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PORTRAIT 


city, has been laid out by the Shawnee Realty 
Company, which he helped to organize, and of 
which he is the president. In the fall of 1899 
the Shawnee, Oklahoma & Missouri Coal & 
Railway Company was incorporated, with Mr. 
Dexter as president and C. J. Benson as secre- 
tary and treasurer. This colossal enterprise, 
which covers a number of undertakings, has 
commenced the development of coal mines in 
the Creek Nation, I. T., and a railroad from 
Shawnee to Muscogee, thence to Fort Smith, 
Ark., has been surv veyed and the work begun. 
One of the founders of the Shawnee State Bank, 
Mr. Dexter has been connected with the institu- 
tion ever since, having been a director of the 
National Bank,-the successor of the frst-named 
one. The limits of this article do not permit of 
a complete summary of his innumerable enter- 
prises, and, as is generally known here, he has 
aided the oil-mill, the compress works, and many 
of the industries which have been the making 
of Shawnee. 

Ever since the organization of the Republican 
party Mr. Dexter has been a faithful adherent 
to its principles. While a resident of Nebraska 
he was initiated into Masonry, and has taken 
the Royal Arch degree. In his domestic life he 
has been especially blessed. In Iowa he married 
Miss Jane M. Flynn, a native of New York state, 
and their sons are influential citizens of Shaw- 
nee. Allen is engaged in buying and shipping 
live stock; Charles and George are in business 
with their father, and Roy is a leading carpenter 
and contractor of this place 


Di HYDE.»)One, of; the; very desirable 

homes of Kingfisher county is in the 

possession of MI. D. Hyde, a progressive 
farmer of Sherman township. He is a native of 
Indiana, his birth having occurred near Kendall- 
ville, Noble county, February 11, 1848. He is of 
English descent, and for some generations the 
Hyde family lived in New York state, prior to 
which worthy representatives of the line dwelt in 
New England. On the maternal side. also, Mr. 
Hyde is of English ancestry, the Furmans s¢t- 
tling in New England at an early period, and 
John Furman, grandfather of our subject, was 
born in New York state. 

Daniel and Hannah Furman (fyde), parents 
of M: D. Hyde; were: natives: of Ohio, the for- 
mer’s birth occurring in Cuyahoga county. He 
Was.a pioneer of Noble county, Ind., and cleared 
a farm which was heavily tinibe red, chiefly with 
beech and maple trees. Later he iocated in 
Faton county, Mich., where he had a similar 
task before him, but there, also, he developed a 
fine farm. Continuing to conduct it until 1880, 
he then went to Sumner county, Nans., and pur- 
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chased a farm in the vicinity of Oxford. At 
length, retiring from the active cares to which he 
had so long been accustomed, he attained the 
age of eighty-three years and then passed to his 
reward. flis devoted wife died at tueir home in 
Kansas when in her eighty-first vear. Of their 
six children, one is deceased. John, who served 
for four years during the Civil war, as a private 
of the Twelfth Indiana, i is now engaged in Oper- 
ating the old Michigan homestead. 

The only representative of his family in Okla- 
homa is M. D. Hyde, who has been actively 
identified with its development for the past eight 
years. He was reared in his native county, and 
received a liberal education in the common 
schools. In the closing year of the Civil war, 
1865, he went to Eaton county, Mich., where he 
continued his studies for some time in the public 
school. He was associated with his father in the 
management of the home farm in that locality 
until a score of years ago, when he engaged in 
farming near Oxford, Kans., and thus he spent 
twelve years. In 1892 he came to Oklahoma 
and bought a tract of land, on which there were 
slight improvements. This property, compris- 
ing a quarter section of section 29, Sherman 
township, now is highly productive and valuable. 
it is situated about one and a half miles east and 
a mile south of Hennessey, and the adjoining 
farm is owned and carried on by Mr. Hyde's 
only son, William. 

The first wife of M. D. Hyde, formerly Miss 
Arilla Haddox, likewise was a native of Noble 
county, Ind., and her death occurred in Kansas. 
They were the parents of three children, namely: 
William: Mrs. Effie Antrobus, now of Hennes- 
sey; and Myrtie, who died when six years old. 
The lady who now bears the name of our subject 
was Miss Hattie Meredith prior to their mar- 
riage, and her birthplace is in Indiana. She is a 
lady of liberal education and is a member of the 
Christian ‘Church. 

I-or one term AIr. Hyde served as treasurer of 
his township, an office which he filled with abil- 
ity and to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. 
In his political creed he is.a Republican of pro- 
nounced views, and there is no question in his 
mind as to the wisdom which his party has mani- 
fested in dealing with the great issues whici have 
come before the public during its existence 


ILES W. ALLEN. The substantial and 
well-to-do citizens of Meridian have po 
better representative than Mr. Allen, who 


ranks high among the keen and progressive ag- 
riculturists and successful merchants of this sec- 
tion of Logan county. He was born in Ciinton 
county, fowa, the son of William and Charlotte 
(Sams) Allen. His parents were both born and 
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brought up in Ohio, belonging to families of 
prominence in that state, many of whom were 
active in the public affairs of the Union, one of 
the kinsmen of Mr. Allen having been Con- 
gressman Allen of Ohio, who was known far and 
wide as “Land Dill” Allen. He was specially 
noted for his championship of the homestead 
laws, that were later adopted by the congress of 
the United States. 

Mr. Allen spent his early life in Camanche, 
Iowa, where he attended the city graded schools, 
obtaining a practical education, which has been 
supplemented by much reading of general lit- 
erature. At the age of nineteen years he went 
to Rooks county, “Kans., secured a homestead 
claim, on which he lived until 1872. Obtaining « 
leave of absence then, he entered the employ oi 
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Com- 
pany, with whom he remained two years. Going 
to Kearney county, Kans., he had charge of an 
eating-house there for a few months, and in the 
fall of 1874 returned to his homestead, and for 
two years worked hard to improve it. From 
1876 until 1878 he was engaged in farming in 
Rice county, but was not at all successful in his 
ventures, so returned to Rooks county, where 
he continued in his independent occupation 
until 1889. Coming from there to Oklahoma, 
he joined the other prospective settlers of the 
new territory just on the border, near Otter 
Creek, but with two of his companions did not 
follow the suggestion of those who insisted that 
the race Should start at noon, Washington time, 
not caring to swear that he did not enter betore 
noon. 

Mr. Allen secured a homestead on Bear creek, 
the northeast quarter of section 25, township 
16, range I west, and although his claim was 
contested, made his home with but little diffi- 
culty, choosing to eject the occupant and _ his 
chattels rather than spend time and money at 
the courts, and made a success of his venture 
Commencing at once to improve his property. 
he engaged in horticulture, agriculture and 
stock-raising, and has been exceedingly pros- 
perous in his labors, having now one hundred 
acres of land in cultivation, with a large orchard 
of most varieties of fruits, including the stand- 
ard and the smaller kinds. In 1895 he embarked 
in the mercantile business, opening a general 
store in Meridian, which is on the stage route 
from Chandler to Guthrie, a most favorable 
location, and has built up an extensive and lu- 
crative trade, being very popular with the resi- 
dents and the numerous travelers that pass 
through the town, his smile and joke adding 
much to the pleasures of the little assemblage 
that gathers so frequently at the old well near 
the door. 


Mr. Allen was married, in 1874, in Kearney 


ple’s 
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county, Nans., to Miss Lucy IE. Mudge, their 
union being the very first one solemmized in that 
county. Mr. and Mrs. Allen have four chiidren, 
namely: John I°., Milton W., Raymond k. and 
Charlotte M. John F. married, in 1895, Miss 
Grace Goodrich, of Oklahoma, and they have 
two children, Ethel and Miles I. Charlotte M. 
married, in 1894, David Johnson, and they have 
two children, IXdna and Opal. Mrs. Allen was 
commissioned postmistress at Meridian in 1895, 
and is still serving, having proved herself a most 
faithful and trustworthy official. Mr. Allen is 
a Unitarian in his religious beliefs, but is not 
actively identified with any religious organiza- 
tion. Fraternally, he has belonged to the Good 
Templars, the Knights of Labor, the Masonic 
fraternity, and was a charter member of the 
Labor Union and Farmers’ Alliance of Woods- 
ton, Kans., of which he was lecturer four years. 
Politically, he was born and reared a Repub- 
lican, but, having been induced to investigate 
the finance question by Jesse Harper, he made 
some pertinent inquiries of Senator Plumb, and 
was thereby drawn from the ranks of his own 
party to the Greenbackers; was later a Union 
Labor advocate; and now belongs to the Peo- 
party, being quite active and influential in 
its work. He has always been greatly inter- 
ested in educational matters, and for more than 
a quarter of a century has been a member of 
the school Riese first in Kansas, and sa re- 
cently in Oklahoma. In the fall of 1900 he was 
elected a member of the sixth legislative assem- 
bly, representing the Eighteenth Representative 
District from Logan county. As a legislator he 
has served his district and. the people of the 
territory with distinction, making an official rec- 
ord to be proud of. 


OBERT ANIOL, an honored veteran of 
the Civil war, resides on his valuable home- 
stead, just outside the boundarics of Nor- 
man, the county seat of Cleveland county, in 
which place he was one of the first merchants, 
continuing as such for two vears. In times of 
war and of peace he has borne a patriotic part 
in the history of this nation, and is entitled to a 
prominent place on its roll of honor. 
A son of Anton and Mary Aniol, 
I'rench descent on the paternal side, Robert 
Aniol was born June 9, 1837. The mother died 
when he was about ten vears old, and three years 
later the lad determined to come to America. 
Leaving his birthplace, a point situated about 
thirty-six miles east of Warsaw, Poland, he pro- 
ceeded to Canada, and thence to Milwaukee, 
Wis. For two years he worked on farms in that 
locality, and later went to St. Louis, where he 
was employed as a clerk in a wholesale mercan- 
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tile house.. Then going to Osage county, Mo., 
he worked ina large milling establishment until 
the Civil war began. 

Robert Aniol was one of the three men of that 
county who had the courage to vote for Abra- 
ham Lincoln in 1860, and those were days that 
tried the souls of men in that portion of the 
state. Following out his patriotic principles, 
-the young man was one of the first volunteers 
who responded to the president’s call for de- 
fenders of the stars and stripes. Enlisting May 
14, 1861, in Company G, Twenty-sixth Missour: 
Infantry, he stood at his post of duty until he 
was honorably discharged, June 9, 1865. Among 
the many battles in which he took part were IJs- 
land No. 10, Corinth and siege of Vicksburg, 
and all of the engagements of the march to the 
sea, under command of Sherman. At \Vinches- 
ter, Va. he was serving as sergeant of a com- 
pany, and would have been kept a prisoner had 
he not happened to be in the clothes of a citizen, 
owing to which fact he was paroled, it ‘being 
supposed that he was a resident of the town. 
While on the march near Iuka, Miss., he acci- 
dentally stumbled and was scratched by a com- 
rade’s bayonet, from which wound, in conjunc- 
tion with the hardships and privations oe was 
then undergoing, blood-poisoning resulted. On 
another accasion, when General Farly’s forces 


were repulsed near Washington, D. C., Mr. 
Aniol received a sunstroke, from the effects of 


which he has never entirely recovered. Man- 
fully remaining with his regiment, and never 
going to the hospital, he finally was mustered 
out at Washington. 

Tor about eight years subsequent to the close 
of the war, Mr. Aniol was employed in the car- 
shops at Jefferson City, Mo., and then, in Kan- 

sas City, he worked in the car-shops of the same 
corporation. Then he accepted a better position 
with the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad, at 
Sedalia, Mo., and was employed by that com- 
pany for sev en years. During this period he was 
located at different points, and in 1872 went to 
Denison, Tex., where he resided until 1884. and 
meantime was connected with the Houston & 
‘Texas Central Railroad for seven years, still 
making his home in Denison. Promoted to the 
position of car inspector, he lived at Greenville, 
Tex., for a few months, and for five years was 
similarly’ engaged) at Savanna, Choctaw Na- 
tion, 1.°T.)\ for the Missouri, Kansas & Texas 
Railroad. For two vears he was a merchant of 
Lehigh, I. T. On the day that witnessed Okla- 
homa’s opening to the white settlers, he endeav- 
ored to secure a claim, but failed, and, instead, 
staked some lots in Norman. May 1, 1&8, he 
commenced building a store, and by the 20th 
had it ready for his stock of merchandise, which 
he removed from Lehigh. Thus he certainly 


623 


was an energetic merchant of the new town, and 
for two years carried on a flourishing trade in 
dry goods, groceries and other lines. Selling 
out, he located on his present farm, and since has 
sold a portion of the two hundred acres which 
he owned here. 

August 15, 1877, Mr. Aniol married Frances, 
daughter of Edward and Ellen (Ryan) Synnott, 
of Denison. She was born in Macomb county, 
Mich., and was eight years old when she was 
taken to Will county, JIL Her father was born 
in Ireland, and her mother in New York, their 
marriage being celebrated in Lockport, Il. 
Charles, eldest child of our subject and wife, 
is engaged in railroading and now lives at Shaw- 


nee, Pottawatomie county. He and his next 
younger brother, Robert, are married. The lat- 


ter is a well-known real-estate man of Norman, 
also transacting a large abstract business. [Ed- 
ward T., the third son, was born in Savanna, 


Le Te "and ‘William; Vi;and Francis x... dre aa- 
tives of Cleveland county; Francis X. is de- 
ceased. Mr. and Mrs. Aniol were reared in the 


faith of the Catholic Church, and always have 
given liberally to its work. 

As stated above, Mr. Aniol cast his first presi- 
dential ballot in 1860, and, strange to relate, his 
frequent changes of residence and other things 
prevented his voting for just a score of vears. 
Since 1880, however, he has loyally given his 
support to the Republican party. For two terms 
he served as a member of the city council in 
Denison, and in 1895 was elected treasurer of 
Cleveland county, in which responsible office 
he served for two terms, to the entire satisfaction 
of all concerned. 


N DREW Hho ARNOLD- Nirs Agnoldus for- 
tunately engaged in a line of business for 
Which there is a continually growing de- 
mand, and in the conducting of which he has 
been unusually successful. As the largest hard- 
merchant in the town of Grant 


ware Jefferson, 
county, he has catered to the necessities of a 
large portion of the surrounding agricuiturists, 


and carries the largest line of supplies in the 
county. 

A native of Virginia, Mr 
1849, and is a son of A.V. and Serilda (Vhomp- 
son) Arnold, also born in Virginia. Their son, 
Andrew, was reared to agricultural pursuits 
under his father’s able instruction, and fitted for 
future life and work by having good educational 
advantages at the public schools. In 18609 his 
independent nature asserted itself, and he started 
out in the world for himself, settling in Saline 
countess Mo., where he conducted a farm until 
when the same occupation was continued 
ans. At Anthony ot the 


Arnold was born im 


S78, 
in Tfarper county, 
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same state Mr. Arnold conducted a livery busi- 
ness for ten years, after which he farmed for 
four years, or until the opening of the strip. 

Mrs. Arnold was formerly N. M. Howery, a 
daughter of G. W. and Virginia Howery, ‘of 
Benton county, Mo. The marriage occurred in 
1874, and of this union there have been two 
children, Floyd and Viola, who are living at 
home. September 16, 1893, Mr. Arnold made 
the run with the vast army of other home- 
seekers and located a fine claim on the southeast 
quarter of section 25, township,26, range 5, 
which he improved, and upon which he lived for 
five years. At the end of this time he soid the 
farm and moved into the town of Jefferson, and 
organized the first bank in the place, known as 
the Jefferson Bank. Owing to the close con- 
finement incident to the management of the 
bank, Mr. Arnold decided to engage in an oc- 
cupation that would admit of more relaxation 
and outdoor exercise, and so bought out the 
hardware and implement business which he has 
since conducted with such gratifying success. 
To meet the demands of his customers he is 
obliged to carry a six thousand dollar stock, 
which ts handled in one of the best buildings in 
the town. 

In politics Mr. Arnold is associated with the 
Democratic party and has filled several impor- 
tant local offices within the gift of the people. 
In the spring of 1894 he se rved as assessor of 
Rock Island township, where Jefferson is lo- 
cated, and in the fall of the same year was elected 
county commissioner of the third district, and 
re-elected in 1896. In religious matters the 
Arnold family have been quite active, and are 
helpful members of the Baptist Church. Mr. 
Arnold is regarded as one of the town’s most 
enterprising citizens, and has won the respect 
and esteem of all who appreciate his upright 
methods of conducting business. 


BVetiHOMAS H. DAY.(.Dhetterritory of 
Ro Oklahoma knows no more ardent advo- 
cate of truth, justice and humanity than is 
embodied in the life and tireless efforts ot Mr. 
Day. After vears of ministration in the Baptist 
Church in different parts of the country, he 
came to a field of large possibility in 1890, and 
in Paul’s Valley, Chickasaw Nation, acted as a 
missionary to the inhabitants. Used at all times 
to conducting services under cover, he here met 
with a new experience, and in the absence of 
shelter, preached*his mission of good-will and 
kindliness under the swaying branches of trees, 
in the sky-covered cathedt ‘al known to primitive 
man. His words of exhortation fell upon the 
ears of men who constituted largely the frontier 
element, and who came from long distances, and 
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were heavily armed with Winchesters. As they 
sat on the grass and listened, their horses were 
tethered near by to eat the luxuriant grass, and 
the scene was such as to inspire the best efforts 
of this eloquent teacher of men. As they went 
home through the woods, the congregation, act- 
ing upon their natural and untrained impulses, 
killed whatever. game came in sight, and often 
generously remembered the preacher in the sub- 
sequent distribution of spoils. While condemn- 
ing an unwitting desecration of the Sabbath, he 
could not other than rec cognize the fact that, 
though of warlike and rough appearance, these 
children of the plains were ‘nevertheless large of 
heart, and conscious of the good being w rought 
in their midst. 

In 1892 Mr. Day entered a homestead on the 
northwest quarter of section 21, township 8, 
range 4 east, which is still in his possession, and 
under good cultivation. At the present time he 
is pastor of the Bethel Grove Church, which. 
was organized by himself in 1893. He also has 
under his care the churches at Center Valley, 
Canadian and Spring Hill, to each of which he 
devotes one Saturday and Sunday during the 
month. These churches are included in a series 
which constitute what is known as tne Friend- 
ship Association, of which Mr. Day was one of 
the organizers in 1893, and which has grown 
from a list of five or six churches to from “thirty 
to thirty-five, with a membership of eighteen 
hundred. During 1898 and 1899 Mr. Day served 
as moderator of the association, having held the 
same position while residing in Arkansas, and 
while associated with the Fayetteville Associa- 
tion. The Triendship organization wields an 
extended influence for good, and is a very strong 
and intellectual body. 

The early life of Mr. Day differed somewhat 
from that experienced by the average farm- 
reared vouth, and there was more of work and 
more of tribulation than falls to the lot of many. 
He was born in Hardin county, Tenn., zepeil 
I4, 1846, and is a son of William and Sarah 
(Johnson) Day. The rudiments of education 
were derived at Professor Payne's private schoo! 
at Savannah, Hardin county, Tenn., and when 
very young he was deprived of the care and 
solicitude of his father. When he had attained 
lis tenth vear, the courageous-hearted mother 
took her eight children,of whom Thomas H. was 
the seventh, to Washita county, Ark., where she 
purchased a claim, and kept the children. to- 
gether. The oldest son started out in the world 
for himself, and settled in Kansas, and died in 
kansas City a few years ago. When thirteen 
vears of age, Thomas H. was converted and 
baptized by Rev. John Yeager, and at that carly 
age had every intention of devoting his life to 
the ministry. When fifteen vears old, the war 
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broke out, and he enlisted in Company G, Third 
Arkansas Cavalry, and was first under fire at 
Corinth, Miss. He subsequently participated in 
the battles of Holly Springs, Murfreesboro, 
Franklin, Chickamauga, Ienesaw Mountain, 
Knoxville, Dalton, Atlanta, and from there to 
Tennessee, where there were many important 
battles. His military record was remarkable 
in that he was never wounded, captured, or laid 
up in the hospital for repairs. In October of 
1864, Mr. Day returned home on a furlough.and 
did not again return to the service. 

After the restoration of peace, Mr. Day en- 
gaged in farming on rented Jand in Arkansas, 
and at the age of twenty-three was united in mar- 
riage, October 4, 1868, with Annis Maria Kelt- 
ner, of Benton county, Ark., and a native of 
Mississippi. Her parents, Andrew J. and Ma- 
tilda (Hedgepath) Keltner, took her to Greene 
county, Mo., when she was quite young, and 
later settled in Benton county, Ark. The mar- 
riage took place in Prairie Grove, Washington 
county, and in this county Mr. Day subsequently 
lived for twenty-five years. During the war Mr. 
Day had somewhat strayed from his original in- 
tention of devoting his life to the service of the 
church, but in 1878 he had reconsidered his de- 
cision and began to preach, and was ordained in 
the fall of 1878 at Weddington Gap Baptist 


Church. For many years he was successful to 
a large degree, and accomplished much good 
and baptized many. At the same time he was 


drawn close to nature and the original occupa- 
tion of man, for he carried on a farm which he 


had purchased in Washington county. Here 
were born and reared seven children, of whom 
Laura is the wife of Arthur Carter, of Lind, 


Wash.; William Edward is now a justice of the 
peace at Remus, Pottawatomie county: Felix 1s 
unmarried; Thomas is married and has a farm in 
Pottawatomie county; Marv is the be of James 
Wall, and lives at Weatherford, Okla. ; John and 
Ella are at home. 

Recently Mr. Day has rented his farm and 
moved to Tecumseh, where he has purchased a 
residence, in order that he might educate his 
children and devote his entire time to the min- 
istry. 


ILLIAM M. DURHAM, county treasurer 

of Pottawatomie county, was born in 
; DeKalb county, in Middle Tennessee 
Pebruary 19,1854. His tather, James E. Dur- 
ham, was a farmer aud surveyor by occupation, 
and at the time of his death, when his son was 
but four vears of age, was serving his country as 
mustering officer and drill master. The mother, 
formerly Ann Winn, remarried after her hus- 
band’s death, and when William Mf. was about 
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thirteen years of age he ran away from home to 
escape the unkindness of his step-father. As 
early as this lie had an ardent desire for the ac- 
quisition of knowledge, but his step-father would 
not allow Him to go to school. In Wilson 
county, Tenn., this enterprising and ambitious 
youth began to fashion his own life, and worked 
a crop on shares for a year. He then went to 
Warren county, Tenn., and for two years worked 
for his share of the crops, and went to school for 
about four months. <A later venture was assist- 
ing to take a drove of horses and mules to iMis- 
sissippt, and upon arriving there was so satisfied 
with the prospects that he remained until 1877. 
fle here engaged in general farming and stock- 

raising, with considerable success, and January 
20, 1875, married Miss S. E. Baskin, a native of 
Montgomery county, Miss. 

After his marriage MIr. Durham recognized 
the necessity for further education, and applied 
himself diligently to the acquisition of knowl- 
edge. Among other useful branches mastered 
by “him was book keeping, which proved to be of 
great benefit in his later occupations. In the state 
of Mississippi he unfortunately lost his health, 
and was forced to seek a change of surroundings 
and climate. He therefore located in Tarrant 
county, Tex., and engaged in farming about two 
years, an occupation which was continued after 
his removal to Wise county, where he bought 
land and improved two farms. At the same time 
he continued his work of education and attended 
the public schools for two terms, subsequently 
assisting in the teaching. 

In 1891 the life of Mr. Durham was turned 
into another groove when he located in Potta- 
watomie county and took a claim on section 5, 
township 7, range 3 east, fifteen miles southwest 
of Tecumseh. He soon became’ prominently 
identified with the growth of the locality, and 
was elected first assessor of the township, at a 
time when there were no roads. In 1896 he was 
elected county treasurer, and re-elected in 1808. 
As an ardent advocate of the Democratic party 
he accomplished much for the cause in 18904, 
when everything went Populist by a large ma- 
jority. His success in life has enabled Mr. Dur- 
ham to acctmnulate considerable property in Te- 
cumseh and clsewhere, and he owns a commodi- 
ous and comfortable residence. He is a member 
A Eee AP Mand 
is treasurer cf the same. He is also associated 
with the Ancient.Order of United Workmen, 
No. 7. When eighteen years of age he became a 
member _of the Missionary Baptist Church, and 
while living in Mississippi was made a deacon of 
the church. 


To Mr. and Mrs. Durham have been born ten 
children, viz.: Charles I. who died November 
25, tgo00: Thomas, a student at the Oklahoma 
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626 PORTRATT 
University at Norman; lattice; William; Nettie; 
Robert; Grover, who was born in Texas; Her- 
bert, who was born in the Indian Territory; Lela 
and May, both born in Oklahoma. The deceased 
son, Chatles f., who was married and had one 


child, was at the time of his death employed in, 


Tecumseh as a clerk in the office of the registrar 
of deeds. Mr. Durham is one of the esteemed 
and progressive citizens of Tecumseh, 
appreciated for his many admirable traits of 
good-fellowship and character. 


B. ELLEDGE, a wholesale and retail dealer 

in groceries at Norman, is a true type of 

western progress and enterprise. His. un- 
tiring energy, prudent business methods and re- 
liable sagacity have all combined to make him 
one of the ablest business men of the territory, 
and in his undertakings he has met with well- 
deserved success. 
_ Mr. Elledge was,born on the 8th of March, 
1864, in West Plains, Howell county, Mo., near 
Springfield, and is a son of Isaac and Elizabeth 
Jane (Briggs) Elledge, natives of Meigs county, 
Tenn. On the paternal side he is of E ‘nelish de- 
scent and belongs to an old family of East Ten- 
nessee. There his grandfather, Joseph Elledge. 
spent his entire life as a planter, and was a soldier 
of the war of 1812, in which struggle our sub- 
ject’s maternal grandiather, Rev. Nathan Briggs, 
also took part. The latter belonged to an old 
southern fatnily of Scotch origin. He was born 
on a plantation in Tennessee, and from that 
state removed to Missouri. By occupation he 
was a blacksmith. He married a Miss Eskridge, 
whose family was from Virginia and whose 
father lost a leg while aiding the colonies in their 
struggle for independence during the Revolu- 
tionary war. Rev. Nathan Briggs was a pioneer 
minister of the Baptist Church in Howell county, 
NMo., where be, preached fornover'forty years. 
He died there when past the age of eighty. In 
connection with his ministerial work he engaged 
in farming and blacksmithing. 

In 1849, when a voung man, the father of our 
subject removed to Greene county. Mo., becom- 
ing one of its pioneer farmers and blacksmiths, 
conducting a shop on his farm. His family were 
all anti-slavery people, and tor over four vears he 
served in the Union army during the Rebellion 
as a member of the I:leventh Missouri Cavalry, 
and was wounded in the knee in a battle of 
General Sigel’s forces. [le was a man of strong 
constitution, and was highly 
teemed by all whe knew him. Tle died January 
7. 1900, at the age of seventy-one vears, but his 
wife is still living and now makes her home in 
Norman, Okla. Un their family were the foliow- 
me children, Al, a fanmierand “cattle 


respected and es- 


- 


dealer 


AND. BIOGRAPHIC. 


and is, 


WE RECORD. 


of Greer county, Okla.; William Nathan, a mer- 
chant of Norman, who came here April 22, 188; 
Jy Weejnacmereh ‘vant of West Plains, Mo.; Mrs. 
Eliza McCall, a resident of Norman; I. B., our 
subject; sey H., a large fruit grocer of West 
Plains, A\lo.; George D:, a frerehant of the same 
place; and Mattie ce now Mrs. Hawkins, of Lex- 
ington, Okla. 

I. B. Elledge was reared on the farm where he 
was born and educated in the common schools 
of the neighborhood. Later he engaged in farm- 
ing near West Plains, Mo., until the fall of 1891, 
when he came to Norman, Okla., to engage in 
general merchandising with his brother, William 
N., being later joined by their brother, George 
D. Together they carried on business under the 
firm name of Elledge Brothers for three years, 
when George D. returned to Missouri. Our sub- 
ject continued to carry on the general store with 
his brother William N. until the spring of 1900, 
when he sold his interest in the business and em- 
barked in the wholesale and retail grocery trade, 
buying out John Sullivan, successor to M. Me- 
Guiley, who was one of the original grocers of 
Norman. Mr. Elledge has a good store, 25x100 
feet, on Main street, and carries a well-selected 
stock of staple and fancy groceries and queens- 
ware. Pleasant and genial in manner, upright 
and honorable in all his dealings, he has built up 
an excellent trade, and is to-day one of the lead- 
ing business men of the city. In religious beliet 
he is a Presbyterian and in his social relations is 
connected with the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen and the Woodmen of the World. Po- 
litically he is-a true-blue Republican. 

In West Plains, Mo., was celebrated the mar- 
riage of Mr. Elledge and Miss Tenie Barton, who 

vas born near Murray, Ky., and is a daughter of 
WV ade Barton, a native of Tennessee, and a far- 
mer of Nentucky. Prior to her marriage Mrs. 
Iledge was engaged in educational work in 
Kentucky and in West Plains, Mo. By this 
union was born one child, Oval. The family have 
a pleasant home in the northern part of Normal, 
it having been erected by Mr. Elledge. 


NDERSONe BRITT... Previous to locating 
on his claim in Cleveland county, the 


southeast quarter of section 17, township 
Q, range 3 west, Mr. Britt had seen considerable 
of the world, his various occupations being car 
ried on in the extreme south and west, and lis 
travels extending over many hundreds of miles 
Ile thus has at his command a large fund of gen- 


eral information, which has proved of great 
benefit to hint as a farmer and citizen. 

A native of Tennessee, where be was born 
December 4.1862, Nir. Britt is a son tel fere- 


miah and Malvina (Peoples) Britt. When but 
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a small child, his youth was saddened by the 
loss of his father, who died during the Civil 
war. He grew to manhood on the home farm, 
and industriously applied himself to assisting in 
the family maintenance. His father had been a 
stock-dealer on a large scale, was fairly weli-to- 
do, and had two farms. Anderson Britt received 
a good common-school education. When he 
was about twenty-one years of age, lis mother 
died, and the homestead was sold. He then, 
with a brother, W. S. Britt, went to Parker 
county, Tex., where they lived for two years. 

In 1887 Mr. Britt decided to try his fortunes 
in the far west, and so journeyed to California, 
where he remained for a year. He then went 
to Washington, and in Seattle carried on quite 
a successful real-estate business, and was there 
at the time of the great fire. In September of 
1889 he came to Oklahoma and purchased the 
claim which has since been his home. He was 
married January 28, 1891, to Bettie Lusk, 
daughter of George and Lizzie (Harris) Lusk, a 
native of Texas. Of the children born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Britt, two only are living: Milie Mel- 
vina and Metta Beatrice. Mrs. Britt died Octo- 
ber 28, 1808, and is byried in Warren cemetery 

Mr. Britt has always been a believer in the 
principles and issues of the Republican party, 
but has never been an office-seeker. Frater- 
nally, he is associated with the Woodmen of the 
World at Norman. Prominent in the religious 
life of the community in which he lives, he is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, a 
Sunday-school worker, and contributes towards 
the support of the church. 


AES EF DENISON wias (born: ‘in,;Elatte 

county, Mo., January 19, 1850. His parents, 

Samuel and Elizabeth (Wheeler) Denison, 
were prosperous farmers and prominent mem- 
bers of the community -in which they resided. 
When but two vears of age their son James ac- 
companied them to Clinton county, and when 
five vears of age he was taken to Carroll county, 
where he lived ae he permanently took up his 
residence in Oklahoma. At the age of twenty- 
one he was well fitted to start out in the world 
for himself, having received a good common- 
school education, and forty acres of land, which 
his father left him. 

December''t7, ‘1871, Mr: Denison anarried 
Sarah Williams, daughter of Henry and Harriet 
(Long) Wilhams. Mrs. Denison was born in 
Towa, and when seventeen years of age accom- 
panied her parents to Missouri, where she lived 
until her marriage. During girlhood she re- 
ceived a good education. On selling the land 
left him by Is father, Mr. Denison purchased 
some ina different locality, and at the opening 


of Oklahoma he was the owner of one hundred 
and sixty acres of finely improved land. In 
Cleveland county his property is located on the 
northeast quarter of section 21, township 8, 
range 3 west, and is one of the best claims in the 
locality. His success as an agriculturist 1s un- 
doubtedly partly due to the fact that he has an 
inherent fondness for his work and unbounded 
faith in the productiveness of the soil, and the 
possibilities which it holds out as an inducement 
for conscientious and practical application. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Denison are 
named as follows: John F., who is a farmer south 
of Noble; Cora, who is the wife of W. H. Bar- 
bour, has one child, and lives in Lexington, 
Okla.; Hattie, Nora, Edith, Eunice and Belva. 
Mr. Denison came to the territory in 1893 and 
paid $2,000 for his claim, and has devoted his at- 
tention to general farming and stock-raising. 
He has béen prominent in several different direc- 
tions, and in politics is a Democrat. At this 
writing he holds the office of county commis- 
sioner. For two years he has served as town- 
ship treasurer and trustee, and for four years 
served on the township board. He is a 
member of the Missionary Baptist Church. 


KX. BAIN was born in Lawrence county, 
Mo., July 2, 1861, and is a son of John 
and Sarah (Garrett) Bain, who were 
successful agriculturists for many years. The 
industrious gareer of John Bain was terminated 
when his son, W. E., was but two vears of age, 
and the family were thus left with little save the 
farm and their own ability and determination. 
Fortunately for his mother and himself, her son 
early developed habits of thrift and ambition, 
and after his father’s death was of great assist- 
ance to her in the management of the tarm. In 
1873 the family removed to Elk county, Kans.., 
where he lived until his nineteenth vear. Owing 
tS their straitened conditions, he was obliged 
to work hard from sunrise to sunset, and his 
early life was one round of toil. Interspersed 
between the farm activities, however, he man- 
aged to secure a fair common-school education, 
and thus he was in a measure fitted for the future 
responsibilities of life. 
When twenty years of age, Mr. Bain went to 
the Indian Territory and eed in the care of 
cattle, and was interested in this occupation for 
about ten years. He seemed to have a particu- 
lar fondness for the freedom of the plains, and 
Was considered a typical cowboy. His next ven- 
ture was in the Chickasaw Nation, where he 
conducted a farm for about three years. 
April 22, 1889, with the thousands of others 
also in search of unimproved lands, Mr. Dain 
made the run from the south line, and located 
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628 PORTRAIT 
on the claim which has since been the scene of 
his successful farming interests. As a_prelim- 
inary to more comfortable lodgings, he lived in 
a dugout for a few months,-and has sin¢e im- 
proved his land and made of it a profitable and 
pleasing investment. The little dugout has been 
supplanted by a comfortable two-story house, 
which was built in 1899, and the other 1mprove- 
ments around the place are proportionately 
good. The claim is located on the nortiwest 
quarter of section 21, township 9. range 3 west, 
Cleveland county. In addition to tilling the soil, 
he gives some attention to the stock business 
and now owns a thriving herd of cattle. 

In Cleveland county occurred the marriage of 
Mr. Bain and Mary F. Ullman, September 13, 
1891. Mrs. Bain was born in Clark county, Mo., 
and is a daughter of Louis and Henrietta (Chew- 
ing) Ullman. Of this union there have been two 
children, Mary Lena and Claude E. The children 
were both born on the farm in Oklahoma. In 
political preferment Mr. Bain is a Republican, 
but has never had political aspirations. frater- 
nally, he is a member of the Ancient Order of 
United Workmen, and of the Masonic order. 
With his wife, he is a member of the Christian 
Church. 


W. GRIFFIN, M. D. Passing in review 
the prominent citizens of Cleveland 
county, the subject of this sketch 1s found 

to occupy a leading place in the medical profes- 
sion. Though comparatively a voung man, he 
has made rapid progress in his chosen calling, 
and has few equals in his special department— 
the treatment ca nervous diseases. He has spared 
neither time, means nor effort in the task of pre- 
paring himself thoroughly for his difficult spe- 
cialty, and is meeting w ith gratifying success. 
Oklahoma appears to be a crucible into which 
has been gathered a multitude of the finest rep- 
resentatives of the North and South, each con- 
tributing his due share toward the upbuild- 
ing of what, undoubtediy, will be one of 
the “noblest states yet to be admitted to 
the Union. fhe Griffins a~vere of Scotch- 
Irish lineage, but the family is an old one in 
North Carolina. Our subject's grandfather, 
Hugh. Griffin, was born in Union county, N. C., 
and spent his entire life, seventy-four vears, upon 
plantations in that state. The doctor's father, 
D. A. Griffin, is a native of Union county, and 
for many vears has been the proprietor of a fine 
plantation near Lenoir, N.C. During the Civil 
war he enlisted and served in Company C, Fifty- 
eighth North Carolina Infantry. With his com- 
rades he participated in many of the important 
campaigns of the war, and at the battle of Chick- 
amauga was seriously wounded in the leit leg. 
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In politics he is a stanch Democrat, and is active 
in all of the affairs of his own community, being 
a master Mason of his lodge. In religious faith 
he is a Baptist, while his wife prefers the teach- 
ings of the Methodist Episcopal denomination. 
In her girlhood she bore the name of Lou Bush, 
and like her father, Richard Bush, she claims 
Caldwell county, N. C., as her birthplace. He 
owned a large plantation there, as did his father 
before him. He took part in the early war with 
the Cherokee Indians, and his father was a hero 
of the Revolution. The Bush family is of Eng- 
lish origin, and was numbered among the early 
colonists of North Carolina. 

Next to the eldest of ten children, and the 
only one of the family in Oklahoma, Dr. D. W. 
Griffin found it hard to leave all of the friends 
and associations of a life-time and the home of 
his ancestors to make his independent start in 
the far west. His parents and brothers and sis- 
ters continue to reside in Caldwell county, N. C., 
where he was born October 28, 1872. He was 
reared upon the old plantation, which is near the 
town of Lenoir, and in his youth attended private 
schools. His higher education was pursued in 
Amherst (N. C.) Academy and in Rutherford 
CNC.) Coll ege. ‘Leaving the last-named institu- 
tion in his senior vear, he entered the Univ ersity 
of Virginia, at Richmond, and was graduated 
there in 1899, with the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine. Two years were devoted by him to 
the special study of neurology, and for six 
months after his graduation he practiced in 
Lenoir and vicinity. Having been appointed to 
his present position, that of assistant physician 
at the Oklahoma Sanitarium, in Norman, he 
came to this place and entered upon his new du- 
ties October 1, 1899. Here he soon became a 
member of the Oklahoma Medical and the Amer- 
ican Medical Associations, and identified himself 
with many local enterprises. Following in the 
political footsteps of his father he uses his ballot 
in favor of the Democratic party. Fraternally 
he is a 7 being connected with Norman 
Lodeve No.5, AF, 6 AMM, He has joined the 
Presbyterian uGhuneh of this city, and with a will 
responds to all reasonable demands upon his 
time, means and sympathies when his fellow- 
to be benefited thereby. 


OSIAH GALBREATH HARRIS, attorney 
A and dealer in real-estate, loans and insur- 

ance, at Tecumseh, was born in Christian 
county.) Ny, April 19, 1875. His parents, Jesse 
T. and Mary J. (Carneal) Harris. are natives, 
respectively, of the adjoining counties of Mont- 
eomery, Tenn.. and Christian, Ky. 
Plarris was a farmer during the years of his 
activity, and terminated his useful life in 1802. 
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The early education of J. G. Harris was ac- 
quired through the instruction imparted by a 
tutor in his father’s home, and when fourteen 
years of age he began the preparation for college 
at Webb’s Academy, Bellbuckle, Tenn., from 
which he was graduated i in 1894. The following 
year he entered Vanderbilt University, from 
which he was graduated in 1897. With the de- 
termination to devote his life to an application of 
the principles of law, he went to Washington, 
D. C., and in 1899 graduated from the Colum- 
bian University. 


Mr. Harris began the practice of his profession 
in Clarksville, Tenn., and remained there for 
few months, subsequently removing to Ok nae 


homa City, November 25, 1899. January 22, 
1900, he took up his residence in Tecumseh, and 
has since conducted a continually growing prac- 
tice. He was married in Pottawatomie county 
May 27, 1900, to Lettie M. Hudson. Xrs. Har- 
ris was born in Benton county, Tenn., and is a 
daughter of F. C. and S.C. Hudson. Mr. Harris 
isa “Democrat, but has not as yet taken an active 
interest in politics. He is a member of the Alpha 
Omega College Fraternity and is identihed with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Those who 
are privileged to know Mr. Harris predict a bril- 
liant future for him anda prominent place among 
the substantial professional men of the territory. 


ARIS M. ELLISON. ‘One. of the. most 
Pp highly cultivated farms of Rose Hull town- 

ship, Logan county, comprising the south- 
west quarter of section 22, township 18, range 3, 
is owned and occupied by the subject of this 
sketch and has been developed by him through 
steady, persevering labor. Mr. Ellison is a Mis- 
sourian of sturdy habits, ard is descended froma 
line of progenitors who made their mark on the 
soil of Kentucky, Virginia and Pennsylvania dur- 
ing Revolutionary days. He was born in Boone 
county, Mo., April 2, 1837, being the son of 
Paris and Nancy (Sexton) Ellison, who were na- 
tives of the Blue Grass state. 

'The paternal grandiather of our subject was 
a Kentuckian by birth, but descended from an 
old Virginia family, trie the Sexton family 
vere from Pennsylvania, and moved to Ken- 
tucky at an early day. Grandfather Sexton was 
born there, after the removal of the family in 
1819. Paris Ellison, Sr., migrated to Missouri, 
settling in Boone county, and sojourned there 
until 1848, when he removed to Platte county, 
later settling in Jackson county. He spent his 
entire life upon a farm. In 1859 he went a his 
family to California, remaining there some years 
and following agricultural pursuits. Subse- 
quently he took up his abode in Nevada, and 
there, departed, this life in, 1870... The mother 
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had passed away in 1860, during the residence 
in California. 

During 1863 the family settled in Nevada, 
where Paris M. Ellison began for himself by. 
taking up land and farming, while at the same 
time he engaged considerably in stock-raising. 
The entire period of his residence in the far 
west covered about twenty-seven years. In 1875 
he was elected to the state legislature from Nye 
county. In 1887 he settled in Jackson county, 
Kans., remaining there until the opening up of 
Oklahoma, when he made the run and secured 
his present property. He was married in Vir- 
ginia City, Nev., March 8, 1875, to Miss Evaline 
Roberts, daughter of John and Mary Roberts, 
the former a miner in Nevada. 

Mr. Ellison had six sisters and five brothers. 
Two sisters are residents of Kansas and Oregon; 
one brother lives in California, another in Idaho, 
and the third with our subject. The other sis- 
ters and brothers are deceased. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ellison are the parents of five 
children: Paris, Nannie, Thomas, Jewett, and 
Thurman, who are at home with their parents. 

Mr. Ellison’s farm is finely watered by Wolf 
creek. He had some difficulty in perfecting his 
title, but the matter was finally adjusted, and is 
now beyond dispute. The land is in a high state 
of cultivation. In politics Mr. Ellison is allied 
with the Democratic party. He cast his first 
vote for Breckenridge. He belongs to the U. P. 
and D. A. Society. His sons, politically, are 
following in the footsteps of their father. 


DOWNING. Since coming to Cleveland 

county Mr. Downing has not only suc- 

cessfully cultivated his original claim, lo- 
cated on the northeast quarter of section 23, 
township 9, range 3 west, but has so extended his 
interests that more land has been required. This 
demand has resulted in the purchase of quarter 
sections in 1893, 1898 and 1900, and at the pres- 
ent time he is the owner of a whole section of 
land. This rapid rise on the part of one who in 
his youth had nothing to depend on but his own 
energy and capacity for work argues well for the 
perseverance and good management of MIr. 
Downing. 

After making the run in April, 1889, from the 
Chickasaw Nation, a fourth of a mile distant, 
Mr. Downing located on his claim and put up a 
small box house, which served as a home until 
1893, when he erected the residence in which 
the family now lives. He is engaged in general 
farming and stock-raising, and is one of the most 
progressive and substantial agriculturists in the 
township. 

The carly life of Mr. 
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reared under the supervision of industrious and 
painstaking parents. He was trained to be an 
excellent farmer, and this was supplemented by 
a good education acquired at the public schools. 
He is a native of the south, and was born in 
Fannin county, Tex., February 6, 1853, a son of 
George and Sophia (Wales) Downing. At the 
age of seventeen he started out in the world for 
himself, and in the Chickasaw Nation found for 
several years a satisfactory field of operation. 
Here he worked by the day or month, as oppor- 
tunity offered, and in this way managed to save a 
little money, which he invested in stock, his first 
independent possessions in the world. 

The marriage of Mr. Downing and Emma Lee 
occurred in the Chickasaw Nation in 1879. Mrs. 
Downing is a daughter of Young and Minerva 
A. (Haynes) Lee, who were agriculturists, and 
industrious, worthy people. Of this union there 
have been seven children: William B., Beulah A., 
Ellen -B.,. Charles. ‘C.,.Katiev’A., L. Frank and 
Everett. The first five children were born in the 
Chickasaw Nation; and the two youngest in 
Oklahoma. 

In politics Mr. Downing is a Democrat, and 
has been prominently identified with the under- 
takings of his party in the territory. In 1897 he 
received the nomination for sheriff, and, upon 
being elected, served for two years. Fraternally 
he is associated with the Masonic order at Elm 
Springs, and joined that organization in 1875; 
he has since passed all of the chairs. In the An- 
cient Order of United Workmen he is connected 
with Norman Lodge. He is also a member of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 


AMES M. HAY, familiarly known as Dr. 

Hay, was born in Bedford, Lawrence 

county, Ind., in 1839. His parents, J. M. 
and Sarah (Bates) Hay, were natives of Indiana, 
the former being a prominent attorney and poli- 
tician. It is doubtful if any of the pioneers of 
Medford have so substantially identified them- 
selves with the growth and development of the 
community as has Dr. Hay. With the wisdom 
born of long and practical experience in the af- 
fairs of life, he has seemed to dominate the ne- 
cessities of the embryo town and to infuse into 
its expanding possibilities the requisite strength 
of judgment and forethought. 

Though originally destined by ability and in- 
clination for the profession of medicine, the doc- 
tor’s experience in that line was confined to 
three years of study with Dr. M. Field, with 
whom he began to be associated when only 
twelve vears of age. When fifteen vears old he 
sought the freedom of life as exemplified by the 
cattlemen on the plains, and until twenty-two 
years old lived upon a cattle ranch near Indian- 
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apolis, Ind. With the breaking out of the We 
he enlisted in Company F, Seventh Indiana ‘e 
fantry at Indianapolis, and participated in most 
of the important battles of the war, including 
those of Winchester, Fredericksburg, Antietam, 
Gettysburg, Cedar Mountain, the Wilderness, 
City Point and Petersburg. At the latter place 
he was captured and remanded to Richmond for 
three weeks, then to Belle Island, where he re- 
mained until the 18th of November. On the way 
to Sadsbury he escaped with his brother, F. M.. 
by cutting a hole through the bottom of the car, 
and madé his way to Washington. The brothers 
served in the war for three and a half vears, al- 
though J. M. was first discharged in Indian- 
apolis, in January of 1865. During the hostilities 
Mr. Hay was four times wounded, though at no 
time in a serious manner. On the 4th of May, 
1864, a ball grazed his head, but the wound 
proved to be only skin deep. 

After the war Dr. Hay lived in Illinois for 
seven years, and bought and sold horses and 
cattle. From there he went to a claim thirty- 
five miles west of Wichita, and after three years 
moved into the town, and on Douglas avenue 
opened a paper and paint store, which he con- 
ducted until 1884. At the same time he becam2 
interested in the real-estate business, both of the 
enterprises being successfully carried on, and 
a profitable disposition made of them at the time 
of his removal to Ness county. There he lost 
money, and did not realize his expectations, and 
in the hope of retrieving his fortunes removed 
to Dallas, Tex., and went into business with a 
company of builders. This venture proved a 
success, and after a short residence in Dallas 
he came to Oklahoma. September 16, 1893, he 
located a claim ten miles north of Medford, 
which is at the present time one of the best im- 
proved claims in the vicinity, and, it may be said, 
in Grant county. The house, barns, fences and 
general improvements are of the best. possible 
kind procurable. In addition, he is the pos- 
sessor of thirty acres adjoining the town, and 


of nearly all of the best building sites in the 
town, 
Upon first coming to Medford, Dr. Hay en- 


gaged in the drug business for two years. Ile 
built the Commercial Hotel, which he managed 
for five years, and which is rented at the pres- 
ent time. In Paris, Hl., in 1865, he married Mrs. 
Fannie A. Peck, of Bedford, Lawrence county. 
Ind. Of this union there have been five chil- 
dren, viz.: Hattie, Fannie, Frankie, Minnie, and 
Nettie. Frankie is now the widow of LE. Lover. 
and is greatly interested in educational matters. 
Tn 1894 she was elected on the Populist ticket to 
the superintendeney of the Grant county schools, 
and re-elected in 1806. 


In politics Dr. Hay has always been identi 
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fied with the Republican party, and cast his 
first presidential vote for Lincoln. In 18908 he 
was elected to represent district No. 22, and 
has held many offices within the gift of his lo- 
cality. He was the first president of the board 
of trustees, and was three times elected justice 
of the peace of the town. He is entitled to the 
esteem and appreciation which are readily ac- 
corded him by his fellow pioneers in Mediord, 
and to the success which has been won by up- 
right and honest methods of business. 


D. HICKOK, whose well-conducted farm 
and blacksmith shop are located on the 
southwest quarter of section 5, township 

9, range 3 west, Cleveland county, was born in 
Windsor township, Ashtabula county, Ohio, 
September 10, 1826. His parents, Ira Allen 
and Temperance (Sweeney) Hickok, early set- 
tled in Geauga county, Ohio. While living there 
the father died, and at the time his son, A. D., 
was five or six years of age. He was a black- 
smith by trade, and was a worthy and industrious 
man and citizen. The mother died in 1840, at 
Parkman, Geauga county. 

A. D. Hickok, though early in life deprived 
of the care and influence of his father, developed 
a stanch and reliable independence. At the age 
of fourteen he began a sea-faring life, which 
he continued until “the Mexican war. ie 1847 
he enlisted for the Mexican war in Company D, 
Eleventh United States Infantry, which landed 
at Vera Cruz and then went to the city of Mex- 
ico. He served in the war for about a year, and 
while at Vera Cruz he was taken ill, and upon 
arriving at home his own mother did not know 
him, so emaciated had he become. -Of the 
seventy-six hopeful hearts who started for the 
war from Wooster, Ohio, but fourteen lived to 
tell the tale of their sufferings during the war, 
and one of the fourteen died soon after returning 
to his home. 

When peace was assured, Mr. Hickok re- 
turned to his former home and worked at the 
trade of blacksmith in Nelson, Portage county, 
and Parkman, Geauga county, continuing the 
same until 1855. Meantime he was united in 
marriage with Pera Howell, and of this union 
therewas ‘one child, Allen. In 1855 Nr. Hickols 
went to West Salem, Wis., and began the man- 
ufacture of steel plows, which effort was attended 
by considerable success until the breaking out 
of the Civil war. In the meantime he had con- 
tracted a second marriage with Lavina Christ- 
man, 

While the war was in progress, Mr. Hickok 
read an account in the paper of the battle of 
Bull Run, which so inflamed his patriotic spirti 
that he returned to his steel plow shops, paid 
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off his men, shut up the business, and began to 
organize a company for service. He was im- 
mediately elected first leutenant of the com- 
pany, which was Company I, Eighth Wisconsin 
Infantry. He was first under fire at the battle 
of Frederickstown, Mo., and was in the cam- 
paign on Island No. 10. He was soon promoted 
to the rank of captain, and took part in the battle 
of Corinth, and in all the engagements in which 
the company participated. It is remembered 
that the Eighth Wisconsin was the company 
that carried the famous old war eagle, “Abe,” 
and Mr. Hickok treasures a memento of his 
association with this wonderful bird, in the 
shape of a quill plucked from a wing, and which 
is now framed. In one respect his war record 
is remarkable, in that he was never wounded, 
captured or laid up in the hospital. 

In 1865 Mr. Hickok settled in Columbus City, 
Iowa, and from there, in 1882, removed to Sum- 
ner county, Kans., where he staid until the 
opening of Oklahoma. He at first located near 
where he has since lived, but finally sold his 
claim for the one now in his possession. His 
farm is well improved, and fitted with all modern 
appliances. In 1897 he erected the present com- 
fortable and commodious residence. The third 
marriage of Mr. Hickok occurred in 1865, unit- 
ing fim with Elizabeth Powell, and of this union 
there is one son, Frank, who was born in Iowa, 
and is living at home with his father. Mr. 
Hickok cast nis first presidential vote for Fill- 
more, the free-soil candidate, and in 1856 he 
voted for J. C..Fremont. - He later cast his vote 
for Peter Cooper, the greenback candidate, and 
is at the present time a member of the Populist 
party. In 1894 he was nominated for the log 
islature by the Populists, and was defeated by 
only seven votes. In soleion he is a member 
of the Christian Church, and contributes hber- 
ally towards its charities and support. It is 
a matter of pride with him that he was a member 
of the Oklahoma “Boomers,” to whose unceas- 
ing efforts was largely due the opening of the 


territory for settlement. 
Me dence in Pond Creek Mr. Englert has iden- 

tified himself with the best interests of the 
town, and has. shown an unflagging zeal in pro- 
moting the various enterprises for its upbuild- 
ing. Upon arriving here in 1893 he at once 
engaged in the wholesale and retail liquor and 
ice business, conducting his enterprise within the 
limited circimference of a tent, which served 
the purpose in lieu of better accommodations. 
The drinkable goods were served from shining 
till cups, carrying out the rather primitive condi- 
tions of most pioneer undertakings, A fine and 
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large building was later erected, in which the 
affairs of the owner have since been conducted. 
The appearance of the town has been vastly im- 
proved by the fine residence erected by Mr. 
Englert, and he also erected, in company with 
his brother-in-law, Conrad Strecker, the present 
mayor of Pond Creek, a large business block, 
which they rent, and which is located on Main 
street. In addition he is the possessor of several 
valuable and unimproved lots. 

Of German descent, Mr. Englert was born in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1868, and is a son of Joseph 
and Eva Englert, who moved to Ford county, 
Kans., when ‘their son Andrew was a boy. Their 
experiences in the wilds of Kansas were of a 
nature to be vividly retained in the memory, and 
are associated with the terrors inspired by the 
Indians, who still regarded the country as theirs 
by right of possession and inheritance. Mr. 
Englert remembers when all the families of the 
settlers were concentrated in the center of the 
town and guarded night and day by the men of 
the commuuity. Later the Englert family re- 
moved to Montgomery county, Kans., where the 
parents are still, living, and w there their son was 
married in 1892 to Ida Strecker, a sister of Con- 
rad Strecker, and a daughter of Adam and Do- 
rada Strecker. A year and a half after his mar- 
riage Mr. Englert left his home surroundings 
and came to Oklahoma, settling in Pond Creek. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Englert have been born four 
children, viz.: Eva E., Katie, Joseph F. and Her- 
bert. Mr. Englert is a firm believer in the prin- 
ciples adv oeated by the Democratic party, and 
never swerves from voting the ticket of his party. 
. At the present time he is councilman from the 
first ward, and as a member of the board of edu- 

cation has ample opportunity to apply his inter- 

est in the cause of education. The family are 
members of the Catholic Church, in the erection 
of which Mr. Englert was substantially inter- 
ested. 


M. MOORE, one of the most enterprising 

S and progressive business men of Norman, 
arrived in Oklahoma on the 22nd of -\pril, 
1889, and has since been prominently identified 
with its interests. He was born near Lafayette, 
Ind., April 6, 1837, a son of Edward and Kittie 
(Foster) Moore, both natives of Ohio, while 
the former was of Scotch and the latter of 
Scotch-Irish descent. The maternal grand- 
father was a farmer of the Buckeye state. The 
grandfather Moore belonged to an old New 
England family, and at an early day removed to 
Ohio. He was a soldier of the war of 1812. The 
father of our subject was an agriculturist and 
followed his chosen occupation near Lafavette, 
in Warren county, Ind., where he died. His 


ter one 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


wife passed away in the same place in 1849. To 
them were born twelve children, but only four 
are now living: Vhomas, who lives on the old 
homestead in Indiana; Bessie, also a resident of 
that state; S. M., of this review; and Hester, 0! 
Indiana. 

On the home farm S. M. Moore grew to man- 
hood, and pursued his studies in one of the prim- 
itive log schoolhouses, with its slab benches. 
puncheon floor and huge fireplace. All writing 
was done with a quill pen. For some years he: 
engaged in teaching school, first in Indiana, at 
the same time following farming in Warren 
county. In 1870 he removed to Carroll county, 
Iowa, locating near Carroll City, where he con- 
tinued to follow the dual occupation for some 
time, and also served as deputy county auditor 
two years. Later he was engaged in the bakery 
and confectionery business at Carroll City until 
1887, when he removed to Harper, Kans., and 
resumed farming. Subsequently he spent two 
years at Syracuse, Hamilton county, that state, 
where he served as deputy county clerk and 
as county commissioner during the fight between 
Syracuse and Kendall for the county seat. He 
then returned to Harper, where he was engaged 
in the real-estate business until his removal to 
Norman, Okla., April 22, 1889. He built a resi- 
dence here, but for one year after his arrival 
was engaged i in the real-estate business in Okla- 
homa City. He then took a claim adjoining 
Norman on the south, and in connection with its 
improvement he continued to deal in real es- 
tate. Mr. Moore served as city plumber four 
years, and has since successfully carried on a 
bakery and confectionery establishment, having 
built up an excellent trade. He is a manutfac- 
turer of ice cream and is the leading caterer of 
the city. He is a wide-awake, energetic business 
man, whose success is due to his diligence, en- 
terprise and good management. 

At Thorntow n, Ind., Mr. Moore was united 
in marriage with Miss Mattie King, who was 
born in Ohio, but was reared in the Hoosicr 
state. By this union two children were born: 
Viola D., now the wife of Charles T. Gorton, of 
Norman; and Willie E., who died at the age of 
twenty-two years. Mr. Moore gave to his daugh- 
hundred acres of land, and also gave 
forty acres as a site for the. University of Okla- 
homa. He is public-spirited and progressive. 
and gives his support to all worthy enterprises 
for the good of the community in which he lives. 
His own beautiful home on the corner of Main 
and University avenues is the finest in the city. 
The Republican party has always found in Mr. 
Moore a’stanch supporter of its principles, and 
he efficiently served’ asa member of the city 
council from the second ward for one term. Ke 
ligiously, he is a member of the Methodist I:pis- 
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copal Church. He is a prominent Odd Fellow, 
and united with that order at Thorntown, Ind. 
He transferred his membership to the lodges in 
Iowa and Kansas, where he resided, and was 
the founder of the lodge at Norman, of which he 
is past noble grand. He has filled all the 
chairs in the Encampment, and in 1865 repre- 
sented his lodge in the Sovereign Grand Lodge 
at Atlantic City, N. J. 


ON. WILLIAM GRIMES, chairman of the 
Oklahoma Republican central committee, 
has been a powerful factor in the pioneer 

period of this territory, and in his official capac- 
ities has been very influential in placing it upon 
a safe and firm basis of prosperity. The general 
public, realizing this, speak of him only in the 
highest terms, and undoubtedly will take genu- 
ine interest in perusing this history of his career. 

The great-grandfather of our subject, John 
Grimes, was a native of Ireland, and at the age 
of eighteen emigrated to Virginia, with two 
brothers, one of whom settled in North Carolina, 
while the other became a resident of Tennessee. 
John Grimes participated in the war of the Rev- 
olution, and subsequently became a wealthy 
planter in the Old Dominion. His wife, Ann 
Grimes, was born January 15, 1767, and died 
February 17, 1842. She was a doctress, and rode 
for many miles in different directions from her 
home at night, hanging a lantern on the pom- 
mel of her saddle to light the way. 

The grandfather of our subject, also named 
John Grimes, was born May 10, 1791, in Vir- 
ginia, and, being trained in the principles of a 
patriot, he volunteered his services to his coun- 
try in the second war with Great Britain, and 
his sword is still in the possession of his de- 
scendants. He won distinction by gallantry and 
wisdom displayed in the leading of the company 
of which he was the captain, and in an engage- 
ment with the English and their crafty Indian 
allies he was wounded by an arrow, but, luckily, 
did not fall into the hands of his foes. Later 
he went to Perry county, Ohio, and settled in 
.the dense forest, where he cleared a farm, and 
in the course of time became wealthy, owning 
two thousand acres, aside from the twelve quar- 
ter-sections of land which he gave to his twelve 
children, six of whom were sons and six daugh- 
ters. Hislong and very useful life came to a close 
in the Centennial year. His wife, who was Miss 
Catherine VanSickles in her youth, was born 
September 27, 1799, and also was a scion of an 
honored old Virginia family. Her parents were 
early settlers of Perry county, Ohio, and later 
of Fairfield county, same state. 

George W. Grimes, who, with his brother 
John, served in Company I, One Hundred and 
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Thirty-fiftth Ohio Infantry, in the Civil war, 
being in the command of General Sigel in the 
great Shenandoah campaign, was born October 
18, 1824, near Somerset, Ohio,. near the old 
home of General Sheridan. He continued to 
give his attention to the management of his Ohio 
farm until after the birth of his first child, when 
he removed to the vicinity of Decatur, Ill., and 
was there when the first railroads were con- 
structed through that section. He returned to 
his native state in 1856 and carried on a farm 
near his old home for several years. Within 
fifteen years a number of farms were bought and 
sold by him, and for a period he owned and oper- 
ated some coal mines which he finally sold to the 
Hocking Valley corporation. From 1871 to 
1881 he was numbered among the farmers of 
Warren county, Ohio, his home being near Har- 
veysbure. The remainder of his life was spent 
in Sterling, Neb., his death occurring May 10, 
1898, when he was in his seventy-fourth year. 
For fifty-four years he had been an active mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, for 
forty-two years a Mason, and for a long time 
was affiliated with the Grand Army of the Re- 
public. 

For a wife Mr. Grimes chose Sarah A. Smoot, 
a native of Blue Ridge, Va., born May 2, 1829. 
Her father, Lofton Smoot, who was of German 
descent, was a blacksmith and wagon-maker by 
trade, and for years was a resident of Perry 
county, Ohio, and with his wife and family 
finally located near Decatur, Ill., where the 
worthy couple resided until called ee their re- 
ward. Mrs. Grimes, who departed this life 
March 31, 1892, was a lady of excellent education 
and ability. She was but nineteen years old 
when she left her Virginia home to become a 
teacher in Perry county, Ohio, and successfully 
conducted a select school until her marriage 
Her eldest child, Lucy, died in Illinois, when 
four years old, and the other daughter, Mrs. 
Mary Mason, died May 2, 1881, in Nebraska. 
LaFayette, the eldest son, is a farmer and. mer- 
chant of Sterling, Neb.; Alexander, of Clarks 
Neb., and Josiah, of Dayton, Ohio, are traveling 
salesmen, ; 

William Grimes was born near New Lexine- 
ton, Ohio, November 6, 1857, and his boyhood 
was passed in the quiet routine of farm life. At 
twenty he decided to seek another means of 
earning his livelihood, and in February, 1878, 
he went to Hastings, Neb., wheré he commenced 
learning the printer’s trade. Emploved in vari- 
ous capacities by the Gazette (now the Gazette- 
Journal) of that place, he later was connected 
with the Harvard (Neb.) Journal, and in the 
spring of 1881 bought an interest in the paper. 
changing the name to the Sun, and publishing 
it in Sterling, Neb. Though it is yet in enist- 
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ence, he sold out his interest in the paper at the 
end of eighteen months, in order to devote his 
entire attention to a mercantile business which 
he had established in the meantime. In connec- 
tion with a grocery, he carried a full line of agri- 
cultural implements and built up a large and 
remunerative business. 

In the fall of 1885 Mr. Grimes was elected on 
the Republican ticket to the office of sheriff, and 
though he was the youngest man in the state 
holding that responsible position, he performed 
his difficult duties so well that he was given two 
medals for bravery and efficiency, the arrest of 
some convicts who had escaped from the state 
penitentiary being the immediate cause of this 
acknowledgment. In 1887 he was honored by 
re- -election to the office, and received a large 
and gratifying majority of votes. The same year 
he was elected secretary of the Sheriffs’ Associa- 
tion of the state. He served until May, 1889, 
when he resigned both positions in order to be- 
come a permanent resident of Oklahoma. 

On the 22nd of April, 1889, Mr. Grimes came 
to Kingfisher and located a claim on section 
14, adjoining the city. Iorming a partnership 
with J. W. McLoud, he was in the real-estate 
business here until September, 1890, when he 
was appointed by President Harrison to the im- 
portant position of United States marshal. The 
first incumbent of this office in this territory, he 
had no easy life, as he had to deal with a large 
class of lawless persons who had flocked to this 
section from all parts of the Union. Many an 
encounter did he and his deputies, at times num- 
bering over one hundred, have with cattle 
thieves, trainrobbers and desperadoes of allkinds, 
among them being the noted Cooks, Stars, Poes, 
“Tulsa” Jack and the Dalton gang. Altogether, 
from twelve to fifteen hundred arrests were made 
during the three years of his term. In July, 
1893, he was supplanted by a gentleman ap- 
pointed by the opposite political party, and re- 
sumed his accustomed labors in the business 
world. He still owns his fine farm, now increased 
to two hundred and fifty acres, and owns other 
property in this county, amounting to about 
eight hundred acres. He has conducted a furni- 
ture business in Kingfisher and has built a num- 
ber of residences and stores and business blocks 
here, among them the Grimes block, used as a 
court-house and district court-rooms, which was 


consumed by fire August 23, 1900. One of the 
organizers of the Kinefisher Bank, and later 


a director and vice-president of the same until it 
was sold, and similarly associated with the Guth- 
rie & Ningfisher Railroad Company. he has been 
a material power for progress and prosperity 
here, and always has manifested his public spirit 
by influence and means. One of the foremost 
in the organization of NKinefisher College, he 
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has been one of its trustees from the beginning 
of its history. Connected with innumerable 
commercial enterprises, and president of the first 
board of trade in this city, he has been looked up 
to and relied upon as a man of experience and 
sound financial policy. 

During his residence in Nebraska, Mr. Grimes 
came to the front ranks in political circles, and 
upon his arrival in this locality was made chair- 
man of the first executive committee of the Anti- 
Provisional Government Convention, held at 
I'risco, Canadian county, July 12, 1889. This, 
the first, and up to this time the largest, convo- 
cation held within this territory, fulfilled its pur- 
pose, and the resolutions adopted by the body 
and sent to congress met due consideration, and 
a legal territorial government was given the 
people, May 10, 1890. Mr. Grimes was sent as 
a delegate to the first Republican convention 
held at Oklahoma City, and was made a member 
of the executive committee. Int8grhe was made 
a member of the territorial committee, on which 
he has acted ever since, and every year since 
1892 he has been re-elected to the chairmanship, 
and thus has called every territorial Republican 
convention, with one exception. May 10, 1900, 
he was elected national committeeman for the 
territory of Oklahoma 

Fraternally, Mr. Grimes is very popular in a 
number of clubs and societies. He belongs to 
the Ancient Order of ae Workmen, the 
Woodmen, the Odd Fellows and the Masonic 
order. He was initiated into Masonry at T ecum- 
seh, Neb., and is now connected with Kingfisher 
Lodge No. 8, A. F. & A. M.: Kingfisher Chap- 
ter, R. A. M.; and formerly belonged to Ascen- 
sion Commandery No. 3, K. T., of El Reno, but 
since the organization of Cyrene Commandery 
No. 6, Kingfisher, he has been a member of that 
body. Moreover, he is identified with India 
Temple; Nor MSs of Oklahoma ‘City,’ and in 
1899 represented that body at the grand council 
at Buffalo, N. Y. 

The marriage of Mr. Grimes and Miss Marv 
Cieaver, a native of Harveysburg, Ohio, was sol- 
emnized in that place, December 24. 1878. Her 
paternal grandparents, Peter and Sarah (Crew) 
Cleaver, were members of the Society of Friends, 
and were prominent in that sect. The former 
Was a pioneer farmer in Warren county, Ohio, 
and died there when in his thirty-sixth year. 
Both himself and wife were natives of North Car- 
olina, and she, born January 21, 1801, lived until 
T888. Mrs. Grimes’ maternal grandparents, John 
Milton and Sarah (Martindale) Reason, were 
natives of Virginia and Maine, respectively, and 
Baptists in religion. Mrs. Grimes’ parents, Wil- 
liam and Martha (Reason) Cleaver, were natives 
of Ohio. The father was a Quaker by birth, but 
both parents later attended the Free-Will Bap- 
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tist Church, of which the mother became a mem- 
ber. The father is still living on the old Peter 
Cleaver homestead in Warren county, Ohio, 
where his birth occurred. Four children have 
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Grimes, namely: 
Flo M.; William, who died at birth; Lutiec, who 
died at the age of thirteen months; and Thayer. 
Flo M. was graduated in the Kingfisher high 
school, and later was a student in Kingfisher 
College; December 25, 1899, she became the wife 
of Dorsey M. kreitzer, an attorney of Dayton, 
Ohio... Mrs. Grimes is a lady of excellent edu- 
cation, and is a graduate of the high school at her 
birthplace. 


BLBERT LA SALLE LARSH., . This.es- 
teemed ex-mayor of Norman is recognized 
as one of the founders of Cleveland county, 

and, in fact, his residence was the first one. built 
after the opening of this locality to settlement. 
The claim which he secured on that April 22, 
1889, is now included within the corporate limits 
of Norman, and eighty acres of the land was laid 
out in town lots by him, the strip being called 
Larsh’s Addition. In almost innumerable w ays 
he has contributed to the material prosperity 
of Norman, and when a new industry or im- 
provement is contemplated here he is one of the 
first appealed to, and rarely in vain. As is 
generally known, he stands high in business, po- 
litical and fraternal circles, as he justly deserves, 
for he is a man worthy of the public’s tributes 
of esteem. 

Early in the annals of America, the great- 
grandfather of D. L. Larsh, on the paternal side, 
came to these shores from France, his native 
land. The next in the line of descent, the grand- 
father of our subject, was a pioneer farmer of 
Preble county, Ohio, and on the old homestead 
near Eaton the) birth-of 1. .M.,. father of D..L. 
Larsh, occurred. He went to the neighborhood 
of Edinburg, Ill., at an early period in that 
state's history, and remained there, engaged in 
farming, until February 17, 1889, when he be- 
came an agriculturist of Larned, Pawnee county, 
Ikans. For two terms he served there as county 
treasurer, and always has taken a very influential 
part in Republican politics. His wife, formerly 
Miss Nancy May, was born in Eaton, Ohio, and 
comes from a pioneer family of that state. Fight 
sons were born to this estimable couple, and six 
of the number are identified with Oklahoma's 
interests. The eldest, William Van Renssclaer, 
is a contractor of Columbus, Ohio; Sherman 
Porter, ex-assistant cashier of the Bank of Te- 
cumseh, Okla., is a merchant of that place; Wai- 
ter Emmett is local agent of the Waters Pierce 
Oil Company, in Perry, Okla.; Ernest Carlyle 
operates the old Kansas homestead; Homer 
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Parker is county clerk of Noble county, living 
in Perry; Almon Chester, of El Reno, is em- 
ployed as a clerk; and Harry Lee is employed 
in the postoffice at Perry. 

D. L. Larsh was born near Edinburg, IIL, 
March 21, 1863, and received his education in 
the public schools of that state and of Iansas. 
In the spring of 1879 he accompanied the family 
to Larned, Kans., and there completed the high 
school course. Later he mastered telegraphy 
at Pawnee Rock, Kans., on the Santa Fe, and 
then served as an operator at that point. After- 
wards he held a similar position at Great Bend, 
and when transferred to Dodge City was assist- 
ant cashier of the freight office for four years. 
The following year he served as agent at Abbey- 
ville and Rush Center, Kans., and in July, 1887, 
was placed in charge of the Santa Fe’s branch 
lines at Purcell, I. T., being the first agent there, 
and as such he continued until the opening of 
Oklahoma, when he resigned. 

April 22, 1889, D. L. Larsh cast in his destiny 
with this territory, and on the ensuing day com- 
menced the erection of his house on the claim 
which he had made in section 31. From Purcell 
he had brought the material, much oi it already 
put together, and thus it is believed to have been 
the first house completed in this county. Im- 
mediately upon “proving up” his property, four- 
teen months after settling thereon, he com- 
menced laying out the “addition” previously 
mentioned. In the spring of 1889 he opened 
the first furniture store in Norman, and put un 
a large two-story building for the purpose. This 
was destroyed in a severe wind-storm, and the 
owner then constructed a more substantial build- 
ing, 50x60 feet in dimensions, and for two years 
carried on a furniture and undertaking business. 
In 1890 he assisted in organizing the Citizens’ 
Bank, and for some time acted as cashier of the 
institution, resigning in the fall of 1891, in order 
to accept an appointment as secretary and dis- 
bursing officer of Town Site Board No. 4, under 
the jurisdiction of the Department of the Inte- 
rior. This board “proved up” and issued town 
sites to Norman, Lexington, Noble, Moore and 
Il Reno, completing the work in 1894. 

During that year Mr. Larsh purchased an 
interest in the Norman Mill & Elevator Com- 
pany, and for two years served as secretary and 
manager, after which he operated a cotton-gin 
for about a year. In 1807 he was the assistant 
cashier of the Citizens’ B ae and for the past 
two years has given his attention chiefly to the 
milling business. He had disposed of his stock, 
but bought an interest in the reorganized Nor- 
man Milling & Grain Company, of which he has 
since been secretary and manager. The mill, 
built eight years ago, has been greatly enlarged, 
and now has a capacity of two hundred barrels 
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of flour a day, the favorite brands being “Nor- 
man’s Best” and “Snowflake.” The elevator, 
situated on the Santa Fe, has a capacity of fifty 
thousand bushels, and the great quantities of 
corn and wheat which are handled are shipped 
to points on the Pacific and Gulf coasts. In 
1g00 the company erected an elevator, holding 
twelve thousand bushels, at Moore, and stations 
at Noble and Edmond also are operated. In 
1894 Mr. Larsh purchased the cotton-gin here, 
and in 1899 made a large addition to the original 
structure. The plant has a capacity of sixty bales 
a day, part of the product being passed through 
the double-cylinder, square-bale press, and the 
remainder through the new Lowry round-bale 
press. In the Oklahoma & Indian Territorial 
Millers’ Association he is now serving as treas- 
urer, and he also belongs to the Oklahoma Grain 
Dealers’ Association. Largely interested in city 
real estate as yet, and connected with many 
minor enterprises, he is thoroughly identified 
with the affairs of this community. 

In Republican circles Mr. Larsh is a leader, 
and as secretary of the Cleveland county central 
committee he has rendered effective service. In 
1896 he was the secretary of the territorial con- 
vention, in which Congressman Flynn was nom- 
inated. According to the Odd Fellow records, he 
was the first candidate for membership in the 
fraternity initiated in this territory, the cere- 
mony being performed November 23, 1889. He 
has occupied all of the offices in Norman Lodge 
No. 1, and was one, of the original members o1 
the erand lodge of Oklahoma, became grand 
herald, and was grand master in 1895-96, the 
youngest holding that exalted position in the 
history of the order in the United States, up to 
that time. He also is a member or the En- 

campment of Oklahoma City. 

In 2889, in Purcell, 1. Ty, the marriage of Mr. 
Larsh and Mrs. Nellie Singleton was solemnized. 
She is a native of Edinburg, Ind., and is a daugh- 
ter of Charles Hays, now engaged in farming 
in Iowa, a lady of good education and 
attainments, she is popular in Norman and is a 
valued member of the Baptist Church 


social 


AMES McDANIEL, whose home is on the 
northwest quarter of section 1, township 8, 
range 3 west, Cleveland county, has contrib- 

uted his full share towards the dev elopment of 
this locality, and is justly ranked with the pro- 
gressive agriculturists of Oklahoma. 

Though he is a native of Virginia, as was his 
father before him, he has been noted for many 
characteristics commonly attributed to the peo- 
ple, of the north. His father, Asa. \{eDaniel, 
born in Washington county, Va., January 28, 
1827, was a Whig, casting his first presidential 
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ballot for William H. Harrison, and since the 
organization of the Republican party has been 
‘affliated with it. His life has been devoted to 
farming in Virginia, and it was not until 1896 
that he removed from there. His wife, whose 
girlhood name was Margaret De Busk, departed 
this life at their old home several years ago. 
His father, long numbered among the thriving 
farmers of Washington county, was born and 
reared in Maryland, “and after his marriage dwelt 
in the Old Dominion until claimed by death. 

Born November 16, 1853, James McDaniel 
was reared at the old home farm in Washington 
county, and when twenty years of age marricd 
Miss’ Sarah’ Cress, in Lee county, Va. Ten 
children were born to them, seven now living, 
namely: Mitchell and Clinton, who are married, 
and are residents of Cleveland county; Job, Wil- 
liam, Harrison, Jennie and George W. The 
faithful wife and mother was summoned to the 
silent land in December, 1897. The lady who 
now bears the name of our subject became his 
wife in March, 1900. She formerly was Miss 
Harriet Taylor, Carroll county, Mo., being her 
birthplace. 

In the autumn of 1896 Mr. McDaniel came 
to Oklahoma, and for a year rented land, after 
which he purchased the quarter-section which 
he now cultivates, and has greatly improved. 
Like his father, he uses his right of franchise 
in favor of Republican nominees, and his first 
presidential vote was given to Garfield a score 
of years ago. Religiously, he is an adherent of 
the Methodist E piscopal Church South, in whose 
creed he was reared in youth. 


RTHUR FLITNER, who is doing an en- 
couraging and successful business in the 
line of hardware, lumber, grain and cotton, 

at Noble, Cleveland county, was born at Brigh- 
ton, Iowa, May 26, 1864. His parents, S. C. and 
S.S. (Jackson) T'litner, were farmers during the 
years of their activity, and were industrious, 
worthy people. 

Until after his twenty-first year Mr. Flitner 
remained on the home farm, and his life was not 
unlike that experienced by the average country- 
reared lad. He received a common-school edu- 
cation, and, upon starting out in the world for 
himself, was well equipped for the responsibili- 
ties before him. His first effort at independence 
was at Verdon, S. D., where he began to work 
in an elevator, and so highly were his services 
appreciated that he was later given entire charge 
of an elevator in North Dakota, and bought 
grain for the Northern Pacific Elevator Com- 
pany. In 1801 he returned to Verdon and en- 
tered the employ of G. W. Van Dusen, with 
whom he remained for two years. 
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In 1894 Mr. Flitner came to the town of 
Noble, Cleveland county, and engaged in the 
lumber business. His enterprise was attended 
with such success that he was warranted .in 
branching out and supplying the more general 
demands of the community. Accordingly, after 
a year had passed, he put in a complete line of 
hardware, and later added grain, and still later 
bought an interest in a small cotton gin, with 
W. J. Reid. This latter enterprise was consid- 
ered too small by far, and a new structure was 
put in place cf the old one. The new gin has a 
capacity of thirty-five bales for twenty-four 
hours. Recently Mr. Flitner embarked in the 
grain elevator business, in partnership with his 
brother and W. J. Reid. 

August 17, 1898, Mr. Flitner was united in 
marriage with Anna Reilly, a native of Leaven- 
worth, Kans. Previous to her marriage Mrs. 
Flitner had been engaged in educational work in 
Noble, and was teaching school when Mr. Flit- 
ner met her. Their marriage occurred at Colo- 
rado Springs. 

Mr. Flitner is independent in politics, and has 
exceedingly broad ideas regarding the politics of 
the administration. Fraternally he is associated 
with the Woodmen of the World and the Frater- 

nal Union of America. He is regarded as one of 
the most enterprising of the citizens of Noble 
and has displayed commendable interest in all 
that pertains to the upbuilding and growth of 
his town and locality. He is ably assisted in his 
business by his sister, Miss Carrie Flitner, who 
became his partner when he first entered the 
hardware business. 


T.-REV. FRANCIS KEY BROOKE. For 
a quarter of a century the Rt.-Rey. Francis 
Key Brooke has been actively engaged in 
ministerial work, and his earnest labors in the 
Master’s vineyard have been abundantly blessed 
with success. A gentleman of syperior talents 
and ripe erudition, he has placed his powers of 
mind and soul upon the altar of religion and 
never has spared himself in the great and noble 
tasks which he has been devoted to during his 
entire maturity. 

The great-great grandfather of the eaey of 
this article was a native of England. He came 
to the western shore of Maryland in 168! ‘aiid 
became a prominent citizen of Marvland. The 
great-grandfather and grandfather of our sub- 


ject were born in Maryland, and the latter 
was a cousin of Chief-Justice Taney. Grand- 
father Brooke was a Roman Catholic in re- 


ligious preferment. The Rev. John Thomson 
Lrooke, father of our subject, was born in lrred- 
erick, Md., and when he arrived at manhood he 
commenced the study of law in the office of 
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Judge Taney, and, after being admitted to the 
bar, engaged in practice in his “home city. When 
he was twenty -three years of age he joined the 
I<piscopal Church, and later his example was 
followed by his three brothers and sister. Ile 
devoted much attention to the subject of religion 
and finally pursued a thorough course of theo- 
aan stilted! He was oraduated in Alexan- 
dria (Va.) Seminary in 1825, and that year was 
ordained to the ministry. He became a very 
influential factor in his denomination, and was 
noted for his superior attributes of mind le 
spirit. He held charges at Martinsburg, W. Wa., 
Georgetown, D. C,, and Cincinnati, Ohio. Wie 
also acted as professor of English literature in 
Kenyon College, at Gambier, Ohio, which insti- 
tution conferred upon him the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity. While a resident of Georgetown, 
D. C., he became warmly attached to [rancis 
Key, who was a vestryman in his congregation. 
Born in 1800, he was sixty-one years old when 
he was called to his reward. His wife, whose 
maiden name was Louisa R. Hunter, was born 
in Martinsburg, Va., a daughter of David 
Hunter, also a native of that locality and a pros- 
perous planter. She was of Scotch descent. She 
died at Piqua, Ohio, in 1883, and of her nine 
children six have entered the silent land. Hun- 
ter, who was an attorney in Washington, D. C., 
died in 1885; Leighton, who was engaged in 
railroading, died at West Point, Va., in 1896: 
and Pendleton, who was an Episcopal minister 
at Clinton, Mo., died there in 1897. Eleanor re- 
sides in Atchison, Kans., and William, a railroad 
man, lives in Allendorf, Iowa. 

The birth of Francis Key Brooke took place 
in Gambier, Ohio, November 2, 1852. He re- 
ceived fine educational advantages, and aiter 
completing his preparatory course at Rev. Mr. 
Robbins’ private school in Springfield, Ohio, he 
matriculated in Kenyon College in 1870, and 
four years later was graduated with the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts. In 1881 his alma mater 
conferred upon him the degree of Master of Arts. 
In 1874 he took up theological studies, and 
November 23, 1875, he was ordained deacon in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and placed in charge of Grace 


Church at College Hill, Ohio. On the 6th of 
May, 1877, he was ordained priest at Springfield, 
Ohio. “From September, 1877, to September. 


1880, he was rector of Christ Church at Ports- 
mouth, Ohio, after which he was rector of St. 
James’ Church, of Piqua, Ohio, until March, 1884. 
From that time until September, 1886, he was rec- 
tor of.Grace Church in Sandusky, Ohio, and then 


had charge of St. Peter's in St. Louis, Mo.. until 
October, 1888, and Trinity Church, Atchison, 
Kans., up to the close of 1892. While at .\tch- 


Northeastern Convoca- 
from 18go to 1893, and since 


ison he was dean of the 
tion of Kansas, 
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1889 he has been a trustee of the College of the 
Sisters of Bethany, in Topeka, Kans. In 1891 
he became professor of ethics and apologetics 
in the Kansas Theological School, and in -1892 
he was sent to the General Convention as a dep- 
uty from’ Kansas. In January, 1893, he was 
honored by the appointment as Bishop of the 
missionary district of Oklahoma and Indian ter- 
ritory. He removed to Guthrie, where he has 
been influential in securing better grounds and 
an appropriate church. 

The marriage of Bishop Brooke and Miss Mil- 
dred Ruth Baldwin was solemnized January 5, 
1881, in Bolivar, Tenn. She is a native of Sidney, 
Ohio, and is a daughter of Prof. Milton Baldwin, 
a gentleman of fine educational attainments. 
Her grandfather, John Baldwin, a_success- 


ful business man of Berea, Ohio, founded 
Baldwin University at that place, and also 
contributed liberally toward the founding 


of Baker University at Baldwin, Kans., which 
place was named in his honor. Her mother, 
Ruth Sheldon, a daughter of Rev. Henry O. 
Sheldon, was a remarkable woman, of rare edu- 
cational attainments, and experience as a teacher, 
being for ten years principal of Bethany College, 
Topeka, Kans. Mrs. Brooke received excellent 
educational privileges in Bethany College, To- 
peka, Kans., and inherited much of the talents 
with which her parents were endowed. Of the 
five children born to our subject and wife, Ruth 
Sheldon and Louisa Rebekah are students at 
Bethany College; John Thomson is attending 
Kenyon Military Academy, at Gambier, Ohio; 
Mary Baldwin and Elizabeth Hunter Brooke 
are at home. 


EORGE WOOD: LEVERICH.. ‘«Inaame- 
viewing the history of George Wood Lev- 
erich,-one is reminded of the wise saying 

of a celebrated New York financier to the effect 
that “in the man, and not in time, place or cir- 
cumstances, lies success.” In other words, some 
mien are sure to prosper in spite of adversity, 
for they possess the energy and spirit that can- 
not brook defeat, and with bravery and _ perse- 
verance press forward to the goal set before 
them—the goal of success. 

Born in Gentry county, Mo., George. Wood 
Leverich is a son of Stephen B. and Mary 
(Ames) Leverich. His birth took place March 
23, 1844, and when he was seven vears old his 
father died. Two years later the mother re- 
moved to a farm in Madison county, Iowa, and 
there, at a point about twenty-five miles south 
of Des Moines, the lad spent his vouth. He was 
a delicate child, and during his entire life he at- 
tended school only some nine months. 

At nineteen Mr. Leverich became a clerk in 
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a general store at St. Charles, Iowa, and at the 
end of four months he concluded to embark in 
a little enterprise of his own. True, he had 
saved but $20, but with this he equipped a small 
peanut and lemonade stand, which he managed 
for some five years, during which time he saved 
about $1,000. Going to Adair county, Lowa, 
in 1874, he invested in real estate, and within six 
years realized over $3,500 in cash on his sales 
of property. During the following six years he 
lived in Pocahontas county, same state, con- 
ducting a general store, and though his losses 
amounted to $4,000, he saved an amount nearly 
equal to that. In December, 1889, he came to 
Moore and opened the second store in the place, 
continuing in this enterprise for some time. He 
now owns a valuable farm on the southwest 
quarter of section 14, township I0, range 3, 
eighty acres of the same being well improved. 
Besides this, he has twenty-three acres of land 
near the University of Oklahoma, at Norman. 
In 1899 he again embarked in business at 
Moore, and carries a full line of dry goods and 
general merchandise. He merits and receives 
a large share of the local patronage, and enjoys 
the respect of all with whom he has dealings. 

In 1868 Mr. Leverich voted for Seymour, and, 
with the exception of 1884, when he gave his 
presidential ballot to Blaine, he has supported 
the nominees of the Democratic party. Though 
never desirous of holding public office, he now 
is acting as township clerk, in compliance with 
his friends’ wishes. Fraternally, he is a demitted 
member of the Knights of Pythias lodge of 
Sioux Rapids, Iowa. 

May 16, 1893, witnessed the marriage of 
George W. Leverich and Miss Amanda M. Sie- 
belts, in St. Louis, Mo. She is a native of that 
city, and was reared there, receiving a liberal 
public-school education. Her parents are Henry 
and Augusta (Nonnenkamp) Sicbelts. Two sons 
were born to our subject and wife, namely: Gil- 
bert P. and Tyre George. 

e 


OHN L. LONG. Orphaned at an early age, 
the subject of this sketch became dependent 
upon his native energy, and by the hardest 

effort has worked his way to a position of inde- 
pendence. By integrity and honorable business 
methods, he won the esteem of his acquaintances 
and in all his dealings has had due regard for 
the rights of others. 

A son of James B. and Mary A. (Henslee) 
Long, John L. Long was born in Saline county, 
Ark., November 5, 1851. Deprived of the loving 
care of his mother when he was but five years 
old, and six vears later having his father taken 
from him, the lad was thrown upon his own re- 
sourees at the most formative period of his life. 
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That he possessed the right kind of metal, how- 
ever, Was abundantly proved, for, with a spirit 
far beyond his years, he settled down to the hard- 
ships and responsibilities thus devolving upon 
“him. 

When twenty years of age, Mr. Long went 
to Dallas county, Tex., where he worked for 
stockmen and farmers for several years. In the 
Centennial year he rented a farm in the county 
mentioned, and subsequently bought some land, 
which he continued to cultivate with good re- 
sults until 1890, when he came to Oklahoma. 
Here he soon selected his present farm, paying 
therefor about $1,000. Tew improvements had 
been made on the property, which is located 
on section 25, township 9, range 3, and, under 
his jurisdiction, things soon were changed for 
the better. The old dugout, which had served 
as a house, was supplanted by a two-storied 
frame building, 24x24 feet in dimensions. An 
orchard and good cistern, granary and barns, 
are among the improvements he has placed here, 
and every department of farm work is in a flour- 
ishing condition. In March, 1900, he bought 
three hundred and twenty acres of land in Wash- 
ita county, Okla., and thus, altogether, he owns 
nearly five hundred acres 

April 5, 1876, Mr. Long married Miss Alice 
Furbee, in Dallas cotinty, Tex. Born in Marion 
county, W. Va., she is a daughter of Henry B. 
and Cordelia Gibson (Davis) Furbee. William, 
eldest child of our subject and wife, was born 
in Denton county, Tex., May 1, 1877, and now 
is carrying on a farm in Washita abort Okl 
Bert H., born in Dallas county, Tex., June os 
1870, lives at home. Cordelia, born is the same 
locality, is the wife of Charles Lee, of Washita 
county, and has two children. John L., Jr., was 
born in Dallas county, October 6, 1888. 

For two years our subject has been treasurer 
of Liberty township, and in 1898 was a candi- 
date for sheriff, but in the convention of his 
party was not the favored one. He is active in 
the Democratic party, and has been a delegate 
to a number of conventions. TF raternally, he is 
identified with the Modern Woodmen of Amer- 
ica. For some time he has been one of the elders 
in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church of Nor- 
man, and contributes liberally towards the grand 
work of elevating humanity. 


DWARD P. INGLE. The entire growth of 


Norman has been witnessed by this worthy 

pioneer of Cleveland county, and his own 
house was one of the first completed in this lo- 
cality. Besides, the well-known newspaper which 
he published here was one of the first journals 
of the territory, and in many of the infant enter- 
prises of this flourishing region he bore a part, 
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thus contributing to the advancement of our 
future state. 

Though he was born in Birmingham, Eng- 
land, September 7, 1859, [edward P. Ingle is 
practically an American, for he has spent al! 
but six years of his life in the United States. 
His parents, George and Emma (Teece) ligle, 
crossed the Atlantic with their children in 1865. 
and for two years dwelt in Tioga county, Pa. 
Later they lived in Peoria, Hl., and in Marshall 
county, same state, the father buying a farm, 
which he cultivated until 1886. Then, going to 
Cowley county, Kans., he resided there for a 
period, atter which he went to Logan county, 
Ark., and was living in that locality at the time 
of his death, when, March 3, 1893, he fell by 
the hand of an assassin. 

Edward P. Ingle spent his youth upon farms, 
and thoroughly mastered the business. Upon 
attaining his twenty-first year he married Miss 
Effie L. Dorrance, who was born and brought 
up in Stark county, Hl. The marriage of the 
young couple took place February 8, 1880, at 
the home of the bride’s parents, Henry Bb. and 
Mary E. (Powell) Dorrance. Their first-born, 
Roy, is a promising young man of about eight- 
een years. Pearl and Edna, the daughters, are 
at home and attending school. Roy was bora 
in Marshall county, Pearl in Stark county, and 
dna in this county. 

Tor two or more years after his marriage, Mr. 
Ingle operated farms in Stark and Marshall 
counties, Ill., and in 1886 bought a farm in 
Cowley county, Kans., and improved eightv 
acres. In the following year he removed to 
Purcell, I. T.. and for three years published the 
well-known Purcell “Register.” April 22, 1880. 
he came to Oklahoma and was fortunate in se- 
curing his homestead, on the southwest quarter 
of section 9, township 9, range 2 west. He has 
lived on this property ever since, and his house, 
a structure I4xI4 feet, with a shingled roof, was 
the first one finished in this netghborhood, as it 
was completed on the Saturday after the open- 
ing of the territory. In company with Mr. Larsh 
and Messrs. Waggoner and Helvie, he shipped 
the first lumber into Norman, and saw the first 
board nailed up in the town. Improving his 


farm rapidly, he now has a valuable place. From 
July, 1889, until October, 1899, he was the pro- 
prietor and publisher of the Norman: “Trans- 


cript,” one of the representative newspapers of 
the territory. As before stated, he also con- 
ducted the Pureell “Register” for a portion of 
this period, making a success of both. 

In the: ranks of: the. Republican party, Mr. 
Ingle has been an active worker since casting 
his first vote for ]. A. Garfield in 1880. Jn 1862 
he was appointed by Judge Clark as a United 
States commissioner, in which capacity le 
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served for a year and a half, when he resigned, 
on account of the pressure of his own business 
cares. While a citizen of Purcell he became a 
member of the Masonic order, and in Udell, 
Kans., he joined the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen. A Knight of Pythias, he is identified 
with Norman Lodge No.5. In all of life’s rela- 
tionships, he has been faithful and just, winning 
the genuine regard of his acquaintances. 


L. NEAL. 


While conducting his large 


and successful drug business in Medford.. 


Mr. Neal has had occasion to realize to a 
large extent his expectations in regard to life 
in the promising territory. In a general way, 
also, he has displayed an interest in ail that per- 
tains to the development of his locality, and is 
accounted one of the most reliable and enterpris- 
ing of the citizens of his adopted town. 

In his youth Mr. Neal was trained to agricul- 
tural pursuits, his parents, J. M. and Angie Neal, 
being farmers by occupation, and natives, re- 
spectively, of Georgia and Kentucky. He was 
born in New Madrid county, Mo., April 6, 1862, 
and lived in his native county until his seventh 
year, when he was taken by his parents to west 
Tennessee, and there grew to manhood. Added 
to a good common-school education and gradu- 
ation at the high school was the course in phar- 
macy at the St. Louis School of Pharmacy, from 
which he graduated with honors. 

For seventeen vears Mr. Neal engaged in the 
drug business in Tennessee. He came to Okla- 
_homa in 1894, and for a time engaged in business 
in Lexington and Pawnee. The prospects in 
these towns did not appeal to him, and he sought 
further for a congenial and remunerative location 
in Medford. Here he has since commanded the 
patronage of the majority of the residents of the 
town, who appreciate his enterprise and devo- 
tion to sound business principles. He at first 
conducted business in partnership with J. P. 
Renshaw, who is at the present time district clerk 
and secretary of the Republican territorial com- 
mittee. This association was amicably continued 
until February 1, 1899, when Mr. Neal opened 
a new store under the firm name of Cherokee 
Pharmacy. 

In 1890 occurred the marriage of Belle Wal- 
ters to Mr. Neal. Mrs. Neal was a daughter of 
James and Mahala Walters, of Gleeson, Tenn. 
She is the mother of one child, Otto, who was 
born in Tennessee, and is eight years of age. 
Mr. Neal is affiliated with the Democratic party. 
although he has extremely broad-minded views 
regarding the politics of the administration. He 
has never been an office-secker. Fraternally, he 
is connected with the Knights of Pythias, and ts 
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a charter member of the lodge in his town and 
past chancellor. The family are members of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and contrib- 
ute generously towards its maintenance. 


RTHUR M. MACKEY is one of the promi- 
nent and influential professional men of 
Pond Creek. As a member of the Okla- 

homa bar, he has exerted an extended influence, 
and as a broad-minded politician has been 
closely identified with the undertakings of the 
Democratic party. 

The ancestors of the Mackey family in Amer- 
ica are connected with the history of South 
Carolina. Arthur M. was born at Charleston, 
5S. C.; December 8, 1848, and is a son of Albert 
G. and Sarah (Hubbell) Mackey, also of that 
state. The paternal grandfather, John Mackey, 
was a soldier in the war of the Revolution, and 
was taken prisoner by the Tories and confined 
at Charleston. While being educated at the pub- 
lic schools, Arthur M. Mackey lived in his native 
state, and graduated from the high school just 
as the war broke out. He early decided to adopt 
the profession of law as a means of livelihood 
and an outlet for ambition, and in due time was 
admitted to the bar. After practicing law for a 
time in Winnsboro, Fairfield county. S. C., 
removed, after the expiration of ten years, to 
Washington, D. C., and continued in his former 
line of work, being connected with the firm of 
Crittenden & Mackey. 

A year later Mr. Mackey sought the far west 
as a possibly less crowded field of endeavor, and 
associated his fortunes with the city of Topeka, 
Kans., and in the year 1885 formed a partnership 
with Col. S. N. Wood, who met an untimely 
and tragic fate during the county-seat war be- 
tween the aiiferent factions. Thus bereft of his 
former associate in business, Mr. Mackey con- 
tinued the practice of law until the opening of 
Oklahoma. To him belongs the distinction of 
having opened the first office in Pond Creek, 
and Grant county, his building being the first 
erected on the town site. 

In the fall of 1894 Mr. Mackey was elected 
chairman of the Democratic county central com- 
mittee, and retained the office until the starting 
of the present campaign. He was also a dele- 
gate to the national Democratic convention at 
Kansas City that nominated W. J. Bryan for 
the presidency. He was nominated for the leg- 
islature on the fusion ticket, but met with the 
defeat that overwhelmed the fusionists in the 
territory. At the present time he is conducting 
his affairs under the firm name of Mackey & 
Simons, and it is safe to say that the firm does 
the majority of the law business of the town, and 
that they have met with the appreciation due thé 
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ability and upright dealings of the respective 
partners. 

In 1872 occurred the marriage of Mr. Mackey 
and Joanna L. Lloyd, a daughter of R. B. and 
Ellen E. Lloyd, of W ashington, Di:Cot, Of this 
union there are two children, Mary, who. is at 
‘home; and Paul, a student at the University of 
Oklahoma, at Norman, who graduates in I9otr. 


I MOORE owns and occupies one of the 
best farms in Oklahoma. His possessions 
embrace four hundred acres of valuable 

land in Logan county, a goodly portion of which 
is in a state of fine cultivation, improved with 
substantial buildings and stocked with good 
grades of horses, cattle and other animals inci- 
dental to the farm: Mr. Moore came to the ter- 
ritory in April, 1891, and purchased the south- 
east quarter of section 28, township 18, range 4 
west, to which he subsequently added the north- 
east quarter of section 33, and the north half of 
the southwest quarter of section 27, besides 
eighty acres in Crescent township, making four 
hundred acres of prairie and eighty acres of 
woodland. The home place is noticeable through- 
out that locality for its superiority of cultivation 
and the general air of thrift and comrort which 
surrounds it. 

The family history of Mr. Moore contains 
much of interest. He was born in Platte county, 
Mo., March 13, 1862, being the son of Lynch 
Moore and his estimable wife, Rebecca (Bailey) 
Moore, who were natives of Kentucky. The 
family migrated to Missouri in 1852 and settled 
on a new farm in Platte county, remaining there 
until about 1872. Thence they removed to Jack- 
son county, near Kansas City, still following 
farming, and there the parents still maintain 
their residence. Grandfather Moore was a native 
of Virginia and a soldier in the war of 1812. 

The mother of our subject lived in the vicinity 
of the sensational Glendale robbery, and many 
a time has recounted the story of that exciting 
time. Lynch Moore belonged to the home mil- 
itia, and upon the breaking out of the Civil war 
enlisted in the Union army, but an affection of 
_the eyes prevented him from serving as he 
wished. He, however, witnessed many of hte 
thrilling scenes of that period, notably the ope ra- 
tions of the bushwhackers, who made life miser- 
able for the ordinary patriot in the southwest 

Remaining in Missouri until i884, Mr. Moore 
then went to Colorado and carried on farming 
until he decided to make the experiment of life 
in Oklahoma. Meantime, December 24, 1888, 
he assumed marital and family ties, taking for 
his wife Miss Mary Te. Vonroy, daughter of Mar- 
tin and Temily Vonroy, the former of whom diced 
in Oklahoma in 1895. The mother still sur- 
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vives and makes her home with Mr. Moore. Of 
this union there is but one child, Nola G., who 
was born in Colorado. 

Mr. Moore has four brothers and three sisters: 
John, a resident of Denver, Colo.; Samuel, who 
remains with his father in Jackson county, Mo.; 
Richard and James, who are farming in Johnson 
county, Kans.; Anna, now Mrs. Lindsey, in Nan- 
sas City; Sarah, Mrs. Talley, in California; and 
Dollie, Mrs. Gillchan in Johnson county, Kans. 
Mrs. Moore has one sister, Mrs. Sarah Tavlor, 
of Colorado. The wife of our subject is a mem- 
ber of the Baptist Church. 

The first presidential vote cast by Mr. Moore 
was for Grover Cleveland. Afterward he fol- 
lowed the fortunes of the Democracy until the 
inception of the Populist party, when he identi- 
fied himself with the latter and hopes for its ulti- 
mate triumphr He belongs.to the A. Hl. T. A,, 
of Oklahoma. 


AMES C. DORLAND, a progressive and 
3 enterprising farmer of Canadian county, 
owns and occupies a well-equipped place on 
the southwest quarter of section 13, township 
14, range 8 west, and is successfully engaged in 
agricultural pursuits. He was born in Hunting- 
don county, Pa., March 20, 1855, a son of 
Thomas and Julia (Potter) Dorland, who moved 
to Warren county, Ill, when James was eleven 
vears old. There the father purchased land and 
successfully engaged in farming until 1885, when 
he removed to Antelope county, Neb. 

The boyhood and youth of our subject were 
passed in Illinois, and he was provided with fair 
educational advantages, attending the common 
schools near his home. On attaining his major- 
ity he left the parental roof and went to Ring- 
gold county, Iowa, where he rented land and fol- 
lowed farming for some vears. While there he 
was married, September 17, 1878, to Miss Laura 
Stahl, who was born in Perry county, Ohio, and 
removed to Ringgold county, Iowa, with her 
parents. To Mr. and Mrs. Dorland have been 
born seven children, namely: Edith, Maud, Roy, 
Bertha, Stella, Nellie and Pearl. TFdith has-suc- 
cessfully engaged in teaching, but is now attend- 
ing school. 

In 1883 Mr. Dorland returned to Hlinois, and 
operated his father’s farm for two vears. when 
he removed with the family to Antelope county, 
Neb., and purchased a tract of wild land, which 
he improved and cultivated for several years. In 
the fall of 1892 he came to Canadian county, 
Okla., and settled on his present farm. Tle 
brought with him two teams and enough money 
to erect a house 16x24 feet, to which he has since 
added. Ile has made many other improvements 
upon his place, has set out a small orchard, and 
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placed the land under a high state of cultivation. 
Mr. Dorland voted for Grover Cleveland in 1884, 
but with that exception has always affiliated with 
the Republican party. He is an active and prom- 
inent member of the Presbyterian Church of 
Okarche, and is now serving as elder of the same 
and superintendent of the Sunday-school. 


J. PALMER. In his combined capacity of 
postmaster and editor, Mr. Palmer has had 
much to do with the shaping of the in- 

tellectual and material growth of his adopted 
town of Medford. And it may truthfully be 
said that one who attains such pronounced men- 
tal endowments, by virtue of his own’ unaided 
efforts, and through persistent and determined 
study and application, is well qualified to lead 
the thought of his readers along the lines of his 
own conscientious research. 

A native of Canada, Mr. Palmer was born 
February 6, 1847, and is a son of Thomas and 
Catherine (McVay) Palmer, who were born in 
Canada. After a youth spent in his far-away 
home, Mr. Palmer went to New York at the age 
of eighteen. For twelve years he taught in the 
district and high schools of Towa and Illinois, 
his remuneration gradually changing from $25 
to $80 a month. While in Iowa, he embarked 
upon his first journalistic experience, and for one 
vear managed the Greenfield Patriot, at Green- 
field, Ilowa, then went to Muscatine of the same 
state, and later to What Cheer, where he re- 
mained for six years. At the end of that time 
he made a Satisfactory disposition of his paper, 
and proceeded to buy the Mason City Repub- 
lican, which was consolidated with the Express 
of the same place, and eventually sold. A iater 
venture was conducted in Meade county, Kans., 
where for seven years the Meade County Repub- 
lican had a gratifying career, and was turned 
over to other hands only at the opening of the 
Cherokee strip in September of 1893. 

The possibilities of the new country appealed 
to the natural energy and enthusiasm of ae 
Palmer, and with his well-equipped experience 
as a journalist, he determined to try his fortunes 
in Medford. The town is indebted to him for 
establishing the Patriot, the first number of 
which was issued October 26, 1893. It is at the 
present time the only paper which has survived 
the various changes and vicissitudes incident to 
the first few years of a promising town. .\s an 
aid to the work, a son of Mr. Palmer assumed 
the business management of the paper about 
one year ago, the father devoting his entire time 
to the editorial ‘ ident... filie plant i is located on 
Main street, the building and ground beine the 
property of; Mir, Palmer.) He alsoowns ithe 
postoffice building and a fine and commodious 
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residence. In partnership with his son, C. N., 
his business associate, he owns a large residence 
block in the town. 

The marriage of Mr. Palmer and Sarah Lazicr 
occurred April 4, 1871. Mrs. Palmer was asso- 
ciated with the youth of her husband, having 
been born and reared in the same neighborhood 
in Canada. She is a daughter of J. B. and Han- 
nah Lazier, of Port Perry, Canada. To this 
couple have been born three children: Mae is 
the wife of G. E. Woodruff, of Akron, Ohio, a 
manufacturer of automobiles; they have two 
children. -C. N., who is associated with his 
father as managing editor of the Patriot, is mar- 
ried and has two children. Cora is attending 
Bethany College, at Lindsburg, Kans., devoting 
her entire time to the study of vocal and instru- 
mental music. 

In politics Mr. Palmer is identified with the 
Republican party, which belief was arrived 
through various transitions. He was first a 
Granger, then a Greenbacker, and a Republican 
at the organization of that party. Formerly a 
free-trader, he is now in favor of high tariff, 
and is a Prohibitionist. With the cause of edu- 
cation in Medford he has had much to do, and 
was the first president of the school board of 
Medford. February 15, 1898, Mr. Palmer re- 
ceived the appointment of fourth-class postmas- 
ter, and December 13, 1899, was made presi- 
dential postmaster, a position which he now 
holds. In January of 1899 he was appointed 
United States court commissioner by Judge Bur- 
ford, of Guthrie. Fraternally he is associated 
with the Ancient Order of United Workmen. 


HARLES C. NAIL, M. D., formerly presi- 
dent of the village council of Moore, Cleve- 
land county, is one of the substantial citi- 

zens of this place. For about a decade he has 
been actively associated with the business inter- 
ests of Moore.,and, manifesting the faith which he 
has had in the future of this town, he has in- 
vested in real estate in this locality from time 
to ume, and in other material ways is prometing 
its welfare. 

The birth of Dr. ‘Nail occurred February 12, 
1860, in Benton county, Ark., his parents, F. T. 
and Nancy (Revis) Nail, being agriculturists of 
that section. His bovhood passed uneventfully 
upon the old homestead in Benton and Madison 
counties, and in the common schools of his 
neighborhood he laid the foundations of future 
knowledge. An apt student, he had so far suc- 
ceeded in his school work that at the age of 


eighteen he commenced teaching, and haa 
charge of two different schools. tn the mean 


time he began the study of medicine, and in TSO 
was graduated in the medical department of the 
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Jucdustrial University at Little Rock, Ark. Prior 
to this, however, he had becn engaged in med- 
ical practice in Logan county, Ark., for some 
time, and after he had received the degree of 
Doctor of Medicine he continued to carry on his 
professional labors in that region for two or 
more years. 

On Valentine's Day, 18go0, Dr. Nail was united 
in marriage with Miss Sarah F Aarice at Drake's 
Creek, Madison county. The lady of his choice 
is a native of Washington county, Ark., and a 
daughter of A. J. and L. S. (Johnson) Duncan. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Nail was born one child, Beu- 
lah, who died at the age of eight months. 

In 1891 Dr. Nail and his wiie came to Moore, 
and ever since have been valued members cf the 
best local society. In partnership with G. W. 
Leverich, a prominent merchant, he engaged in 
the drug business here,and is still carrying onthe 
enterprise, though now alone. This was the 
second store opened in the town, and thus it is 
ene of the landmarks. The doctor has built up a 
large practice as a physician and surgeon, and 
is a registered pharmacist. He owns a fine farm 
of one hundred and sixty acres, situated near 
the town, and in addition to this owns another 
place of three hundred and twenty acres in this 
township, and within the boundaries of Moore 
he has considerable property. 

Though not a politician or aspirant to public 
office, Dr. Nail is greatly interested in the pros- 
perity of the Democratic party, to which he be- 
longs, and has attended conventions as a dele- 
gate. Fraternally he isa member of the Modern 
Woodmen of America and the Woodmen oi the 
World, being a charter member of both of the 
local lodges and an ex-officer of both. His 

traightforward course in life commands the 
respect of all who know him, and his word is 
considered as good as his bond. 


The family of which the 


B. PARICER, 
\ subject of this article is a sterling 

representative has been actively 
ciated with the development of Oklahoma, and 
its several members deserve special mention in 
the annals of this future great western state. 
The father of our subject is Walter Boutwell 
Parker, whose home is on section 23, township 
9g, range 3 west, Cleveland county. His birth 
took place in Carolina county, Va., February 
24, 1834, and at nine years of age he went to the 
central part of Tennessee, where he grew to 
maturity. Elis parents were John S. and Nanevy 
We (Robinson) Parker, of Irish and Scotch-Irish 
descent. The former was a native of Caroitna 
county, in which locality Iris father, Robert 
Parker, had settled upon arriving in this coun- 
try. Ife was of Irish birth and for a wile chose 


asso- 
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an [English lady. 
West Virginia. 

May 24, 1857, W. B. Parker married Mary 
J., daughter of Andrew C. and Nancy (Weeks) 
Wood, ‘the former of Irish parentage, and himself 
a native of North Carolina, and the latter born 
in Georgia, of English ancestry. Her father, 
who lived to the age of four-score, was a hero 
of the war of 1812, and fought under the leader- 
ship of Jackson at New Orleans, January 8, 
1814. Seven of the children born to W. B. 
Parker and wife survive, namely: Charles H., 
who-resides upon a Noble county farm; Helen. 
wife of, W. H. Carter, living near Perry; M. B., 
of this article; Wallace O., who is a citizen of 
Perry; Walter A., the owner of a farm in the 
vicinity of Perry; Thomas C. and James E., who 
are at home. 

Having mastered the mason’s trade in ail its 
branches, and also having made a thorough 
study of architecture, that he might draw his 
own specifications and plans, W. B. Parker 
worked at his chosen calling for many years. 
lor a period he resided in Louisv ille, Ky., and 
for some time was employed in New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge, La. In 1876 he removed to Parker 
county, Tex., and while his sons carried on his 
farm he worked at his trade. In the winter of 
1887-88 they went to the Chickasaw Nation, and 
when Oklahoma was opened made the race into 
the territory. Securing his present claim, he 
proceeded to institute the many improvements 
which have made the property valuable. Con- 
tinuing to follow his profitable trade in different 
localities, he 1s prospering financially. In pol- 
itics he is a Democrat, and in religion adheres 
to the Christian Church. In the trying days of 
the Civil war, when households were divided, 
his father enlisted and served throughout the 
strife in the Federal army, and he was with 
the Confederate forces. Under the leadership of 
General Forrest, he took part in numerous bat- 
tles and campaigns of importance. Once he was 
shot in the right side, and at Little Philadelphia 
he was captured, and sent over the Cumberland 
Mountains. Managing to make his escape, he 
returned to his command, and remained in the 
service until the close of the war. 

Turning to the history of his son, M. DB. 
Parker, a well-known farmer of the same town- 
ship, it may be first chronicled that he was born 
soon after peace had been restored in ihe United 
States. His birth occurred in Louisville. Ky.. 
August 24, 1865, and when he was about a vear 
old he was taken to a farm in Gibson county. 
Tenn., and in the Centennial vear he accompa- 
nied the family, to, Parker county, Tex.” where 
he lived until r886, after which the family dwelt 
on Johnson's ranch, in the Chickasaw Nation 
When this territory was opened to white settlers 


His last years were spent in 
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652 PORTRAIT 
he made the race for a claim, and was fortunate 
in obtaining his present farm, the northwest 
quarter of section 29, township 9, range 3 west. 
While cultivating the land and atte: iding to its 
improvement the family was sheltered in a hum- 
ble dugout. In 1897 a substantial house, 32x16 
feet, was built by our subject, and later a wing, 
16x24, a story and a half high, was added. Four 
years ago he built a good barn, 32x48 feet, and 
year by year important improvements are being 
made on the place by the enterprising owner. 
A thrifty orchard of about four acres affords an 
abundance of fruit, and a large share of the needs 
of the family are supplied by the products of the 
farm. In 1900 another quarter-section of land 
was added to the possessions of Mr. Parker, as 
he purchased the northwest part of section 23, 
a place adjoining his father’s farm. When it is 
known that he had not more than $250 when 
he came to this locality, his success is truly re- 
markable, and much credit is due him. 

In all of his joys and sorrows, Mr. Parker 
finds a true helpmate in his estimable wife, for- 
merly Miss Emma Foster. They were married 
in this county, January 28, 1893, and two sons 
bless their union, namely: Ira, whose birth oc- 
curred October 28, 1894; and Earl, born April 
9, 1808. Mrs. Parker is a native of Leavenworth 
county, Kans., her parents being John W. and 
Mary J. (Young) Foster. Mr. and Mis. Parker 
are members of the Christian Church of Nor- 
man. In politics he is a Democrat. 


EWTON SEWELL, M-D., who is prose- 

cuting a large and succes ssful practice in the 

growing town of Tecumseh, was born in 
Forsyth county, |(Ga.,: May 24, His par- 
ents were Aaron J. and Kittie E. (Moore) Sew- 
ell, who, during the vears of their activity, were 
enterprising and industrious farmers. 

In the midst of infuences calculated to stim- 
ulate latent ambition and ability, Newton Sew- 
‘ell developed many excellent traits of mind and 
character, and, in addition to becoming a skilled 
tiller of the soil, received a good education at 
the district schools. His early aspirations in 
regard to the work that should occupy his ma- 
ture years were directed along the line of med- 
ical and surgical science, which seemed to him a 
broad and continually unfolding opportunity. 
Under the able instruction of Dr. M. L. Pool, 
of Forsyth county, he began to delve into the 
intricacies of the profession, and after two vears 
entered the Atlanta Medical College, where he 
studied for a year. -\fter a year of practice with 
his preceptor, he returned to the college. from 


1853. 


which he was graduated in 1881. Ns a prepara- 
tory field of effort, he removed to Canton, the 
county-seat of Cherokee county, Ga., where lis 


AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


ability received ready recognition, and where 
he continued to live for five years. A later loca- 
tion was at Springtown, Benton county, Ark., 
where for nine years he ministered to the phys- 
ical woes of the community, subsequently rc 
moving to Gentry, of the same state, in both of 
Which places he met with gratifying success. 
l‘ollowing the dictates of an ever-advancing in- 
clination, he removed to Tecumseh in 1899, and 
has since been ranked among the abie exponents 
of his profession in this town of expanding pos- 
sibilities. 

In 1872 the doctor was united in marriage 
with Matilda Pool, daughter of Marcus L. and 
Caroline (Chatlet) Pool, . and of this union there 
are seven living children: Alice, the wife of 
John Brown, of Tecumseh, and the mother of 
three’ children; Norah, who married Robert 
Penny, has three children, and lives near Galla- 
tin, Ark.; Laura, Mrs. Robert McKinney, who 
lives at Springtown, Ark.; Oscar V., Pearl, Mag- 
gie and Ava Matilda. 

The success of Dr. Sewell is easily traceable 
to the fact that he has unbounded faith in the 
best tenets of a great profession, and determina- 
tion sufficient to keep pace with its advancement 
as developed in all parts of the world. Then, 
too, he has grasped the spirit of push and enter- 
prise of the locality of which he is a part, and 
has associated himself with its most intelligent 
and material advancement. As a result of his 
lucrative practice here and elsewhere, he now 
owns considerable property in and near ‘Tecum- 
seh, and anticipates a permanent residence within 
the borders of the town. A Democrat in pol- 
Itics, he yet has no aspirations towards political 
preferment, owing to a desire to devote all of 
his time to his lite work. He has always been 
devoted to the interests of the Baptist Church, 
and has been a member since his twentieth vear. 
Fraternally, he is associated with the Independ- 
ent Order of Odd Fellows, has taken the Raed 
Arch degree in Masonry, and belongs to the 
Knights of Pythias. 


\ T. VOWELL: ‘The remunetative and 
V V) , well-developed claim of Mr. Vowell is 
located on the northeast quarter of sec- 
tion 35, township 9, range 3 west, Cleveland 
county. To this original claim he added, in 
1896, by the purchase of the southwest quarter 
of section 35, of the same township and range 
THis land is under a high state of cultivation and 
the residence and outbuildings are requisite for 
the demands to which they are put. 

Like most who turn their attention to tilling 
the soi, Mr. Vowell had the advantage of gen- 
eral instruction alone that sae in-early lite. Ue 
was born in Ri mdolph county, Ala., October 15, 
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1863, and is a son of Marion and Amanda (Cock- 
rell) Vowell. He lived on his father’s farm until 
about twenty years of age and received a fair 
common-school aikieatiarte In 1884 he went to 
Texas in hopes of brightening his prospects, and 
worked by the month in Hunt county, and for 
about seven years Oklahoma, Arkansas, Mis- 
souri and Kansas were the scenes of his varied 
efforts. Being a good and painstaking workman 
he rarely had trouble in finding something to do, 
and, during his travels and different occupations, 
managed to save a fair amount of money. 

A few days after the opening, in 1889, Mr. 
Vowell located on the claim which has since 
been his home, and for $30 bought out the man 
who had previously aspired to it. After coming 
to Oklahoma he married, in 1892, Eva Green, of 
Cleveland county, and a native of Hopkins 
county, Tex. She is a daughter of C. M. and 
Mary Green, and has proved of ee eg assist- 
ance to her husband since their marriage. Mrs. 
Vowell came to the territory in 1891 with her 
parents. To Mr. and Mrs. Vowell have been 
born five children: Jessie, Homer, Myrtis, 
Phoebe and Walter. Mr. Vowell is a believer in 
the principles and issues of the Democratic party, 
and, although interested in all of its uncdertak- 


ings, has never sought political preferment for 
himself. He is a hard working and conscien- 


tious farmer and a good friend and neighbor. 


ILLIAM J. FARIS, M. D.. Since com- 
\ ing to Kremlin in 1808, Dr. Faris has 

met with the recognition and apprecia- 
tion due so painstaking and erudite a student of 
medicine and surgery. 

The youth of Dr. Faris was spent upon his 
father’s farm in Wapello county, Iowa, where 
he was born November 19, 1848. His parents 
were Dudley and Margaret (Alstot) Faris, the 
former a successful agriculturist and = stock- 
raiser. When but a boy of nine, William J. lost 
the. best friend he had in the world, his mother, 
and in 1858 he was taken by his father to Ap- 
panoose county, where the occupation of farm- 
ing was continued. Owing to the arduous duties 
connected with the management of the farm, and 
the scarcity of schools in the locality, the early 
opportunities for acquiring an education were 
rather meager. When a boy of fourteen, Octo- 
ber 21, 1863, he was initiated into the serious- 
ness and tragedy of life, when he enlisted in 
Company I, Ninth Towa Cavalry, and served 
during the Civil war until March 15, 1866. The 
greater part of the time the regiment was in 
Arkansas, and was engaged in many of the nu- 


merous skirmishes which took place in va- 
rious parts of that state during the year 
1864, and he had many narrow escapes, 
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but not once during his service was he either 
badly wounded, nor was he captured. He suf- 
fered some inconvenience from being thrown 
from a horse, and as a result was ordered 
discharged. For a time he was in the hos- 
pital at Little Rock, and was there at the 
presidential election in 1864. Because of the 
scarcity of men, his discharge was not permitted 
to take effect, and after remaining in the hospital 
about one month was, at his own request, re- 
turned to his regiment, which was stationed at 
Brownsyille, on the Memphis & Little Rock 
railroad. In December of this same vear a por- 
tion of his peammene together with some of the 
Eighth Missouri Ca ‘alry and a part of the Tenth 

Illinois Cav alry, made a campaign from Browns- 
ville to Augusta, on White river. While on this 
expedition ‘the soldier and about twenty of his 
comrades were ordered to remove two wagons 
from a swollen stream, the mules having been 
drowned. This was a time when our young 
soldier was “cool in action,” as the ice was float- 
ing on the water. It was from exposure during 
this trip that the boy of but sixteen has never 
fully recovered. The officer in charge of the 
detachment was Major Edgar T. Ensign, now 
of Colorado Springs. 

After the suspension of hostilities, Mr. Faris 
returned to his home in Iowa. At the time he 
could neither write nor figure, although he had 
learned to read. From the moment of his return 
he set about to acquire an education, and began 
at the bottom in the little schoolhouse on his 
father’s farm. The following summer found him 
busily engaged in assisting his father in the per- 
formance of his duties, and in this way he man- 
aged to save sufficient money to further his plan 
for a higher education. In 1870 he e1 tenes the 
Garden Grove Seminary, ender Prof. Richard 
‘A. Harkness, and after remaining there for a 
year, discontinued his study to engage in school 
teaching. His field of operation covered Wayne 
and Appanoose counties, and Reno \ 
Kans., where, in 1873, he took up a homestead. 
Ile studied medicine BP. Burton, of 


yore * 
counts Hi 


under Dr. = 
Nev York, Iowa, a surgeon in the Civil war and 
one of the ablest medical practitioners in 
that part of the state. In the spring of 1878 he 
attended a course of lectures at the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in Keokuk, and was 
graduated with honors in the class of 1870. 
Asa preliminary to his vears of extended use- 
fulness and research, Dr. Faris began the prac- 
tice of medicine in Tconium, Appanoose county, 
Towa, remaining there for two years, and subse- 
quently spending the same length of time in 
Confidence. Upon locating at Montrose, Colo., 
he was appointed physician and surgeon of the 
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad Company, and 
also served as medical examiner on the pension 
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board. Owing to failing health, he undertook 
a trip to Florida in 1885, and for a time was 
located at Dade City. Still in search of renewed 


strength, he went to the Pacific coast, visiting 
Oregon, California and Arizona, and was in 
California during the campaign of 1888. Upon 


returning east in 1890, he entered the St. Louis 


Polyclinic, and took a post-graduate course, and ° 


in the fall of 1890 went to New Mexico, where 
he remained for about a year. September 4, 
1892, in Lyons, Kans., Dr. Faris married Me- 
lissa A. Kleiner, of Otterville, Cooper county, 
Mo., and a native of Sedalia, Mo. Mrs. Faris 
died in 1895, and left one 

Upon coming to Oklahoma in 1891, Dr. Faris 
located at Moore, Cleveland county, and in 1898 
took up his permanent residence in Kremlin, 
since which he has built up a large practice, and 
is considered one of the most reliable and enter- 
prising citizens and physicians in the locality. 
Dr. Faris is a believer in the principles of the 
Republican party, and voted for U. S. Grant in 
1872. While a resident of Wayne county, he was 
a candidate before the convention for county 
superintendent of schools, but did not secure the 
nomination. He is a member of the Central Dis- 
trict Medical Association, and iraternally is as- 
sociated with the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, at Montrose, Colo., being a charter 
member. He is also connected with the Grand 
Army of the Republic. 


F. O’REAR, M.D... While living) in) his 

, adopted town of Jefferson, Grant county, 

Dr. O’Rear has gained the confidence and 

esteem of a large portion of the community, 

through the exercise of his broadly acquired 

knowledge of his profession, and his skill in 
diagnosis and treatment. 

A son of Newton and Cynthia(Evans)O’Rear, 
the doctor was born in Kentucky, in 1841. His 
parents were also natives of Kentucky, and his 
grandparents were very early settlers in that 
part of the country, the paternal granafather 
coming from Virginia. Grandmother Evans 
was obliged to hide in cane-brakes to escape 
the notice and persecutions of the Indians, who 
were at that early day very troublesome memz- 
bers of society. In fact, most of the early rec- 
ollections of the grandparents were inseparably 
interwoven with the deeds of daring and blood- 
shed of these red men, who considered the pale- 
face an intrusion. . 

At the age of sixteen years R. F. O'Rear ieft 
his native town of Mount Sterling, wherein he 
had received an excellent common-school edu- 
cation, and went to Indiana, where he continued 
to educate himself for the four succeeding vears, 
April 16, 1861, he enlisted in Company G, 


child, David Wleiner.’ 
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Eleventh Indiana Infantry, and after the time 
of service had expired, re-enlisted in the Home 
Guard, and served for three years. He read 
medicine by himself, and practiced for several 
years in order to raise the money for superior 
opportunities and advantages in the way of his 
profession. When in a position to do so, he 
entered the Indiana Medical College, at Indian- 
apolis, from which he was graduated in 1874 
and 1875 

In North Salem, Ind., Dr. O’Rear entered 
upon the duties of his profession, and remained 
there eleven years. In 1883 he went to Inde- 
pendence, Kans., and ministered to the needs 
of suffering humanity for ten years. He was 
united in marriage at Jamestown, Ind., in 1864, 
with Mary Bamish, a daughter of William and 
Catherine Bamish, of Hendricks county, Ind. 
To this couple have been born five children: N. 
W., who is editor of the Port Townsend Leader, 
in Washington; Pascal O., a veterinary surgeon 
at Indianapoli is; Odo C., a student in a dental 
college in Indianapolis ; Cushman D.: and 
Mary E., living in Port Townsend, Wash. 

The doctor was one of the first settlers in 
Jefferson, and, upon taking up his residence in 
the town, at once opened a drug store, which 
he has since continued to conduct. The com- 
bined enterprises of his drug store and medical 
practice have enabled him to amass considerabie 
property in Jefferson, which is substantial evi- 
dence of his success along the lines of his chosen 
work. In politics Dr. O’Rear is a genuine Re- 
publican, and is a warm admirer of the princi- 
ples laid down and practiced by Abraham Lin- 
coln. Huis family and himself are members oi 
the Methodist Episcopal Church and contribute 
generously towards its support. Fraternally he 
is connected with the Masons, Odd Fellows, 
Modern Woodmen of the World, and the Red 


Men. He joined the Odd Fellows December 
27, 1863, at North Salem, Ind. During all this 


been delinquent in paying his 
draw a 


time he has never 
dues, nor has he ever been obliged to 
benefit, even to the extent of a dollar. 


W. STOW, who has been serving as county 

treasurer of Cleveland county since Jan- 

uary, 1899, has made an efficient officer, 
and has won the commendation of the public by 
his clever management of the affairs entrusted 
to him. Since the opening of this county he 
has been actively associated with its develop- 
ment, and in many ways has earned the right 
to be numbered among its founders. 

A son of William and Elizabetl, (Nattes) 
Stow, our subject is of English and German an- 
cestry, the Stows having originally located in 
Virgina and the Nattes in Pennsylvania. lis 
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father was born in Kentucky and his grand- 
father, Marvel Stow, also a native of the Blue 
(arass state, was a pioneer of Jefferson county, 
Mo. He owned a farm in the vicinity of St. 
|.ouis for a long period and passed his declining 
years in Henry county, Mo., dying when nearly 
four-score. William Stow was a farmer of Henry 
county in his early manhood, and in 1879 set- 
tled in Elk county, Kans., where he improved 
a homestead. During the past four years he 
has been engaged in farming in this county, and 
since coming: here death deprived him of his 
faithful wife. She was born in Pennsylvania, as 
also was her father, Joseph attes. At an early 
day he took up his abode in Jefferson county, 
Mo., and at length, during the Civil war, he de- 
cided to become a resident of Texas. On his 
way to that state, while passing through Arkan- 
sas, he was killed by a band of Indians, who had 
left the Indian Territory and were on the war- 
path, taking advantage of the great Civil war 
then being waged. . 

3orn on tlie old farm in Henry county, Mo., 
December 16, 1859, J. W. Stow shared the for- 
tunes of the family, removing to Elk county, 
‘Kans., when twenty years of. age. His eldest 
brother, Edward, is a farmer of Grant county, 
Okla., and M. J. operates a farm and cotton-gin 
in this county. Joel died at the old Missouri 
home, and Mrs. Lucy Wade died in this terri- 
tory. Mrs. Anna Llewellyn is a resident of Mul- 
hall, Okla. 

After working on the new farm in Ell county 
for about a year, J. W. Stow went to Belton, 
Tex., where he soon purchased some land, and 
proceeded to cultivate the soil. He prospered, 
as he deserved to do, gradually amassing a com- 
petence. In January, 1891, he came to Okla- 
homa, and awaited the Pottawatomie opening. 
September 22 he located a claim in the south- 
eastern part of section 13, township 10, range I 
west, and since that time has managed the prop- 
erty. A substantial house and other farm build- 
ings now stand on the farm, which the owner 
has improved in many material ways. 

In 1894 Mr. Stow was nominated on the Peo- 
ple’s ticket as county commissioner, and was 
elected, receiving within five votes of the com- 
bined majority votes of the other parties. In the 
second year of his office he was made chairman 
of the board, but in May, 1806, he resigned and 
resumed his accustomed agricultural labors. In 
the fall of 1808 his friends again brought for- 
ward his name, and, having nominated him, sue- 
ceeded in electing him to the iMportant position 
he now occupies, that of county treasurer. In 
r900 Ne was renominated and again clected. 
Though he continues to have his farm. culti- 
vated, he and the members of lis family have 
lived in Norman since he entered upon his new 
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In his own township he served as a 
member of the school board for several years, 
and was clerk of that body for four years. Fra- 
ternally, he is a member of the Modern Wood- 
men of America. 

In Bell county, Tex., Mr. Stow married Miss 
Georgie Ellis, who was born in Alabama and was 
reared in Mississipp1 and Texas. Six children 
bless this union, namely: Anna, J. W., Jr., Ethan 
A., Marion, Eli and Gertrude. Mrs. Stow, who 
is a member of the Baptist Church, is a lady of 
anuable qualities, and is a fine type of the south- 
ern woman. 


duties. 


* 


W. STRAIN, contractor, builder and man- 
ufacturer of Prick at Tecumseh, has been 
unusually successful in his chosen line of 

work, and has the while materially contributed 
towards the growth of the town, which bids fair 
to be numbered with the most progressive in the 
territory 

The youth of Mr. Strain was somewhat shad- 
owed with unforeseen vicissitudes, and the early 
necessity of earning a livelihood placed him in 
touch with the graver and more responsible as- 
pectsi rot life: “\ native of Highland county, 
Ohio, he was born September 8, 1842, and is a 
son of James and Jane (Watts) Strain. A mill- 
wright by occupation, James Strain removed 
to Knox county, Ill., shortly before his death, 
when his son was about fourteen or fifteen years 
of age. Thrown thus upon his own responsi- 
bility, the lad turned his attention to a mastery 
of the carpenter’s trade, in which he engaged 
until the breaking out of the Civil war. In Knox 
county, Hl, he enlisted in Company D, First 
Illinois Cavalry, and was sent to Missouri, where 
he participated in the battle of Lexington. In 
company with others, he was captured, and pa- 
roled the next day, and sent across the Missouri 
river, where they were marched for about sixty 
mules. The following February he was called 
service, and while guarding supply 
trains on the road near Batesville, Ark., it de- 
veloped that they had not been exchanged, and 
they were mustered out and sent home. The 
following August Mr. Strain enlisted in Com- 
pany I, Eighty-third [linois Infantry, and was 
sent to Cairo, and thence to Fort Donelson, 
where they had a battle September 3, 1863. They 
subsequently went to Clarksville, Tenn., and 
remained there until the close of the war, and 
gained for their regiment the name of “feather- 
bed,” owing to the absence of the necessity for 
work of any kind. 

After the restoration of peace, Mr. Strain re- 
turned to Knox county, and later, in Rock Ts- 
land, engaged with Wright & Taylor, 
tractors and builders, .\fter the expiration of a 
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year, he was employed by the Chicago, Rock 
Island & Pacific Railroad to attend to the con- 
struction of depots and bridges, and in 1869 
went to Missouri and worked for the Atlantic 
& Pacific Railroad, between Raleigh and Neo- 
sha. In the fall of 1870 he removed to Hood 
county, Tex., where he began to contract for the 
erection of court-houses. These contracts called 
for so much brick that he began the manufac- 
ture of brick, in which he has since been en- 
gaged. While living in Texas he met with a 
gratifying degree of success. In 1894 he re- 
moved to Norman, Okla., and erected the public 
school buildings, and was foreman during the 
erection of the insane asylum. 

In 1896 Mr. Strain took up his permanent 
residence in Tecumseh, and almost immediately 
built the brick jail building, two stories high, 
and 46x48 feet in dimensions. For this building 
he burnt his own brick. He also made plans for 
the court-house, but was underbid, but has since 
had contracts for every other brick building in 
Tecumseh. At the present time he has contracts 
for four other buildings, and several more are 
“hanging fire.’ The brick-yard of which Mr. 
Strain is the owner and proprietor has a capacity 
of fifteen thousand bricks a day. 

In Hood county, Tex., March 5, -1873, Mr. 
Strain married Addie Grundy, a native of Mar- 
lin, Falls county, Tex. Of this union there are 
six children, three living: Georgia married John 
H. Gill, has one child, and lives at Houston, 
Tex.; Jimmie L., is the wife of George L. Rose, 
abstract and loan agent in Tecumseh; and Felix 
is learning his father’s business and lives at 
home. In national politics Mr. Strain is a Re- 
publican, but has no desire for political prefer- 
ment. Fraternally, he is associated with the 
Masons, and has taken the Royal Arch and the 
Council degrees. 


HARLES S$. WATSON. <As a wholesale 

and retail hardware. merchant in Pond 

Creek, Mr. Watson has evinced a com- 
mendable degree of enterprise and has built up 
for himself a large patronage among the class of 
people who appreciate his reliable business meth- 
ods and readiness to please. 

A native of DeKalb county, IL, Mr. Watson 
was born in 1863, and is a son of Nelson L. and 
Mary E. Watson, natives, respectively, of Penn- 
sylvania and Illinois. The parents left their farm 
in Illinois in 1870 and took up their residence in 
Sedgwick county, Kans., where Charles S. grew 
to manhood and received his education in the 
public schools. 

At the age of twenty-three Mr. Watson started 
out in the world for himsclf, and engaged in the 
lumber business at Andale, Nans., continuing in 
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the same line of occupation until the opening «jf 
the strip in 1893. In 1888 he married Mary .\. 
Harrover, a daughter of Alexander and [emma 
Harrover, of Sedgwick county, Kans. Of this 
union there have been two children, who are both 
at home: Frank N., ten years of age, and Stewart 
A., who 1s four years old, 

In September of 1893 Mr. Watson came to 
Pond Creek and opened a hardware business. 
laying in a most complete line of hardware anid 
agricultural implements. His affairs are con- 
ducted in a store erected by himself, and he has 
further evinced his interest in the town and his 
success by erecting a comfortable residence. He 
iS regarded as a valuable acquisition to the city 
of his adoption, and his public-spirited efforts for 
its improvement have met with hearty co-opera- 
tion and support. 


DMOND K. WILLIAMS. To a degree 
Mr. Williams inherits his ability in a mer- 
cantile way, his father having been a mer- 

chant during the greater part of his useful anc 
enterprising life. He was born in Ohio in 1860, 
and is a son of D. L. and F. R. Williams, natives, 
respectively, of Pennsylvania and Ohio. D. L. 
Williams died in Omaha in 1899, but his wite 
survives him and is living with her son in Med- 
ford. 

E. K. Williams was reared in Delphos, Allen 
county, Ohio, and added to an excellent home 
training and the example of worthy parents, he 
was educated in the public schools and in the 
high school, from which he graduated. At the 
age of twenty-one he decided to start in business 
for himself, and with this in view entered the 
mercantile occupation with relatives in the east, 
and later continued the same line of work in 
Kansas, where he staid for two vears, being for a 
time in Winfield, of the same state. July 23, 
1896, he came to Oklahoma and located in Grant 
county, on the ground where Renfrow is now 
situated, and built the first house there one year 
before the general activity commenced. The 
building is 25x60 feet in dimensions, and con- 
tains the finest, largest and most varied assort- 
ment of goods in the general merchandise line 
df any store in town. Mr. Williams also owns a 
residence which he bought after it was con- 
structed, and which adds to the appearance of 
the town by its comfortable and homelike aspect. 

At Oneida, WNans., in 1884, occurred the mar- 
riage of Mr. Williams and Gertie J. Turk, a 
daughter of A. W. Turk. Of this union there are 
four children, viz.: Guy, Glen. Gilmore and New- 
ton. The boys are all at home. In polities Mr. 
Williams adheres to the principles laid down by 
the Republican party, but las never been an 
office-secker, TFraternally he is associated with 
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the Ancient Order of United Workmen, at Ma- 
rion, Kans. The family are devoted members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church and are greatly 
interested in the new structure which is at the 
present time being erected. The town of Ren- 
frow derives its name from ex-Governor Ren- 
frow. 

Mr. Williams is entitled to the respect and es- 
teem which his fellow-townsmen readily accord 
him and to the patronage which is his by right 
of upright business methods and strict attention 
to the duties which its proper management in- 
volve. 





ENAMAH KRUG. During his younger 
Ri days Mr. Krug lived in a number of local- 

ities and engaged in various occupations. 
He is now a well-known farmer of Garfield 
county, residing on section 35, township 23, 
range 6. A son of Samuel and Dorothy (Ayers) 
Krug, he was born in Lancaster county, Pa., 
May 8, 1842. His paternal grandfather, -Hein- 
rich Krug, was a native of Germany, and settled 
in Lancaster county on his arrival in America. 
When our subject was thirteen years of age he 
accompanied his parents to Stark county, Ohio, 
the family buying land eighteen miles west of 
Canton, and there he grew to manhood. Be- 
sides learning how to conduct a farm he man- 
aged to acquire a fair education through the 
medium of home study. 

While still on his father’s farm Mr. Krug en- 
listed in the army. He served first with the vol- 
unteers in Company F, Fourth Ohio Infantry, 
and took part in a few skirmishes in West Vir- 
ginia. Upon re-enlisting in the same company 
he served until October, 1863, when he was dis- 
charged for general disability. Though not se- 
riously wounded in the service, he was several 
times temporarily disabled, his most alarming 
catastrophe being the loss of the hearing in one 
ear, caused by the bursting of an ear drum while 
he was serving in the artillery. He has never 
recovered his hearing i in that ear. A day was as 
long as he was ever in a hospital. Among the 
engagements in which he took part were the 
Seven Days’ battle on the peninsula and the bat- 
tles of Gettysburg and Chancellorsville. 

After the war Mr. Krug returned to his former 
home in Stark county, Ohio. There, in Septem- 
ber, 1864, he married Harriet Yost, of the same 
county. She was born near Chambersburg, Pa., 
a daughter of Peter and Elizabeth (Bender) 
Yost, natives, respectively, of Germany and 
Pennsylvania. When she was four years of age 
she was taken by her parents to Ohio and there 
received a common-school education. 

In 1874 Mr. Krug removed from Ohio to Rice 
county, ae and a year later settled in Ness 
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county, but in 1877 went to Rich Hill, Mo., 
where he engaged in mining for five years. This 
was followed by six months in Cloud and Salina 
counties, Kans., whither he went to recuperate 
his failing health. His next location was Coffey 
county, Kans., where he engaged in farming 
and mining for four years. After six months in 
Linn county, Kans., he farmed for three years in 
Bourbon county, that state. At the opening of 
the Sac and Fox country in Oklahoma he went 
there, but soon returned to Kansas, settling first 
in Arkansas City, and later in Coldwater, ‘Where 
he spent a year. On his return to Oklahoma he 
made the run with others and secured the claim 
on which he now lives. His first quarters were 
rather on the primitive order, and consisted of a 
box 8x8 feet in dimensions, which he occupied 
preparatory to the erection of a barn and gra- 
nary, and afterward he lived in the granary for 
two years. A more substantial place of abode 
became his when he erected his present dwell- 
ing. In December of 1893 he put peach seeds 
in the ground, from which he has since raised 
fruit, and he has a fine fruit-bearing orchard. 
On his farm there are also a good well, a wind- 
mill, a tank and many other desirable improve- 
ments. 

Mr. Krug is public-spirited and enterprising, 
and is interested in all local undertakings. He is 
a Republican and cast his first vote for Abraham 
Lincoln. While in Kansas he was connected 
with the Grand Army of the Republic. His 
children are: Franklin, who was born in Wayne 
county, Ohio, and is a farmer in Illinois; Mrs. 
Amanda Ward, of Colorado Springs, Colo 
Charles, at home; William, who lives in the 
Choctaw Nation; and Mrs. Laura Sceley, of 
Danville, Ill, Franklin and Amanda each have 
one child, while Mrs. Seeley is the mother of 
four children. 


well- 
improved farm on section 25, township 9, 

Tange 4 east, Pottawatomie county. He 
was born in Des Moines, Iowa, April 3, 1857, a 
son of Peter and Sarah E. (McGuire) Myers. 
His father, grandfather Myers and great-grand- 
father Myers were natives of Pennsylvania. 
When he was about ten vears old the family re- 
moved to Jasper county, Mo., and there he grew 
to maturity. His common-school education was 
supplemented by a two years’ course in St. Louis 
University, and since reaching his majority he 
has been self-supporting. 

Tor several years he was engaged in the cattle 
business on the plains of Texas, and for five 
vears subsequently he gave his attention to min- 
Ing operations in Colorado. Returning home he 
made a long visit, and then took up his abode 
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at Cimarron, Gray county, Kans., dealing in 
real estate, and in the meantime studying law 
and being admitted to the bar. The fight over 
the location of the county-seat then was being 
waged, and, though his business flourished for 
some time, he eventually lost everything. April 
22, 1889, he made the race into this territory and 
secured some town lots in Kingfisher. Remain- 
ing there until this locality was thrown open to 
settlement, he filed a claim to his present home 
place and at once commenced cultivating the 
land and making improvements. Here he now 
has good buildings and a thrifty orchard, be- 
sides most of the minor attributes of a desirable 
farm, 

In his enterprises Mr. Myers has found a true 
helpmate in his wife, formerly Miss Mary Bandy. 
They became acquainted i in Kingfisher, and were 
married at her birthplace, Carrollton, Ill. Sep- 
tember 22, 1895. Her parents, William and 
Rhoda (Kelley) Bandy, were of Scotch descent, 
and gave her an excellent education, enabling 
her to become a successful teacher. 

In politics Mr. Myers is a Democrat, and in 
1898 was nominated on that ticket as county 
commissioner. Having been elected, he served 
as chairman of the board of commissioners for 
a year, and during his term a remarkable amount 
of work was transacted. The county warrants 
were made worth one hundred cents on the dol- 
lar; the running expenses of the county were 
materially reduced, notwithstanding the fact that 
nearly fifty bridges were constructed, two of them 
fine specimens of the steel variety, double track, 
and having a seventy-foot span. While a resi- 
dent of Cimarron, Kans., he was initiated into 
the Masonic and Odd Fellows orders, and filled 
all of the chairs in the lodge of the last-named 
society there. Later he became a member of the 
Garden City Encampment. He was demitted 
from the Cimarron Lodge of Masons, which, in- 
deed, has been discontinued for several years. In 
everything pertaining to the upbuilding and 
progress of this community he lovally periorms 
his full share and is considered a thoroughly 
worthy citizen. 


OMERT. WASSON. There ate few enter- 
H prises in Pond Creek instituted for the de- 

velopment and progress of the town which 
have not received the hearty co-operation and 
support of this enterprising and far-sighted pio- 
neer, Homer I. Wasson. And it is doubtful if 
any citizens have received more cordial support 
from their fellow townsmen or have been more 
generously appreciated for their excellent traits 
of mind, character and heart. .\s a notable rep- 
resentative of the bar of Pond Creek, he has, 
perhaps, had greater opportunities for usefulness 


than fall to the lot of the average citizen, en- 
grossed in a less far-reaching. occupation. 

The paternal grandfather was a hero of the 
Revolutionary war, and participated in the battle 
of Tippecanoe; he was also a veteran of the Mex- 
ican war. He came to a lonely and desolate 
death on Island No. 10, a victim of smallpox, at 
the age of seventy-two years. His grandson, 
Homer I., was born in Delhi, Delaware county, 
Iowa, May 12, 1858. His parents, William and 
Rebecca (Alsbach) Wasson, were natives of 
Pennsylvania. William Wasson served during 
the Civil war in Captain Hayden’s Dubuque bat- 
tery, known as the Third Iowa battery, the term 
of service being three years. His son Homer 
was reared in his native county and educated in 
the public schools and at the high school at Man- 
chester. This training was supplemented by a 
course at Cornell College, Mount Vernon, Iowa, 
and at the Upper Iowa University, which he at- 
tended until the junior year. From John H. 
Peters, of lowa, and from ex-Chief Justice C. C. 
Cole, Mr. Wasson received his knowledge of 
law, and was admitted to the bar in Des Moines, 
Iowa, in 1886. 

During two years Mr. Wasson engaged in a 
journalistic venture, and established and con- 
ducted the Algona Courier, of Algona, Iowa. 
He subsequently opened a law office at Knox- 
ville, lowa, where he engaged in the practice of 
his profession until 1893. In September of that 
vear he resolved to try the larger opportunities 
of the newly opened Cherokee strip, in Okla- 
homa, and came direct to Pond Creek, where he 
was among the first and most enthusiastic of the 
early settlers, and where he built the first house 
on the town site, a frame structure, still standing, 
and a good, comfortable home. Later, with VD. 
T. Walton and J. W. Berryman, he erected what 
is known as the Bank building. To him belongs 
the distinction of establishing the first family in 
the locality, the other families having arrived 
later. He was also the first acting mayor for 
about three months. 

I’or sixteen months Mr. Wasson has lived on 
a claim which he opened and improved on the 
northwest quarter of section 3, township 26, 
range 6, much of the work done having been 
accomplishe¢ | by himself personally. Among lis 
other interests is his one- ‘chied ownership in the 
Pond Creek Investment Company, which is 
operating with two hundred and fifty lots in the 
town. In his capacity as a lawver he is attorney 
for the Oklahoma and Kansas Telephone Com- 
pany, whose lines cover this territory. As a pol- 
iticlan Mr. Wasson is a firm believer in nae 
principles laid down by the Democratic party. 
and has been actively identified with all of the 
undertakings of his party in the locality. Dur- 
ing his residence in Towa he attended every state 
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convention for a period covering twelve years. 
{{e was a member of the county central commit- 
tee for years, and the state central committee for 
three years, and has served as a delegate to the 
territorial conventions. As a candidate for judge 
of the fifth Lowa district he carried his county by 
one thousand majority, but was defeated by a 
small majority. In the winter of 1894, with 
Judge Mackey, he spent six weeks in Washing- 
ton, D. C., and assisted in securing the passage 
of a railroad bill to force the companies to put in 
depots in town. sites established by the govern- 
ment. The bill was, of course, applicable to 
Pond Creek, and, as a preliminary, Mr. Was- 
son headed a subscription list to raise $2,500 for 
the erection of the depot, the plan being carried 
out by twenty-five men each contributing S100. 

As clerk of the board of education Mr. Was- 
son has an opportunity to evince his well-known 
interest in the cause of education, and he has 
been a member of the school board ever since it 
was first started. Fraternally he is associated 
with the Knights of Pythias order and the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, of which he is a 
charter member in his town. 

Mrs. Wasson was formerly Cora D. Atherton, 
second daughter of Judge J. B. Atherton, of 
Marion county, Iowa, formerly of Coshocton, 
Ohio. Of this union there are three children, of 
whom Edith and Olive were born in lowa, and 
Miriam was born in Oklahoma. 





leading business men of Tecumseh is John 
E. McKee, formerly manager of the lum- 
ber yards owned by S. M. Glovd, but now 
conducting a business of his own, in partnership 
with his brother, A. T. McKee, in ‘Tecumseh. 
He is a native of Greensburg, Ind., his birth 
having occurred November 3, 1858. When he 
was an infant he was taken to Kentucky, and his 
boyhood was passed in Falmouth, Pendleton 
county. His parents, John E. and Elizabeth 
(Perfect) McKee, gave him good educational ad- 
vantages, and at an early age he commenced 
learning the foundation principles of business 
under his father’s instruction. The latter was 
then interested in the tobacco trade, and at sev- 
enteen our subject entered the employ of I. N. 
Walker, and eight years later accepted a position 
with B. M. Mullins, at DeMossville, Ky. For a 
number of years he continued with that house, 
handling an extensive business in tobacco and 
making himself valuable to his emplovers. 
During the past decade Mr. Wee has given 
his time and attention to the lumber trade, and 
during this period has been identified with the 
upbuilding of Oklahoma. In 1890 he located in 
Oklahoma City, where he was employed by A, 
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Ketcham & Co. for about six years, at the end of 
which period he came to Tecumseh. While a 
resident of Oklahoma City he served as lumber 
inspector in a number of lumber-yards, and in 
general contributed much to the material prog- 
ress of the city. Since 1896 he has been an 
equally valued citizen of Tecumseh. Here he 
opened a lumber yard and engaged in the work 
of a salesman, in which line of business he has 
met with success. 

The first marriage of Mr. McKee occurred in 
Kentucky, the lady “of his choice being Miss Mat- 
tie Tomiin, and their four children are named 
as follows: Belle, Jessie, Lee and Robert. Ieb- 
ruary 20, 1897, Mr. McKee married one of Te- 
cumseh’s popular young ladies, Miss Vallie Gil- 
bert. Both are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South and are esteemed work- 
ers in the Sunday-school, Mrs. McKee being the 
present superintendent of the same, and Mr. Mc- 
Kee having charge of a class. He is a Demo- 
crat and belongs to the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen in Tecumseh. 


OBERT’ D."LOWTHER;! Ms D. :).During 

the last decade of the nineteenth century 

Dr. R. D. Lowther materially contributed 
to the upbuilding of one of the finest states yet to 
be admitted to the Union. Liberal and public- 
spirited, he has been greatly concerned in the 
progress of Oklahoma, and arrived in Cleveland 
county in time to help celebrate the Fourth of 
July, 1890, since which time he has taken an 
active part in affairs of this locality. 

Dr. Lowther comes of the same family as did 
Sir William Lowther, M. P., of England. His 
great-grandfather Lowther came to the United 
States at an early period in its history and settled 
in Virginia, where he owned a plantation. His 
son, Dr. J. M., grandfather of the doctor, was 
born there, and at the age of twenty-two years 
settled in Arkansas. In a New Orleans medical 
college he was graduated, after which he contin- 
ued to practice his profession in Clarksville, 
Ark., until his death at the age of sixty-six. He 
was prominently associated with the affairs of 
his community, and for many years resided upon 
a large plantation, which he owned, adjoining 
the town. 

The parents of our subject are Rey. 
Caroline (Balch) Lowther, natives, respectively, 
of Clarksville and Hollywood, Ark. When the 
Civil war came on he enlisted, though quite 
young, and served under General Price. Subse- 
quently he devoted his attention to agriculture, 
until he entered the ministry. For some time he 
was connected with the Methodist piscopal 
Church South, and later he became identified 
with the Methodist Protestant Church. In 1888 


1 


Je Al. and 


Levipas “Pts 
> 
| ig ‘ 
j 
! 
T 
ii ‘ths 
bf BOVE WiISabliin i 
' { Powe 
Zagitte | ie Mine ehoriy 
vt f 3 ‘ 
t ' 
i rer 
' 
I Mo 
tf se 
! 
4 H { 
fy 
‘ 
i i 
A Sale | 
rik id ' oT 
LU | 


fy Pvtiedy ai ve 


i 4 eR t ser ] “Ane 





of " iY ann 
















et 


boli étt 





























CM LA ane ot gt 
( onl: oy ont aeleow 2 on) Qe phi, cada su 
Ter vbaebg $f} anhwoee ni he feizas bite ee Tee 
nb te} at ei Aetiro2 ail oxi o8 Hid beortia 
Hite. . ~ ety ka badeildstes esis nol ni ato 
Mind ot ) Shisadqes geiue> io esw lid alt. 
, . s 
jy ah 0 mein 2 48 bas | ax by 
¥ i i! 7 woadt 
LS f eo Md aati r . ’ 4 Aas 
Liviertony Pee ow eae yale 
os | Or ered bia , i of 10 i a 1 lo Asal, ¢ 
nas Tey oposite I/O 
ot j fCsio9 ) ho ; | 
5 ie ters iB 2 in 
y = 
a / ok } 
{ i 
a a . 
lee : H {fry { in * 
gl j } j ite 
I 
4 } 
f te 
i ’ 
i 
' voeeagel 
fa 
f } 
* 1 ; i: 
la 
yer 
- 
t 
; ' 
a y 
— itn shied aneaet ingeplaa 
or f i ly - 
i} ) sjdd4 We fg! 
} ! be wt Doe silts vi) 
i xy i) it Me 
z a iy 
i , , 
to) ti 
om bi by alft airy j i in? 
fr ia-pall ga atulh. oehh ohn ey 
j ’ - 
i ti, aa FT dria ah iy r Mong ery 
wt ky i brabe eee. and Janta 
ny i i. ei of ad (ih fl) hin svn lanty RG) 
D (Ete eed, 
af) i} / 4 ‘ USyeignrs: § Arty gl alla a 











664 


he went to Texas, and since that year has labored 
in the Lone Star state, at present being located 
near San Saba. His wife, also living, is a daugh- 
ter of Rev. Hezekiah Balch, a native of Tennes- 
see, and descendant of a pioneer of South Caro- 
lina. At an early period he removed to a planta- 
tion near Hollywood, Ark., and for many years 
was actively engaged in ministerial work, his 
circuit being extensive, as he went to different 
parts of several counties, always in the interests 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. In his sixty- 
ninth year he was summoned to the better land, 
and left a host of friends, who mourn his loss. 

Dr. .R. D. Lowther was born in Hollywood, 
Ark., December 3, 1868, and with his three 
brothers and two sisters passed his early years 
happily. His elder brother, Dr. Edwin Du- 
Quesne, now engaged in practice in Hollywood, 
is a graduate of the Louisville (Ky.) Medical Col- 
lege. Having laid well the foundations of knowl- 
edge in the grammar and high school of Holly- 
wood and in Belleville Academy, where he was 
graduated in 1887, he devoted his entire atten- 
tion to the study of medicine. In 1889 he entered 
the medical department of the Arkansas Indus- 
trial University, at Little Rock, and at the end of 
a year went to Burnet county, Tex., where he 
was engaged in practice for six months. 

Coming to Cleveland county June 3, 18go, the 
young doctor located at Denver, a town situated 
eight miles east of the county-seat, and ior two 
years made his home there. In 1893 he went to 
Louisville, Ky., where he continued his medical 
studies in the well-known college. Being gradu- 
ated with the degree of Doctor of Medicine June 
21, 1893, he returned to this county and estab- 
lished an office in Norman. In 1&95 he engaged 
in the practice of his profession at Noble, having 
his home in that place until February, 1808, when 
he returned to Norman, and has steadily risen in 
his chosen field of labor. In the winter of 1897- 
g8 he took a post-graduate course in the Ken- 
tucky School of Medicine at Louisvilie, Ky. 
perfecting himself in special departments of med- 
icine and surgery. Ile now belongs to the Okla- 
homa Territorial Medical Association, and is 
medical examiner for the Modern Woodmen of 
America, the American Union Life Insurance 
Company and other organizations. In Norman 
Lodge No. 5, A. I. & Av M., he was initiated into 
Masonry. Ile is identified with the Methodist 
Ipiscopal Church South, and contributes toward 
many kinds of benevolent and worthy 
prises. 

The pleasant modern residence which the doc- 
tor and family occupy is situated in the southern 
part of Norman, and was built by him. Fora 
wife he chose Miss Dorothy Elizabeth Chesney, 
who was born in Belleville, Ark. They have 
three children, Flossie Nadine, Irma Leona and 
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Robert DuQuesne, who died January 14, 
at the age of two and a half years. 


1901, 


ILEIAM HENRY JOHNSON. The ex- 
pression “the dignity of labor” is exem- 
plified in the life record of this gentleman, 

who, without reserve, attributes his success to 
earnest work. He is a man of strong force of 
character, purposeful and energetic, and his keen 
discrimination and sound judgment are shown in 
the capable management of his business affairs. 

Mr. Johnson was born in northeastern Mis- 
souri October 16, 1855, and is a son of Mack and 
Martha (Scott) Johnson, also natives of that state. 
The father, who was a farmer by occupation, 
moved to Collins county, Tex., about 1857, and 
there died before the Civil war. The mother 
reared her two children and spent her remaining 
days in Texas. The older son, Mack, is now a 
resident of Mexico. 

William H. Johnson, the younger son, spent 
his early life in Collins county, Tex., and was 
educated in private schools. As soon as able he 
began to provide for himself, and when thirteen 
years of age began herding cattle near Corsi- 
cana, Navarro county, Tex., remaining there un- 
til 1872. He then went to Gonzales county, that 
state, and engaged in the cattle business on his 
own account, his brand being known as drag 
A. B., which he still ie For five years he was 
in partnership with G. W. Lilliefield. Taking 
his cattle, he remov ne to Tarrant county, Tex., 
where he conducted a ranch two years. On sell- 
ing out there he went to the Chickasaw Nation. 
I. T., in 1881, and entered the employ of For- 
syth & Smith. Four years later he established 
a ranch of his own near his present place, and 
has since successfully engaged in the cattle busi- 
ness. At the age of fifteen years he began on 
long trails, and had charge of herds grazing in 
Kansas and Nebraska. He delivered one 
herd to: the -Red Cloud agency. in Alin- 
nesota. For seven ‘consecutive years he was 
on the trail, and had many‘ encounters 
with the Indians, who levied tribute on his 
herds. His large ranch is located on a branch 
of Walnut creek, in the Chickasaw Nation, ten 
niles west of Norman. The property is fenced 
and two hundred and twenty-five acres are under 
cultivation. Upon his place he.has a large herd 
of Hereford cattle, and annually feeds as high as 
one thousand head. Ife also raises a large num- 
ber of hogs. Besides the valuable ranch aiready 
mentioned, he owns three farms on a section of 
land adjoining Franklin on the Little river bot- 
tom; a two-story brick block on Main strect, 
Norman, known as the Red Front building; two 
residences besides his own home, which he built; 
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and, in addition, he is a stockholder in the First 
National Bank of Norman. 

In Cleburne, Johnson county, Tex., Mr. John- 
son married Miss Rachel Tate, a native of Den- 
ton county, that state, and a daughter of Carroll 
and Margaret (Grant) Tate, who were born, re- 
spectively, in Tennessee and Missouri, and died 
in Texas. The father was an officer in the Civil 
- war. Mrs. Johnson is the third in order of birth 
in a family of eight children, five of whom ar2 
still living. Our subject and his wife have three 
children, namely: Nellie Frances, Edgar Henry 
and James Burrell. Since 1896 the family have 
made their home in Norman. 

While on the Chisholm trail Mr. Johnson first 
visited Oklahoma in 1870, and has therefore wit- 
nessed almost its entire growth and develop- 
ment. He is a member of the Fort Worth (Tex.) 
Cattle Raisers’ Association, and is also connected 
with the Modern Woodmen of America and the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen. In his po- 
litical views he is a Democrat. His success in 
life is due entirely to his own well-directed and 
energetic efforts, and his career has been such as 
to commend him to the confidence and esteem of 
those with whom he has come in contact. 


OHN H. RHOADS is an agriculturist who 
delights in the charm of nearness to nature, 
as well as in the practical and remunerative 

phase of his work. His ancestors penetrated the 
shadowy morning of a county hitherto untrod by 
any save the roaming red man and built their 
house of logs under the protecting trees, and 
drew their water from a nearby spring. And 
out of the crude efforts of the faithful pioneers 
who sought a home and country from other 
shores has come a magnificent civilization. which, 
could they but know it, would repay them an 
hundred fold for the privations to which they 
were subjected. 

John H. Rhoads was born in Harrison county, 
Ohio;;May 26, 1841. THevisvaisonof} Mitchell 
Rhoads, who was born in Maryland, and was a 
farmer all his life in Maryland, Ohio and Indiana, 
where he died at Decatur, Adams county, July 
4, 1875. His mother was also born in Maryland. 
and was named Sarah (Burrier) Rhoads. The 
ancestry of the family on both sides is German. 
The great-grandfathers, accompanied by Dan 
Newhbourn, known as “Uncle Dan,” came from 
Germany to Maryland, and later removed from 
that state” to’ “Olio; - wheres (they yayere ithe 
only white people in the township. Their ex- 
periences in the early days were thrilling many 
times, and never monotonous. Uncle Dan owed 
his life to the intervention of grandfather Burrier 
in an exciting bear episode, which took place 
within am hundred yards of their dwelling. Unele 
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Dan had succeeded in bending the barrel of his 
gun over the bear’s lacerated head, and was la- 
boring without apparent results with the butt end 
of the same gun, and on the eve of an ignominti- 
ous surrender, when grandfather Burrier hap- 
pened along with fresh dogs and another gun. 
Bruin was killed with neatness and dispatch, and 
Uncle Dan recovered in short order. Grand- 
father Burrier settled in Jetferson county, Ohio, 
about 1830. In 1851 the family moved to 
Marion township, Allen county, Ind. Later he 
removed to Fort Wayne, and in 1874 took up his 
residence with his son John in Decatur, \dams 
county, Ind., where he died in 1875. His wife 
is now living in Oklahoma, and July 25, 1900, 
celebrated the one hundredth anniversary of her 
birth. 

With his father’s consent John Rhoads lett his 
home at the age of nine years and went to work 
on a farm near Jort Wayne, his compensation 
for the first year being six dollars and board, and 
for the next eight months he received S1o and 
board per month. He continued to work out on 
various farms wherever he could do the best 
from a money standpoint, invariably sending his 
savings to his family to assist in their support. 
When the war began in 1861 he loaned out some 
money to merchants and farmers. He enlisted 
in Company E, Thirtieth Indiana Infantry, at 
I’ort Wayne, was sworn in at Fort Wayne, and 
after being given uniforms proceeded to Louis- 
ville, Ky., where they drew guns. The regi- 
ment went about eighteen miles southeast of 
Louisville and surprised the enemy. Their first 
serious hardship was experienced at Laburn, 
on the Nolin. river, where they made a force‘ 
march through mud and water, and that nighi 
camped in ice and snow and nearly froze from 
exposure. ‘Thence their course was to Bowling 
Green, Nashville and Franklin, and when on 
their way to Island No. Io they received orders 
to reinforce Grant on the Tennessee river for the 
great battle which later took place with DBeaure- 
gard on the other side. They made a forced 
narch of twenty-five miles and a river voyage by 
boat of twenty mules more, reaching the scene of 
hostilities at four in the morning. The Union 
army was in hard straits, and, after landing. 
the new additions took their stand on the firine 
line, though it was still dark. As the dawn crept 
slowly over the fields and objects became vis- 
ible in the distance, there was a terrific charge of 
bayonets by the Union forees, and a scene of 
awtul carnage ensued, the dead being horribly 
disfigured and burned from the discharges ot 
powder. Captain Stcele’s battery was recap- 
tured that had been taken the day before, and 
many graves were dug for the soldiers who fell 
in the action. On both sides the loss was heavy. 
They have since slept in their crude graves, the 
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blue and the gray side by side. Mr. Rhoads had 
charge as corporal of one of the burying squads, 
and ‘he will never forget the gruesome sights 
during those three days. The next engagement 
of Company I© was at Perryville, Tenn,, after 
which they were at Stone River. In this engage- 
ment Mr. Rhoads was wounded in the right foot, 
but he supported himself on his gun. Fora time 
himself and comrades fell back, then charged 
the enemy, Mr. Rhoads firing forty rounds dur- 
ing the engagement. 

‘While making his way to the rear Mr. Rhoads 
was shot again the foot, his member being at 
this time in tatters. He crawled to a clump of 
bushes, with thirteen holes in his blanket and his 
gunstock shot off. He was at this time sur- 
rounded by the rebels. While lying there in the 
grass a drummer boy came up and laid down 
beside him; he was a rebel lad, and his arm was 
shattered and he was bleeding to death. With 
the sublime humanity that makes all men kin, 
Mr. Rhoads tore his new shirt in two and bound 
the wounded arm, and the rebel soldier standing 
near, touched with pity, bound his foot, and 
both were placed in an ambulance. On their 
way to the rear they were captured by the Union 
men and taken back to Nashville hospital, where 
in ward 5, No. 8, the rebel drummer lad and the 
Union soldier convalesced in adjoining cots. 
Through Mr. Rhoad’s intercession the boy was 
adimitted, and it was Mr. Rhoad’s money that 
paid for the amputation of the boy’s arm above 
the elbow. Three months later, when they were 
discharged from the hospital, and later mustered 
out, Mr. Rhoads took the drummer boy home 
with him to Fort Wayne. The lad was Frederick 
Mecarry, and became a prosperous merchant of 
Lafayette, Ind. 

From Fort Wayne Mr. Rhoads went to Adams 
county, Ind., and later to Lincoln county, Kans., 
where he homesteaded a claim. In 1890 he 
bought the claim in Oklahoma, which is still his 
home. It is located on the northeast quarter of 
section 14, tow nship 17, range 4 west, Logan 
county. His farm is well improved and fitted 
with the most recent devices. There is a fine 
orchard, and most of the land is in a high state 
of cultivation. His farm now comprises two 
hundred and seventy-two acres. 

January 7, 1864, Mr. Rhoads married La- 
vina Hendry, a daughter of James H. Hendry, a 
farmer who came originally from New York. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Rhoads have been born twelve 
children: Sarah IE. married TI. L. Buttermore, 
has seven children and lives in Lincoln county, 
Kans.; Mary FE. is now Mrs. Workman, and lives 
in Kansas; Martha W. is the wife of Mr. Cassell 
and has seven children; Lillie married C. C. 
Parks, has five children, and lives in Oklahoma; 
Rosie married Mr. Disney, has two children, and 
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lives in Garfield county, Okla.; Ella is now Mrs. 
House, of Lincoln county, Nans., and has three 
children; John W. married Celia Jennings, of 
Crescent City; Lawrence married Blanche Wells, 
and has one child; the other children are [lmer, 
Perley, Myrtle and Sherley. Of these, Myrtle 
married George Wells, of Crescent City, Okla. 
Mr. Rhoads is an Abraham Lincoin Repub- 
lican, but now votes with the People’s party. 


LBERT..DAVIS LESTER. “The'grand old 
state of Illinois has furnished Oklahoma 
with numerous energetic citizens, who are 

actuated by patriotic, public-spirited motives, 
and of these none is more highly esteemed than 
Albert Davis Lester, whose home is in Guthrie. 

Born in Adams county, Ill, March 30, 1856, 
he is a son of William Davis and Eveline (Good- 
ing) Lester, who were natives of Ohio, but in 
childhood became residents of the prairie state 
and were engaged in agricultural pursuits sub- 
sequent to their marriage. They reared their 
son Albert in a practical manner, instilling into 
his mind at an early age those high principles 
which are foundation-stones in his character and 
career. When he was twenty years old he mar- 
ried the daughter of a neighbor, and for the en- 
suing thirteen years he was employed as a clerk 
in the store of his wife’s father. The young 
couple were industrious and economical and 
gradually amassed a comfortable little fortune, 
which they afterward invested in Kansas lands. 
For three years they leased a farm in Sumner 
county, that state, but, owing to hot winds and 
dry weather, they lost their crops, and finally 
they returned to Illinois, where, as formerly, Mr. 
Lester was connected with mercantile enter- 
prises. In i891 he removed with his family to 
his present farm of one hundred and sixty acres 
on section 25, township 16, range 3 west, ‘Logan 
county, buying out the squatter’s improvements 
and proceeding to cultivate the place. Well- 
fenced pastures, a thriving orchard and neatlv- 
kept buildings make the farm a model and de- 
sirable one, and, under the present owner's judi- 
cious expenditure of work and means, the place 
has been materially increased in value. In Au- 
gust, 1900, he moved to Guthrie, where he now 
resides. 

For a wife. Mr. Lester chose a schoolmate, 
Anna L. Harris, and their marriage took place 
November 8, 1876. She was born in Adams 
county, and is a daughter of Franklin and Emil 
(Shaw) Harris, the former for many years a 
pronunent business man of Plainville, II. The 
eldest child of our subject and wife, Leta, be- 
came the wife of Frank Brooks, of Oklahoma, 
and their little son, Clifford, was born June 24, 
I8o4. Phe wife and mother was summoned to 
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the home above when she was in her twentieth 
vear. Ora Lee married Richard Simmons, and 
resides in the village of Lilly, Mo. Frank is en- 
caged in farming in Clinton county, Mo., and 
Harvey H., who has been a student in the Guth- 
rie (Okla.) Business College, is living with his 
parents. 

The first presidential ballot of our subject was 
cast for Garfield, and he has continued firm in his 
allegiance to the Republican party. Two years 
or less after his arrival in this locality he was 
elected to the office of township trustee, and 
served one term acceptably. Later he was hon- 
ored by election to the office of township clerk, 
and, besides being a member of the local central 
committee of his party, he has frequently been 
sent as a delegate to political conventions. When 
a citizen of Plainville, Ill, he was initiated into 
the Odd Fellows order, becoming a charter 
member of the local lodge, where he was well 
known. Since coming to Oklahoma he has joined 


Guthrie Lodge No. 3. 


F. ESSEX,. who is now carrying on a 
meat market in Norman, has throughout 
his business career been exceptionally 
successful, and is to-day the owner of seven hun- 
dred and twenty acres of very valuable land. He 
came to Oklahoma on the 22d of April, 1889, 
and has since been identified with the interests of 
Cleveland county. Mr. Essex was born near 
Westboro, Atchison county, Mo., June 11, 1867, 
and is the youngest of a family of four children 
and the only son. His father, John Essex, was 
born near Toledo, Ohio, and at an early dav re- 
moved to Atchison county, Mo., where he fol- 
lowed farming until coming to Oklahoma in 
1889. He bought a claim near Norman, and, in 
connection with its operation, he conducted the 
Purcell Hotel, but is now living retired in this 
city. During the Civil war he enlisted at Nemaha, 
Neb., and was sent to the northwestern frontier 
against the Indians. He is now an honored 
member of the Grand Army post at Norman. 
His wife, who bore the maiden name of Louisa 
Grove, is also a native of the Buckeye state, and 
a daughter of Jephtha Grove, a farmer, who 
spent his last days in Clarinda, Page courty, 
Towa. 

In the county of his nativity W. F. Essex was 
reared and educated, his life being spent upon 
the farm there until February, 1889, when he 
went to Purcell, I. T., to prepare for the opening 
of Oklahoma. While there he assisted his father 
in conducting the City Hotel. He made the run 
and secured one hundred and sixty acres of land 
one and a half miles west of Norman, on section 
26, township 9, range 3 west. This place he im- 
proved, and is still successfully engaged in farm- 
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ing and stock-raising there, though he has made 
his home in Norman since September, 1899. In 
May of the following year he bought a meat 
market on Main street, which he is now success- 
fully carrying on. Besides the property already 
mentioned he owns eighty acres of land on Little 
river, six miles east of Norman, and has three 
quarter sections of land in Liberty township and 
one in Norman township, all improved. He 
raises principally wheat and corn, and harvested 
four thousand bushels of wheat in 1g00. In con- 
nection with his other business he operated 
corn-sheller for five years, and in all his under- 
takings has been remarkably successful. He is 
energetic, progressive and reliable, and is a man 
of more than ordinary business ability. 

Mr. Essex was married near Norman to Miss 
Clara Foster, who was born in Kansas and 
reared in that state and Texas. Her father, J. 
\W. Foster, was born near Cornwall, Canada, and 
was a son of Lester Foster, a native of England 
and a farmer of Ontario, Canada. The latter was 
an Orangeman and took part in the Canadian 
rebellion under McKinzie. While residing in 
his native land Mrs. Essex’s father followed lum- 
bering. In 1863 he removed to Indiana, but the 
following year went to Kansas and was engaged 
in farming in Leavenworth county from 1865 to 
1879, when he went to Chautauqua county, Kans. 
In 1880 he became interested in the cattle busi- 
ness in Jack county, Tex., where he made his 
home until coming to Oklahoma at the opening 
of the territory, April 22, 1889. He owns a farm 
of three hundred and twenty acres in Cleveland 
county, but is now living retired in Norman. He 
married Sarah Young, a native of Chillicothe, 
Ohio, and a daughter of William Young, a cab- 
inetmaker by trade, who was born in Baltimore, 
Md., and in early lite moved to Tennessee. La- 
ter he became a resident of Chillicothe, Ohio, 
and from there went to Indiana, where he died 
at the extreme old age of one hundred and two 
vears. His father, William Young, was a soldier 
of the war of T8r2. and his grandfather, Franklin 
Young, fought for American independence in 
the Revolutionary war. Mrs. Essex is the voune- 
est of a family of three chilc ren, arid by her mar- 
riage to our subject has become the mother of 


three sons and two daughters, namely: John. 
Ruth, Eunice (deceased), Raymond, and Homer 
(deceased). 


The Republican party finds in Mr. Essex a 
stanch supporter of its principles, and as a pub- 
lic-spirited and progressive citizen he takes an 
active interest in those enterprises calculated to 
prove of public benefit. He is a deacon and 
pronunent member of the Christian Chureh, of 
Norman, and is connected with the Ancient Or- 
der of United Workmen and the Woodmen ot 
the World. 
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ILLIAM S. BAKER: In his various ca- 

pacities as preacher, postmaster, farmer 

and stock-raiser, the influence of Mr. 
Baker has been extended, and has been carried 
on in various sections of the country. An inter- 
esting and useful existence has followed in the 
wake of great kindliness and good will and gen- 
eral enlightenment to those w ho have been ‘able 
to profit by his ability as an educator and a 
teacher of broad, humanitarian principles. 

A native of Monroe county, Tenn., Mr. Baker 
was born October 3, 1847, and is a son of David 
and Mary (Barnett) Baker. Up to his thirteenth 
year he received an excellent home training on 
the home farm. At that time began the interest- 
ing war experiences, which are so vividly remem- 
bered at the present time. At Gallipolis, Ohio, 
he enlisted in Company L, Forty-fifth Ohio In- 
fantry, and after two years was transferred to 
Company B, Second Tennessee Cavalry. As a 
private he saw service in the central west with 
Burnside and Thomas, and participated in the 
battles of Murfreesboro, the campaign of Chat- 
tanooga, Missionary Ridge and Chickamauga, 
the battle at the latter place lasting three days. 
At McMinnville, Tenn., he was shot in the 
face, which resulted in the breaking of his jaw 
and the loss of nine teeth. Thus disabled, he was 
obliged to spend six months in practical inac- 
tivity, in the field hospitals at McMinnville and 
Chattanooga. Aiter convalescing, he took part 
in Ifcod’s campaign, and at Athens, Ala., had 
two horses killed under him, and, upon seizing a 
mule, that also was killed within the half hour. 
In the meantime he had been made duty ser- 
geant, and was put on detached duty on Gen. 
A. P. Knight's staff. the Seventh Division Cav- 
alry Corps of the Military District of Mississippi, 
and in this capacity served until the close of the 
war. He had already agreed to accept a commis- 
sion in the United States army, but, when he 
found that his regiment had been mustered out, 
he demanded the same right as the others to re- 
lease from the service 

After the cessation of hostilities Mr. Baker re- 
turned to Tennessee, and was at the time not yet 
eighteen vears of age. He was soon after ap- 
pointed deputy sheriff of Monroe county, and 
after a year of service went to St. Clair county, 
Ill., where he engaged in farming and worked for 
one man for three vears. Realizing that his op- 
portunities for education had been rather lim- 
ited, owing to the inroads upon his time incident 
to war service, he returned to Tennessee and at- 
tended the public schools for eleven weeks. He 
then made practical application of the knowledge 
acquired and began to teach school, continuing 
the same after his removal to Morris county, 
Wans., in the spring of 1870. When twelve vears 
of age, just before the war, he had been con- 
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verted to the Methodist Ipiscopal faith, and, 
after entering upon his educational work, was 
licensed to exhort. As an exhorter, teacher and 
farmer his influence penetrated to many homes 
and hearts, and his field of opportunity was in- 
deed a large one. In the schoolhouse a large re- 
vival was held, and many were turned from a 
Jukewarm faith to an active interest in the better 
things of life. 

The first marriage of Mr. Baker occurred in 
871, in Morris county, Kans., to Florence 
Shepard, a native of New York. In 1874 the 
family returned to Tennessee, where, for a year, 
Mr. Baker taught, farmed and preached. After 
returning to Kansas, he was unfortunate 1n los- 
ing his wife, in 1876, and soon after removed 
with his family to Fannin county, Tex., where 
his former occupations were engaged in. In 
1877 he returned to his former residence in [li- 
ness, and for a year again worked for the man in 
whose employ he had been for three years, and 
also was engaged in working the mines. In 1878 
he removed to Crittenden county, Ark., and was 
there interested in a different occupation, which 
subsequently resulted in the loss of all that he 
had acquired during recent years. As a lumber- 
man, and hewer of "logs to be floated down the 
river, he did not realize his expectations, and 
so returned to Kansas, and engaged with a rail- 
road as foreman of a grading outfit. In 1880 
he returned to Tennessee, and was united in 
marriage with Mary J. Gay, a native of that 
state. 

After his second marriage, Mr. Baker settled 
in northwestern Arkansas, and was successful as 
an educator, farmer and preacher, but subse- 
quently lost all that he had in the world. In 
1881 he removed to Kansas, and in Labette and 
Cherokee counties farmed for a year, and later 
in Jasper county, Mo., worked in a lumber yard 
for S. A. Brown, of Chicago. In: 1884 he was 
elected principal of city schools at Siloam 
Springs, and at the end of a year’s service ac- 
cepted a government contract to drive the mail 
between Siloam Springs and Tahlequah, I. T. 
This was continued for several vears. 

Mr. Baker’s association with Oklahoma began 
in 1892, at which time he located where he has 
since lived. ‘The outlook for success avas de- 
pendent upon his own exertions and ability to 
overcome difficulties, for he not only had noth- 
ing to depend on from a material point of view, 
but was in debt Syoo. He was materially as- 
sisted by the appointment as postmaster in Sep- 
tember of T&892, at Bellemont, which post was 
established by himself and named by him after his 
second wife, Isabel, and “mont,” or “mount,” re- 
ferring to its location on an clevated. site. 
January 23, r893, Mr. Baker laid in a small stock 
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eral farming on leased land, and in 1896 he pur- 
chased cighty acres of adjoining land, and in 
rog bought one hundred and sixty acres to the 
north and east. 

Although an ardent advocate of Republican 
principles, Mr. Baker has continually refused 
local offices within the gift of the people, and 
although elected justice of the peace, absoiutely 
refused to serve. He was an Abolitionist, and 
yoted for Grant in 1868. Of the first union of 
Mr. Baker one child only is living, Mrs. Ilor- 
ence Stevens, of Council Grove, Morris county, 
IXans. Of the second marriage there, are five 
living children: Eula G., Dora May, Vida, Van, 
and J."Dewey. The-first two Mone pons in Ar- 
kansas and the last three in Oklahoma. Mr. 
Baker is a member of the Curtis Post No. 9, at 
Siloam Springs, Ark., and has filled all of the 
chairs. For one year he was representative at 
the Inter-State Encampment of Missouri, Kan- 
sas, Arkansas and Indian Territory. 


ILLIAM C. KRUM, whose fine home- 

stead is located on ee 20, township 

13, range 6 west, Canac lian county, has 
experienced many of the “ups and downs” of 
life, yet has sturdily pressed forward toward 
the goal of success which he has ever had in 
view. To-day he ranks with the best citizens of 
Oklahoma, and that he is looked up to is shown 
by the fact that he was the choice of the people 
here for the responsible office of constable, and 
is still serving in that capacity. 

The birth of Mr. Krum occurred near Oferathi, 
Prussia, January 15, 1845, and his boyhood 
passed unev entfully upon the farm of his parents, 
William C. and Eve (Adolph) Krum. He was 
educated with a view of bie entering the minis- 
try, but when he was eighteen vears old he de- 
cided that he preferred another field of labor, 
and that he would try his fortunes in America. 
fe embarked‘ ‘on a steamer which made the 
journey in eleven days, and soon after his arrival 
here he proceeded to Pennsylvania. Finding that 
his lack of knowledge of the English language 
debarred him from most occupations here, he 
began earning his livelihood at the humble work 
of picking out the slate from the coal 
ines, and his wages were $1.50 a day. When 
about four months had elapsed he went to Chi- 
cago, and in the spring of 1864 entered a law 
office with the purpose of embarking in the legal 
profession. Handicapped as he was, both by lack 
of means and his slight acquaintance with the 
language, he nevertheless made good pHOares:, 
and at the end of three years he opened an offre: 
for himself in LaSalle county, same state. Ele 
was admitted to the bar in 1867, and alter a 
period he returned to Chicago, where he found 
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it so difficult to gain a foothold as a lawyer that 
he finally gave up the task. 

Mr. Krum is not deficient in patience and 
perseverance, but in his early manhood his in- 
tensely practical nature could not well brook 
years of waiting for possible success, when 
abundant opportunities in other departments of 
enterprise presented themselves. He therefore 
turned his attention to the trade of stone cutting, 
and soon received $15 a week for his work. 
Within a year he was receiving $6 a day, and for 
a twelvemonth he was employed in Chicago. 
Later he went to San Ifrancisco, where he soon 
began taking contracts, and, as the result of his 
labors there, between 1866 and 1872, he hal 
$4,000 in the bank. Returning to Illinois, at 
Peru he bought two lots fronting on the river. 
He then built a dam in order*to prevent the oc- 
casional overflow of the river, and with his prop- 
erty thus protected he proceeded to erect a sub- 
stantial stone building, three stories high, on the 
river side. When it was completed he formed 
a partnership with a citizen and embarked in the 
implement business, in which venture he met 
with marked success. 

In 1875 he sold out his interest in the business 
for $10,000, and then, as events proved, he 
made his first serious financial blunder. Going 
to Chicago, he invested his capital in iiquor., 
being trusted with $20,000 worth of barreled 
goods. He expected to deal in wholesale quan- 
tities only, but finallv, when he found that the 
tide was directly against him, he disposed 
of his small resources, realizing only $2,000. 
He then went to Kankakee, Il, where he 
engaged in cutting stone for the insane asy- 


lum, and in the fall of 1883 he located in Becker, 


Kans., where he opened a billiard -hall.. Two 
years later he moved to Fort Worth, Tex., anil 
there was extensively occupied in building cul- 
verts and bridges on daria At Bowie; Tex, 
he erected the h andsome opera-house, and aiter 


he had constructed the bridge over the Div 
Hickory river, in Texas, on the Santa Fe Rail- 
road, a town in the vicinity was named Nrum 


in his honor. In 1888 he built the courtincuse at 
Panhandle City, Carson county, Tex., and at the 
time of the opening of Oklahoma he was still 
living at that town. Jor a short period prior to 
its settlement he worked on contracts for the 
government in El Reno and locality. When the 
territory was opened for white settlers he came 
to his present farm, and during the vears that 
have rolled away since he has instituted numer 
ous improvements. Substantial buildings, a well- 
kept orchard and everything about the farm: be- 
speak his constant attention and good manage- 
mient, 

In 1874 Mr. Krum married Mary Barrett, who 
died a few years later, leaving two sons. The 
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elder, William is now a clerk in a wholesale 
establishment at Colorado Springs, Colo., and 
the younger, John, is head clerk of the Tort 
Worth & Denver Railroad Company, at Fort 
Worth. During the Spanish-American war he 
enlisted and served in the Second Regiment of 
Texas Volunteers. On the 18th of November, 
1884, our subject married Mary J. Wasica, of 
Brown county, Kans. She is a native of Aus- 
tria, and in 1882 accompanied her parents to the 
county just mentioned. 

In 1868 Mr. Krum cast his first presidential 
vote for General Grant, and ever since he has 
been a stanch Republican. He has taken eleven 
degrees in the Masonic order, and now is con- 
nected with Lodge’ No. 72, A..F. & A. M., of 
Chicago. 


ILLIAM C. WOOD... Doubly entitled to 

honor, William C. Wood is eminently 

deserving of representation in the rec- 
ords ,of his county and country, as he has met 
every obligation as a citizen, proving himself 
devoted to his land, both in times of war and 
peril and in days of peace. Moreover, he has 
been dependent upon himself since he was quite 
young, and has made a competence and pro- 
vided advantages for his family, though he has 
had adverse circumstances to contend against 
throughout much of his career. 

A son of Chauncey and Sarah (Collins) Wood, 
William Chauncey Wood was born in Stock- 
bridge, Windsor county, Vt., June 5, 1831. His 
mother died when he was nine vears old, and, as 
the father was in very poor health, and there 
Were several other voung children that he was 
obliged to care for, William C. went to the home 
of his elder married sister, who resided in \Massa- 
chusetts. In 1855 he went to Illinois, where he 
found employment with brick manufacturers, for 
he had previously learned the trade in the east, 
and had practically paid his own way for some 
tune before his fourteenth birthday anniversary, 
in the meantime also spending a few hours now 
and then in the schools, for he early felt the need 
of a business education. 

When thirty vears old ALr. Wood volunteered 
his services to the Union, and, becoming a mem- 
ber of Company A, Forty-second Hlinois Infan- 
try, was sent to St. Louis for drill, and later was 
stationed, with others, to guard a railroad in 
jeopardy. In the spring of 1862 his regiment 
took part in the battle of Island No. 10, and the 
first time he was under fire was at farmington, 
Miss. Later he fought in the desperate engage- 
ments of Stone River, Chickamauga and Mission 
Ridge, after which he was sent to castern Ten- 
nessee to the relief of General Burnside. Being 
cumped in the vicinity of Nnoxville, the gallant 
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I‘orty-second took possession of a null and there 
ground all the grain needed for food, thus as- 
sisting the government, as they did not draw 
upon its resources very heavily on the score ot 
rations. The regiment stayed there until Iebru- 
ary, in the meantime re-enlisting, being mustered 
into the service again at Chattanooga. He after- 
ward participated in the battle of Buzzard’s 
Roost, and under the leadership of General Sher- 
man went through the Georgia campaign, being 
under fire one hundred out of one hundred and 
thirteen days. Next he fought at Spring Hill, 
Tenn., under General Thomas, and there met his 
Waterloo. While with his comrades, a large 
share of the Federals in one section of the field, 
they were being pressed so hard by the enemy 
that a retreat was inevitable and he was in sucha 
rain of bullets that several took effect. He sus- 
tained a gunshot wound in the right leg, below 
the knee, the bullet passing through the bone 
without causing a breakage, and, strange to say. 
he managed to get to a place of safety, enduring 
agony almost insupportable rather than to sur- 
render to the Confederates. While in the thick- 
est of the danger a bullet passed through his coat 
on the left side, another grazed his right side and 
a third hit the top of his boot. He was sent from 
one hospital to another until March, 1865, when 
he was aliowed a furlough and finally was honor- 
ably discharged from the army June 5, 1865. 

On the 3d of July, 1865, Mr. Wood married 
Martha A. Cook, of Henry county, Ill. She was 
born in Boston, Mass., a daughter of Robert and 
Martha (Wiggins) Cook, and was only two years 
old when the family removed to Kewanee, Iil. 
There her father followed his trade as a mer- 
chant tailor, and a few years later they settled 
upon a farm. Mrs. Wood received good educa- 


tional advantages, and prior to her marriage 


taught school several terms.. Of the six children 
born to Mr..and Mrs. Wood only three survive, 


namely: Martha’ Eloise. who wedded W. N. 
Votaw, and has two children and resides in 
Guthrie: Louise, wife of J. A. Holland, and 


mother of six children; Edwin W., who owns a 
quarter section of land on section 34,-township 
15. range 4, Logan county, Okla. 

lor fourteen years after leaving the army Mr. 
Wood was actively engaged in the manutacture 
of brick, and in 1879 he removed to Sumner 
county, Nans., where he also followed his usual 
ealline. After being a resident of the town of 
Oxford for a period he removed to Oklahoma 
alter it was opened to the public in November, 
1889, and from that time to the present he has 
been occupied in the improvement and cultiva- 
tion of his farm in the southeastern quarter oO! 
section 34, township 15, range 4 west. 

As he east his first presidential vote for Tre- 
mont m 1856, he has been connected with the 
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Republican party forty-four years. Religiously 
he and his family are Presbyterians, and when 
he lived in Kansas he acted as an elder in his 
home church. While a resident of Oxford he 
became a charter member of the local post of the 
Grand Army of the Republic and served in the 
office of quartermaster. In order to eke out his 
means, in the early days of his residence here, 
he carried the mail, and in many ways has been 
intimately associated with the upbuilding of this 
thriving community. 


AMES J. RHOADES, whose life has been 

spent in fertile western farming sections, 1s 

thoroughly practical and we ell posted in 
modern agricultural methods. His record, both 
in peace and war, is that of a true, loyal patriot 
and high- panic citizen, and, as one of the 
pioneers of Oklahoma, he is deserving of a 
place in its history. 

Mr. Rhoades comes of representative south- 
ern families, his father, Randolph Rhoades, hav- 
ing been a native of Virginia, while his mother, 
whose maiden name was Elizabeth Short, was 
born in Kentucky. They were married in the 
Blue Grass state, and resided there for several 
years subsequently. They were numbered 
among the pioneers of Hlinois, as they spent the 
early part of the "30s in perce county, re- 
moving to Dade county, Mo., in 1838 or 18309, 
and there making their home until 1844, when 
they returned to Sangamon county. Later the 
father went to Macoupin county, Ill., where he 
entered land and cultivated the place until 
shortly before his death, in 1851, when he was 
fifty-one years of age. 

The birth of James J. Rhoades occurred in 
Sangamon county, Ill, April 27, 1837, and when 
he first made a visit to the neighboring town of 
Springfield, three miles south of the homestead, 
it was a mere village. The chief recollections of 
his boyhood and youth are associated with Illi- 
nois, and as his father died when our subject was 
fourteen years old, he was early obliged to as- 
sume the responsibilities of a man. He had but 
a limited education, and for several years worked 
by the month for farmers in different sections of 
his native state. 

On the 22d of September, 1861, Mr. Rhoades 
enlisted in Company A, Tenth Illinois Cavalry, 
and plaved an important part in the civil con- 


flict. He was actively engaged in some of. the 
western campaigns, and at the siege of Vicks- 
burg, and the battles of Little Rock, Bayou Me- 


tre and Arkansas Post, among others, his cavalry 
forceydids herore service for the Union.) Ina 
skirmish with the Confederates at Bull's Bayon, 
Ark., he was hit on the left thigh with a spent 
bullet, a black and blue spot being the only 


that time has been a stanch 
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effecty and this lucky accident, as it may be 
styled, was the nearest to a wound which he ever 
sustained. The severe hardships and exposure 
to inclement weather laid him low with sickness 
on one occasion, and for nearly a month he was 
an inmate of an army hospital at Duvall’s Bluff. 
Veteranizing in 1864, and re-enlisting in the ser- 
vice, he was at his post of duty until January 6, 
1866, when he was mustered out in San Antonio, 
Tex., his. assignment subsequent to the close of 
the war being Texas. 

While he was at home on a furlough, Mr. 
Rhoades‘and Mary Tibbs were married March 
3, 1864. She is a native of Sangamon county, 
and a daughter of James and Dorinda (Short) 
Tibbs, both of whom were born in Iliinois. Of 
the seven children born to Mr. and Mrs. Rhoades 
only one son survives. This son, Ulysses A., 
who was born in Sangamon county, Il., married 
Clara Welsh in Oklahoma, and they have’ two 
children, Erma Fredonia and Chester Lee. 
Ulysses A. Rhoades, an enterprising young far- 
mer of this locality, owns two hundred and forty 
acres of land, situated near the homestead oi our 
subject. Ida May Rhoades, a lovable young 
lady, died when in her seventeenth year, subse- 
quent to the arrival of the family in this terri- 
tory. 

After carrying on a Sangamon county farm 
from the beginning of the year 1866 until Sep- 
tember, 1871, Mr. Rhoades went with his family 
to Kansas. Buying a claim in Neosho county, 
he remained there just two vears. Homesickness 
and other considerations then led them to return 
to their native county, where they dwe!t eleven 
years more. In 1884 they went to Crawford 
county, whence they removed to Seward county, 
Kans., in 1886. Having proved up a claim there 
and increased its value by judicious expenditure 
of energy and capital, our subject came to his 
present farm in January, 1890, and has made 
desirable. improvements here. The property is 
located on section 24, township 15, range 4, Lo- 
gan county. 

As his father had been.a Jacksonian Demo- 
crat, Mr. Rhoades was biased in his early man- 
hood and voted for Douglas in 1860, but in 
1864 he lovally supported Lincoln, and since 
Republican, often 
attending party conventions as a delegate. He 
was well acquainted with Abraham Lincoln anc 
with Duff Armstrong, who was tried for killing 
aman in Mason county, Ill, and was cleared by 
Lincoln's skillful efforts. Both Ar. Rhoades 
and his wife are members of the Christian 
Church, and were baptized and received into the 
chureh at the same time, in their native county. 
He is a charter member of William Watts Post, 
CoRR, Sati Sewardsand: at present is) its vice- 
commander, In July, 1898, he commenced car- 
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rying mail from West P. O. to Ball P. O., and 
thence to Omar, Okla., and has filled the posi- 
tion creditably and to the satisfaction of Is su- 
perior in the United States Postal Department. 


Rk. JOHN LONG. To Dr. Long belongs 
|) the distinction of never having lost a pa- 

tient during quite an extended medical 
practice. He is remembered as a man who 
crowded much of kindness and usefulness and 
a variety of occupation into the years of his 
activity, ‘and who ever had the interest of friends 
and the community at heart. ? 

About the time’ of the Revolutionary war, 
Grandfather Long crossed the seas trom Ger- 
many to America, and took up the burden of 
life amid new and crude surroundings in Penn- 
sylvania. Dr. John Long was born in New 
Pittsburg, Ohio, August 10, 1836, and was a 
son of Samuel Long, who was born near Harris- 
burg, Pa. In the very early days of the century 
Samuel Long left his father’s home in Pennsyl- 
vaia and settled on a farm in Ohio, where he 
carried on general farming and blacksmithing, 
and where he died at the age of eighty years. 
Upon removing to Ohio he was accompanied by 
his ten brothers, who later engaged in different 
occupations in Ohio, Hlinois, Indiana and Mis- 
souri. The mother of this large family of boys 
was formerly Catherine Goodman, who was born 
in Pennsylvania. At the present time four of 
the ten children are living. The mother died in 
Ohio at the age of eighty-two. 

Dr. Long was educated in the law school and 
at Oberlin College, and afterwards turned his 
educational advantages to good account by 
teaching school for a number of terms. He then 
began to study medicine under Dr. Elder, at 
Huntington, Ohio, and conscientiousiy read 
medicine for several years before attempting a 
practical application of his knowledge. In 1866 
he removed to a farm in Adams county, Iowa 
where he lived for ten years, and engaged in gen- 
eral farming and the real-estate business, and 
also acted in the capacity of insurance agent for 
several companies. In 1880 the scene of his ef 
forts was changed to Ellsworth county, anes 
where he continued to farm, buy and sell real- 
estate,and sell life insurance. In addition, he dili- 
gently continued his medical researches, and, 
in fact, kept up a continual broadening in many 
directions, so that at the time of his death, Ieb- 
ruary 16, 1898, he was an unusually well- 
informed man, 

With the opening of the territory, in 1889, Dr. 
Long, who had previously moved to Buffalo 
Springs, in close proximity to the scene of activ 
ity. started from Big Camp the opening day, and 
sueceeded in obtaining a claim on the northeast 
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quarter of section 14, township 17, range 6, 
Kingfisher county. The same fall he erected the 
house in which his family now reside. They 
joined him in the new country in March of 1&0, 
and were of valuable assistance in instituting th: 

new state of affairs. Seventy-five acres of the 
land are under cultivation, and there 1s a good 
orchard, in which are grown numerous kinds of 
fruits. 

After settling down to life as represented 
under the new conditions, ‘Dr. Long began the 
practice of medicine and was successful beyond 
his expectations. August 9, 1862, he married 
Rachel J. Robinson, a daughter of Joseph C. 
Robinson, of Huron county, “Ohio. To Dr. and 
aes: Long were born eight children: Frank, de- 

ceased; Samuel Lat home, who married Mattie 
Shively, of Ellsworth county, Kans.; Willian: 
C., who lives on a farm in Grant county; Joseph 
C., in Ellsworth county, Kans.; John W., who 
resides in Grant county; David Burton, in Ells- 
worth county; Charles, on the old home place; 
and Hattie. 

Among Dr. Long’s many services to his town- 
ship may be mentioned his organization of the 
Kingfisher County Old Settlers’ Association, 
which held annual meetings at Garrett Grove 
and Brown Grove. He was first president of 
the association and took active part in all its 
undertakings. He was superintendent of the 
Box Springs Sunday-school, and with his family 
was active in church work. Politicaliy, he was 
associated with the Populist party, and was quite 
prominent in his joel in that capacity. For 
a number of vears he served as justice of the 
peace, and at the first election in the township 
his name was mentioned for state senator, but he 
declined to accept. He was always vitally inter- 
ested in school matters, and was president of 
the school board for some time. He was a 
worthy addition to the colony of easterners who 
have added so much to the development of Okla- 
homa,. and he won, during his life, the respect 
and confidence of his fellow townsmen. 


EORGE W. 
of general merchandise in Dale, Potta- 


watomie county, Mr. Durham has been 
reasonably successful and has won the esteem 
and confidence of the community. He was 
born in Hamilton county, Ohio, May 29, 1850, 
and is a son of W. S. and Narissa (Wilmington) 
Durham, who were industrious and enterprising 
farmers. In their country home the children were 
trained to habits of thrift and economy and were 
educated in the public schools. George \W. also 
attended the academy at Mount Washington and 
a private college in Cincinnati. ITe lived at home 
on the farm until after his thirtieth vear, when 
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he removed to Lawrence, Kans., and continued 
his former occupation of farming. 

After seven years of industrious tilling of the 
soilin Kansas, Mr. Durham sought to better his 
condition by removal to Okl ahoma, and located 
in Oklahoma City in February of 1800. He 
soon after went to Choctaw City and engaged in 
a different line of occupation, and for two years 
was fairly successful in the grocery business 
In 1892 he came to the neig hborhood where he 
now resides and started a grocery business. 
This was three years before the railroad came 
into this part of the country, and, when it was 
built, the store was removed to its present loca- 
UNOS ae 

Mr. Durham was united in marriage, in Kansas 
City, January 1, t808, with Bertha Southwood, a 
native of Missouri. Of this union there is one 
child, James S., who was born at Dale. Mr. Dur- 
ham is a Democrat in national politics, but has 
no political aspirations. With the development 
of the town he has been ever interested, and by 
his strict attention to business and desire to 
please he has made many friends. 


RANCIS M. JORDAN, M. D., a prosperous 

farmer and stock-raiser of Oklahoma town- 

ship, and one of the early settlers of Okla- 
homa county, is a native of Springfield, IIl., 
being a son of Henry Jordan and grandson 
of James Jordan, and of German and Scotch de- 
scent. James Jord an was a native of Maryland, 
but removed to Ohio during his early life, and 
from there moved to Illinois. On the Sangamon 
river, near Athens, he built a and saw 
mill. As he was a man of considerable mechan- 
ical ability, he did all the mechanical work in 
his community, and was also engaged in farm- 
ing to some extent. He died there at an ad- 
vanced age. 

3orn in Ohio, Henry Jordan was the first 
member of his family who settled in [inois. [He 
walked from Pickaway county, Ohio, to Spring = 
field, Ill., arriving in that city before the capital 
was located there. Afterward his fainily joined 
him. In that vicinity he owned over a thousanil 
acres of land. His occupation was that of a 
farmer and cattle-raiser. In 1852 he sold out 
and located near Elkhart, Logan county, IIL, and 
from there went to Macon county, Ill, where he 
died near Decatur, at the age of fifty-six years. 
In politics he took ait active part, and for one 
term held the office of sheriff of MIenard county. 
He was also an active church worker and a dea- 
con in the Methodist Church near his home. 
While residing near Elkhart he donated to the 
Methodist Conference the land upon which a 
new church was erected. Ile was a very promi- 

32 
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nent man in the various communities where he 
resided. He was united in marriage with Miss 
Keziah Hall, whose grandfather, a soldier in 
the Revolutionary war, was taken a prisoner 
and for a long time was supposed to have been 
lost, but finally returned home. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jordan were the parents of eight sons and eight 
daughters, of whom nine are still living. She 
died in Kansas in 1899, at the age of cighty- 
five years. 

Irrancis M. Jordan was reared to manhood 
at Springfield, Hl, and there he also obtained 
his early: schooling, but at nineteen embarked 
in the cattle business, which he successfully car- 
ried on until he was twenty-seven. He then en- 
tered the, State Normal School, from which 
institution he was graduated in 1863, and after 
that he became principal of the Elkhart grade 
schools, a position he ably filled for three years. 
In 1870 he entered Rush Medical College, from 
Which he graduated in 1879, and during his 
stay in Chicago he took a post-graduate course, 
also engaged in practice in the city. For three 
years he had an office on the corner of Loomis 
and Twelfth streets, but at the end of that time 
he returned to his native county, and for years 
practiced at Berlin, Ill. Next he practiced in 
Kingman county, aay but in 1887 he went to 
Fort Smith, Ark., where he practiced his profes- 
sion. He was a pe of the Sebastian County 
Medical Society and was appointed attending 
physician to St. Luke’s Hospital. In the spring 
following he removed to Purcell, I. T. There he 
established a large practice and was examiner for 
the New, York Life and New York Equitable 
Insurance Companies, and surgeon for the sAEC- 


ison, Topeka & Santa Fe and the ult & Santa 
Fie ee Companies. Along the latter two 


roads he had regular patients. He also took care 
of the government employes at Oklahoma Sta- 
tion, as it was then called. 

April 22, 1889, he entered the race for homes 
and succeeded in locating his present farm, 
which is about one mile east of Oklahoma City, 
on. Section °25... His claim was’ contested for 
seven years, but he eventually won and nas been 
granted a patent for the same by the govern- 
ment... The, first year he put four acres under 
cultivation, but he now has the entire place in 
use. He makes a specialty of cattle-raising and 
operates a dairy, getting the milk from fifteen to 
twenty-five cood cows. His farm is well supplied 
with water, his reservoir being filled from a well 
which has a depth of one hundred and forty feet, 
and the water is conveyed through the orchard, 
garden and stock pens by means of pipes and 


ditches. The orchard consists of mostly ap- 
ples and peach trees. THe has a good house, 
with a large basement, and the outbuildings are 


also first-class, An enterprising farmer, ‘he is 
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well worthy of a place among the representative 
men of this territory. 

Dr. Jordan has always been a Republican, 
and held offices of trust previous to coming west. 
In Kingman county, Kans., he was at one, time 
his party’s candidate for county commissioner. 
Since coming to his present community, he has 
served on the county central committee. He 
was a member and secretary of the Medical As- 
sociation of Kingman county, Kans. The Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd [ellows and the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen also have numbered 
him among their members.. He married Miss 
Rachel M. Michner, and they have two children, 
Aura D. and rank T. The family attend the 
Presbyterian Church. 


P. TAYLOR, a veteran of the Civil war, and 
manager of the Shawnee nurseries, has de- 
voted more than three decades to his pres- 

ent line of business and is well known throughout 
the central west, for his business has extended 
into different states of this region. Within the 
comparatively short period of his residence in 
Oklahoma he has built up a wonderfully large 
trade, and undoubtedly stands among the lead- 
ing horticulturists in the territory. By his pa- 
tient and persevering labors he has developed 
many remarkable varieties of fruit and orna- 
mental shade trees, for which a ready market 
is found. 

In reviewing the career of our subject, it may 
be said first that he comes of a patriotic family. 
His grandfather Tavlor, a hero of the Revolu- 
tion, was of Scotch descent, and his father came 
to this country from the northern part of Ire- 
land. Our subject's father, Joseph Taylor, was 
born on the pioneer farm owned by his parents 
near Zanesville, Ohio. In his turn, he became 
a pioneer, settling in DeWitt county, IIL, at an 
early day. In 1849 he crossed the western plains 
with a mule team, led to the Pacific coast by the 
hope of acquiring a fortune. After a year or 
more passed in the mining region, he died and 
was buried near the scene of his labors. His 
widow, Irs. Alethe Taylor, also. born. near 
Zanesville, Ohio, died at her Hlinois home in 
her fiftv-fourth vear. Her father, George Gard- 
ner, departed this life on his old homestead in 
the Buckeye state. 

Tey day lor Hee nine brothers and _ sisters, 
namely: A. J.. who was a lieutenant in the 
Twenty-sixth [1 ace Infantry, and died in Bates 
county, Mo., in r869; Mary and Margaret, who 
reside in McLean county. Il.; John, now a resi- 
dent of Comanche county, Kans., and formerly a 
private in the One Hundred and Seventh Illinois 
Infantry: Thomas, who resides in) DeWitt 


COU UI: Ceorce. now of, Mclean county, 


PORTRAIT, AND, BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


ll., and formerly in an Illinois cavalry regiment: 


Elizabeth, formerly a resident of Comanche 
county, Kans., and who died in, September, 


1900; William, of the same locality; and Cath- 
erine, who died at the age of eighteen years in 
Illinois. 

Born October 25, 1840, J. P. Taylor was 
reared near Waynesville, Ill, his birthplace. He 
had been occupied in independent enterprises, 
farming and stock-raising, but a short time after 
attaining his majority, when he enlisted ia the 
One Hundred and Seventh Illinois Infantry. 
Mustered into Company B, at Camp Chase, Sep- 
tember 4, 1862, he served until September 17, 
1863, when he was mustered out of the service 
on account of physical disability, and resumed 
his former occupations. 

In the spring of 1869 Mr. Taylor located near 
Marshall, Mo., and carried on a nursery business 
for four years, with good success. Then, for 
more than a score of years, he conducted a simi- 
lar enterprise at Olathe, Kans., having what was 
reputed to be the finest nursery in the state. 
Meantime, in 1894, he commenced selling stock 
from his nursery in Oklahoma, where the de- 
mand has constantly increased. In 1897, in com- 
pany with his two sons, he established the Shaw- 
nee nurseries, whose business has grown to great 
proportions, as the eight or ten “salesmen em- 
ployed not only travel in this territory, but also 
in Kansas, Arkansas, Texas and in the Indian 
Territory, and apricot stock, for instance, has 
even been shipped to California. Buying a whole 
block in the northern part of Shawnee, Mr. Tay- 
lor improved it with packing-houses and other 
buildings needed in his business, while his large 
nurseries are about a quarter of a mile away. 
His long experience has enabled him to work 
many wonders, among them peach trees that 
have ripened fruit two years after budding, an: 
an ornamental peach tree, with graceful branches 
and beautiful blood-red foliage. He also propa- 
gates the Golden Acme and the Oklahoma 
peach trees, and many other speciaily fine varic- 
ties. Nor does he confine his attention to fruit 
and shade trees, for roses and other flowers re- 
ceive a due share of his time and labor. Special 
attention has been given to the climatic and 
other conditions of this immediate latitude, this 
being one of the paramount secrets of his suc- 
cess. He was one of the organizers oi the Okla- 
homa Nurservmen’s Association. In political 
faith he is a Democrat. 

In, Atlanta; Logany.countys Ty Alt. Taylor 
married Ellen, daughter of Frederick Heckard, 
and sister of three heroes of the Civil war. Shu 
was born in Ohno, and with the family lived 
McLean and Logan counties, Ill, She is.a 
member of the Presbyterian Church, and has 
many sincere friends in this city, which is equally 
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Their only daughter, Lillie 
May, Mrs. Graham, lives in Kansas City, and 
their two sons, Charles R. and L. H., both grad- 
uates of a commercial college, are in partnership 
with their father, and are recognized as leading 
young business men of this place. 


true of- her husband. 


OHN B. WILLIAMS, the well-known and 

popular postmaster of Norman, which office 

he has filled since the 11th of February, 
1898, was born about twelve miles northwest 
of Russellville, Logan county, Ky., January 11, 
1845. His father, C. T. Williams, was a native 
of Todd county, the same state, and a son of Rev. 
Gray Williams, who was born in North Carolina 
and was one of the early settlers of Todd county. 
H[e was a pioneer Methodist minister of that 
region and died there about 1856. His ancestors 
were of Welsh extraction. The father of our 
subject followed farming and also engaged in 
merchandising and conducted a tannery at Gor- 
donsville, Ky., where he served as postmaster 
and filled the soffiee of justice of the peace for 
twelve years. In religious belief he was a Meth- 
odist, in politics a Whig, and in his frater- 


nal relations a Roval Arch Mason. He was 
born in 1818, and died in 1891. His ee who 
bore the maiden name of Elizabeth P. Cleavin- 


ger, was a native of Virginia and a nee ie of 
Asa Cleavinger, a hero of the Revolutionary 
war, who was also born in the Old Dominion, 
and died in Logan county, Ky. Mrs. Williams’ 
death occurred in 1876. She was the mother 
of six children who reached years of maturity, 
while five are still living, John B. being the eld- 
est. Mrs. Rachel Carter and Hannah are also 
residents of Norman, Okla.; Mrs. Jennie Link 
of Lamar county, Tex.; and Mrs. Hattie Smith 
of Norman, Okla. The other son, W. W. Wil- 
liams, died in Johnson county, Tex 

The bovhood and youth of our subject were 
spent on the home farm in Kentucky, and he 
acquired a fair knowledge of the common [Eng- 
lish branches of learning in the schools of that 
locality. When the country became involved in 
civil war, he enlisted, in the fall of 1861, in Com- 
pany D, Third Kentucky Cavalry, and was mus- 
tered into the United States service at Calhoun, 
Kw. He participated in the battles of Sacra- 
mento, ee Shiloh, Corinth and Perryville, and 
skirmishes in and about Nashville. During the 
year 1863 he was on duty in Kentucky, and the 
iollowing year took part in the Atlanta campaign 
under Kitpatrick. tle was in the battles of Love- 
toy Station and Jonesboro; was with Sherman 
on the march to the sea, and was in the engage- 
Ments at Macon, Waynesboro and Savannah. 
Ile participated in all of the engagements of the 

Carolina ¢ Sa aign until the surrender of Johns- 


‘ness. until coming to Norman, 
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ton at Durham Station, N. C. He veteranized in 
the spring of 1864, and toward the close of the 
war served as sergeant. He had three horses 
killed under him, and once, when hit by a shell, 
was left for dead on the battle-field. The war 
having ended, he was mustered out at Lexing- 
ton, N. C., in July, 1865, and returned to his 
home in Kentucky on the 2nd of August. 

In that state Mr. Williams followed far ming 
until 1878, when he removed to Cleburne, Tex.. 
where he engaged in farming and the cattle busi- 
Okla., in June, 
1889. For over a year he lived on a farm five 
miles northwest of the city, and then located in 
Norman, and was engaged in the grocery busi- 
ness on West Main street, as a member of the 
firm of Williams & Son until 1895, when he sold 
out. He built a residence here in 1889. On the 
11th of February, 1898, he was appointed post- 
master, and has since filled that office to the en- 
tire satisfaction of its many patrons. 

At Gordonsville, Ky., Mr. Williams married 
Mrs. Annie E. (Campbell) Lofland, a daughter 
of Thomas J. Campbell, a farmer and merchant 
of that place. By this union were born two chil- 
dren: Clarice C., a graduate of Hill’s Commer- 
cial College, of Waco, Tex., and now assistant 
Aaa at Norman; and Florena, who is at- 
tending the University of Oklahoma. 

By his ballot Mr. Williams supports the men 
and measures of the Republican party, and has 
filled the office of school director since coming 
to Norman. He is a trustee and prominent 
member of the \lethodist Episcopal Church of 
this place, and, having been initiated into the 
mysteries of the Masonic order at Gordonsville, 
Kw, he now holds membership in Lodge No. 5, 
ASE sa AOMes and! Chapter Nos24, R.A. M. 
He also belongs to’ Albert Carter Post No. 5, 
x. A. R., of Norman, of which he is past com- 
mander, and past junior vice-commander of the 
Department of Oklahoma. He is as true to his 
duties of citizenship in days of peace as evhen 
he followed the old flag to victory on southern 
battle-fields. 


ON. R. B. SHANNON. Few men in this 
H western country have lived a life of such 

varied usefulness as has Mr. Shannon. 
Irom the beginning of his residence in Okla- 
homa, in 1890, he has made his impression upon 
the agricultural, spiritual and political erowth of 
the community in which he has lived. Born in 
Dade county, Mo., Mareh 18, 1859, he is a son 
of Joseph and Martha (Shunk) Shannon, the for- 
mer of whom came to the United States with his 
parents when but a small boy, settling first in 
Canada, but later going to 1? ittsbure, Pareawligre 
the parents died, 
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When the Civil war began, Joseph Shannon, 
then a resident of Dade county, Mo., enlisted in 
Company G, Fourteenth Missouri Cavalry, and 
was killed by bushwhackers in Missouri near the 
town of Limestone. He was a mechanic by 
trade, and for several years worked in the rail- 
road roundhouse shops at Pittsburg, Pa., but 
after removing to Missouri became extensively 
engaged in farming and stock-raising. His wife 
was born in Pennsylvania, of German descent, 
her paternal grandfather having come with two 


brothers from Germany and settled in Pennsyl- - 


vania before the Revolutionary war. Her father 
was an own cousin of ex-Governor Shunk, who 
occupied the gubernatorial chair of Pennsyiva- 
nia about 1840. Joseph Shannon and his wife 
were the parents of three children, namely: Anna, 
who died in infancy; Andrew C., a resident of 
Washington, D. C.; and R. B., the subject of this 
article. 

After the death of Joseph Shannon his widow 
took the family to Brownsville, Pa. but a year 
later settled in Ohio, where they spent two years. 
Another change was made in 1867, when they 
went to Bath, Ill. Remaining there one year, 
they then returned to Prownsville, where they 
spent a year. The following three years were 
spent in Uniontown, Pa. There Mr. Shannon 
studied in the soldiers’ orphan school, and iater 
he was a student in the Southwest Normal Schoo! 
of California, Pa. Thus equipped, and with nat- 
urally keen powers of observation, and a fond- 
ness for reading and cther means of acquiring 
added information, he was well fitted for the 
numerous responsibilities which later fell to his 
lot. In 1878 he went to DeKalb county, Mo., 
and soon afterward bought a farm, upon winch 
he lived until 1890, meantime devoting his ener- 
gies to farming and stock-raising. 

Not content with the prospects of a perma- 
nent residence in Missouri, Mr. Shannon saw in 
the newly opened territory of Oklahoma far 
greater opportunitics for usefulness and all- 
around enterprise, and, with the view of better- 
ing his condition, purchased the farm upon 
which he has since expended so much thought 
and care. It is located on the southwest quar- 
ter of section 23, township 15, range 7, King- 
fisher county. In January, 1891, he began to 
make improvements, and to place one hundred 
and ten acres under cultivation. The farm is 
now one of the finest in the township, with the 
most modern and improved appliances, on which 
he has a fine orchard, with apple. peach, apricot, 
cherry and pear trees. In addition there is 2 
vinevard. In r&899 Mr. Shannon increased his 
possessions by the purchase of one hundred and 
sixty-four acres of land in Rock Island town- 
ship, which is largely devoted to the raising of 
stock, his specialty being heavy draft horses 
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The home farm is given over to general farming 
and wheat-raising. 

Mr. Shannon's field of usefulness was_ per- 
ceptibly brSadened when, in 1893, he began to 
study for the ministry of the Advent Christian 
Church. He was licensed by the Missouri con- 
ference during that year, and in 1894 was or- 
dained at Paradise, Payne county. His present 
charge is the Clear Creek Church, Kingfisher 
county, and a church at Springdale, Garfield 
county. The Clear Creek Church has a mem- 
bership of sixty-five members, and the Spring- 
dale Church has forty-five members. Thirty of the 
members of the Clear Creek Church have been 
added since Mr. Shannon assumed the pastorate. 
In fact, he was one of the organizers of the con- 
gregation in 1894, for at that time there were 
but twelve members. Upon starting out in the 
work he held meetings in different schoolhouses, 
with the result that sixty-three identified them- 
selves with the ‘church. He has been instru- 
mental in organizing other congregations, nota- 
bly the Dunlap Church, north of Kingfisher, 
which entered upon a flourishing career in 1805. 
In 18098, during a pastoral evangelizing tour, he 
organized the Antioch Church, in the Creek Na- 
tion, with a membership of twelve, which has 
since been increased to forty-five. He has ac- 
complished great and lasting good through his 
ministrations, and by his influence many have 
been led from wild and riotous living to good- 
ness and charity. During his years of service in 
the church he has married eighteen couples, bap- 
tized one hundred and forty- -seven persons, and 
admitted probably twice that number to the 
church. In September, 1900, he was elected 
president of the Advent Christian Conference of 
Oklahoma and Indian Territory, and was at the 
same time elected territorial evangelist for the 
same region. He is a delegate-at-large to 
the General Western Conference, to be held in 
Mendota, Ill, in August, rgor. 

In 1880 Mr. Shannon married Ida Is. Healey, 
who was born near Plainfield, Mass., in 1859 
Of this union there are two children, Archie C., 
born December 16, 1882; and Maude E., August 
2, 1884. Mrs. Shannon is a daughter ot Jona- 
than Ik. Healey, a direct descendant of Jonathan 
Edwards, the first president of Yale College. The 
Healey family were among the prominent litsr- 
ary fraternity of the early New York state days. 
Mrs. Shannon's mother was formerly Susan EF 
Hastings, and was a cousin of H. L. Hastings, 
of Boston, a literary man and author. 

With the political undertakings of his county 
Mr. Shannon has been identified as an advocate 
of the People’s party. He has been greatly in- 
terested in education and has served on the 
school board. In) November, 1896, he 
elected to the fourth general assembly on the 
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fusion ticket for the term of 1897-98, and he has 
been active in legislative work. In 1897 he was 
one of the committee jointly from Nebraska, 
_ Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas appointed to visit 
Galveston and secure better transportation over 
all railroads in the southwest. 


W. MURPHY. One might travel over 

many states in the Union and meet with 

few farms as complete in detail, equip- 
ment,andas scientifically managed as is the claim 
of B. W. Murphy, of Logan county. Situated on 
township 19, section 12, range 4 west, it is the 
pride of its owner and his industrious wife, and 
of the community in which it is located. 

3orn in County Cork, Ireland, B. W. Murphy 
is the son and John and Johanna Murphy, who 
came from Ireland in 1880, and settled in Ma- 
coupin county, Ill. There Mr. Murphy contin- 
ued in the line of work which had engaged his 
attention in the old country, namely, that of 
farming. For five years he also engaged in rail- 
road construction in Illinois and Nebraska. He 
then turned his attention to farming in Mont- 
gomery county, Ill, for five years, having 
at his command a rented farm of five hundred 
and twenty acres. The land required a great 
deal of ditching, and he knew of instances where 
the land had more than doubled in value through 
the introduction of these same ditches. 

Mr. Murphy came to Oklahoma in 18090, and 
brought with him two carloads of the most im; 
proved machinery with which to improve his 
claim. He had previously been here to look 
over the country and filed a claim. To iis orig- 
inal claim of one hundred and sixty acres he 
has since added five and one-half other quarter- 
sections in the township, making, in all, one 
thousand and forty acres of choice land. Mr. 
Murphy rents out considerable of his property, 
and the home land is by far the best improved. 
On it there is a barn, 54x52 feet in dimensions; 
a cow stable,,14x20 feet;,.a fine granary, 14x46 
feet; machine building, 32x20; a hog shed, wind- 
mill, and by far the finest farmhouse in Logan 
county. This house was constructed in 1899, and 
has all modern conveniences, including hot and 
cold water. The farm is given over to the culti- 
vation of wheat and the raising of hogs and cat- 
tle. The wheat crop has varied considerably. 
Tive hundred and thirty acres were sown in 
wheat in 1895, but the crop was a failure and the 
wheat was never cut. However, two years later, 
he was fortunate, as he threshed ten thousand 
bushels. In 1898, ten thousand five hundred 
bushels were threshed; in 1899, twelve thousand 
bushels; in 1900 the crop was light, owing to 
damage by hail. 

In 888 Mr. Catherine 


Murphy married 
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Creigh, of Chicago. To this union were born 
three children, one of whom, John Francis, die: 
at the age of five years, nine months and twelve 
days. The others are: Gabriella, five, and Bar- 
tholomew F., three years of age. 

Politically, Mr. Murphy is a Democrat. With 
his' family, he is connected with the Roman 
Catholic Church. Fraternally, he is a member 
of the Modern Woodmen of America at Mar- 
shall. He holds a policy in the Mutual Life In- 
surance Company of New York. In his youtin 
he had excellent educational advantages, which 
he has supplemented by constant reading along 
many broadening lines. His children will be 
given every possible advantage, as he believes 
in education and intellectual deve elopment. He 
interests himself in all that pertains to the wel- 
fare of the community, and is held in high es- 
teem for his many excellent traits of mind and 
character. 

As a railroad constructor, Mr. Murphy has no 
peer in Oklahoma. His services as such are in 
demand during the winter time, when his farm 
duties permit of a little leisure. He is especially 
appreciated by the Santa Fe Company, who call 
upon him in an emergency when there is a par- 
ticularly difficult piece of grading to be con- 
structed. Ina prominent way he has been iden- 
tified with the construction of the Oklahoma & 
Eastern Railroad through the territory, and did 


considerable construction work on the same 
near Ripley. In Nebraska he was connected 
with the famous railroad contractor, John Fitz- 


gerald, on the Burlington & Missouri Railroad. 
Tn Illinois he was employed on the Litchfield & 
Springfield Railroad, where he ear aed a reputa- 

tion for business ability and efficiency. He was 
also a contractor on the large ditch in eis 1 
county, Ill; an exceedingly ¢ difficult piece of 
work. On one quarter-section alone the nee 
were $1,400. All of this work fitted Mr. \lurphy 
for the occupation of an agriculturist on a large 
scale. Elis success in Logan county has stimu- 
lated others to activity along similar lines. In 
addition to his railroad and farm interests, he 
has an interest in four mines at Electric Springs. 
Ark., all of which promise excellent returns for 
the near future, as they are situated in the heart 
of the rich zine and lead mines. 


publisher of the McLoud Sunbeam, at Me- 

Loud, was born in Kendall county, Tll.. May 
12, 1860, and is a son of John A. and Amanda S. 
(Platt) Beeman. The vouth of Mr. Beeman was 
an industrious one and filled with the enterpris- 
ing ambitions which have been wisels 
turned into journalistic channels. In the York 
ville public schools he received a good educa- 


a] OHN DeLOUIS BEEMAN, proprietor and 
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tion, which has since been supplemented by re- 
search along many lines and keen observation of 
men and ev vents. 

As a preliminary to independence he learned 
the painting and paper-hanging business, and 
when quite young evinced deep interest in poli- 
tics and the general happenings of the day. In 
1880 he removed with his parents to Osborne 
county, Kans., where the family lived on a farm 
for a couple of vears, after which he went to 
Covert and established the Farmers’ Aid, a 
weekly publication devoted to the agricultural 
interests of the community. The enthusiasm of 
the editor of this periodical was somewhat damp- 
ened at the end of two years, owing to repeated 
crop failures, and, in the hope of benefiting his 
prospects, he removed to Oklahoma City. After 
a few months he went with his brother to Choc- 
taw, and established the Choctaw News, which 
was later sold, and he came to McLoud and 
started the Sunbeam. 

Conditions here were from the first favorable 
to the project of Mr. Beeman, the more so be- 
cause at the time there was no other paper be- 
ing printed, and also because the town was the 
center of a thriving agricultural region. He 
seems to have grasped the requirements of his 
readers and to be able to supply them with the 
kind of information they are looking for. His 
bright paper has a growing circulation and a 
large advertising department. 

fea Osborne, Kans., January 13, 1884, occurred 
the marriage of Mr. Beeman and Eva L. Savage, 
of Osborne, and a native of Forest City, Mo. 
Mrs. Beeman is also gifted with journalistic tal- 
ent, and is happily associated with her husband 
in his work, ably filling the position of local edi- 
tor of the paper. To Mr. and Mrs. Beeman have 
been born four children, Bert, Lee, Grace and 
Earl. The first three were born in Kansas and 
the last in Oklahoma. 

Mr. eas is devoted to the Republican 
party, and has filled several offices within the 
eift of the people, including that of city clerk for 
one and a half terms, and clerk of the school 
board for two anda half terms. He is fraternally 
associated with the Modern \WWoodmen of Amer- 
ica, and in McLoud Lodge No. 7829 has served 
as clerk. He is also a member of the Home 
Torum and the Modern Tonti. 


of character which go to make the founda- 

tion of business enterprises and build up 
localities of exceeding possibility, Mr. Patterson 
represents the type of self-made men who are 
creditable acquisitions to the localities in which 
they elect to reside. Tt may be truthfully said 
that from the acquisition of an education to the 


a H. PATTERSON. Endowed with the traits 
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later successes in a business way, he has been 
practically unaided, and has built upon what 
would have meant discouragement to many less 
stout of heart. As a general merchant in Keco- 
kuk Falls, he has received the appreciation and 
patronage due his painstaking, conscientious 
methods of conducting business, and has titus 
been enabled to amass considerable worldly 
goods, including the store and residence prop- 
erty. Healso has a lease of land in the Seminole 
Nation, where he conducts large general farming 
and stock-raising enterprises. 

Upon the farm which had witnessed the untir- 
ing efforts of his father, J. H. Patterson was born 
in Cass county, Tex., April 14, 1862, and is a son 
of J. F. and Sallie (Stewart) Patterson. His 
father was a courageous soldier in the Civil war, 
and was killed in Georgia the same year that his 
son was born. The youth grew to the age of 
twelve in his native county, and received the 
education afforded at the public schools and such 
information as he could derive from the perusal 
of books between the arduous duties of the farm. 
At the age of twelve he began to work out on 
the surrounding farms, and when sixteen began 
with his mother to raise horses and cattle. In 
the meantime his desire for education amounted 
to a passion, and all of his earnings up to his 
twenty-first year were devoted to the furthering 
of this desire. 

At the age of twenty-two years Mr. Patterson 
was united in marriage with Mary Barnwell, of 
Bosque county, Tex., and a native of Georgia. 
After his marriage he engaged in farming on ‘the 
Brazos river, in Texas, and after two vears took 
a contract for logging lumber in Cass and Bowie 
counties. This proved to be a very wise and 
profitable decision, for in sixty days he cleared 
$1,600, and during the year and a half in which 
he was engaged in the same occupation cleared 
about $5,000. A subsequent venture was con- 
ducted in Bright Star, Ark., where his general 
merchandise business for a time met with grat- 
ifving success, but unfortunately terminated with 
considerable loss through a disastrous fire. The 
only relieving feature of the disaster was the 
collectable insurance of $1,600. He was soon 
after appointed deputy county and circuit clerk, 
and served until the defeat of the county clerk. 

Somewhat disillusionized with the prospects 
of a continued life in Arkansas, Mr. Patterson 
decided to avail himself of the new and untried 
conditions existing in the newly-opened terri- 
tory, and opened the general merchandise busi- 
ness at Keokuk Falls, in which he has since been 
successfully engaged. He has become a neces- 
sary feature of the town, and, while catering to 
the demands of a constantly increasing popula- 
tion, takes an active interest in the general wel- 
fare of the town. Though a firm believer in the 
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doctrines of the Democratic party, he has never 
entertained political aspirations, being content 
to devote his entire time to the management of 
his business. To Mr. and Mrs. Patterson have 
been born three children, Roger M., Mamie and 
Henry B. The first two were born in Texas and 
the last named in Arkansas. 


DWARD?’C. (NICHOES. “On New Year’s 
Day, 1901, Edward C. Nichols, senior part- 
ner of the firm of Nichols & Larsh, hard- 

ware merchants, celebrated the ninth anniver- 
sary of his residence in Tecumseh, during which 
period he has been numbered among its most 
enterprising citizens. Though he has been asso- 
ciated with many local industries and movements 
which have materially benefited the place, per- 
haps the most notable service he has performed 
was that of assisting in building the railroad. As 
is known far and wide, he did not rest until this 
great work was accomplished, and in company 
with Messrs. Lewis, Rains, Phaup and Clay, or- 
ganized a company and built the five and a half 
miles required between Tecumseh and the junc- 
tion, and, moreover, equipped the little line. As he 
was almost three-score years old at the time of 
undertaking this great enterprise, the more credit 
certainly is due him, for few men of that age em- 
bark in works of magnitude and importance. 
The birth of E. C. Nichols occurred in Essex 
county, N. Y., September 3, 1839, his parents 
being Rowland and Betsey (Durand) Nichols, 
agriculturists. The boyhood days of our subject 
were passed on the farm and his education was 
completed in the Keeseville Academy. Later he 
taught school for six months,and in the spring of 
1860 went to California by way of the Isthmus of 
Panama. He had previously mastered the mar- 
ble cutter’s trade, and, after mining in Trinity 
county, Cal., for about five years, went to Sacra- 
mento, where he worked at his calling, and for 
nearly three years was foreman for John L. 
Grant. Later he conducted the Van Trees House 
at Rockland for two years, and for a short time 
was the proprietor of a railroad hotel at Sacra- 
mento. His next home was in Chico, where, in 
partnership with a citizen, he embarked in the 
marble business, and was thus engaged for 


several years, meeting with success in the 
venture. In 1888 he went to Texas and bought 


twelve hundred and sixty acres of land in Cook 
county, on which property he went into the live 
stock business. When he found a favorable op- 
portunity to dispose of his stock he did so and 
became a hardware merchant of Gainesville, Tex 
As previously stated, Mr. Nichols came to The 
cumseh at the beginning of 1892, but it was not 
until the following fall that he removed his fam- 
ily to this place. At first he was a member of the 
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firm of Nichols & George, and scon built up a 
large hardware trade, also dealing, as at present, 
in farm implements, wagons and carriages, wind- 
nulls, pumps, etc. In the great fire of May, 1900, 
the firm lost almost all of their stock, but re- 
ceived all of the insurance claimed. A substan- 
tial two-story brick building, 25x14o feet in di- 
mensions, is now being erected for the firm, the 
entire space to be occupied by the different de- 
partments of the extensive business. 

In 1869 Mr. Nichols and Miss Amelia Lang- 
enbeck were married in Santa Cruz, Cal. She ts 
a native of Boston, and was a pioneer on the 
Pacific coast. Four children were born to this 
estimable couple, namely: Edward, who is a 
successful hardware merchant at Stroud, Lincoln 


county, Okla., and owns and occupies a large 
store building; Emily, who married E. B. 
Mundy, ex-county attorney and a lawyer of Te- 


cumseh; Herbert, a member of the class of 1901, 
Spaulding College, of Kansas; and Edna, who is 
at home. 

Politically Mr. Nichols is a Republican, but 
not an aspirant to public office. On one occa- 
sion, when elected treasurer of a township, he 
refused to qualify or serve. While in Chico, Cal., 
he was initiated and since has taken thirty-two 
in Masonry. He belonged to Chico 
Kodge cNo:: DisayiF Se. A. Me; Chico, Chapter 
No.i:42; .RevA.,.M.; Chico, Commandery No. 12, 
K. T., and occupied many offices in these organ- 
izations. His thirty-second degree was taken at 
Charleston, S. C., and he now belongs to the 
Tecumseh lodge. While in Santa Cruz he filled 
all the chairs in the Odd Fellows’ lodge. In the 
financial sense of the word, Mr. Nichols is self- 
made, for he arrived in California with only 
twenty-five cents, and has reached a position of 
affluence by indefatigable efforts. 
is upon the quarter section of well cultivated land 
which he owns, adjoining the corporation limits 
of Tecumseh. A fine fish-pond and many other 
unustial features add to the value and desirability 
of the place. 


His residence 


OHN GORDON BROWN has been identi- 

fied with the interests of Crescent City and 

vicinity since 1891. He was born in East 
Tennessee, and is a son of Jesse C. and Nancy 
(Parker) Brown, who were also natives of East 
Tennessee. When a child he accompanied his 
parents to Hickory county, Mo., where they set- 
tled on a farm and became successful agricul- 
turists. The father was a blacksmith by trade, 
at which he worked during the winter and de- 
voted his summers to the management and car 
of the farm. They were prosperous, industrious 
people, who were highly thought of by their 
neighbors and associates. 
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In 1852 the family went to California and re- 
mained there for a year, but not realizing their 
expectations they returned to Hickory county, 
remaining there until the breaking out of the 
Civil war. Mr. Brown's experiences during the 
war would have been disappointing to a man in 
search of adventure, for he was not in a single 
battle, nor was he wounded, captured or laid up 
ini the hospital. He enlisted in Robinson's bat- 
talion, under Captain Williams, and served for 
ninety days. At the expiration of his term of 
service he returned to his home in Hickory 
county, Mo., later remained in Illinois for one 
year, then back to Missouri for a year, next to 
Arkansas, thence going to Adrian county, Mo., 
where he remained for seven years, until 1891. 

In 1891 Mr. Brown came to Oklahoma and 
located on the northeast quarter of section 7, 
township 17, range 3 west, Logan county. At 
first his conditions were of the crudest order, 
and his land in a particularly wild and discour- 
aging state. He lived for a time in a dugout, 
but in 1892 built a comfortable and commodious 
house. He has one hundred and fifty peach trees 
and as many apple trees; his claim is fenced in, 
has running water and a living spring. One 
hundred acres are plowed and cultivated and 
sixty acres are used for pasture. 

Mr. Brown was joined in marriage in 1861 to 
Eliza Creed, a daughter of Austin and Rebecca 
Creed, of Hickory county, Mo. Her father is 
dead and her mother is living in Sumner county, 
Kans. There have been five children born to 
this couple: William, who is an enterprising 
storekeeper in Crescent Citv, Okla.; Robert, a 
farmer in J\ay county, Okla.; Jessie, who is the 
wife of Jesse Austin, a farmer living in Kay 
county; Joel C., who is living at home and is a 
school teacher; and Napoleon, who married Liz- 
zie Wiel and resides at home. In politics Mr. 
3rown is a Democrat at all times and under all 
conditions and circumstances. 


UGIEN E. RISK. Of the many promising 
journalists who have found a fiel'l for their 
abilities in the newly opened territory, none 

is more worthy of mention than Mr, Risk, who, 
beginning at the bottom round of his profession, 
has already given many evidences of the wisdom 
of his selection and of his peculiar aptitude for 
the work at hand. As editor and publisher of the 
MclLoud Herald he has evinced a breadth of 
mind and capability for filling the requircments 
of an up-to-date paper which 1s a source of grat- 
ification to the members of the community in 
which he lives. 

A native of Lewis county, Mo., Mr. Risk was 
born May 8, 1873. and is a son of Tlenry C. and 
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Elizabeth (Baker) Risk, natives of Williamstown, 
that county. When ten years of age he was 
taken by his father, who was a druggist, to a 
farm, and there he grew to manhood. He stud- 
ied diligently in the district schools, and in Lion 
high school for one year, subsequently going to 
the Christian University, at Canton, Mo. When 
eighteen years of age he decided to avail himseli 
of the promising conditions in Oklahoma, and 
at Norman entered a printing office in order to 
learn every detail of newspaper work. He 
learned to set type, and remained at Norman un- 
til 1895, when he became part owner in a paper 
at Shawnee. He was subsequently connected 
with three different papers, and attained a fair 
measure of success. 

In 1895 occurred the marriage of Mr. Risk 
and Kate Waltermire, who was born in Kansas 
and reared in Texas. Mrs. Risk has a very ex- 
cellent education, and is also engaged in journal- 
istic work, being editor-in-chief of the Herald. 
Mr. Risk is a Democrat in national politics, and 
was elected city clerk soon after coming to Me- 
Loud. Fraternally he is assogiated with the An- 
cient Order of United Workmen at McLoud. Mr. 
and Mrs. Risk are ardent members of the Chris- 
tian Church, of which Mr. Risk was clerk at 
Norman and deacon at Shawnee. Mrs. Risk 
devotes a great deal of time and attention to 
church work, and is prominent in the best social 
life of the town. 


ESSE MOONEY, M. D., of McLoud, phy- 
J sician and surgeon, registered pharmacist, 

purveyor of drugs, and also undertaker, has 
been successfully carrying on his various enter- 
prises here since January of 1899. 

Dr. Mooney was born in Marion county, 
Ark., July ae 1866, and is a son of Jesse and 
Olivia, (Williams) Mooney. His father was a 
very prominent man during the years.of his 
activity, and was an able exponent of the science 
of law. Near Mountain Home he conducted a 
large practice, and was appreciated in his neigh- 
borhood for his many sterling qualities of mind 
and character. For a long time he served’ as 
county judge, and was the first sheriff of the 
county, and represented lis district in the state 
legislature for several terms. In the Civil war he 
served with courage and distinction as a major 
in the Confederate army. During the three years 
of his service he was taken prisoner twice, and 
was held at Johnson Jsland and also at St. Louis. 

The boyhood days of Dr. Mooney were spent 
in his native county, and at the age of fifteen he 
entered Mountain Home College, where he stud- 
ied for one year, and subsequently spent one 
vear in a, college at St. Louis... At the Fort 
Worth University he was graduated in T&y6, 
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having taken the courses of chemistry and med- 
icine. 

When a little over seventeen years of age, 
August 12, 1883, Jesse Mooney was united in 
marriage with Ella C. Ridley, a native of Ken- 
tucky. Mrs. Mooney had fortunate educational 
advantages, and is at the present time a regis- 
tered pharmacist in Oklahoma. Shortly aiter his 
graduation Dr. Mooney located at McGee, in 
the Chickasaw Nation, where he started a drug 
store and also practiced his profession. <A later 
venture along the same line was in Moral, Pot- 
tawatomie county, where he was fairly success- 
ful for two years, or, until taking up his perma- 
nent residence in McLoud, of the same county. 
Here he has met with a high degree of apprecia- 
tion, and is regarded as one of the most sub- 
stantial and reliable professional men of the 
promising town. As a stanch Democrat he is 
active in all of the undertakings of his party, but 
has no desire for political preterment. Though 
elected coroner of Pottawatomie county, he was 
obliged to refuse to serve, owing to the various 
other responsibilities which claimed his time. 

Fraternally the doctor is a member of the In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows, and helped to 
institute the lodges at Moral and McLoud. He 
has filled all of the chairs and represented his 
town in the Grand Lodge. He is also a member 
of the Encampment at Tecumseh. Dr. and Mrs. 
Mooney are members of the order of Rebekah. 
The doctor is a member and ex-vice-president of 
the Medical Society at Fort Worth, ex-secretary 
of the Texas Alumni Association, vice-president 
of the Pottawatomie County Medical and Sur- 
gical Society, and vice-president of the Potta- 
watomie board of health. He is also medical ex- 
aminer of the Equitable and Hartford insurance 
companies. The watchword of Dr. Mooney is 
“Forward,” and he keeps in touch with the prog- 
ress along the lines of lis chosen work in all 
parts of the world. His own broad and liberal! 
ideas find vent through the medium of papers 
printed in the best medical journals of the day 
and read before the associations of which he isa 
member. 

To Dr. and Mrs. Mooney have been born four 
children, viz.: Beatrice, who was born in Lam- 
pasas, Tex.; Jesse, born at Salem Springs, Ark.; 
Montie, also born at Salem Springs; and Ollie, 
born at McGee, I. T. 


RS NETO ShS REPPET@. 4 slany “a 
plucky, energetic woman has made a suc- 
cess of a business enterprise in the west, 

but few have entered the field in which Mrs. 
Nettie K. Reppeto now ranks high. As the 
proprictor of the Royal Tfotel, of Guthrie, she 
is known far and wide, and during the two years 


Paces 691 


of her connection with this popular house she 
has abundantly proved her ability to cope with 
the manifold dithculties which constantly con- 
front the manager of a hostelry. 

Mrs. Reppeto comes of an old southern fam- 
ily, and her maternal egreat-grandfather, Dr. 
Charles Harriman, a native of Virginia and of 
Scotch descent, was a hero of the Revolution. 
Both of her grandfathers were gentlemen of 
prominence and superior education. Joel Me- 
Guire, her paternal grandiather, as well as his 
father before him, were wealthy Virginia plant- 
ers, and the former finally decided to leave his 
beloved native state on account of slavery, which 
he believed a menace to her future prosperity. 
Going to Belleville, Il., he became a pioneer of 
that region, and dwelt there until he was called 
to his reward. Dr. Charles Harriman, Jr., born 
in Virginia, took up his residence in St. Clair 
county, Ill., at an early day, and was one of the 
pioneer physicians of that section of the state. 

Next to the youngest of the nine children born 
to her parents, Col. Joel and Rachel (Harriman) 
McGuire. Mrs. Reppeto is a native of Randolph 
county, Mo. Her father was born in Illinois, and 
won his title bv distinguished services in the 
Union army during the Civil war. The mother. 
who was born in St. Clair county, Il, departed 
this life in Oklahoma January 3, 1897, and all of 
her children survive. One of the number, B. S. 
\MeGuire, is a resident of this territory, and at 
present is acting as deputy United States attor- 
ney. : Colonel McGuire enlisted in the Union 
army at the beginning of the Civil war, and 
served until the close of the conflict as colone! 
of the Second Missouri Volunteer Cavalry. His 
record reflects great credit upon him, and on one 
occasion he received a severe wound. At the 
close of the war he went to Randolph county, 
Mo., where he became well known as a dealer in 
live stock. In 1883 he removed to Chautauqua 
county, Kans., where he was actively engaged in 
business until his death, which event took place 
when he was in his sixty-sixth vear. [°or vears 
he had been prominent.in the ranks of the Grand 
Army of the Republic and in the Republican 
party....Both he and his wife were’ exemplary 
members of the Presbyterian Church, and were 


‘highly esteemed by all who knew them. 


In her girlhood Mrs. Reppeto obtained a lib- 
eral education, completing her studies in-the 
Nirksville Normal. By nature endowed with the 
qualities which insure success in the business 
world, she engaged in a mereantile venture in 
Sedan, Kans., in 1890, and for three years per- 
severed in her undertaking at that point. When 
the Cherokee country was opened Mrs. Reppeto 
came to Ponea City and established the Oxford 
Hotel, which she managed with marked 
for several years. In January, 18go, she 
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in Guthrie, and, as previously stated, has since 
been the owner and proprictor of the Royal 
Hotel. In the fall of 1899 large additions were 
made to the building, and she instituted radical 
changes in the whole economy of the establish- 
ment, which now ranks with the best hotels of 
the southwest. 

Mrs. Reppeto is a lady of pleasing social char- 
acteristics, as well as of business attributes, and 
her friends are many. She is a member of the 
local golf club, a fine equestrian, and takes great 
interest in all of the leading questions of the 
day. A member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, she contributes generously toward the 
great work carried on by that denomination, and 
her private charities are extensive. 


HOMAS MORAN was born in Providence, 

R. I., December 20, 1841. His parents, 

Thomas and Marv (Geatley) Moran, were 
born in Ireland, where they were reared with the 
usual advantages that fall to the lot of the av- 
erage country- -bred Irish boy and girl. That 
they were ambitious and far- sighted is proved 
by the fact that almost immediately after their 
marriage they decided to try their fortunes in the 
far western country. They accordingiy engaged 
passage anc set sail, the voyage covering many 
days and weeks, in which their hopes for the 
future were constantly menaced by the angry 
moods of the sea. Their stanch craft was equai 
to all emergencies of the deep, and finally plied 
American waters and moored beside American 
soilt’ "They ‘settled first im: Providence, R. L., 
where they lived until 1850, when they joined the 
pioneers of Jefferson county, Mo., settling on 
a farm thirty-five miles south of St. Louis. Here 
the father enjoyed a successful, peaceful agri- 
cultural existence until his death, at the age of 
seventy years. 

Thomas Moran, Jr., shared his father’s ups 
and downs, and, while fitting himself for every 
branch of farm work, had extremely meager op- 
portunities for acquiring even a rudimentary 
education. The knowledge that has since been 
of such benefit to him is the result of later ap- 
plication and close observation. At the age of 
eighteen years, desiring greater scope than was 
offered on the home farm, he started out in the 
world for himself, and was variously employed 
by the farmers in the vicinity for several vears. 
With the call to arms in 1861 he enlisted in the 
Confederate army. Company I, Tenth Missouri 
Infantry, and served nearly three years, partici- 
pating in the battle of Prairie Grove and many 
minor skirmishes. While at Helena, Ark., he 
was captured and imprisoned twenty months, 
first at Alton, Ill.. and later at Fort Delaware. 

After the war Mr. Moran worked by contract, 
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and was mostly engaged in clearing the wild land 
of timber and underbrush and in preparing it for 
the seed. In 1867 he drove a team of horses 
through to Texas for another party, and, after 
reaching there, decided to spend the winter, re- 
turning to Jefferson county in the spring. Ar. 
Moran was imarried May 8, 1870, to Mary Hil- 
debrand, a native of Jefferson county, and a 
daughter of Hiram and Elizabeth (Pepper) Hil- 
debrand. Soon after his marriage he was forced 
to a change of climate and surroundings owing 
to continued ill health. His experiment in an 
agricultural line in Clay county, Tex., proving a 
failure, he moved to Henrietta, that county, and 
began to work at the trade of stone mason, which 
he has since followed intermittently. During the 
famous rush of April, 1889, he pre- empted the 
claim in Oklahoma on which he now liy es, on 
section 3, township 17, range I west. He loca- 
ted his claim by piling timber and stones on it. 
April 29 he started back to Texas for his team, 
and upon returning began to break prairie for 
himself and others. He built a box house, 14x18 
feet, with a good stone chimney, and, though 
the house was not finished until the following 
year, he had his family come from Texas in July 
His present residence is a very comfortable and 
roomy farmhouse. At the present time his land 
is ina highly cultivated state, his particular pride 
being an orchard of thirty-five acres. 

In politics Mr. Moran is a Democrat. He is 
not an office-seeker. To Mr. and Mrs. Moran 
have been born three children: Anna, Mrs. Da- 
vid Edwards, who has one child and is living 
in Blackwell, Okla.; Edward, at home; and 
Emma, Mrs. Joseph B. Barnet, of this township. 


FH. WILKINSON. The agricultural pros- 
perity of Pottawatomie county has been 
materially benefited by the presence in its 

midst of Mr. Wilkinson, who, from all stand- 
points, is one of the most energetic and pros- 
perous farmers in the community where he has 
elected to reside. His claim, on the northeast 
quarter of section 28, township II, range 3, i 
well improved and fitted with the most advanced 
and convenient devices, and it is conceded that 
the house erected by him in 1900 is one of the 
most commodious and imposing in the county. 
To the management of his farm Mr. Wilkinson 
brings a wide genéral knowledge of business, 
having engaged in various mercantile occupa- 
tions previous to and after coming to Oklahoma. 
Ile was born in Warren county, Pa., March 12. 


1869, and is a son of James and Sarah (Stout) 
Wilkinson. When he was three vears of age 
lus parents removed to Osage county, Kans., 


where they engaged in farming and stock-raising 
for tworyears. “Dhey then went to Sumner 
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county, Kans., and for a time the father engaged 
in the drug business at Oxford. When thirteen 
years of age, the son went to Wabaunsee county, 
and lived with an uncle. He attended schooi 
at Manhattan, Kans., until within a year of grad- 
uation, when he accompanied his uncle to San 
Francisco, Cal., to assist him in the shipment 
of horses and cattle, and remained in the far west 
for about seven months. Upon returning to 
Kansas, he continued to live with his uncle, and 
to engage in the cattle business tor about two 
vears. He subsequently engaged in an inde- 
pendent venture along the same lines in Co- 
manche county, Kans., which, though promising 
at the outset, terminated disastrously for Mr. Wil- 
kinson. Hoping to better his condition, he came 
to Oklahoma in 1889, and dealt in real estate 
in Oklahoma City for about a year. He next 
engaged as a clerk for J. J. Wetzel in the con- 
fectionery business for three years, and was then 
associated with Brown & Robinson, wholesale 
and retail grocers, for about the same length of 
time. In 1897 he located upon the claim which 
has since been the scene of his untiring efforts, 
and which has proved a pleasing and remunera- 
tive venture. 

In Oklahoma City, January 17, 1895, Mr. Wil- 
kinson was united in marriage with Minnie Dob- 
bins, a native of Indiana, and who came to Okla- 
homa from Denver. Of this union there are 
three children: Glen, born in Oklahoma City; 
Lois and Paul, born on the home farm. In na- 
tional politics Mr. Wilkinson is devoted to the 
issues and principles of the Republican party, 
but has never had any political aspirations. He 
considers that his farm interests demand all of 
his time, and prefers to leave the manipulation 
of the political machinery to others. 


F. MERRILL, one of the representative 
business men of Norman, who for five 
years faithfully served his country in the 

regular army, was born in Richland county, Wis., 
on the 3d of June, 1856. His father, T. A. Mer- 
rill; was a native of Ohio, and a son of M. 
Merrill, who was born in Maryland and became 
one of the pioneers of Richland county, Wis.., 


after having resided in the Buckeye state for a’ 


time. He cleared and improved a farm in Wis- 
consin, and there spent his last davs. The father 
of our subject served for three years in the Civil 
war as a member of Company D, Twentieth 
Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and continued to 
make his home in the Badger state until his re- 
moval to Wright county, Mo., but he was not 
long permitted to enjoy his new home, as he 
died the same year. By occupation he was an 
agriculturist. He married Mary A. Briggs, a 


693 
native of Somerset, Ohio, and they became the 
parents of six children, five sons and one daugh- 
ter, of whom our subject is third in order of 
birth. Three of the sons are still living. The 
mother’s death occurred in Missouri. 

Mr, Merrill of this review was reared on the 
western frontier and educated in a primitive log 
schoolhouse. He served an apprenticeship at the 
blacksmith’s trade in Astora, St. Clair county, Il., 
where he remained until 1875, and then returned 
to Missouri, operating his mother’s farm for two 
years. Later he spent some time in the lumber 
woods of Minnesota, and in .1878 joined the 
army, enlisting at Chicago as blacksmith in Com- 
pany G, Fourth United States Cavalry. He was 
first sent to Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis, and 
from there to Fort Reno. The regiment was or- 
dered out during the Dull Knife Indian raid, and 
took part in the engagement at Turkey Spring, 
Okla. In 1879 and 1880 they drove Payne and 
his, mien, out twice..In 1882 they went to Fort 
Baird, N. \L., and when the Indians escaped from 
the Carlos agency they chased them into Mexico, 
where they were met by the Mexicans. Our 
subject's company took part in the engagement 
in Horse Shoe Canon. Mr. Merrill remained at 
Fort Beard until honorably discharged in 1883, 
after five years of service. He was then engaged 
in stock dealing in Shasta and Tehama counties, 
Cal...< In. 1887 he settled in McAlester, Choctaw 
Nation, where he was employed as blacksmith 
by the Osage Coal & Mining Company for three 
years, and for the following three years was en- 
gaged in the blacksmith business at Durant, the 
same nation. Subsequently he conducted a cro- 
cery and hardware store at that place and erected 
the first brick building there. 

In 1895 Mr. Merrill purchased eighty acres of 
land and laid out Avoca, in partnership with Mr. 
Rutherford, and there built a blacksmith shop, 
which he carried on in connection with the im- 
provement and cultivation of his farm for three 
years. Coming to Norman in 1897, he built a 
shop at this pl: ice, and successfully engaged in 
the blacksmith business until February, 1900, 
when he sold out and embarked in his present 
enterprise as a dealer in groceries, flour, 
and wood. His place of business is on West 
Main street, and cE has already built up an ex- 
cellent trade by fair and honorable dealing and 
by the courteous treatment of his customers. 

At Silver City, N..M., Mr, Merrill was united 
in marriage with Miss M. H. Barker, a native of 
Ohio, and to them have been born three chil- 
dren, namely:; William, O.,.E. J. and J. XN. The 
wife and mother is a member of the A[ethodist 
Episcopal Church. Mr. Merrill holds member- 
ship in the Woodmen of the World and the Ma- 
sonic Lodge No. 5, of Norman, having been 
made a Mason at MeAlester, 
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ILLARD JOHNSTON, ex-clerk of Pot- 


tawatomie county, and cashier of the lirst 

National Bank of Shawnee, nas been 
largely instrumental in the upbuilding ot this lo- 
cality, and by his own faith in its future has 
inspired capital to make liberal investments here. 
In all public enterprises and improvements he 1s 
deeply interested, contributing more than his due 
share toward the general good. For nearly 
eleven years he has been a citizen of Pottawato- 
mie county, and thus has witnessed its entire 
growth under civilization. 

Coming of stanch old Scotch Presbyterian 
stock, Mr. Johnston’s great-grandfather, John 
Johnston, was born in the northern part of Ire- 
- land, and was one of the first settlers of Wash- 
ington county, N. Y.,as he accompanied the little 
colony which, with Rev. Mr. Clark, D. D., located 
at Hebron. In that place occurred the birth of 
James and David Johnston, the grandfather and 
father of our subject, and the former, a wealthy 
and prominent farmer, died there in 1851. The 
father, David Johnston, lived in a neighboring 
town, Salem, during his mature life, and was 
known as the most extensive dealer in potatoes 
in the northern part of New York state, also as 
a successful dealer in grain and other produce. 
His last years were spent in retirement from 
business cares, and when making a visit to our 
subject at ureka, IXKans., in his sixty-sixth year, 
he received the summons to the silent land. In 
his community he was justly held in high es- 
teem, and his personal popularity was demon- 
strated when he was elected sheriff of his county, 
the only Democrat elected to that office there 
since the Civil war. He also served as a super- 
visor of his township, and was chairman of the 
board of county commissioners at one time. Re- 
ligiously he was an active member of the United 
Presbyterian Church. 

For a wife David Johnston chose Miss Jane 
Nelson, whose paternal grandfather also had 
come from northern Ireland with Dr. Clark's 
Hebron colony. Flis son James, father of Mrs. 
Johnston, was born in Hebron, became a suc- 
cessful farmer, and for a period served asa su- 
pervisor. His brother, Judge Nelson, was prom- 
inently mentioned in New York state for the 
presidency of the Union some years ago. [rs 
Johnston died in Salem, N. Y., and of her seven 

children six are yet living, namely: Stephen D., 
who is engaged in the livery business in Madi- 
son, Kans.; Mrs. Sarah Grace Collins, of Syra- 
Guse; IN. Y.;- John W.. who carries: on the old 
homestead in the Empire state; Mrs. Martha J. 
Barnett, of Washington C. Ble Ohio; and Wil- 
liam and Willard, twins, the former the present 
sheriff of Greenwood county, Nans., and a lead- 
ing merchant and cattleman of that locality. 

Vhe birth of Willard Johnston took place in 
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the town of Hebron January 21, 1863. After 
completing his common-school course he he- 
came a student in Salem Academy, the oldest 
academy in the state. [For many years his father 
was one of the trustees of this institution. At the 
close of the senior year the young man caine to 
the west, and for four years, until 1885, devoted 
his attention to farming and sheep-raising near 
Waverly, Coffee county, Kans. Then for a pe- 
riod he was engaged in the cattle business in 
Greenwood county, same state, and at Piedmont 
carried on a flourishing mercantile trade until 
the fall of 1891, owning a cattle ranch in the 
vicinity and dealing in live stock. 

At the opening of this county Mr. Johnston 
sold out his former enterprises and located a 
claim on the southeast quarter of section 9, town- 
ship 8, range 2 east, and continued to cultivate 
and improve the tract until he was elected to the 
office of county clerk on the Democratic ticket. 
Assuming the duties of his new position at the 
beginning of 1893, he faithfully and creditably 
discharged them, winning hosts of friends. 


_When his term of two years had been completed 


he became the cashier of the bank of Shawnee, 
which, in company with J. H. Maxey and others, 
he had organized. in that institution and in its 
successor, the present First National Bank of 
Shawnee, he has continued as the cashier. In 
October, 1897, the bank was incorporated under 
its present title, with a capital stock of $50,000. 
Under the able management of its officers it has 
flourished and now occupies the fine First Na- 
tional Bank building, 1oox14o feet in dimen- 
sions, Which was erected for its use. 

Of the National Bank of Holdenville, I. T.. 
Mr. Johnston is a director and the president: 
in the bank of Geary, Okla.. holds the same of- 


fices, also vice-president of the Ada Nationa! 
Bank, Ada, I. T., and in the Bank of Watonga, 
Okla., is a stockholder and a director. Individ- 


ually he has been actively connected with the 
real-estate and building interests of the place, at 
present being. the treasurer of the Shawnee 
Building and Loan Association. On his own 
account he built the Johnston & Beard building, 
since sold; the McLogan & Johnston block, also 
sold, and others. His finely improved farm is 
still in his possession, and he makes a specialty 
of raising cattle there. Formerly he dealt exten- 
sively in live stock, buying, selling and shipping. 
From its organization Mr. Johnston has been 
the treasurer of the Shawnee board of educa- 
tion. Ile is identified with the Shawnee Club 
and the Oklahoma Dankers’ Association, be- 
longs to the Ancient Order of United Sion 
and to Shawnee Lodae Noy 275 Aj F; AeA. 
In the Presbyterian Church he is an ole ic and 
trustee and is the superintendent of the Sunday- 
While the church was in 
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construction he was chairman of the building 
committee. 

The pleasant residence of the Johnston fam- 
_ily, situated on Beard street, was built by our 
subject and is presided over by his estimable 
wife, whose maiden name was Kate Moore. She 
was born in [fayette county, Ohio, a daughter of 
John Moore, who was a farmer in the buckeye 


state, and near Howard, Kans., in later vears. 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnston have three children, 
namely: Grace C., Ross W. and Paul NX. 


L. TAYLOR. One of the stanch Repub- 

licans of Kingfisher county is W. L. 

Taylor, who officiated as treasurer of 
Cimarron township for more than eight succes- 
sive years, at first being appointed by Governor 
Steele, and subsequently, for four terms, being 
elected by the people. He also acted as a mem- 
ber of the school board of his district for four 
years, during which period its debt was reduced 
from $1,500 to a cash basis. As may be seen 
from the above, even without other evidence, 
he is a public-spirited citizen, deeply interested 
in the welfare of his community. He also is 
worthy of honor as a veteran of the Civil war, 
and has been the commander of Henry Martin 
Post No.26; GiaA.'R., of Dover, at, present hold- 
ing a minor office in the same. 

The ancestors of W. L. Taylor were Scotch- 
Irish, and his paternal grandfather was born 
across the Atlantic. He lived in Pennsylvania 
for many years, and then decided to become a 
settler of Onio, but died while making the trip 
thither. He had been a soldier in the colonial 
army during the war oi the Revolution, and for 
his gallant services had been granted a land 
warrant, cntitling him to a homestead in Han- 
cock county, Ohio. Ona portion of this property, 
to which his family succeeded. the county seat is 
now located. His son, Charles, father of our 
subject, was born in the Keystone state, and re- 
moved west in early chitdhood. He becaine 
vealthy and influential, and one of the best- 
known men of Hancock county. He was the 
owner of considerable farm land, besides some 
valuable town property, and twenty acres which 
he laid out in town lots, comprising what was 
known as Taylor's addition to Van Buren. He 
was a Presbyterian in religion and an active 
worker in the church. He died in 1897, loved by 
a large circle of friends, at the age of seventy- 
three. This widow died in 1896, when in her 
sixty-third vear. All but two of their twelve 
children survive, and two of the number are in 
Oklahoma, Robert L. being a farmer of Blaine 
county, (iMirsacTaylor wvas, Miss Carolines lair- 
child in her girlhood, and her birthplace was in 
Bedford county, Ohio, [Her father, \mos Fair- 
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child, was born in Maine, and for years was num- 
bered among the prosperous farmers of Ohio. 
hs fe oh Taylor's birth occurred near the pa- 
rental homestead in Van Buren, Hancock 
county, an” 1844. “Hee -received the usual 
training of country lads, and at eighteen he re- 
sponded to the president’s call for patriotic sons 
of the Union, and enlisted in Company K, Sixty- 
fifth Ohio Infantry. With his comrades he par- 
ticipated in many of the severest campaigns of 
the war, serving, altogether, three years and 
three months, being honorably discharged on 
account of disability, January 13, 1865. ae 
fought in the great battles of Shiloh, Stone Rive 
and] Perryville, cand at Chickamauga was w piindled 
and taken prisoner by the Confederates. Owing 
to his condition, his captors were not averse to 
exchanging him for one of their own men, and 
the transaction was effected on the battle-field 
seventeen days after Mr. Taylor’s capture. For 
one week he was in a hospital at Nashville, 
but as soon as possible he returned home on a 
sixty days’ furlough. Later he served in the 
invalid corps at Camp Douglas, Chicago, Hl] 
Resuming his ordinary life duties, Mr. Taylor 
entered Findlay College in the autumn of 1865, 
and pursued his studies for about a year. His 
health, however, was so impaired, both by his 
army service and his application to his books, 
that it was found advisable for him to go to the 
pine woods of Michigan. There he passed two 
vears and was materially benefited. He then 
went to Cherokee county, Kans., where he re- 
mained upon a farm until 1871. | During: the 
ensuing fourteen years le was occupied in gold 
and silver mining near Eureka, Eureka county, 
Ney., and met with fair success, as at one time 
he owned a producing mine. In 1884 he returned 
to Ohio, where he remained four years, carrying 
on the manufacture of brick and tile at North 


Baltimore, Ohio. 
On the, 17th of April, 1889, Mr. Taylor lett 
Ohio for Oklahoma, and a few days later made 


the race for a homestead, starting from Buffalo 
Springs, fifteen miles from the land which he 
claimed. This property, situated in sections 10 
and 11 (eighty acres in each section), Cimarron 
township, he at once commenced making im- 
provements upon, and later purchased a quarter- 
section of section 2, thus increasing his posses- 
sions to three hundred and twenty acres. Te 
keeps an excellent grade of cattle and horses and 
is considered a progressive farmer. In April, 
1897, he bought the Dover Town Site Com- 
pany's rights, devoted a portion of his farm to 
the enterprise. and, having a new survey made, 
placed Taylor's addition on the market. Tle has 
been very dealer in-areal estate. 
and has handled some of the business blocks of 
the town, as well, at present owning several 
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buildings there. In 1899 he organized the Okla- 
homa Central Telephone Company, with its 
headquarters at Kingfisher. Since it was incor- 
porated, he has acted as the treasurer of the com- 
‘pany, which is, and will be, a great factor in the 
upbuilding of this portion of the territory. Fra- 
ternally, he is connected with the Odd Fellows 
lodge and the Grand Army post at Dover. 

Thirty years ago the wedding of Mr. Taylor 
and Miss Jemima A. Daniels, of Illinois, took 
place, in Pleasant View, Kans. Their élder 
son, Mahlon E., possessing the same patriotic 
spirit that animated his father and grandfather, 
enlisted in the government service, becoming a 
member of Troop AN ‘First Nevada Cavalry, and 
went to Manila, Philippine Islands. After serv- 
ing with his comrades for two years, he was 
honorably discharged, his term of enlistment 
having expired, and since that time he has been 
engaged in journalistic work in that far-away 
city, being connected with one of the leading 
newspapers, and also having other business in- 
terests in Manila. Fred N., the younger son, is 
at home with his parents. 


OHN W. LEWIS, cashier-ofthe First Na- 
tional Bank of Tecumseh, has done as 
much, undoubtedly, for the prosperity of 

this thriving place as any of its business men. 
The faith which he has maintained in the future 
of this town has been backed by works which 
have counted strongly against adverse condi- 
tions and have resulted in marked progress. 

Like a multitude of men who are to-day occu- 
pying positions of prominence in their coramu- 
nities, John \W. Lewis was born upon a farm 
and reared to the industrious, useful life of the 
tiller of tlre soil. A son of Robert A. and Eliza- 
beth A. (McKelvey) Lewis, he was born January 
28, 1854, in St. Louis county, Mo. His educa- 
tion was gained in the district schools, and he 
continued to reside upon farms in his native 
county for some time after attaining his majority. 
Removing t to Henry county, No. he there car- 
ried on a farm, also devoting some attention to 
the raising of live stock. In 1882 he located in 
West Plains, Mo., and for about ten years was at 
the head of a livery establishment, also doing a 
flourishing transfer business. Selling out in 
T&92, he came to Tecumseh, and organized the 
Bank of Tecumseh, which was opened for busi- 
ness Septemiber\15. “Lor three vears aid, three 
months he did not lose a day and never was ab- 
sent from his post, though during a part ot this 
period he lived upon a farm six miles from Te- 


cumseh, and went back and forth night and 
morning, This place, situated on the Canadian 
river, he had homesteaded, and for cigiteen 


months lived upon the farm, wunproving it as fast 
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as possible. The bank with which he has been 
so long connected was merged into the lirst 
National Bank of Tecumseh in Igo00, and is 
ranked among the leading institutions of the 
kind in the territory. 

With five other citizens, Mr. Lewis organized 
a company four years ago, and came to the res- 
ae of Tecumseh, whose fate was trembling in 

the balance, as the railroad had been put through 
five and a half miles from this place, and things 
looked dark. These thoroughly enterprising cit- 
izens proceeded to construct a branch railroad, 
and furnished its entire equipment, finally selling 
out to the Choctaw Railroad, in February, 1900, 
and thus it has become a part of its system. To 
Mr. Lewis is due the credit of originating the 
plan for raising the $24,000 employed in building 
the court-house. Having laid the matter before 
the committee appointed to attend to the great 
enterprise, it was decided to adopt his plan, and 
thus there is to-day a court-house which would 
be a credit to any county, east or west, and it 
also serves as quarters for the postoffice. The 
liberality and public spirit of Mr. Lewis are too 
well known here to require special comment, and 
from time to time he has invested in real estate, 
at present owning several fine business lots and 
three brick stores, 25x00 feet in dimensions. 

The marriage of Mr. Lewis and Miss Ida 
M. Brown took place in Henry county, Mo., 
October 31, 1877. Their only child, Austin B.., 
is a promising young man, a graduate of the 
Spaulding Commercial College of Kansas City. 
the class of 1900. The family is identified with 
the Presbyterian Church, the father being an 
elder in the congregation. 

In his political faith Mr. Lewis is a Demo- 
erat, and, though he has not cared for public 
office, he has served in the council. Fraternally 
he is a Mason, belonging to Tecumseh Lodge 
No 139 (Ad F.6e4. “MY of which he has been 
senior warden. The Roval Arch and Knights 
Templar degrees he received at Oklahoma City, 
and was there exalted to the Mystic Shriners. 


C. MceGINLEY, agent for the Fred Heim 
| . brewing Company anda retail ice dealer of 
‘Norman, first came to this territory on the 
2d of January, 1891. His early home was on the 
other side of the Atlantic, his birth having oc- 
cugred inyineland; in” April, r866." “There his 
parents, Frank and Hannah (Cassidy) MeGin- 
lev, still reside, the former being engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits. Our subject’s paternal erand- 
father was John C. McGinley, and the maternal 
grandfather was John Cassidy, both of whom 
were life-long residents of the Tmerald Isle and 
farmers by occupation. 
Noire McGinley, of this sketch, is the second in 
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order of birth in a family of seven children, six 
of whom are still living. He has two brothers 
in the United States: Frank, a resident of Nor- 
man, Okla.; and James, of New York City. The 
first seventeen years of his life our subject spent 
on a farm-in his native land, and attended the 
national schools. He then came to America, be- 
ing the first of the family to locate on this side 
of the Atlantic. In the fall of 1883 he became a 
resident of St. Louis, Mo., and from there went 
to Texas, being engaged in clerking in different 
places in that state. He s pent two vears in Dal- 
las..On the. 2dvof ee 1891, he came to 
Norman, Okla., and embarked in the liquor busi- 
ness, Which he carried on for five years. On 
selling out he went to Leadville, Colo., and en- 
tered the employ of the Arkansas Valley Smelter 
Company. He was also engaged in prospecting 
and mining until the fall of T8O8, when he re- 
turngd to Norman. In 1900 he accepted the 
agency for the Fred Heim Brewing Company 
at this place, and has built up a good trade for 
that firm. He has a refrigerator capacity of 
three cars. He is also stccessfully engaged in 
the retail ice business. In politics he is a Demo- 
crat, and in his relis is! ious connections is a mem- 
ber of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, ef Norman. 


LEAANDER FISHER is one of the repre- 
sentative farmers of Pottawatomie county. 
His claim, located on the northwest quar- 
ter of section 33, Hons II, range 3 east, is 


well improved and has become a source of rev- 
enue to the enterprising and Oe Seg owner. 
A native of Niacon ‘cotintv) Tl. Mr... Fisher 


was born March 17, 1865. His paternal grand- 
father, Samuel Fisher, removed from Pennsyl- 
vania at an early dav and became a prominent 
farmer in his locality in Illinois. George, the 
father of Alexander, was born in Pennsylvania, 
and his wife. Polly A. (Hendricks) Fisher, was a 
native of Illinois. Alexander Fisher removed 
with his. parents to Sumner county, Nans., when 
but seven vears of age, and there grew to man- 
hood on the farm which his father had pur- 
chased. In this family there were eight chil 
dren, four sons and four daughters, Alexandet 
being the fourth oldest. Mrs. Ada Brewster is 
living in Sumner county, Nans.; Rola and Susan 
also reside in Sumner county; Alexander lives 
in Pottawatomie county, Okla.; Henry died in 
Sumner county, Kans., and left two children, 
Bert and Iva; Mrs. Katie Guinn died in Sumner 
county, and leit two sons, and Charles: 
Jesse died in Sumner county, and left three chil- 
dren, Mabel, Ilsic and Jesse; Lizzie died in Nan- 
sas at the age of ten vears. The parents of these 
children died in Kansas, the father June 27, 1807, 
and the mother August 27, 1808. 
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After receiving a fair education in the district 
schools, Alexander I*isher started out to shift 
for himself at the age of twenty-one, and worked 
by the month for one summer. He then bought 
a team of horses and rented a farm, upon which 
he conducted general farming enterprises until 
1803. ae to better his prospects, he re- 
moved to Oklahoma City and engaged in the 
confectionery business, which was eventually 
disposed of. When the Cherokee strip was 
opened he made the run to Enid, where he se- 
cured a lot, and, after remaining about a year, 
returned to Oklahoma City. As the manager of 
a boarding-house and an employe in a mill he 
was fairly successful until 1897, at which time 
he purchased the claim upon which he has since 
lived. In addition to the other improvements on 
his place, he has a good orchard, which is just 
beginning to bear, and which promises abundant 
harvests in the future. He takes mucii interest 
in the surrounding enterprises that work for the 
upbuilding of his locality, and is ready to con- 
tribute time and money for the furtherance of 
all good and desirable improvements. 

In Sumner county, Kans., December 30, 1891, 
Mr. Fisher was united in marriage with Nellie 
E. Wilkinson, a native of W atsacuisee county, 
Kans., and a daughter of James and Sarah 
(Stout) Wilkinson. Of this union there is one 
son, George Virgil, born in Oklahoma City, Au- 
gust 18, 1896. 


OBERT CHANDLER. Well known as 
one of the commissioners of Pottawatomie 
county and as one of its foremost agricul- 

turists, Robert Chandler is deserving of special 
mention in the history of this locality. ‘he splen- 
did service which he and his fellow commission- 
ers have rendered to this, their chosen county, 
reflects great credit upon them, and amply 
proves the wisdom of the community in the 
choice made of officials to carry out public im- 
provements. 

The birth of Robert Chandler occurred Octo- 
ber 20, 1851, in Marion county, Alo. His par- 
ents, Tavlor and Emeline (Campbell) Chandler. 
were natives of Kentucky, and accompanied 
their respective families to Missouri at an early 
day, their marriage occurring some vears later. 
The father was born upon a farm near Cynthi- 
ana, and the mother on a farm near Lexington. 
Ky., she being a distant relative of the well- 
known evangelist, Alexander Campbell. Mr. 
and Mrs. Chandler were among the first perma- 
nent scttlers of Missouri, as it was nearly seventy 
years ago when they beeame residents of that 
then frontier state 

The advantages received by Robert Chandler 
in his youth were as good as could be expected 
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in a new state in the stormy war period. He 
became a practical farmer and business man, 
and remained upon the parental homestead until 
his marriage. Miss Mary Daker, of the same 
county, was the lady of his choice, their wed- 
ding taking place in 1879. Four children were 
born to them, namely: -\rthur, Gertrude, Ethel 
and Curtis. The last mentioned died near Nor- 
man, Okla., when in his eleventh vear, and the 
wife and mother departed this life in Gentry 
county, Mo. The second marriage of our sub- 
ject occurred in that locality, Miss Mary Wil- 
liams becoming his bride. She is a native of 
Iowa, and lived in Missouri irom childhood. 
Two daughters bless this union, Leah and Lil- 
lian. 

In 1882 Mr. Chandler commenced operating 
a farm in Gentry county, Mo., and for about 
twelve years he continued to reside there. Seven 
years ago he came to this territory and seitled 
upon land near Norman, Cleveland county. He 
brought some fine live stock from Missouri, 
and always has kept a good grade. In Decem- 
ber, 1895, he located upon his present home- 
stead, which then was in a wild condition, and 
only one house was within sight on the prairies. 
On this land, situated on section 32, township 
II, range 3 east, he built a comfortable house at 
a pleasant site, about a mile and a half from 
the town of Dale, and planted an orchard, be- 
sides making many other improvements. The 
peaches grown in this orchard are of a fine 
quality, equal to any variety ever knawn. The 
fields bring forth abundant harvests of wheat 
and corn, much of the grain being ted to the 
stock kept upon the premises. 

This progressive citizen has been active in the 
ranks of the Democratic party for many years, 
attending numerous conventions as a delegate. 
In 1898 he was elected as a commissioner of this 
county, and in 1900 was again chosen to this 
office, being the only commissioner re-elected. 
In brief, what was accomplished during his first 
term may be thus summed up: that, whereas 
the county warrants were at a discount, they are 
now at par, and the county is $12,000 better off 
than in 1898. In his own clistrict, Mr. Chandler 
has succeeded in getting two fine steel bridges, 
each two hundred and twenty-five feet 
built across the Canadian river, also one of com- 
bined steel and wood, and one constructed en- 
tirely of wood. In addition to these, many 
bridges of lesser importance have been built 
i various parts of the county, new roads opened, 
and numerous imptovements of great pubic im- 
portance have been instituted. In Missouri, Mr. 
Chandler belonged to Lodge No. 31, T.O. O. FF, 
with which his father had been identified betore 
the son's birth. Later our subject filled the 
yarious othees in MePall Lodge No. 440, in Alis- 


long. 
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souri, and is a charter member of Dale Camp, 
in which he has been council commander. 


ARLES “LEAVITT BOLTSFORD; (a 
leading member of the Norman bar, and 
probate judge of Cleveland county, is sec- 

retary of the board of regents of the Univ ersity 
of Oklahoma, having been appointed a member 
of this body in March, 1899, by Gov. C. M. 
Barnes, and later elected secretary of the board, 
In all matters of public interest he is concerned, 
performing his full share towards the prosperity 
of his community. He ranks high in his pro- 
fession and belongs to the Territorial Bar As- 
sociation. 

The original spelling of the surname which 
our subject bears was Abbottsford, Scotlan] 
being the old home of the family, which, for 
many generations, has been identified with New 
England. His paternal grandparents removed 
from Connecticut to New York at an early day, 
and his father, Sherman Botsford, was reared in 
the Empire state. With his brother, Lucius, he 
went to Wisconsin when it was a territory and 
settled upon land about fifteen miles from Mil- 
watukee. There he cleared a farm and continued 
to live until claimed by death, in 1851. His 
widow, Miss Rhoda Look, in her girthood, and 
a native of Madison county, N. Y., reared their 
five children, and when the Civil war was in 
progress saw her elder son, James Sherman, 
the only one who was old enough to enlist, 
march away to serve upon southern battle-fields 
He was a member of the Fifth Wisconsin Vo!- 
unteer Infantry, and during his service he was 
seriously wounded. When he had returned 
home and had recovered sufficiently, he took 
up the study of law, and during Grant’s admin- 
istration was appointed United States district 
attorney. Since 1879 he has lived in Nansas 
City, and has risen to distinction in his profes- 


sion. The three sisters are Mrs. Clarissa Allen, 
who died in Dakota; Martha, wife of David 
Muir, a wealthy farmer and stockman of Hamp- 
fone -TOWwa: and Mrs. Phoebe Wilcox, of Se- 
dalras, Allo: 


Charles L. Botsford was born November 2, 
1849, near Waukesha, Wis., and was reared upou 
the farm. His higher education was gained in 
the Beloit College and in the University of Mich- 
igan. In the last-named institution he was grad- 
uated in the law department in 1870, and for 
three years thereafter practiced in Sedalia, Mo. 
Then, removing to Minneapolis, Kans., he spent 
a decade there, in the meantime serving for two 
terms as county attorney, and making a highh 
creditable record for so voung a lawyer. Dur 
ing the next four years he practiced in Atchison, 


INans., and from 1887 to 1893 was connected 
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with the bar of Concordia, Kans. In July, 1893, 
he came to Norman, where he is rapidly ad- 
yancing in his chosen field of endeavor. His 
popularity was amply demonstrated in 1808, 
when, in order to please his Republican friends, 
he consented to run for the office of county attor- 
ney, knowing well that the Democratic majority 
here is over five hundred. He ran far ahead 
of his ticket, being beaten by less than one hun- 
dred votes, and thus he has the honor oi having 
received the largest Republican vote ever polled 
in the county for that office. In 1900 he was 
nominated for probate judge of Cieveland 
county, and elected by three hundred and fifty- 
four majority. 

In 1874 Mr. Botsford married Miss Nellie 
Ostrander, in Minneapolis, Kans. She was born 
in Cattaraugus county, N. Y., and died in 1884, 
leaving three sons. One is deceased, and the 
others, Frederick and Charles James, are promis- 
ing young men. The former is a bookkeeper in 
the National Bank of Commerce, of Kansas City, 
and the younger is at home and attending the 
high school. In 1886 Mr. Botsford married Miss 
Annie, daughter of William Kipp, of Atchison, 
Kans., and sister-in-law of Judge David Martin, 
of that state. She was born in Pennsylvania, and 
by her marriage is the mother of three sons, 
namely: David Martin, Wiliam Kipp and 
George Sherman. 

The pleasant modern residence, on Peters ave- 
nue, occupied by Mr. Botsford and family, was 
built under his supervision. In the fraternal or- 
ganizations he now is connected with the Odd 
Fellows and the Ancient Order of United Work- 
men. His wife is a member of the Episcopal 
Church, which he usually attends. Kind-hearted 
and liberal, he gives liberally toward . many 
benevolent enterprises and is ever ready to ex- 
tend a helping hand to the unfortunate. 


2 
R. BUCKAMINSTER, who, has: been ‘en- 
Ps gaged in general farming and stock-rais- 
ing since coming to Oklahoma in 1893, 
OWNS a finely improved property situated on the 
northeast quarter of section 28, Logan town- 
ship, Garfield county. Mr. Buckminster was bora 
in Blue Earth county, Minn., and is a son of 
Richard S. and Abbie Buckminster. His father 
was born in New York state, and at an early day 
nugrated to Cook county, Tl., where he married 
Miss Abbie Fellows. About 1850 he went to 
Minnesota, and there remained until 1870, when 
he moved to Osage county, Kans. itt 1880 he 
traveled through Oklahoma before it was 
opened, but died of fever while on the trip. 
Throughout his entire life he followed farny pur- 
SUES, : 
Whenjten| years. of 
33 


age, E, R. Buckininster 
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left Minnesota for Kansas, where he made his 
home for sixteen years. Afterward, for seven 
years, he resided in Howell county, Mo. His ed- 
ucation was obtained in the public schools of 
IWansas and in Lane University, at Lecompton, 
Kans. He taught school in Kansas, Missouri 
and Arkansas until the spring of 1893, when he 
went to the Cherokee and Arapahoe country, 
and passed his time in the Cheyenne country, 
while waiting for the strip to open. September 
16, 1893, he made a run of sixteen miles from 
South Line,and secured his present claim on sec- 
tion 28, where he has since resided. At first he 
made his home in a small hut upon the property, 
but in a few months erected a house, 12x16 
feet, and also made other important improve- 
ments, including the placing of one hundred and 
ten acres under the plow, setting out a good 
orchard and a small vineyard. He is extensively 
engaged in wheat raising and the cattle business, 
and has met with success. In the general wel- 
fare of the county he has taken a deep interest, 
supporting all measures tending toward its de- 
velopment, and he stands as one of. the most 
enterprising and progressive meti of the section. 
He assisted in organizing school district No. 63, 
and served as one of the first directors. For 
three vears he served on the school board. In 
local politics he is a Populist, and was for a few 
years a member of the county central committee, 
and has been a delegate to, all county conven- 
tions. For one term he was justice of the peace. 
and served as township trustee and assessor for 
two vears. 

In Missouri, in 1892, occurred the marriage 
of Mr. Buckminster and Miss Minnie Horn. a 
daughter of Lewis C. Horn, who removed from 
Pennsylvania to Missouri at an early day, be- 
coming .a large land-owner, and an extensive 
farmer and stock-raiser. Four children were 
born to this union, as follows: Lewis, Fred, 
Norval and Abbie Belle. 


AMES LEONARD BARTLETT. Promi- 

nent and successful among the many enter- 

prising men of Logan county is Mr. Bart- 
lett, a native of Tennessee, born July 15, 1837. 
and who sought his fortune west of the Father of 
Waters in the spring of 1878. We find him the 
owner of one of the finest farms in Oakview 
township, Logan county, and surrounded by all 
the daa ein. which rightfully belong to one pur- 
suing a career of industry and uprightness. M>. 
Bartlett descended from good old Tennessce 
stock, his parents, Hlenry and Eleanor (Terry) 
Bartlett, having been natives of that state. 
where the mother died when James T.. was a 
mere child. About 1839 the father moved with 
lus family to Missouri, settling on a farm in 


noe 


hi TH 
+! 


ue 
ee 
rei pel 
5 
I } 
Th 
| 





704 


Taney county. After four or five years he 
changed his residence to Ray county, where he 
continued his main occupation of farmer, al- 
though there was an interval of ten years in 
which he engaged in the manufacture of brick 
at Chillicothe, Mo. 

Meantime James L. Bartlett spent his early 
years in Missouri, learned brick-making with his 
father, and followed the occupation there and in 
Denver, Colo., until the year preceding his ma- 
jority. He then went back across the Mis- 
souri into Iowa. In 1861 he enlisted as a soldier 
of the Union army in Company A, Third Mis- 
souri Cavalry, in which he served one year, and 
was then honorably discharged on account of 
disability. He skirmished with his comrades at 
Sibley, Mo., where the bushwhackers (most of 
them Quantrell’s men) were driven to the woods, 
and was with the reinforcements of Blunt at 
Untonia, engaging in a sharp fight with the Con- 
‘federates. He arrived upon the scene of the 
Lone Jack battle just a little too late to have a 
shot at the rebels. He was scouting and skir- 
mishing most of the time while in service. In 
an accident with his horse he suffered a broken 
finger while on duty. In 1863, as a member of 
the Home Guard of El Paso county, he assisted 
in the erection of one of the forts, and was posted 
there about one month. Upon leaving the ser- 
vice he returned to Ray county, Mo., and later 
was engaged in the liquor business both in Al- 
bany and Camden. Subsequently he engaged 
in coal mining. 

Going to Burlingame, Mr. Bartlett carried on 
mining for two years. Then, in company with 
eleven other men as partners, a company was 
formed which sunk a shaft a hundred feet and 
struck a rich vein in the east part of Burlingame. 
He officiated as weighmaster and pit boss, and 
was thus engaged from 1881 to 1883, laving up a 
fair sum of money from his labors. With this he 
took up a claim, but soon sold out and engaged 
in stock-raising until 1884. That year he left 
Osage county, and settled on a claim in Lyon 
county, Indian Trust land, where he remained 
until ‘April, 1889, which date marked his advent 
to his present location. 

Mr. Bartlett took unto himself as a life part- 
ner, at his old home in Ray county, Mo., Miss 
Sarah Rachel Vandiveer, daughter of George 
and Mary (Pigg) Vandeveer. Her father en- 
gaged in farming in Ray county, where he and 
his estimable wife spent their last days. The 
Pigg family was well known throughout that 
region as one of the most prominent and wealthy 
within its precincts. To Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett 
there have been born seven children. James L., 
upon reaching his majority, went to Arizona and 
met his death at the hands of Mexicans. George 
H. took up a claim, where he is engaged in 
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farming; he is married and the father of three 
children, Terry L., a farmer of Ray county, 
Mo., is married and the father of two children. 
Edwin H., also a resident of that county, lives on 
a farm with his wife and one child. Jesse I-., 
unmarried, lives in the same county and follows 
farming. Joseph R., in his minority, and Mary 
E. remain under the home roof with their pa- 
rents. 

Mr. Bartlett’s land lies on the southeast quar- 
ter of section 23, township 18, range 4, adjacent 
to that of his son. His fields are “brought to a 
high state of cultivation and all the belongings 
of the homestead are suggestive of comfort and 
plenty. Fraternally he is a master Mason, be- 
longing to Lodge No. 11, at Crescent City, anil 
is also a member in good standing of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. 


AMES H. HAHN is’one of the vast army 
who sought changed conditions in the newly 
opened up territory of Oklahoma. His claim 

in Logan county, located on the southeast quar- 
ter of section 18, township 17, range 3 west, has 
been a source of satisfaction and revenue to its 
fortunate owner. Mr. Hahn made the run on the 
famous 22nd of April, 1880, with a wagon and 
team, and had no difficulty in locating and retain- 
ing his claim. The farm is well improved with 
the exception of the house, which does not meet 
with the approval of the occupants, and a new 
and better house will soon be in process of con- 
struction. Eighty acres of the section are under 
cultivation, and special attention and study is 
given to the cultivation ek fruit. 

Mercer county, Ill., was the former home of 
many of the settlers in ee territory, and Mr. 
Hahn was born there November 13, 1856. His 
parents were George and Elizabeth (I ulton) 
Hahn, natives of Maryland, and married there 
They came very earlv to Illinois. and raised a 
family of three boys and three girls. Nathaniel 
died in youth and is buried at Evansburg. Airs. 
Margaret Clark lives on a farm near Carney, 
Okla. J. P. died after he had reached manhood, 
and is buried at Hubbell, Neb.; a wife and three 
children survive him. He was a courageous sol- 
dier in the Civil war, and was honorably dis- 


charged after the cessation of hostilities. J. W. 
is supposed to be living in Texas. Mrs. Mary 


J. Jackson resides in Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

Mr. Hahn’s early life was like that of many 
other farmers’ sons, and he industriously assisted 
in the various duties about the farm, and went 
to the county schools during the winter terms. 
In 1864 the family moved from Illinois to fowa 
and settled in Louisa county, where they carried 
on agricultural pursuits, with a fair measure of 
success, Here the father died and the family 
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subsequently removed to Nebraska, and after 
three years to Kansas, where the mother died 
in Butler county. After a sojourn in Iowa of 
two years, Mr. Hahn returned to Nebraska. 
While in Iowa, in January, 1880, he married 
Miss I'rances Hidlebaugh, whose parents, John 
}f. and Nancy (Pallet) Hidlebaugh, were farmers 
in lowa, and died there. In politics Mr. Hahn 
is a member of the Democratic party, but was 
formerly a Republican. He has never had po- 
litical aspirations, although vitally interested in 
all of the undertakings of his party. Vraternally 
he is a member of the Modern Woodmen of 
America at Crescent City. Himself and family 
are members of the Holiness Church. 

Mr. Hahn has been unusually successful in all 
of his undertakings during his residence in the 
territory, and is esteemed for his generosity in 
giving his time and attention whenever called 
upon to aid in the enterprises instituted for the 
benefit of the community. 


OTTLIEB F. GLEICHMANN, one of the 
most successful and prosperous farmers of 
Canadian county, is living on tne north- 

west quarter of section 12, township 14, range 8 
west, and owns four quarter sections of land, 
which he operates together with one hundred 
and sixty acres of school land. His early home 
was on the other side of the Atlantic, for he was 
born in Erfent, Germany, May 2, 1861, a son of 
eee and Lessett (Schi lling) Gleichmann. He 
was reared and educated in his native town, 
here he attended school until fourteen years of 
age, and then learned the blacksmith’s trade. 

W ishing to avoid military service, Mr. Gleich- 
mann came to the United States at the age of 
twenty-two years, arriving in New York Decem- 
ber 4, 1882, on the day he was to have entered 
the German army. On landing he had but $ro 
remaining, and $2.50 of this went to pay his fare 
to Meriden, Conn. For two weeks he sought 
employment in vain, during which time he paid 
3.50 per week board, and when he finally found 
work in the Barner Brothers’ gun factory at 
Meriden, he had only fifty cents left, and for six 
weeks was not allowed to draw his wages. He 
says that if he had,at that time, had any money he 
would have returned to his native land and will- 
ingly entered the army,so discouraged did he be- 
come. At the end of three months, however, he 
had paid all his bills and had S1oo remaining, 

Mr. Gleichmann then went to Illinois, and for 
three years worked at Tremont, that state. On 
account of ill health he went to Wichita, Kans., 
in 1886, and from there to Harper county, that 
“tate, where he opened a blacksmith shop, which, 
equipped, cost him Sr.too, and, thouel he had 
hut $300.to pay on it at that time, it was all paid 
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for by the end of three years. On the 22d of 
April, 1889, when this territory was opened up 
for settlement, he made the race for a farm in 
Canadian county and located on the northwest 
quarter of section 2, township 14, range 5 west, 
which he has converted into a good farm and 
still owns. After the death of his father, his 
mother came to America, and in 1892 took up 
the homestead where our subject now resides. 
He purchased and improved it, and now has a 
fine place. Although he began life in the terri- 
tory without means, he has, by hard work, econ- 
omy and-good management, steadily prospered 
and become quite well-to-do. When he left 
kansas in 1889 he rented his land. However, in 
the spring of 1892 the property was so greatly 
damaged by a tornado that he could no longer 
rent it, and, being unable to pay taxes on the 
land, he sold $1,100 worth of property for S400. 
Thus he had nothing with which to begin on 
coming to Oklahoma, but he has been successful 
and believes this to be the garden spot of the 
earth. He isa Democrat in politics. In religious 
belief he is a Lutheran, and is now serving as 
trustee of his church. 

On the 8th of March, 1888, Mr. Gleichmann 
was united in marriage with Miss Katie Han- 
hart, who was born in Russia, and came to the 
United States with her parents when eight years 
old. By this union have been born seven chil- 
dren, namely: Lydia, Sarah, Ida, Annie, Joseph, 
Frank and George. 


president of the Oklahoma Sash and Door 
of nana tae City, represents 
homa, Indian Territory and 
known throughout those 


N ELSON STRONG DARLING, Jr., vice- 


Company, 
this company in Okla 
Texas, and is widely 
jurisdictions. 


Myr. Darling was born in Laporte, Ind., Au- 
gust 15, 1873, and is a son of Dr. N.S. and Lo- 
retta M. (Townley) Darling. His paternal 


grandfather was a farmer of Massachusetts, 
where he died. Dr. N.S. Darling was born in 


Chesterfield, Mass., and when a young man went 
to Columbus, Ohio, where he entered upon th« 
study of medicine in Starling Medical Col- 
lege. He engaged in the practice*of his 
profession at New London, Union county, 
Ohio, and later at Laporte, Ind., where he has 
since continued, being a sroLtaee: man of that 
vicinity. In religion he is a member of the Uni- 
tarian Church, and in politics a Republican. Ile 
married Loretta AI. Townley, who was born 
near Jackson, Mich., and dicd in 1889. Ter 
ancestry is traced back to the nobility of Eng- 
land in the fifteenth century, and the family be- 
came established in New Eneland at an earl 
dav. TLer father served as county recorder for 
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a period of twenty years. She had two brothers 
who served in the Civil war. Mr. and Mrs. Dar- 
ling were the parents of two children, namely: 
Nelson Strong, our subject; 
Wichita, Kans. 

Nelson Strong Darling, Jr., received his early 
education in the public schools, and then at- 
tended the preparatory school to Princeton Col- 
lege, at Lawrenceville, N.-J7; later becoming a 
student in the Normal School at Oshkosh, Wis. 
At the age of eighteen years he began to work 
in the office of a ~vholesale tobacco house at 


Ashland, Wis., continuing there for one year. 
In 1893, going to Wichita, Kans., he became 


traveling representative of the United Sash and 
Door Company, his territory being Oklahoma 
and Kansas. He continued with that firm until 
October, 1897, when he entered into a partner- 


ship with Lee Van Winkle for the pursuance. 


of the same line of business. The firm was in- 
corporated as the Oklahoma Sash and Door 
Company, and has since enjoyed a most: pros- 
perous business. Our subject is vice-president 
and treasurer, and while serving in those official 
capacities has evidenced unusual executive and 
general business ability. As representative of 
the firm in Oklahoma, Indian Territory and 
Texas, he has established a large acquaintance- 
ship, and is everywhere held in the highest es- 
teem. Since coming to Oklahoma City he has 
acquired property interests here. 

At Perry, Okla., Mr. Darling married Hattie 
Chesbro, a native of North Adams, Mass., and 
a daughter of A. W. Chesbro, who followed the 
business of a builder in that state, later in 
Omaha, Neb., and finally at Perry, Okla., where 
he now resides. One child, R. C., was aie to 
this union. Fraternally, Mr. Darli ing is a mem- 
ber of the Hoo Hoo’s, the Order of Elks, the 
Masonic fraternity, and the U. C. T. He is also 
connected with the Commercial Club, in which 
he is chairman of the railroad committee. In 
politics, he is a supporter of the principles advo- 
cated by the Republican party. 


ALTER WOOLFOURTH WINGATE; 
deceased, was for eight years one of the 
most prominent and influential business 

men of Norman, having located here in the fall 
of 1890. He was born in Hinds county, Miss., 
March 13, 1855, and was a son of Robert Win- 
gate, a native of the same state and of English 
descent. The latter belonged to a Mississippi 
regiment in the Civil war and is now a resident 
of Sharkey county, that state. 

The boyhood and vouth of our subject were 
passed upon a Mississippi plantation, and on 
leaving home he went to ines Botti lesen 
where he was engaged in the manufacture of 


and Russell T., of “til coming to Oklahoma in the fall of 1890. 
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lumber for a time. On selling his saw-mill he 
removed to Denton county, the same state, and 
carried on a mercantile business at Roanoke un- 
Here 
he was first engaged in the furniture and under- 
taking business, and in the fall of 1891 built the 
first Ta arge mill in Norman, becoming president 
of what was then known as the Norman Mill & 
Elevator Company, but is now called the Nor- 
man Milling & Grain Company. He was inter- 


‘ested in that business until 1897, when he sold 


out and built the Wingate mill, as president of 
the Wingate Milling Company. He also erected 
an elevator, and was successfully engaged in 
grain and milling business until his death, which 
occurred on the Ist of August, 1898. His re- 
mains were interred at Norman. 

In 1878, at Palestine, Anderson county, Tex 
was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Wingate and 
Miss Mary Victoria Babb, a native of Henry 
county, Tenn., in which state her parents, John 
and Anna (Broom) Babb, were also born. Her 
father, who was a planter of Tennessee, was 
killed in the Civil war, but her mother is still 
living and makes her home in Texas, whither 
she removed with her children in 1875. Two of 
her family survive. Mrs. Wingate beget her 
education in the subscription schools of her na- 
tive state, and after the removal of the family to 
Texas continued her studies in the public schools 
of that state. She is the mother of five children, 
namely: Maude Elizabeth, Robert Henry, Anna 
Pearl, Mary Victoria and Ruth Wooliourth. She 
still owns an interest in the Wingate Milling 
Company, and in the management of her affairs 
since her husband's death has displayed excellent 
business ability and sound judgment. She is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, and is a lady highly respected and -es- 
teemed by all who know her. The family have a 
pleasant home in the southern part of the city. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Wingate was a 
Democrat, and his fellow citizens, recognizine 
his worth and ability, called him to public office. 
He represented the fourth ward in the city coun- 
cil for two terms, filling that position at the time 
of his death. He united with the Masonic fra- 
ternity at Roanoke, Tex., and became a. charter 
member of Lodge No. 5, A. F. & A. M., at Nor- 
man. He was also identified with the Independ- 
ent Order of Odd Fellows and the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen. He was one of the organ- 
izers of both the Oklahoma Grain Dealers’ -\s- 
sociation and the Oklahoma Millers’ Association, 
and took a deep interest in all enterprises cal- 
culatedl to promote the moral, social or material 
welfare of the community. TTe was also an earn- 
est and consistent member of the Methodist 
Tepiscopal Chureh South and a trustee of the 
same, 


ine 


eri Vie 


THC 


pet ty ae go at aris & i] noclteretl 
eiiie ote oft Gunn Hebe OF lowes 
es POKER tte byeatr re 


neal 9G ¢ iden 
okey be) ait ob 2h tpt) at arirno Ty a 
wire) ete ee saat weve ool 
thawed day to the) sot mb bara aware! ‘orine! 
"40 wont eee. id: Miter vest sew 


nal, aly en eonenh mel) am gnatyr te 


WM oriy bella eon e gavel Chaya nviavolr 


peow sll sroaegeneld mitt 3 or iii Mi vege 
(ogc tote Tir ecco: acs fi fed 
Giaatq.ch Shem enoggan dy! ail ated tees a ; 
were t@ee mo oingnt Ve) oct 

re aka vilpiec ey Bae ea ret) gael i, 


iw whissl af fitae sete gettting brew aievg*, 
i ea A sats der tad old cto. Deritroon 
rol Tiny 1G bonty sit IBM actin 
' Ht Cae TOL) REE ich se Oyor w 
ai¥/ o¢ Jo opal pda read tdakso ) Kit 
oo a etl werner’ vinlt well 


a) epnue> 


vy Rotelwe fet. 
nit ) pews bre 


raw CL Larteve 


riot wal i 
pan tr jo etnwlg a new offve vorbat 
ie vert dard aiew fier odd tb bella’ 
tal vel mb gerect tad domi fin tw AL 
yop peethdeeto ocd cht joe ran ote 
i Te eit nyse vir sel 
smoadee orl ot moray 
wine Oy fig bitte orale avi 
t ‘bete aodl fvownbyon earn 
1 i! gine dal? bo 
i nines lil Hepp 
ce twitmbe, 14 
PP | j tri of ry 
phn a j 
pant 1 pep ' 
” t ini rt 
fj ' Perret 
i f seh dans 
i" 1 ( 
j i ri 
fT 
alt} 
qn ot 
ait & sll ht 
Livi) Ob vatd 
| li fia Ae 
{ (es, Pepe he 
i! TTRLAD Ries Whee tt ta ee 
itt Vee AN We, a (eted hi 
ay ee dale et iysupey Ty) 
VLE » SOME ei Ch Aare} Dey ab balay 
wre white Cra detal hte ie fin LAIR 
espa pingta YAR y gh he ONRMRORR: ARM Nh NRF torkn 
+ Masato fan thi) 2 Tipearee ea La Aa 1 nine 
ics MT Me pei rw 
bwalbotl eeu wehutnne et j ne be ats") iets lee 
bia Ave a Tie Weir wt nil Pagage imi 
| & arene 
ye a 


i/ tk eS aKa “‘tiAwTA0T 


pannel aD, ition ypaiornad dit FURIE. : 






















































Lie ‘oe 


yroitionad pny tt oi evniy ynaiid Yahi 
Ch indiews at new Livi ast ob h aa 
ria 8 urvphiblaly eos hey aT ot ay x 
hy 3 ea bre iopoidue 10 9 yrs ane 
mee ae 

Praia ipoahortens Aly quits gna f ; . Or 
ce et tan ‘aloalow SLT old a er io 1 
“7 women) OT Waitt se crotenng any ol) bebast ” 
merous, suet ol olla rey tyra 
7 decdteO) am boats Inert galt ni $n 
inom a ened sil IH footie to w) 
wanet) oogaror ativalondin a le os 
th gay WA sol): Piet DOD + ai 


emer of euhal oreletvy ot gitiy 
hers fhepeivtontiony ont tu i sg 


roe 


frievey cept? el ia Gorniinos 2 Abeiis 
rycen it cies feonsthnes orf erorive” “Neen 
gouiemmren get ge al da iM ne¥ sy Lod 
mitt Ae eed) mete WO anil orth 
wOCk bas Mise imaoiiehdO ot as het 
Tn a a arith earl Hen MP 
prohievnesgin Ge woth WO eeoirinnd 
Liaise evetin i RL ainsi oThetW WTe 9a 
ha avira Wii bene yhye anata 
ew “WHIa? penagaknctigen a. atin Sasi 
fovea hy haneirgey pwihhurd mentee a a 
yar eninge dni. We rat) n Walhelaaies anit, o. 
ig Signs uff mh bined ‘opstwiove tent 
peel ait MD erie AC) oF patos ania, 
vod Weavated Viera Be te 
ey hi eed tee ssnithenth ahh gta Ay j 
fibres: ; aegiit, OE. pare Sf Jo BiB Oe 
Papa elt) AE A Tey ae 
gable WR 
what Piet’; Roan. 
rurye } Pettey i 
Marton Ohne 


yyy A eas Lua 
a StL eee ie 
HRA AND rena ET He 
él ereaih "yy ale with ht rn 
NT ae Ae te a 
sey AT ie Sant fh eh oolhl oi He 
Poca A, ha dh aud eels foern We revbiced beng 
Fart Cy Strat UTM Day UM |e AL ek SET haitys 
es eaten” Takin art) te. “none rtheey ay 
stra einer te Vie eT eaeye (the 4) S00 ea 


meni, ont eae 


ey eeie! 


TAT Ve OO TOV POO Yi aL 
my ainda ® pny witty , tint, one tye aosobe | 
MP tt {del NWeeay tart Wie cere DLP P CERIN Peeve 
Lint Galore aod haemo! gyal erpies me te: 
sald OAD: eT od ert aay ie | 
nite yell re Ny ae Ab ete Aethayi| 22 oy. tt il je 
tall get dhe ie anal ome oft HO wlan rt 
re NAD, kh ot _Fyoetetreyl act vont wil’? | 
Servs een vt woh brveas ctlowr Liv oly nh ot 
coun VEY ney val 

"yon pi me wo aneer wa Yoru 
«tee, Lone rec pktetinetaiag Dero. Nn non, 
me) c/pvenpnee: pints board tt ie i 
me ang sutt mi loser 


th apt na 











RS ititheas Wakesiogs ies tara labled aretaltah nc par 2 





JOHN THREADGILI, M. D., 


Norman. 
































« eat 
Cini) 7 ba 
i 


fa 







inlay Mia Wt cla 


Mh 
\\ wuld Bee Vil oi 


ei eee 





mer 
(Neen 
; 
A ¥ 1 : y i 
. 1 
r . 
I ay ih i 
7 1 il , | WU WN 
H ity i ; fl : ay On 
7 i ni a a i » ¥ 
: uy # in 1 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


@OFLN. THREADGILL, .M. D.*” Without 
question, one of the most popular members 
of the medical profession of Okiahoma is 

the gentleman of whom the following*facts have 
been learned. With one accord, his associates 
and the general public speak of him only in the 
highest terms, praising the great work he is 
carrying on with such marked success. As the 
proprietor and superintendent of the Oklahoma 
Sanitarium, he has won wide notice, and year 
by year is adding to the laurels he already en- 
joys. 

A sterling representative of the old south, 
Dr. Threadgill is the great-grandson of Colonel 
Threadgill, who served with that rank in the war 
for independence,and was a member of the con- 
stitutional convention of North Carolina which 
drew up the constitution of that state. He came 
from a Virginia colonial family, of English de- 
scent, and at an early day became the owner 
of a plantation in Anson county, N. C. His son, 
William C., grandfather of the doctor, also was 
a planter and prominent citizen of the state, and 
James, father of our subject, was born in Anson 
county, N. C. For a wife, James Threadgill 
chose Miss’Eliza Paul, whose forty-five years of 
life were spent in North Carolina. She was a 
daughter of Anderson and Mary (Kinney) Paul, 
natives. of Richmond county, N. C., and of 
Scotch descent. The large plantation owned 
and managed by James Threadgill was situated 
on the banks of the Great Pedee, not far from 
Wadesboro, N. C. He was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South, and be- 
longed to the Masonic order. He long sur- 
vived his wife, his death occurring in 1880. Ten 
of his thirteen children survive, and three of his 
sons served in the Civil war, belonging to the 
Fourteenth North Carolina Infantry. William 
C.,Awho.died..at -Wadesboro ‘in’ 1885, was 
wounded three times during his service, and 
Miles, now a planter of Montgomery county, 
N. C., was wounded twice in the army. 

Dr. John Threadgill, born September 28, 
1847, on the old plantation near Wadesboro, was 
less than seventeen years old when he became a 
member of Company C, Fourteenth North 
Carolina Infantry, and within a few days the 
young soldier was in the thickest of the frav, 
fighting valiantly for the cause in which he ar- 
dently believed. On that memorable Septem- 
ber 19, 1864, he participated.in the battle of 
Winchester, and a month later, October 10, was 
in the battles of Strausburg or Cedar Creek. 
Many minor engagements fouad him at his post 
of duty, and at length the great and dreadful 
siege of Petersburg was entered upon. After 
three days of heroic resistance, he and his com- 
rades were captured by the forces under Gen- 
eral Grant, April 3, 1865. Sent to Hart Island, 
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New York harbor, he was held as a prisoner 
until June 29, 1865, when he returned home. To 
his great surprise, he found that his friends, be- 
lieving the report which had reached them, that 
he had been killed during the siege, had 
mourned him as dead, and two months before 
his return his funeral sermon had been preached. 

Resuming his interrupted studies in Wades- 
boro Academy, Dr. Threadgill devoted another 
year to his literary education, and then took up 
the study‘ ‘of ‘amedicine! tinder, Dru. .F. Ash. 
After spending one winter in the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons (then known as Wash- 
ington University), of Baltimore, Md., he 
opened an office and embarked in practice in 
Wadesboro, where he remained for two years. 
From 1870 to 1873 he practiced his profession 
in Brenham, county-seat of Washington county, 
Tex., and then matriculated in the University 
of Alabama, being graduated with the degree oi 
Doctor of Medicine in 1874. Subsequently he 
resumed his practice in Brenham, but a twelve- 
month later went to Williamson county, Tex., 
where he became wealthy and prominent, identi- 
fied with numerous enterprises. For some time 
he operated a large ranch and kept a herd otf 
cattle, but finally disposed of them. From 1883 
to 1898, when he sold out on account of his in- 
creasing responsibilities here, he was connected 
with the First National Bank of Taylor, Tex., 
for a period being a director and vice-president 
of the institution. 

In 1895, when the legislature of Oklahoma 
passed the bill providing for the care of the in- 
sane by responsible parties, Dr. Threadgill or- 
ganized the Oklahoma Sanitarium Company, 
and it was incorporated under the laws of the 
territory. At the end of a year, he owned three- 
quarters of the stock, and subsequently became 
the sole proprietor of the institution. June 15, 
1895, the sanitarium was opened, with only one 
patient, but since that time its capacity has been 
sometimes taxed. Soon aiter the bill was passed, 
in March, 1895, the grounds on which the sani- 
The prem- 
ises, comprising fifty-two acres, include a fine 
orchard, and everything about the place im- 
presses the observer with the conviction that the 
manager is thoroughly systematic and careful. 
even in the least details. A third story was added 
to the original two-storied structure which first 
answered all of the purposes of the sanitarium. 
The casual visitor, as well as the regularly ap- 
pointed committee of inspection, never fails to 
find every department of the institution in fine 
order, neatness and cleanliness on every hand. 
commanding the admiration of all. In all re- 
ports made to the authorities, Dr. ‘Vireadgill 
has been highly commended for his excellent 
management, and, as is continually noted, the 
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power which he exercises over his patients is 
really remarkable. Nevertheless, it plainly re- 
sults from the kindness and genial nature which 
are innate traits of his character. Patients from 
the Dakotas, Wyoming and Indian -Territory, as 
well as from Oklahoma, are sent here by the 
government, and at this writing there are up- 
wards of three hundred inmates of the asylum. 

For several years, while in Texas, the doctor 
served as mayor of Taylor, and he stili is con- 
nected with business enterprises of the Lone 
Star state, owning a large ranch there. Initiated 
into Masonry in Brenham, he now belongs to 
Norman Lodge No. 5, A. F. & A. M.; Norman 
Chapter, R. A. M.; and to the Commandery and 
India Temple, M. S., at Oklahoma City, and 
Consistory of Guthrie. Moreover, he is identi- 
fied with the Odd Fellows and the Knights of 
Pythias. In politics he is loyal to the platform 
of the Republican party. A Presbyterian in reli- 
gion, he is chairman of the board of trustees of 
the city church, and is actively interested in 
many works of benevolence. 

In his home life, Dr. Threadgill has been es- 
pecially blessed. His wife, who, prior to their 
marriage, was Miss Frances Falwell, is a native 
of Memphis, and is a lady of pleasing person- 
ality. The two children of this estimable couple 
are named, respectively: Frances and John. The 
doctor has a daughter, Jennie, by a previous 
marriage. 


OHN W. BRUSHA. Among the many who 
have successfully tilled the soil in Pottawato- 
mie county may be mentioned Mr. Brusha, 

whose enterprise and industrious application to 
the work at hand have placed him in the front 
rank of agriculturists in his locality. 

Mr. Brusha was born in Atchison county, 
Mo., August 2, 1854, and is a son of Joseph and 
Harriet (Hurst) Brusha. After a each spent 
in mastering every detail of farm work, and in 
acquiring the education of the public schools, he 
began to work out as a cowboy at the age of 
twenty-one. At the same time he had a herd of 
cattle of his own, and for several vears was very 
successful as a buyer and seller of cattle. As 
early as 1875 he began to purchase stock in 
Texas. 

When Oklahoma was opened, he settled on a 
piece of land near Oklahoma City, which was 
the scene of extended litigation, and final 
triumph for Mr. Brusha. When he saw what 
was before him, and realized that four others 
who claimed equal rights were as determined as 
himself, he disposed of his cattle and prepared 
for the frav. After a legal siege extending over 
a period of seven years, he obtained undisputed 


possession of the land, and. still owns about 
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thirty acres of it. Upon the land which he has 
sold off there is now located a large school build- 
ing, several residences, and a Catholic institu- 
tion. In 1895 he moved into the town of Dale, 
and built the house in which he now lives. Fe 
is still interested in farming and stock-raising, 
but conducts his enterprises on leased land. 

January 17, 1893, occurred the marriage of 
Mr. Brusha and Ollie Smith, of Choctaw City, 
and a native of Chautauqua county, Kans. [ler 
parents are George and Elizabeth (Hook) 
Smith. To this couple have been born tiiree 
children: Ruby, Joseph and James. The first 
two were born in Oklahoma City, and the third 
in Dale. In national politics Mr. Brusha is a 
Democrat, having changed his political views 
during the last few years. His father was a Re- 
publican, a prominent farmer, and a captain in 
the Missouri militia during the Civil war. 


J. WALLACE, who early in life learned the 

tinner’s trade, has been engaged in that 

line of business in Oklahoma City since 
June 5, 1889. He conducts an establishment on 
the corner of Main and Harvey streets, and 
makes a specialty of roofing, doing the principal 
business of the city in cravel roofing, also in 
sheet-iron and tin work. In addition to this he 
is prominent as a poultry fancier, giving an im- 
petus to that industry, which has brought it rap- 
idly to the front as one of the leading industries 
of Oklahoma. 

Mr. Wallace was born in Montgomery town- 
ship, Orange county, N. Y., September 5, 1844, 
and is. of Scotch-Irish descent. His grand- 
father, William Wallace, was born in Ireland, 
and engaged in farming there throughout his 
entire life. His father, Samuel Wallace, was 
born in Ireland, but at an early day came to 
America and located in Montgomery township. 
Orange county, N. Y., where he followed farm- 
ing. Later he resided in Little Britain and died 
there at the age of sixty-five years. . His wife, 
Elizabeth, was born in Antrim, Ireland, where 
her father, John Wallace. was a paper manu- 
facturer, but he afterward came to America and 
engaged in the same business at Hartford, Conn. 
Mrs. Wallace died at Hopkinton, Iowa, leaving 
three children, all of whom are living. 

Reared in Orange county, N. Y., Mr. Wallace 
attended the district schools of his locality. He 
worked upon a farm until he was seventeen, and 
was then apprenticed to the tinner’s trade in 
Washingtonville, N. Y., for three years. In 1864 
he settled in Hopkinton, Delaware county, Iowa, 
where he worked at his trade and conducted 2 
tinshop for a gentleman for some five years. [le 
then established a hardware store and tinshop of 
his own and continued in business there un- 
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til 1884, after which he traveled for the D. M. 


Osborne Machine Company until the fall of 1886. 
Subsequently he was identified with the Singer 
Sewing Machine Company at Topeka, Kans. 

April 22, 1889; he came to Oklahoma on the 
second stage over the Kingfisher trail and lo- 
cated a claim one and a half miles north of Hen- 
nessey on Turkey creek, but remained there 
only three weeks. June 5, 1889, found him in 
Oklahoma City. He started in the tin business 
at his present location. He does a large busi- 
ness in gravel roofing and sheet-iron ‘and tin 
work. His work is not confined to the lirhits of 
Oklahoma City, but extends on the Santa Fe 
Road to Gainesville, Tex., and north to Ponca 
City, on the ’Frisco Railroad to Choctaw, east 
to Holdenville, I. T., and west to El Reno. | For 
vears he has been engaged in raising fancy poul- 
try, bringing a large stock with him to Okla- 
homa City, and now makes a specialty of Amer- 
ican Black Cochins. He organized the first 
poultry association in the territory, the Okla- 
homa Poultry and Pet Stock Association, and 
served as president during the first five years of 
its existence. Through his efforts the first pou!- 
try show was held and was a success in every 
way. 

Mr. Wallace was united in marriage with Ella 
Kentz, who was born in Hopkinton, Iowa, and 
died there, leaving one daughter, Mrs. Winona 
Milton, of ‘Oklahoma City. H'e formed a second 
union in Iowa with Mrs. Sarah Charles, who is a 
native of Carroll county, Ohio. His residence at 
No. 401 Third street was erected bv himself. 
Fraternally he is a member of Lodge No. 3, A. F. 
& A. M., of Oklahoma City, having joined that 
order while a resident of Hopkinton, Iowa. In 
politics he is a Republican, and served as city 
treasurer of Hopkinton for one term. 


R. SHIVE, M. D. One of the pioneer phy- 

sicians of Oklahoma, Dr. J. R. Shive, now 

of Shawnee,, merits a place of honor in its 
history. A native of Barren county, Ky., he was 
born April 8, 1842, a son of John and Nancy 
(Hurt) Shive. The father, who was born in 
Germany, came to the United States in his young 
manhood, at first settling in Pennsylvania. Later 
he lived in North Carolina, and for many years 
prior to his death was numbered among the far- 
mers of Barren county, Ky. His busy and useful 
life came to a close when he was in his sixty- 
fourth year. His wife, who was a native of Vir- 
ginia, attained the age of seventy-two. Her 
parents, John and Eve (Gorman) Hurt, also were 
Virginians. The father was a hero of the Revo- 
lution and was an early settler of Cumberland 
county, Ky. At the ripe age of eighty-four he 
was summoned to the better land, but his widow, 
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who was of German descent, reached the re- 
markable age of one hundred years, three months 
and six days. 

Only two of the parental family now survive 
the subject of this article and his brother, Jol in 
OAL Shivey® The Jatter; nowvef+Pratt, Kans, 
served throughout the Civil war in the Seventh 
Indiana Volunteer Infantry, much of the time 
as a second lieutenant, and at Richmond received 
a serious wound. The youngest of twelve broth- 
ers and sisters, all of whom lived to maturity, 
Dr. Shive was reared on the old homestead near 
Glasgow, the county-seat of Barren county. His 
education was acquired in a primitive log-cabin 
schoolhouse, and early in life he formed the am- 
bition of becoming a physician. Dr. Beachem, 
of Edmonton, Ky., fostered this idea in the 
youth, and was of invaluable assistance to him, 
supervising his studies and allowing him to prac- 
tice to some extent under his direction. When 
only sixteen the young man took his first course 
of medical lectures in the University of Louis- 
ville, and then, after an interval eu in prac- 
ticing, as mentioned, he returned to the college, 
where he was eraduated in 1863 with the long- 
desired degree. 

For nine years, until 1872, Dr. Shive carried 
on a successful practice at Summer Shade, Kv., 
after which he was located in Center Point, same 
state, for eight years. Feeling that a post-grad- 
uate course in special lines of study would be 
of benefit, he attended the medical college of 
Vanderbilt University, at Nashville, Tenn., for 
the school year of 1879-80, after which he com- 
menced the practice of his profession in Burton, 
Kans. Five years later he established an office 
in Greensburg, same state, and was there when 
Oklahoma was opened, in the meantime serving 
as a member of the board of pension examinets. 

April 22, 1889, Dr. Shive went to Kingfisher, 
and at first had his office i in a tent, later building 
a residence and enjoying liberal patronage of the 
public. In 1893 he went on a trip for his health 
and spent ten months in the southern part of 
Texas and in Mexico. On his return he decided 
to become a citizen of Shawnee, and here, at the 
cores of Main and Union avenue, built-one of 

the first business blocks in the town. This sub- 

stantial building, 25x70 feet in dimensions, he 
later sold. His own residence, at the corner of 
Beard and Eleventh streets, was also built by 
him. 

Employed as the local surgeon for the Choc- 
taw, and carrying on a large general medical and 
surgical practice, the doctor has become wel! and 
favorably known in this locality. One of the 
charter members of the Oklahoma Medical So- 
ciety, he also was the first president of the Pot- 
tawatomie Medical Society. Altogether he has 
served on the board of pension examiners for 
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seventeen years, now being treasurer of the loca! 
bedy. In 1&8 y2 he was a delegate to the Chicago 
Democratic national convention, where Cileve- 
land was nominated for president. Initiated into 
Masonry in Tompkinsville, Ky., he held mem- 
bership in the Burton lodge; was a charter mem- 
ber of the Kingfisher lodge ‘and aided in obtain- 
ing the charter of Shawnee Lodge \No.'27;‘A: F. 
& A. M. 

Dr. Shive’s wife formerly bore the name of 
Anna Frohberg, and, like her forefathers, she 
was born in Germany. Two sons were born 
to this worthy couple, namely: William E. and 
Horatio S. The elder is a farmer of this county, 
and the younger is engaged in the manufactur- 
ing of carriages in Indianapolis, Ind. 


EORGE P. ROSE. Although one of the 
largest land-owners and most enterprising 
farmers of the vicinity of McLoud, Potta- 

watomie county, Mr. Rose is variously interested 
in many lines of activity, and has perhaps con- 
tributed in a greater degree than any of the 
surrounding agriculturists to the growth and de- 
velopment of his promising and flourishing 
town. In company with the thousands ot others 
also in search of greater possibilities, he made 
the run April 22, 1880, and a little later settled on 
a farm in the vicinity of Yukon, where he has at 
the present time three hundred and twenty acres 
of finely-improved land, upon which he lived for 
some time. Incidentally he engaged in the loan 
business, which has engaged his attention, more 
or less, up to the present time. With a judg- 
ment born of long business and farming expe- 
riences he decided to permanently settle in Mc- 


Loud, to which he removed in September of 
1895. 


v 


Here he has been identified with all of the 
forward movements for the improvement of the 
locality, which date from his interest in the orig- 
inal town site. As the owner and intelligent 
manager of over five hundred acres of land in 
Pottawatomie county, he finds abundant exercise 
for his ability, and his aes interest in the public 
welfare would seem to be an additional responsi- 
bility of weight. 

In Whitley county, Kv., Mr. Rose was born 
August 11, 1840, and is a son of Benjamin F. and 
Elizabeth (Powers) Rose. fis early days were 
spent on the home farm and in pursuit of the 
various duties that fall to the lot of all industri- 
ous farmers’ sons. Ina little log schoolhouse, 
without a floor, he studicd the eommon branches 
and-acquired a fair education. The first event of 
importance that came into his life was at the 
breaking out of the war, when he enlisted, Sep- 
tember of 1861, in Company A, Eighth Nentucky 
Volunteer Infantry, and served until November 
WG 1864. [Te participated in the battles of Stone 
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River, Chickamauga, Mission Ridge and many 
minor skirmishes. At Chickamauga the regi- 
ment suffered such severe vicissitudes that its 
duty was lightened by consolidation into a bat- 
talion, and assignment to post duty. At this 
battle Mr. Ross was severely wounded in the lei: 
hand, and as a result was laid up in the hospital 
for a couple of months. 

In Bedford county, Tenn., in 1866, Mr. Rose 
married Julia Lloyd, of Tennessee. Subse- 
quently he carried on an extensive farming, mer- 
cantile and lumber business in Whitley county, 
Ky., and continued the same until the opening 
of Oklahoma. Since coming to his present resi- 
dence he has been enabled to realize many ol his 
expectations in regard to the glowing prospects 
of Oklahoma, and is an ardent advocate of its 
resources and future prominence. In politics he 


is identified with the Republican party. In 1874 
he was elected county assessor of Whitley 
county, Ky., and served four years. At Wil- 


liamsburg, Ky., he became identified with the 
Masonic order, and is now a member of the lodge 
at Yukon. To Mr. and Mrs. Rose have been 
born three children: M. C., who is a farmer on 
his father’s Kentucky property: Mrs. Nannie 
Bird, who lives in Kentucky and has five chil- 
dren; and J. L. is married, has two children and 
lives on a farm near Yukon, 


ARKER J. BROWN, whose well managed 
farm is located on the southwest quarter of 
section 8, township 8, range 2 west, Cleve- 

land county, three miles south of Norman, was 
born in Ripley county, Ind., January 25, 1840. 
Elis parents were James and Hannah (MclKas- 
son) Brown. On the maternal side the grand- 
parents, James and Hannah (Martin) Mcl<asson, 
were born in New Jersey, and settled in Builer 
county, Ohio, as early as 1818. After years of 
farming in that locality, they went to 
county, Ind., when their daughter Hannah was 
about ten years of age. The acquaintance of 
Mr. and Mrs. Brown dated back to this early age 
of his wife, when they were playmates and schol- 
ars together in Ripley county. After their mar- 
riage, ebruary 6, 1848, they engaged in farm- 
ine’. 

When about seven years of age, Parker J. 
Brown accompanied the family to what is now 
Douglas (then Coles) county, Ill, setiling rear 
Camargo, but after a time returned to Indiana. 
In the meantime his youth had been saddened by 
the loss of his father, who died in Douglas 
county. The mother, who is living at the pres 
ent tine, kept the children together, and looked 
after their interests to the best of her ability 
Parker J.. who was the oldest of four children, 
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went, im iclS72, eto, Smith ycoutity, “Pexs“and 
worked in a sawmill, and made preparations for 
the family to join him in 1874. For a number of 
years subsequently they lived in Upshur county, 
Yex., where Parker J. was engaged in farm- 
ing, and where he was married August 2 27, 1879. 
Mrs. Brown was formerly Elizabeth Johnson, 
and became the mother of one son, James ML., 
who was born in the Chickasaw Nation, Sep- 
tember 16, 1881. Mr. Brown removed to the 
Chickasaw Nation in 1879, and there he carried 
on agricultural pursuits until the opening ot 
Oklahoma in 1889, when he settled on the claim 
which has since been his home. 

Upon coming to the territory Mr. Brown had 
little in the world save his own ability and ca- 
pacity for work, but he has been very successful 
here. His farm is under a high state of cultiva- 
tion, and is worked by modern machinery and 
fitted with good buildings and modern appli- 
ances. In national politics he is a Democrat, 
but has never had a chance to vote for president. 
He is not an office-seeker, for he considers that 
his home duties require all of his time and atten- 
tion. 


J. BENSON. Undoubtedly one of the 
most popular and public-spirited citizens 
of Shawnee is he of whom the following 

history has been compiled, C. J. Benson, presi- 
dent of the Oklahoma State Bank, tormerly 
cashier of the Shawnee National, Shawnee State 
and. Tecumseh State Banks. It may here be 
stated that the progress of the bank of which he 
is president has been truly remarkable, as within 
five months the business has grown from a de- 
posit of $30,000 to-$140,000, a fact which speaks 
eloquently of the able management of the finda 
ciers who stand at the head of the enterprise, and 
of the confidence which the public has in their 
integrity and business judgment. 

Now in the prime of early manhood, C. J. Ben- 
son was born November 27, 1868, in Akron, 
Ohio, a son of Jarvis and Sarah (Underwood) 
Benson, the former a native of the vicinity of 
Lake Champlain, N. H., and the latter of Mas- 
sillon, Ohio. Both came from old colonial fam- 
ilies of New England. The Bensons, of 
Scotch-Irish descent, were represented on the 
Mayflower on her first trip to Massachusetts, in 
1620, and the father of Jarvis Benson took part 
in the war of 1812. By occupation a farmer, 
he operated a homestead near Lake Champlain, 
N. H. Dr. Underwood, father of Mrs. Benson, 
was a dentist and an early settler of Massillon, 
Ohio. During the Civil war Jarvis Benson 
served in the defense of the Union in the One 
Ilundred and Twenty-seventh Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry. Tlis chief occupation for many years 
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was the raising of sheep in Randolph county, 
Ohio, whence he went to Longmont, Colo., in 
1871. Buying ten thousand acres in Boulder 
county, he engaged in raising wheat, and was 
active in many local enterprises. One of the 
founders of the town of Longmont, and, indeed, 
one of the men who ‘aid out the place, he was 
successful in establishing a colony there, and 
held a large amount of stock in the town-site 
and irrigation company. During a drouth of 
three years his hard-earned fortune meited away, 
and aiter a period he returned to Akron, Ohio, 
where he is-retired. His wife was summoned 
to the home beyond in January, 1900, and one 
of their erght children has joined “the choir in- 
visible.” 

The only representative of his family in Okla- 
homa ‘is C. J. Benson, who has been identified 
with: the upbuilding of Pottawatomie county 
since October, 1891. From 1871 to 1875 he 
lived in Longmont, Colo., then returning to 
Akron, Ohio, in whose excellent grammar 
and high schools he was educated. In 1886 he 
was graduated in the latter, and then became a 
bookkeeper in the Standard Oil Company's 
plant in Cleveland, remaining there until 1888. 
when he went to W ashington, De-C., its order 
to pursue a course in the law department of 
Georgetown University. At the end of a three 
years’ course he was graduated in that institu- 
tion, and, as stated above, came to this territory. 
In the meantime, from 1888 to 1891, he had held 
a position in the treasury department, thus hav- 
ing double duties. Locating in Tecumseh, he 
began the practice of law, and when the state 
bank was opened there was made its. cashier. 
When that institution was removed to Shawnee. 
he made a change of residence. and continued to 
act as cashier. August 8, 1895, the Shawnee 
eae Bank was opened for business, and March 

1808, it was incorporated as the Shawnee Na- 
eal Bank, with a capital stock of $50,000. 
October 1, 1900, having djsposed of his interest 
in the Shawnee National, he, in connection 
with other parties, purchased the Oklahoma 
State Bank, capital of $25,000, in which he holds 
a controlling interest. The progress of this bank 
in five months has been phenomenal. 

Mr. Benson is a member of the Territorial 
Bankers and the American Bankers -\ssocia- 
tions. In 1899 he organized the Shawnee I[tx- 
press Company, of which he has been the treas- 
urer,and a director from thestart. ‘The ‘fine 
plant of the company is well equipped with mad- 
ern machinery, and, as it Beate cost about 
$20,000. Largely through his instrumentality, 
the Shawnee Stockyards Company was organ- 
ized for the feeding of cattle, and he is a heavy 
stockholder in the concern, also acts as treas- 


urer. Desides, he is a stockholder in the Shaw- 
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nee Oil Company, and a director and the treas- 
urer of the Shawnee Realty Company, which 
controls a fine tract of land, three hundred and 
twenty acres adjoining the town on the north. 

Mr. Benson’s residence, which he buiit at the 
corner of Beard and Tenth streets, is one of the 
most attractive homes of Shawnee. It is pre- 
sided over by one of our popular young matrons, 
formerly Miss Grace D. Adams, and the little 
son of this estimable couple, Richard W., justly 
is the pride of his parents. Mrs. Benson is a na- 
tive. of Van Buren, Ark., and her father, I. 
Adams, who formerly eng gaged in the furniture 
business here, is a- Kentuckian. 

In politics Mr. Benson is a stanch Republican, 
at one time served on the territorial committee 
of the party, and was chairman of the county 
committee. As treasurer of Shawnee and as 
secretary of the board of education here, he has 
made an excellent record, and during the period 
of his connection with the board of regents of 
the Agricultural and Mechanical College, at 
Stillwater, great improvements were carried into 
effect. Appointed by Governor Barnes to that 
board in 1808, he was chosen as treasurer of the 
same. In 1891, under the appointment of Gov- 
ernor Steele, he became the first superintend- 
ent of Pottawatomie county schools. In the 
fraternities, he is a man of high standing, be- 
longing to Shawnee Lodge No. 27,.A. F. & 
A. M., and, having taken the Royal Arch and 
Knight Templar degrees i in Oklahoma City, also 
being a member of India Temple, N. M.S., anda 
thirty- second-degree Mason, member of Guthrie 
Consistory. His father belongs to the Grand 
Army of the Republic, while he is a member of 
the sons of Veterans, and also is a Knight of 
Pythias. For four years he was the superin- 
tendent of the Sunday-school of the Society of 
Friends Church, in which he holds member- 
ship. 


APT. JOHN F. RICE, who has won an en- 
viable reputation in military circles, and is 
to-day one of the most prominent business 

men of saan eae Aas born in Franklin county, 
Ga., January 9, 1833, his parents being Edward 
and Elizabeth (vr essels) Rice, the former a native 
of Mecklenburg county, N. C., the latter of Vir- 
ginia. His paternal grandfather was Edward 
Rice, Sr., a native of Scotland, who on his emi- 
gration to America settled in Mecklenburg 
county, N. C., and later became a pioneer planter 
of Tennessee. He was captain of a company of 
troops sent to West Tennessee to quell an Indian 
disturbance. They were cut off from the regi- 
ment and massacred on the banks of the Ten- 
nessee river, only one man of the many—a Mr. 
Baker—making his escape. After her husband's 
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death Mrs. Rice removed to Georgia. Our sub. 
ject’s father was a stone mason and bricklayer, 
and as a contractor built the first brick ware- 
house in Atlanta. He died in Banks county, Ga., 

in 1865, and his wife passed ae at Atlanta in 
1859. Her father, James Vessels, was born in 
France, and came to this country with LaFayette 
during the Revolutionary war, fighting as a com- 
missioned officer under Genet ral W ‘ashington. 
After the war he became an extensive planter ot 
Virginia. He married Elizabeth Derr, a daugh- 
ter of Marmaduke Derr, who was a Frenchman 
by birth and fought for the freedom of the col- 

onies inthe Revolution; he also became a resi- 
dent of the Old Dominion and married a hali- 
breed Powhatan squaw. 

Captain Rice is the fifth in order of birth in a 
family of seven children, and is now the only 
survivor. His brother, Edward F., was a mem- 
ber of the Seventh Georgia Regiment in the 
Civil war and was killed in the battle of Gettys- 
burg; and A. P., who was a member of the Sixty- 
fourth Georgia Regiment, died in that state. 

The Captain was reared on the Chattahoochee 
river, fourteen miles above Atlanta, and was edu- 
cated in a private school. The schoolhouse was 
a primitive log structure, with one log cut out 
for a window, slab benches, no floor, and an im- 
mense fireplace, which occupied one end of the 
room. His text books consisted of a speller and 
the Testament, and he learned to write with a 
quill pen. When his school days were over he 
learned the brick and stone mason’s trade, and 
served an apprenticeship as a cabinet-maker and 
ear builder in the Southwestern Railroad shops 
at Macon, Ga., which he entered in 1848. During 
the three years of his apprenticeship he received 
only $12 per month, and Sro of this was paid for 
board. He remained in the employ of the com- 
pany until the Civil war broke out in 1861. 
Meantime he attended the night school of the 
Macon Military Institute, and was graduated 
therefrom in 1857, and in 1860 was examined by 
the Military Institute at Marietta, Ga., and re- 
ceived a diploma. 

Captain Rice entered the Confederate army 
in June, 1861, for six months, being commis- 
sioned captain of Company E, First Georgia Vol- 
unteer Regiment, which he raised. At the ex- 
piration of his term of enlistment he raised a new 
company, which became Company E, Sixty- 
fourth Georgia Regiment, of Wright's brigade 
and he again entered the service as captain, par- 
ticipating in the battles of Ocean Pond, the Wil- 
derness, the Seven Days’ fight, Gettysburg, and 
the engagements around Richmond and Peters- 
burg. On the 16th of August, 1864, at Deep 
Bottom, he was captured, and was first sent to 
Washineton, D. C., and three weeks later to 
Fort Delaware, where he remained until the close 
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of the war, being discharged April 29, 1865. As 
a skirmish driller he had but few equals and no 
superiors, and was nearly always sent in charge 
of a brigade on the skirmish line, so successful 
was he in such work. 

In 1866 Captain Rice went to Houston, Tek as 
master car-builder in the Central Texas carshops, 
and was later engaged in farming, milling and 
general merchandising in aulding county, Ga, 
Ife was next master car-builder in the Atlanta 
& Chattanooga Railroad shops at. Chattanooga, 

-and on leaving there returned to his farm in 
Georgia, where he remained until 1883, when he 
went to Gordon, Tex. After working at his 
trade for a short time he embarked in the furni- 
ture business, which he carried on for four years, 
and later engaged in contracting and building. 
In 1889 he spent nine months in California, and 
on his return made preparations to locate in 
Oklahoma. In the fall of 1891 he took up his 
residence in Norman, where he bought property, 
and has since made his home. He first engaged 
in contracting and building, and in 1892 was ap- 
pointed supervising architect by the board of 
regents of the University of Oklahoma, which 
position he most satisfactorily filled. He erected 
the Tate residence, the Norman State Bank (now 
the First National Bank) and many other build- 
ings. In 1893 he opened a furniture store on 
West Main street, which he has since success- 
fully conducted. He also carries a large line of 
musical instruments and does cabinet work. He 
purchased the Adkins building, which is 50x80 
feet and two stories in height. On the second 
floor of this building the University of Okla- 
homa was started, and held its sessions during 
the school year of 1892-93. 

In Georgia Captain Rice married Miss Martha 
A. Mason, a native of Clarke county, that state, 
and a daughter of William Mason, who was born 
in North Carolina and became a planter of Geor- 
gia. Having no children of their own, they have 
given homes to several, including Miss Mattie 
Lane, who lived with them and e ngaged i in teach- 
ing music, until her marriage, November 28, 
1900, to Mark Stine, a prominent farmer of 
Cleveland county, Okla. 

Captain Rice gives his political support to the 
Democracy, and has been a member of both the 
city and county central committees of his party. 
Since 1857 he has been a member of the Odd 
Fellows Lodge at Marietta, Ga., of which he is 
past grand; was made a Mason at the same place 
in 1858, and now belongs to Lodge No. 634, A. 
WayeevAM.. at (Gordon, Pex. In 187 1 he united 
with the Improved Order of Red fen! and to. 
day holds membership in the tribe at Norman 
and is past sachem of the same. Religiously he 
is a member of the Methodist Church South, 
While his wife is identified with the Cumberland 
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Presbyterian Church, and both are held in high 
regard by all who know them. 


ARVEY., SETH BONNELL.'' No man in 
Logan county has been more closely iden- 
tified with its growth along certain lines 

than has Harvey S. Bonnell. Irom his intro- 
duction into the,territory of the first steam 
thresher used here to facilitate the work of the 
farmers, to his persistent stand as to the erec- 
tion of a schoolhouse for the instruction of the 
rising generation, he has shown an enthusiasm 
and enterprise in harmony with the constantly 
increasing demands of a growing territory. 

The early days of Mr. ‘Bonnell were spent in 
Franklin, Lee county, lowa, where. he was born 
October 22, 1850. ilis parents were James H. 
and Rachel (Buffington) Bonnell. He acquired 
a fair education in the district schools of his 
county, as well as an accurate knowle¢ge of the 
best way to conduct a farm. When twenty years 
of age he started out for himself and rented land 
of his father for the first year, and engaged in 
In 1881 the confines of an 
agricultural life seemed to him circumscribed, 
and he found vent for his ambition in the gold- 
fields of New Mexico. After a year of this ex- 
periment he returned to Lee county, where he 
married Minnie Vornkahl, a native of that 
county. : ; 

Mr. Bonnell’s next venture was in Lincoln, 
Neb., where he combined his agricultural inter- 
ests with the selling of pumps and wind-mills, 
which, however, did not come up to expecta- 
tions from a financial standpoint, and was dis- 
continued after a seven years’ trial. He subse- 
quently made the famous run on the territory of 
Oklahoma in April of 1889, and was keenly dis- 
appointed at not getting the title to a claim. Of 
short duration was this streak of ill fortune, for 
in May of the same year he bought the property 

on which he now resides for the Sra sum of 
S56) Almost from the beginning of the settling 
of the lands he introduced his steam thresher, 
which took its labor-saving, expeditious way 
on claim to claim, attended by such results as 
come from an opportunity recognized and made 
the most of. The labor incident to escorting the 
thresher around the country took him from 
home often; in fact, he was away most of the 
time during seven years, and his brave wife 
slept alone on their claim, unprotected, for the 
nearest neighbors were necessarily remote and 
impossible of ready communication. 

The necessity of erecting a schoolhouse in 
the vicinity appears to have been the bugle call 
for the opening of hostilities on a broad and 
comprehensive scale, and, pending the solution 
of the various problems involved as to location, 
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cost and other incidentals, taxes, politics, religion 
or crops were of secondary consideration. So cy- 
clonic did the controversy become that for a 
time the territorial mind was threatened with 
intellectual non-expansion. The matter was 
finally adjusted to the satisfaction of all con- 
cerned, Mr. Bonnell in the meantime having, 
with others, fought an injunction, and subscribed 
more money than any one else. In return he 
was permitted to name the new seat of learning, 
which he appropriately designated Victory, to 
commemorate the return of the combatants to a 
peaceful, agricultural existence. 

Mr. Bonnell was further interested in a saw- 
mill, and conducted his enterprise in various 
parts of the country. A cotton gin was also 
placed in operation at Clarkson in 1896, and re- 
moved to Mulhall after a year, where it was alone 
as far as other institutions of the kind were con- 
cerned. Mr. Bonnell’s claim is located on the 
southeast quarter of section 4, township 17, 
range I, Logan county. In 1900 he purchased 
and placed in operation the largest threshing 
engine in the county, having twenty horse- 
power. 

The political affiliations of Mr. Bonnell are 
with the Republican party all the time, but he has 
no aspirations as to official positions. He is a 
charter member of Mistletoe Lodge No. 21, K. 


of P., at Mulhall. 
A . well-known law firm of Fisher & Nicode- 
mus, of Norman, is the present efficient 
prosecuting attorney of Cleveland county. His 
life has been devoted to labors wherein wealth 
and influence avail little, the measure of success 
depending upon the mentality, intelligence and 
broad culture of the individual, and through his 
own well-directed efforts he has arisen to a posi- 
tion of prominence in the legal fraternity. 

Mr. Nicodemus was born June 1, 1857, on a 
farm near Colfax, Jasper county, Iowa, not far 
from. Des Moines, and. is a son of Jacob and 
Nancy (Wiggins) Nicodemus, the former a na- 
tive of Pennsylvania, of German descent, the 
latter born in Ohio, of English extraction. His 
paternal grandfather was born in Maryland, and 
from that state removed to Pennsylvania at an 
early day. In 1851 the father migrated to Towa, 
and entered a tract of government land near 
Colfax, which he has since converted into a good 
farm, it being his home at the present time. 
There the wife and mother died. She was twice 
married, and by the first union had three chil- 
dren, none of whom is now living. Nine children 
blessed the second marriage, and seven of the 
number are still living. our subject being the 
filth in order of birth. 


NICODEMUS, the junior member of the 
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On the home farm Mr. Nicodemus grew to 
manhood, and the education he acquired in thc 
public schools of the neighborhood was sup- 
plemented by a course at Mitchellville Seminary, 
On attaining his majority he engaged in teachin» 
school for three years, and later was graduates! 
from Pierce Commercial College at Keokuk, 
Iowa. He then entered the law department o/ 
the University of Iowa, where he was graduated 
with the degree of LL. B., in 1884, and was 
licensed to practice before the state and supreme 
courts. Soon after his admission to the bar in 
1884 he opened’an office in Plainville, Rooks 
county, Kans., where he engaged in practice 
two years. The following year was passed in 
Larned, Kans., and from there he went to Ben- 
tonville, Ark., and in 1891 to Purcell, I. T., re- 
moving to Lexington, Okla., in 1893. During 
all these years he devoted his attention to the 
practice of law. Jn 1896 he was elected prose- 
cuting attorney of Cleveland county on the 
Democratic ticket, receiving a plurality of one 
hundred and eighty-one, and so acceptably did 
he fill the office that he was re-elected in 1808, 
his present term expiring on the Ist of January, 
tgo1. He has had charge of many important 
cases, including the prosecution of Sloat, who 
was convicted of manslaughter, having killed 
two Indians; and also the prosecution of Frank 
Smith (for the murder of Ed. L. Cotney), who 
was convicted and sent to the penitentiary for 
life. In January, 1900, he formed a partnership 
with A. W. Fisher, and the firm is now enjoving 
a large and lucrative practice. They are lawyers 
of recognized ability and are energetic and reli- 
able business men, whose success in life has 
been worthily achieved. In politics Mr. Nicode- 
mus is a stanch Democrat, and in his social rela- 
tions is a member of the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen, and Grand Master Workman of Ok- 
lahoma and Indian Territory. 

In Plainville, Kans., he 
Weeks, a native of Marion, Iowa, and they have 
become the parents of five children, namely: 
Earl W., Carlisle, Winona, Laura May and Lot- 
tie. 


married Miss Iva 


EORGE D. HAWORTH, a progressive 
farmer of Canadian county, who takes an 
active interest in the development of the 
community, lives upon his farm, occupying the 
southwest quarter of section 25, township 13. 
range 7 west, his postoffice being at El Reno. 
Mr. Haworth was born in Marion county, 
Lowa; December 19, 1853, and-is.a sen of S. A. 
and Lavina (Newman) Haworth, natives, re- 
spectively, of Tennessee and Ohio. His | 
went to Indiana when voung, where they were 
married and lived for one year aiterward. They 
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PORTRAIT 


went from there to Marion county, Lowa, and 
lived there until] 1872, when they moved to 
Wayne county, Iowa, their present home. The 
father, now a retired farmer, lives in Promise 
City. 

‘The boyhood days cf Mr. Haworth were spent 
upon the home farm, and he received fair advan- 
tages in the public schools and in Gar-len Grove 
College, in Decatur county, Iowa. On start- 
ing out for himself he made a lease of eighty 


acres of raw land for a term of years, and efter. 


improving and living updn the place for five 
years he purchased the tract, but later sold it. 
‘The next purchase that he made consisted of 
cighty acres, which he improved and lived upon 
for a number of years. March 3, 1880, he was 
united in marriage with Clara Steiner, of Har- 
rard, Wayne county, Iowa, who is a daughter 
of P. W. and M. W. (Switzer) Steiner. Her par- 
ents were born in Wayne county, Ohio, and 
went to Iowa in 1856. In 1890 Mr. Haworth 
sold his farm and in 1891 came to Oklahoma, 
buying the claim where he now lives. He has 
made good improvements, including substantia! 
buildings and a good orchard. 

Mr. and Mrs. Haworth have one child, Holly 
Glen, who was born on the home farin, Febru- 
ary 2413893. Reared' a’ Democrat, Mr. Haworth 
cast his first presidential vote for Saniuel Tilden 
in 1876. During his residence in Iowa he was 


assessor and collector of -his township, but re-_ 


signed both positions when he moved to Okla- 
homa. He has served as a delegate to conven- 
tions almost every year, both in Jowa and 
Oklahoma. In 1897 he served as secretary of 
the territorial central committee. In Corydon, 
Towa, he became a member of Lodge No. 103, 
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PRICES Sa MCRADDOCKSIM |. Ds). Few 

ot the residents of McLoud have been so 

closely identified with the mercantile and 
professional growth of their adopted town as 
has Dr. Craddock. In the broadest sense of the 
word he is a self-made man, and the prominent 
position now occupied by him is the result of 
untiring application to the profession of which 
he is an able exponent, and the exercising of 
the characteristics which go to make up ad- 
mirable citizenship. To the majority, the suc- 
cessful building of a large and lucrative practice 
would be sufficient outlet for their energies, but 
Dr. Craddock has extended his abilities to va- 
mous enterprises, which inelude the drug, furni- 
ture and mercantile business, all of which have 
heen gratifyinely successful. As proof of this 
assertion, the doctor owns a large portion of 
me town site and several business buildings. 
Mong the lines of his profession he has met with 
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a large degree of appreciation, entirely merited 
by his conscientious and painstaking methods, 
and his devotion to the best tenets of a great 
calling. 

On his father’s farm near Henderson, Ky., 
Dr. Craddock was born, October 9, 1851, and 
is a son of J. H. and Ann (Slaton) Craddock. 
The early educational facilities were rather lim- 
ited, and it may be said that the greater part of 
his education was the acquirement of later years, 
and of a maturely concentrated mind. After 
leaving the home surroundings he engaged in in- 
dependent farming for a time, and for some years 
served as deputy sheriff. In search of a perma- 
nent and satisfactory location, he removed to 
the west in 1882, and located in the Choctaw 
Nation, Indian Territory., There he conducte:l 
a mercantile business and also had stock inter- 
ests. 

When eighteen years of age, Mr. Craddock 
had decided to devote his ability to a mastery 
of the science of medicine, but in the intervening 
years had departed from that intention. An in- 
terest was revived in 1888, possibly because he 
had in the meantime accumulated some money, 
which enabled him to enter college. For a year 
he attended the Kentucky School of Medicine, 
and then began to practice in the Indian Terri- 
tory, with a certificate from the national board. 
In 1899 he returned to the school, from which 
he was graduated in June of the same year. He 
then continued his former practice in the Indian 
Territory, and in 1896 took up his permanent 
residence in McLoud. 

A Democrat in national politics, Dr. Craddock 
is interested in all of the undertakings of his 
party, but has no time to devote to local office. 
Fraternally, he is associated with the Independ- 
ent Order of Odd Fellows, the Masons and the 
Knights of Pythias. He was united in marriage 
October 4, 1899, with Margaret Stone, of Hen- 
derson, Ky. 


CP LELTAN Fo COMBS whot las "been a 
citizen of Oklahoma since the opening, is 
located on a farm in the southwest quar- 

ter of section 22, township 13, range 7 ‘west, 
Canadian county. 

Mr. Combs was born in Bureau county, Th, 
December 27, 1846, and is a son of Jefferson 
L. and. Jane G: (Swan) Combs." He owas eight 
years old when his father moved to Nemaha 
county, Neb., of which he was one of the pioneer 
settlers. The latter pre-empted a farmi in 1855, 
and died there in T864.  Flis wife survived him 
htreemvears dvine in Pert Nebsowas79, iihere 
our subject grew to man’s estate and attended 
the district schools. ITe entered the Normal 
School at Peru when that institution was first 
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P22 mnt PORDRATE 
opened, but as his services were required on 
the farm he attended but one term at that time, 
although a couple of years later he attended for 
three or four terms in sucéession, and _ later 
studied in McGee College, of Macon, Mo.. for 
one year. He began teaching country school 
in Atchison county, Mo., and continued for 
three years. 

During this time he was married, June 8, 
1875, to Miss Marinda Seymour, who was born 
in Atchison county, and is a daughter of John 
and Jane (Young) Seymour. She was a pupil 
in the school taught by Mr. Combs. In 1876 
he moved to Craig, Mo., where he was employed 
in a lumber vard for three years, tw6 years of 
the time serving in the capacity of manager. 
He then became manager of a lumber yard at 
Fairfax, Mo., and after a period of seven months 
he, in company with Mr. Koons, bought the 
business. They conducted it in a successful 
manner for three years, when our subject sold 
out to his partner and moved to Barber county, 
Kans., where he pre-empted a claim. For three 
years he farmed there, but during that time met 
his Waterloo, financially, losing all he had but 
a couple of hundred dollars, eighteen head of 
cattle and heifers, and two teams. Thinking he 
could retrieve his fortunes, he drove through to 
Texas, and lived in the Panhandle country a 
few years, after which, leaving his farm in the 
care of his wife and sons, he went to Higgins 
and engaged in the lumber business, with fair 
success. 

At the opening of Oklahoma, April 22, 1880, 
he made the run and secured a claim. Five 
weeks later his wife and children joined him, 
and our subject and his wife’s father built a 
room fourteen feet square, in which the family 
lived a few months, and then built an addition. 
Having five children in the family, they wer 
pressed for room, and the children were obiiged 
to sleep in the garret. The househoid goods 
were late in arriving and they had to drive to 
Oklahoma City for them, a distance of thirty- 
three miles. He had two milch cows when he 
arrived, but both died soon afterward. His lum- 
ber was shipped from Higgins, Tex., hauling it 
from Oklahoma City to Reno City, where he 
earried on the lumber business for five vears. 
In the meantime his wife and sons kept up the 
farm. He now has a finely improved pro perty 
and has met with good results in his farmine. 

Mr. and Mrs. Combs have: six children. 
Marion L...who was born at “Graicy Nio.; and 
is engaged in teaching, married Nannie Palmer 
and. lives near Weatherford, Okla.; Orta J., born 
at Craig, Mo., married Josie Brown, and lives 
near Wuisstathers Ravimowd) born =i Tairlax, 
Atchison county, Mo., died at home, March 20, 
yoo; Alee, born in Barber county, Nans., lives 
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at home; Edith was born in Higgins, Vex.; in} 
William was born on the home farm. \tr. 
Combs was reared a Republican and voted firs: 
for Grant in 1868, but has been a Populist sinc: 
coming to Oklahoma. In 1896 he was the 
candidate on the Populist ticket for register uo: 
deeds, but was defeated. He was reared in the 
Methodist Church, of which he was a member 
for many years, but he and his wife now hold 
membership in the Congregational Church at 
Darlington, of which he is a deacon. 


‘HOMAS F. BLAIR,-agriculturist, is loca- 
ted on the southeast quarter of section 11, 
township 17, range 2 west, Logan county. 

He was born in Center township, Guernsey 
county, Ohio, January 30, 1848, and is a son of 
James and Martha (Disellums) Blair. His father 
was a native of County Antrim, Ireland, and 
when a youth received a fine education, which 
he turned to good account as a teacher. When 
twenty-one years old he came to the United 
States, settled in Guernsey county, and com- 
bined the occupations of teaching and agricul- 
ture. . 

When Thomas Foy Blair was four years old 
his father died. His mother married again, and 
the boy was given a home by one of her step- 
sons. In a short time they moved to Kansas, 
where the little fellow was put to work at herd- 
ing cattle and also given an opportunity to ac- 
quire a fair education in the district schools. The 
foster father seems to have been a good student 
of human nature and to-have known how to 
make the boy’s somewhat lonely condition as 
desirable’as possible. From the first the lad re- 
ceived compensation for services rendered, and 
at the age of twenty-one years had accumulated 
a little fortune of between five and six hundred 
dollars. Thus equipped he decided to start out 
on his own resources, and, as a preliminary, was 
married in Bourbon county, Kans., to Adeline 
Cissna, who had been a school teacher previous 
to her inatniage., «She was “born in \RaPorte 
county, Ind., near New Carlisle, and is a daugh-’ 
ter of Joseph and Phoebe (Miller) Cissna, na- 
tives, respectively, of Michigan and Indiana. 
John, father of Joseph Cissna, came from France 
about the close of the eighteenth century. 

In 1882 Mr. Blair moved to Cowley county. 
Kans., and purchased two hundred acres of land. 
upon which he lived until 1889, when, having 
sold dis land, he took up his residence in Okla- 
homa. He was fortunate in sectiring a good 
claim, which he has since industriously im- 
proved, until it is at the present time one of the 
best in the vicinity. fe has excellent barns. 
house, and outbuildings, two wells, anel a spring. 
In addition to general farming he has realized 
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considerable profit from the sale of Shorthorn 
cattle. 


Mr. Blair’s political affiliations are with the — 


Republican party. Although not an_ office- 
secker, he has, nevertheless, held several im- 
portant official positions, including that of school 
director and justice of the peace, to which last 
office he was elected in 1898. He is a member 
of Burden Lodge No. 88, A. O. U. W., of Cow- 
ley, and was a charter member in Bourbon 
county, and has filled all of the chairs of the 
order. 

There have been ten children born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Blair, of whom seven are living: Ralph, 
who is a farmer, is married to Lammie Blanch- 
ard, and has one child. The other living children 
are: Joseph, Pearl, Elsie, Alta, Jessie and Ira. 
The second, Luana, and the third, Gertrude M., 
died in infancy and at eight years old, respect- 
ively. Raymond, the fifth, died at the age of six 
months. 


H.. MYERS, who is proprietor of one of 

, the largest manufacturing plants in Okla- 

* homa, is engaged in the soi teehee of 
sash, doors, window" frames, etc., in Oklahoma 
City, taking rank among the leading business 
men of that place. Mr. Myers was born in Pe- 
oria, Ill., July 4, 1860, and comes of an old Penn- 
sylvania family of German extraction. His 
grandfather, Capt. John Myers, was born in 
Pennsylvania, and was a blacksmith in Philadel- 
phia, where he died at the age of eighty-six 
years. He served as captain in the war of 1812, 
and his anvil and the sword that he carried in the 
war are now in the possession of our subject. 

C. K. Myers, the father of our subject, was 
born in Philadelphia, and at an early day settled 
in Peoria, Ill., where he was manager of Hodges 
Harvester Company for over fifteen years. Pos- 
sessing inventive skill, he made some improve- 
ments to harvesters and headers, which are now 
in universal use. He has a patent on a header 
Which not only cuts and reaps, but threshes as 
well, and from this he receives a royalty. He 
now lives, retired from active labors, on a fruit 
farm in Stockton, Cal. He married Lucy \on- 
roe, who was born in Fairfax county, Va., and 
was a cousin of President James Monroe. She 
died March 13, 1900, in Indianapolis, where she 
had gone with the hope of benefiting her health. 
Six children were born to their union, five of 
whom survive. One of these, Richard, is an en- 
gineer on the Santa I°e extension from Gutlirie 
to Stillwater, Okla. 

J... Myers was reared in Peoria, [where 
he received a public and high school education. 
During his vacations he was employed in the 
harvesting works from the time he was cight 


years old, and when eightcen he was employed 
there steadily. He learned to turn when he was 
so small he had to stand cn a box to reach the 
machine. Ife continued with that company un- 
til 1882, when he became foreman of the Wichita 
planing mill at Wichita, Kans. After seven years 
there he went to Denver and accepted a position 
as foreman of the John Mount Lumber Com- 
pany, with which he was identified until August, 
1892, when he came to Oklahoma City. He 
started the first planing mill and sash and door 
factory in the city, erecting a building on Hud- 
son, between Main and Grant streets, and con- 
tinuing at that location until 1899, when he built 
his present mill, 50x100 feet, on Second and 
Hudson streets. This mill he equipped with new 
planes, molders and saws, and_ arranged 
throughout in a manner which greatly facilitates 
the work, an important feature being the shaft- 
ing, which runs under the first oor. He manu- 
factures sash, doors, window frames, screens, 
church seats, brackets and moldings, and all 
kinds of turned work. The machinery is run b: 
a steani engine of twenty-five horse powcr. He 
has been very successful in his work and has the 
largest factory of its kind in the territory. 

Mr. Myers was married at Yukon, Okla., to 
Miss Katie Shulta, who was born in Chicago, 
Ill. They have one daughter, Helen Myers, and 
reside at Third and Hudson streets. Mr. Mvers 
is a member of the Hoo Hoo’s. In politics he is 
an unswerving supporter of the Republican 
party. 


AMUEL, CORN... In the history of Okla- 
homa Samuel Corn, deceased, is justly en- 
titled to an honored place, as he was one 

of the energetic pioneers of this locality, and 
was held in high esteem by all who knew him, 
here and elsewhere. His life was exemplary 
in every respect, and to his children he has left 
what is far better than wealth, an unblemished 
naine and record. 

The father of Samuel Corn was Ashford Corn. 
a native of Virginia, who, in childhood, removed 
with his, family to Pickaway county, Ohio. 
There he made the acquaintance of, and married, 
Elmina Wheat, whose birth had taken place in 
France, and who had come to the United States 

when she was voung, and, with her parents, had 
scteee in Pickaway county. 

Samuel Corn, born on the parental farm in 
the county just mentioned, April 23,.1833. was 
trained in the duties of a farmer, and when he 
reached his majority he left home and went to 
Macon county, HL There he bought land, which 
he continued to cultivate and improve until 1870, 
When he sold the properts advantage. 
Fle} then.,located near Jefferson 
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county, Kans., and at the end of a decade he 
disposed of the farm which he had been engaged 
in managing there, and returned to Illinois. Ul- 
timately he went back to Jefferson county, 
Kans., and during the next few years ie bought 
and sold several homesteads, always making 
a snug little sum by the transactions. In this 
particular he was the mest fortunate in the 
sale of a farm in Woodson county, as he ob- 
tained $7,coo for the place, which had cost him 
but $2,200. In 1891 he removed from his Jeffer- 
son county home to Oklahoma, and, buying the 
southeastern quarter of section 2, township 15, 
range 3, Logan county, he at once commenced 
making improvements upon the place, which 
then only had a one-room shanty. In the course 
of time the results of his well-applied energy 
became apparent, as everything about the place 
showed the constant care which. he bestowed 
upon each detail. 

Mr. Corn was a noble exponent of the high 
principles of Masonry, and from the time that 
he was in his twenty-third year until his death 
he was an enthusiastic member of the fraternity. 
He was initiated into the lodge at Monticello, 
Ill., becoming a charter member of the same, 
and when he removed to Oskaloosa, Kans., he 
became a charter member of the Royal Arch 
chapter, and later he was one of the charter 
members of the lodge at Neosho Falls, Kans. 
In Oskaloosa he served his lodge as master and 
Was a representative of the home lodge in the 
grand lodge of the state. At one time he was 
identified with the Illinois home militia, and, 
politically, he was an adherent of the Demo- 
cratic party. His long and useful life came to 
aclose February 3, 1808, and his earthly remains 
were interred in the cemetery at Seward. 

In 1860 Mr. Corn married Lizzie Warren, of 
Macon county, Ill. She was a daughter of 
Michael and Elmira (Wood) Warren, the former 
a native of Glasgow, Scotland, and the latter of 
Franklin county, Mass. The father was brought 
to: America when he was three years old, and 
the family settled in the Bay state. Mrs. Corn, 
who was born in Ashfield, Mass... accompanied 
her parents to Geneseo county, N. Y., whei she 
was in her seventh year, and later her father, 
who had been a carriage manuiacturer, bought 
a farm near Rushford, N. Y., and there passed 
his last years. In 1859 Mrs. Corn went to Il- 
nois, where she formed the acquaintance of her 
future husband. Myra, the first child-of this 
sterling couple, was born in Macon county, and 
is now the wife of Henry Johnson, of South 
Bend, Wash.; they have two childrea, Bertha 
and. Ninas Charlies: MW the “only son: of Jour 
subject, resides at Neosho lalls, Nans.; he mar- 
ried ‘Belle Netehberger, and has. two 
Luther and Leo, Lettie A., youngest child of 
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our subject, was born in Jefferson county, Kans . 
and at present resides on a farm two and a hal! 
miles southwest of Seward. To herself and hus- 
band, Thomas Hopewell, one daughter, Vesta, 
was born, in Seward township. 


ARTIN L. EBERHART, agriculturist, 

carpertter, and an all- around entet rprising 

man, is living on the northeast quarter o! 
section 3, township 17, range I, Logan county. 
He was born in Spring Hill, Fayette county. 
Pa., March 21, 1837, and is a son of Frederick 
and Sarah (Monroe) Eberhart. His paternal 
great-grandfather, who was a glass blower, came 
from Germany during the last half of the eight- 
eenth century, and, upon settling in Pennsyl- 
vania in 1785, established the first glass factory 
west of the mountains. The paternal grand- 
father, Martin Eberhart, for whom our subject 
was named, was born in Pennsylvania, and be- 
came an adept in the boot and shoe making 
business. His son, Frederick Eberhart, was a 
carpenter by trade, and as such became well 
known. He died at the age of forty-five years, 
in Fayette county. 

When a boy, Martin L. Eberhart was nat- 
urally trained to adapt himself to his surround- 
ings, and, as naturally, learned the carpenter's 
trade. He handled tools when they seemed 
cumbersome to his little hands, and when he had 
to stand on a platform to reach the bench. 
Eventually he became an expert, and practiced 
at his trade for many years in his native county. 

With the call to arms in 1861, he enlisted in 
Company G, Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teer Infantry, and participated in the battles of 
Williamsburg, Seven Pines and Fair Oaks, be- 
sides many minor skirmishes. He was seven 
days in front of Richmond in the retreat to Har- 
rison’s Landing: at Newbern, N. C., to Golds- 
boro, where they tore up the railroad tracks a 
destroyed the bridge; next was sent to Charles- 
ton, S. C.; then ordered on board a war vessel, 
the Island Citv, where he worked several 
months in the capacity of carpenter. He also 
served for a time as a conveyor of important 
dispatches. After the return to his regiment, be 
went to Fortress Monree, Va., and from there 


marched under General Grant to Petersburg, 


where he was honorably discharged from duty. 
His war experience was remarkable for the vari- 
ety of his duties during the campaign, as well 
as for the fact that during his entire service he 
was neither wounded nor. captured. 

December, 1864, found him again in his native 
town, working at his trade, which he continued 
after removing, in 1880, to Pratt county, Nans. 
He was foremost in the throng at the time of 
the memorable rush to Oklahoma, April 22, 
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LA FAYETTE NORRIS, 2 
Garfield County. 
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188y, but did not succeed in pre-empting a claim. 
In November of the sathe year he bought out 
another party who was anxious to sell. His 
land was in a particularly discouraging state, a 
large part of it being composed of river bottom, 
and the rest covered with brush an: timber. 
That the arduous effort required to reduce it to 
a state of order and utility was not unavailing 
is demonstrated by the fact that at the present 
time he has one of the best farms in the locality, 
with good barns, a commodious house, and am- 
ple outbuildings. His orchard contains five acres 
and the output includes many varieties of fruits. 
_ Mr. Eberhart is a believer in Republican prin- 
ciples, but has no political aspirations. He was 
a member of Craft Lodge No. 339, A. F. & A. M., 
at Greensboro, Greene county, Pa., until it dis- 
banded. 

May 1, 1866, Mr. Eberhart married Caroline 
Black, of Fayette county, Pa., a native of Greene 
county, that state. 
19, 1897. Of this union there are three children: 
Alice, Mrs. P. O. Robinson, who has three chil- 
dren and lives near Alva, Woods county, Okla.; 
William, a painter by trade; and Phalarrus, who 
is married and lives on and works the heme 
farm. 


A FAYETTE NORRIS, one of the most 
prominent farmers of Garfield county, 1s 
a gentleman of educational attainments. 
Tle has contributed many articles to different 
publications, showing deep thought, a versatile 
mind and literary ability. In addition to this, 
he is an ordained minister, and has been an en- 
thusiastic Christian worker for vears. He owns 
an improved farm on the southwest qutantet of 
section 31, Hobart township, where he has been 
successfully engaged in agricultural pursuits and 
stock-raising since 1894. 
Mr. Norris was born in Erie county, 


NL (Mis 


Aprile 12/1834. he» family gis: of. Englisl 
extraction, two brothers coming to this coun- 
tryaeone slocating “inyiNew ampshire, ancl 


ties other going south. Benjamin Norris, the 
erandfather of our subject, was probably born 


in New Hampshire, and at an early age 
moved to Vermont, where he followed farm- 
ing. He was a member of the old Whig 


the father of our subject, 
and migrated from the 


Nave; 


party. John Norris, 
was born in Vermont, 
Green Mountain state to Erie county, 


about 18r4, when a comparatively young 
man. In 1838 he moved to Marshall county, 
Ind., where he cleared a farm from the timber- 


land, meantime experiencing all the hardships 

of pioneer life. Tn that county he died at the 

ave of sixty-three vears. Tle was a farmer and a 

hard working man all his life. During the war 
34 


Mrs. Eberhart died October . 
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of 1812 he served with a Vermont regiment, 
and accompanied the army to Canada. In poli- 
tics he was a Whig. He married Lydia George, 
who was born in New Hampshire and died in 
Indiana, aged fifty-six years. She had a brother, 
Dr. Asa George, who was a prominent physician 
near B urlington, Vt. Her mother was a Miss 
Wortley, descended from the nobility of Eng- 
land. Fifteen children were born to her, five 
of whom died in childhood. The ten who at- 
tained maturity were named as follows: William 
G., who died in Chicago, Ill, aged eighty-three 
years; James, Jane, Lorrain, Ransom H., oe 
Melinda, all of whom are deceased; Asa W. 
iarmer and stockman of Mitchell county, eee 
Alma L. and Henry Harrison, both deceased; 
and La Fayette, our subject. 

La Fayette Norris was an infant when his 
parents located in Marshall county, Ind., and 
there he grew to manhood on the frontier. He 
attended the common schools and South Bend 
high school, and also studied in Cass county, 
Mich. He then taught school for one term in 
Marshall county, Ind., for a time in Michigan, 
and in 1856 went to Black Hawk county, Iowa, 
where he taught one term. He also followed 
his trade as a carpenter and joiner and owned a 
small farm in Delaware county, Iowa, where he 
remained some eleven years, teaching school 
and farming. In the spring of 1874, going to 
Buchanan county, Iowa, he purchased a farm 
of three hundred and twenty -acres, and for 
twenty years lived there, engaging in stock- 
raising, and later in dairying. In 1894 he sold 
out and came to Oklahoma, buying his present 
farm of the gentleman who first filed a claim, 
it being practically all prairie. During the fall 
of the same year he began to build his present 
house, and has since added to it, now having 
one of the finest and best-improved pieces of 
property in the county. He put one hundred 
and ten acres under the plow, set out a small 
vineyard and a good orchard of five hundred 
trees, consisting of apples, peaches, apricots, 
cherries, plums and almonds. Besides his home 
farm, he has a quarter-section of school land, 
on which he raises wheat and corn. He keeps 
about forty head of graded cattle, also hogs 
and horses, and has recently embarked exten- 
sively in the raising of the O. I. C. breed of hogs. 
IIe was one of the first to purchase lots in La- 
homa, where he erected a business house.  .\ 
stanch Republican, he takes some interest in 
political matters. The nomination for the legis- 


‘lature was offered him in 1898, but he declined. 


He has served on the school board since com- 
ing to Oklahoma. The cause of temperance, of 
which he is an carnest advocate, has 
his encouragement and aid. TTe contributes ar- 
ticles for publication, being a corresponding 
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728 PORTRAIT 
editor of the Herald of Life, published in Spring- 
field, Mass. He also edited and printed several 
articles, including two booklets: “Shall Mortal 
Man Be More Just Than God?” which was pub- 
lished in Massachusetts; and “What Is Death?” 
which was published in Enid. 

In 1856 Mr. Norris was united in marriage 
with Harriet E. King. They became the par- 
ents of eleven children, five of whom died in 
childhood, the others being as follows: Florence 
A., wife of B. H. Bunn, a prominent politician 
of Rush county, Kans.; Ida L., wife of Charles 
Dicks; Eunice J., wife of A. H. Pearson, of Pasa- 
dena, Cal.; George S., of Garfield county; Asa 
W., a farmer of Hobart township, Garfield 
county; and Leonard H., of Fort Benton, Mont. 
There is also an adopted daughter, Mary A., who 
has been a member of the household since she 
was five years old. Mrs. Norris was born near 
Cleveland, Ohio, June 6, 1832. Her father, Jo- 
seph King, was- born in New Jersey, of English 
parentage; and her mother, Nancy Starkey, was 
a native of Connecticut and of English par- 
entage. In the early ‘80s Mr. Noiris began 
preaching in the Life and Advent Christian 
Church in Iowa, and has since engaged in evan- 
gelical work in Towa, Kansas, Wisconsin, Indi- 
ana, Michigan and Oklahoma, holding meetings 
at various places. He is a member of the regu- 
lar order of ministers, and was ordained in Ty- 
lerville, Conn., in 1886. 


H. DRAUGHON. Of the many who have 
come from the east and transferred their 
allegiance and wide business experience to 

the promising productiveness of southern Okla- 
homa, none is better fitted by natural aptitude 
and inclination to further the growth of a prac- 
tically undeveloped locality than is Mr. 
Draughon. In the history of states and terri- 
tories Oklahoma has already surpassed the ex- 
pectations of all who have judged her possibili- 
tics by previous standards, not only as to the 
enormous increase of population, but also as 
to the infinite variety of her resources and the 
multiplicity of her enterprises. As president 
of the Okiahoma Round Bale Cotton Company 
Mr. Draughon has anticipated and taken advan- 
tage of an opportunity of large dimensions, in 
the furthering of which he is doing business in 
several towns of the territory, and on a larger 
seale and with more complex responsibility than 
most men would care to assume. 

The ancestors of Mr. Draughon came from a 
country whose sons are noted for their perse- 
verance and high character. The paternal great- 
erandfather emierated from Wales and settled in 
North Carolina. There the grandfather, Miles, 
was born and in time became a prominent 
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planter in Robertson county, Tenn., where hy 
died about 1820. He was a courageous soldic: 
in the war of 1812. The next in succession, Wil 
liam W. Deacon was born in North Carolina 
and in the earlier part of his life was a farmer. 
He subsequently went into the hotel business 
and was proprietor of the Waverly Inn, at 
Waverly, Tenn. He died while on a visit to 
Canton, Miss., in 1843, and at the time was 
thirty-eight years of age. His wife, the mother 
of J. H. Draughon, was formerly Cassandra 
Murphy, born in Pittsylvania county, Va., and 
daughter of James Murphy, born in Waterford, 
Ireland. James Murphy was a merchant tailor by 
occupation, and when sixteen years of age weni 
to Philadelphia, and later settled in Pittsylvania 
county, Va., where he became a planter on a 
large scale. He later removed to Robertson 
county, Tenn., where he continued his agricul- 
tural enterprises, and where he died. Mrs. 
Draughon became the mother of seven children, 
and died in 1872. One of the daughters, Adeline, 
is now Mrs. Littie, of Waverly, ‘Tenn.; Mar- 
garet died in Tennessee; Henry C. is in the 
lumber business at Davis, I. T.; Sallie is Mrs. 
Moseley, of Greenfield, Tenn.; and Cassandra 
died in Tennessee. 

A native of Waverly, Tenn., J. H. Draughon 
was born June 12, 1843. The first years of his 
life were spent in his native town, and there he 
received the education of the public schools. 
He early developed habits of thrift and industry, 
and in 1857 engaged as a clerk in Dres:len, 
Tenn., continuing the same occupation after re- 
moving to Hickman,.Ky., in 1858, and. later 
in Christmasville, Tenn., 1859-60. In 1861 Ar. 
Draughon enlisted for the war at Alemphis 
Tenn., in the Memphis Independent Dragoons, 
and served in Missouri and Te ennessee for sixty 
days. He-then re-enlisted in Company C, 
Twenty-second Tennessee Infantry, and 
months later was promoted to the rank of second 
lieutenant, and eight months later was made 
first lieutenant. At the battle of Shiloh he was 
wounded in the right hand. He was captured 
at Dresden, Tenn., but subsequently paroled. 

In the spring of 1864 Mr. Draughon went to 
California by way of Panama, and aiter a 
to San Francisco went to, Virginia City, Nev.. 
and became bookkeeper for the grocery and 
toll road firm of Tillon & Geiger. After eight 
months he returned to his home in the 
via San Francisco and Panama, and in the fall 
of 1864 took a business course in Bacon Com- 
mercial College, at Cincinnati. In the spring ot 
1865 he again undertook clerking in Paducah, 
Kyv., and after a year went into the general mer- 


six 


visit 


east, 


chandise business in’ Waverly. Penn. While 
there he was united in’ marriage with Alice 
Spencer, of Waverly, Tenn., in 1866, . In 1809 
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he located in Gardner, Tenn., and for two years 
was successfully interested in the dry-gcods 
business and continued the same aiter removing 
to, Forrest City, Ark., in 1870... In 1873 a,differ- 
ent mercantile enterprise was entered upon in 
Texarkana, Tex., and with the firm of Buchanan 
& Co. he became interested in the lumber busi- 
ness. This was carried on in connection with 
the dry-goods business, under the firm name 
of Hakes & Draughon. 

The firm was dissolved after two years, and 
Mr. Draughon ‘engaged independentiy in the 
dry-goods ‘and lumber business, with gratifying 
success. While hving in Texas le attained to 
a prominent position in the community, and 
among other interests which he materially ad- 
vanced the organization of the First National 
Bank of Texarkana was one of the most ambi- 
tious. For ten years he served as president oi 
the bank, and the institution was conducted in 
such a manner that it ranked among the most 
reliable of its kind in the state. He was the sec- 
ond mayor of the place, and was an alderman 
for six years. 

In 1888 Mr. Draughon sold out his dry-goods 
and lumber interests in Texas, and bought an 
interest in the Sulphur Lumber Company,,. at 
Sulphur Station and Buchanan, Tex. He was 
elected president of the concern, and under- 
took the management of their large interests. 
The firm had mills at Sulphur Station and Bu- 
chanan, and did the most extensive business in 
their line in the localitv. In the meantime he 
had continued the presidency of the bank at 
Texarkana, but in 1890 resigned the responsi- 
bility in order to devote his entire time to the 
lumber business. The company shipped lumber 
to Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri and Colorado, 
and the mills had a capacity of two hundred 
thousand feet per day. In 1893 Mr. Draughon 
disposed of his Sulphur lumber property and 
moved to what is now Draughon, Ark., where 
he bought a sawmull and engaged in the manu- 
facture of lumber. His mill had a capacity of 
seventy-five thousand feet. In the meantime he 
founded the town, and worked ardently for its 
Improvement and growth. The location of the 
village was desirable, it being on the Cotton Belt 
Railroad. 

In 1896 Mr. Draughon took up his residence 
in St. Louis, Mo., and engaged in the general 
commission business, under the title of the 
Draughon Commission Company, which con- 
tinued its successful career with him as president 
until he sold out in 1808. Still in search of the 
best possible conditions, he decided to identify 
himself with Oklahoma, and in 1898 located in 
Shawnee, and incorporated the Round Bale Cot- 
ten Company, which has sinee assumed such 
large and successful proportions. The plant in 


which the company conducts its affairs was con- 
structed in 1898, and in 1899 plants were built 
at Shawnee, Tecumseh, McLoud, Chandler and 


Stroud, Okla., and at Bristow, I. T. They are 
all large, and erected with a view to a constantly 


increasing capacity. The present capacity is 
thirty-five thousand bales during a season. In 
all the plants the American Cotton Company’s 
press is used, and steam is the power employed. 
The cotton is compressed and baled and shipped 
principally to St. Louis. 

Mr. Draughon has been twice married. The 
first Mrs. Draughon died in Texarkana, and left 
three children, of whom Mrs. Addie Gallagher 
is a graduate of Maryville Convent, South St. 
Louis, and lives in are Ark.; Alice is also a 
graduate of Maryville Convent, and is now Mrs. 
Peoples, of Oklahoma City; J. W. is secretary 
and treasurer of his father’s company. The sec- 
ond marriage of Mr. Draughon occurred in Cass 
county, and united him with Anna Northen, a 
native of Georgia. Of this union there are three 

children, Harris, Jack and Pearl. 

With social and fraternal organizations in 
Oklahoma and elsewhere Mr. Draughon is vari- 
ously interested. As a Mason he is interested 
at Waverly, Tenn., and at Texarkana, and he 
was made a Royal. Arch Mason at Huntingdon, 
Tenn., and is now with the Texarkana lodge 
He is also connected with the Knights Templar 
at Texarkana. In politics he is affliated with 
the Democratic party, but has never been an 
office-seeker. He was one of the organizers of 
the Commercial Club. At this writing he is vice- 
president of the Cotton Ginners’ Association of 
Texas, Indian Territory and Oklahoma. With 
his son, J.. W., he has recently purchased the 
plant of the S Shawnee Electric Light and Power 


‘Company. 


OSEPH P. FOUCART, a prominent archi- 
| tect and builder of Guthrie, was the first of 
his profession to locate in Oklahoma. He 
received excellent training in this line of work, 
which, with his long years of practical .experi- 
ence and his superior natural ability, places him 
in a high rank among the architects in the terri- 
tory, 
Mr. "Foucart ‘was 
and is the son of 
(Mater) Foucart. 


born in Arlon, Belgium 
John Pierre and ixatherine 
Te comes of a prominent 
French family, whose ancestry is traceable by 
the records facie to the year 1560, showing it 
to be an old patrician family of Curgies, near 
Valenciennes. Ilis grandfather, Domnick Tou- 
cart, who was born in Valenciennes, France, anc 
Was an agriculturist, served under Napoleon in 
the Treneh army, being the first non-commus- 
sioned officer of the One Hundred and ighth 
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Regiment of infantry. He served at Dresden 
in the Saxony-Russian campaign, and afterwards 
tock part in the battle of Waterloo, where his 
brother, John, a captain of the Fourth Hussars, 
was killed. He was born in 1780 and died in 
1864. John Pierre Foucart was born in Carig- 
nau, Ardennes, France, and was a farmer by oc- 
cupation. Removing to Belgium, he died there 
in 1890, aged seventy years. He married Kath- 
erine Mater, who was born in Beckerich, Bel- 
gium. Her father, Francois Joseph Mater, was 
born there in 1799, and was of French descent. 
Mrs. Foucart died in 1898, at the age of seventy 
years, leaving five children, of whom our subject 
is the oldest and the only one who located in this 
country. 

J. P. Foucart was born November 14, 1848, 
and received his early education at his native 
place. After completing his classical studies in 
the Royal Atheneum, at Arlon, he took a thor- 
ough course in a civil engineering and archi- 
tectural school of Ghent, from which he was 
graduated in 1865. For four years he was as- 
sistant engineer for a railroad in Belgium, and 
in 1869 went to the mines at Lonewy, France, 
as mining and civil engineer. At the breaking 
out of the Franco-Prussian war he en tered the 
Tenth Regiment of Artillery, Fifth Battery, of 
the French army, and served in the Franco- 
Prussian war. At the battle of Sedan he was 
taken prisoner, but made his escape on the fifth 
day, returning to Longwy. He was there a non- 
commissioned officer of the fortress until its 
surrender, January 23, 1871, when he was again 
taken prisoner. Three days later he made his 
escape to Belgium, where he remained until 
March, 1871. After the treaty of peace was 
signed, he ceed his regiment and was honor- 
ably discharged. 

In 1872 Mr. Foucart superintended the build- 
ing of the castle of Mr. Roussile, at Castle ot 
Viere, Belgitm, which was constructed at a 
cost of S400,000, and required two years’ time. 
In 1875 he entered the service of Mr. Govaerts. 
the private architect of the king of Belgium, and 
superintended the erection and arranging of the 
winter garden of the king at Lacken. He then 
superintended the building of the Grand Central 
hotel of Brussels, and, in 1877-1878, the court- 
house of Charteroi, Belgium, at a cost of $328,- 
ooo. In 1879 he superintended the erection of 
Pouhon at Spa, a watering place of Belgium, 
the cost of which was S80,000. ‘In 1880 he went 
to Paris as chief draughtsman for drawing the 
details and finishings of the new city hall of 
Paris, which cost $16,000,000, Later he engaged 
in business for himself as architect and super- 
intendent of building until 1888, when he came 
to America. After three months in Texas, he 
went to Kansas City, where he remained until 


AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


the opening of Oklahoma, settling.in Guthrie in 
June, 1889. He has since followed his profession 
here and has met with success, among the man. 
buildings erected by him being the follow: ne: 
Alva Normal School; Library Building; Agri- 
cultural and Mechanical College, at Stillwater; 
public school at Pawnee; the dormitory to the 
college at Kingfisher; Victor block; Lyon block, 
the finest in the city; Royal Hotel; the State. 
Capitol building, and other structures. He has 
his office in the Victor block, on the corner oi 
Harrison and Jirst streets. 

Mr. Foucart was married in France to Hen- 
rietta Jacques, who was born and died there. 
Two children were born to them: Pierre Julian, 
a pharmacist in Paris, France; and Mrs. Marie 
Julia Toyé, of St. Louis. Mr. Foucart was again 
married in Paris, in 1885, to Mary Philoméne 
Jacquart, née Coens widow of John Charles Jac- 
quart. During his residence in France, Mr. 
Foucart was made a Mason. He is also a mem- 
ber of the Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, Uni- 
form Rank, and the Order of Elks, of which he 
is secretary in the local lodge. In each of these 
orders, except the last named, he is a past offi- 
cer. He is a member of the Sons of. Hermann, 
the Guthrie Commercial Club, and the Guihric 
Gun Club. In politics he is a stanch Republican 
and was city engineer from August, 1898, until 
August, 1899, when he resigned. 


ILL TAYLOR HALES, one of the lead- 

ing citizens of Oklahoma City. and for- 

merly a member of the board of educa- 
tion, representing the fourth ward, has made 
his home here for the past decade. His influ- 
ence has been cast on the side of progress andl 
advancement along all lines, and, in conse- 
quence, he is highly esteemed by his associates 
and neighbors. 

Mr. Hales is a worthy scion of a fine old 
southern family. His grandfather, James Hales. 
was the owner and manager of a large plantation 
in Tennessee, whence he removed, in later life, 
to Arkansas, and there also engaged in agricul- 
ture. His son, Jesse, father of our subject, Was 
born on the old Tennessee homestead and ac- 
companied the parental family to Lawrence 
county, Ark. When he arrived at maturity he 
went to McDonough county, Mo., where he en- 
gaged extensively in farming and stock-raising 
until shortly before his death, nine years ago. 
Prior to the Civil war the conviction that stav- 
ery was a deep and deplorable evil fixed itself in 
his mind, and, though his father and 
owned slaves, he would not follow their ex: unple 
They eave their svinpathy and personal a i to 
the Confederacy when the war came on, bit lhe. 
with his eldest son, Anderson, enlisted in tl 
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same regiment of Missouri troops and fought 
throughout the war on the side of the Union. 
-The son departed this life in Missouri in 1893. 
The mother of our subject, Mrs. Martha J. 
Hales; daughter of Lemuel Beasley, was born 
in Lawrence county, Ark., where her father was 
a farmer, and she is yet living in Neosho, Mo. 
Five of her nine children have passed to the 
silent land, and the others all reside in Oklahoma 
City, namely: J. L., George, Will T., and Mrs. 
Hattie Johnson. 

The birth of W. T. Hales took place Decem- 
ber 8, 1867, on the parental homestead. near 
Neosho, Mo., and from his boyhood he has been 
interested in the live-stock business. He con- 
tinued to give his services to his father until 
he was twenty years of age, when he went to 
the zinc and lead mines of his own county, and 
met with success in his employment there. Hav- 
ing secured some capital, he decided to try his 
fortunes in the new territory of Oklahoma, and 
in March, 1890, came to Oklahoma City. He 
engaged in farming near this place for about a 
year, and gradually drifted into the stock busi- 
ness. At first he handled a few cattle, but more 
horses and mules, and now he is one of the larg- 
est dealers in the territory. At first he shipped 
them into this region from Missouri, Illinois and 
‘Kansas, but of late the tide has turned ‘the other 
way, and he now ships from the territory to the 
markets of Kansas City and St. Louis and peimts 
in the south. He owns two fine farms, one in 


this county and one in Pottawatomie county, be- 
sides which he has valuable city property. 
Mr. Hales was. united in marriage with Miss 


Oneta Burnsides, of an old and respected south- 
ern family, in this city. She was born in the 
Chickasaw Nation, I. T., and has spent her life 
in this portion of the Union. To the marriage 
of Mr. and Mrs. Hales a little daughter, Viva 
Oneta, has been born. 

In the Commercial Club, the leading club of 
this city, Mr. Hales is a popular member, and 
he also belongs to the, order of Red Men and 
the Masonic fraternity. In his political convic- 
tions he is an ardent Republican. Mrs. Hales 
is a member of the Christian Church, and is as 
popular with her friends and associates as her 
husband is with his own circle. 


D. SCARBOROUGH. 


As a representative 


of the highest and most reliable type. of 


American business men who have forged 
their way to the front by their own unaided 
efforts, and the exercise of their natural intelli- 
gence, good sense and ability, may be mentioned 
the name of J. D. Scarborough. Though prac- 

- tically a young man, he holds a position of trust 
and responsibility as president of the Bank of 


childhood of his 
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Waukomis, usually associated with those -of 
mature years and vast experience. 

In the spring of 1893, at the opening of the 
Cheyenne and Arapahoe reservations, Mr. Scar- 
borough cast his ‘lot with the early dwellers 
of Hennessey, and at the time there were but 
five hundred people there. His first venture in 
the new country was in the mercantile business, 
which he conducted for one year, or until 1895, 
after which he spent a year in Enid. In Jan- 
uary of 1899 he came to Waukomis, and bought 
out the banking business of L. P. King, and in- 
corporated for $5,000. He assumed the presi- 
dency, and took for a partner R. H. Drennan, 
of Hennessey, but, January 6, 1900, he bought 
out Mr. Drennan and became sole owner. He 
carries on a general banking business, with ex- 
change on Union National Bank, of Kansas 
City, and the Fourth National Bank, at Wichita, 
Kans. 

The years preceding Mr. Scarborough’s resi- 
dence in Waukomis were spent in various sec- 
tions .of-.the country.: _He.-was born near 
Columbus, Ga., and is a son of Frank Scar- 
borough, also a native of Georgia, and who 
settled’*in Texas ‘before’ the war. With the 
call to arms he enlisted in the Nineteenth 
Texas Regiment, and for valor on the field 
was given the commission of leutenant. The 
‘son, J. D., was a ionely 
one, for at the age of ten he lost both parents, 
and was thus early called to face a future devoid 
of the care and devotion of those who loved him 
best. He went to live with his grandparents in 
Georgia, with whom he lived until his eight- 
eenth year, at which time he returned to Texas, 
and worked on a farm for several years. In this 
way he saved enough money to supplement his 
education in the public schools by further in- 
struction at Little Rock, Ark., where he took a 
course at Bales Commercial College, graduating 
in 1884. Returning to Texas, he farmed until 
1886 on rented wild land, a spent the follow- 
ing five years in Columbus, Ga., Texas, and the 
Panhandle ee in sre work and farm- 
ing. He also engaged to some extent in spec- 
ulation and the mercantile business, terminating 
his efforts here in 1893, at which time he sought, 
with the vast army of others, to better his con- 
dition in Oklahoma. 

Mr. Scarborough has contributed his quota 
towards the upbuilding of the community, and 
is connected with the different enterprises for 
the development of its boundless resources. In 
1899 he built the building now occupied by 
the bank for conducting its large interests. Re- 
cently he embarked in the hog-raising industry, 
and expects at no distant day to have the finest 
hog ranch in the territory. Fraternally, he is 
associated with the Knights of Pythias and the 
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Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Hennes- 
sey. In the social life of Waukomis he is con- 
spicuously prominent, and his appreciation of 
the enjoyment of life is evinced in numerous 
refined ways, partially through the medium of a 
span of fine horses, which are often seen upon 
the streets of the town. 

July 26, 1900, Mr. Scarborough married Miss 
Bettie Duke, of Grayson county, Tex. 


OHN HENRY HUDELSON is one of the 
most successful farmers in Mustang town- 
ship, Oklahoma county. His association 
with the territory began in April of 1889, but 
he was not fortunate in securing a claim at the 
opening. June 7 of the same year he filed 
a claim to the northeast quarter of section 20, 
to which he moved his family in the fall, and 
which has since been his home. He at once 
began the improvement of his land, and put into 
practice the varied store of experience that he 
had acquired by practical application.. He is 
cee in general farming and in the raising of 
cattle, horses, swine and mules. His farm is 
fitted with all modern improvements and labor- 
saving devices, and there is an excellent or- 
chard, wherein are raised many kinds of fruit. 
A native of Missouri, born near Columbia, 
Mr. Hudelson is a son of Samuel H. and Jane 
F. (Phillips) Hudelson, natives, respectively, of 
Pennsylvania and Kentucky. The father was a 
farmer and carpenter, and one of the carly pio- 
neers of Boone county, Mo. The early life of 
John H. Hudelson was saddened by the loss oi 
both parents at a very early and thus he 
was much alone in the world, but found kind 
friends in his mother’s people, whe gave him a 
home and trained him to be a good farmer. 
July 4, 1855) Mr. Hudelson’s lot in life was 


age, 


brightened by his marriage with Virginia M. 
Armstead, a daughter of Frank and Martha 
(Faulkner) Armstead, of Cumberland county, 


Va. The Armstead family is of Enelish descent 


on the paternal side, and the mother’s fa:ily 
came originally from Germany, and were early 
settlers in Virginia. To Mr. and Mrs. Hudelson 
have been born five children: William A. is a 
contractor in Oklahoma City: Elza M. is a stock 
merchant, and in the general merchandise busi- 
ness in the Choctaw Nation; James <A. is de- 
ceased; John H. is living at home: and Samuel 
F., a carpenter by trade, is now residing with hts 
father. 

In 1859 Mr. Hudelson removed to Texas and 
bought a farm near Dallas, upon which he con- 
ducted general farming until the breaking out 
of the war. In 1862 he enlisted in Company Kk, 
Nineteenth Texas Cavalry, and served, all 
through the war. Tle had a leg broken by acci- 
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dent. After the cessation of hostilities he re- 
turned to his home in Texas, and continued the 
peaceful occupation of farming until the opening 
of Oklahoma. In 1872 he changed his location 
to Eastland, where he was engaged in raising 
stock, and was four years county surveyor. 
From the first of his residence here Mr. Hudel- 
son has displayed a commendable interest in all 
that pertains to the general upbuilding of the 
community, and as an enterprising and up-to- 
date farmer and citizen has won the respect and 
good-will of all who appreciate his many good 
qualities. He-.is greatly interested in the cause 
of education, and was president of ‘the first 
school board organized in Mustang township. 
In-politics a Democrat, he is active in all of the 
undertakings of his party, but has never had 
pohtical aspirations. With the religious affairs 
of the community he has ever been prominent, 
and contributes generously towards the main- 
tenance of the Christian Church. 


ZUR JEFFERSON HENTHORN. This 
sterling citizen of Oklahoma county has 
achieved more than a local reputation as a 


practical agriculturist and stock-raiser. Coming 
to this territory a few years ago, he has been 


closely associated with its upbuilding, ana 
keenly watches its progress, with pride and with 
unswerving faith in the brilliant future before 
our people. As the proprietor and editor of the 
“Home, Field and Forum,” which, without ques- 
tion, is the leading journal devoted to the inter- 
ests of farmers published in this territory, he is 
constantly adding to his laurels, and winning 
hosts of new friends. Though the paper was 
formerly published in Guthrie, the plant. was 
removed to Oklahoma City by its present owner, 
and during the short period of three years that 
it has been in his possession, the circulation has 
been increased over eighteen thousand, a re- 
markable showing. 

On the paternal side, Mr. 
Scotch descent, his grandfather, Robert Hen- 
thorn, having been a native of the iand of the 
thistle and heather. Vhe parents of our subject 
were Amos and Elizabeth (Sharp) Henthorn, 
the former a native of Indiana and the latter of 
Pennsylvania. Ata very early day Robert Hen- 
thorn went to the Hoosier state, where he ‘vas 
numbered among its founders. In 1844, when 
Towa was an infant in civilization and develop 
ment, Amos Henthorn cast in his lot with ber 
few inhabitants and improved a homestead. 
When he had reared his five sons and a dauch- 
ter to maturity, he concluded to join the tide 
of immigration setting towards the great west, 
and in 1872 became a settler in Kansas. Thougli 
the great grasshopper plague was at its worst 


Henthorn is of 
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in that state during the early years of the fam- 
ily’s residence there, they were not easily dis- 
couraged, and, so to speak, “weathered the gale,” 
and ultimately reached a secure haven of suc- 
cess. 

The birth of A. J. Henthorn occurred January 
25, 1858, near Trenton, Iowa. His carly years 
were spent at his birthplace in Iowa, whence, 
when in his sixteenth year, he removed to Kan- 
sas. About that time Wichita was one of the 
frontier towns, but was so unpromising a place 
that Mr. Henthorn declined an offer of a quar- 
ter-section of land (eee a mile and a half 
from the center of the village) in exchange for a 
team of mules, little dreaming that that very land 
would later sell for more than a million of dol- 
lars. About twenty-two years ago he pre-empted 
a farm in Cowley county, Kans., and for the next 
five years devoted himself assiduously to its 
improvement. The prospects of the state were 
then extremely flattering, and, seeing a good 
opportunity for amassing a fortune more speed- 
ily, he went to the town of Burden, Isans., and 
embarked in the real-estate business. Contin- 
ually making investments and buying and selling 
land extensively, he finally was worth between 
forty and fifty thousand dollars, but, like the 
breaking of a bubble, this wealth vanished by a 
sudden ‘depreciation in property values and the 
subsequent panic in financial circles. 

The brave spirit of his ancestors is not want- 
ing in Mr. Henthorn, and, after carefully con- 
sidering the situation, he resolved to locate in 
Oklahoma. Thoroughly investigating the coun- 
try, he decided to settlé in the vicinity of Okla- 
homa City, and this time fortune favored him, for 
though the claim which he chose, four miles 
west of the city, is very valuable valley land, no 
one contested his rights. He possessed small 
means with which to make needed improve- 
ments, but he diligently struggled along, doing 
as well as possible, and was ultimately rewarded 
with success. He made a specialty of breeding 
thoroughbred Poland-China swine, and disposed 
of them to the enterprising farmers of this re- 
gion. The $3,000 which he thus made, in the 
last year of his occupancy of that farm, he in- 
vested in four hundred acres of rich valley land, 
and, after making suitable improvements, has 
increased its value to its present rating of about 
$10,000. He also has loaned $10,000 at a fair 
interest, and recently sold part of his original 
homestead for $6,500. Desiring to be nearer 
Oklahoma City, in order that his sons might 
have better educational advantages, and because 
of his business interests, he then bought a home- 
stead near the city limits, and is making a mode! 
farm of the place. He is dealing largelv in 
thoroughbred swine and Tlereford cattle, and 
through his efforts the standard of the live stock 
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being raised in the territory has been elevated. 

The marriage of Mr. Henthorn and Miss D. 
C. Hennagir, daughter of Lorenzo Hennagir, 
a native of Canada, was celebrated in Iowa in 
1878. Seven children were born to this sterling 
couple, namely: Miles ]., James G., Samuel, 
Caton, Robert, Charles and Dewey. They are 
all at home, and are receiving excellent educa- 
tions, thus being qualified for the duties of citi- 
zenship. 


EK. LEHMAN. The substantial and pro- 

gressive business world of Shawnee is 

ably represented by Mr. Lehman, who, 
as manager of the Lehman Hardware & Imple- 
ment Company, has built a name and reputa- 
tion for himself by reason of honest and up-to- 
date business methods and firm adherence to 
the best interests of the people. 

The ancestry of the Lehman family is Ger- 
man, and they are first-heard of in America as 
residing in Pennsylvania. The paternal grand- 
father, Daniel, was born in Pennsylvania, and in 
later life removed to Ohio, where he conducted 
farming interests, and where he subsequently 
died. The father of G. E. Lehman, Samuei Leh- 
man, was born in Ohio, near Orrville, and as a 
future means of livelihood early learned the 
trade of tinner. In 1869 he went to Topeka, 
Kkans., where he had a brother-in-law, who was 
also a tinner, and with whom he went into 
business. In 1870 he changed his location to 
Newton, Kans., which was then but a siall 
town, and opened a tin-shop and hardware store. 
The prospects seemed bright, and he was soon 
joined by E. Wilcox. 

Their business affairs were conducted under 
the firm name of Wilcox & Lehman, and they 
did a large business in the tin manufacturing 
line, and in the sale of stoves and general hard- 


ware. With commendable enterprise, they also 
continued their Topeka store, which, in 1872, 
they removed to Hutchinson, Kans., and also 
started another store at Great Bend. In 1872 


the partners in these various concerns dissoived 
their association and divided up the profits, Mr. 
Lehman retaining the Newton store. His busi- 
ness grew apace, and to the or iginal stock lie 
added agricultural implements, and catered to a 
continually increasing trade. In time he was the 
largest dealer of the kind in the west, and did 
over a quarter of a million dollars worth of busi- 
ness ina year. From 1876 until 1882 the busi- 
ness was incorporated as the Lehman Hardware 
Company, with Mr. Lehman as president, and 
to meet the demands for stock and storage the 
Lehman block, 140x75 fect, was erected in the 
center of Newton. Tor the accommodation of 
buyers in different parts of the state they started 
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stores in Halstead, Kans.; Mound Ridge, Kans.; 
and in Hennessey, Okla., which have since been 
sold out. 

At the present time Mr. Lehman is the princi- 
pal owner in the hardware company, and is one 
of the most prominent men in his locality. His 
interests are of the varied and responsible nature 
usually courted by men of marked business abil- 
ity and capacity for the discharge of responsi- 
bility, and he represents the highest type of the 
successful western business man. Mr. Lehman 
is president of the First National Bank of New- 
ton, and among his other possessions are seycral 
farms, upon which he conducts large stock-rais- 
ing interests. He makes a specialty of standard- 
bred horses, and has some of the finest in the 
west. In February of 1898 he started a hard- 
ware store in Shawnee, which has from the first 
been successfully managed by his son, G. E. 
Lehman. -Mrs. Samuel Lehman was formerly 
Louise Glendenning, also born in Ohio. She 
is the mother of two children, of whom G. E. is 
the older, Neva E. being still at home. 

G. E. Lehman was born in Newton, Kans., 
August 5, 1874, and was educated in the pub- 
lic schools and Kemper Military Academy, at 
Boonville, Mo. During his two years of train- 
ing at this institution he was captain of a com- 
pany. His first business venture was under- 
taken in 1893, when he went to Hennessey at 
the opening, as a clerk in his father’s store in 
that place. After ten months at Hennessey he 
took a course in the commercial college, from 
which he was graduated in 1895. He then re- 
turned to Newton and for one year remained 
in his father’s store at- that place. and then 
served as bookkeeper of the [irst National Bank 
at Newton until 1898. Iebruary 3, 1898, he 
came to Shawnee, as manager of his father’s 
store here. He purchased a business block, to 
which he has later added until at the present 
time it is 40x1I40 feet in dimensions, and con- 
sists of two stores. He has also erected an iron. 
warehouse, 50x95 feet. The stock includes a 
full line of the Deering Harvester Company's 
harvesters, the John Decre implements, the 
Rushford wagons, and the Anchor and Lion 
buggies. In his chosen field of effort Mr. L.eh- 
man has bright prospects, for he is fortunately 
engaged in a line of trade for which there is an 
imperative and continually increasing demand 
He is a stockholder in the business. 

The marriage of Mr. Lehman and Lulu Clark 
occurred in Denver, Colo., July 20, 1808, and 
of this union there is one son, Samuel. Mrs. 
Lehman was born near Highland, Ill: Her 
father, Jabe Clark, also born in Hlinois, where 
he was for many years a successful farmer, at 
one time crossed the plains to [daho and spent 
three or four years in the mining districts of 
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that state. After his return to Illinois, in 1870, 
he removed to Newton, Kans., where he be- 
came a large railread contractor for the Santa 
Fe road, and in-company with Jack Covert built 
the western division of the Santa Fe. In 1880 
he settled in Denver, where he is living at the 
present time, engaged in his former occupation 
of contracting. His wife, Sallie (Mudge) Clark, 
was born in Illinois, and is of English and 
Trench descent, tracing her ancestry back to 
Mayflower fame, and her father, Solomon, was 
proprietor of the St. Charles Hotel in St. Louis, 
and later of the new St. Charles in New Or- 
leans. His death occurred at his country home 
in Illinois. To Mr. and Mrs. Clark were born 
six children: Nellie died in Denver; Susan is 
now Mrs. John D. Havens, of Denver; Lulu 
is the wife of Mr. Lehman; Hartley is in Alaska; 
Harry, in Denver, Colo.; and Blanche, at home. 
Mrs. Lehman was educated in Newton and Den- 
ver, and is a graduate of the Denver high 
school. Mr. and Mrs. Lehman are members oi 
the Presbyterian Church. He is a Republican 
in politics, and is one of the charter members 
of the Commercial Club. 


ILLIAM M. JONES, one of the ener- 
getic and successful business men oi 
Oklahoma City, has resided here for the 

past six.years, and has won an enviable reputa- 
tion as a citizen. He is a native of Van Buren 
county, Iowa, and his birth occurred May 20, 
1848. ‘He is a son of Alexander Jones, who was 
born in Wayne county, Ohio, and he, in turn, 
was a son of Oliver Jones, of Wales. The latter 
was an early settler and farmer in Wayne 
county, and when the Mexican war came on he 
enlisted and served until the close of that cam- 
paign. He returned to his old Ohio homestead, 
where he continued to dwell until his death. 

In his young manhood Alexander Jones re- 
moved to Van Buren county, and in 1850 he lo- 
cated. in Monroe county, Iowa. . Six years. later 
he went to Mills county, and in 1865 he took up 
his abode in Omaha, where he was employed -in 
the construction of the Union Pacific Railroad. 
In 1872 he engaged in stock business in Red 
Willow county, Neb. Subsequently he went into 
the livery business at Chadron, Neb., and still 
later he was engaged in the livery business at 
Custer, Wyo., at which place he died in T892,aged 
sixty-six. During the progress of the Civil war 
he oftered himself to his country, but his services 
were not then called into requisition. His 
wife, who bore the maiden name of Mary J. 
McCammon, was born in Illinois . Her parents 
were John and Elizabeth (TIughes) 4feCammon, 
natives of Scotland and Wales, respectively 
John McCammon settled in Hlinois at an early 
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PORTRAIT 


day, and made his home there until his death. 
He was a Whig in early days, and later was a 
stalwart Republican. Fraternally, he was con- 
nected with the Odd Fellows order. His widow, 
who died in Glenwood, Iowa; was, like himself, 
a devoted member of the Methodist i-piscopal 
Church. Mrs. Mary J. Jones was calied to the 
silent land while she was sojourning in Califor- 
nia, Whither she had gone in the hopes of benefit- 
ing; ner health: ““Ofulere children,,,three,.are 
daughters, and a son, Perry J., lives in Medford, 
Okla. 

In his youth our subject attended the public 
schools and on the home farm recetved thorough 
instruction in agriculture. In 1877 he went to 
the vicinity of Mankato, Jewell county, Kans., 
where he bought a quarter-section of land on 
the Rock Island railroad. In company with his 
uncle, John McCammon, he laid out the town 
of Otego on the railroad line, about seven miles 
west of Mankato, and subsequently he embarked 
in the livery business. He continued to devote 
his attention to that line, in connection with 
farming, until 1887, when he sold out, and, 
going to Chadron, Neb., bought a livery busi- 
ness there, and for three years conducted the 
same. In 1890 he located in McCook, Neb., 
where he was similarly employed for four years, 
when he came to Oklahoma Citv. Here he has 
been the proprietor of a fine livery ai Nos. 15 
and 17 Grand avenue. The barns, 50x14o feet 
in dimensions, are well equipped in every re- 
spect, and he commands the major portion of the 
local trade in his line. 

Mr. Jones has been a very active member of 
the Republican party. In 1899 he was nomi- 
nated to the city council from the fifth ward, 
and was elected by a majority of fifty-eight 
votes, the largest majority polled in the city. 
He is chairman of the committee on sanitary 
measures and belongs also to committees having 
in charge claims and public property. He is an 
ex-member of the county Republican commit- 
tee, and is influential in all local political affairs. 
Fraternally, he is identified with Oklahoma 
Mode No! Zoya Be GaircAcM: 


ILELPAM"SGHWEDES. Since. coming 

to Pond Creek in 1895, Mr. Schwedes 

has demonstrated many of the thrifty and 
substantial traits for which his countrymen are 
famous the world over. Born in Germany in 
1851, he is a son of John and Annie Schwedes, 
who were born in Germany and passed their 
vears of usefulness within the borders of the 
Fatherland. Their son, William, received an 
excellent home training, and in 1872 was united 
in marriage with Eliza Elenbureer. Being of 
an ambitious and far-seeing nature, and having 
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faith in the boundless possibilities of the land 
across the seas, he decided to try his fortunes 
in America. Upon arriving in the United States, 
in 1881, Mr. Schwedes located first in Baltimore, 
Md., arid engaged in various occupations for 
four months. «At the end of that time he de- 
cided to go farther west, and removed to Smith 
county, Kans., where he bought a farm, and for 
fourteen years engaged in general farming and 
stock-raising. 

In 1895 Mr. Schwedes, still in search of per- 
manently satisfactory conditions, came to Pond 
Creek, which has since been the scene of his suc- 
cessful enterprises. His first business venture 
was a bakery and restaurant, which he success- 
fully conducted for four years, when he bought 
out the barn and livery which at the present time 
he is managing. That he has been more than 
ordinarily successful is apparent from the accu- 
mulation of this world’s goods as represented 
by houses and lands. He is the possessor of the 
Hotel Royal and a residence just south of the 
same, built upon the northeast quarter of the 
block, and of a barn erected upon the southeast 
corner of the sante block. He also owns a drug 
store on Main street, which he rents, as well as 
the offices above the store. In addition, he is 
the owner of seven unimproved lots. On the 
first day of March, 1901, he will take entire 
charge of the Hotel Royal. While this has al- 
ways been a first-class house, after Mr. Schwedes 
assumes management the traveling public will 
have metropolitan accommodations. 

In politics Mr. Schwedes is independent and 
has no political aspirations. With his family he 
is a member of the Congregational Church, ancl 
interested in all of its undertakings. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Schwedes have been born three children, 
viz.: John, who was born in Germany, and who 
is twenty years of age; Henry, born in Nansas; 
and Annie, who was born in Kansas, and is liy- 
ing at home. 


eB ENRY R. MILLER. The record of a man 
| who has risen to a position of afiluence and 

honor in a community possesses much ot 
inspiration to the general public, and the younger 
generations cannot too often have impressed 
upon their minds that success rarely comes to 
any one who does not exercise indefatigable en- 
ergy and the best judgment of which he is ca- 
pable. Prosperity is the portion of those who 
are not afraid of hard, honest labor in early man- 
hood, for a fortune, like Rome, is not “built in 
a day,” and sooner or later it crowns the efforts 
of the deserving. In tracing the career of this 
worthy citizen of Britton township, Oklahoma 
county, many lessons may be gleaned, and we are 
elad to present the following facts in relation to 
him: 
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Rufus Miller, father of Henry R. Miller, was 
born in North Carolina, and when he was a lad 
of twelve years accompanied Lafayette Miller, 
his father, to Illinois. The family was of German 
extraction, and the virtues of the Teutonic race 
have been noticeable in every generation. They 
made a home on the prairies of Illinois, and when 
he reached maturity Rufus Miller commenced 
farming on a large scale. He owns three hun- 
dred acres of fine land, situated in Alexander 
‘county, [ll., and is considered an authority on 
the subject of agriculture in his community. He 
has been a stalwart Republican since he became 
a voter, and takes great interest in the welfare of 
his country and all worthy enterprises. His wife, 
who was Miss Julia Ann Casper, was born in 
Johnson county, Ill. Of their four children, 
Henry R. is the only resident of Oklahoma. 

The birth of H. R. Miller occurred in Wetaug, 
Pulaski county, IIl., September 24, 1861. In his 
youth he received liberal educational advantages 
and early mastered the details of farming. Then 
he engaged in business on his own account, and 
for eight years conducted a farm in Christian 
county. In September, 1891, he came to Okla- 
homa and bought the northeast quarter of sec- 
tion 21, Britton township, and four years later 
purchased the southeast quarter of the same 
section. In addition to this, he leases a quarter 
section of school land, and thus has four hun- 
dred and eighty acres under his care. Three 
hundred acres of this is under cultivation, wheat 
being his chief crop. He keeps a large number 
of Shorthorn cattle, horses and mules, and a 
large proportion of his income is derived from 
this source. A well kept orchard and vineyard 
contribute to his revenue, and the five hundred 
vines which he has planted are now producing a 
fine crop each season. Substantial buildings 
stand upon the place, and all of the numerous im- 
provements now to be seen here have been insti- 
tuted by the progressive owner. Within the last 
few years he has made his means, for at the time 
he came to this locality he had only three horses, 
and was, moreover, to some extent in debt, for 
financial reverses had been suffered by him, and 
he literally had to begin at the bottom rounds 
of the ladder leading to success. 

In all of the joys and sorrows which his ma- 
ture life has brought to him, Mr. Miller has 
found a true helpmate in his wife, whom he mar- 
ried in Hlinois in March, 1886. Her maiden 
name was Leona B. Martin, and her former 
home was in Christian county, Hl. Six children 


bless their union, namely: Fred, Ivo, Velma, 
Earl, Fern and Mervyn. 
For several years Mr. Miller has given his po- 


litical support to the Populist party. ‘Phe cause 
of education finds a sincere friend in him, and 
for six years he has acted as a member of the 


PORTRAIT: AND" BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


local school board. He is a member of the 
Methodist [Episcopal Church at Britton, and, be- 
sides being one of its trustees, is a valued worker 
in the Sunday-school. T*raternally he is asso- 
ciated with the Modern Woodmen of Ameyica. 
His word is considered as good as his bond, and 
in every relation of life he lives up‘to his high 
standards of right and duty. 


ILLIAM HIXSON, who has one of the 

best farms of Canadian county, resides 

on the northeast quarter of section 12, 
township 13, range 7 west, his postoffice being 
El Reno. 

Mr. Hixson was born in Fayette county, Ohio, 
April 21, 1831, and is a son of Reuben and Ma- 
tilda (Heath) Hixson, natives of Pennsylvania. 
He was reared on a farm in his native county 
and lived there until he was twenty-six years 
of age, meantime receiving a fair common- 
schooi education. At the age of twenty-three 
years he married Miss Ellen Barrett, who died 
in Cowley county, Kans. Four children were 
born to them: Alexina Florence, wite of Peter 
Snyder, of Coldwater, Kans., by whom she has 
four children; Minnie, deceased, who was the 
wite of William: Hamlin; George, who lives at 
home; and Katy, who married John Overocker, 
of Comanche county, Kans. 

When Mr. Hixson was twenty-six years old, 
he moved to Stark county, Ill., and bought 
eighty acres of wild land, which he proceeded 
to clear and improve. After a residence of 
seven years in that place he moved to Jasper 
county, Iowa, where he owned a farm of one 
hundred and forty acres, residing there for 
twelve years. His next removal was to Cowley 
county, Kans., where he lived on a farm for 
seven years. From there he moved to Sumner 
county, Kans., and remained about three years; 
thence he moved to Morton county, Kans., 
which continued to be his home untii he came 
to ONghoms He bought and improved five 
hundred and twenty acres of land there, but later 
traded for land in Texas. 

About seven years alter the 
wife, Mr. Hixson was married, in Morton 
county,- Kans., to Mrs. Sarah McKinney, nee 
Downs, who was born in Madison, Ind., and 
received a good education. By her first mar- 
riage, with John McKinney, she had a daughter, 
who became the wife of George Bound, of Tn- 
dianapolis, and died in that city. In 1889 Mr. 
Hixson came to Oklahoma and filed on his pres- 
ent claim. For a time he lived in Kingfisher, 
where he bought a lot, and while he carried on 
freighting, his wife took in washing and earned 
$12 a week. In the fall of T8809 he built a two 
room frame house, 12x20 feet, and they moverl 


death of his first 
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into it. Now he has the finest place in the 
township. Ele has an orchard of six acres, a 
good barn and other necessary outbuildings, 
though he had only a team and wagon and a 
few other traps when he came here. 

Mr. Hixson is independent in politics and has 
never sought political preferment. He and his 
wife are members of the Christian Church, al- 
though she was reared a Catholic. 


HARLES C. POTTENGER. In the Shaw- 
nee National Bank building is to be found 
the finest drug-store in Shawnee, and one 


of the best located and most thoroughly: 
equipped stores of the kind in Oklahoma. 


C. Pottenger, who is at the head of this 


establishment, is deservedly popular with the 
public, and)» by his uniform courtesy and 
desire to accommodate his customers and 


friends in general exemplifies one of the 
first principles of good citizenship. Sterling 
integrity and due regard for the rights of others 
also are numbered among his attributes, and, 
while the mere mention of this fact mav appear 
to a stranger as a trifle eulogistic, his business 
associates and fellow-citizens recognize it as bare 
justice. 

Born in Crawfordsville, Ind., November 8, 
1874, the youngest child of John and Elizabeth 
(Snyder) Pottenger, C. C. Pottenger was reared 
in his native place and in the neighborhood of 
Burlington, Kans. His father is a native of 
Eton, Preble county, Ohio, and throughout life 
has been a farmer. In 1885 he removed from 
Crawfordsville to Burlington, Kans... where he 
also operated a farm, and in 1892, locating in 
Chickasha, I. T., he and his two elder sons em- 
barked in their present business, that of hard- 
ware and implements. The wife and mother was 
born in Crawfordsville, where her parents were 
very early settlers. 

When eleven vears of age our subject went to 
Burlington, Kans., where he received much: of 
his education in the high school. In 1891 he 
began the study of pharmacy, and continued his 
residence in Burlington until 1894, when he went 
to Chickasha, I. T. In the fall of 1895 he located 
in Shawnee, becoming clerk for Mr. Remington, 
and in the following spring purchased a hali- 
interest in the business. In February, 
became the sole owner of the business, which 
was removed to its present beautiful quarters 
about four years ago. In 18908 the firm of Rem- 
ington & Pottenger opened another drug-store 
in Chandler, and continued to carry on the same 
until September, 1899, when the junior partner 
withdrew from the business. Since he has given 
his entire attention to his rapidly increasing trade 
here, doing a large wholesale as well as retail 
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business, and keeping a full line of drugs and 
sundries, paints and oils and wall paper. He 
makes a specialty of filling prescriptions, and is 
the assistant secretary of the Territorial Pharma- 
ceutical Association. One of the organizers of 
the Shawnee Club, he is a member of its board of 
directors. Politically he is athliated with the 
Democratic party. Initiated into Masonry in 
Shawnee Lodge No. 27, A. F. & A. M., he was 
raised to the Roy al Arch degree in Cyrus Chap- 
ter: Nos 7, Re AL Mai ok Ok Tahoma City: to the 
Knight Templar degree in Oklahoma Com- 
j 2, and also belongs to India Tem- 
ple, AN. .M.\S: 

In Chandler occurred the marriage of Mr. 
Pottenger and Miss Loa Hoffman, in 1899. A 
daughter of P. S. Hoffman, president of the 
Hoffman, Charles & Conklin Bank, of Chandler, 
she is a native of Kansas and possesses an ex- 
cellent education. She was graduated in the 
academy at Monticello, Ill., and is a iady of 
pleasing social qualities. 


RANT STEWART. 

and successful real-estate man in Shawnee, 

Mr. Stewart has been prominently con- 

nected with this promising town, and has con- 

tributed not a little to its material, moral and in- 

tellectual growth. To him is due a large amount 

of credit for the wise and judicious die ocuen of 

lands and for the interest which his own enthu- 

siasm and faith in his adopted town have inspired 
in others. 

A native of Blair, Washington county, Neb., 
Mr. Stewart was born February 14, 1864, and is 
a son of James S. Stewart, who was born in 
Louisville, Ny., in 1824. The paternal grand- 
father, George W., was born in Kentucky, and 
was of Scotch descent. He was a large land- 
owner in his native state, and subsequently, hav- 
ing freed his slaves in Kentucky; took up his 
abode on the Ohio river, in Indiana. He was a 
member of the Baptist Church, and died in In- 
diana. His son, James S.. was a farmer and 
stock-raiser, and in 1856 migrated to Washing- 
ton county, Neb., where he was one of the very 
early settlers. 

When Blair, Neb., was but a suggestion of its 
present prosperity, Mr. Stewart settled within its 
limits and entered the hardware business, witch 
engaged his attention until his retirement. Ile 
died in 1893. The history of Blair is closely in- 


As an enterprising 


terwoven with the most effectual of AMlr.-Stew- 
art’s efforts. His enormous farm, comprising 
one thousand and seventy acres of land, was 


partly located on the site of Blair, one hundred 
acres having been purchased from him for the 
erection of the citv. THe fostered every worthy 
enterprise for the growth and development of 
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the town and was one of the organizers of the 
First National Bank of Biair. He was an ardent 
supporter of the principles of the Republican 
party and was fraternally associated with the 
Masonic order. His capacity for work and his 
honest business methods resulted in the accumu- 
lation of wealth and an-enviable position in the 
esteem and affection of all who knew him. His 
wife, formerly Mary Hungate, was born in In- 
diana and came from an old Hoosier family. She 
became the mother of seven children, and died 
in 1890. Of her five living children, Grant Stew- 
art is the youngest. One son, J. H., is in Wag- 
oner, I. T., and is engaged in the merchandise 
business; E. A. is a traveling salesman out of 
St. Louis; and Thomas is living in Blair, Neb. 
Until his seventeenth year Grant Stewart lived 
on his father’s farm, and attended school in Blair 
When 
seventeen he started in to farm for himself on 
his father’s land, and succeeded in managing 
about one thousand and eighty acres. He turned 
his attention to general farming and stock-rais- 
ing, and raised very fine cattle and horses. He 
also fed and shipped cattle and hogs in all direc- 
tions. In 1893 the farm was sold and the estate 
settled. Mr. Stewart also owned a farm of his 


- OWN. a 


In 1897 Mr. Stewart located in Shawnee, hav- 
ing made the journey overland. He at once be- 
gan buying up lots and building residences, and 
has since been successiully engaged in the real- 
estate business. An added responsibility has 
been connected with the organization of the Cit- 
izens Bank of Holdenville, I. T., of which he is 
a stockholder. The general appearance of the 
town is added to by the substantial and com- 
fortable residence érected by Mr. Stewart. He 
was married in Blair, Neb., to Iris Byerley, born 
in Pennsylvania and reared in eastern Indiana. 
Her father, Daniel, was born in Pennsylvania 
and died in Iowa. In national politics Mr. Stew- 
art is a believer in the principles and issues of the 
Republican party. Fraternally he is associated 
with the Maccabees and the Masons. 


R: MICHAEL VANDERVOORT, a phy- 
sician in high standing and the oldest prac- 
titioner of medicine’in Guthrie, has had a 


very interesting career. He was engaged in 


mining in the west and in DBritish Columbia be- 
fore taking up his profession, and many exciting 
experiences befell him while roughing it on the 
frontier. He enjoys an extensive practice and is 
one of the most liighly esteemed residents of the 
city. 

Dr. Vandervoort was born in Clinton county, 
N. Y., August 24, 1840, and comes of Revolu- 
tionary stock. His grandfather, Paul Vander- 


voort, was born in Amsterdam, [Tolland, and 
was brought to this country by his father, Cor- 
nelius, who became a pioneer farmer of Am- 
sterdamjN. “Y... Paul», Vandervoort. served as 
captain in the Revolutionary war, and in the bat- 


tle of Bunker Hill was but a few feet from Gen- 


eral Warren when he fell, being one of those 
who caught him and gave him assistance. He 
served through the entire war and was wounded 
twice, once through the knee and again through 
the shoulder. The sword used by him in the 
battle of Bunker Hill is now in the possession of 
our subject. His vocation was that of a farmer. 
Peter Vandervoort, the father of the gentle- 
man whose name heads this sketch, was born in 
Johnstown, on the Mohawk river, in New York, 
and served as sergeant in the war of 1812, and 
among other engagements participated in the 
battle of Plattsburg. He made his home on a 
farm at Plattsburg until 1846, when he removed 
to Fond du Lac, Wis., and there improved a farm. 
He spent his last days at Millbank, S. D., where 
he died at the age of ninety years. When a 
young man he was converted and ‘became a 
member of the Methodist. Episcopal Church. 
He established the first congregation in Eden, 
Wis., and was a pioneer missionary miuister, 
preaching until he was eighty-five years old. In 
politics he was originally. a Whig, and later be- 
came a strong Abolitionist and R epublican. He 
was united in marriage with Maria Bartlett, who 
was born at Sandusky Bay, Ohio, in 1806, and 
died at the home of our subject March 5, 1890, 
aged ninety-three years. Her father, George 
Bartlett, was born in England and settled in Rut- 
land county, Vt., but later removed to Sandusky 
Bay, Ohio, where he was among the pioneer 
farmers. Seven children blessed this union, five 
of whom are now living, as oer Dr. Peter, 
a physician of Millbank, S. D.; Paul, a physician 
in Fond du Lac, Wis.; Cornel ius, a miner. of 
Montana; Dr. Michael, our subject; and Annie, 
a graduate of the Homeopathic Medical School 
of Detroit, who is now considered the finest phy- 
sician of Minneapolis. 
Michael Vandervoort was reared in New York 
until 1846, after which he lived on a farm in 
Wisconsin, receiving his education in the public 
schools and the Fond du Lac high school. In 
1860 he started on a Pike’s Peak excursion from 
Fond du Lac with four others. They had two 
yoke of oxen, and crossed the Mississippi river 
at Dundee, the Missouri river at Omaha, thence 
journeying across the plains to Denver, wheri 
they arrived July 4. Going to Blackhawk, thes 
engaged in mining at Russell Gulch for two 
years, with much success. In 1861 he followed 
the fortunes of Baker and went to New Mexico. 
but had a very dithcult time in getting back to 
civilization. Of tive hundred who went on the 
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expedition only about one-half of the number 
returned to civilization. He was with a party of 
twelve among the Navajoe Indians in New Mex- 
ico. Once they camped at Navajoe Rock at 
twelve o'clock in the night in a heavy rain, and 
at one o'clock they were fiercely attacked by the 
Indians. The fight was terrific and ended in a 
hand-to-hand encounter, in which the whites 
were successful. In 1862 he engaged in mining 
at California Gulch. A year later he caught the 
Montana mining fever and went there by team, 
experiencing much difficulty from the Indians, 
who killed several of the members of the expe- 
dition. Arriving at Bannock, Mont., he located 
a claim, which he subsequently sold and then 
went to Virginia City. Meeting with success he 
remained there until 1864, when he went to the 
Cotney mines in British Columbia. He was the 
first discoverer of gold there and found the fa- 
mous Cotney mines, which he and others oper- 
ated for six months before being discovered, 
and then the British Government levied such 
high taxes upon them that Dr, Vandervoort sold 
out at a big figure. He then returned to Vir- 
ginia City, Mont., and mined until the fall of 
1865, when he went back to Wisconsin. 

It had always been his desire to study medi- 
cine, and he had begun to do so, under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Patchen, of Fond du Lac, continuing 
for eighteen months before going west. Six 
months after returning to the east he entered the 
Hahnemann Medical College, of Chicago, from 
which he received his degree March 6, 1868. He 
began practicing in Fond du Lac, and remained 
there until 1874, then went to Walla Walla. 
Wash., where he continued for two years. Re- 
turning to Fond du Lac he practiced there un- 
til 1883, when he located in Clark, Clark county, 
S. D., and conducted a large cattle ranch, besides 
which he followed his profession. In 1889 he 
returned to Wisconsin to settle up his affairs, and 
on April 22 of that year located in Guthrie, ar- 
riving on the second train that entered Guthrie. 
Ile practiced medicine from the start, and is one 
of the most successful of his profession here, 
having a large general and surgical practice. 

In Byron, Wis.. Dr. Vandervoort was united 
in marriage with Lois J. Sweet, who was born 
there, being a daughter of Sumner Sweet, from 
Massachusetts. The doctor served one term as 
president of the Medical Examining Board of 
the Territory, and is a Republican in politics. 
He is a member of the Wisconsin Medical Insti- 


tute. T*raternally he is connected with Guthrie 
Leodee No, 2; Al. & A: M.: the Roval Arch 
Chapter; Guthrie Commandery No. 1. IW. TL, and 


the Knights of Pythias. Tle is eligible to mem- 
bership in the Sons of the Revolution and the 
Ifolland Society. Tis wife is a faithful member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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ILLIAM WHIPPLE) The latter-day de- 


scendant of the Whipple family, William 

Whipple, has led a lite as varied in its 
undertakings and as interestiug in its scope 
and nattré aS were those of his ancestors, who 
lived in Connecticut, and contributed with their 
ability and enterprise to the upbuilding of their 
respective communities. Worthy of mention is 
the fact that Mr. Whipple was born in the same 
year with Queen Victoria, to whose country his 
ancestors claimed allegiance, married the same 
year as Her Majesty, and his first child was born 
the same year that witnessed the birth of the 
Prince of Wales (now King Edward VIL). His 
early life was spent in his native town of New 
Conn., and his educational advantages 
were limited to a few months of winter school- 
ing in the district schools. When sufficiently 
developed, he learned the millwright’s trade, and 
became a general mechanic, but devoted most 
of his efforts to constructing in stone work, tak- 
ing large railroad contracts and employing as 
many as eighty men in the fulfilling of his con- 
tracts. 

In 1849 he sought the larger opportunities of . 
the west, and for five years lived in Illinois, 
where he applied his trade and worked at con- 
tracting. In 1854 he went to Iowa and settled 
in Adams county, nae he pre-empted a claim 
on government land, removing his family there 
in. 1854. For six a date after their arrival they 
were ‘the only family in Union township, and 
in the midst of these crude conditions and lonely 
surroundings they hewed their way to prosperity 
and a prominent place in the community. Dur- 
ing the thirty years of residence in Iowa, AIr. 
Whipple not only conducted lis large farm, but 
added to his revenue by working at his trade, 
and by contracting and building. In fact, it may 
be said that about all of the houses in the neigh- 
borhood were erected under his able manage- 
ment. 

In 1868 Mr. Whipple took a contract to repair 
the pier under the bridge near Des Moines City, 
fowa, the contract specifving that during the 
work traffic should continue uninterruptedly 
Iror this satisfactory work Mr. Whipple received 
extended mention and appreciation. The gold 
mining episode of Central City, Colo., found a 
willing adherent in Mr. Whipple, who) spent 
eighteen months on the ground, prospecting 
and building houses. Upon returning to Union 
township, he sold out his interests there. and 
removed to Creston, Union county, where he 
spent six vears, raising fruit upon ten acres of 
ground. Of this enterprise he made a decided 
success, especk lly in the line of strawberries, of 
Which he raised hundred and. twenty-five 
bushels a year; his blackberries brought him 
$300, his red raspberries $200, and the product 
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of the ten acres $650 or more. Ii connection 
with this, he worked somewhat at his trade, and 
also built several houses and rented them. While 
raising fruit near Creston, he met with an acci- 
dent, caused by a runaway team, which necessi- 
tated the amputation of his leg below the thigh. 
In 1886 a change of location was made, the 
place chosen being Rush county, Kans., where 
he bought four hundred and eighty acres of land 
and devoted himself to farming and stock-rais- 
ing. * “ 


April 22, 1889, Mr. Whipple sought to still. 


further improve his conditions, and, with his 
family, consisting of two sons and one daughter, 


made the run from the north line, each member: 


of the family securing claims adjoining, the 
father locating on the northwest quarter of sec- 
tion 24, township 10, range 6, Kingfisher county. 
Here, at the age of seventy years, this truly 
successful and enterprising man began again to 
round out a new set of circumstances, and the 
result is a finely improved farm, whereon is 
grown all that tends to the general comfort and 
convenience, and includes, among other im- 
.provements, a fine orchard. 


Mrs. Whipple was formerly Hannah Geer, a 


native of New London county, Conn., and of 
Ienglish descent. She is the mother of eleven chil- 
dren, six of whom are living. Louise is the wife of 
Dr. Mrasier;: Orrin P. lives in Canon City, 
Colo.; Orva L. is in Garfield county, Okla.; 
Oscar Y. lives in Hennessey; Della is the wife 
of W. H. Thorpe, and Ernest W., is in Hennes- 
sey. The Whipple family own over five hun- 
dred shares in the Farmers Milling Company, 
at Hennessey, and Oscar Y. is the leading stock- 
holder and one of the promoters of the project. 
The family wield a wide influence in the locality 
in a religious and educational sense, and are act- 
ive members of the Church of Christ in Christian 
Union. In politics AM[r. Whipple is identifed 
with the Republican party, and has been a mem- 
ber of the school board. He is a progressive 
man in the truest sense of the word, and inter- 


ested in all that pertains to the improvement of- 


his locality. Along the course of his active and 
successful! life he has made friends galore, who 
appreciate his many excellent traits of character 
and his devotion to the public and individual 
good. 

Mr. and Mrs. Whipple celebrated the sixtieth 
anniversary of their wedding on November 22, 
1900, 


AMES: LANGSTON: SIMPSON, 1a -thor- 
oughly representative farmer and stock- 
raiser of Crutcho township, Oklahoma 

county, comes of the honored old Sinipson fam- 
ily, which at a very carly period emigrated trom 
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Scotland to Kentucky, and in that state lad a 
county named for them. Our subject’s grand- 
father, James Simpson, was born in Simpson 
county, Ky., but removed to Missouri when it 
was considered one of the frontier states, and 
there followed farming and stock-raising excen- 
sively. He was a very earnest worker in the 
Missionary Baptist Church, and died, strong in 
the faith, when in his eighty-fourth year. 

Lorenzo D., the father of James L. Simpson, 
a native of the Blue Grass state, also occupied a 
distinctive place in the annals of the Missionary 
Baptist denomination in the west. He was act- 
ively associated with religious enterprises and 
held official positions in the church to which he 
belonged. He located in Missouri as early as 
1847, and remained in that state until 1872, when 
he removed to Dallas county, Tex., and there 
spent his remaining years, his death occurring in 
i807, when he was nearly seventy-eight years 
old. He was the owner of large estates, having 
eight hundred acres of fine land in Missouri and 
half a section of excellent land in Texas. He 
was extensively engaged in raising, selling and 
shipping cattle and mules, and in the Lone Star 
state made a specialty of raising fine horses. In 
his political convictions he was firm and un- 
shaken, and during the troublous days of the 
Civil war remained loyal to the Union, being 
strongly opposed to secession. He was a Demo- 
crat and fraternally was a Mason of the Roval 
Arch decree. 

Lerenzo 1D. Simpson chose for a wife Louisa 
I. Thompson, a native of Tennessee, who sur- 
vives him, and, though in her seventy-fitth vear, 
is well and enjoying life. She is making her 
licme at present with her son, Luther Simpson, 
a farmer of Rockwall county, Tex. Seven of the 
children of L. D. Simpson and wife grew to ma- 
turitv. Zephaniah, the eldest, who was in the 
Confederate army, was wounded in the battle at 
Hartwell, near Springfield, Mo., and afterward 
died in a hospital: Clementine, wife of Walter 
Wiheeler, ;drediin (Collin! county,’ Lex., 1/1873; 
Clinton lives on the old homestead in Missouri: 
Alphonzo, of Dallas county, Tex., was deputy 
sheriff in that county fifteen years; Newton 
makes his home in Rockwall county, Tex.; Lillie 
is the widow of Richard Griffin, and lives in 
Dallas, Vex. 

James Langston Simpson was born February 
18, 1845,.1n Henry county, Tenn., and grew to 
maturity on his father’s farm in Missouri. [Te 
was a youth of sixteen vears when he enlisted. 
in 1861, in Company B, Third Missouri Cav- 
alry, under Colonel Green, and he continued to 
serve in General Price’s division of the Contfed- 
erate army throughout the war. Tle accompa: 
nied that officer when he made his eclebrated 
and daring raid northward, and took part in 
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PORTRAIT AND 
niumerous important engagements, including the 
battle fought near Independence, and those of 
the Big and Little Blue. He was captured once, 
but by the exercise of his accustomed wit and 
bravery managed to make good his escape. The 
army life, so trying toa youth, as he was, never- 
theless rapidly dev ‘eloped his manly qualities, and 
his superior officers always knew that they could 
place the utmost dependence in him, no matter 
how dangerous or difficult the duty which they 
assigned hin. 

When he returned home at the close of the 
war Mr. Simpson had not yet attained his ma- 
jority, and, having felt the need of a better edu- 
cation, he attended school and the local acad- 
emy for a period of two years. In 1867 he em- 
barked in business for himself, buying mules 
and horses in Missouri and driving them into 
Tennessce, where he sold them. After making 
three of these trips he accompanied his father to 
Dallas county, Tex., and helped select the land 
where the senior man spent his last years. He 
aided in the management of this farm until 1872, 
when he went to the western part of the state and 
for two years farmed on his own account. He 
then located in Cook county, Tex., and engaged 
in stock-raising, later driving his herds into the 
Chickasaw ‘Indian Reservation, and finally tak- 
ing his family there. He was very prosperous. 
and it was not until four years ago that he moved 
his herds from that region. In 1889 he came 
into Oklahoma on the opening day and located 
his present claim on section 21, Crutcho town- 
ship. Three times has this claim been contested, 
but after fighting the matter in the courts about 
five years he succeeded in proving his ownership. 
Tle has placed one hundred and twenty-five acres 
under cultivation, has planted an orchard of five 
acres, and has, from the eighty to one hundred 
acres which he devotes to wheat, averaged from 
thirty to thirty-six and a half bushels to the acre, 
‘a record beating that of any other farmer in this 
township. Te owns fifteen hundred cattle. 
which are being pastured in Custer county, 
Okla., and makes a specialty of raising Short- 
horn cattle, high grade horses and Poland-China 
swine on his home place. He erected the first 
frame house on the Crutcho bottom lands, and 
since then, 1889, has made many improvements 
around the premises. 

In 1870 Mr. Simpson married Rhoda Ful- 
bright, who died in 1894 and left six children to 
mourn her Richard and William 1. are 
stock dealersvof Custer county, Okla.; Lone I". 
is at home; Bendetta married W. DB. 
Canadian county; Hattie is the wife of L. VF. 
Kramer, of Oklahoma City; and Detla is. at 
home. Tn i899 Mr. Simpson married Mrs. Eliza 
M. Tibbetts, who presides over their pleasant 
home with womanly grace and dignity. She is 


loss. 
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Tranklin, of- 
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a daughter of Hanson and Martha J. (Pierce) 
Britton, natives of Indiana and [linois, respect- 
ively, and was formerly the wife of William Tib- 
betts, of Homer, Ill, now deceased. Of her 
two children—Mamie C. and Georgia Alma— 
the younger died at the age of six weeks, and 
the elder is the wife of Alonzo Sullivan, of this 
territory. 


IF. BORT. Things apparently trivial in 
themselves really turn the tide of for- 
tune im men’s lives; and reverses, of 
more or less importance, often lead to a change 
of location, and to those who sought homes in 
Oklahoma at the opening, prosperity has almost 
invariably come. Thus when, on the 1st of May, 
1889, Mr. Bort stopped at Kingfisher on his way 
to Califérnia, the day was a memorable one in 
his career, for, after carefully investigating this 
region and weighing its advantages and prom- 
ises for the future, he decided to cast in his lot 
here. On the fifth day he purchased property in 
the city and at once began to deal in lumber, and 
thus is a pioneer merchant in this line. For two 
years the business was conducted under the 
name of the Michigan Lumber Company, but 
since 1891 Mr. Bort has been the sole owner and 
conducts the business under his name. By strict 
attention to the needs of his patrons and by ab- 
solute uprightness in all transactions he has won 
financial success, and at the same time has risen 
to a position of high esteem in the community. 
Turning to the history of the Bort family, we 
find that Mr. Bort’s great-grandfather was a 
native of Germany, and settled in New York at 
an carly day, afterward fighting loyally for his 
adopted country in the Revolutionary war. His 
son John was born on the homestead in Herki- 
mer county, N. Y., and died in his native county 
when four-score vears of age. John’s son, Wil- 
liam, was born in Herkimer county and learned 
the business of a landscape gardener. and nurs- 
ervman with the firm of Moody & Sons, of 
Lockport: NY.; whence, in1851, he:removed te 
Niles. Mich. For twenty-five years he was num- 
bered among the valued citizens of that place. 


where he followed his chosen calling shortly be- 
fore Ins, death, in, the. Centennial xvears,. His 
widow, who now resides in Oakland, Cal.. was 


Tydia Brickell; her father, Rev. Thomas Brick- 
ell,.settled on, a,farm near, Niles, Alich., in, an 
early period and did heroic service as an evan- 
eclist of the Missionary Baptist Church. 


One of four children, himself the only son, 
AN. TeaRort was born an Idackporty Noy. Alay 
7m LOLSsnane was neared. in Niles, Much. wliere 


he attended granunar and high schools. Subse- 
quent to his graduation he took a thorough 
commercial course in Mayhew College, Albion, 
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Mich. His father being his instructor, he learned 
the essentials of landscape gardening and the 
care of trees, following the business until 1871. 
Then, going to Charlotte, Mich.,-he entered the 
employ of J. W. H. Smith & Co., manufacturers 
of lumber and wooden handles. For two vears 
he acted as superintendent of the works, after 
which the plant was removed to Vandalia, Mich., 
and he was admitted to the firm. 

In 1881, when the death of Mr. Smith necessi- 
tated a change of ownership, Mr. Bort purchased 
the business and continued to manufacture lum- 
ber into useful wooden articles, including staves, 
barrel heads, handles and novelties. 
factory was transferred to \Wood county, Ohio, 
and seven years later the plant was destroyed by 
fire, this being the second disaster of the kind 
which had overtaken Mr. Bort in the business. 
Though he had met with marked success other- 
wise, it is not to be wondered at that he decided 
not to rebuild his factory. This, too, was an in- 
direct cause of his coming to Oklahoma, a step 
that he has never regretted. In addition to his 
local lumber yard he owns one at O’ Keene, 
Blaine county, Okla. He has built residence 
and business buildings here, among them being 
the Bort & Bennett building. In many material 
ways he has encouraged local undertakings tend- 
ing toward the permanent welfare of our people 
He was one of the organizers of the Kingfisher 
Hotel Company and is treasurer of the same. 

In addition to his other city enterprises Mr. 
Bort bought and improved three anced and 
twenty acres of land, situated about three miles 
northwest of Kingfisher. Altogether he owns 
six hundred and forty acres of good land. The 
fine orchard which he planted on his farm near 
Kingfisher is said to be one of the very best in 
the territory, and, for that reason, a picture of 
the place was printed in the government reports 
of this region. His early experience with nursery 
stock doubtless proved of great value to him. 
Among his two thousand trees he has made nu- 
merous innovations and materially improved the 
varicties. A commodious. farmhouse, substan- 
tial barns and other improvements add their due 
share to the value of the place. Mr. Bort is also 
known as a breeder of fine polled Durham cattle. 

Tor several years, under Governor Renfrow. 
Mr. Bort was a member of the board of regents 
of the Agricultural and Mechanical College at 
Stillwater, Okla., and this entitled him to mem- 
bership in the Territorial Live Stock Sanitary 
Board. Tn political creed he is a stanch Repub- 
lican. Religiously he is a Congregationalist and 
aided in organizing the Kingfisher Church. of 
which he is a trustee and served as the first Sun- 


day-school superintendent. — raternally he ts 
identified with the Odd Fellows. . 
Thevfirst mariage of Min ort wnited: him 


In 1880 the’ 
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with Miss Millie Smith, daughter of J. W. Smith, 
of Charlotte, Mich. She died, leaving four chil- 
dren: Mrs. Frances Noffsinger, wife of the 
county attorney of Kingfisher county; Tred, 
who is engaged in the hardware and implement 
business at Carwile, Okla.; Milo, who is studying 
law; and Anna, who is attending a college for 
young ladies at Aurora, Il. In Postoria: Ohio, 
Mr. Bort was united in marriage with Miss 

Addie H. Fall, who was born in that state. She 
died in November, 1899, leaving a son, Lloyd. 


HILIP VONDRAN. . This representative 
farmer of Mustang township, Oklahoma 
county, is a ‘native of Struth, Prussia; Ger- 

many, w here he was born January 29, 1842, and 
passed sixteen years of his life. “His father, Ja- 
cob Vondran, spent his entire life in Germany, 
and after his death the family decided to come to 
the United States. The widowed mother, Mrs. 
Mary Anna (Peck) Vondran, with her two sons 
and three daughters sailed to New Orleans, and, 
after making that long and wearisome voyage, 
they proceeded up the Mississippi river to Sin- 
sinawa, Grant county, Wis., where they resided 
several years. 

Tor three years after reaching Wisconsin 
Philip Vondran worked at whatever he could 
find to do, and attended school at intervals, in 
order to acquaint himself with the peculiarities 
of the English language. In 1860 he left home 
and went to Rabb’s Barns, Ark., where he ob- 
tained a position as teacher of the German lan- 
guage, but the outbreak of the Civil war ef- 
fectually put an end to educational work in that 
locality. He remained there, however, until the 
spring of 1863, when he went to Nebraska, and 
later to Missouri. Searching for any kind of 
employment whereby he might make his living 
honestly, at length he became a bookkeeper in a 
brewery at St. Joseph, Mo., and held the position 
three years. He then returned to Nebraska with 
the small capital which he had accumulated by 
strict economy, and, investing the amount in a 
farm, proceeded to cultivate the place. He met 
with success in his enterprise and provided well 
for his family. 

In March, 1890, Mr. Vondran came to Okla- 
farm on the southwest 
quarter of section 15, Mustang township, which 
he now owns, paying $550 to the original claim- 
ant. He makes a specialty of raising horses and 
cattle, and, as the climate is not very severe, finds 
that he can use his wheat-fields as pasture land 
during the winter season. At present he has 
large numbers of excellent horses and has no 
ditheulty in finding a market for them when he 
chooses to sell. A thrifty orchard and vinevard 
provide many varieties of fruit, and, with the in- 
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PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL 


dustry and watchfulness of his race, the propri- 
ctor of the farm attends to every detail, sparing 
no reasonable amount of labor and capital in its 
general improvement. 

In 1870 the marriage of Mr. Vondran and Miss 
Caroline Walter took place in Nebraska. She 
is a native of France, but was only a year old 
when she was brought to this country by her 
parents. Eight children born to our subject and 
wife lived to maturity, namely: Joseph, Bene- 
dict, Albert, “Philomena, ~ Lucy, Dora,’ Martha 
and Anna. The two elder sons are now engaged 
in earning their own livelihood, and Philomena, 
the eldest daughter, is the wife of Joseph Ma- 
jarus, a farmer of this county. 

Mr. Vondran adheres to the faith of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, and was very influential in 
the building of a fine house of worship in this 
community, also assisting in organizing a school 
here, of which he is a director. He is popular 
in his neighborhood, and was honored by being 
made one of the trustees of the township, in 
which capacity he has served four years. In po- 
litical affairs he is independent, voting as he hap- 
pens to see fit, regardless of party. 


W. PRESTON. As owner and manager of 

, the Preston nurseries in Kingfisher, Nir: 

Preston has met with the appreciation and 
patronage due so thorougn a student of horti- 
culture. To the carrying out of his truly inter- 
esting and agreeable work he applies a con- 
stantly increasing knowledge and exhaustive 
research, which places him in the front rank of 
those similarly engaged. 

Upon locating in Kingfisher in 1889, Mr. 
Preston was appointed the first clerk of the 
town, and made the first assessment. This was 
one of the results of the bill passed by con- 
eress, placing Oklahoma under the Nebraska 
statute, and providing for the organization of 
towns and cities. After eighteen months of serv- 
ice for the government, Mr. Preston became in- 
terested in the nursery business, representing 
the Fairbury (Neb.) nursery firm, but in 1893 
he launched upon an independent business 0% 
his own. His expectations were tardy of realiza- 
tion, owing to the non-adaptability of the soil, 
he having purchased eightv acres of land one 
mile north of Kingfisher. The drtiting sand 
played havoc with the growing sprouts, and, 
rather than risk further encroachments upon his 
time and success, he moved, in 1898, into the 
town of Kingfisher, one-half mile east of the 
postoffice and Jand office. This location on 
('nele John’s creek is all that could be desired, 
and here the first and one of the largest nurseries 
iW Oklahoma has since been successfully con- 
ducted. .\s an indication of the extent and va- 


on 


for his services as a preacher. 
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ricty of the stock in trade, it is only necessary 
to say that Mr. Preston has twenty-five acres 
of actual growing nursery stock. In 1900 he 
had forty- eight thousand apple eraits, fifty-cight 
bushels of peach pits planted, two hundred and 
ten thousand grape vines, and a corresponding 
amount of other trees and shrubs. To add to the 
interest and variety of the business, Mrs. Pres- 
ton has undertaken the study of floriculture, and 
in 1900 started the greenhouses, which yield 
about two thousand roses, 

The early life of Mr. Preston was of the un- 
eventful kind. On his father’s farm in Ohio, 
where he was born May 15, 1851, he was reared 
to agricultural pursuits, and educated in the 
district schools. When eighteen years of age 
he received a teacher's certificate and taught 
school for two terms. In 1870 he located in 
Linn county, Kans., near Mound City, and 
availed himself of the higher advantages of the 
Kansas State Normal School, paying for the 
same by teaching. 

The parents of Mr. Preston, William and Har- 
riet (Corp) Preston, were natives respectively 
of. Pennsylvania and Ohio. William Preston 
died when his son, J. W., was seven years old. 
He was a farmer, and an industrious and enter- 
prising man. His wife was a daughter of John 
Corp, a native of England, and a ‘cler: gyman of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. A farmer also, 
he became, upon arriving in this country, one 
of the early settlers in Ohio, where he accom- 
plished great good among the early pioneers, 
and started one of the first churches in the 
neighborhood. He was a missionary in the tru- 
est sense of the word, living from the revenue 
of his farm, and never accepting remuneration 
Fie avid in the 
first class graduated from Marietta College. Ohio, 
and died, after a life of usefulness aa self-sacri- 
fice, at the age of eighty-seven years. Mrs. 
Preston died when her son, J. W., was nine years 
of age, leaving, besides him, seven other chil- 
dren, who, when thus thrown upon their own 
resources bv the loss of father and mother, in- 
dustriously applicd themselves to cultivating the 
home farm, upon which they all lived until they 
had attained maturity. The paternal grandfather 
was one ‘of the very ‘earli i settlers of Ohio, 
locating near Columbus, on the Scioto sivet 
Of the children, two brothers, Benjamin and 
James, were in the Civil war; the former re- 
ceived wounds during the service, and after- 
wards moved to Dakota, where he was killed by 
the Incians; the latter, who survived the vicissi- 
tudes of war, is now residing at Chillicothe, Mo. 
The oldest sister, TTannah, Mrs. H. R. Flora, is 
living in Waynoka, Okla. A brother and sister 
are in Towa, and one sister is in Tennessee. 

In 1875 Mr. Preston returned to Linn county 
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752 PORTRAIT 
and engaged in farming and teaching until the 
spring of “1887, after which he went to the Pan- 
handle region, Texas, where he taught school 
for two years, or until April 22, 1889, when he 
took up his residence in Kingfisher. 

In Bates county, Mo., Mr. Preston married 
Ada A. Yoakam, of Iowa, and of this union 
there are eight children: Emily is now Mrs. 
Pemberton, of Craig, Okla.; Liniett is at home 
and is a school teacher; Corney O. is attending 
the Agricultural and Mechanical College, at 
Stillwater, Okla.; Mabel C. is a school teacher 
in the township; Ernest William is living with 
his father, as are Chester H., Washington Earl 
and Valentine. Mr. Preston is greatly interested 
in the cause of education, and has been a mem- 
ber of the board of education for four years. He 
is a Republican, but believes as does Bryan in 
regard to silver. Since fourteen years of age 
he has been identified with the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. As organizer and charter mem- 
ber of the congregation, and as secretary of the 
building committee, he rendered valuable serv- 
ice. He has wielded an extended influence upon 
the moral and religious growth of the town. 
Among his business interests, Mr. Preston ably 
fills the office of secretary and treasurer of the 
Southwestern Nurserymen’s Association, and 
he was one of the organizers of the same. He 
is also a member of the Territorial Agricultural, 
Horticultural and Irrigating Society. Frater- 
nally he is associated with the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen. 


G. CUTLIP. Among the professional 
men in Tecumseh none is held in higher 
repute than that successful exponent of 

the science of law, T. G. Cutlip. Like many an- 
other who has found in this wonderful territory 
of resource an appreciative field for the exer- 
cise of their ability and enterprising citizenship, 
Mr. Cutlip has unbounded confidence in the sur- 
rounding possibilities of his adopted location, 
the more so because it is a Mecea attained after 
the surmounting of many obstacles, and repre- 
sents a success attributable only to his own sterl- 
ing qualities of determination and force of char- 
acter. 

A native of Braxton county, Va., Mr. Cutlip 
was born February 27, 1856, and 1s a son of 
Perry S. and Roannah (Townsend) Cutlip. 
Though too young to personally participate in 
the struggle between the north and south, Mr. 
Cutlip has enduring memories of the stirring 
times of 1861-65 and the subsequent desolation 
of his family, owing to the loss of all they had in 
the world save the land ner which they had 
spent years of sacrifice and toil. In spite of the 
devastation wrought by war, the elder Cutlip 
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recognized the advantages of an excellent edu- 
cation for his son, and at the age of fourteen 
sent him to Glenville to attend the state normal 
school, from which he was graduated in 1876. 
His further education was the result of the ac- 
quirements of a fine intelligence, which permit- 
ted him to win a scolarship in the state university 
at Morgantown, which he entered in September, 
1876, and from which he graduated from the law 
department in 1877 He carried off first honors 
in the state oe mal and second honors in the 
university. 

The same year as his graduation Mr. Cutlip 
received substantial appreciation for his acquire- 
ments, and was elected county superintendent of 
schools. This position he ‘creditably filled until 
1879, when he resigned to go west, and located 
at Medicine Lodge, Barber county, Kans. Al- 
though having been admitted by examination to 
the bar of Braxton county, Va., August 18, 1878, 
Mr. Cutlip did not at once begin to practice his 
profession in Kansas, but went into the cattle 
business, which, for a time, held justifiably 
bright prospects. After seven years of activity 
on the Kansas plains a destructive storm demol- 
ished his property and he found himself minus 
$8,000 worth of cattle. 

May 6, 1886, Mr. Cutlip returned to his pro- 
fession as a surer means of revenue than an in- 
dustry at the mercy of Kansas storms, and at 
Kendall, Hamilton county, Kans., applied the 
principles of law until about 1889. There he 
became prominently identified with the best in- 
terests of the community, and practiced in the 
supreme court. The prospects for an indefinite 
residence, however, were not sufficiently allur- 
ing, and the newly opened and undeveloped 
Oklahoma territory seemed to hold superior in- 
ducements. 

April 22, 1889, Mr. Cutlip came on the train 
from Arkansas City and landed in Guthrie, on 
the second section of the train, and soon settled 
in Kingfisher, whither had gone many of his 
friends and acquaintances. In Kingfisher he 
worked up a satisfactory practice among man 
of the clients whose cases had been adjusted }\ 
him during his residence in Kansas, and after a 
time was prevailed upon, against his inclination, 
to become city attorney. After settling in |) 


cumseh, which has since been the field of lis 
efforts, he has also been city attorney, and ha~ 4 
large and continually increasing law practice. 
As a respite from the cares and responsibilities 
incident to professional life he has two large 
farms in Pottawatomie county, and is still, to 
some extent, interested in the cattle business. 
Tn ‘Tecumseh he owns a comfortable residence 


and also has other property in the town. — Ile 
entertains a keen personal interest in all that 
pertains to the upbuilding of his town, and has 
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been identified with many of the substantial cn- 
terprises.,which are pushing it ahead to a place of 
prominence among the cities of the territory. 
Politically he is a believer in the principles and 
issues of the Democratic party, and, though a 
worker in its cause, has ever held himself aioof 
from office-seeking. At Medicine Lodge, Nans., 
he became identified with the Knights of Pythias, 
passed all of the chairs, and later represented 
Kingfisher lodge in the Territorial Grand Lodge. 
He is still connected with the Kingfisher lodge. 

At Medicine Lodge, Kans., occurred the mar- 
riage of Mr. Cutlip and Susan Mills, a daughter 
of William C. and Hannah Mills. Of this union 
there have been three children: C. Guy was born 
in Barber county, Kans., on a ranch west of \[ed- 
icine Lodge, April 5, 1881; William C., born 
August 18, 1885, in Kendall, Hamilton county, 
Kans.; and Roy Lee, born at Medicine Lodge, 
Kans., in August of 1889. 


HARLES E. DENNIS has reason to be 

proud of the success which he has achieved 

in Perry, of which he is a pioneer business 
man, and one of the foremost in all progressive 
movements. Beginning in a humble manner, as 
most of our citizens were forced to do, he grad- 
ually worked his way upward, and now ranks 
high among the founders of this thriving little 
city. 

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Bat- 
son Dennis, was born near Louisville, Ky., and 
at an early period removed thence to Indiana, 
later to Bloomington, Ill., and in 1857 to a farm 
in the neighborhood of Seneca, cae Thus he 
was a pioneer of three of the leading states, 
which, in turn, were considered as on the west- 
ern frontier of advancing civilization. The ma- 
ternal grandfather of C. ‘E. Dennis, Elyah Huff, 
was born in the Hoosier state, thence went to 
Illinois, and spent his last years near Seneca. 
Kans., his age at death being eighty-one vears. 
He volunteered and fought in the war of I&12. 
and on two occasions was captured by Indians, 
but fortunately made his escape. 

The parents of our subject are B. J.and Nancy 
(Huff) Dennis, natives, respectively, of Indiana 
and Illinois. The mother, who was born and 
reared near Lawrenceville, Ill., is yet living. Two 
of their eight children died when young: Mary 
departed this life in Perry; John died in ‘Kansas, 
and W. G. was accidentally killed near Fort 
Scott January 13, r901. George F. and E. J. are 
in the grocery business in Perry. B. J. Dennis 
assisted in putting up the first house in Seneca, 
Nans., and for many years was a farmer of that 
locality. Tn April, 1897, he bought a claim situ- 
ated nine miles west of Perry and is still living 
on that place. During the Civil war he volun- 
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teered his services to the government three 
times, but each time was rejected on account of 
physical disability. 

Charles E. Dennis was born in Seneca, Kans., 
on Christmas Day, 1861, and was reared on a 
farm in that locality, there receiving a public 
school education. At eighteen vears of age he 
opened a barber shop at Oneida, Kans., and car- 
ried on that enterprise until he came to Perry, 
for a period also being financially interested in a 
nursery business. On September 16, 1893, he 
made the race to Noble county and staked out a 
lot in Perry, at the place where he now resides. 
l‘or two weeks he occupied a tent which he put 
up here, and in which he conducted a barber 
shop until he completed a frame building in 
Seventh street, near the public square. This 
structure remained in that location until January, 
1894, when it was removed to the present site 
of the Exchange Bank. 

Since 1895 Mr. Dennis has devoted his entire 
attention to the real-estate, loan and insurance 
business, and, indeed, from the date of his arrival 
here, he has been more or less occupied in deal- 
ing in local property. Three weeks after he. 
came to Perry he started to build a residence on 
the lot where he has dwelt for more than seven 
vears, and later he added other wings and im- 
provements to the house. His first partner was 
Mr. Pinkerton, the firm being known as the 
Banner Land Company. The business relations 
between the gentlemen were terminated by mu- 
tual consent two years ago, and on New Year's 
Day, 1899, the new firm of Hansen & Dennis 
commenced its sttccessful career. Mr. Dennis 
has handled large loans in Noble, Payne, Paw- 
nee, Logan, Garfield and Kay counties, lending 
money on farms and chattels and also dealing in 
town property. The firm is the largest and 
longest engaged in the insurance business here, 
representing sixteen of the leading companies. 
A branch office has been established at Billings, 
Noble county, and marked success is attending 
the partners’ efforts. Mr. Dennis is a director 
in the Noble County Bank, and is a member of 
the Commercial Club. He has built several resi- 
dences here besides his own, and yet retains 
some of them. 

In his political creed our subject has always 
been an active Democrat. For the past fifteen 
years, in Kansas and Oklahoma, he has served 
on the county central committees of Nemaha 
and Noble counties. In April, 1899, he was 

elected to represent the third ward in the Perry 
council, and is chairman of the street and alley 
committee and a member of the finance com- 
mittee. Fraternally he is connected with the 
Masonic lodge, Ancient Order of United Work- 
men, and is recorder and treasurer of the home 
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754 PORTRAIT 
In Oneida, Kans., Mr. Dennis married Emma 
3rown, a native of Cass county, Mo., and 
daughter of Samuel C. Brown, of West Virginia. 
Her paternal grandfather was a Virginian planter, 
and her father owned a good plantation in West 
Virginia prior to his removal to Cass county, 
Mo., where he was a pioneer farmer. In 1892 he 
settled in Perkins, Okla., and died at the home 
of our subject when in his eighty-fourth year. 
His widow, formerly Susan C. Bowen, lives with 
Mr. Dennis and is in her eightieth year. She is 
a daughter of James Bowen, and was born in 
West Virginia, in which state he died. Mrs. 
Dennis is one of nine children who grew to ma- 
turity, but three of the number are deceased. 
James V. is a farmer of Johnstcn county, Mo.; 
Michael A. is engaged in mining near Webb City, 
Mo., and George H. is in the transfer business 
in Missouri; Mrs. Lizzie Rice and Mrs. Alice 
Siegfield reside in Perkins and Perry, respect- 
ively. Mr. and Mrs. Dennis are the parents of 
two sons, Fred and Howard. 


B. GIVEN. As cashier of the Citizens 
Bank at Ponca, Kay county, Mr. Given has 
proved himself one of the most substantial, 
thorough and conservative business men of his 
city. These traits of mind and character, added 

to a strict integrity and all-around reliability, 
make him especially qualified for the position of 

trust which he so ably fills. 

A native of Olathe, Kans., Mr. Given was, 
nevertheless, reared and educated in Pennsylva- 
nia, graduating from the high school at Carlisle, 
and from the department of electrical engineer- 
ing at Lehigh University, South Bethlehem, Pa., 
from which latter institution he received the de- 
gree of B. S. Soon after leaving college Mr. 
Given selected Oklahoma as a possibly favored 
location for the future, and upon locating in 
Ponca at once became interested in the banking 
business. As one of the organizers of the Citi- 
zens Bank he owned about half of the capital 
stock, and at the start was made cashier, which 
position he still retains. 

At the time of the erection of the bank build- 
ing, on Grand avenue, Mr. Given superintended 
the construction, and is interested in the 
minutest detail connected with the running of 
the bank. Those who have profited by his ex- 
cellent business methods aver that in the length 
and breadth of the territory one would look in 
vain for a more trustworthy and honorable guar- 
dian of the people’s funds. 

In politics Mr. Given is affiliated with the Re- 
publican party and is interested in all of its un- 
dertakines and issues. Tle has never been an 
office-seeker, preferring to devote all of his time 
and attention to the affairs of the bank. At 
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present, however, he is city treasurer of Ponea 
tle is a member of the Oklahoma Bankers’ \s- 
sociation, and is otherwise identified with the 
affairs of his state and locality. Mr. Given is not 
married. 


OWARD M. HAMBLIN, M.D. England 
is the ancestral home of the Hamblin fam- 
ily, and the first members to realize the 

broader possibilities of a life in America crossed 
the seas in 1639 and settled at historic Plymouth, 
in-Massachusetts. About 1730 their descend- 
ants, going north, located in Portland, Me., and 
here they have since lived and guided their for-- 
tunes into prosperous channels. 

Dr. Hamblin was born in Portland, Me., in 
1850, and is a son of Joseph F. Hamblin, a na- 
tive of Gorham, Cumberland county, Me. Tis 
youth was spent in Wisconsin, whither his father 
had removed, and where he was engaged in gen- 
eral farming and in the lumber business. The 
education of H. M. was received in Minnesota, 
Keokuk, Iowa, and in St. Louis, and included, 
aside from a good common-school education, 
courses at Keokuk Medical College and the 
American Medical College at St. Louis. 

In 1875 Dr. Hamblin began the practice of 
medicine at Hamilton, Ill., removing aiter a time 
to Westboro, Mo., where he successfully con- 
ducted a large and lucrative practice for several 
years. In 1883 began a series of disturbances 
for the doctor, arising from his location on goy- 
ernment land in Iowa, which land was contested 
by the St. Paul and Sioux City Railroad and an 
English syndicate. The matter was long and 
bitterly dealt with and carried through all of the 
lower courts, finally being decided by the United 
States Supreme Court in 1895. Asa party to thie 
contest Dr. Hamblin was three years scttlers’ 
delegate to congress. In 1886, while the con- 
test was in progress, he was appointed Indian 
physician, and was stationed at Winnebago, 
Neb., until 1890.. At that time he moved to 
southern Kansas to await the opening of the 
Cherokee strip. Meantime he worked up quit 
a practice in Winfield. With the vast army of 
other home-seekers he made the run and locate! 


‘in Newkirk, securing a fine residence lot. 


Much of the doctor’s success in his c! 
profession arises from the fact that he leaves 
stone unturned which enables him to 
touch with the best progress of his wor 
parts of the world. T-very few years he makes « 


trip to eastern hospitals, and there studics the 
advancement along all lines and renews his in 
terest and enthusiasm for a calling in whieh he 
has attained so great a degree of success. [1 


T8o4 he organized the board of Uiited Stat 
he) 


Pension Examiners, at Newkirk, and was 
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first president of the board, holding the position 
until 1897, when he resigned. He has at times 
served as secretary of the state boards of Illinois. 
Indiana and Missouri. Though a Democrat, 
and interested in the undertakings of his party, 
he has never been an office-secker. Fraternally 
he is associated with the Masonic order, having 
joined the organization twenty years ago. At 
the present time he is medical examiner ior the 
Select Friends and for the National Aid Society. 

Mrs. Hamblin was formerly Julia A. Clark, 
and she is the mother of one son, who is attend- 
ing the college in Stillwater. 


SCAR: Y..WHIPPLE:, Upon coming to 
Sherman township, Kingfisher county, in 
1889, Mr. Whipple's sole worldly posses- 
sions were a team of horses and two cows. from 
this comparatively small beginning he has risen 
to a prominent place in the community, and is 
accounted the second largest stock-owner in the 
township. His well-managed claim is located on 
the northwest quarter of section 23, and upon it 
have been made all the improvements possible 
during the years of Mr. Whipple’s ownership. 
In company with a brother, Ernest, and a friend, 
George H. Yomans, he made the run from But- 
falo Springs on the famous 22d of April, and 
secured the claim upon which he has lived, at 
12:30 of the same day. The first summer some 
of the land was broken, and at the present time 
one hundred and twenty-three acres are under 
cultivation. His large interests have since neces- 
sitated the renting of other land, and he usually 
raises about two hundred acres of wheat, with 
an average of seventeen bushels to the acre. A 
good orchard is planted with a variety of fruit- 
bearing trees, and there is a vineyard that has 
more than exceeded the expectations of the 
owner. In 1893 was erected a comfortable and 
fine-appearing residence, and the barns and out- 
houses are commendably substantial. Mr. 
Whipple devotes all of his time to the bettering 
of his surroundings, and the results of his pa- 
tience and enlightened methods of conducting 
his enterprises have more than compensated for 
the trouble and hard work involved. 

Mr. Whipple was born in Adams county, lowa, 
in 1859, and is a son of William Whipple. Upon 
his father’s farm in Iowa he received his early 
training, and had more than the average oppor- 
ae for acquiring an education, studying at 

the Crescent high school and at the Iowa State 
University. Subsequently he made a practical 
application of the knowledge thus acquired and 
taught school for one term. In 1883 he went to 
South Dakota and engaged in general farming 
N Volk county for three and a half vears, going 
lence to Rush county, Kans., where he contin- 
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ued farming until the opening of Oklahoma. 
Among his other interests in the territory, Mr. 
Whipple owns, in partnership with his brother, 
EE. W.,a J. I. Case threshing machine, which has 
proved a source of revenue as well as a con- 
venience to the surrounding agriculturists. In 
the matter of politics he has taken active part, 
and is a believer in the principles advocated by 
the Populist party. Before the districts were or- 
ganized he became a member of the school 
board, and has held the position ever since, be- 
ing much interested in educational affairs. He 
was’also township clerk for two years. With his 
family he is a member of the Church of Christ 
in Christian Union, and takes an active part in 
all of the religious work of the locality. Since 
its organization he has been a teacher in the 
Sunday-school, and is one of the official board 
of trustees, as well as clerk. 

Mrs. Whipple was formerly Minnie J. Garret- 
son, of Iowa, and she is the mother of six chil- 
dren, viz.: Lillie, Waldo (deceased), Ethel, Ray, 
Eva and Paul. Mr. Whipple has investments in 
gold mines near Colorado Springs, and is a 
member of the Albion Ss Mining & Miiling 
Company, of Colorado Springs. He is also one 
of the largest owners sf the Farmers’ Milling 
Company, of Hennessey, and is secretary of the 
board of directors, also bookkeeper of the com- 
pany. 


OHN A. HANSEN. The career of this rep- 
resentative business man of Perry is one that 
mss the public with admiration. He 

literally has been the “architect of his own for- 
tunes,” for, beginning to fight the battle for a 
livelihood when he was only thirteen years of 
age, and possessed of few advantatyes, he stur- 
dily forged his way to the front ranks, winning 
the high regard of every one with whom he had 
dealings. 

Born in Chicago, Ill., January 29, 1860, J. A. 
Hansen is a son of O. and Marie (Tallofson) 
Hansen, natives of Norway, The father, who 
was a cabinet-maker by trade, came to America 
in 1865, and found employment in New York 
City and Chicago. In 1869 he went to Cedar- 
vale, Chautauqua county, Kans., and was the 
first permanent white settler in his township. 
I{e continued to operate a farm there for ten 
years, at the end of which time he opened a 
furniture store in Cedarvale and conducted the 
business for two years. In 1881 he embarked in 
the work of establishing Sunday-schools in Ian- 
sas, and devoted twelve years to that noble un- 
dertaking. For seven years or more he lived 
upon a farm in Sheridan county, Kans., but since 
January, 1900, he and his wife have made their 
home with our subject. Another of their sons, 
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758 PORDRAITT 
Thorval D., is a farmer of Noble county, and 
Hakon, the eldest, is engaged in business at 
Manhattan, Kans. The only daughter, Mrs. 
Amelia Foster, lives in Sheridan county, Kans. 
The parents are earnest members of the Presby- 
terian Church, and are loved and honored by all 
who know them. 

John A. Hansen was reared upon a Kansas 
farm and finished his elementary education in 
the schools of Cedarvale. At thirteen years of 
age he took a position in the Centralia (Kans.) 
State Bank as a messenger, and so faithfully 
performed his duties that he was soon promoted 
to a clerkship, and then became a bookkeeper 
in the institution. After spending five vears in 
the bank he went to Kansas City and accepted a 


position of general clerk of the Lombard In-. 


vestment Company, later was made the book- 
keeper, and then for two years was the firm’s 
cashier in the Omaha branch office. Assigned 
then to a similar position in a Texas office of 
the house, he remained there for a year, and 
then returned to Kansas City, where he was in 
charge of the insurance department of the com- 
pany until Noble county was about to be opened 
for settlement. Resigning his position Mr, Han- 
sen came to Perry and opened one of the first 
lumber yards here, continuing business as a 
member of the firm of Hansen & Nims until 
1895, when he sold out. 

In the autumn of 1894 Mr.. Hansen was the 
Republican nominee for the office of sheriff and 
was elected by a:good majority, leading the 
ticket. Thus the first elected sheriff of Noble 
county, he entered tipon his duties and held the 
position until January, 1897, when he declined to 
become a candidate again. Irom that time until 
the present he has been actively engaged in busi- 
ness, was appointed and acted as receiver of the 
First State Bank, of this city, and, after settling 
its affairs, bought Mr. Hudson’s insurance busi- 
ness. In January, 1899, the firm of Hansen & 
Dennis was formed, and together these gentle- 
men are conducting a large and increasing busi- 
ness, dealing in real estate, making loans on 
farms and chattels, making abstracts of titles and 
representing fifteen old-line insurance compa- 
nies. 

Mr. Hansen is an influential member of the 
Territorial Underwriters’ Association, and was 
appointed as adelegate to the national meeting of 
insurance agents at Milwaukee, Wis., August 3, 
1900. He belongs to the Perry Commercial 
Club and is a director in the Noble County Bank. 
He is a Knight of Pythias, and is a charter mem- 
bertonPemy Hodge Nomis ew, Fo & So Mot 
which he was worshipful master for two vears. 
He also holds an official position in the Perry 
Chi se rand belongs to Perry Commandery No. 
6, K. 1. Politically he is an ardent Republican, 
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and has served on the Noble county committee. 
He occupies a comfortable modern house, which 
he erected in the northwestern part of the city. 


RANK A. HUTTO was born in Tipton 
county, Ind., May 27, 1861. His father, 
Isaac N., is a native of Johnson county, 
Ind., and subsequently engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits in Tipton county until 1866. 


He then removed to Washington county, 
Kkans., and settled on the frontier, ten miles 
from Washington, on Joy creek. In order 


to secure the best possible educational advan- 
tages for his children he went, in 1880, to Man- 
hattan and engaged in the fruit-growing indus- 
try, and in 1892 took up his permanent residence 
in Stillwater, where he is retired from active par- 
ticipation in business affairs. During the Civil 
war he served with courage and distinction in 
Company I, Twenty-sixth Indiana Infantry as 
sergeant, until his discharge for physical disabil- 
itv. Two of his brothers, John and Wesley, 
were also in the Civil war, and gave up their 
lives for their country. Mr. Hutto is a member 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. Fraternally 
he is associated with the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, and his church relations are with 
the Methodist Episcopai denomination. His 
wife, formerly Mary Miller, was born in South 
Bend, Ind., and is a daughter of Alexander 
Miller, of the same county and state. Alexander 
Miller was a schoolmate of Colfax and a Meth- 
odist Episcopal minister, who settled in Kansas 
in 1862, living first in Marshall county, and later 
removing to Washington county. He was an 
earnest pioneer of the church to which his ef- 
forts belonged, and was also a farmer. He died 
at the age of seventy-eight years. The paternal 
great-grandfather Miller served in the war of 
1812, and was in the same regiment with the 
erandfather Hutto. His demise occurred in 
comparative early life, and his widow Jater mar- 
ried Rev. Charles Lamb, the noted Methodist 
[Episcopal minister. 

The Hutto family is first represented in \mer- 
ica by two brothers who came from Germany 
some time during the last century and located in 
South Carolina. They were Lutherans, and 
one of them, John by name, settled in Kentucky 
ir later years, after freeing his slaves in South 
Carolina. He served in the war of 1812, and 
died in his adopted state of Kentucky. His son, 
David, the grandfather of Frank A., was born 
in South Carolina, and located in Tipton county, 
Ind., then the great Indian reserve. There he 
established a home and reared his family, and 
eventually terminated his useful and enterprising 
existence. Ie served in tlhe war of 1812, and 
was in the battle of Tippecanoe. 
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Frank A. Hutto was one in a family of thir- 
teen children, six sons and five daugitters. Six 
sons and two daughters are now living , and of 
these, two sons and two daughters are ‘living in 
Oklahoma, and four sons are in Kansas. The 
early education of F. A. Hutto was acquired at 
the subscription schools and later at the public 
schools. In 1878 he entered Lane University, at 
Lecompton, Kans., and in 1879 taught school 
in Washington county. Entering the State Ag- 
ricultural College in 1880, at Manhattan, he was 
graduated in 1885, with the degree of B.S. In 
the meantime he had continued “his scHooi teach- 
ing during 1883-84, in Riley county. The year 
of his graduation Mr. Hutto was principal of 
the McPherson high school for one year, and 
then located in Topeka, Kans. Previous to re- 
moving to Manhattan, he had studied law with 
Joe Lowe, of Washington, and after going to To- 
peka continued his researches with the firm of 
Welsh, Lawrence & Welsh, and was admitted 
to the bar in 1887. 

Mr. Hutto was appointed by Governor Martin 
to organize the new county of Garfield, ana 
after making his report to the governor he lo- 
cated in Ravanna, Garfield county, and became 
its first county attorney. In 1889 he settled in 
Kingman, Kans., and practiced law until 1890, 
at which time he took up his permanent location 
near Stillwater. In 1889 he had located a claim 
of one hundred and sixty acres on Boomer 
creek, which has since been his home, and af- 
fords a valued relaxation from the worries and 
responsibilities incidental to his many sides and 
active life. At the first election of county offi- 
cers, Mr. Hutto was elected county attorney, and 
served during the term. In the fall of 1898 he 
was elected to the Fifth General Assembly, by 
a majority of two hundred and “bes one over 
the fusion candidate, and ran far ahead of his 
ticket. During the sittings of the assembly he 
Was prominently identified with many important 
committees, eJeven in all, including the commit- 
tee on elections, education, county and county 
lines, quarantine and industry. He was largely 
instrumental in securing the appropriation for 
the Agricultural and Mechanical College, the 
largest appropriation so far secured for any edu- 
cational institution in the territory. 

In 1898 Mr. Hutto was asked to assume 
charge of the newly created chair of history and 
political economy in the Agricultural and Me- 
chanical College, which position was accepted, 
and at the same time he was made librarian of 
the institution. In both of these capacities the 
officials of the college have had reason to con- 
gratulate themselves upon the wisdom of their 
choice. The library is in an especially flourish- 
Ine condition, and Will soon have over ten thou- 
sand volumes. 
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In Garfield county, Kans., occurred the marriage 
of Mr. Hutto and Lydia Arnold, who was born 
near Bloomington, Ill. Of this union there are 
two sons, Charles and Arnold. Aside from his 
duties in connection with the college, Mr. Hutto 
is greatly interested in the general educational 
facilities of the town, and has done much to 
improve the methods and opportunities. He is 
a member of the school board. Fraternally he 
is associated with the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, the Mac- 
cabees, and the Modern Woodmen of America. 
As a Republican he has been conspicuously iden- 
tified with the undertakings of his party, and 
was one of its organizers in the territory. From 
1892 until 1898 he served as chairman of the 
Republican county central committee, and later 
held the same position on the territorial com- 
mittee. He is a member of the Territorial Bar 
Association, and of the Board of Trade. In 1892 
he organized the Sons of Veterans in Stillwater. 
but the organization has since then ceased to 
exist. He belongs with the Presbyterian 
Church and is an elder of the same. It is dowbt- 
ful if any man in the city has more actively 
thrown his energies into the general improve- 
ment and upbuilding of his locality than has Mr. 
Hutto, and he is regarded as one of the town’s 
most enterprising and substantial citizens. 


EORGE A. MASTERS. Perry is excep- 
tionally fortunate in her fine class of busi- 
ness men, for, unquestionably, the stand- 

ing of a town depends upon the character of its 
commercial citizens. One of the original set- 
tlers of Perry, George A. Masters has been ac- 
tively associated in its upbuilding, and was one 
of its pioneer grain merchants. 

Born near Savannah, Ashland county, Ohio, 
October 14, 1854, our subject was reared upon 
a farm, and when less than nine vears of age 
was deprived of his father, whose life was a sac- 
rifice to his country. He bore the name of Alex- 
ander Masters, and, like his son, he was a native 
of Ashland county. His father, Nicholas Mas- 
ters, was born in Somerset, Pa., in which locality 
his parents located upon their arrival in this 
country, their native land being Holland. Nich- 
olas Masters was a pioneer in Ashland county, 
Ohio, and his son, Alexander, also passed the 
major portion of his life upon a farm there. 
When the Civil war came on, the latter enlisted 
in Company H’, Forty-second Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, and participated in some of the most 
important campaigns of the central southern 
states. While valiantly fighting in the siege of 
Vicksburg, he was killed, May 3, 1863. Upon 
his faithful wife devolved the arduous duty of 
rearing their three sons and daughter. She bore 
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760 PORTRAIT 
the maiden name of Jane Beymer, her father, 
George Beymer, also being of Holland-Dutch 
descent. He was born in Ohio, as also was 
his daughter, and her entire life was spent upon 
farms in that state. Scott A., brother of George 
A. Masters, resides in Perry, while John H. is a 
farmer in Ashland county, Ohio, and the sister, 
iMirs7 JnW Ree lives in Warren county, 
Towa. 

Uniil he was twenty-three years of age, 
George A. Masters lived upon the oid home- 
stead, where he had shouldered a large share 
of the responsibilities when alco Hecom- 
pléted his education in the Savannah Academy, 
and in 1879 he went to Gallion, Ohio, where he 
was employed in a pump and weil business for 
some time, later locating in Marengo, Ohio, 
where he was a hardware merchant until 1887. 
During the next six years he traveled in the 
interests of Aultman, Miller & Co., in southeast- 
ern Kansas, his home being in Garnett, Kans. 
In November, 1893, he came to Perry, and for 
nearly two years was in the employ of A. C. 
Hinde. Then, resigning, he turned his attention 
to the grain business, and for five and a hali 
years has been an extensive dealer. He was 
one of the first merchants who shipped any 
amount of grain from this place, and the capacity 
of the large elevator which he built 1s usually 
taxed to the utmost. It is situated on a switch 
railroad from the Santa Fe, on which line ship- 
ments are made to Kansas City and Galveston, 
Tex., and other points, north and south. Mr. 
Masters also ranks as the most extensive dealer 
in castor beans and broom corn in this section, 
and, perhaps, in the territory. He annually han- 
dles about sixty thousand bushels of castor beans 


and, besides, deals in garden, field and flower 
seeds. In 1900 he opened a branch grain station 


la., and his een is increasing 
at an astonishing rate. He belongs to the Okla- 
homa Grain Dealers’ Association. 

The marriage of Mr. Masters and Miss Tlattie 
FE. Hanna took place in Ashland county, Ohio, in 
September, 1877. She is a native of Crawford 
county, Ohio, and by her marriage is the mother 
of five sons, namely: Charles iC., who. is the 
manager of the branch station at Pawnee; Ralph 
B., Harry S., George Lee, and Lloyd. 

At present George A. Masters is a member of 
the city council, representing the fourth ward.and 
is chairman of the finance committee. Ile is 
serving his second term in this honorable body. 
and for some time has been connected with the 
Commercial Club, as well. At this writing he 1s 
chairman of the board of county commissioners. 
He is a Mason, connected with Perry Lodge No. 
15, A.F.& A. M.; Perry Chapter Nowrs, &. A 
M.; and Perry Commandery No. 6, kK. T. In 
the Knights of Pythias he is past chancellor of 


at Pawnee, Okl 
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his lodge. In political faith he is a zealous Re- 


publican. 


W. MAYGINNES, M. D., is one of the 

few in Oklahoma or elsewhere who have 

accomplished most of the ambitions to 
which they are by nature heir, Interwoven with 
his childish occupations and sports was the 
ever-present desire to be a luminous acquisition 
to the medical profession, which, perhaps, ap- 
pealed to him at this early stage as an all-around 
outlet for a superabundance of energy and vital- 
ity. The wisdom of these youthful imaginings 
has been more than justified, and to their pros- 
pective buoyancy has been unlooked-for success 
in other lines of activity, including the prestige 
and influence arising from his position in the 
community as director in two different banks, 
the National Bank of Stillwater and the Dank 
of Ripley. 

Of Scotch extraction on the paternal side, 
Dr. Mayginnes was born in Clinton, Henry 
county, Mo., April 29, 1856. The great-grand- 
father came from the north of Ireland, whither 
his Scottish ancestors had removed. He was 
called McGinnis, the original family name, and 
his son, Ahimaaze, the grandfather of Dr. N. W., 
and who was born in Pennsylvania, changed 
the spelling to the way now used by the latter- 
day descendants. The grandfather removed from 
Pennsylvania to Ohio, where he was engaged 
in agricultural pursuits, and where he died. The 
next in succession, Samuel by name, led a some- 
what eventful life, although engaged in the most 
peaceful of occupations, that of farming. He was 
the possessor of a farm. of four hundred acres 
near Clinton, Henry county, Mo., and the break- 
ing out of the war was the beginning of sorry 
times for him. Warned by members of the 
Confederacy that he had better take the oath 
of allegiance to the southern cause, an cath 
which he was determined never to swear to, he 
made his escape to Illinois under cover of the 
friendly darkness of night, and waited the com- 
ing of his family, remote frem threats or venge- 
ance. He had not long to wait, for the members 
of his household soon joined him, leaving behind 
them the valuable stock, horses, and farm imple- 
ments, which were irretrievably lost. The land 
was, of course, reclaimed after the cessation of 
hostilities. With little left of this world’s 
this courageous pioneer settled with his family 
in Christian county, Hl, near Taylorville, where 
he farmed for a couple of years. In 1863 he 
went to Olathe, Johnson county, by wagon, an 
here in Kansas enlisted in the Thirteenth Kansas 
State Militia, as captain of the company, and 
served on the border of eastern Wansas. Tle 
took part in Price’s raid, and fought until the 
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close of the war, after which he returned to his 
jormer home in Henry county, Mo., sold his 
farm, and located at Mound Valley, Labette 
county, Kans., where he took a claim for himself 
and his seven sons, of three hundred and twenty 
acres in extent, upon which he died in 1899, at 
the advanced age of cighty years. He was a 
Republican, a Universalist, and a man of great 
kindness of heart, from the promptings of w vhich 
he often suffered disappointments. Ever ready 
to do a favor, he lost much money through sign- 
ing security and other notes. 

The mother of Dr. Mayginnes was formerly 
Mary Stewart, a native of Ohio, and a daughiter 
of Era Stewart, who came at an early day from 
New England to Ohio. He was a farmer, and 
died in Ohio. Mrs. Mayginnes is now seventy- 
six years of age. She is the mother of eight 
children, of whom Ahimaaze is a iarmer in La- 
bette county, Kans.; Theseus is a stockman in 
the Cherokee strip; Cornelia, Mrs. Gross, is 
living in Los Angeles, Cal.; N. Walker forms 
the subject of this sketch; John S. is a farmer in 
Towa; Marvin O. is at the old home in Kansas; 
B. M. is a farmer near Oldham; and P. H., who 
is a graduate of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons at St. Louis, is now practicing medi- 
cine at Cushing, Okla. 

After his seventh year, Dr. Mayginnes was 
reared in Kansas, and was educated in the public 
schools. He later had a farm of his own, which 
he managed successfully, eventually engaging 
in the mercantile business at Mound Valley, 
Kans., for two years. Afterwards he sold out 
his interests and began the study of medicine 
with Dr. Gray, of Henry county, Mo. in 1881 
he entered the Unive rsity of Missouri Medical 
College, at Kansas City, and was graduated in 
1884, after the three vears’ course. In Mound 
Valley, Kans., he began the practice of ius pro- 
fession, and after a year went to Atlanta, Cowlev 
county, Kans., where he combined practice with 
the management of a drug store. In June of 
1891 he located in Stillwater and engaged in a 
eeneral practice. 

In order to keep in touch with the progress of 
the science of medicine in all parts of the world, 
Dr. Mayginnes entered the Post-Graduate Col- 
lege in New York City, from which he graduated 
in 1896. He was married in Mound Valley, 
Kans., to Flora A. Hall, a native of New York 
state, where she was educated at Claverack Col- 
lege. She was later engaged in educational work 
in New York. To Dr. and Mrs. Mayginnes have 
been born three children, Alpha, Arthur and 
Maryelva. 

In 1893 the doctor was appointed to the 
United States Pension Board of Examining Sur- 
eons, and was president of the board for four 
years, Since 1897 he has been secretary of the 
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same board. He is also examining physician 
for many of the old and reliable insurance com- 
panies, including the New York Life, New York 
Mutual, Equitable, and the Northwestern of Mil- 
waukee. He was also one of the organizers of 
the Territorial Medical Association, and is a 
member of the Alumni Association of the Uni- 
versity Medical College. In politics he 1s asso- 
ciated with the Republican party, and identified 
with all of its important undertakings. With his 
family, he is a devoted member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and a trustee in the same. 
In Stillwater he joined the Masonic fraternity, 
Lodge No. 6, and is also a member of St. John’s 
Commandery No. 4, K. T.; the Knights of 
Pythias, Ancient Order United Workmen, of 
which he is medical examiner, and holds the 
same position in the Woodmen of the World. 
Dr. Mayginnes is the highest type of a suc- 
cessful exponent of medical science, and a citi- 
zenof whom his adopted city is justly proud. His 
skill and erudition have won over to his side a 
large following, who appreciate his advanced and 
up-to-date methods of diagnosis and treatment. 


HARLES BINDING. The lovers of our 
grand republic take a special interest and 
pride in the brave boys who defended the 

Union and its fundamental principles in the 
stormy years of the Civil war, thus preserving 
it for a yet greater position among the nations 
of the world. Charles Binding, a representative 
business man of Hennessey, was a volunteer in 
Company B, Twenty-sixth Michigan Infantry, 
being mustered into the service at Jackson, 
Mich., December 11, 1862. Then he was sent 
to the front, and, with his regiment, partici- 
pated in several of the most important cam- 
paiyns of the war, serving upon many a dreadful 
battle-field, beginning with the seven days’ fight 
in the Wilderness and continuing at his post in 
all the battles which followed, until, in the diffi- 
cult operations at Petersburg, he received seri- 
ous injuries, and, owing to his disability, was 
mustered out in April, 1865, about thirty days 
only before his regiment finished its service. 
Fle made a record of which he has reason to be 
proud, and several years passed ere lie had re- 
gained his health and strength. 

The paternal grandfather of Charles Binding 
was an English farmer, and the latter's father. 
James Binding, was reared upon a homestead 
not far from the city of London. At twenty 
years of age he determined to become a citizen 
of the United States, and soon after his arrival 
upon these shores settled upon a farm in Liv- 
ingston county, N. Y. Later he went to Michi- 
gan, and, entering land near Mason. Ingham 
county, m 1835, commenced making improve 
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ments on the place. The farm, which he reduced 
to a high state of cultivation, he continued to 
operate until his death, and it is now owned by 
his two younger sons. His wife, who was Miss 
Grace: Stephens prior to their marriage, was a 
native of Belfast, Ireland. She departed this 
life at her Michigan home, and three of her ten 
children are deceased. 

Charles Binding, who was born May 10, 1841, 
and his brother, Kkichard, are the only members 
of the family in Oklahoma, both being citizens 
of Hennessey. They attended a primitive log 
schoolhouse, and obtained a knowledge of the 
common branches under difficulties, the children 
of that time and locality possessing few of the 
advantages which most American children now 
enjoy. For several years Charles Binding was 
engaged in farming in his native state, and Feb- 
ruary 2, 1870, came to the west. Locating a 
homestead on Coal creek, in the Solomon Val- 
ley, in Ottawa county, Kans., he developed a 
good farm, and owned the property for sixteen 
and a half years. Selling the place in the fall 
of 1886 he went to Bennington, and embarked 
in the implement business, and in 1888 he also 
established a furniture store in Minneapolis, 
Kans., which enterprise he. conducted about 
three years. 

In the fall of r891 Mr. Binding disposed of his 
business, and in the following March came to 
Hennessey, where he started the first furniture 
store in the place, and, in connection with it, 
opened the first regular undertaking establish- 
ment here. Later he admitted J. A. Felt to the 
firm, which was known as Binding & Felt until 
three years ago, when the senior partner again 
succeeded to the entire business. In February, 
1900, Mr. Binding disposed of his stock of fur- 
niture, and since has devoted himself to the 
undertaking business, in which he is well quali- 
fied to meet the wishes of the public. A charter 
member and ex-vice-president of the Oklahoma 
Funeral Directors’ Assoctation, and a graduate 
of the Massachusetts College of Embalming, of 
Boston, and also a graduate of the National 
School of Embalming, of St. Louis, he has few 
superiors in his profession in the west. Cen- 
trally located on Main street, he has beautifully 
fitted cabinet stock rooms and a pleasant office. 
I’or six years he also has been the local repre- 
sentative of the Estey pianos and organs, and 
several others of prominence, and 1s agent of the 
Wheeler & Wilson and New Home sewing ma- 
chines, 

Mr. Binding is an honored member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, being identified 
with the Hennessey post, and, in adsition to this, 
is an Odd Fellow and a member of the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen. Though the only 
Republican in his father’s family, fe has always 
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been an earnest believer in the policy of that 
party. In Bennington, Nans., he was a mem- 
ber of the city council for a period of two years; 
in Ottawa county was a school director, and was 
influential in the building of numerous schools 
there, and since coming to Hennessey served 
on the local board of education for three years 
and also was president of that body during the 
time of the erection of the Hennessey public 
school, and for two terms acted in the capacity 
of a councilman, 

In Solomon City, Mr. Binding married Miss 
Catharine B. Sickenger, a native of Newark, N. J. 
They lost one child, Amy, who died at the age 
of eight vears, and three children remain to 
them, namely: Orpha Maude; James Willis, 
who is a bookkeeper, and Charles Ross. Mr. 
and Mrs. Binding are members of the Daughters 
of Rebekah, and the latter was the first presi- 
dent of the general assembly of the order in 
Oklahoma. She also holds membership in the 
Baptist Church, and is very active in many good 
works. 


F y e 
is more worthy of mention than Dr. 


Robertson, who, though practically a new- 
comer, has succeeded in impressing his ability 
and worthiness upon the greater part of his lo- 
cality. 

From his northern home in Canada Dr. Rob- 
ertson brings many of the sterling traits of mind 
and character which we are wont to associate 
with the residents of that dominion of the queen. 
He received his education at Huntington Acad- 
emy, and McGill University, Montreal, from 
which latter institution he graduated in 1806. 
His first field of effort in the practice of his pro- 
fession was Junction City, Kans., in which lo- 
cality he remained for two years, removing to 
Ponca, Kay county, Okla., in 1808. 

Outside of his general practice, which em- 
braces the greater part of the town, Dr. Robert- 
son has received considerable outside recogni- 
tion, and been appointed examiner for the New 
York Life Insurance Company, the Mutual Life 
Insurance Company, and of other well-known 
companies. He is a member of the Ponca City 
Medical Association, and vice-president of the 
same. TIraternally, he has many interests, and 
is associated with the blue lodge, A. F. & A. AL; 
Royal Arch Chapter, the Consistory at Guthrie, 
and has taken the thirty-second degree. 

A portion of Dr. Robertson’s success is un- 
doubtedly due to the fact that he is pleased with 
the western country, and with his patrons and 
friends. He has entered enthusiastically into the 
habits and customs of his cosmopolitan sur- 
roundings, and has great faith in the possibilities 


A. T.. ROBERTSON, M.D: Among 


the professional men in Ponca, none 
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of the scarcely developed locality. While de- 
voting all his energies to an all-around medical 
practice, he yet t makes a specialty of surgery, 
and is continually studying to attain the highest 
science of his profession. He has won the con- 
fidence and appreciation of his fellow-townsmen 
by his skill in diagnosis and successful treatment 
of apparently hopeless cases, and is thus on the 
high read to an enduring place in the world of 
medical science. 


I RED SNIDER is one of the representa- 

tive business men of Ponca, Kay county. 

In his capacity as a real-estate, insurance 
and loan merchant, he has won the confidence 
and patronage of a large portion of the commu- 
nity, and is accounted one of the most reliable, 
progressive and enterprising of the later influx 
of residents. 

Upon determining to start out in the world 
for himself, Mr. Snider left his native city of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and located in Watertoo, Iowa, 
where he engaged in the drug business. In 
1874, four years later, his plans were materially 
altered owing to the necessity of seeking a 
change of location and surroundings cn account 
of failing health. He accordingly Jooked to the 
south as a possible recuperating ground, and 
removed to central Texas, where for severa! 
years he interested himself in real-estate and 
insurance, at Hico. He then engaged in the 
drug business at Dallas for a couple of years, 
eventually drifting to Ardmore, Chickasaw Na- 
tions b. LT. where he also engaged in the drug 
trade, and suffered a severe loss by being burned 
out in the fire of 1894. 

February 16, 1899, Mr. Snider permanently 
located in Ponca, and bane out the general 
insurance agency of [. Hutchins, which at 
the time was practically pee as a remunera- 
tive investment. The business has, however, 


under the able management of the present pro-. 


prietor, assumed proportions of activity exceed- 
ing the expectations of the most sanguine. Mr. 
Snider deals in all manner of real estate and 
farm and city loans, his premiums amounting 
to eight or ten thousand dollars a year. He has 
erected a comfortable and commodious home, 
which adds to the general appearance of the 
town, and has in many ways evinced a com- 
mendable pride and interest in all that pertains 
to the upbuilding of his town and county. 

In political affiliation Mr. Snider entertains 
exceedingly broad and liberal views, but usually 
votes the Democratic ticket. During his resi- 
dence in Hico, Tex., he served as mayor of the 
city for two terms, and declined to serve again. 
He has ever been prominently identified with the 
cause of education, and is a member of the board 
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of education of Ponca. Fraternally he is asso- 
ciated with the Knights of Pythias at Ponca, 
with the Odd Fellows, and with the Royai I‘ra- 
ternity at Minneapolis. 

In 1876 Mr. Snider was united in marriage 
with Mary E. Blossman, and of this union there 
is one child, Mabel F., who is the wife of Charles 
Ferris, of Ponca Reservation. 

Mr. Snider has recently taken into partner- 
ship Willis K. Moore, an attorney, and they 
have added law and collections to the business, 
and will also add life and accident insurance. 
The firm will now be known as The Snider- 
Moore Agency. 


A.SKAGGS. During the greater part of his 

mature life, J. A. Skages, of Shawnee, has 

been engaged in handling and shipping 
horses, and few are better judges of fine animals 
than he. For about six years he has conducted 
liveries in Shawnee, still dealing in fine horses, a 
number of which are always in his possession. 
Well known by the leading horsemen of this 
section of the west, a few pages from hus history 
will prove of interest to many. 

The Skaggs family is an old one in eastern 
Tennessee, and the grandfather of our subject, 
John Skaggs, was born on a pioneer farm of 
the state. Thence he removed to Monroe county, 
W. Va., and there occurred the birth of his son, 
James A., father of J. A. Skaggs, of this sketch. 
For a number of years the father carried on a 
farm near Salt Sulphur Springs, and spent his 
last years in the vicinity of Burlington, Jans. 
During the Civil war he served in the Twentv- 
first Virginia Cavalry, as a sergeant, and once 
was slightly wounded. His wife, Rebecea, who 
died in West Virginia, was a native of that 
state, as also was her father, Joseph L. Lively, a 
hero of the war of 1812. 

J. A. Skaggs, born in Monroe county, W. Va., 
February 27, 1852, is one of ten brothers and 
sisters, two of whom are deceased. His brother, 
James R., served ina Virginia artillery, company 
while the Civil war was in progress, and now 
lives in West Virginia. Two other brothers 
reside in Kansas, and three of the sisters are in 
Oklahoma. 

Living in the rural district of his native state, 
TAs Skagers had limited educational advantages, 
and in 1868 he settled in the vicinity of Des 
Moines, Iowa, where he was employed on a 
farm for three years. Subsequently he traveled 
for a year or more, and then, returning to West 
Virginia, he engaged in buying and shipping 
horses to North, and South Carolina and Vir- 
einia. In the Centennial vear he went to Bur- 
lington, Nans., and fora year carried on agricul- 
tural pursuits there, then removing to Fredonia, 
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same state, where he became an extensive dealer 
in cattle, aes to different markets. 

In February, 1 895, Mr. Skaggs came to Shaw- 
nee, and, erecting the first large building in the 
place, opened the Beard Street livery, sale and 
feed stable, which he managed for eighteen 
months. Then, selling out, he started another 
stable near his present place of business, after- 
wards removing to the well-known Union ave- 
nue barn. At the end of a year, he disposed of 
that enterprise, and located near the railroad, 
in what was called the Depot Livery barn, but 
this, too, he sold, and in the spring of 1900 built 
the largest and best-equipped livery in the city, 
it being 50x140 feet in dimensions. ‘The loca- 
tion, at the corner of Union and Seventh street, 
is central, and a point is made of meeting al! 
trains and transacting all kinds of transfer busi- 
ness. As one of the pioneers in his line, he com- 
mands a large share of the local custom, and, 
as he makes. a specialty of supplying travelers 
and salesmen with just what they desire in the 
way of roadsters and vehicles, he receives a 
liberal amount of atncide a Among 
the fine registered horses owned by him, special 
mention should be made of ‘ ‘Harry Oatman,” 
a scion of “Domineer” and “Red Wilkes,” and 
having a record of 2:29; “Symbol Hal,” a son of 
“Symboleer,” whose record is 2:09. Of the other 
registered horses owned by him, four fillies of 
“Phalis” and two of “Strangemore” are noted, 
and he also owns the standard-bred “Elayodord 
Reck,” 2:244; “Majie Hubard,” 2:244; “Nicho! 
Hazel” and “Shawnee Maid.” 

Though extensively interested financially in 
Shawnee real estate, Mr. Skaggs’ investments 
are not confined to this place, as he owns a 
valuable farm in West Virginia and fine business 
property in Ripley. His own home is consid- 
ered one of the handsomest residences in Shaw- 
nee. His wife, formerly Miss Smith, was born 
and reared in West Vi irginia, and there occurred 
their marriage. Politically, Mr. Skaggs is a 
Democrat. 


NDREW SHAW. During the period of his 

residence in Oklahoma county, Mr. Shaw 

was looked upon as one of the foremost 
farmers of Mustang township, but in 1900 he 
closed out his interests there and established 
his home on a farm one mile north of Yukon, 
Canadian county, where he now lives. A native 
of Indiana, in which state his parents, John and 
Susan (Campbell) Shaw, were early settlers, he 
passed his boyhood upon a farm, and grew to 


manhood in the home circle, in winch there 
were, altogether, seven brothers and sisters. The 
parents were natives of Delaware, and were 


highly respected in their community. 
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Andrew Shaw laid the foundation of a useful 
life when he was young, under the instructions 
of his father. Ile became a practical farmer, and 
continued to assist in the management of the 
home farm until his marriage. In 1378 he re- 
moved to Cowley county, Kans., and for several 
years carried on different farms in the same 
locality. When Oklahoma was opened, he made 
the race for a claim, but was unsuccessful and 
returned to Kansas. In the following July, how- 
ever, he purchased a farm situated three miles 
west of the corporate limits of Oklahoma City, 
buying out the original claimant. He com- 
menced making improvements, and had reduced 
affairs to a fine system, when, after three years, a 
contestant to the claim suddenly appeared upon 
the scene and started a suit, it being a plain at- 
tempt to swindle an honest man out oi his hard- 
earned possessions. Though put to considerable 
expense in defending his rights, he fortunately 
won the victory, as he deserved. Thus he ac- 
quired the right to two hundred acres of bottom 
land, of which he devoted about seventy acres 
to wheat, garnering excellent harvests in return 
for his labor. The property constantly increased 
in value under his judicious management and im- 
provements. His large orchard produced an 
abundance of fruit, and he made a specialty of 
raising cattle and hogs. .After some years on 
the farm he moved to Canadian county, where 
he is now improving a farm. 

In all of the joys and sorrows of his active 
life Mr. Shaw has found a true helpmate in his 
wife, formerly Miss Hannah Young. She was 
orphaned when she was a child, her parents, 
Joseph and Sarah Young, dying in Ohio. Six 
children blessed the marriage of our subject and 
wife, namely: Charles C., now living in the Chey- 
enne Nation; Joseph O., who is married and car- 
rying on a portion of his father’s farm in this 
township; John M., who is a oydent in the 
schools of Oklahoma City; Bert, Edward and 
Roy, who are on the home farm. 

Politically Mr. Shaw is a Democrat. He has 
served on the local school board, and meets his 
obligations as a patriot and voter. He is inter- 
ested in everything relating to progress, and is 
striving to give his children good educational ad- 
vantages, as he fully realizes the importance of 
practical training for life’s serious duties. 


READ WAYLAND TAYLOR was born 
in Lee county, Miss., June 26, 1860. His 
father, Samuel, was born in Amherst 

county, Va., aie his mother, Elizabeth, is a native 
of Greenville, S. C. The paternal grandfather, 
Samuel Taylor, was the nephew of President 
Zachary T avlor, and the maternal grandmother. 
Ann Marks Dozier, was of French descent, and 
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of distinguished ancestry. Many of the mem- 
bers of the Taylor family have distinguished 
themselves in their respective localities and oc- 
cupations, and fought with courage and distinc- 
tion in the Revolutionary war. 

When fourteen years of age, Samuel Taylor 
was taken by his family to southern Alabama, 
where he clerked in a general merchandise store, 
and later became a partner in the same concern. 
After his marriage he sold out his interest, and 
removed to Mississippi, and as a planter became 
a prominent member of the community. He 
seemed to have a particular aptitude for agricul- 
ture, and his ability in this direction received 
substantial recognition from his county, for at 
the state fair he was awarded the gold cup, in 
token of having the best improved and managed 
plantation in the state. In this manner he 
amassed a fortune, and at the outbreak of the 
war his property was valued at $100,000. For 
the service of his country at this critical time 
he equipped a regiment, and although in favor 
of the Union, he served as a Whig in the army 
of Virginia, in the belief that this course would 
best protect his possessions. During the war 
he lost the greater part of his property, and had 
but little money and land left after the cessation 
of hostilities. He terminated his useful and 
successful career in 1883, his wife having pre- 
ceded him. 

C. W. Taylor was one in a family of five sons 
and four daughters. He had excellent educa- 
tional opportunities, and graduated at the Van- 
derbilt University, at Nashville, Tenn. Having 
equipped himself for the profession of law, he 
practiced for three years at Tupelo, Miss., and 
while here wrote the charter for the town of 
Leighton, which he named, and of which he was 
appointed mayor by Governor Stone. He mar- 
ried, in Shannon, Miss., Bell Kidd, daughter of 
Capt. W. Kidd. Her mother was formerly Sarah 
Wallace, a lineal descendant of William Wallace, 
and of an old Virginia family. To Mr. and Mrs. 
‘Taylor has been born one son, William Hart- 
well, who is now eight years of age. 

After his marriage, Mr. Taylor removed to 
‘Pateans A. a, where he assumed charge of the 
insurance society known as the American DGenev- 
olent Association, of St. Louis. This position 
he filled with credit, attending to the affairs of 
the company in Oklahoma and the Indian Ter- 
ritory. Mr. Taylor is a man of exceptional force 
of character and determination. The amount 
of work accomplished by him exceeded that of 
any other representative in the United States 
or Canada, in which countries the organization 
does the largest business. Tis home is now 
in Wilburton, and he is accounted an admirable 
acquisition to the city of his adoption. At this 
writing he is traveling ie the Yukon Mill and 


AND BIOGRAPHICAL 


? 
RECORD Gt 769 
Grain Company. Mr. and Mrs. Taylor are prom- 
inent in religious circles, and are members, re- 
spectively, of the Church of England and the 


Methodist Episcopal Church. 
ie in Kingfisher county than any other cit- 

izen, resided in a commodious home on 
the northwest quarter of section 17, Grant town- 
ship. He was intimately connected with the up- 
building of the county for more than a decade, 
and was justly entitled to a place among the 
founders of this commonwealth. 

The ancestors of our subject were of German 
descent and were early settlers of Pennsylvania. 
His grandfather, Philip Smith, a hero of the 
Revolutionary war, moved from Pennsylvania, 
his native state, to Indiana in 1816 and cleared 
a farm in the wilderness. He became well-to-do 
for that period, owning four hundred acres of 
valuable land. He died at the advanced age of 
seventy-four years. The maternal grandiather, 
Samuel Haynes, also removed from the Key- 
stone state to Indiana in 1816, and there he was’ 
later numbered among the enterprising farmers 
of Washington county. 

D. A. Smith was one of the eleven children 
born to Philip and Rebecca (Haynes) Smith, 
who were natives of Pennsylvania. Six of the 
number are still living and five reside in Indiana. 
The birthplace of our subject was on the old 
homestead in Indiana, where he was born June 
28, 1837. There he grew to maturity, receiving 
a good common-school education. In 18s7, 
when he was twenty, he married, and for some 
years he carried on a farm comprising one hun- 
dred and sixteen acres. In 1868 he came west 
and purchased a farm in Brown county, Kans., 
and from that time until his removal to this ter- 
ritory was accounted one of the most enterpris- 
ing citizens of Washington township, 

Soon after the doors of Oklahoma 
opened to general settlement, Mr. Smith came 
to Kingfisher county and bought a farm, the 
deed to which was the first one made out in the 
county. His family joined him in August, 1893. 
and within a short time success crowned their 
united efforts. As good opportunities presented 
he invested in additional land, until he he owned, 
at the time of his death, July 22, to00, eight hun- 
dred acres in Grant township. He planted tiree 
hundred and twenty acres of wheat, and in 1899 
realized twenty-five bushels to the acre, on an 
average. From fifty to one hundred acres are 
devoted to the ratsing of oats, and a well-kept or- 
chard, comprising about two hundred trees, and 
a small vineyard are highly productive. Mr. 
Smith built a substantial house and barns and 
made many other improvements. Indeed, it is 


A. SMITH, who owned more farm lands 
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suid that he improved more land than any other 

man in this or neighboring townships, and he 

also dealt extensively in real estate and farm 

lands. 

l‘or years prominent in the Grange and Farm- 
ers’ Alliance in Kansas, Mr. Smith served in the 
office of Master Granger at one time, and was 
one of the promotets of the Kingfisher Farm- 
ers’ Grain levator. He served as a member of 
the local school board for some time, and his 
influence extended to all worthy enterprises. 
In politics he was a Populist, and while a resi- 
dent of Kansas he acted as a justice of the 
peace. 

June 28, 1857, Mr. Smith married Elizabeth 
Mayfield, of seas Seven children were born 
to them, namely: Wilber, now living in Cana- 
dian county; Charles, whose home is near 
Luther, a resident of this township; 
Alonzo, who is at home; Emma, wife of H. A. 
Price, a merchant of Everest, Kans.; Lydia A., 
wife -of E.. L...Weaver,.of Noble county, Okla:; 
and Cora, wife of Frank Jones, a farmer of this 
territory. Mr. Smith was a member of the 
church from the age of fifteen years, and con- 
tributed liberally to the support of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, with which he was iden- 
tified. In his death the church and community 
experienced a heavy loss. 


EORGE A. TODD. A pioneer of Okla- 

homa and of Perry, George A. Todd 

is one of our patriotic citizens whose 
names should find an honored place in local 
history. His paternal grandfather, Alexander 
Todd, a hero of the war of 1812 and of the Mex- 
ican war, was a remarkable man in many 
spects. He was a typical frontiersman, a great 
Indian fighter, and very fond of hunting. One 
of the pioneers of Columbiana county, Ohio, 
he spent the greater part of his long lite there, 
associated with its agricultural development. He 
lacked but a few months of reaching the century 
mark when his career drew to a close. 

The parents of our subject were John and 
Elizabeth (Eells) Todd, natives of Columbiana 
county, Ohio. The mother was a daughter of 
George Eells, also an early settler in the Buckeye 
state, and, like the Todds, of English descent. 
In 1858 John Vodd-removed with his family 
to Green county, Ind., where he carried on a 
farm for two vears, then returned to its native 
county, but for a number of years past has 
dwelt near Owensburg, Ind. He is in its sixty- 
third vear, and has survived his wife. who de- 
parted this life in Olio when about thirty-seven 


re- 


years old. ;Vheir) youngest. son, Tra J)., is an 
Tndiana farmer, while Trank \W. ts) stonilarly 
employed in Payne county, Okla. Mrs. Anna 
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M. Morgan, the only daughter, resides in Osage 
City, Kans. 

George A. Todd was born February 24, 1858. 
in the neighborhood of New Lisbon, Ohio, in 
which place he completed a high school course 
and then engaged in teaching in the vicinity. In 
1879 he came to the west, "and found employ- 
ment as a carpenter at Osage City, Kans., and 
later commenced contracting and building there 
I’or several vears he was the manager of a local 
lumber yard, owned by L. W. Brown, and be- 
caine thoroughly familiar with the demands of 
the trade. 

April 22, 1889, Mr. Todd went to Oklahoma 
City, and engaged in the lumber business, but 
in October of the same year became the gen- 
eral manager of the Guthrie business of T. M. 
Richardson Lumber Company, and continued to 
live there until Noble county was opened, when 
he was sent, as the representative of the same 
firm, to Perry, and conducted the yards at the 
corner of Sixth and B streets until the company 
sold out. 

From January, 1897, to January, 1898, George 
A. Todd served as a member of the Town Site 
Board, which had in charge the deeding of cer- 
tain town-sites: the northern part of Enid, at 
Jonesville; the northern part of Woodard, and 
the north, northeastern and western part of 
Perry. By act of congress this board was dis- 
banded at the end of 1897. Mr. Todd soon 
thereafter became the stiperintendent of the 
Perry Water, Light & Ice Company, to which 
he has since devoted his energy. The electric 
light plant is well equipped, and has a capacity 
of sixty are lights. The water-works are in fine 
running order, and the ice plant, which has a 
capacity of ten tons a day, supplies many of the 
leading families and business firms. Mr. Todd 
also owns the O. K. Coal Company, and deals 
in all kinds of coal and fuel, as well as building 
materials. 

One of the organizers of the Nobie County 
Bank, Mr. Todd continued his connection with 
the board of directors until 1900, when he dis- 
posed of lis stock. In the spring of 1804 he 
was appointed on the board of commissioners of 
Noble county, and owing to the efforts of that 
body, the county was placed upon a sound finan- 
cial basis. Ele has been a member of the city 
council and of the Commercial Club, doing ati 
within his power to promote the interests of 
this locality. In political faith he is a Demo- 


crat. F raternally, he belongs to Perry Lodge 
No: 15, A. F. & A. M.; to the local lodges of 
the Knights of Pvthias, the Modern Woodmen 


of America, the Woodmen of the Worid., and to 


the Guthrie lodge of the Ancient Order of 
United Workmen. 
In his native county, Mr. Todd marricd Miss 
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Maggie McPherson, also born in the county. 
They are the parents of four children, Hugh 
Harland, who is at present a student in the Alva 
Normal School; Ethel Elizabeth, Olive Matilda 
and Lora Viola, who are at home. The iamily 
attend the Perry Presbyterian Church, of whieh 
Mr. Todd has served as a trustee. 





N. WALKER, postmaster of Stillwater, 
Was appointed to his position of trust 
by President McKinley in 1898. It is 
needless to say that his services have given all- 
around satisfaction, and that he is more than 
ever firmly launched in the confidence and es- 
teem of his fellow-townsmien. 

A native of Jefferson county, Kans., where 
he was born April 22, 1868, Mr. Walker is a son 
of Harvey Walker, who was born in Pennsyl- 
vania, and, upon starting out in the world for 
himself, became a farmer in Ohio. In 1855 
he located in Kansas, and purchased new land 
in Jefferson county, which he developed, and 
upon which he lived until his death in Winches- 
ter, Kans., in 1899, at the age of seventy-nine 
years. His property, which amounted to three 
hundred and twenty acres, is still in the family 
He was a free-state man. The mother, Anna 
(Nelson) Walker, was born in Ireland, and after 
becoming an orphan while yet a child, she came 
to America, and was married to Mr. Walker in 
Pennsylvania. She is still living in Winchester 
and is seventy-four years of age. She is a de- 


voted member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and the mother of nine sons and two 


daughters, who are, with the exception of one 
son, all living, W. N. being the youngest. C. C. 
is cashier of the Payne County Bank, at Per- 
kins; C. D. is an attorney at Atchison; M. D. has 
a fruit farm at Atchison; M. L. is vice-president 
of the First National Bank at Stillwater: O. L. 
is the wife of William AIcKenney, of Winches- 
ter; FE: L. 1s a farmer at, Mulberry, Kans.; S..R. 
is a farmer near Stillwater; Anna B. is now Mrs. 
Stevenson, of Winchester; and H. MI. is a stock- 
man near Winchester, Kans. 

Until his twentieth year, W. N. Walker lived 
in his native county, and after receiving his 
education in the public schools, entered, in his 
fifteenth year, the Baker University, at Baldwin 
City, Kans. After three vears he went to the 
Atchison Business College, where he completed 
the course. In the fall of 1889 he sought the 
larger possibilities of the west, and spent four 
months in Denver, Colo., and, after a short time 
in Atchison, located for a year in Portland, Ore. 
In the spring of 1892 he took up his permanent 
location in Stillwater, and went into the mer- 
cantile business with his brother, M. L.. under 
the firm name of Walker Bros. Their place of 
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business was located on the corner of Main and 
lighth streets. At the opening of the strip in 
September of 1893, Mr. Walker made the run 
from the strip line and located on a claim six 
miles north of -Stillwater, which he improved, 
and then-sold in 1808. The same year occurred 
his appointment as postmaster, which position 
he has since held. 

After coming to Stillwater, Mr. Walker mar- 
ried Mary P. Ralston, a native of Kansas. ©/ 
this union there is one child, Harold Vheodore. 
My. Walker joined the Masonic fraternity No. 6, 
A. F. & A. M. In politics he is associated with 
the “Republican party and has been a delegate 
to various county and territorial conventions. 
He occupies an enviable place in the estimation 
of the community in which he resides, and is 
accounted one of Stillwater’s most enterprising 
and reliable citizens. 


B. THOMPSON. Though comparatively 
. speaking a young man, having been born 
in West Virginia in 1871, Mr. Thompson 
has already received the reward of conscientious 
application to business, and is accounted one of 
the most prominent and promising attorneys in 
kay county. 
Mr. Thompson recalls a youth fre 
‘entionality and somewhat given over to adven- 
oe undertakings. At the age of thirteen 
he had finished his education at the public 
schools and graduated from the high school, 
which training seemed to his expanding mind 
suthcient preparation for the future requirements 
of an independent existence. Neglecting the 
usual formalities incident to home leaving, this 
youthful scion of his father’s house departed, 
sans adieux or advice, for the glowing possibil- 
ities of the far west. With commendable enter- 
prise, he began to work on the farms of Ne- 
braska, and at such other occupations as came 
his way, keeping in touch the while with the 
happenings of the world, and inereasing his 
knowledge by reading and observation 
When old enough to assume the responsibil- 
itv, Mr. Thompson began to teach and 
in this way saved sufficient money to back up 
his determination to make a success aM his life, 
and to enter upon the study of law, for which 
he evinced particular inclination. In due time 
he entered the law department of the Nebraska 
University, and was-graduated from the same in 
the class of 1892. He began the practice of his 
profession in Creston, Neb., going thence to 
Ponca, of the same state, and practiced in the 
state, federal and superior courts. Tn March of 
WoO he formed a partnership with W. Te. Bar 
num, at Ponea, Nay county, Okla. and the firm 
has since conducted a general law business, 
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Ch 
being admitted to all the courts of the territory. 
Mr. Thompson is the organizer of the Ponca 


City Ice and Refrigerator Company, and is now 
seeking a franchise from the city for an electric 
light plant, with all prospects favorable. 

Aside from his professional duties, Mr. 
Thompson is variously interested in the affairs 
of his adopted town, and is prominent in the 
politics of his locality. As an ardent Republican 
he has been active in all the undertakings of 
his party, doing especially effective work during 
the campaigns. Fraternally, he 1s associated 
with the Masonic order, the Odd Fellows an 
the Woodmen of the World. In the estimation 
of all who are familiar with the incidents of his 
life, he is deserving of great credit for the suc- 
cess which has crowned his efforts, and for his 
ability to turn to good account opportunities 
that would to many seem entirely out of reach. 


| L. FOREHAND. One.of the best types 
of the frontiersman is found in H. L. 
Forehand, who for the past decade has 
made his home in Lexington. On the plains and 
prairies of the great southwest he experienced 
the vicissitudes of a frontier life, and from pov- 
erty gradually worked his way upward to a con- 
dition of affluence and esteem. The burdens of 
life fell upon his shoulders when he was a mere 
child, but he manfully met every responsibility, 
and, by indomitable spirit, conquered all obsta- 
cles in his pathway, ultimately meeting with the 
success which he richly deserved. 

A son of Blake Forehand, our subject was 
born in Tennessee sixty-two years ago, and in 
1849 accompanied his father to Travis county, 
Tex., where a settlement was made near Web- 
ber'sPrame: At the age “of thirteen, the lad 
went to Williamson county, same state, and there 
grew to manhood, with few advantages. He ob- 
tained a scanty education in the schools of his 
community, and has been largely dependent 
upon himself for everything which has contribu- 
ted to his success. All departments of agricul- 
ture and stock-raising were mastered by him 
when he was a comparativ ely young man, and at 
an early day he commenced de aling in cattle and 
horses. For many years he conducted two large 
ranches, aggregating seven hundred acres, and 
kept large herds of cattle and horses. Fully 
thirty-two years ago he commenced driving 
herds across the Indian Territory into Nansas, 
selling at Salina, usually. In following the old 
Shawnee trail, he passed over the site of Lex- 
ington, little thinking that a flourishing city 
would soon stand here, numbering him amoung 
its population. 

In 1890, having accumulated a conmtfortable 
fortune, Mr. Forehand retired from active bust- 
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ness life, and since that time has dwelt in Lex- 
ington. TIlere he has made investments m town 
and country property, and devotes much of lis 
time to looking after the same. He owns the 
old homestead in Williamson county, where his 
father dwelt for a score of years, and also owns 
and rents a good farm situated three miles north 
of Lexington. Two of the first brick buildings 
constructed in this city were put up by him, and 
he yet is the owner of two substantial business 
blocks on the main commercial street. All local 
affairs receive his attention, and, as he is actively 
interested in whatever tends toward the welfare 
of the community, he does everything within his 
power for the public good. For five years he 
served as a member of the city council, having 
been elected by his Democratic friends. He has 
always given his political support to the Demo- 
cratic party and rejoices in its triumphs. 

In 1865 Mr. Forehand married Miss Nancv 
M. Ashton, in Williamson county, Tex., and has 
found in her a true helpmate. They occupy a 
handsome modern residence, which was con- 
structed in the autumn of 1899 and is furnished 
in excellent taste. They have numerous friends 
here and elsewhere, and take genuine pleasure in 
entertaining them in their beautiful home. 


NDREW HUTCHIN. One of the founders 
A of Lexington, and for about twelve years 
one of the prosperous agriculturists and 
stock-raisers of Cleveland county, as well as a 
leading attorney-at-law, the subject of this article 
is entitled to a prominent place in the annals of 
this territory. He enjoys the honor of having 
been the first man in Cleveland county who tried 
a jury case, this event taking place at Noriman, 
the county seat. In 1891 he was elected county 
attorney, and two years later was favored with 
re-election to that important office. He was the 
nominee of the local Democratic party, and was 
an active worker in its ranks until recently, when 
he became affiliated with the Populists, and in 
the fall of 1900 was their candidate for the office 
of county attorney 
A native of DeWitt county, Ill, born in 1849, 
Myr, Hlutchin ts a worthy representative of a sterl- 
His father, John 
Hutchin, was a well-to-do farmer and = stock- 
raiser, highly respected in his community, and 
his mother was Miss Elizabeth Proud in her girl- 
hood. Reared in the usual pursuits of a country 
lad, Andrew laid the foundations of a good con- 
stitution and a successful future. In his boyhood 
he attended the “little red schoolhouse” of the 
period, and later took up the study of law. Fle 
lived until he reached his majority in’ Hlinots, 
and received his higher education in Knox Col- 
lege, A quarter of a century ago he was admit- 
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PORTRAIT 
ted to the bar, and initiated his legal career in 
Clinton, Ill., the town which had known him 
from his early years. 

In 1879 Mr. Hutchin determined to try his for- 
tunes in the growing west, and for the following 
decade lived and labored as a professional man at 
Wellington, Kans. When Oklahoma was opened 
to settlement he made the race and bought a 
claim adjoining the present town of Lexington. 
Here he has dwelt ever since, and, by well ap- 
plied energy, has developed a beautiful home- 
stead. His orchards supply him with a large va- 
riety of fruit, and all of the improvements which 
may be seen on the place are substantial and 
sensible. The owner makes a specialty of raising 
fine Jersey cattle and is successful in nearly ali of 
his enterprises. 

Educational affairs, as well as all public mat- 
ters of progress, receive a due share of his atten- 
tion, and for some time he was a director of the 
school board of Lexington. In Hlinois he was 
an active member of the Odd Fellows order, and 
he still retains his membership in the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen and in the Woodmen 
of the World. He has found it a beneficial plan 
to seek in country pursuits the relaxation which 
professional men really need, and, by systematic 
arrangement of his duties, does not allow any 
conflict in the two occupations. In all of his joys 
and sorrows he finds a true helpmate in his wife, 
formerly Miss Mattie Burke, who was united in 
marriage to him in 1895. 


HARLES H/ KELLER. Among the most 
progressive farmers and stock-raisers of 
Crutcho township, Oklahoma county, 
stands Charles H. Keller, a public-spirited citi- 
zen, highly esteemed by all who know him. He 
is faithful to every duty of citizenship, is a stanch 
and trusted friend and neighbor, and is actuated 
by noble principles in his daily life. His record 
is that of a man of honor, and to his posterity he 
will leave a name of which they may be proud. 
The father of our subject, Capt. Abraham D. 
Keller, was a native of Kentucky, and at an early 
day removed to Illinois, where he was engaged 
in farming for a number of years. Later he em- 
barked in the hardware business at Mattoon, 
Ill., and became well-to-do and influential as a 
citizen. At the first call for troops to defend the 
Union he enlisted in the Thirty-second Regi- 
ment of Illinois Volunteers, and served for three 
vears. Fora time he held the rank of first lieu- 
tenant of his company, but subsequently he rose 
to the captaincy, and won new honors and com- 
mendation in every campaign in which he par- 
ticipated. At the battle of TTatchie, Miss., he 
received a wound which did not prove very se- 
rious, and with that exception he was fortunate 
36 
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in escaping injuries, for which his daring fre- 
quently made him a special mark. Tor several 
years he held the appointment of head usher in 
the senate chamber of the Illinois capitol, and 
thus came into personal relations with many of 
the leading statesmen and prominent men of 
that day and section of the west. Though now 
cighty-five years of age he is still enjoying life, 
his home being in St. Louis, Mo. His wife bore 

the maiden name of Mary \Voods, and in the 
waloiity of Jacksonville, Til., her brothers were 
well-known and extensive cattle dealers. George, 
eldest child of Captain Keller and wife, is de- 
ceased, and their only daughter, Alice, is the 
wife of John Willams, of the Omaha Stock Ex- 
change. 

The birth of C. H. Keller occurred July 20, 
1845, in Macoupin county, Ill, and his ‘elemen- 
tary education was obtained in the common 
schools of his native state. When he was only 
sixteen years of age he offered his services to his 
country, and, with his patriotic father, enlisted ia 
the gallant Thirty-second Illinois. He was as- 
signed to Company C, and served in the ranks 
until 1864, when he veteranized and continued to 
fight for the Union until its future was forever 
assured by the surrender of Lee at Appomattox. 
Ele took part in many hard-fought campaigns, 
and went with Sherman on his famous march to 
the sea, and thence to Washington. He was at 
Shiloh under the leadership of General Grant, 
and took part in the siege of Vicksburg. 

Upon returning home, at the close of the war, 
Mr. Keller commenced learning the tinsmith’s 
trade, ae he continued to follow for fifteen 
years. In 1875 he went to St. Louis, and about 
that time commenced taking contracts for fur- 
nishing railroad ties. He supplied several rail- 
road companies with material for construction, 
and was very successful in these undertakings in 
Texas. At length he opened a hardware store in 
Gainesville, Tex., which he managed until 1880. 
At that time he removed his stock of goods to 
Oklahoma City, where he did business for two 
years under the firm name of Keller & Warren. 
Then, selling out, he turned his attention ex- 
clusively to agriculture and stock-raising, in 
which line he has been very successful. At the 


‘time of coming to this county he located a claim 


on section 28, Crutcho township, and dwelt there 
during the period that he kept his store. This 
homestead he sold to S. B. Miles, in 1897, but 
has continued to lease it ever since, and in addi- 
tion to this has leased two other quarter-sections 
of land. Thus he has had possession of three- 
quarters of a section of land, all in one body. 
On an average, he has one hundred and _ fifty 
acres planted in wheat, and reaps an abundant 
harvest annually. [fe also makes a specialty of 
raising fine Hereford cattle and Norman and 
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Clyde horses, and is scoring a success in this 
direction. 

For two years Mr. Keller served as a justice 
of the peace, and he also has acted as a member 
of the school board and as secretary of the same. 
Politically he is a Populist. The boys who wore 
the blue ever have had a warm place in his heart, 
and he has been the commander of the Grand 
Army post in Gainesville, Tex., and of Dixon 
post in Oklahoma. He also belongs to Okla- 
homa Lodge No. 3, A. F. & A. M., and was the 
first master of the lodge under its charter. More- 
over, he is identified with the Knights of Pythias 
and with the Anti-Horse Thief Association. 

Twenty-six years ago Mr. Keller married 
Mary Gillaspy, and their only child is John Lee, 
who was born March 19, 1808. An adopted son, 
Charles D., is now serving in the Thirty- third 
United States Infantry, in the Philippines, and 
an adopted daughter, Ada R., is yet a member of 
our subject’s household. The family holds mem- 
bership in the Christian Church and contributes 
liberally to religious and charitable enterprises. 


ILLIAM H. JOHNSON, M. D., now in 
his seventy-third year, is the oldest physi- 
cian of Lexington and vicinity. He may 

be termed a “doctor of the old school,” in the 
sense that he has ministered to the needs of the 
frontier people during the major portion of his 
professional career, often living in districts be- 
fore roads had been made, and experiencing the 
hardships which the pioneer physician knows. 
How often has he left his cosy home, going out 
into the bleak, stormy night, traveling for a score 
or more miles, fording swollen rivers, and trav- 
ersing the wind-swept prairies, or threading his 
way through forests untracked by man. Truly 
he has play ed a noble part in the early history of 
regions where civilization is making marvelous 
strides from year to year. 

Born in 1828, Dr. Johnson was reared at his 
birthplace in Sangamon county, Ill., and in Ohio. 
His father, Thomas T. Johnson, was a tanner by 
trade, and owned an old tannery at Jamestown, 
Ohio, which had been in the family for a long 
period. He belonged to the Society of F riends, 
and continued active in the church until his 
death, which took place in West Lancaster, Ohio, 
when he was in his eighty-seventh year. 

Dr. Johnson owes his education entirely to his 
own studious habits, for his advantages were not 
of the best. He attended the Cincinnati public 
schools for some time and at home commenced 
laving the foundations aia knowledge. 
Subsequently he pursued a course in the St. 
Louis Medical College, 
interrupted by the outbreak of the Civil war. He 
at once enlisted in an infantry company, of which 
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he was made assistant surgeon. Later he became 
a private in the One Hundred and Forty-fifth 
Indiana Infantry, and for one year was chief 
clerk to the adjutant-general, S. B. Moe. In 
summing up his army experience, suffice it to 
say that the doctor took part in some of the most 
important campaigns of the war, being in the 
Fourth Army Corps, of the Army of the South- 
west. He fought in twenty-one hardly-contested 
battles, and three times was struck by. bullets, 
though not seriously injured. At Shelbyville, 
Ky., he was captured, with some of his com- 
rades, by John Morgan, and, perforce, was 
obliged to take an oath not to re-enter the army. 
Disdaining his captor utterly, he nevertheless 
was back in the Union lines within six hours 
afterward, and participated in the battle of Perry- 
ville, Ky. He continued at his post of duty unti! 
the close of the war, being mustered out at Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, in the summer of 1865.” 

For a score of years Dr. Johnson was engaged 
in practice in different places in the west, and 
was very sticcessful, in spite of the fact that he 
had given less years of his life to collegiate prep- 
aration than do the physicians of the present 
For twelve years he was located at Savan- 
na, in the Choctaw Nation, I. T., after which he 
lived at Johnsonville, same territory , for a year. 
When there were only three or four sh anties, or, 
by courtesy, houses, here, he became a resident, 
and two days after his arrival received his first 
professional call. He had come provided with a 
soon supply of medicine from his Savanna drug- 
store, and for ‘several years, with Dr. G. P. John- 
ston, had the monopoly as a physician and sur- 
geon in this whole community. Of late years he 
has been practically retired, giving his attention 
to other activities. 

No one, perhaps, has done more for the up- 
building of Lexington than Dr. Johnson. He 
constructed twenty houses, some of which he 
sold and the remainder rents. He also owns the 
German Hotel building and deals extensively in 
real estate, accommodating his patrons, as best 
he may, for many buy property on long time and 
liberal terms. For a period he served as a mem- 
ber of the city council, and his political support 
is given to the Republican party. Inthe Masonic 
fraternity he rose to the Royal Arch degree and 
formerly was an active member of the blue lodge 
and chapter. In the Odd Fellows Society he was 
past grand of the lodge. He also has been a 
Knight of Honor. 

In 1878 Dr. Johnson married Emma January, 
in Arkansas. They have four children, namely: 
Maggie, Thomas 13., Nellie and Roy. The wile 
and mother has been a true helpmate, sharing 
the doctor’s pioneer far as lay within 
her power, and cheering by her counsels 
and unabated affection, 
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PORTRAIT AND 
OBERT }> NISBETT, a farmer, politician 
and enterprising and substantial citizen of 
Lexington township, Cleveland county, 
was born in Robertson county, Tex., in 1855. All 
through his early life he had the Bealiie ‘ofa 
successful and industrious father before him and 
the advantage of an excellent home training. He 
was educated in the public schools, and his days 
were not unlike those of other country-bred 
youth. His father, Alexander, was a native of 
Tennessee, and removed to Texas when that 
state was but sparsely settled, and, in the midst 
of the crude conditions incident to all pioneer 
life, made an enviable name for himself as man 
and farmer. During the Civil war he served in 
the Confederate army, and died in 1875, at the 
age of fifty-five years. The mother of ® J. Nis- 
bett was, before her marriage, Catherine Henry. 
Her father, Robert, was born in Ireland, and 
upon coming to America settled in Alabama, 
then in South Carolina, and later in Texas, where 
he amassed a large property, having obtained 


several land grants from the government. Up 
to the Civil war he owned many slaves, and 
wielded an extended influence in many direc- 


tions. He participated in the battle of San Ja- 
cinto, when Texas won her independence, and 
worked all his life for the best interests of the 
commonwealth. 

From childhood R. J. Nisbett was surrounded 
with things agricultural and with the manage- 
ment and care of stock.. In 1879 he went to 
western Texas and engaged in the cattle business 
for fifteen years. At times he had as many as 
one thousand and two hundred head, and was 
successful as a buyer, seller and raiser. When 
the cattle market went down he lost heavily 
While living in Scurry county he attained to 
prominence in the political affairs of the com- 
munity, and was elected probate judge of the 
county, on the Democratic ticket. 

At the opening of the territory, April 22, 1889, 
Mr. Nisbett decided to avail himself of the pros- 
pects which seemed to exist here, and, upon 
making the run, located ona claim at the head of 
Little river. This did not come up to his expec- 
tations, and, after a few months of residence 
there, he bought the claim upon which he has 
since resided, and which is numbered among the 
highly improved farms in the county. The con- 
trast from its original raw and prairie-like condi- 
tion and its present resourceful aspect argues a 
great deal of patient and well-applied energy. 
Having lost so heavily on the Texas cattle, Mr. 
Nisbett came here with a practically small com- 
petence, but with the encouraging assistance of 
his family he has reached a point from which it 
is pleasant to view the results of lis toil. Owing 
to the increasing interests, he has been obliged to 
rent land, and is thus engaged in managing from 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


RECORD. 777 


two hundred to three hundred acres. He has a 
good orchard, and a vineyard of five acres. 
In addition to general farming he raises hogs and 
horses. 

In the fall of 1890 Mr. Nisbett was elected a 
member of the first territorial council on the 
Democratic ticket. He was again elected for 
two years in 1896 on the Populist ticket. He has 
served as delegate to several state and county 
conventions, anid is active in all of the under- 
takings of his party. In the improvement and 
systematizing of the school work his ideas and 
suggestions have been readily followed. He has 
been a member and clerk of the township school 
board and school director for district No. 51. 
T'raternally he is associated with the Masonic 
order, the Ancient Order of United Workmen 
and the Woodmen of the World. With his wife 
he is a member of the Baptist Church, and has 
been a deacon of the same for fifteen years. Mr. 
Nisbett was married in 1875 to Louisa Kay, and 
of this union there have been seventeen children, 
eleven boys and six girls, fourteen of whom are 
living. 


DGAR'J) KELLER. ‘Av very few’ of such 
energetic, wide-awake business men as Mr. 
Keller are all that is required by a modern 

town to make it a place of prominence within a 
short time from its inception. Knowing no such 
word as fail, they are found ready to give their 
means and influence to all enterprises of general 
utility, ready to undertake all manner of respon- 
sibilities by which the interests of the town may 
be advanced, and are even ready to sacrifice per- 
sonal interests to the universal weliare. 

That Edgar J. Keller is this type of a citizen 
his associates and neighbors affirm, with one 
accord, and, as they express great interest in him, 
a sketch of his career will find appreciative read- 
ers. Born in Indiana forty vears ago, and reared 
chiefly in Kentucky, he laid the foundations of a 
useful business life by supplementing his public- 
school education by a thorough course in Bry- 
ant & Stratton’s Commercial College, in Louis- 
ville. He certainly was an apt student, for in a 
class of about two hundred carried off the 
honors, having a gold medal bestowed upon him 
by the faculty of the institution for general pro- 
ficiency in his studies. This proud moment in 
his life occurred in the summer of 1884, and im- 
mediately afterward he accepted a position as 
bookkeeper and cashier for the firm of Thomas 
James & Co., Louisville, Ry., of which his uncle, 
Thomas James, was the proprietor. Ie contin- 
ued to hold that place until Oklahoma was 
opened to settlement, when he made the race 
from Pureell, 1.’ T., to Oklahoma City. There he 
secured some lots, some of which he still owns, 







- ; 7 : _ i hi — 
Txt mit soul) ea bored cwy ” nsistet ae 3 d a4 ‘S18 
” r 1 | Oe " . 











































fee ihn OO je ax iv, Tal hi 
al earetint ie SOM | sal yin’ ri De) jrtet Hires nolguixal 
" rod tA. 9ST cen T weHTONS anodes ni mod aah 
i e414 Oued Wo fi ni il mero wit) fy . Mt bed 2h tanont ; 
beri te pent cothh ta ror bors exci We Postel APA Tal bvnt byte Ai oe ; 
a thy Ol). Jon 9c! yhl meray ret wyrtteyit HO: nates avin ott 
“T ait ro COS i yon eynt etl bites ,alevedue soclag eel ibotaonty a 


' She |) 4 ie ; 19 1eanes Fae te 22 » SoAttay ‘out 9 ovr 

{ f ae Aapodin vento in uve ate Sebetexols ‘rorkedt aH cone 

ih of el yea tt dey ined jed) nah Bees Cw bevouns werk 2928909 
t 


Hitwise a pobiriee Oe ee Be Palen viaat thiyA ud + anys oa aa 


rfl sel t ce rEe gore: Fin te fonedhiouer 2c hen 1uTD 3 
7 vole Eetyn toctiye tht ra i ; Tea eH {Nhe iatine LT hint 9 i 
by*y ee i 1 he 712 taf E i ! net unital D 
ig | Sit om a teed ot. Dosey FoeeT LR homo? + 
' rab de qchierpes + yvit-7Hit Ye 
flo somboov/ odd hie 4 DiI!) SRR IM TS SI dad paw 2 ; 
my 7 4 i Fr we a { if i t} Py OTT fh wi coe vi Tartar To 2% 
; chi | 199d] srmdabk of hebine wettoat, af yitiittos’ noge 


i babremrn &n tet rata are AP eed Yrs eth efhine 2 mt Hott 
i ety adil byinite antanee Kaas to boaenemy Bi 


r , . we 
: j WZ Ose TT | 
i { aye. Base 
t i i T ' ‘ eh ds 
hf re wot ap | POs rASD. Oe 
fixe -" 
{ muri rig “T54} ait 
, <a f 
4 | ) re | 2h A 
r ; { 
r “dtl + 2irt al 
i). : Uisowrow 
i ? i 
; é rrr pa CAPT FF feats: ene 
. i r 
P " Ny Bs Va if TTS 295 ty iby ie 
i ( f 1. O¥atk #F { 8189 “be t sinehes 
5 { ; ny H ” erent 


Reet ‘sal eager | PISSY roan Oh 








buy i re : Lihid Be LPs BY or wT Prony Diheia wild ‘ana 
| pant hoe Shoe asd a wey 2904 2) 
“uf uel joow wohwia stiles ‘i 
A aitivngw wanne ot sil oti Avi 
1% | \ ain hatin. oety wi 
5 \ 6! hy, Py | agen 
: nett % 
a é » rei 
rh bt ; 
I ; . | ‘ ( . iy u ; 
. thre forts eel] 
fii (4 Peis 1 eclivrepy wot 6 aetna 
iM UKE (a twgly amd hel Satur eign! ealato veld atgatad: oa 
mnie Cts : | ; vl eh bay Deitive une. ae ide bebe. bus -Lobtioy som 
aw ' Avie yt ti i batvereqent' = 
Te “Ante rg fra Vee? (enero on mow # 
ani bwin te Toe Uae P jabt «eon Reba Phootnhee: Mise 2m6 
en noiizog & hoinaoon off tna yaniv | eae Te Ingres hats Sirlaee" 
seenendT sone Fol Yottany hh reece wht) ales whee Yoh to yliveat o8 Te 
rtsittes Yes, tn DB eotant — one Thane “ell a” viet t Pty sion! Om 
Pat mM hh serpent D > ie jay ut bViag ty Her aird orl (iy 


fen wxelhy Avital: GA Bee ONE ae aa reat Nt tf A hadonnet atl 
eilin nario ci? faite wry OP wal} ‘ en : ah o fe! 
wellgvyihs i head a ‘eh REPS re | enten) a ies ssileles he aythy! ; 
ot Iokilay ns state "i sept"; aura wate 






: aT 


778 PORTRAIT 
With characteristic energy he was the first to 
engage in the manufacture of brick—a much 
needed article, when so many buildings were to 
be erected, with lumber very high and scarce— 
and for two years he operated the plant, located 
on the Couch Adams claim. Besides, he fur- 
nished the brick and contracted for the building 
of the Baker block, the first brick structure in 
the city. Remaining there, and constantly en- 
gaged in the manufacture of brick and in general 
building, he was a pioneer in the upbuilding of 
that place, and many eae blocks that are 
to be seen there were either put up by him or 
the material used in hoy construction was fur- 
nished by him. 

In the spring of 1891, when only three small 
stores stood in Lexington, Mr. Keller settled 
here, and opened a lumber yard, which he oper- 
ated for six years, in the meantime also handling 
farm implements and machinery. Five years ago 
he erected the Keller & James building, and sub- 
sequently became the sole owner of the block. 
He opened a furniture store, also dealing in bug- 
gies and many other lines of goods, but later sold 
out, in order to engage in pub lic duties. In 1899 
he was one of the organizers of the Lexington 
State Bank, of which he was elected a director, 
and this well known financial institution has 
quarters in a portion of Mr. Keller’s building. 
Having disposed of his bank stock he opened a 
fine line of furniture in October, 1899, and in 
connection with that business manages an un- 
dertaking establishment. His location is in the 
building above mentioned, where he has all mod- 
ern facilities for the large line of goods which he 
carries in stock, at no time having less than 
$6,000 invested in furniture. 

Following his former line of procedure, Mr. 
Keller manufactured the brick used in his own 
building here, and has continued the enterprise, 
furnishing a large share of the brick used in the 
city. From time to time he has invested in local 
real estate, and to-day owns upward of five hun- 
dred city lots. Six of the leading fire insurance 
companies are represented by him, and a large 
amount of the local business in that line has 
passed through his hands. He supplies the peo- 
ple of this community with farm implements and 
machinery, and has made such an enviable repu- 
tation for fair dealing that his customers are in- 
variably friendly toward him. 

When a resident of Oklahoma Citv Mr. Keller 
was connected with the organization of an Odd 
Trellows’ lodge, the second one formed in the 
territory, and for some time he served as secre- 
tary of the same. Ile also was influential in the 
organization of Lexington Lodge No. 23, [. O. 
O.T., of avhich he is past grand. Moreover, he 
is a member of the grand lodge of the territory 
and belongs to the Encampment of the order. 
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In addition to this he is connected with the An- 
cient Order of United Workmen and the Wood- 
men of the World. In the spring of 1897 he was 
elected on the Democratic ticket.to the office of 
recorder of deeds of Cleveland county and served 
efficiently for one term of two years. He also has 
been a member of the city school board for sev- 
eral terms. 

In Carrollton, Mo., the marriage of Mr. Keller 
and Miss Jennie Trotter took place i in 1896. She 
is a native of that place and a daughter of C. B. 
Trotter. By the union of our subject and wife 
four children have been born, their names being, 
respectively, Edgar Trotter, Elizabeth, Suzanna 
and John Alfred. Mrs. Keller, who is a most 
amiable woman, is a graduate of the Carrollton 
high school, of the class of 1892, and holds a 
warm place in the hearts of her classmates and 
friends. Her domestic duties are never so ardu- 
ous as to cause her to forget her friends and rel- 
atives in case of sickness or distress. 


C. HAWK, who is successfully engaged in 

the loan and insurance business in Lexing- 

ton, was born in Ohio, February 22, 1853. 
His father, Jonathan Hawk, moved from Penn- 
sylvania to Ohio at a very early day and settled 
in the timber land, where he improved a farm 
and became a prominent farmer and_ sheep 
grower. 

Upon his father’s farm S. C. Hawk was reated 
to an appreciation of the dignity and usefulness 
of an agricultural life, and early displayed habits 
of thrift and industry. Owing to limited facili- 
ties, which existed in the state at that time, his 
education was necessarily limited and confined 
to the few winter months. In 1873 he removed 
to Brooklyn, Iowa, where he lived for about 
seven years. Following this he visited Nebraska 
and Kansas in search of a desirable permanent 
location, and in 1881 came into the Cherokee 
strip and settled just over the line from Arkan- 
sas City. There he conducted an ambitious gen- 
eral farming and stock-raising enterprise, and at 
times had a herd of three hundred catile. From 
avery small beginning he developed his land and 
kept adding to it until he became the possessor of 
ten thousand acres, which was all fenced in and 
admirably adapted to the purpose for which it 
was intended. Here he lived for ten years, and 
his efforts were abundantly rewarded with suc- 
cess. He also raised horses and became prom- 
inent in various undertakings for the improve- 
ment of his locality. 

In the fall of 1891 Mr. Tlawk came to Lexing- 
ton and purchased a farm in the vicinity of the 
town, which he at once began to improve and 
which is now one of the best in the neighbor- 
hood, This farm is still in his possession and ts 
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MR. AND MRS. B. N. TURK, 
Enid. 
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a source of relaxation from the worry and trials 
incident to an active business career. From the 
first of his residence in Lexington, Mr. Hawk has 
been interested in loaning money. His success- 
ful business enterprises have led to a position in 
the community which typifies the most substan- 
tial and reliable citizen, and which have resulted 
in the accumulation of considerable of this 
world’s goods, including houses and lands in and 
out of the town. He owns two buildings on the 
main business street of the town. In the fall of 
1899 he was one of the organizers of the Purcell 
Bridge Company, of which he was a director, 
and greatly assisted in the construction of the 
bridge. He is also treasurer of the Bridge Trans- 
fer Company. He put up the second cotton gin 
in the place and operated it for two years. 

In 1875 5 Mr. Hawk married Jane Snyder, and 
of this union there are five children: Harry, Fred, 
Thomas, S. C.; Jr., and William McKinley. In 
national politics Mr. Hawk is a Republican and 
was a candidate for county treasurer for 1900. 


N. TURK, county assessor of Garfield 
county, has played an important part in 
the upbuilding of Enid, and is held in high 
esteem by his fellow-citizens. He is a veteran 
of the Civil war, in Ce though a youth, he 
won distinction by his gallantry and fearless- 
ness. The boys who wore the blue have ever 
given him a warm place in their hearts, and at 
present he is a member of Irwin McDowell Post 
No. 19, of which he is past commander. To his 
many friends a review of his army life will prove 
of interest, and it is accordingly detailed below. 

James Turk, grandfather of our subject, was 
born in England, and at an early day removed 
to Alabama, where he was the owner of a fine 
plantation. Late in life he settled in Tennessee, 
where his death occurred. His son, Caleb, father 
of B. N. Turk, was born in Montgomery, Ala., 
and in his youth learned the trade of a harness- 
maker. J’or many years he conducted a sad- 
dlery and harness store at Madisonville, Tenn., 
and later he resided in McMinn county, same 
state. At the outbreak of the war he went to 
Ray county, Tenn., but eventually returned to 
MeMinn county, where he lived until he was 
summoned to the better land. During the latter 
part of the Mexican war he enlisted in the army, 
but was not called into service. The mother of 
our subject, Caroline, was a daughter of Nicho- 
las Peck, who served as a probate judge and was 
prominent in Tennessee. His father before him 
was a leading member of the legal profession 
and for many vears officiated as a judge. 

B.N. Turk was born near Madisonville, Tenn., 
January 31, 1845, and was only three years old 
When his mother died. Only three of his seven 


£ 


brothers and sisters survived, and he is the 
youngest of the family. During the Civil war 
his only brother, James, was pressed into the 
rebel service. He took part in the defense of 
Vicksburg, and was not sorry when the city was 
forced to surrender to the Federal troops. Later 
he enlisted in Burnside’s army, and was identi- 
fied with the Tennessee regiment until the close 
of the war. He now resides in Indian territory. 
B. N. Turk attended the subscription schools of 
Athens, Tenn., but, needless to say, the war se- 
riously interrupted his studies. As soon as pos- 
sible he volunteered his services to the Union, 
becoming a member of Company C, Ninth Ten- 
nessee Cavalry, in 1863. Desiring to join the 
main Federal forces at Camp Nelson, Ky., he 
and a few of his comrades started to cross the 
mountains, a distance of about three hundred 
miles of more or less hostile country, having to 
be traversed. Knowing that if captured they 
would be shot as bushwhackers, they observed 
great caution, traveling entirely at night, and at 
length were greatly scattered. Mr. Turk and an 
elderly man remained together, and for three 
weeks prior to their arrival at Camp Nelson thev 
had no provisions, and were dependent upon the 
kindness of the inhabitants, some of whom were 
termed “Union pilots.” They had many narrow 
escapes and suffered great hardships, but at last 
reached their destination and were mustered into 
the service. The Ninth Tennessee Cavalry was 
then ordered to Cumberland Gap, and unfortu- 
nately were without food for three days, as sup- 
plies were delayed. On the third day Mr. Turk 
luckily saw some large apples, and secured three, 
which saved him from starvation. Later he and 
his comrades took possession of the Gap, as 
ordered, and thence proceeded to Nicholsville. 
Later they joined Burnside at Knoxville, and 
about that time had more troubles on the score 
of rations, as for three weeks they were obliged 
to live on a quarter of the amount of food usually 
supplied to them. Nevertheless, they succeeded 
in defeating Longstreet, who made a midnight 
attack, and the following day General Grant's 
forces came to their relief. Then proceeding to 
Nashville, they embarked in a new campaign, 
in which occurred the battles of Morristown. 
Blue Springs and Watauga River (where they 
captured and burned a bridge), Bull’s Gap, and 
Greenville. At Bull's Gap, which they were or- 
dered to hold, they were surrounded, and, when 
out of ammunition, were obliged to cut their way 
out at midnight. At Greenville the Ninth Ten- 
nessee received orders to make a midnight 
march, and, with two other regiments, were 
commanded to take John Morgan, dead or alive. 
Mr. Turk was then serving as chief bugler, and 
had to call the boys “to saddle.” They routed 
the army and captured John Morgan, after which 
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782 PORTRAIT 
they engaged in skirmishes and battles until the 
close of the war. On account of his service as 
bugler, and because he was with the color- 
bearer, Mr. Turk had many narrow escapes and 
frequently saw his comrades on either hand shot 
down. He was mustered out at Knoxville, 
Tenn., September 11, 1865. 

Returning to his old home in Tennessee, Mr. 
Turk resumed agricultural labors, and in 1869 
went to Spadra Bluff, Ark. Later he removed to 
Lawrence county, Mo., and in 1873 became a 
farmer in the vicinity of Minneapolis, Kans. Two 
years afterward he settled in the vicinity of [ort 
Hays, on the Saline river, Ellis county, Kans., 
where he engaged in raising, cattle » for fourteen 
years. He was influential in obtaining postoffice 
service at Turkville, a place which was laid out 
upon his property, and for six years he served 
as the postmaster. In 1887 he removed to the 
neighborhood of Holton, ans., where he pur- 
chased and carried on a milling business for two 
years. Then, selling out, he turned his attention 
to merchandising, and also carried on a hotel at 
Holton for three years. About the time that 
this locality was to be opened he proceeded to 
Medicine Lodge, whence he made the run to 
Enid September 16, 1893. Here he bought a lot 
and embarked in the hotel business after he had 
erected a suitable building. It was in January, 
1894, that the City Hotel, the oldest one in Enid, 
was opened to the public, and what was 
known as the Kitchen was one of the first build- 
ings in the place which boasted shingles. 

‘For many years Mr. Turk has met with suc- 
cess as a pension attorney, and has been engaged 
in practice in Kansas and in Enid. For a num- 
ber of years he also has served as a notary 
public, and in 1898 was honored with election to 
his present position as county assessor. Ile 
was the Republican nominee and carried the day 
against a fusion candidate. Jor the past five 
years he has been an active member of the school 
board, and for one term was president of the 
same. His influence, which is not slight, has 
always been given to the support of excellent 
schools and all public upeements. 

Mr. Turk has built a handsome, modern resi- 
dence at the corner of Grand and Walnut. Tle 
was married in Tennessee to Miss Susan Wing, 
a native of Greenville. Her father, Rev. Allen 
King, of JKentucky, was pastor of Baptist 
churches in Kentucky and Tennessee for years, 
and Mrs. Turk has been identified with the de- 
nomination from girlhood. To our subject and 
wife twelve children were born, one of whom is 
deceased. The others are named as follows: 
Mrs. A. Stone, of Alva, Okla.; Capt. Rufus Turk, 
who is connected with the Volunteers of mer- 
ica; Mrs. Mollie Jacobs and Mrs. Lizzie Wirk, 
both of Enid; Laura and Allen, who are at home; 
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Mrs. Julia Border, of Enid; James, who is dep- 
uty county assessor; Bertha, Alonzo and Jessie, 
who are at home. 


PECK. In enumerating the founders 
and builders of Lexington, due mention of 
J. I. Peck and his enterprises should be 
given a well-earned place of prominence, 
Though his residence here dates back but four 
years, he has accomplished a great amount for 
the city’s prosperity in that period and justly 
merits the high esteem in which he is held. 
Though a native of Kansas, J. FB. Peck was 
only eight years old when he went south, and 
was reared in the “cotton-belt,’ becoming thor- 
oughly familiar with every phase in the growth 
and management of that staple product. In 1889 
he built a cotton-gin at Goldthwaite, Tex., its ca- 
pacity being thirty bales a day, and this he con- 
tinued to operate for about seven years. In 1806, 
coming to Lexington, he built the cotton-gin 
which he manages during the season, handling 
about sixty bales each day. During the rest of 
the year he deals extensively in grain, and oper- 
ates a saw-mill, which he owns. He is the pro- 
prietor of an excellent farm, located in this town- 
ship, and in addition to this has some desirable 
city property. In the fall of 1899 he shipped up- 
ward of eighty thousand bushels of corn to the 
southern markets, and year by year is extending 
his business dealings. In 1899 he built another 
cotton-gin at Wanette, Pottawatomie county, 
Okla., his brother being associated with him in 
that business. The gin has a capacity of twenty- 
five bales a day, and the trade in that vicinity is 
growing wonderfully. Understanding every fea- 
ture of the business, our subject has made a great 
success of it, and is doing much to promote the 
industry in this region. Many local enterprises 
are being assisted Dy hint, directly or indirectly, 
as, for instance, he is the most paving patron of 
the Lexington and Purcell bridge, his taxes 
amounting to a goodly sum in the course of the 
year. 
In the fraternal organizations Mr. Peck 1s 
identified with the Knights of Pythias, being a 
charter member of Lexington Lodge No. 23. of 
which he is past chancellor. Moreover, he be- 
longs to the local lodge of the Woodmen of the 


World. 


AY SITERMAN. The Sherman family claims 
Ienelish ancestry, and were first represented 
in America by the paternal great-grand- 

father, who left his native island during the lat- 
ter part of the eighteenth century and settled in 
Vermont. [He served during the Revolutionary 
war and was a man of prominence in his adopted 
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locality. His son, Eli, the paternal grandfather, 
came to the United States with his father and 
spent his life as a farmer in Vermont. The next 
in succession, Isaac Sherman, the father of Jay, 
was also born in Vermont, and settled in Knox 
county, Ill., in 1832, being one of the first white 
men to supplant the Indians in that section of the 
country. On this inhospitable prairie tarm, with 
his nearest neighbor five miles distant, Mr. 
Sherman cultivated his land and reared his fam- 
ily, and subsequently died in 1893, at the age of 
eighty-three years. He attained to prominence 
as a politician and citizen and took active interest 
in local matters. His wife, Eliza (Wood) Sher- 
man, became the mother of eight children, seven 
of whom are living. 

In Knox county, Ill, Jay Sherman was born 
in March of 1846. He was reared to be a far- 
mer and educated in the public schools. In 1867 
he settled on his own farm in the neighborhood 
of his father’s, and became a practical iarmer and 
stock-raiser. Hts ability and devotion to the 
public welfare were early evinced, and he became 
much interested in the undertakings of the Re- 
publican party. He held numerous local offices 
and was supervisor of the township for one term. 

Before locating on his claim on the southwest 
quarter of section 8, Lexington township, Cleve- 
land county, Mr. Sherman had familiarized him- 
self with the conditions existing in the territory, 
having visited and inspected various portions of 
it a number of times. In 1894 he purchased the 
southwest quarter of section 17, which he retited 
out until he came with his family in February of 
1897 and settled on his present farm. In the 
fall of 1897 he bought the northwest quarter of 
section 17, and thus acquired in all four hundred 

and eighty acres, which he is successt{ ny farm- 
ing, with the capable assistance of his sons. Three 
hundred and fifty acres are under the p a and 
there is a fine orchard of six acres wherein are 
raised the finest quality of apples and peaches, 
and a vineyard, which is for family use only. 
While general farming is carried on, Mr. Sher- 
man devotes considerable land to the cultivation 
of wheat, which is unsurpassed for abundance 
and quality, the average yield being from twenty- 
five to thirty-eight bushels of wheat an acre. In 
~ 1900 four thousand bushels of wheat and one 
hundred acres of corn (forty bushels per acre) 
were produced. In the stock line this model tarm 
is not behind any in the county, and Durham 
cattle and Poland-China hogs are raised in large 
numbers 

In addition to the responsibility incident to 
the management of such large agricultural in- 
terests, Mr. Sherman has a field of occupation as 
a member of the jobbing house firm of O. FE. 
Upp & Co., at Purcell. THe is prominent in local 
polities and is afirm belicver in the principles and 
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issues of the Republican party. On several occa- 
sions he has been a delegate to county and terri- 
torial conventions. He was a candidate for 
nomination to the legislature in.a strong Demo- 
cratic district, and was defeated by only twenty- 
eight votes, which shows his great popularity. 
He is greatly interested in the cause of education, 
and has served on the Lexington high school 
board of directors. He is a member of the Odd 
Fellows at Maquon, IIl., and is a past noble grand, 
and also a member of the post at Lexington. He 
was the organizer of the Lexington Post, G. A. R. 
In other ways also he is identified with the ma- 
terial enterprises of the county, and is one of the 
most substantial and reliable of those who have 
brought a large fund of practical experience to 
the development and growth of this new and 
wonderful territory. 

Mr. Sherman fought for his country during 
the Civil war, and enlisted in 1863 in Company 
A, Fifty-ninth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. He 
was in the army of the Cumberland, under Gen- 
eral Thomas, and participated in the battle of 
Atlantic City as a non-commissioned officer, and 
was also in the Nashville campaign. In 1866 he 
married Mirah L. Upp, a sister of W.S. Upp, of 
Purcell. Of this union there have been ore 
children, viz.: J. Milton; Charles I.; Lillie, the 
wife of C. W. Moses; W. Scott; Frank C.; Clay- 
ton; Leroy and Arthur, 


F, SHINN, whose well improved claim is 

located on the southeast quarter of section 

7, township 6, range 1 east, Cleveland 
county, was born in Logan county, Ohio, in 
1853. His father, David Shinn, was for many 
years a lumber dealer at Etna Green, Ind., and 
shipped large quantities of lumber to Chicago. 
He was a prominent man in the community, 
and organized the Republican party in his town- 
ship. He also served as justice of the peace for 
several years. His industrious career was early 
ended, for he died in the spring of 1863, at the 
age of thirty-four years. He married Sarah Ten- 
ery, and of this union there were seven children. 
Mrs. Shinn died in Indiana in 1878. 

The early aspirations of I. I. Shinn were 
turned in the direction of teaching, and his edu- 
cation was planned with reference to this partic- 
ular occupation. He studied at the Methodist 
College at Bourbon, Ind., and completed his 
education in the northern Indiana normal school. 
His first educational work began in 1875 in his 
home district, and was conducted in Kosciusko 
county until 1893. In addition he owned a farm, 
to which he devoted his time during the 
summer and taught school in the winter. In 
1881 he sought the larger possibilitics and en- 
tire change of surroundings in the far west, and 
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in Colorado, Wyoming, Utah and Idaho en- 
gaged in freighting, and for a time was foreman 
of the boomers on Fayette river. 

In the spring-of 1893 Mr. Shinn located in 
Lexington, Okla., when it was but a small town, 
and became interested in the cattle business. In 
the fall of 1894 he purchased the farm upon 
which he has since lived, and, upon removing to 
it in the spring of the following year, at once be- 
gan the improvement ofshis land. In Tebruary 
of 1899 he added to his possessions by the pur- 
chase of the northwest quarter of section 22, of 
the same township, which is at the present time 
rented. he original farm was in a very crude 
condition, but, owing to the well-applicd indus- 
try of its owner, has been transformed into a 
condition of utility and resource. One hundred 
and seventy-five acres are under cultivation, and 
there is a good orchard and vineyard, as well as 
all modern and labor-saving devices. On this 
model farm Mr. Shinn demonstrates the most ad- 
vanced and intelligent means of carrying on 
agricultural enterprises, and keeps in touch with 
the progress of his work through the means of 
periodicals and general observation. 

Some of the most ambitious efforts of Mr. 
Shinn have been along political lines, and he is 
what may be called a politician in the highest 
sense of the word. As a member of the Repub- 
lican party his active interest in its issues and 
undertakings dates back to the time when, as a 
mere boy, he served as assessor of a township in 
Iowa for one term. Upon coming to the terri- 
tory he found that there was no Republican or- 
ganization in his township, and he was instru- 
mental in organizing the Republican party under 
William Grimes in 1896, and was himself elected 
the first township committeeman. The first fall 
after the organization the party cast seventy-four 
votes, against nineteen of previous years. Mr. 
Shinn has since been successively elected com- 
mitteeman, and is recognized as one of the most 
active exponents of Republicanism and one of 
the best organizers in the county. In the con- 
ventions his name is often mentioned as candi- 
date for county clerk, but he has always refused 
the nomination. He was a delegate to the Il 
Reno convention in 1808. He has brought his 
interest in educational work to the territory, and 
is at the present time secretary of the school 
board of district No. 55. Fraternally he is asso- 
ciated with the Odd Tellows, having joined jhat 
organization in Indiana. Ne is a Past Noble 


Grand and a member of the Indiana Grand 
Lodge. 
Mr. Shinn married, in Cleunett, Iosciusko 


March 15, 1895, Mrs. Jennie Boggs 

John 
Shinn 
born March 2s, 


county, Ind., 
Rock, who was a widow with two children, 
L. and Zena Fav Rock. Mr. and Mrs. 
have two children, PF. Te. Shinn, 


i self, 
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1896, and Edna J. Shinn, born February 19, 1898, 
on the farm now owned by their father. 


ERDINAND O. KRANNIG was born in 

Germany, in a town called Guben, near Ber- 

lin, and grew up on a little farm in the 
vicinity. He was fortunate in having fairly good 
educational advantages and the benefit of the ex- 
perience of a erandfather who thoroughly under- 
stood the best way of conducting a farm. In 
1882 he decided to start out in the world for him- 
and crossed the seas to America, settling 
first in Wichita, Kans. There he conducted a 
farm until 1885, when he went to California, 
visiting San Francisco and Sacramento. ‘the 
following year he returned to Kansas and for 
three years was employed as a clerk in a ¢ro- 
cery store at Anthony, that state. 

Not content with the prospects in view as a 
clerk, Mr. Krannig started in business for him- 
self, and, to carry out his ideas, rented eight 
acres of land near Anthony, on which he pro- 
ceeded to raise vegetables. In the spring of 1890 
he came to Kingfisher, and filed forty acres on 
section 22, Kingfisher township, Kinefisher 
county, and immediately began to plant small 
fruits and vegetables for market trade. He 
planted ten acres of fruit trees and a five-acre 
vineyard, and the remaining twenty-five acres 
planted with general garden. produce. In addi- 
tion, Mr. Krannig dug a deep well, fourteen 
feet in diameter and filty- six feet deep, which 
has at all times twenty-eight feet of water. The 
tank has a capacity of two hundred barrels and 
the facilities for irrigation are excellent; besides, 
he has a reservoir of about one-eighth of an acre, 
four feet deep. 

In 1898 an addition was made to the posses- 
sions of Mr. Kkrannig by the purchase of forty 
acres more on the same section, which he uses 
for fruit and pasture lands. When first starting 
as a farmer in Oklahoma, he lived in compata- 
tively small quarters, but has recently addec to 
his house, and now is comfortably located in a 
seven-room structure, of one and a half stories, 
and with good cellars and all modern accommo- 
dations. In 1893 he built a barn at a cost of 
$1,000. 

Mr. Krannig was married in 1893, to Helen 
Fettke, who was born in Germany, in the same 
town that witnessed the birth of her husband. 
She came to the United States with her parents. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Krannig have been born two 
children, Karl and Elsa. Fraternally, Mr. Wran- 
nig is associated with Lodge No. 2, A. O. U. W. 
He is deserving of great credit for the progress 
made during his residence in Oklahoma, and 
has gained for himself an excellent reputation. 
In both winter and summer he supplies the nicau- 





: wy 7 
a? wa ’ 2 
th. aa PAS Lady 


eee) ott IER SD 





of FA 






Tee 


fiat — 





oO. 













ret ae) mest poate on: 
‘is F fj i ij Tain ‘7 pee fet} 2 % I post. jo l . 
itt ih } PEW a Vel ay r i Batil i iy iv i it | i u ie es “ a 
















; f ; yu : Lgo'y 
itp I Sit) mR S90ORIrT) iM IRFIPDO 14) BOM Ta gibi, yaa! hed yy To greg?’ ott nb 
iptiorolinelw ts tomy eho , windy nd Breet eile deommvcrgmb se x 
i re 1 uw wd ft fave “Tt, fie VO iehies ce wee iy vit oe oil. 
ty r i hryal ‘ ‘ i Se naleee te iaiinayp 3 en ort 16 enh 
' H F 
t 4 } iy ‘ may ao Wy " eaias ‘Yt i 
' - * 1 . “4% 4 
fy her wr ent ear now) nip ria ee ‘bain 
t25 i v : i if petty fly fT} WO 106 fon 102 
} } j Fase , 
( y i / rahi ut 
{ ri hy T i on 
{ i < fF af bir io ia) i iM 
| i 5 3} d = 
J Teeny EES | } { 4 
j f ra | no Ni op ae ie ee | > if oer een By 
y , 4" ui 
i i ty id a \y r 
{ar | 
i 7 L 
1 \ t ! 44 } 
Fi j ry 4 
PU hy d as hee 
Sry) mit} 
' a > 
| ' vA 2h 
j R 
i ] ] Ute) t } reyes) IRU yor ot 
Fl f 
, } ' , 4 1) TR} 4 ‘ rt aad t sth oy 
: “hers ‘ they LR lem noisuait ry 
ert f » t y t , , H A 
\ i *4 ‘ 
| 
+i} 
i a SP | i f 
ly 
hu ! ASiyeh ad 
iy it 
; } s 
figi } I ' 
| 
hatarys y pent : 
e. aa j 
1 YF } Hrot 4 f 
i ty 
; el oiteravHNaD oO a 
F Le TAL OTe CP a Tabet rh Slee i 109798 
ee i nf , ed ary 4 
) i Bi tht) fi } ihI9'FD Wyuy Of bats Ie vif eT 
y j 
8 ; WERT i - ( int a ba 
' . ity i HIF he aVs« 4 | 
; “ mg ' 
elt j 4 i i i 1H) 1) 2 Be i if Lait 
' : . : ‘ eS — y 
eect wry ye fit wir 9 ly ) pniftintth mh io rolinant 
| hes) Pam ria : ae ee 
it Hy, aul iy i f oY FT, a , J ; As j : a 
’ ) TT A : | : . segs ee vib ih P i. s a fi Fiky . at: 
4s Ay OL | bry Adis BF Wit Cheendl ST a | | MOOI §6&tt oret ares vr j 





wag rH! lpo V4) rr Prevage 2 uy etl wl } were ras ay otal, 
; elichu dd tie Lat yet 


ep 






ROBERT W. HALSTED AND FAMILY, 
Kingfisher County. 
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ket trade of Kingfisher and also ships to neigh- 
boring towns. 


OBERT W. HALSTED, whose home is 
situated on section 24, Cimarron township, 
Kingfisher county, is one of the most pro- 

gressive farmers and stock-raisers of the terri- 
tory, and, owing to the active part which he has 
taken in the early years of this future state, he is 
justly entitled to a place of honor in its history. 
Moreover, he is a hero of the Civil war, and at 
all times has been a ch namipion of his country’s 
rights. 

“Born in I'ranklin county, Ind., in pia R. W. 
Halsted is a son of William and Elizabeth (War- 
ren) Halsted. The father was born in New Jer- 
sey and emigrated to Indiana with his parents, 
Robert and Elizabeth Halsted, as early as 1823, 
and there they developed a large farm and be- 
came well-to-do for that period. The grand- 
mother of our subject lived until the Centennial 
year, dying at the age of eighty-five. William 
Halsted was a small boy when he became a resi- 
dent of Indiana, and he grew to manhood ina 
region where there were numerous Indians. In 
1856 he removed to Whiteside county, Ill, where 
he entered some land from the government, his 
home being twenty-three miles distant from the 
nearest farm-house. For three decades he con- 
tinued to cultivate his homestead, and then re- 
moved with his family to No-Man’s Land (now 
Beaver county). Soon alter this territory's open- 
ing he came to live with his son, and died here 
in 1893, in his eighty-sixth year. He was a 
typical pioneer, having spent his life on the fron- 
tier and taken a worthy part in the advancement 
of civilization. His devoted wife is still living, 
making her home with their daughter, Mary, in 
Illinois. Both were long identified with the 
Christian Church. Their son Elijah is deceased; 
Tra lives in this county, and John in Kansas. 

Robert W. Halsted, the eldest son, was six- 
teen years old when the family removed to the 
prairies of Hlinois, and, besides becoming a prac- 
tical farmer, he mastered the carpenter's trade in 
his youth. In 1861 he enlisted in Hinshaw’s 
battery of light artillery (of Illinois) and served 
over a year in an active campaign. He was 
wounded at the battle of Lowden, Tenn., but 
remained with his battery, and, ere the engage- 
ment was over, was captured by the Conted- 
erates. Released on parole, he returned home 
on a furlough, in 1863, and, owing to a serious 
attack of illness while there, was honorably dis- 
charged from the service. 

Mr. Halsted continued to ply his two callings 
in Illinois until 1886, when he accompanied his 
parents: to the west, and on the 22d of April, 
1889, made the race into Oklahoma. Ifere he 
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secured the homestead which he has since re- 
tained, on section 24, and claimed a tract for his 
parents, who arrived a few weeks later. Ie was 
almost without means at that time, and lived in 
a poor dug-out for a period. Ina short period, 
however, he had made numerous improvements, 
and is beginning to reap the fruits of his toil. 
Success has attended him, and each year he 
raises a large and paying crop of wheat, realiz- 
ing an average of thirty-two bushels to the acre 
in 1899. That year he bought an additional 
tract of one hundred and sixty acres in this sec- 
tion, and thus owns a large and valuable place. 
His orchard, comprising six hundred trees, and 
his large vineyard, are in a flourishing condition, 
speaking well for his care and enterprise. He 
keeps a good grade oi cattle, horses and hogs. 

Still following his old trade, Mr. Halsted has 
taken contracts for building bridges and houses 
in different parts of Kingfisher county, and has 
given complete satisfaction to all concerned. In 
his political standing he is independent, favoring 
the “free silver” plank. For years he has served 
on the school board, and now is acting as secre- 
tary and treasurer of that body. 

In 1864 Mr. Halsted married Sarah Mc- 
Cracken, who departed this life July 20, 1880. 
Only two of their seven children survive, namely: 
Charles, a farmer of this territory, and 5 lanche, 
who is living with her father. In 1895 | 1e mar- 
ried Mrs. Sarah Bowman, who has six children 
by her former union, namely: Elmer, Harvey, 
Frederick, Adam, Jackson and Annie. 

especially fortunate when this able physi- 


* cian and surgeon, Dr. L. T. Smith, a sterl- 
ing representative of an old southern family, 
decided to cast in his fortunes with its inhabi- 
tants, his home to be in Lexington. In prepar- 
ing himself for his chosen life-work he spared 
neither time nor means, desiring, above all 
things, to be thoroughly competent to deal suc- 
cessfully with the patients seeking his aid, and 
thus far he has won the commendation of all 
concerned. 

On both the paternal and maternal sides of his 
family Dr. Smith numbers several physicians, 
prominence. Tis 
father’s uncle, Dr. Matthew ct of Vincent, 
Ind., was not only one of the foremost in his pro- 
fession in his day, but also achieved distinction 
by his scientific medical writings, which were 
extensively published. Dr. Willis R. Smith and 
Dr. Morgan, the uncle and great-uncle of our 
subject, have been successful practitioners of 
Texas for many vears, the former being located 
in the town of Colorado and the latter in Dallas. 
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native of Kentucky, and Mattie (Fletcher) Smith, 
a native of Illinois. The father removed with 
his parents from Winchester, Ky., to Dallas, 
Tex., in the latter part of the 50s, and for more 
than half a century the family have borne an im- 
portant part in the annals of that locality.’ “EC, 
Smith carries on a large business as an under- 
taker, and is a professional embalmer. He is 
public-spirited and popular with his fellow-citi- 
zens, and frequently has served in ofhcial capaci- 
ties. Formerly he gave his political influence to 
the Democratic party, but now ts affiliated with 
the Populists. As a member of the city council, 
and in ether positions of trust, he has justified 
the confidence which his townsmen placed in 
him. From time to time he has made invest- 
ments in real estate, and is successful fhnancially 
as well as in every way. 

The birth of Dr. L. ‘T. Smith took place in 
Dallas, Tex., in 1872, he being the eldest of 
seven children, one of whom has passed away. 
His education was acquired in the Dallas public 
school, Add-Ran Christian University and 
Cole’s select school. The degree of Bachelor of 
Arts was won by him, after which he took up 
medical studies under Dr. J. M. Pace, the most 
prominent physician of Dallas at that time. Sub- 
sequently he pursued his studies at the Univer- 
sity of Texas, and took his degree as Docter of 
Medicine at the Louisville Medical College, 
where he passed the last year of his systematic 
preparation for his life-work. He was graduated 
in the spring of 1897, and was at once appointed 
house surgeon in the Parkland City Hospital, in 
Dallas, Tex., in which capacity he served for four 
months. That autumn he commenced practicing 
on his own account, and for eighteen months re- 
mained in his native place, where he met with 
marked success for a young physician. In Louis- 
ville he had taken special courses in internal med- 
icine and diseases of children, under the instruc- 
tion of Dr. Leon L. Solomon, who is an authority 
on the subjects and has charge of the department 
devoted to children in the Kentucky School of 
Medicine. He also pursued a special course in 
diseases of women, under Drs. Ritter and Keller, 
the latter the dean of the Louisville Medical Col- 
lege. In Dallas Dr. Smith was a valued mem- 
ber of the Dallas Medical and Surgical Society 
and of the Dallas District Clinical and Surgical 
Society. 

In the autumn of 1899 Dr. Smith came to Lex- 
ington, Okla., and at once engaged in practice, 
having purchased the practice of Dr. Robert FE. 
Thacker, a pioneer physician here. Dr. Smith 
practiced alone four months, when he and Dr. 
Thacker formed a partnership, which lasted for 
a year, since which time Dr. Smith has been 
practicing alone. Tle is meeting with gratifying 
success and enjoys a large local practice, fre- 
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quently being called to different places in the 
outlying territory. He is a member of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association and of the Territorial 
Medical Society, and in the fall of 1899 prepared 
and read before the latter organization a paper 
on “Alkaloidal Medication,” which received very 
favorable notice, and at the next session he pre- 
sented another article on “The Abortive Treat- 
ment of Typhoid Fever.” He is the medical ex- 
aminer for a number of the leading life insurance 
companies and fraternities, among them his own 
lodges here, the Modern Woodmen of America 
and the Woodmen of the World. In Dallas he 
was prelate of his Knights of Pythias lodge, and 
at present he is master of work of the Lexington 
lodge. Besides he is identified with the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, and is vice-presi- 
dent of the Cleveland county board of heaith. 

Having decided to make his permanent home 
in Lexington, Dr. Smith is having a handsome 
modern residence built for his family, situated 
near the school, on the hill, from which a fine 
view of the surrounding country is to be had. 
In 1897 he married Miss Bessie James, of Louis- 
ville, Ky., and their little son bears the name of 
Lawrence James. Mrs. Smith is a daughter of 
Thomas James, of Louisville, Ky., and sister of 
William T. and Fred W. James, of Lexington, 
Okla., all successful merchants. 


OM THORNTON, who has one of the best 
and most highly improved farms in Cleve- 
land county, has risen to his present place 

of prominence among the agriculturists of Okla- 
homa by sheer force of well- -applied energy and 
an intelligent understanding of the best way to 
conduct a farm. 
Mr. Thornton was born in Scott county, Miss., 
January 8, 1861, and is a son of George A, 
Thornton, who removed to tay son county, 
Tex., in the fall of 1869, and who is at the pres- 
ent time one of the leading men of the commu- 
nity. He was born in 1821, and is still robust 
and capable, and takes his old-time interes: in 
matters of progress and development. He is a 
moral and upright man, and for over forty vears 
has been a deacon in the Baptist Church. Fra- 
ternally he has been active in all things pertain- 
ing to the Masonic order, having joined that 
organization when twenty-one years of age. 
During the Civil war he served his cause with 
courage and distinction as a member of the 
Confederate army. His ancestors came originally 
froin Ireland, and associated themselves with the 
early history of Alabama. Mr. Thornton mar- 
ried Martha Mathews, a native of Carroll county, 
Miss., who became the mother of ten children. 
Tom Thornton was reared in Grayson county, 
Tex., until his nineteenth year. A large part of 
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his life has been spent on the plains and in the 
cattle business. In 1880 he went to the Comanche 
Indian country and was employed on a cattle 
ranch for eighteen months. He then removed to 
the Cheyenne and Arapahoe country, sixty-five 
miles northwest of Anadarko, and lived on a 
ranch until 1884. A later venture was at White 
3ead Hill, I. T., where he lived on Thompson’s 
cattle ranch until 1897, meantime having large 
responsibilities and managing many cattle. He 
built the first hotel at Paoli, I. T. (which was 
quite a commodious affair of sixteen roonis), 
and conducted a successful business in connec- 
tion with the management of a large cattle farm. 
He had seven hundred and fiity acres of culti- 
vated land, four thousand acres of pasture and 
three thousand neae of cattle. 

In 1897 Mr. Thornton bought from W. H. 
Blackwell the farm in Lexington township upon 
which he is now living, and which at the ine 
had very few improvements. His family came 
the same winter, and he at once began the erec- 
tion of the residence now occupied by them, and 
which is one of the best in the county. The 
farming industry was commenced in 1808, and 
there is to-day one hundred and sixty acres un- 
der cultivation. He also raises a large herd of 
cattle. and does an extensive stock business. 
There is a good orchard connected with the farm, 
also a vineyard, and the buildings and improve 
ments are modern and labor-saving. Although 
it has few equals and no superiors in the county, 
the farm is continually being brought under a 
higher degree of cultivation, for the watchword 
of the enterprising owner is progress. With this 
in view, his entire time is devoted to the farm, 
which is a fine and profitable investment. 

The marriage of Mr. Thornton and Sallie B. 
Harris occurred in 1880. Of this union there are 
no children, but Mr. and Mrs. Thornton have 
given vent to their kindness of heart by adopting 
two orphan boys, one since his seventi year and 
the other when a babe. In national politics Mr. 
Thornton is affiliated with the Democratic party, 
and, though interested in its issues and uncer- 
takings, has never been an office-seeker. He is 
regarded as a valuable addition to the many who 
have sought better conditions in the territory 
and is esteemed for his liberality of thought and 
general tendency to progressiveness. 


L. ROBERSON. In the estimation of those 

best qualihed to judge of his ability and 

legal attainments, Mr. Roberson takes high 
rank as an exponent of the only exact and un- 
changing science. Those who have profited by 
his skill and judgment assert that he will some 
day be among the foremost representatives of 
the law in Oklahoma. 
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A native of Jefferson county, Ill., Mr. Rober- 
son was born in 1855, and educated in the coim- 
mon schools of his county. At the age of six- 
teen he had qualified as a teacher and received a 
certificate, but still continued his pursuit of 
knowledge at Enfield Academy, in White county, 
Ill. As a school teacher he attained success in 
McDonough county, and continued his efforts 
from 1875 until 1882. After this term of service 
in the same locality he removed to Wayne 
county, Iowa, and entered upon the study ot law 
with W. IF. Howell, a leading attorney there 
To defray his expenses he ta Lught school daring 
the winters until 1884) and thus saved enough 
money to carry on his studies in the Iowa City 
Law School. 

In the spring of 1884 Mr. Roberson located in 
Orleans, Neb., as a possible future field for the 
practice of his profession, and remained there 
until the opening of the Cherokee strip in 1893. 
While living in Orleans he attained to consid- 
erable prominence in the community and exerted 
a special influence in the political affairs of the 
locality. In 1886 he was a candidate for county 
attorney of Harlan county, Neb., and was de- 
feated by only seventeen votes, in a county 
where the opposing Republican party had a ma- 
jority of eight hundred votes. For one term he 
served as mayor of Orleans, and was town attor- 
ney for three years. 

Mr. Roberson wisely foresaw the possibilities 
of the newly opened strip, and was one of the 
first to recognize the particular advantage of a 
residence in Newkirk. His immediate concern 
has been a general law practice, and outside in- 
terests have added largely to his responsibilities. 


For two years he served as city attor- 
ney and was for four years a member 
of the school board. As a candidate for 


probate judge of Kay county he participated 
actively in the rigors of the campaign of 1900, 
and stumped the county in an enthusiastic and 
convincing manner, and is contesting the clec- 
tion at this writing. With the various fraternal 
societies Mr. Roberson is prominently connected, 
and is a member of the Masonic order, having 
joined the organization in lowa in See He is 
also associated with Lodge No. 27, I. O. O. F-.: 
the Ancient Order of United Wrerlawets at Or- 
leans, Neb.; the Woodmen of the World, the 
Fraternal Aid and the Modern Tonties. 

In 1885 occurred the marriage of Mr. Rober- 
son and Edith M. Feninger, and of this union 
there have been two children, Frank A. and Au- 
gusta M. Mr. Roberson is the highest type of 
the self-made man, Tis parents were poor and 
unable to provide the education which his nature 
desired, and he was obliged to depend entirely 
upon the assistance which his own perseverance 
and ability brought within his reach. In his 
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adopted town he has erected a commodious and 
comfortable residence, and owns a building on 
the north side of the public square. Such men 
constitute the bulwarks of the social, commer- 
cial and professional world, and richly deserve 
the patronage and recognition which is readily 
accorded them. 


DAM BROWN, a well-to-do farmer of Ca- 
nadian county, is located on the southwest 
quarter of section 26, township 13, range 6 

west, his postoffice being Frisco. Mr. Brown was 
born j in Clermont county, Ohio, August 23, 1849, 
and is a son of Adam and Elizabeth Brown. He 
was reared in Milford, where his father carried 
on the cooper’s trade meantime. He received a 
common-school education, and also attended a 
seminary between the ages of nine and seven- 
teen. Beginning to work in his father’s shop, 
he served an apprenticeship, without pay, until 
he learned the business, and then received wages 
until he was nineteen years old. At that time 
he went to California by ocean steamer from 
New York City, being twenty-five days on the 
voyage to San Francisco. He next went to 
British America on a sailing vessel, which con- 
sumed twenty-five days in the voyage. For three 
months he worked in a logging camp in Wash- 
ington Territory, and later spent a month 
in California, returning east via the ocean. 

Soon after his return home, December 20, 
1870, Mr. Brown married Catherine P. Garland, 
who was born in Clinton county, Ohio, and is a 
daughter of Benjamin IF. and Maria (Reybolt) 
Garland. Shortly afterward Mr. Brown started 
a shop of his own in Clermont county, and car- 
ried on business there for seven years, with 
good results. He purchased a farm of seventy- 
four acres, which he cleared and lived upon for 
three years, then sold out and moved to Harper 
county, Kans. There he bought wild land to 
the extent of eighty acres, upon which he made 
his home from April to October. Aiter this he 
moved to J’ord county, in western Kansas, and 
purchased three hundred and fifteen acres of wild 
land, which he improved. However, not being 
able to raise any crops, he sold the property for 
$125, after he had expended a small fortune 
upon it. 

At the opening of Oklahoma Mr. Brown made 
the run from the west line, locating his present 
claim on the morning of the 23d of April. He 
filed on the land and remained thirty days, when 
he went back to Kansas and was taken sick 
because of exposure. He was ill all summer 
and had not fully recovered when he moved 
here with his family in October. They camped 
in a wagon for ten days, after which he built a 
room 12x16 feet at a cost of $24. They lived in 
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that without a floor until spring, when he laid a 
floor, and the next fall put a shingle roof ‘on the 
house. The year after he built an additional 
room and was favored with excellent crops. He 
now has a fine orchard of seven hundred trees 
and a good grove of black locust trees. He has 
prospered and purchased an additional one hun- 
dred and sixty acres on the southeast quarter of 
section II. 

Mr. Brown and his wife are the parents of 
eight children: Garland, who was born in Cler- 
mont county, Ohio: A. Truman, who lives near 
his. father, and was also born in Clermont 
county; Florence, Zenas, Walter -O., Eunice, 
Mabeth and George, born in Gray county, Kans. 
Mr. Brown cast his first vote for Grant in 1872, 
and was a Republican until the silver issue arose. 
He and his wife are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, in the works of which they 
are deeply interested. 


H. DECKER. Although the period of his 
connection with the commercial and polit- 
ical history of Oklahoma is comparatively 

brief, Mr. Decker has already won a wide ac- 
quaintanceship and has gained a reputation for 
keen judgment and uprightness of character. 
He is at the head of the mercantile house of J. 
H. Decker & Co., of Pond Creek, his partners 
in the business being his sons, J. F’. and Otho F. 
In addition to maintaining a general oversight 
of this industry, he gives considerable attention 
to public affairs, and is now a member of the 
territorial legislature, representing the twenty- 
first district, to which position he was elected 
on the ed atee! ticket in the fall of 1900. 

In New York City, in 1847, Mr. Decker was 
born to the union of John I. and Martha (Deck- 
lin) Decker, natives of New York. His early 
years were prolific of adventure. When fifteen 
years of age he ran away from home and went 
into the army, enlisting in Company A, Fighty- 
ninth Illinois Infantry, at Chicago, and partici- 
pating in many of the severe battles of the war. 
He was in the thick of the fight at Missionary 
Ridge, Lowden (Tenn.), Strawberry Plains, New 
Market, Mossy Creek, Dandridge, and in the 
Camp, which waged 
hot and furious for twenty days. On the night 
of May 27 he was captured in front of New 
Hope Church, after a battle which left one thou- 
sand of his division dead on the field. While 
lying unconscious on the ground from the effects 
of a bursting shell, he was captured by the 
enemy. Taken to Andersonville, he was held 
there from May 27, 1864, until April 12, 1865, 
when he was released. He was honorably dis- 
charged July 25 of that vear. 

his dre 
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prison life, Mr. Decker returned home in fair 
health. In 1865 he married lrances C., daugh- 
ter of William and Mary Flansburg, of Henry 
county, Ill. Up to the time of his marriage his 
opportunities for acquiring an education had 
been meager, but he was ambitious and deter- 
mined to gain knowledge, therefore devoted 
himself to general reading whenever his farm 
duties would permit him so to do. In 1871 he 
removed from his farm to Wilton, Iowa, where 
he took a course of four years in Wilton Col- 
lege, graduating in 1875. After appropriate 
study, he entered the ministry of the Christian 
Church, and gave his time to the same until 
1881, when, owing to a serious throat trouble, he 
was forced to abandon his work as a preacher. 
During the greater part of eleven years he made 
his headquarters at Hillsboro, Iowa. Going 
to Milan, Mo., he built a wagon and carriage 
factory and became a member of the firm of 
Decker & Roe, which manufactured wagons 
and carriages for six years. Meantime he was 
active in public affairs, taking a prominent part 
in the Republican party. On that ticket, in 
1884, he was elected from Sullivan county to the 
Missouri legislature, being the first Republican 
elected to the legislature from that county after 
the war. 

The next business venture of Mr. Decker was 
conducted in Washington county, Kans., where 
he was engaged in the lumber and hardware 
business for ten years. Returning to Missouri 
in 1895, he settled at Greenridge, Pettis county, 
where he was interested in a mercantile busi- 
ness. At the same time he had important inter- 
ests at Eldorado Springs and Maita Bend. 
Meantime, about 1893, the condition of his 
throat had improved to such an extent that he 
felt justified in resuming ministerial work, and 
for three years he was a member of the state 
board of the Christian Church of Kansas. An- 
other enterprise which called for some attention 
on his part about this time was a lumber and 
hardware business in Phillipsburg, Kans., which 
he retained for four years. 

Of the sons of Mr. Decker, J. F. was born in 
Henry county, Ill., in 1866, and Otho F. in 
Cedar county, Iowa, in 1874. They came to 
Oklahoma in June, 1894, and bought claims in 
Grant county, one claim being two and one-half 
miles south of Pond Creek, and the other ten 
miles west. In the winter of 1890-91 they built 
a store room of brick, 30x1o00, in which they 
carry a mercantile stock valued at $20,000. This 
business they now conduct, having the active 
management of the same. 

Although reared a Democrat, J. TT. Decker 
has been a strong adherent of Republican prin- 
ciples since 1873. At various times his party 
has honored him with election to positions of 


‘suits for several vears. 
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trust and honor, all of which he has filled with 
credit to himself. In religion he has for years 
been a prominent worker in the Christian 
Church, and of recent months he has been inter- 
ested in the building of the house of worship at 
Pond Creek. At the present time he is often 
called upon to occupy the various pulpits of his 
locality, and is an earnest advocate of the higher 
spiritual life, wielding through his example and 
his precepts an extended influence for good. 
Fraternally, he 1s connected with the Independ- 
ent Order of Odd Fellows in Pond Creek. 


ILLIAM W. ROWLAND became identi- 

fied with the interests of Waukomis in 

1893, and has since been successfully en- 
gaged in the real-estate and cattle business. -\t 
the opening of the reservations he made the run 
from the south line, and later bought a claim 
on section 26, township 21, range 7, Garfield 
county, upon which he at once proceeded to 
make improvements, and which he sold in the 
fall of 1899. After a visit to his former home in 
Kentucky he settled in Waukomis, and pur- 
chased one hundred and twenty acres of land on 
section 24. Forty acres of this he sold off in 
town lots, which he called Rowland’s addition, 
and which contained about seventy-nine lots. 

In the spring of 1900 Mr. Rowland bought out 
the feed yards and business of Eastman Bros., 
and conducted large interests in the blooded 
stock line, dealing in French Percheron, Golden 
Almont and Spanish Jacks. He owns one-hali 
interest in the business block in which his busi- 
ness is conducted. 

Mr. Rowland was born in Barren county, Ky., 
and is a son of George W. Rowland. He re- 
ceived an excellent home training, and was 
taught how to successfully conduct a farm. He 
also studied diligently at the public schools, and 
had opportunity at different times to acquire 
considerable business experience. When twenty- 
one years of age he went to Richardson county, 
Neb., where he was engaged in agricultural pur- 
I'rom there he went to 
Sumner county, Kans., and lived on a farm for 
four years. Again changing his place of resi- 
dence, he went to Colorado Springs and _ re- 
mained for a year on a ranch. Owing to the 
illness of his parents he was recalled to Ken- 
tucky, where he remained until their death, after 
Which he settled up the estate and in 1888 re- 
turned for a year to his farm at Colorado Springs. 

January 7, 1890,’ Mr. Rowland returned to 
Kentucky and was married to Mary P. Depp. 
Buying a farm in Barren county, on the old 
homestead, he farmed for four vears, or, until 
the opening of the Cherokee strip. In political 
affiliations Mr. Rowland is with the Democratic 
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794 PORTRALTL 
party, and he is a member of the schooi board. 
Yo Mr. and Mrs. Rowland have been born three 
children: Tipton, Jessie and Nettie. The family 
are members of the Christian Church. 


ON. THOMAS H. DOYLE. Inthe zenith 

of life and usefulness, Mr. Doyle, of Perry, 

is a prominent factor in the affairs of his 
town and county. Early in his career, his name 
was brought forward by his political friends, and 
for the past four years he has ably represented 
the third legislative district of this territory in 
the general assembly. He is a thoroughly ac- 
tive, progressive statesman, alert to the “good of 
the public, and not slow in championing the 
rights of the majority. 

Mr. Doyle comes of a respected Massachusetts 
family, his birth having occurred December 21, 
1862, on his father’s farm, near Uxbridge. The 
latter, John Doyle, removed to Osage county, 
Kans., in 1879, and later moved to a farm in 
Franklin county, same state, where he is yet 
living. His wife, Josephine (Henchion), de- 
parted this life in Massachusetts, and of their 
five children, Thomas H. is the eldest. John D., 
an attorney, is the editor of the Williamsburg 
_(ixans.) Republican. : 

For seventeen years Thomas H. Doyle lived 
in Massachusetts, and in his youth enjoyed its 
excellent public schools. He was graduated in 
Whitin’s Academy, at Northbridge, Mass.. in 
1879, and then went to Kansas, where, the fol- 
lowing year, he became a student in the Uni- 
versity of Kansas. In a short time he entered 
the employ of the Fort Scott & Gulf railroad, 
-and was a trainman for two years. He then 
began the study of law, under the guidance of 
Judge Benson, of Ottawa, Kans., and later was 
in the office of Kirk & Bowman, at Garnett. In 
1883 he was admitted to the bar in Ottawa, and 
then went to Harris, Kans., where he started a 
banking institution, which was carried on under 
the name of Doyle & McDonald, for about three 
vears. Then, disposing of his interest in the 
business, he established himself in practice at 
Garnett, where he remainéd until the fall of 

1893. Ever since the day of Perry's official birth 
he has been engaged in the practice of law here, 
for three years as a member of the firm of Stone 
& Doyle, then for a period as senior partner 
of the firm of Doyle & Bowles, and now of Doyle 
& Barrett. He has become one of the chie! real- 
estate owners of Perry, having both residence 
and business property, and, in addition to this, 
has property in Kansas and Kansas City. He 
is the president of the Noble County Dar Asso- 
ciation, and is ex-viee-president of the Oklahoma 
Yerritorial Bar Association. 

Since becoming a voter, Mr. 


Dovle has been 


, City. 
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active in the ranks of the Democratic party. In 
1884 he was a candidate on that ticket from the 
thirty-seventh district of Kansas to the legisla- 
ture, but was defeated, owing to the fact that 
his party was in a minority in that locality. In 
1896 he became the Democratic nominee of the 
third legislative district to the territorial assem- 
bly, and was elected by a majority of two hun- 
dred votes, two years later being re-elected by 
about the same majority. In the fourth gencral 
assembly he was speaker pro tem., and was the 


- chairmanof the judiciary committee. He was the 


author of the Free Range bill, under which act 
about $100,000 is added annually to the sciiool 
funds, by making cattlemen pay for the use of 
the territorial lands, He also was the author 
of the bill providing for a non-partisan board 
to have in charge the leasing of school lands, 
but this bill was vetoed by the governor. An- 
other bill, introduced by him, incorporated the 
Sisters of Mercy at Sacred Heart, Potiawatomie 
county, Okla. In the fifth general assembly, Mr. 
Doyle was chairman of the committee on juris- 
prudence, and was the author of House Bill No. 
1, which provided the setting aside of an action 
board of equalization, but this was vetoed. He 
has been the president of the first free silver 
club ever organized in Oklahoma. . Fraternally, 
he is a member of the Perry Commercial Club, 
the Modern Woodmen of America, the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen, the Select Knights, 
and the Red Men. 

In Kansas City, the marriage of Mr: Dovle 
and Miss Rose O’Neill was solemnized, in 1803. 
She is a native of New York state, was gradu- 
ated in the Emporia (Kans.) State Normal, and 
then engaged in educational work in NKarsas 
This worthy couple have one daughter, 


namely: Marguerite. 


ENERAL P. FROST. Although practi- 

cally a newcomer to Blackwell, having ar- 

rived in January of 1900,’ Mr. Frost has 
already shown a commendable interest in the 
town of his adoption, and is inclined to aid its 
growth in every way in lis power. 

Born in Arkansas in 1864, hei is a son of Sevier 
and Elizabeth Frost, natives, respectively, ot 
Tennessee and Missouri. On his father’s farmsin 
these two states he was reared to agricultural 
pursuits, and received a fair education in the 
public schools. At the age of seventeen his in- 
dependent spirit asserted itself, and. he decided 
to start out in the world for himself. As a pre- 
liminary to a life of usefulness, he began to 
work by the month for the farmers throughout 
Nansas, Colorado and Wyoming, and finally set- 
tled on a farm in Idaho, where he engaged in 
general farming and stock-raising, and mater 
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ally increased his fortunes. He was united in 
marriage with Rosie McEwen, and one child 
has been born to them, Cora, who is seven years 
of age. 

In January of 1900 Mr. Frost decided to take 
advantage of the unimproved condition of af- 
fairs in the newly opened territory, aid located 
in Blackwell, where he has since continued to 
reside. He bought the livery barn in which his 
affairs are conducted, and has a good iine of 
stock purchased in Kansas. Quite a revenue 
is realized from the purchase and sale of horses 
and mules, of which he is an unusually good 
judge. 

In political affiliation Mr. Frost is associated 
with the Democratic party, but has never been 
an office-seeker. Fraternally, he is connected 
with the Odd Fellows at Blackwell. 


ENRY GRISWOLD. Guthrie boasts of 

no more enterprising, energetic business 

man and sterling citizen than Mr. Gris- 
wold, a large share of whose mature life has been 
devoted to the management of hotels and livery 
stables. He possesses the progressive spirit of 
this period and is generally considered to be a 
man of broad, liberal views on all of the leading 
issues of the day. 

He is a son of George G. and Alzina (Roberts) 
Griswold, both of whom came from sterling old 
American families. The father, a native of Che- 
mung county, N. Y., was a son of Rewben Gris- 
wold, a farmer, and likewise of New York state 
birth. The latter passed his entire life in his 
native state, where his ancestors had been pio- 
neers, but his wife, Sally, died in Michigan. The 
Griswolds, who were English people, were 
among the early settlers of Connecticut, and 
were actively engaged in the Indian wars and in 
the Revolution. George G. Griswold was born 
April 30, 1810, and departed this life in 1890. 
IHlis devoted wife, likewise a native of Chemung 
county, N. Y., and three years his junior, sur- 
vived him but thirty days. She was of Welsh 
extraction, but her ancestors came to America 
prior to the great Indian wars and suffered 
greatly at the hands of the redskins, as their 
cabins and crops frequently were destroyed by 
fire. George G. Griswold crossed the plains to 
California in 1852, and after remaining on the 
Pacific coast for two years returned home by 
way of the Isthmus of Panama. The new dis- 
coveries of precious ore in Colorado led him to 
make the trip to Pike's Peak, and for two years 
he engaged in mining in that region. For many 
years “he was actively occupied in agricultural 
labors in Livingston county, Mich. and in 1869 
he located in Springfield, Mich. Ife was hon- 
ured and esteemed by eye ery one, and to his pos- 
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terity he left the priceless heritage of an un- 
blemished name and record. 

The birth of Henry Griswold occurred Febru- 
ary 8, 1847, on the parental homestead near 
Hartland Center, Livingston county, Mich. He 
has seven brothers and sisters living, and ong 
of the number, Elisha, now proprietor of a hotel 
in Hawley, Mich., was a member of the Third 
Regiment of Cavalry during the Civil war. When 
he was in his fourteenth year our subject re- 
moved with the family to Springfield, Mich., 
where his educational advantages were better 
than he had formerly received. 

When war was fairly entered upon by the con- 
tending factions in the land, Mr. Griswold was 
eager to respond to the call of the president, but 
his youth was against him. During the early 
years of the war he regularly tried to enlist in the 
ranks whenever an opportunity afforded, but each 
time his father refused to allow the lad to go. 
His continued enthusiasm and persistence at 
last bore fruit, for his father finally consented to 
his enlisting, and in 1864, though he was but 
seventeen, he became a member of Company A, 
Sixth Michigan Cavalry. After being mustered 
into the Union army at Jackson, he proceeded to 
City Point, Va., and participated in the famous 
siege of Petersburg, under the leadership of 
General Custer. The Sixth Michigan Cavalry 
took a very important part in the Shenandoah 
Valley campaign, and until the end of the war 
was almost constantly engaged in action. When 
the last decisive battles had been fought the regi- 
ment was mustered out at Benton Barracks, near 
St. Louis, Mo., in June, 1865. 

Returning home, Mr. Griswold resumed his 
interrupted studies and attended school for two 
winters, in the meanwhile assisting his father, 
who at that time was especially interested in 
raising hops for the markets. In 1869 he went 
to Lapeer, Mich., where he engaged in the livery 
business. He was quite successful, and for two 
vears he carried on the business. Then disposing 
of it and going to Linden, same state, he was 
occupied in the same calling for another vear. 
Subsequently he was the proprietor of a hotel-at 
Yale, Mich., for ten vears, conducted a hotel in 
Midland county, Mich., for a period, and later 
built the Griswold House at Averill, Mich. 

Having leased his hotel at Averill, Mr. 
wold came to Oklahoma, arriving in the territory 
June 7, 1889. He located a homestead in .\n- 
telope township, Logan county, and, having 
made improvements on the place, he also pur- 
chased an adjoining quarter section of land. His 
son owned another tract of similar extent, anc 
together they engaged extensively in raising cot- 
ton and wheat. At the end of seven years our 
subject went to Guthrie, and, in partnership with 
his son, carried on a grocery and general mer- 
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chandising business. When a favorable oppor- 
tunity presented itself, they sold out, and our 
subject again turned his attentién to the livery 
business. He owned one establishment on Sec- 
ond street, and in 1900 bought another, this be- 
ing situated on Oklahoma avenue. The first- 
mentioned barn had accommodations for from 
forty to fifty horses, while the other housed 
eighty horses. A general livery, sale and board- 
ing business was carried on, and the liveries were 
the largest and best equipped in the city. Janu- 
ary I, 1901, he sold the livery business and now 
engages in the cab and transfer business. Mr. 
Griswold owns a quarter section of valuable land 
in Lawrie township, on the Cimarron river. 

While a resident of Michigan, the marriage of 
Mr. Griswold and Elizabeth Fair, a native of 
White Lake, Oakland county, was celebrated. 
They have one son, Charles H., who is a grad- 
uate of Alma (Mich.) College, and is now a resi- 
dent of Guthrie. He is a young man of marked 
ability and promise, and for two years held the 
responsible position of private secretary to the 
United States marshal at Muscogee, I. T. He is 
identified with the Knights of Pythias, the Order 
of Red Men and Woodmen of the World. Like 
his father, he is a Republican of no uncertain 
stripe. Mrs. Griswold’s father, James Fair, was 
a native of Scotland, and in 1835 came to Amer- 
ica and settled in Genesee county, N. Y. He 
was one of the “forty-niners” in California; after 
making one trip home he returned to the Pacific 
coast, and in 1891 died in Grass Valley, Nevada 
county, Cal. Much of his mature life was sas 
in the mining region, where he obtained high 
remuneration, as he was an expert machinist and 
mechanic, having mastered the trade in his na- 
tive land. 


OHN EILERTS. A citizen from other shores 
who has ably assisted in the growth and 
development of his adopted town of Nardin, 

in Kay county, Mr. Eilerts was born in Germany 
in 1837, and is a son of John and Mary Eilerts, 
natives of Germany. His father was one-in a 
family of eight children, and was reared on the 
home farm in his native land, and, with his par- 
ents, came to America in 1846. Thev went to 
Cairo, IIl., thence to Beardstown, Ill, and until 
the war broke out the son John led a practically 
uneventful life, verv much like that experienced 
by other farmer lads. In 1862 he enlisted at 
Jacksonville, Ill, in Company A, One Hundred 
and First Volunteer Iniantry, and participated 
in the battles of Missionary Ridge, Dallas, Re- 


saca, Buzzard’s Roost, Peach Tree Creek and 
Atlanta. At the latter-named siege, Mr. [Filerts 
was wounded. July 22, by a rifle ball, wich 


passed through his right shoulder. Ife was im- 
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mediately removed to the field hospital, and tien 
to Chattanooga, going later to Springfield, {H1., 
where he was discharged in August of 1865. 


His hospital experience covered a period of six 


months. 

After the war, Mr. Eilerts settled in Jackson- 
ville, Ill, where he undertook to learn the trade 
of carpenter, and later engaged in the gencral 
merchandise business in the same city. In 1880 
he removed to Newton, Kans., and bougit a 
farm upon which he lived until 1885, when he 
removed to Whitewater, Kans., and opened an- 
other store of the same kind, that cf general 
merchandise. He continued in this line of occu- 
pation in Whitewater, where he was eventually 
burned out. In February, 1898, he came to Nar- 
din, Okla., and at once identified himself with 
the permanent growth of the town by purchasing 
property, upon which he erected a store, and 
put in a complete line of general merchandise. 
He has since yielded to the growing demands 
of the community, and built a larger place, 
24x70, in which to conduct his aftairs. The 
original place was 24x60, and is now rented to 
other parties. Mr. Eilerts has also put up a 
fine residence, in which he lives, and is the 
owner of two other dwellings, which are rented, 
and in Whitewater, Kans., he owns a store build- 
ing. 

The first wife of Mr. Eilerts was formerly 
Olive Malott, who was married to Mr. Eilerts 
in1859. Of this union there have been three chil- 
dren: Dollie, Fannie and Mary. Mrs. Olive E1- 
lerts died in 1868, at Jacksonville, II]. Mr. Ei- 
lerts married, in 1870, Augusta Snow, and their 
three children, Charles, W alter and Stella, are 
living at home. A Republican in politics, Mr. 
Eilerts’ first presidential vote was cast for 
Stephen A. Douglas, who was the playmate and 
school-fellow of his youth. In 1900 Nir. FEiierts 
was elected mayor of Nardin. He is a member 
of the Reformed Church, but as vet they have 
no place of worship in his adopted town. A 
member of the Masonic order, he is associated 
with the Whitewater (Kans.) Blue Lodge, and 
was connected with the Odd Fellows of the 
same place, in which he passed all of the chairs, 
but he has since transferred his membership to 


‘the Deer Creek Lodge, in Oklahoma. 





SCAR LEHMANN,-a stutcc 
Harrison township, Kingfisher county. is 
a native of Prussia, Germany. He emi- 
grated to this country in 1888, settling in Lan- 
caster county, Neb., where he was employed 
by the month on farms. In 1892 he came to 
Oklahoma, where he bought the southwest qrtar- 
ter of section 18, in Harrison township. The 
land was unimproved at the time, and he made 


essful farmer of 
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general improvements for wheat farming, cattle 
and horse raising. 
September 9, 1897, Mr. 


Lehmann married 


Amelia Stage, who is also a native of Germany. 
oY < 


She came to Oklahoma in December, 1802, set- 
tling on the southeast quarter of section 10. 
One year later she erected a good-sized house 
on her property, and in that house she and her 
husband live at the present time. Since their 
marriage they have farmed three hundred and 
twenty acres, two hundred and fifty acres of 
the land yielding a fine crop of wheat. They 
own twenty-five head of cattle and also several 
horses. There is a good orchard and vineyard 
on the place, and Mr. Lehmann manufactures 
considerable wine. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lehmann have been untiring in 
their efforts to succeed. They began farming in 
Oklahoma with limited means, and by careful! 
management they have prospered, and to-day are 
classed among the substantial citizens of the 
community in which they reside. 


B. COONS, who owns a well-improved 

homestead on section 22, Cimarron town- 

ship, Kingfisher county, has risen to a 
position of affluence within a few years by ener- 
getic, well-directed efforts. He enjoys the es- 
teem of a large circle of neighbors and friends, 
and loyally discharges every duty devolving 
upon him as a citizen. 

The paternal grandfather of our subject was 
Daniel Coons, a native of Germany, who at an 
early day crossed the Atlantic and founded a 
home in Bedford county, Pa. After clearing 
his land he engaged in its cultivation until 
shortly before his death, and lies at rest on the 
old burial ground on his own farm. His son, 
Daniel, was born on that homestead, and after 
his marriage the latter soon removed to Alle- 
ghany county, Md., and for a number of years 
was numbered among the enterprising farmers 
of that locality. He departed this life on his old 
home place, at the advanced age of seventy-two 
years. His fine farm, which was situated in the 
vicinity of Frostburg, comprised half a section, 
which was transformed by the owner from a wil- 
derness into a fertile, valuable plantation, one 
of the best in the state. Actively associated 
with all local progress, he was looked up to 
with respect, and was considered an influential 
factor in the Republican party. His wife, whose 
name in girlhood was Rachel Bucey, was a na- 
tive of Maryland, and of their eight children 
two are deceased and five still reside in Mary- 
land. 

D. B. Coons was born in Bedford county, Pa., 
in 1845, and in infancy was taken to Maryland, 
where he grew to manhood. For thirteen years 
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after arriving at his maturity he carried on one 
farm in Alleghany county, and amassed a com- 
petence, owning four lots and a good residence 
property in Frostburg. At last he decided to 
try his fortunes in Kansas, and in 1884 located 
in the western part of the state, where he car- 
ried on a farm and dealt extensively in cattle 
for several years. He purchased a homestead 
in Gray county and resided there for about two 
years, but, owing to the drouth which pre- 
vailed at that time there, he lost heavily, saving 
but little from the wreck. 

On the 22nd of April, 1889, Mr. Coons started 
from the “Big Camp” at Buffalo Springs and 
made the race into Oklahoma, securing his pres- 
ent property. As he did not have. sufficient 
means with him for filing his claim and for mak- 
ing necessary improvements upon his place, he 
commenced working for others, putting down 
wells and performing various kinds of labor, and 
during a portion of the summer was employed 
in Kansas. In September he returned with his 
family and the ensuing winter they dwelt in a 
dugout. The first autumn of his residence here 
he “planted a crop and commenced making ma- 
terial improvements upon his farm, which he 
soon reduced to a high state of cultivation. He 
raises a fine crop of wheat and corn each season, 
and is making a success of every department of 
agriculture. A large, well-kept orchard and 
good vineyard provide an abundance of fruit, 
and the two excellent wells of water are not the 
least important features of the homestead. In 
1899 a convenient house was erected on the 
place by the owner, and thus each year he is add- 
ing to the value of his farm. 

Mr. Coons is a Republican of no uncertain 
a and fraternally he has been affiliated with 

the Odd Fellows order for the past thirty vears. 
Though in no sense an office-secker, he believes 
in meeting his duties as a citizen, and when he 
was the choice of his friends for constable, he 
loyally discharged his obligations as the incum- 
bent of that position. For several years he has 
taken an active part in the Methodist Episcopa! 
Church, of which he is a member. 

In Ohio, Mr. Coons married, in early man- 
hood, Miss Mattie Bucey, who died a few years 
later in Maryland. Subsequently he married 
Miss Cora E. Hulvey, of Frostburg, Md., and 
five children bless their union, namely: Charles, 
Maude S., Olive E., Gladys and Zuda. 


EORGE L. LAGE. To a sturdy Dutch an- 

cestry Mr. Lage is indebted for many of 

the fine and cleanly traits of characte: 
which have to such an extent aided in his sue 
stantial rise in life. Though, practically speak 
ing, a young man, he has, nevertheless, an ati 
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ing place in the estimation of his fellow dwellers 
in Blackwell, who appreciate his honesty of pur- 
pose and sincere devotion to_the best interests of 
the community. 

A native of Kalamazoo, Mich., where he was 
born in 1870, Mr. Lage is a son of Steven and 
Jane Lage, natives of Holland, and born at 
Amsterdam. Steven Lage married after coming 
to America, and attained considerable promi- 
nence in Kalamazoo, where for a time he served 
as county clerk. His useful life terminated in 
1886. His wife is still living in Alichigan. 
George L. spent the first eighteen years of his life 
in Michigan;and was fortunate in receiving excel- 
lent educational advantages in the publicschools. 
At the age of eighteen he embarked upon an 
independent enterprise, and engaged in the drug 
business at Menominee, Mich., for two years, 
going thence to Ishpeming, of the same state, 
where he continued his former occupation until 
1893. After the opening of the Cherokee strip 
he came to Oklahoma, and in May of that vear 
located in Blackwell, where he has since con- 
tinued to reside. 

December 1, 1895, Mr. Lage was appointed 
assistant postmaster under Dr. Padon, and in 
1898 was made postmaster of this town. At that 
time the office was of the fourth class, but has 
since progressed to the third class, and he re- 
ceives the comfortable salary of S1.700 a vear. 
This responsibility was assumed by Mr. Lage at 
the age of twenty-eight, and, as far as known, 
he is the youngest to hold such a position in the 
territory. He is emphatically qualified for the 
office, and has the reputation of never having to 
ask a name a second time. 
has a truly remarkable memory. 

Mrs. Lage was formerly Nellie Watts, who 
was married to Mr. Lage in January of 1806, 
and, who) ds the daughter of D..C..and Mary 
Watts, of Independence. Kans. One child is the 
result of this union, Ilarold R., who is three 
years of age. 

The Lage residence is one of the prettiest and 
most comfortable in the eastern part of the 
town, and bespeaks the taste and advanced ideas 
of the family who occupy it. Considerable of 
the time and thought of Mr. Lage is devoted to 
his church interests. which constitute no sinall 
amount of responsibilitv. TTe was the organizer 
of the Presbyterian Church in the town, and 
is now an elder in the same. The organization 
was effected in 1896, and the building erected in 
1808, and was largely owing to the untiring ef- 
forts of Mr. and Mrs. Lage. From the first Mr. 
Lage has been superintendent of the Sunday- 
school, and has one of the best and larcest 
classes in this section of the country. Frater- 
nally, he is associated with the Masonie order 
at Blackwell, of which lodge he is senior deacon, 
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In this regard he 


and he is connected with the Eastern Star and 
the Maccabees. An active and broad-minided 
politician, his opinions are on the side of the 
Republican party, and he was a member of the 
territorial committee at Guthrie which nomi- 
nated D. T. Flynn as delegate to congress. 


HOMAS G. O’KEEFE, who has been en- 
gaged in contracting and building in Okla- 
homa City since the spring of 1893, has in 

that time erected some of the finest and largest 
business blocks in the city. He has a thorough 
understanding of the business in all its details, 
and, being possessed of an unusual amount of 
energy, has pushed rapidly to the front ranks 
of the leading business men of the community. 

Mr. O’Keefe was born in Sacramento, Cal., 
November 17, 1868, and is a son of Patrick and 
Mary (Milrick) O’Keefe. His father went from 
New York to Missouri at an early period, and 
then crossed the plains by ox teams to Califor- 
nia, where he engaged in contracting and build- 
ing. He had learned the trade of a bricklaver 
while in New York. He became superintendent 
of the state penitentiary in San Quentin, and 
later followed contracting in the mining regions. 
In 1872 he became superintendent of the state 
penitentiary at San Francisco, and is now serv- 
ing as inspector of sewers in that city. He mar- 
ried Mary Milrick, who died in 1891, in Cali- 
fornia. They were the parents of thirteen chil- 
dren, of whom two sons and four daughters are 
now living. Three of the daughters reside in 
Oklahoma. 

Thomas G. O’Keefe was reared in San Fran- 
cisco, and received his education in the public 
schools. He began to learn the bricklayer’s 
trade at the age of thirteen years, serving an ap- 
prenticeship until 1887. In the fall of that year 
he went to Los Angeles and followed, his trade 
until 1890, between that citv and San Diego. He 
then worked at Ogden three months, and in 
July, 1890, went to Denver, Colo. He followed 
his trade there, at Pueblo, and in the mountains 
until 1892. In the fall of that year he went to 
Dubuque, Iowa, thence to St. Louis, where he 
worked at his trade, and also contracted and built 
the Blackman & Post Pipe Works. In Iebru- 
ary, 1893, he located in Oklahoma City; where 
he has since been engaged in contracting and 
building on an extensive scale, emploving from 
one hundred to one hundred and forty men 
during the busy season. Among tiie many 
buildings which he has erected may be men- 
tioned Milner’s store; St. Anthony’s Hospital: 
Alton-Davis wholesale house; high school butt 
ing, now the largest in the territory; Carnegic 
Library Building, one of the finest buildings 1 
the city; Oil Mills; Oklahoma City Mulls an 
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Elevator; and the basement of the Webster 
school building, in the fourth ward. He has 
been a very active member of the Commercial 
Club since. its inception. 

At Fort Worth, Tex., Mr. O’Keefe was joined 
in marriage with Mary Kennedy, a native of 
Ripon, Wis. In politics he is a supporter of 
Democratic principles. 


W.SOUTHARD,M.D. After about aquar- 

, ter of a century devoted to his profession, 

* Dr. Southard has practically retired from 
active cares. The confidence which he has shown 
in Perry’s future has been manifested by his 
frequent investments in city and local property, 
and for some time he has been more interested 
in improving and selling real estate than in any 
other enterprise. 

Dr. Southard is a worthy scion of two fine old 
eastern families, two of his great-grandtfathers 
having been heroes of the Revolutionary war, 
and both of his grandfathers having been sol- 
diers of the war of 1812. The Southards trace 
their lineage through several generations in this 
country, through a number of generations 
in England, and. finally back to Normandy. The 
ere at-erandfather of our subject, on his father’s 
side, was Henry Southard, a native of Long 
Island, where many generations had lived. He 
removedto New Jersey with his father at the age 
of eight years, and during the war for independ- 
ence enlisted and served as w agon-inaster of the 
New Jersey forces, ttnder General Gates. Sub- 
sequently he was elected to the legislature of 
his state, and served for fifteen successive years 
in that honorable body. By a coincidence, he was 
once elected to congress at the same time that 
his son, Samuel Lewis Southard, was elected to 
the United States senate, Seales New Jer- 
sey. He passed much 2 his long life at Basking 
Ridge, N. J., and died when tn his nie seventh 
year. The doctor's paternal grandfather, Mica- 
jah Southard, removed from his birthplace in 
New Jersey to North Carolina, after taking an 
official part in the war of 1812, and he, too, 
attained the advanced age of ninety-six years. 
For a long time he was interested in the wagon 
transportation business to the south, and later 
he carried on a farm near Knoxville, Tenn., and 
to.some extent engaged in mercantile enter- 
prises. 

Reuben Southard, M. D., father of the doctor, 
was born in New Jersey, of which state his 
father was a native, though his mother was of 
North Carolinian birth. In his early manhood, 
he, too, chose for a wife one of the daughters 
of North Carolina, Miss Sarah Ballou. Her 
father, Stephen Ballou, who was of Irench- 
Huguenot stock, and was a native of Massachu- 


Sor 


setts, was an officer in the war of i812. He 
became a wealthy planter of North Carolina, 


‘and there died. Dr. Reuben Southard was grad- 


uated and received a degree in a medical col- 
lege, but never devoted himself to nis profes- 
sion. Instead, he was interested in farming in 
Tennessee, and conducted numerous business 
enterprises in different parts of that state. He 
lost a fortune by assisting in the construction 
of the Eastern Tennessee & Georgia Railroad, 
one of the first railroads built in the south. He 
died when eighty years old. 

‘The subject of this sketch was born September 
12. 1837, 1 in Knoxville, Tenn., and reared 1n that 
vicinity, obtaining an excellent education, and 
completing his literary studies in Athens (Tenn.) 
College. In 1855 he went to Edina, Mo., where 
he took up fethical studies under the super- 
vision of an uncle. In 1876 he was graduated in 
Hahnemann Medical College, in Chicago, and 
resumed his practice in Maquon, where he en- 
joyed the esteem of his professional brethren, 
as well as the confidence and patronage of the 
public. Since September 16, 1893, he has been 
engaged in practice in Perry. He owns a well- 
improved claim situated two miles north of the 
town, and here he also owns considerable resi- 
dence and business property. 

In Knox county, IIL, Dr. Southard married 
Miss Eveline Housh, a native of that locality. 
Her father, David Housh, was an Indianian, 
and an early settler in Illinois, where he was a 
farmer and merchant. David, eldest son of the 
doctor and wife, died at the age of eleven. The 
next son, Horace G., isa general trader at Perry, 
and Jacob O. is with the Swift Packing Com- 
panv’s plant at Amity. Mo. The two daughters 
are Mrs. Virginia Coffman. of Kansas City, and 
Mrs. Roberta Berry, of Chicago. 


\ 


ILLIAM L. STALNAKER. The ances- 
tors of the Stalnaker family in America 
located in Virginia, and in that state, 
from which so many noble and capable lives 
have gone forth to aid in the upbuilding of 
promising localities the country over, lived the 
paternal grandfather Stalnaker, who fought with 
courage and distinction in the war of 1812. 
William L. was born in Virginia in 1834, as 
were his parents, S. G. and Fannie (Bush) Stal- 
naker, whose vears of usefttIness were spent 
within its borders, where their death sulse- 
quently occurred. Their son, William, received 
an excellent home training, and was reared to 
a knowledge of the best way to conduct a farm, 
as well as in the studies taught at the district 
schools. Upon assuming independent control 
of his fortunes, he left his home in 1858, and 
settled in Madison county, Ill., where for cight- 
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een years he engaged in farming and steck- 
raising, with the exception of the three years 
spent in the army. : 


With the,opening of hostilities, Mr. Stalnaker _ 


enlisted in Company F, One Hundred and Sev- 
enteenth JIlinois Infantry, at Edwardsville, and 
took part in many of the important battles of 
the war. He fought at Vicksburg, Red River 
campaign, Nashville, and Mobile, and was hon- 
orably discharged at Camp Butler, Ili, August 
5 1865; After returning to his old home in 
Madison county, IIL, he remained until 1876, 
when he removed to Kansas, and lived upon a 
farm which he purchased. ‘At the opening of the 
Cherokee strip, September 16, 1893, he located 
upon the northwest quarter of section 22, town- 
ship 25, range 2 west, Kay county, which he at 
once began to improve, and which is now ready 
to prove up. Ninety acres are broken and under 
cultivation, and good houses and outbuildings 
erected. Mr. Stalnaker has also built himself 
a handsome residence in Tonkawa, and owns 
the business block in which the postoffice is 
located. 

In national beuees Mr. Stalnaker is affiliated 
with the Republican party, and cast his first 
presidential vote for Buchanan, since which he 
has never failed to vote the Republican ticket. 
He was at one time committeeman of Owens 
township. May 17, 1898, he was appointed post- 
master of Tonkawa, a position which he has 
since creditably filled. In fraternal fellowship 
he is associated with the Masonic order, which 
organization he joined in 1874. For years he 
has been secretary of various lodges, and at 
present is a member of the Blackweil Lodge. 
Himself and wife are members of the United 
Brethren Church. 

Mrs. Stalnaker was formerly Laura A. Brown, 
a daughter of Charles F. and Elizabeth Brown, 
of Madison county, Ill. Of this union there have 
been five children, viz.: Charles E., Florence, 
Ellie, William and Edwin. The children are all 
married, and Edwin is assistant postmaster. 





F. NEWBLOCK. This popular sheriff of 
Cleveland county is a self-made and self- 
educated man, from boyhood having had 

to carry the burdens usually borne by men. He is 
yon of the fact that he comes from the ranks 
of the people, that he has risen by his own in- 
stots ae Thus, having mastered the prob- 
lems of poverty and of life in general, he is in 
thorough sympathy with the masses, and is lib- 
eral and progressive in all of his ideas. 

Both of the parents of our subject were na- 
tives of Germany, and from his ancestors he 
inherited many worthy characteristics for which 
the Teutonic race is noted. Henry Newblock, 
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the father, lived in Pennsylvania for some years 
after arriving in America, and his father died in 
that state. Having learned the trade of a glass- 
blower, he worked in a plant where window 
glass was made, but his health failed, and it 
became necessary for him to seek another form 
of employment. In 1868 he came to the west 
and engaged in farming in Buchanan county. 
Later he owned farms in Labette county, Nans.. 
and in Washington county, Ark. His death oc- 
curred on the last-mentioned homestead, and his 
widow and six children were left with verv liin- 
ited means. Mrs. Elizabeth (Wagner) New- 
block, as previously stated, was born in Ger- 
many, whence she came to Pennsylvania when 
a young lady. With true fortitude, she met 
the vicissitudes of life, and though for many 
years she suffered hardships, she faithfully met 
her responsibilities as best she could, and to-day 
may be proud of the fact.that she reared her 
children to maturity, and that they are now oc- 
cupying positions of respect. The three sons are 
citizens of Norman, William being deputy to 
our subject. Mrs. Carrie Appleby and Mrs. 
Emma Appleby live in this county, and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Meek, a widow, resides at Norman. 

H. F. Newblock was born in Birmingham, 
Pa., January 12,4867, and wher about a year 
old was taken to Missouri. When in his tenth 
year, he accompanied the family to Labette 
county, Kans., and about two years iater went 
to W ashington county, Ark., where his father 
died. The lad had made but little progress in 
the acquisition of an education, and, as he was 
the eldest son, he perforce had to put his “shoul- 
der to the wheel” and helped to carry on the 
farm. Until he arrived at his majority, he con- 
tinued to operate the homestead, and then, 
going to Falls county, Tex., gave his attention 
to agricultural pursuits there for a short time. 

In August, 1889, Mr. Newblock came to this 
territory, and for five years managed a farm 
near Noble, uninterrupted by other duties. He 
improved his property and put into practice 
many of the practical ideas which he had ac- 
quired in his agricultural career. Having pur- 
chased another farm, he now owns three hun- 
dred and twenty acres in township &, range I 
west, and is successfully raising grain and cot- 
ton. 

In 1894 Mr. Newblock was nominated by the 
Populists for the office of sheriff of Cleveland 
county. Triumphantly elected by a_ plurality 
of about one hundred votes, he entered upon his 
new duties in January, 1894, and served until 
the beginning of 1897. In the meantime he bad 
been nominated on the same ticket, but had 
been defeated by thirty-eight votes in the 
tion. Returning to his farm, he quietly pursued 
his accustomed pursuits until the fall Tvs, 
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when he was nominated on the People’s ticket 
for the same office and elected by a large major- 
ity, as he received two hundred votes more than 
did his opponents. For the past two years he 
has lived at the county seat, and has won the 
sincere regard of all who know him. 

- The marriage of Mr. Newblock and Miss 
Addie Gardner, a native of Arkansas, took place 
in Cleveland county. This estimable couple 
have one child, Maud by name. Mr. Newblock 
is a member of the Presbyterian Church of this 
city, and is connected with Norman Lodge No 
5, A. F. & A. M.; and with the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen and the Woodmen of the 
World. 


APT. JOEL. H. HOBACK. The history of 

Captain Hoback is the record of a good 

citizen, a loyal patriot and a trustworthy 
friend and neighbor. With a kind, sympathizing 
feeling toward the poor and unfortunate, he 
spares himself no effort to benefit his fellow- 
men, and many have enshrined his memory in 
their hearts. Every one has a word of high 
praise for him, and the stranger who comes to 
Oklahoma county is made to feel that no more 
popular citizen can be found in Oklahoma town- 
ship than the captain. 

The spirit of the pioneers is in the soul of our 
subject, who, with his ancestors, has cheerfully 
endured the hardships of frontier life, and thus 
has opened the way to a peaceful, prosperous 
civilization. His paternal grandfather, John 
Hoback, a veteran of the war of 1812, was one 
of the hardy, determined men who threaded the 
forests of Kentucky with the ambition to found 
homes and rear their children in those beautiful 
solitudes. Many a time did. he wage war with 
the cruel Indians, and in one of these unequal 
encounters he was severely. wounded. A fair 
measure of sticcess crowned his pluck and per- 
severance ultimately, and at length he was laid 
to rest. in the state which he had assisted to 
found. His son and namesake, whose birth had 
occurred in’ Hardin county, Ky., removed to 
Johnson county, Ind., in 1835 and took up a 
claim in that young state, but death soon sum- 
moned him from his labors. His widow, Mrs. 


Dorcas, (Killen) Hoback,“ who was'a native of' 


the Keystone state, and of German ancestry, was 
left with the great task of rearing eleven chil- 
dren, and nobly did she perform the double part 
of father and mother, carrying on the farm, by 
the aid of her sons, and giving each of her chil- 
dren the best educational advantages of which 
she was capable. She died in her sixty-sixth 
year, in Tipton county, Ind., but her ‘“‘good 
works live after her.” She was a faithful mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh. 
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The youngest of the parental family, Captain 
Hoback was born in Johnson county, Ind., July 
24, 1835. His mother having died when he was 
in his fifteenth year, he went to a neighbor's, 
where he received $8 a month, besides his board, 
and for a portion of the year was allowed to at- 
tend school. Thus the cares of life early fell 
upon his shoulders, and for several years he 
worked at the carpenter’s trade. He also en- 
gaged in farming on his own account in his 
native county, and in 1858 located in Tipton 
county, same state, buying eighty acres of wild 
land. With energy he set about the task of 
clearing the land, and in time the log cabin was 
replaced by a substantial house, and everything 
about the farm was in a most flourishing condi- 
tion. In 1867 he commenced running a saw- 
mill, and for eleven years he shipped walnut 
lumber to San Francisco, meeting with good 
financial returns. His planing and saw-mill was 
destroyed by fire, and twice he rebuilt the struc- 
ture. He continued to prosper until he sold out 
in 1883ir. 

That year Captain Hoback went to Arkansas 
and at a point not far from Hot Springs bough 
twelve hundred acres of pine timber, which h 
proceeded to cut down at a rapid rate. Frectin: 
a mill at Malvern, he operated it for five years, 
most of the time running two mills, and ship” 
ping his lumber away on the Iron } Mountai 
Railroad. In 1888 he became a resident of Lit. 


Tt. 


aia 


‘tle Rock, and on the evening of April 22, 1889, 


arrived in Oklahoma City and took a lot in the 
southern part of the town. Later disposing otf 
this property, he bought his present homestead, 
which ‘is situated on the northeast: quarter of 
section I, township 12, range 3 west. It com- 
prises one hundred acres of bottom land, wel 
adapted for the raising of wheat and corn, an 
in addition to this the proprietor keeps a goo 
grade of live stock, for which there is an abun- 
dance of running water. 

Turning bac kward a few ch apters in the life 
of our subject, it will be seen how he earned his 
military title. In 1861, at the president's first call 
to patriots, Mr. Hoback enlisted in al DB 
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Sixth Indiana Infantry, and when his tern \ had 
been completed he joined Company H, Fifty- 
seventh Indiana Infantry, of which his = ther 

‘Rev. W.'K. Hoback; was: elected captain, while 


he was chosen as the first freuenants After” a 
period the brother resigned his post, in order to 
accept’ that of chaplain ‘to the regiment, for 
which work he felt better qualified. The posi- 
tion, thus open, was conferred upon our subject 
but in the following year he, too, was forced to 
resign because of disability. When he had 
sufficiently recovered he re-entered the old com- 
pany, this time as a private, but worked his way 
upward, grade by grade, until 
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stood in command of the company, being com- 
missioned as captain after the battle of Stone 
River. Altogether he participated in nineteen 
of the dreadful battles of the war, aside from 
skirmishes, and gallantly sustained the dignity 
of his responsible office. After the war had been 
terminated he and his company were ordered to 
the frontier, and served in the Rio Grande river 
rezion, in Texas, until December, 1865, the cap- 
tain being in full command of his force. They 
were mustered out of the service at ee aie ape 
Ind., in January, 1866. 

The boys who wore the blue are very dear to 
the captain, who served as senior commander 
of Grant Post No. 1, G. A. R.. He also is asso- 
ciated with the Masonic order, being past master 
of the blue lodge. Politically he is a Repub- 
lican of no uncertain views. Tor two years he 
served as supervisor of Oklahoma township, and 
in 1896 was a candidate for the office of county 
commissioner. As a member of the first board of 
school directors of district No. 4 he was induen- 
tial in securing the local schoolhouse. For forty- 
four years he has found a faithful helpmate in 
his wife, whose early name was. Minerva J. Ter- 
hune. She is a native of Kentucky, and is the 
mother of two children, namely: Claud D. and 
Mattie L. 


ENRY C. WALLERSTEDT: -One of the 

founders and original settlers of Perry, 

Mr. Wallerstedt deserves a place of honor 
in its history, and to-day stands second to none 
of its representative business men. In June, 
1900, he became the prepeieron and president 
of the Noble County Bank, and, aiter assisting 
greatly in the organization of the Noble County 
Fair & Trotting Association, he was made its 
president, in which capacity he is yet -acting. 
The fine fair grounds, comprising forty acres, 
join the city limits on ‘the south , and the enter- 
prise is justly popular and prosperous. 

Perhaps six generations ago, the Wallerstedt 
family lived in Germany, and were strict adher- 
ents of the Lutheran Church. Then one branch 
of the family was planted in Sweden, and there 
many of the name won laurels for the places 
which they achieved in educational and scientific 
ficlds of progress. 
our subject attained the ripe age of eighty- 
three” arid. dats father, al. SAs Wallerstedt, born in 
Strejull: und, Sweden, August 25, 1827, is yet liv- 
ing, his home now being in O: Ae wid, Neb: ’ He 

came to the United States when he was twenty- 
five years old, and, aiter living in Rock Islond, 
Ill., for two years, became a farmer of Mercer 
county, Ill., thence to the vicinity of 
Orion, Henry county, Il. In March, 1881, he 
settled on a farm near Oakland, Neb., and re- 


going 


The paternal grandfather of 
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cently retired, to become a citizen of the town. 
His faithful wife, Johanna, born in 1831, in the 
same section of Sweden, departed this life in 
Oakland, in December, 1893. Her father, Sam- 
uel Samuelson, was a farmer of Mercer county, 
Ill., for many years. Mr. and Mrs. Wallerstedt 
were Lutherans, and the former always has been 
loyal to the Republican party since casting his 
first presidential ballot here. 

Born September 21, 1864, Henry C. Waller- 
stedt is one of ten children. His only sister and 
two brothers are deceased, and the others com- 
prise: Frank, who is engaged in the insurance 
business in Omaha, Neb.; Carl J. and Simon L., 
who are farmers of Oakland, Neb.; John A., 
whose home is in New York City, and who is 
noted as a fine baritone singer, taking part in 
some of the church concerts and operas in the 
East; L. E., who is a traveling salesman of Nor- 
folk, Neb., and George W., who resides in 
Omaha, Neb. 

The birthplace ‘of our subject was near Ber- 
lin, Mercer county, Ill., and his boyhood was 
chiefly spent in Henry county, same state. He 
received a good public-school education, end 
in 1881 settled upon a Nebraska farm, where he 
remained for five years. For seven years he 
traveled extensively in the West, representing 
the firms of B. S. Herrington, of Oakiand, Neb., 
and J. Newlean, of the same place, for two 
years each, and in the fall of 1889 entered the 
employ of T. G. Northwall, of Omaha. His terri- 
tory with the last-named company was the west- 
ern part of Jowa and the eastern part of Ne- 
braska, though he also made three or four trips 
into Oklahoma, in the interests of his employ- 
ers. During all of these years he had become 
thoroughly acquainted with the merits of the 
respective agricultural implements upon the mar- 
ket, and on September 16, 1893, he located in 
Perry and engaged in the hardware and imple- 
ment business at the corner of Seventh and 
streets. At first he occupied a tent, but in Oc- 
tober a building, 25x70 feet in dimensions, was 
constructed, and this provided surficient room 
for some time. Additional accommodations have 
since become necessary, and the criginal store 
was increased in depth eighty feet, while ware- 
rooms, 30x100 and 25x50 feet, are now fully oc- 
cupied. The firm was known as Wallerstedt & 
Bloomquist until 1894, when the junior partner 
withdréw from the business in order to give 
his entire attention to the management of New- 
man’s Grove Bank, of Nebraska, of which he 
has been president for six years. In the spring 
of 1895 the buildings occupied by our subject's 
hardware stock were moved to their present 
site. He represents many of the leading firms of 
the country, and carries a large and well-selected 
stock. ILere may be found the Milwaukee mow- 
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ers and binders, a complete line of plows and 
implements; Reeves’, Avery’s, and Minnesota 
Chief threshing machines; the Rushford, Char- 
ter Oak and Trumbull wagons; the Secker, Ra- 
cine and Moore Brothers’ carriages, and har- 
ness, paints and oils. 

Mr. Wallerstedt, who enjovs a targe share of 
the trade of this vicinity, belongs to the West- 
ern Retail Hardware, Implement and Vehicle 
Dealers’ Association. He also is connected with 
the Perry Commercial Club, and has served his 
fellow-citizens as a member of the council and 
as one of the board of county commissioners. 
Politically, he is a true-blue geal can He 
belongs to Perry Lodge No. 15, A. F.& A. M.: 
Perry. Chapter No. 15, R. A. M.; Commandery 
No. 5, -K:., [.;,and India Temple, Mystic Shrine. 

The pleasant home of H. C. Wallerstedt and 
family is situated at the corner of Ninth and D 
streets. He married, in Omaha, Neb., April 11, 
1894, Miss Helene B. Chesbro, daughter of AL 
fred W. Chesbro, a contractor and builder, now 
of Perry. Mrs. Wallerstedt is a native of North 
Adams, Mass., and comes of an old eastern fam- 
ily. She received a superior education, and is a 
graduate of the Omaha Business College. Two 
daughters grace the union of our subject and 
wife, namely: Doris Lolita and Marion June. 
The family is identified with the Presbyterian 
denomination. 


JnaWHISTLER.: Jn, accord with the 

advice of the immortal Richelieu, it 

would seem that Mr. Whistler has oblit- 
‘erated from his vocabulary even the lingering 
remembrance of the clogging word “fail.” En- 
dowed with the mind financial, with the gift of 
organization, and the perseverance requisite for 
the surmounting of obstacles, and the. steady 
forging to the goal ahead, he has accomplished 
in the brief span of his years of activity an 
amount of work incomprehensible to the aver- 
age outsider. In associating the latter years 
of his effort with the promising pioneer days of 
Braman, Kay county, he has been instrumental 
in promoting some of the most ambitious 
schemes for the development and upbuilding of 
the town. 

At Delphi, Ind., on the Wabash a Mr 
Whistler spent his earlier years, and, following 
an apparent fitness of intellect and jaclinad on, 
undertook the study of medicine in the College 
of Pltysicians and Surgeons at Indianapolis. 
Subsequent reflection, however, confirmed him 
in the decision to abandon this profession fora 
strictly commercial life, and he entered the lum- 
ber business on the banks of the Wabash river. 
Tor the following two years he was associated 
with the Lafayette car works, after which he 
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began a series of organizations, the result being 
the Lafayette Lumber Company, with which he 
severed his connection in 1883. For a time he 
was then employed with ther Monon Railroad 
Company, and then with the Pennsylvania Com- 
pany, after which he engaged in farming, and 
the merchandise business at Delphi until 1892. 
During his residence there an added occupation 
was the compiling of a set of abstract books of 
Carroll county, Ind., the handling of insurance 
abstracts, and dealing in real estate in the gas 
belt of Indiana. 

Upon locating in Chicago, in 1892, Mr. Whis- 
tler established the firm of Whistler Bros., man- 
ufacturers’ agents, having the contract for the 
steam heating plant for the Kenwood Hotel. 
Later he sold his interest with Whistler Bros., 
and became heavily interested in large real- estate 
deals. In the meantime he was the chief pro- 
moter of the railroad from Benton Harbor, 
which was built through the Michigan fruit 
country in 1896, thereby facilitating the work 
of the fruit-growers, and encouraging the ship- 
ment of fruit to all sections of the country. After 
organizing the Chicago Raw Hide & Leather 
Company, he served as its president until the 
work was well under way, and in 1897 changed 
the scene of his efforts to Arkansas City. Thiere 
he was promoter and organizer of the Arkansa 
City Abstract & Trust Company, and was ie 
first president and general manager of the com- 
pany. 

In his capacity of right-of-way agent for the 
Kansas & Southeastern Railroad, in the con- 
struction of their line from Honeyw ell to Black- 
well, Mr. Whistler rendered conspicuous sery- 
ice, and to him is due the credit for the existence 
of the town of Braman. In 1898 he purchased 
one hundred and sixty acres of land along the 
line of the railroad, eighty acres of which were 
platted for town sites, and given the ‘name of 
Braman. The Braman Town Site Company 
was then organized, and operated under the firm 
name of Kimmel, Eaton & Whistler, Mr. Kim- 
mel withdrawing his connection With the firm 
in the following July. The friendship ae good 
fellowship existing “between Mr. Whistler and 
his former partner, Mr. Kimmel, made the sey- 
erance of their business relations a reluctant 
one, as their congeniality extended beyond the 
average, and was in every way worthy of the 
characters of the men. $ 

In 1898 Mr. Whistler began the erection of 
the Whistler block. Soon after this the Kansas 
& South Western Railroad passed into the hands 
of the second-mortgage bondholders, and the 
receiver, D. Braman, and the lessee, F. Eaton, 
lost control of the railroad, and it ceased to ep- 
erate into the town of Braman. This leit the 
town with no railroad facilities. An added re- 
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sponsibility was here involved upon Mr. Whis- 
tler by the withdrawing from the firm of the 
other partner, Mr. Eaton, which left him prac- 
tically alone in the management of the affairs of 
the town site company. The arduous duties in- 
volved were more than could be conscientiously 
shouldered by any one person, and Mr. Whistler, 
worn with the incessant hard work and close 
application, finally sold the town site’s affairs to 
B. J. Templeton, organizer of the Southern 
Trust Company. 

For some time Mr. Whistler has devoted his 
energies to the real-estate business and to insur- 
ance, and to a general supervision of his varied 
interests. In 1899 he became a stockholder 
in the bank at Braman. In political matters he 
has ever shown an active interest, and is a be- 
liever in the principles advocated by the Demo- 
cratic party. Fraternally, he is connected with 
the Masonic order at Delphi, Ind., and is an ex- 
Odd Fellow, of the Canton Encampment. 

At Delphi, Ind., in 1880, Mr. Whistler was 
united in marriage with Jennie Menaugh, a 
daughter of Thomas Menaugh, a prominent and 
wealthy agriculturist. Of this union there is 
one son, T. Clyde, who is taking a course in 
electrical engineering, with the view of studying 
law. Mr. Whistler has recently purchased the 
entire interests of the Southern Trust Company 
in Braman and has purchased an interest in a 
new subdivision-of two hundred and forty acres 
to the town of Okmulgee, the capital of the 
Creek Nation, and will have the management of 
affairs there. He is promoting a railroad from 
Wagoner to Okmulgee and possibly on to Okla- 
homa City. His business affairs take him away 
from Braman more or less, but his family will 
remain in their comfortable and commodious 
home in Braman and his best interests will be 
here. It will be his home always. 

This necessarily brief resumé is altogether too 
short to enumerate the many items of interest 
connected with the life and undertakings of Mr. 
Whistler. The estimation in which he is held by 
those most familiar with his successes is perhaps 
the most satisfactory tribute to his unselfish and 
broad-minded endeavor to aid in the promotion 
of the best enterprises of the localities which 
have benefited by his remarkable ability and in- 
sight. 


HARLES L. WENNER, chairman of the 
board of county commissioners of Noble 
county, was appointed to serve in this body 
of officials in January, 1898, by Governor 
Barnes, to fill a vacancy. Having abundantly 
proved his public spirit and general business 
ability, he became the Republican nominee for 
the office in the fall of the same year, and was 
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duly elected by a fair majority over the fusion 
candidate. On New Year’s day, 1899, he en- 
tered upon the duties of his regular term of two 
years, and a year later was elected chairman of 
the board. He has made a creditable record, 
and is eminently deserving of the praise that he 
receives upon every hand. In 1895 he becamie a 
deputy under the county clerk, Mr. Fuller, and 
in the course of his duties made out the first tax 
rolls of this county. He is active in Republican 
ranks, and highly approves the progressive pol- 
icy pursued by the leaders of this party. 

Mr. Wenner is a son of Henry.and Sarah 
(Kaullk) Wenner, natives of Pennsylvania. His 
father moved to Tiffin, Ohio, at an early. day, 
and there conducted a flourishing carriage man- 
ufacturing business for many years. He was a 
prominent member of the local Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, and continued actively connected 
with its work until his death, in 1889. His wife, 
who departed this life at their Tiffin home in 
1872, was born in Lehigh county, Pa., as was 
also her father, William Kaull. He was a farmer 
by occupation, and followed that cailing alter 
he removed to Tiffin, Ohio, where he died. 

The family of which Charles L. Wenner is a 
member consisted of five brothers and sisters. 
Two besides himself are living, namely: Frank 
W., who is superintendent of the public schools 
of North Baltimore, Ohio; and Fred L., who is 
private secretary to Governor Barnes, at Guth- 
rie, Okla. Charles L. Wenner was born in 
Tiffin, Ohio, May 15, 1868, and was educated in 
the schools of that place. In 1887 he graduated 
from the Tiffin high school, after which he pur- 
sued a course in Heidelberg College, at Tiffin, 
Ohio. In 1887 he joined his father in the car- 
riage business at Tiffin, and after the latter's 
death, in 1889, closed up his financial affairs. 

Nine years ago C. L. Wenner came to this 
territory, and for some time was connected with 
the Darlington-Miller Lumber Company, at 
Guthrie. He then accepted a position as a 
bookkeeper in the Capital National Bank, of 
the same city, and in 1893 went to Galveston, 
Tex., in the same capacity, being again employed 
by the Darlington-Miller Lumber Company. In 
September of the same year that concern sent 
him to Perry, to take charge of their lumber 
yards here, but in the spring of 1895 the prop- 
erty changed hands. Liking this thriving place, 
Mr. Wenner decided to remain here, and for 
the past five and a half years has been book- 
keeper for the Foster Lumber Company. 

Seven years ago, soon after his arrival in 
Perry, Mr. Wenner built a comfortable modern 
residence, and installed as its mistress the lady 
to whom he was married in December, 1803. 
Miss Louie Morris, who was born in Ohio, and 
is a daughter of T. W. and Mary Morris, of Win- 
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field, Kans. The young couple have two chil- 
drer, Wilda and Flora. 

In religious faith Mr. Wenner is a Presby- 
terian, and no one was more actively interested 
than he in the building of the Perry church. 
He acted as chairman of the building committee 
and at one time served in the offices of trustee 
and treasurer of the church board. He belongs 
to the Perry Commercial Club; is a member 
and officer of the Home Annuity Society, and is 
past commander of the Woodmen of the World. 


APT. Qe VIUXDMIURE.© The" tanuly cepre- 
C sented by Captain Admire, of Kingfisher, 
descends from German ancestry. but has 
been identified with American history for many 
years, and first settled in North Carolina. Squire 
Admire, a Kentuckian by birth, removed to 
Johnson county, Ind., and from there to Illinois, 
where he engaged in farming until his death. 
His son, Rev. James B. Admire, was a native 
of Oldham county, Ky., and was reared in that 
state and Indiana. He became a minister of the 
Methodist Episcopal denomination, and con- 
tinued in the service of the Indiana conference 
until his death, in Warrick county, Ind., October 
15, 1861, in the forty-second vear of his a age. 
When the war cloud fell upon our country, his 
sympathies were with the north, but his death, 
at the beginning oi the war, prevented his en- 
listment in the Union service. Several of his 
brothers had taken part in the war with Mexico, 
and the family was noted jor patriotism and 
valor. He married Rachel Veatch, who was 
born in Indiana, of Scotch-Irish descent, and 
whose father, Jacob Veatch, was a farmer 
throughout life. In the spring of 1861 Mr. and 
Mrs. Admire became ill with the typhoid fever, 
and neither recovered, the wife dying one month 
before the husband. At the same time their 
eldest son, J. V., was stricken with the dread 
disease. Youth and a vigorous constitution en- 
abled him to withstand the inroads of the disease, 
but he was ill for many months, and it was not 
until 1862 that he had recovered sufficiently to 
permit his enlistment in the army. Two of his 
brothers, Squire and James H., also served in 
the army, the former, now living in Warrick 
county, Ind., belonging to the One Hundred 
and Twentieth Indiana Infantry, and the latter, 
now a resident of Texas, serving in Company 
FE} Sixty-fifth Indiana Infantry. There were 
nine children in the family, and of these seven 
grew to mature years, and four are now living. 
In Johnson county, Ind., J. V. Admire was 
born October 15, 1842. He was educated in 
country and village schools and one year at 
Delaney Academy, Newburgh, prior to the war. 
In August, 1862, he volunteered as a private in 
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the army, becoming a member of Company E, 
Sixty-fifth Indiana Infantry. This was a War-. 
rick county company, all of its original members 
and several of its recruits being from that county. 
It was enlisted under the auspices of Dr. Eli 
Lewis, of Newburgh, Ind., who received from 
Governor Morton a commission as a second 
lieutenant for the purpose of recruiting volun- 
teers. He was afterward surgeon of the regi- 
ment. Organization was completed with one 
hundred and one men; altogether it had one 
hundred and sixteen. Five were killed in bat- 
tle, thirteen died of disease, and seven were dis- 
charged on account of disease. The enlistment ot 
the original members was dated August 12, 
1862; muster-in to the United States service, 
August 18, 1862; and muster-out, June 22, 1865. 
From Camp Lewis, Evansville, Ind., the regi- 
ment marched south. The first year’s service 
was in the vicinity of Owensboro, Madisonville, 
Morganfield, and Henderson, Ky. The different 
companies of, the regiment were distributed 
through the various parts of this district, Com- 
pany E being for several months at Henderson, 
engaged in provost and guard duty. Early in 
1863 the regiment was mounted, and was organ- 
ized especially for scouting service, pursuing, 
capturing and breaking up the guerrillas with 
which that part of the state was overrun. The 
company was stationed at Madisonville after the 
regiment was mounted. During this period the 
service was dangerous and trying, but without 
any noted battles. At the time of John Mor- 
gan’s raid through Kentucky, southern Indiana 
and Ohio, most of the companies of the regi- 
ment engaged in the pursuit. 

August 12, 1863, the regiment began its 
march across Kentucky and East Tennessee to 
Knoxville. They assisted in the capture of 
Knoxville and in all of the East Tennessee cam- 
paign, their principal battles being Bean’s Sta- 
tion, Hickory Ford, and Blountsville. In the 
spring of 1864 they were dismounted at Madi- 
sonville, Tenn. A few days later they joined 
General Sherman’s army, Second Brigade, Third 
Division, Twenty-third Army . Corps. They 
took part in all of the exciting incidents con- 
nected with the march to the sea, and fought 
in. the’ battles of. Dallas,. Dalton, _ Resaca; 
Snake Creek Gap, Peach Tree Creek, Buz- 
zard’s_ Roost, Kenesaw Mountain, Atlanta, 
Jonesboro, and (under Thomas) Franklin and 
Nashville; having been transferred, at the close 
of the Atlanta campaign, to Tennessee, where 
they participated in the two battles last named 
and the pursuit of Hood to the Tennessee river. 
Thence they were sent to Fort Fisher via Ohio 
river, Cincinnati, Washington, Annapolis and 
steamer, and took part in the fighting from the 
mouth of Cape lear river to the capture of Wil- 
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mington, N. C.; joining Sherman’s army at 
Goldsboro, N. C. After the surrender of Gen. 
Joseph E. Johnston, the regiment was mustered 
out of the service, at Greenville, N. C., and soon 
afterward paid off and honorably discharged at 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

During all of these months of weary marches, 

tedious service and exciting battles, Mr. Ad- 
mire had acted his part as a brave and valiant 
soldier. From the ranks he was first promoted 
to be a sergeant. Before leaving Kentucky, in 
1863, he was made a second lieutenant, and after 
reaching Tennessee was made first lieutenant, 
the latter commission dating from March 21, 
1864. He was commissioned captain November 
28, 1864, and commanded his company during 
the Atlanta campaign, holding the rank of cap- 
tain until his discharge. 
— On returning to Indiana, Captain Admire en- 
tered Asbury (now DePauw) University, at 
Greencastle, where he remained until the close 
of his junior year. On leaving college, he 
started a Republican newspaper in Warrick 
county and was also admitted to the bar there. 

July 23, 1869, found Captain Admire a resi- 
dent of Topeka, Kans. He selected a farm near 
that city, and for two years engaged in farming, 
after which, for six years, he edited the Topeka 
Times (now the Mail and Breeze). Under 
President Grant, he served as postmaster of 
North Topeka for six years. Removing to 
Osage City, Kans., he practiced law for three 
years, and afterward for nine years was editor of 
the Osage City Free Press. During his residence 
in that town he was postmaster for four and 
one-half years, receiving the appointment from 
President Arthur. His recognized ability and 
public spirit led to his selection by the Repub- 
licans as their nominee for the Kansas legisla- 
ture in 1887. He was elected and served with 
credit to himself, his principal work being as 
chairman of the committee on assessment and 
taxation. In 1888 he was re-elected, and the fol- 
lowing year rendered effective service on the 
committee of ways and means, also cast his 
influence for the re-election of Senator Plumb. 

At the close of his second term as a member 
of the Kansas legislature, Captain Admire ac- 
cepted a position as receiver of the United States 
land office at Kingfisher Stage Station. He 
drove over from Guthrie, Sunday, April 21, 1880, 
and found Kingfisher a town with only one 
building—a small structure used for the land 
office. A company of soldiers, commanded by 
Captain Woodson, was stationed here. He en- 
tered upon the duties of his office at noon April 
22, 1889, and held the position until October 
15, 1893, when a change in the national admin- 
istration caused a change in the office. He then 
turned his attention to journalistic work, having 
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formerly bought the World and Journal and 
consolidated them into the l*’ree Press, which he 
has published every week since. The World 
was one of the first newspapers in Oklahoma, 
and was published in Wichita prior to the open- 
ing. In addition to his work as editor, he has 
also been interested in farming, and owns a place 
five miles west of Kingfisher, on the creek of 
that name. Jn September, 1897, he was again 
appointed receiver of the United States land 
office, which position he still fills with efficiency. 
Local movements receive his encouragement, 
both personally and through the medium of his 
paper.- The city has’no one more devoted than 
he to its welfare and progress. He has served 
as a member of the council and acting mayor. 
When the first movement was inaugurated look- 
ing toward the establishment of Kingiisher Col- 
lege, he threw himself enthusiastically into the 
plan, contributed to the same, aided in founding 
the institution (which is the oldest college in the 
territory), and has been one of its trustees from 
the first. Always a Republican, he aided in the 
organization of the party in Oklahoma, and was 
a delegate to the national convention of 1884 
that nominated James G. Blaine for president. 
Grand Army affairs receive his close attention. 
It has been his aim to keep in touch with all the 

surviving members of his company, and, aiter a 
regimental reunion at Evansville, Ind., Septem- 
ber'*215' 1887," he’ “compiled and piblished a 
pamphlet containing a record of his company 
and its members, sending a copy of the same to 
each of the “boys.” He was the first commander 
of Kingfisher Post No. 2, G. A. R., and also for 
one term was honored with the office 2 adju- 
tant-general of the Grand Army of Oklahoma. 

The first child born in Kingfisher bears the 
name of Admire Lewis, and was born a day or 
two after the opening of the territory. The par- 
ents were poor, having, like so many others,come 
to Oklahoma empty-handed. The suggestion 
was made that the privilege of naming the child 
should be auctioned off to the highest bidder. 
This plan was immediately carried ort Captain 
Admire was the highest bidder, and the boy ac- 
cordingly received his name. He is now a bright 
schoolboy, and the captain takes an interest in 
his progress. . 

The marriage of Captain Admire took place 
in Warrick county, Ind., and united him with 
Miss Emma Lewis, daughter of Dr. Eli Lewts, 
who acted as surgeon, with the rank of major, 
of the Sixty-ffth Indiana Infantry. Captain 
and Mrs. Admire have three children: James 
Lewis Admire, a merchant in Kingfisher; Mina, 
wife of C. B. Johnston, also of this city; and 
Ili Lewis Admire, second lieutenant of the 
Twenty-second Regiment, U. S. A. The 
younger son enlisted, at the opening of the Span- 
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Po 
ish-American war, in Company C, First Illinois 
Infantry, and took part in the siege of Santiago. 
On the expiration of the campaign in Cuba, he 
returned to the United States, and in July, 1899, 
was appointed by President McKinley second 
lieutenant of Company A, Twenty-second Regi- 
ment. Immediately after his appointment he 


went to Luzon, Philippine Islands, where he has , 


since been in active service, as a member of 
Gen. Fred Funston’s brigade. 


HOMAS A. HAGER, whose well-con- 
ducted farm is located on the southeast 
quarter of section 17, township 18, range 3, 

has lived in the territory since the opening in 
1889. Owing to his own untiring efforts and 
progressive agricultural methods, he occupies a 
deservedly prominent place among the farmers 
of Payne county. He was born in Barry county, 
Mich., in 1841, and is a son of Daniel and Nancy 
Hager, natives of Pennsylvania. 

Daniel Hager was a blacksmith by trade and a 
farmer, and located in Michigan about 1838. He 
had a good farm, and his shop was located 
thereon. The family migrated to the west in 
1860 and settled in Butler county, Kans., and 
then began a series of troublesome times, grow- 
ing out of close proximity to the Indians. Owing 
to this difficulty they were compelled to change 
their location, and moved to Lyon county, where 
the elder Hager died in 1865. Thomas A. Ha- 
ger had four brothers, who became singularly 
united during the war, for they all served as sol- 
diers in Company I, Ninth Kansas Cavalry, and 
enlisted at Towanda, Kans., October 19, 1861. 
After their arrival at Leavenworth the company 
was ordered out on the plains, and until the win- 
ter of 1863 had their headquarters at Fort Lar- 
ned. They finally returned to Leavenworth, 
rejoined their regiment, and operated in Mis- 
souri and Arkansas. Their most difficult en- 
counter was with the forces at Bulbio, where 
they fought for three and a half hours and suc- 
cessfully routed the Confederates. One of the 
brothers, Wesley C., died in 1862 at Easton, near 
Leavenworth. The other three were mustered 
out at Devall Bluff, in Arkansas, in the spring 
of 1865, and returned to their home in Kansas, 
sorely afflicted by the vicissitudes of war. J. D. 
Hager was rendered permanently blind from 
sunstroke, and is living at Bartlesville, Cherokee 
Nation. T. A. was also sunstruck at Bulbio, and 
has never fully recovered from the effects. J. Td. 
died soon after the war. During the latter part 
of the service, I. N. and H. R., younger brothers 
of T. A., enlisted in the Seventeenth JKansas 
Regiment of Home Guard. 

After his father’s death, in 1865, T. A. Hager 
took care of his mother until her demise in 
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1898. She is buried at Glenwood cemetery, 
south of the farm. After the war Mr. Hager 
lived in Cowley county, Kans., for several years, 
and then made his home in Colorado for a time, 
going later to western Kansas, and eventually 
to Oklahoma in June of 1889. His claim is well 
housed and fenced and has developed into a re- 
munerative and satisfactory investment. 

In January of 1871 Mr. Hager married Lu- 
cretia L. Show, a daughter of W. D. and Hulda 
Show. Of this union there have been five chil- 
dren, three of whom are living, Albert W., Ber- 
tha W. and Edith R. The children are all living 
at home. Ida M. died at the age of thirteen im 
Colorado, where she is buried, and Andrew O. 
died when a year and a half old, in Elk county, 
Kans. In national politics Mr. Hager is a Re- 
publican, and has always been associated with 
the undertakings of that party. He is a devoted 
member of the United Brethren Church, and 
greatly assisted in the erection of the chapel one 
mile south of his farm. 


ARSHALL A. YOUNKMAN, postmaster 
M at McLoud, is one of the most enterpris- 
ing of the many who have helped to build 
up and dev elop this part of Oklahoma. Though 
comparatively speaking a young man, he has 
nevertheless evinced commendable traits of 
character, which invariably find ready recogni- 
tion in all new and promising localities. He was 
born in Jackson county, Kans., February 9, 
1871, and is a son of D. M. and Mary B. (Stahl) 
Younkman, who are at the present time residents 
of McLoud. 

Until about ten years of age, Marshall A. 
Younkman lived in the little village of Neta- 
waka, Jackson county, at which time his father 
removed to Nemaha county, and settled on a 
farm. Here his son received the training usually 
accorded the farm-reared youth, and availed 
himself of: the opportunities at the district 
schools. He early displayed ambitious and in- 
dependent tendencies, and when sixteen vears 
of age became interested in the drug business, 
and served as a clerk for four years. Unlike 
most who come to the territory, he was induced 
to come hither by an impaired state of health, 
which rendered a change of climate and occupa- 
tion necessary. In 1892 he removed to Okla- 
homa county, and settled on a claim five and a 
half miles southwest of McLoud, on the south- 
east quarter of section 23, township 11, range 
I east, which is still in his possession, and in a 
state of good cultivation. 

The marriage of Mr. Younkman and Alice 
Stowell occurred in Nemaha county, Kans., De- 
cember 25, 1892. Mrs. Younkman is a native 
of Nemaha county, and a daughter of Jolin and 
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Laura (Jennings) Stowell. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Younkman have been born two chiidren, Mattie 
B. and Marshall Arlo, who were born in Okla- 
homa. 

Mr. Younkman is a stanch member of the 
Republican party, and has rendered prominent 
service in its various issues and undertakings. 
He served as central committeeman in his 
father’s stead in Oklahoma county, and has been 
a delegate to various conventions. He was ap- 
pointed to the responsible position of postmas- 
ter May 19, 1898, and has discharged the duties 
of the position in a manner creditable to him- 
self, and satisfactory to the inhabitants of his 
promising town. Fraternally he is associated 
with -Meloud Wlodge’ Noxg...§3,, cn O:"OmF. 
In addition to his farm property, he owns 
land in the city limits, and has been pros- 
perous in many ways during his residence 
here. He is a progressive citizen, and inter- 
ested in all that pertains to the deve lopment of 
his town and locality. 


_ RENCH J. GENTRY. Men who possess 

the ambition, enterprise, and good com- 

mon-sense business methods of Mr. Gentry 
have ever been important factors in develop- 
ing the localities in which they have elected ta 
‘make their home. 

The family from which Mr. Gentry comes 
were identified with the very early history of 
Missouri. The paternal grandfather.was promi- 
nent in the political and other affairs of Marion 
county, having been the first sheriff of the 
county, and his wife was the first white girl in 
northwestern Missouri. French J. was born on 
a farm four miles from Hannibal, ge in 
1867, and is a son of Joseph M. and Sallie Gen- 
try, natives of Missouri. Until fourtcen years 
of age, he lived on his father’s farm, and was 
reared to an intelligent understanding of farm 
methods. His education, begun in the public 
schools, and continued in the high school at 
Hannibal, was completed by a university educa- 
tion at Lexington, Ixy. 

The first independent business undertaking 
of Mr. Gentry was his employment by the Bad; 
ger Lumber Company, at Medicine Lodge, with 
whom he remained for the long peed of ten 
years, operating the greater part of that time 
in southern Kansas, and for two years in Pond 
Creek. Following this, he traveled for a vear 
with Gentry’s famous dog and pony show, in 
which he had a one-third interest, and on dis- 
continuing his interest in this enterprise he re- 
turned to Pond Creek. Tor one year he engaged 
in the grocery business, with a fair degree of 
success, at which time he embarked upon his 
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present occupation, that of.a dealer in lumber, 
coal, cement, etc. 

In 1892 occurred the marriage of Mr. Gentry 
and Nellie Lindley, a daughter of J. R. and 


Emma Lindley, formerly of Indiana. Of this 
union there have been two children: Joseph 


Malcolm, who is seven years of age, and the 
first boy born in Grant county; and Glowrene, 
who is three and a half years of age. 

Upon arriving in the territory, Mr. Gentry 
was the second to be on the town site with a 
wheeled rig. Since then his fortunes have been 
cast in successful lines, and he is now accounted 
one of the bulwarks of the town. In addition to 
the responsibility attached to the lumber busi- 
ness, he owns a farm just south of Pond Creck, 
which is splendidly improved and cultivated, and 
fitted out with $2,500 worth of up-to-date im- 
plements and labor-saving devices. He owns, 
besides, considerable real estate in the town, 
including the site on Main street upon which 
his lumber business is conducted. It is 150x200 
feet in dimensions. He handles considerable real 
estate, and is otherwise interested in enterprises 
for the development of the locality. In politics 
he is affiliated with the Democratic party, and 
inherits his inclinations in that direction from a 
long line of ancestors. Fraternally he is associa- 
ted with the Masonic order, and has taken all of 
the degrees, except the Consistory, including the 
shrine. Heis a charter member and past master 
of the Blue Lodge of Pond Creek, and also a 
member of the Knights of Pythias, and past 
chancellor. He is connected with the various 
lumber organizations. The family are active 
workers in and members of the Christian Church 


ENRY HOLLMAN, a prosperous and 
progressive farmer of Canadian county, 
has a well-improved farm on the southwest 

quarter of section II, township 13, range 6 west, 
his postoffice being Frisco. 

Mr. Hollman was born in Oldenburg, Ger- 
many, September 22, 1860, and is a son of Har- 
ris and Gesine (IKlaner) Hollman. He was about 
seventeen years of age when he came to Amer- 
ica, the voyage consuming nine days. He landed 
in New York City, but soon after started 
west, and located in Burt county, Neb., where he 
had a brother who had preceded him to this 
country about one year. For a time he worked 
upon a farm and afterward rented a farm for one 
year, meeting with success in his efforts. 

In April, 1891, he came to Oklahoma. All 
claims had been taken up, and he was obliged to 
buy land. Securing his present property, which 
was almost wholly unimproved, he set about 
putting it in condition, with such good results 


that he now has one of the finest farms in the 
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HON. A. C.SCOTT, A. M., LE. M., 
Stillwater. 
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yicinity. He is a highly respected citizen of the 
community in which he lives. He has never 
been an office-seeker, but takes an earnest inter- 
est in current events. In religious faith and fel- 
lowship he is a member of the Lutheran Church, 
to which his parents belonged. 

June 21, 1900, Mr. Hollman was united in 
marriage with Mary Lysick, a native of Moravia, 
and for some time a resident of Brown county, 
Kans. 


ONA. GC. SCOT TVA. MeL. M.; presi- 

dent of the Nester! ‘and Mech anical 

College, at Stillwater, is one of the most 
influential educators and public men of Okla- 
homa. The possessor of talents of an unusually 
high order, he has, during the past few years, 
devoted these talents to the cause of education, 
with a success that is not only gratifying to his 
friends, but also beneficial to his commonwealth, 
His identification with the institution of which 
he is now the head dates from February, 1808, 
when he was appointed to fill a vacancy in the 
chair of English literature. Accepting the p1o- 
fessorship, he entered upon his duties with a 
zeal and efficiency that soon won the commenda- 
tion of the board of regents, and by this Peds 
he was elected president of the college July 1, 
1899. He has since given his attention see 
to the discharge of his varied and responsible 
duties. He has won the confidence of the people 
and the warm friendship of the students, while 
his executive ability has gained the respect of 
his associates and co-workers ‘in the institution. 
Since he became president, the chemistry and 
library buildings have been completed, the facili- 
ties of the institution otherwise greatly extended, 
and both the instructional force and the student 
body doubled in number. Besides filling the 
office of president, he continues to act as profes- 
sor of English literature, a department which 
his broad reading and literary culture qualify 
him to fill with the highest credit. His influence 
as president has been unsparinely used for the 
benefit of the institution. Nothing has been left 
undone, the doing of which w ould advance its 
interests. His highest happiness has been in 
promoting its prosperity, and his zeal in its be- 
half has known no limit. 

Nor is the name of President Scott associated 
alone with the college. He is known, also, 
through his connection with public attairs from 
the beginning of the territory's history. Coming 
to Oklahoma April 22, 1880, he at once began 
the practice of law in Oklahoma City, and was 
a prominent figure in the stirring events incident 
to the founding and upbuilding of that city. In 
18093 he was appointed ¢ ace ative commissioner 
for Oklahoma at the World's Fair, and remained 
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in Chicago from March until June 15, when he 
resigned. In 1894 he was elected to the terri- 
torial council of Oklahoma, and served in the 
third general assembly as president pro tem. 
of the senate. During his term he secured the - 
passage of many important bills, amiong them 
the present bond law and the law founding the 
Historical Society. He passed through the sen- 
ate a bill abrogating capital punishment, but it 
was defeated in the house. Another bill, per- 
mitting prize fighting in Oklahoma, passed the 
house, but he secured its defeat in the senate. 
He was_a candidate for a second term in 1896, 
but was defeated by a fusion of the opposing 
parties. Always an effective public speaker, he 
was about this time the recipient of flattering 
offers from the lecture field, and had under seri- 
ous advisement a proposition to enter upon that 
work, when the offer of a chair in the Agricul- 
tural and Mechanical College caused a change in 
his plans and gave him an opportunity to enter 
a work which speedily led on to the chief place 
in the institution. 

A review of the Scott ancestry shows that the 
family came from Scotland to America in an 
early day. Alexander Scott, who was the son 
of a Revolutionary soldier, was a native of Penn- 
sylvania, and served in the war of tte after 
which he engaged in farming and milling near 
Pittsburg. His son, John W. Scott, M. D., was 
born near Pittsburg, and, aiter eraduating in 
medicine, practiced in Indiana until the spring 
of 1858, when he went to Kansas. He built the 
first house erected in Olathe. The strain of pro- 
fessional work proved too much for him and he 
was obliged to relinquish his practice. He then 
settled on a farm in Allen county. For years he 
was a member of the legislature (both territorial 
and state) of Kansas, and he served as speaker 
of the house and as president of the senate. In 

1872 he was appointed land commissioner of the 
ine enworth, Lawrence & Galveston ,Railroad, 
with headqui anaes in Lawrence, and gave his 
attention to disposing of the Kansas lands owned 
by the railway company. | Settling in Iola, Nans., 
in 1876, he embarked in the drug business. 
Later he accepted an appointment as United 
States agent for the Ponca, Pawnee and Otoe 
Indians, with headquarters at the Ponca agency. 
On a change of administration he resigned his 
position and resumed the drug business in Tola. 
Under President Harrison, in 1889, he was ap- 
pointed a member of the board of government 
inspectors of stock in Nansas City, and from 
that place came to Oklahoma in 1803, settling 
in Lincoln county oma claim. Te was living 
there in 1898, when he was clected to the terri- 
torial legislature, but he died during the opening 
days of the fifth general assembly. At the time 
of his death he was seventy-six years of age. 
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During the Civil war he served as surgeon of 
a Kansas regiment. Fraternally, he was a 
Mason. 

Dr. Scott’s wife was Maria Protsman, who 
was born in Vevay, Ind., her father, William, 
having removed from Kentucky to Vevay in an 
early day. His mother was the daughter of a 
Revolutionary soldier, who fell at Bunker Hill. 
Mrs. Scott is now living in Stillwater. Of her 
eight children, the following survive: W. A., 
who was formerly a member of the Oklahoma 
legislature, and is now postmaster and a mer- 
chant at Clifton, Okla.; W. W., who is assistant 
purchasing agent for the Choctaw railroad at 
Memphis; Belle C., of Stillwater; A. C:; Charles 
F., congressman-at-large for the state of Kan- 
sass and Mrs: @E: C. Franklin, of Lawrence, 
Kans., whose husband is a professor in the Uni- 
versity of Kansas. 

Near Franklin, Johnson county, Ind., A. C. 
Scott was born, September 25, 1857. In the 
spring of 1858 his parents removed to Kansas, 
and he was reared principally in Iola. In 1873 
he entered the University of Kansas, from which 
he graduated in 1877, with the degree of A. B., 
and as valedictorian. After graduating he taught 
for three years. Meantime, during the summer 
of 1878, he traveled in Europe, visiting points of 
historic interest in the British Isles and on the 
continent. In 1880 he received the degree of 
A. M. from his alma mater. -In 1882 he was 
elected clerk of the district court of Allen 
county, and while filling that office he also stud- 
ied law and was admitted to the bar. Resigning 
the office in 1884, he entered the law school of 
Columbian University, at Washington, D. C,, 
from which he received the degrees of LL. B. 
and LL. M. in 1885. Returning to Iola, he car- 
ried on a law practice for four vears, until the 
opening of Oklahoma, when he became a citizen 
of the new territory. In 1892 he was appointed a 
member Of the board of town site commissioners 
of Oklahoma City and served as its secretary. 
This position consumed much of his time during 
1892, and until he went to Chicago to take 
charge of the placing of exhibits at the fair. 
In 1892 his name was urged as a candidate for 
governor by his own county and many other 
counties of the territory. He has always been 
a stanch believer in Republican principles, and 
has taken an active part in national and territo- 
rial campaigns. 

During his residence in Iola he was made a 
Mason, and is now a member of Oklalioma City 
Lodoe Nos 30 An PeseeAn MS ries: also con= 
nected with the Nnights of Pythias and the An- 
cient Order of United Workmen, besides which 
he is a charter member of the Commercial Club 
of Stillwater and the Territorial Bar Association. 
The Beta Theta Phi and the Phi Beta Kappa 
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number him among their members. In religion 
he is of the Presbyterian faith. He was mar- 
ried in 1894 to Miss Lola Smeltzer, who was 
born near Frederick, Md., but in childhood ac- 
companied her father, D. B. Smeltzer, to Tola, 
Kans., where she grew to womanhood. She re- 
ceived her education in the grammar and high 
schools, afterward studying music for two years 
at the New England Conservatory, Boston. 
Mrs. Scott is state secretary for Oklahoma and 
Indian Territory of the Federation of Women’s 
Clubs.. 


KF, JOHNSON has no reason to coniplain 

of the extent of success which has at- 

tended his efforts in Oklahoma, for he 
has won the right to be numbered among the 
prosperous and enterprising farmers of his lo- 
cality. Upon coming to Kingfisher county in 
1893 he paid $1,540 for his first claim, and has 
since made enough to buy another quarter sec- 
tion, for which he paid $2,400. 

Mr. Johnson was born in Grant county, W. 
Va., in 1857, and is a son of Lampkin Johnson, 
who was born, reared and spent all of his life in 
West Virgina. He was a farmer and carpenter, 
and was successful in both occupations. The 
paternal grandiather, Robert Johnson, was a na- 
tive of Virginia, and died when C. F. Johnson 
was a young man. His mother, formerly Ma- 
rion Petch, had thirteen children, nine of whom 
attained maturity. The two eldest sons were in 
the Civil war, and both died from injuries con- 
tracted while in the ‘service; John Wesley died 
in 1868, and Isaac Fisher in 1872. Six of the 
children are now living: Mrs. Hannah Jane 
Petch, of West Virginia; Annie E.: Martha E., 
the wife of Frank Simons; Margaret, the widow 
of George W. Whetzel; Robert A.; and C. F. 

On his father’s farm, in his native state. C. I. 
Johnson was reared to an agricultural life and 
educated in the public schools. When he was 
quite young his father died, and as he was the 
only son at home the greater portion of the re- 
sponsibility fell upon his shoulders. In 1884 he 
was married to Margaret E. Phares, of West 
Virginia, and went to Kansas. Settling on his 
uncle's farm, for three years he remained there, 
and then rented farm land for seven years. In 
18oI was purchased a farm of one hundred and 
sixty acres for the sum of $2,600, which was 
sold after the expiration of a year for $3,100, 
thus proving beyond a question his enterprise 
and business ability. After completing the gath- 
ering of the year’s crops and selling the stock 
on the farm, he came to Oklahoma, February 
22, 1893, and bought the northwest quarter of 
section 31, Cimarron township, WNinetisher 
county, with practically no improvements. -\t 
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once he began to prepare the soil for the seed, 
and put one hundred and twenty-five acres under 
the plow, the remainder being used tor pastur- 
age. He planted an orchard of four hundred 
trees, ‘and erected a good house and outbuild- 
ings. Later he bought the adjoining quarter 
section, and is now using about three hundred 
and twenty acres for general farming. The 
principal crops are wheat and corn, and usually 
one hundred and fifty or two hundred acres are 
planted in wheat. Mr, Johnson also raises cat- 
tle, horses and hogs, and makes a specialty of 
Shorthorn cattle. 

In 1892 Mr. Johnson married Annie M. Par- 
vin, who was born near Henry, Ill. To this 
couple have been born two children, Charles 
Wilbert and Edna May. By his former mar- 
riage Mr. Johnson had two children, Clarence 
and Walter. In politics he is a Democrat, but 
is locally independent. He has held office on 
the school board of district No. 61. 


YNDES BALLARD STONE.’ Oklahoma 

county has no citizen more progressive or 

patriotic than Mr. Stone, who, by his ser- 
vice as county commissioner, won the wide and 
favorable notice of the general public. He has 
taken an active part in every movement calcu- 
lated to benefit his community, and has used his 
time, means and influence in promoting public 
improvements. 

Mr. Stone, like his father, Jesse Stone. was 
born in Chester county, N. H. He accompanied 
the family to Boston.. Mass., in 1850. There 
they resided for about five vears, when thev came 
to the west, arriving in Topeka, Kans., in March, 

1855. Jesse Stone conducted a large farim sit- 
uated some two and a half miles from that city, 


and for several years he was successfully en- 
gaged in merchandising in Topeka. There he 


became a citizen of prominence, 
served as a member of the council. 
of the loval souls whose influence in making 
Kansas a free state cannot be overestimated, and 
he never faltered in his allegiance tothe Union. 
Indeed, he sprang from the stanch old New 
KFnegland stock, which came from England, and 
always stood firmly on the rock of true hbertv 
and patriotic devotion to right and justice. In 
thewearly “davs\ of Cowley. county, . Ivans,,, he 
served as a local preacher in the Baptist denom- 
ination for two vears, and for a number of years 
he was an official member of the first Baptis t 
church of Topeka. which he materially aided in 
building. Tle died at his old home in Topeka, 
where he was well loved and honored, February 
18, 1893, aged ecightv-seven vears. Tis wife. 
whose maiden name was Cynthia Bowker, and 
who also came from an old New England fam- 


and in 1856 
Te was one 
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ily, died in Topeka. Of their six children Mrs. 
Ann Judson is ee William resides in Ve- 
nango county, ; Cynthia is the wife of Henry 
Tiss Barker; ee is the wife of Winfield S. Smith, 
of Guthrie; and Jesse is engaged in mining and 
prospecting in Colorado, and owns a livery 
stable at Silverton. 

As he has dwelt in this section of the Union 
since boyhood, L. B. Stone is thoroughly ac- 
quainted with its pioneer history. He received a 
good education, attending Lincoln College sub- 
sequent to finishing his public school course in 
Topeka. In 1862 he enlisted in Company |, 
Second Kansas Cavalry, under Colonel Cloud, 
and was assigned to the Seventh Army Corps. 
His company was placed mainly along the bor- 
der, and, as it was almost constantly engaged in 
guerrilla warfare and skirmishes, the post given 
was not an especially desirable one. Altogether 
the company took part in fully twenty-five more 
or less serious engagements, and, though nar- 
rowly escaping death on many an occasion, Mr. 
Stone served to the close of the war without re- 
ceiving a wound. In 1867, when the Kiowa 
Indians were on the war path, he enlisted in the 
Eighteenth Kansas Volunteers and went. upon 
an expedition which was sent against the rebel- 
lious red men. 

lor twenty years Mr. Stone owned and man- 
aged a farm in Cowley county, Kans. When 
Oklahoma was proclaimed open to white set- 
tlers he came here, and on June 18th bought out 
the claimant to his present homestead, which is 
situated on section 11, Crutcho townsnip. Since 
that time he has bought another quarter-section, 
this tract being in Hartzell township. He has 
placed one hundred acres under cultivation and 
has planted a fine five-acre orchard. At the 
time that he built his house, in 1889, it was the 
best one in the township, and he was the first one 
to have his quarter-section of land fenced. He 
has made-a specialty of raising Jersey cattle and 
high-grade horses and hogs, and in all his enter- 
prises has met with success. 

When living in Kansas Mr. Stone was hon- 
ored with the office of county treasurer of Cow- 
ley county,and, besides, he was clerk of Richland 
township for a term, and for fifteen years acted 
on the local school board. Since settling in 
Oklahoma he has been county commissioner of 
this county, having been elected in 1897 on the 
fusion ticket, and during his term several bridges 
and other important public improvements were 
instituted) He was-elected to act on the first 
school board of this township, and was pre sident 
of that body and connected with it for six vears 
Politically he is independent, but zealous on be- 
half of his country. Formerly he was com- 
mander of Floral Post, G. A. R., of Cowley 
county, Kans., for some time, and since coming 
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to Oklahoma he has been identified with the 


post at Dickson. 
Thief Association. 

January 16, 1870, Mr. Stone and Mary E. 
Kelley were marricd in Lyon county, Kans. 
They are the parents of nine children, namely: 
Susan E., wife of K. H. Thompson, of Kay 
county, Okla.; ; David L.; Edgar, who is assisting 
in managing the parental property here; Mabel, 
wife of Albert Elliott, of this county; Jessie, 
George, Willis, Louisa and Henrietta. The 
family attend the Baptist Church and move in 
the best local society. 


He belongs to the Anti-Horse 


ARRY A. McCANDLESS, cashier of the 
Exchange Bank, of Perry, was an influen- 
tial factor in the organization of this well 

known banking institution, which opened its 
doors for business February 20, 1896, and for 
nearly five years has steadily grown in impor- 
tance in this community. From its start Mr. 
McCandless has served in the capacity of cash- 
ier, and to his excellent management of the 
finances of the bank, and the uniform courtesy 
which he extends to all of his patrons, much of 
its prosperity, doubtless, should be attributed. 
As his name plainlv indicates, our subject is of 
Scotch extraction. His grandfather, Archibald 
McCandless, was born in the land of heather, 
and came to Pennsylvania several decades ago. 
He carried on a farm in the Keystone state until 
his death, and gave his children good advan- 
tages. His son, A. B., father of Harry A., was 
born on the old homestead near Pittsburg, Pa. 
He decided to become a physician, and, after 
being graduated in Jefferson Medical College, 
at Philadelphia, he established himself in prac- 
tice in Norwich, Ohio. Later he ue to Ma- 
comb, Ill, thence went to Monmouth. IL, and 
afterward practiced his profession in Col unibus 


City, Iowa. lor the past twelve vears he has 
been the leading physician of Holton, Kans., 
and, altogether, has been actively emploved in 


his noble work for half a century. Though sev- 
enty-three years of age, he is in the possession of 
all of his faculties, and is keen and strong in 
mind and body. After he had been practicing for 
some years he went to a medical college in Chi- 
cago, where he pursued a special course, in 
order to further qualify him for his duties. Tor 
a wife he chese [lizabeth, daughter of Samuel 
Lee. He was a native of the Emerald Isle, and 
for many years was a farmer in Ohio. Mrs. Alc- 
Candless. whose birthplace was in Guernsey 
county, Ohio, departed this life in Towa in 1876. 

The third in order of birth in a family of 
eieht brothers and sisters, Harry A. McCandless 
was born in Norwich, Ohio, December 8, 1860, 
and was in his seventh year when he was taken 


- to Illinois. 
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In 1869 he went to Iowa, and his 
higher studies were pursued in Washington 
Academy and Monmouth College. Having 
learned the drug business at Col Tumbus City, 
Towa, he went to Cedar Rapids, same state, and 
for the eight years which followed was engaged 
in the same occupation. In 1896 he came to 
Perry, and, as previously stated, became asso- 
ciated with the Exchange Bank and the general 
welfare of the city. He belongs to the. Terri- 
torial Bankers’ Association, and in 1898 and 1899 
was identified with its executive board. He also 
is a leading member of the Perry Commertéial 
Club, and is a stanch adherent to the Repub- 
lican party. 

In Brooklyn, Iowa, the marriage of Mr. Me- 
Candless and Miss Florence Dorrance was sol- 
emnized in 1899. She was born in Iowa, and is 
the daughter of O. F. Dorrance, who is the 
president of the Powesheik County Bank, and 
during the Civil war was a soldier in an Iowa 
regiment.’ Our subject and wife have one son, 
Robert. They are members of the Presbyterian 
Church, and are liberal in their support of re- 
ligious and benevolent enterprises. They oc- 
cupy a very attractive home, which was built by 
him some time ago. 


C. HINDE. The pioneer hardware and 
farm implement ‘merchant of Perry is 
A. C. Hinde, who enjoys the bulk of the 
local trade, and, by exceptional business talents 
and square dealing, has won the confidence of 
the public. From every point of view he has 
contributed more towards the upbuilding of this 
thriving place than have the great majority of 
our prominent citizens, and, as a member of the 
Commercial Club and of the city council from 
the third ward, he favored a broad and progres- 
sive municipal policy. 
A son of Capt. George Hinde, and grandson 
of Anthony Hinde, both of whom were natives 
f Whitehaven, England, A. C. Hinde was born 


a Le eo Center, N.Y. December 9, 1850. "His 
father’s life was replete With interest and expe- 
riences such as rarely fall to the lot of men. 


tenth vear he took a post- 
scl as a cabin-boy, and then 
followed thirty-five years “before the mast.” 
AMfuch of this time ve was engaged in the British 
marine trade with the Fast Indies, and, 
ually working his way upward to wealth and 
influence, he finally purch ased two vessels, scrv- 
ing as captain of one of them. He also made a 
number of trips to Africa and to South -\meri- 
can ports, and on one oceasion, when atten Re 
to round Cape Torn, he was shipwrecked, anil. 
though he succeeded in making his way to th 
land, it was only to fall into the hands of som 
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Patagonian Indians—then notorious cannibals. 
Providentially, he managed to escape, but both 
of his valuable ships and cargoes were lost in 
the angry sea.. In 1857 he settled in New York 
state, and subsequently took up his abode in 
Coffey county, Kans. His wife departed this life 
when in her eighty-seventh year, and he passed 
to his reward at eighty-three. She bore the 
maiden name of Amanda Bower, and was a na- 
tive of Cleveland, Ohio, in which city her father, 
David Bower, settled at a very early day. He 
was a merchant there, and his son, David, was 
associated with him in business. Captain Hinde 
was an Odd [ellow, and both he and his wife 
were members of the Methodist [Episcopal 
Church. 

A. C. Hinde was one of four children, two of 
whom were sons. When in his eighth year he 
came to the West, and was reared upon a Kansas 
farm. He received a liberal education in the 
grammar and high schools, and in 1871 entered 
the state normal at Emporia.. Two years later 
he was graduated in that institution, after which 
he devoted several years to educational work, 
being principal of a school for two years. Owing 
to somewhat impaired health, he then com- 

»menced traveling in the West. and, in the course 
of his wanderings, explored California, Oregon, 
Washington and Idaho. 

Returning to Kansas, in 1877, Mr. Hinde com- 
menced clerking for the frm of P. S. Willetts 
& Son, hardware and implement merchants. He 
also went on the road as salesman for them, and 
at leneth, in 1888, purchased the entire business. 
The foll owing year, however, the younger Mr. 
Willetts was admitted to the firm, which became 
Willetts & Hinde, and so remained for two 
years. Then our subject sold out and conducted 
a rival establishment in the same city until Sep- 
tember 16,..1893, when. ie made. the race ‘to 
Perny... Here he put up.;a_tent.in,the public 
square and embarked in the hardware business, 
and, as soon as a demand for farm implements 
began to be made, he commenced supplying the 
trade. In November, 1893, he built a frame struct- 
ure, 18x40 feet,on the public square, and later re- 
moved it to the west side. A year afterward he 
moved the building to the south side of the 
square, and in 1808 erected here the handsome 
Hinde block, considered the best one in the city. 
It is constructed of stone, and is 25x110 fect in 
dimensions and two stories high. Jn addition 
to this he has a warehouse, 25x150 fect, and car- 
ries a fine line of light and heavy hardware and 
faut implements and machinery. He has estab- 
lished branch houses at Glenéo, Payne county, 
and at Billings and Morrison, Nobie county. 
IIe represents the Deering and Standard mow- 


ers and binders; the Advance threshing ma- 
chines and engines; the Canton, Rock Island 
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Timkin carriages. 
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and J. I. Case plows and implements; the Mitch- 
ell and Fish wagons, and the Columbia and 
In his Perry store he em- 
ploys eight clerks, and one man he keeps on the 
road continually, selling goods. Probably no 
other merchant in his line in Oklahoma has sold 
more mowers and binders within the past few 
years than he, his record for 1898 being one hun- 
dred and fifteen; in 1899, one hundred and thirty- 
nine, and in 1900, one hundred and twenty-two 
machines. 

Mr. Hinde is identified with the Kansas City’ 
Retail Hardware and Implement and Vehicle 
Dealers’ Association. If for no other reason 
than for the prosperity which is blessing this 
nation financially, he would be a stanch Repub- 
lican, as he is anyway, and on many occasions he 
has been a delegate to territorial conventions of 
his party. Fraternally he is a Knight of Py- 
thias, belongs to the Order of Select Knights, 
the Ancient Order of United W orkmen, and to 
the Red Men. 

In the town of La Cygne, Kans., 
married one of Virginia’s 
ters, Miss Belle Dillard. 
dren, Jessie and Panmie, well educated young 
ladies, possessing many charms and attainments. 
The family have a lovely home, the largest and 
handsomest residence in the city, built by Ir. 
Hinde, and furnished in the best of taste. The 
wife is a great worker in the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church of this place, to which she belongs. 


Mr. Hinde 
accomplished daugh- 
They have two chil- 


OB B. DOBSON. Few of the Oklahoma 
‘| pioneers have experienced the various 
changes, vicissitudes and discouragements 
that have fallen to the lot of Job B. Dobson, who 


is now county clerk of Logan county. That 
he has achieved success in his chosen line of 
work is the strongest possible evidence of his 


untiring perseverance, grit and enterprise. His 
parents were industrious people from other 
shores, the father, George Dobson, being a na- 
tive of Providence, N. Bp! and the mother, Eliza- 
beth Dobson, a native of Nova Scotia. The 
ancestry of the Dobson family, however, is Eng- 
lish. The parents were married in Nova Scotia 
and two of their children were born there. In 
1842 they left their northern home for the United 
States, and upon arriving here located first on. 
Rock river, near Rockford, IL, where they were 
among the early settlers of that section, and it 
was here that Job was born October 12, 1855. 
When the Civil war broke out, there began 
a series of interesting events for Mr. Dobson. 
ITe enlisted 11 Company G, Thirty-seventh Tlli- 
nois Volunteer Infantry, under General Black, 
and after a short service was wounded at the 
battle of Pea Ridge, captured, and finally dis- 
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824 PORTRAIT 
charged on account of disability. His illness 
proving of short duration, he again enlisted, this 
time in the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, from which 
he was transferred to the invalid corps, sent to 
Washington and placed on guard duty. He 
witnessed the pandemonium caused by the as- 
sassination of Lincoln, and later participated in 
the grand review at the end of the war. before 
leaving Washington he bought up government 
lands in Osage county, Kans., of which, however, 
he did not take possession until, in 1868, he 
Started west with his family in a wagon. The 
journey overland occupied five weeks and five 
days, and the new settlers remained on their land 
until the Indians were removed to the Indian 
Territory. The following year Mr. Dobson was 
offered a good price for his land by a town-site 
syndicate, who proceeded to lay out the town of 
Arvonia. He immediately bought more land in 
the vicinity, sold out in 1870, and later settled 
in Butler county, Kans. After a time he pre- 
empted a quarter-section of land, to which he 
soon added another. He died July 25, 1895; his 
wife passed away in February, 1900. 

As a boy, Job B. Dobson had very few educa- 
tional advantages, a fact due to the ever-present 
necessity of earning his living when he was very 
young, and also to the few schools then in exist- 
ence in the localities where he lived. In Kan- 
sas he learned to read, and later improved his 
spare moments while herding cattle in learning 
the multiplication table. In all, | ye had but one 
term of schooling. When seventeen vears of 
age he began driving cattle to Texas, but after 
continuing this arduous work for four vears he 
decided that the little pay connected with it was 
no object, and in 1877 returned to Butler county 
and pre-empted a claim, which he sold, after 
improving it: He later became the owner of 
four hundred and fourteen acres of ae but, 
through a series of misfortunes, lost it all. When 
he originally settled on his present tad April, 


1880, he lived in his wagon for some time, until 
he could build a log house, covered with sod. 
Subsequently he built a commodious house. 


His farm is situated on section 14, township 17, 
range I west, Logan county. 

Mr. Dobson was marricd October 17, 1880/to 
Miss Alice Butler, of Butler county, and a native 
of Franklin county, Kans. She is a daughter 
of Andrew J. and Mary (Mahan) Butler. Thev 
have seven children: Maude, who married Amos 
Brandon, and has one child, Robert Louis; Hat- 
tie, living at home: Hazel and Mabel, born in 
Kansas; Jackson Bennett, Ruby and George 
Raymond. 

Mr. Dobson is a Bryan Populist. Tn 1894 he 
was nominated for the legislature by the Popu- 
lists, but. was defeated, after canvassing the dis- 
trict and making many speeches. In 1yoo he 
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was elected county clerk on the Democratic 
ticket. He has served as chairman of the Pop- 
ulist committee, and served as delegate to all 
of the meetings held in the territory. He is a 
member of the Knights of Labor in Guthric 
and the Ancient Order of United Workmen. 


LIVER S. RUSSELL, a large land-owne: 

who is living retired in Oklahoma City, 

traces his ancestry, on the Ss ate Sc; 
back thirteen hundred: years to Olaf, king of 
Rerik, in Scandinavia, one of whose descendants, 
Trustain, settled in Normandy at the time of 
its conquest by the Northmen, and became pos- 
sessor of the barony of Briquebec and the castle 
Rozel, near Coen. In 1066 Hugh de Rozel was 

a knight in the.army of William of Normandy, 
BH fought for him at the battle of Hastings. 
His name and that of a brother. are re- 
corded on the roll of battle. A younger Hugh 
de Rozel and a brother went to the wars of the 
Crusade, and the brother was killed in a battle 
with Saladin. 

After Hugh de Rozel returned from the Cru- 
sade, he settled in England and changed his 
name from Rozel to Russell. Among his de- 
scendants were the dukes of Bedford, the Lords 
and Earls of Russell in England. In the early 
part of the seventeenth century Robert Russell, 
a descendant of the second Earl Russell, came 
from England to Massachusetts, settling in or 
near Andover; from him descended Governor 
Russell of Massachusetts. One William Russell, 
a descendant of this Robert Russell, moved from 
Andover to North Carolina, near the line of 
Virginia, and from him, in direct descent, came 
the present governor of North Carolina, Daniel 
L. Russell. William Russell, the great-grand- 
father of our subject, was a native of Andover, 
Mass., and moved to North Carolina, where he 
owned a-plantation. During the Revolutionary 
war he was a commissioned officer, and his son. 
Thomas Jeffrey, also served in that war, under 
General Lee and “Wild” Anthony Wayne. The 
fogtenis son, Daniel Russell, was born in North 
Carolina in 1802, and was left an orphan at ten 
years of age. With his brothers, Louis, John and 
Henry, and his sister Mary, he migrated to West 
Virginia and settled in Cabell countr, “Phere 
he married Lucy Lane, one of the belles of Vir 
ginia, a lady w ho had traveled much, and whose 
family descended from Sir Walter Raleigh. She 
was well acquainted with Andrew Jackson anil 
danced with him on one occasion at a ball in 
Alabama. 

Daniel Russell had a brother, John, who died 
in West Virginia, and whose son, Judge Thomas 
A., is a prominent attorney in St. Louis, Mo. lor 
some years Danicl Russell followed flatboating 














we stil al 








































F ls > psa y we fits ee at 
; 3 JH estoit a ae os! Maite 
to ee inl A) merit seh Sn 
} } hives biliwih wie hortotenist 4 Yon 
i { \ mt «3H Th) yEeeyG riy te fy th “nesgnlt a 
o¥/ deojai dt Jo% | BH wee 4 TR yee be Pe TY 0 fs hee pst 
: 7 as betes + ij hoe 1 ie OT erieeRe 
5 , stolodl om 42 sift pane vet in ol 
g' gost eg ALISA SIS 2 AVI rs SRS, ae Ji of nomgnidec Yl ves 
Orie boris vil gy eel =, evened foltw io venest ven ave ageaC in 
hy ono - ; { gil MRT 4 lohan aoKexarog ‘oats don bi 
wh o cay +] Ti aet (i dont oilT ogee Boal Paral aid cor ft hee 2 ti 
h 9ecif i ih 7 dies ree hte eae) yah hi pheperdo5 . 
F a od { ¢ y wish aay ae { wait} a 
A DB aot 3 ergehiyy f a 
4 . P inst * 
rit 9 ioe) bas at bendb ator trite! dé igiborn ti ort _big 
' ih r tag rer Doe. “dior ty ony 
o> -1e shen a wry «ead y ene” rat 
cont of x) VST! Hee Natl to chet Phim aI a hs 
eHine 6 IM 1 aid [ROOST |B i Pei stl = omlonk bible Oe 
riwe bonnet Sie 
nae F weds | Tey] yen dn ake ‘. 
ingwie: Ine 
' Himiag to vileegaam 
, Z | onla ba amie 
engl sith He comes 
ran aii? ‘ fl woted. berg ol) tones! of apa 
ain sieomont sagael 
Spat ¢ itso i fnene we ont 
ra abies hearin o 
ATA. yiieniinag 
la) het) Ds bmete 
tigre it Dine, peo ons 
t ; f i Oy oTg ob e 
7 € et JL. ankycrgiat 9 
ete, Torre tod ire » 
f arian | 
, a he 
Tyee 
{ ot | 
j tn 
$ 4 } f 4 
ed hb me 4 t int 
Sk : ye toe) Poet? Sort Fe 
j »VINnvo® ‘iGinetD.’ 
( i, Pe A ‘verhanl 
H ry ‘ i: STOPITer baie Myre ree its reer, ie) 
* fu . 
s etbaenc} one eml Bre swelbbers 
fou] fetal ate tue HY ae it . 
tree a Beds \ wt pea Othe etiient Pe t 
; eet ctelfnien eeuil Re 
OF, ) ry o9eby “" ME etary | i ole ith 
ps bs ayey Venrerty,. Tt raion 
Mil | inet al He m= 
f 





‘i ue PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. ' 82 


on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers as far south as 
New Orleans, dealing in meat, fruit and vegeta- 
bles. Richand alluring prospects coming from the 
great west, he was induced to migrate to Mis- 
souri, W ith his wife and their children: Audley 
Gs cig ght; Virginia, four; and Oliver, two years 
of age. Settling in Carroll county, six miles east 
of the county-seat, Carrollton, he entered upon 
farming and stock- -raising with success. There 
three children were born, Penelope, Mary and 
Presley 

Born in Cabell county, W. Va., September 17, 
1837, Oliver. S. Russell grew to manhood in 
the wilderness of Missouri, meantime attending 
common schools, the seminary at Carrollton and 
taking a law course in the Missouri University 
at Columbia. Soon after he obtained a license 
to practice the Civil war broke out and he en- 
listed on the side of the south, his father being 
a slaveholder. He took part in the following bat. 


tles: Carthage, Springfield, Dry Wood and 5 Wek 


ington, During the attack on Blackwater, Saline 
county, Mo., he narrowly escaped being taken 
prisoner. He served in Company B, First Mis- 
rouri Infantry, as a corporal, under Colone! 
Hughes. After the Blackwater capture he re- 
turned home and for a time taught school. 

December 29, 1863, Mr. Russell married Mary 
E., daughter of Michael and Martha Burrus. 
Her father, who sprang from a family of note 
in Virginia, was born in Howard county, Mo., 
moved thence to Carroll county, the same state, 
and until his death, which took place at an early 
age, Was known as one of the most successful 
farmers in northern Missouri. His wife was a 
member of the Blythe family, and her mother 
was'a Miss Lay, of a prominent St. Louis family, 
related to the Fergusons of Virginia. 


After his marriage Mr. Russell settled down 
to farming; also merved one term as county 
judge. He began with two hundred and thirty 


acres, six miles east of Carrollton, and added to 
it until he owned four hundred and forty acres. 
On this place he canned on a large stock busi- 
ness. In January, 1892, he came to Oklahoma 
and selected a farm, which is now said by many 
to be the finest farming land in the territory. 
It comprises two hundred and twenty acres of 
high bottom land, all tillable. The Choctaw 
Railroad runs through the farm and Council 
Station adjoins. On this place he engaged in 
raising wheat until 1898, when he moved to 
Oklahoma City and built a residence on West 
Keno avenue. He still owns his farm here and 
also two hundred and forty acres in Carroll 
county, Mo., besides a ranch in Arkansas. For 
years, in Missouri, he was superintendent of a 
Baptist Sunday-school and has also worked in 
the Sunday-school since coming to Oklahoma. 
In 1892 he was the People’s party candidate for 


on 


the territorial council (or senate), but as there 
was no fusion that year, he, of course, failed of 
election. In Combs township, Carroll county, 
Mo., he was president and director of the board 
of education fot a period of thirteen years, and 
was among the first to advocate the stock law in 
that county. Fraternally he is connected with 
the Ancient Order of United Workmen. 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell have reason to be proud 
of their family, as they are unusually gifted and 
promising. The eldest, Eldon Jew ell, eraduated 
from the Carrollton high school, the St. Louis 
Medieal College, at St. Louis, Mo.; the Bellevue 
Hospital Medical College and Post-Graduate 
School of New York City, where he had the ad- 
vantage of study under the most renowned sur- 
geons of the world, among them Esmark, of 
Germany, and Annondale, of Scotland. After 
graduating he began to practice his profession, 
and was already meeting with marked success 
when, little more than a year after his gradua- 
tion, he died, at the age of twenty-six years. The 
second son, Clarence Otho, left school at sev- 
enteen and spent some time as a mercantile 
clerk in Kansas City and pace aiso was in 
the real-estate business for a vear at Stuttgart, 
Ark., and then settled in Counc Okla., where 
he dealt in wheat for a short time. While there 
he married Ruby, only daughter of Isaac and 
Mary Furry, of Carroll county, Mo. Since then 
he has been a dealer in grain and other products, 
with his home in Oklahoma City. 

Otto Surry Russell, after finishing the high 
school course in Carrollton, Mo., entered Wil- 
liam Jewell College, in Liberty, Mo., and six 
years later graduated from the theological de- 
partment with me honors. He accepted the 
pastorate of th e Baptist Church at Princeton, 
Mo., at which dlaen he married Alice, daughter 
of Willham and Martha Ballew, her father a 
large and wealthy lumber dealer. After Otto's 
marriage, he came to Oklahoma and accepted 
the pastorate of the Baptist Church at Norman. 
At the expiration of a year he was called to the 
Tirst Baptist Church of Higginsville, Io. After 
a year there he felt that he could accomplish 
greater good in the ministry if he would pursue 
a post- graduate course, so he resigned his pas- 
torate and entered the Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary of Rochester, N. Y., from which he gradi- 
ated in June, 1900. Ile is now pastor of a church 
at Slater, - Mo. 

The only farmer among the sons is Cecil, who 
lives at Council, eight miles west of Oklahoma 
City, on one of the finest farms in the territory. 
He is a successful stock-raiser and grain pro- 
ducer. The two youngest sons are Lloyd Bur- 
rus and Bedford Wagner, promising youths of 
nineteen and fourteen years, respectively. 

Ulvus Lionel Russell, M. D., the fourth son in 
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this family, is a remarkably promising young 
physician of Oklahoma City. He was born in 
Carrollton, Mo., October 9, 1871, and studied in 
the Carrollton public schools and under private 
instruction. In 1890 he entered the St. Louis 
Medical College, from which he graduated in 
1893, with the highest honors of his class, 
and received a gold prize valued at $50. By 
competitive examination, he was appointed resi- 
dent physician in the City hospital, where he 
remained one year, and was then made house 
physician in the same institution. Once year later 
he was appointed assistant superintendent, and, 
as the superintendent soon afterward died, he 
acted in that capacity until he resigned during 
the latter part of the year. His experience there 
has been most helpful to him, as diseases of 
every form were brought under his observation. 
The City hospital is a municipal institution which 
treats over ten thousand cases annually, hence 
its physicians have exceptional opportunities for 
the study of every form of disease. 

After resigning from the hospital Dr. Russell 
engaged in practice at Horton Place, St. Louis. 
In the fall of 1896 the illness of his brother 
Cecil caused him to come to Oklahoma City,and, 
while here, he met Dr. Ryan, who proposed a 
partnership. He accepted, returned to St. Louis, 
settled up affairs there, and in March, 1807, be- 
came a member of the firm of Ryan & Russell, 
of Oklahoma City. The partnership was dis- 
solved in November, 1899, since which time he 
has practiced alone, carrying on a general prac- 
tice in medicine and surgery, witha specialty of 
the latter. For a time he held the position of 
superintendent of public health in this county. 
He is a member and treasurer of the territorial 
examining board for physicians, and is connected 
with the City Hospital Society of St. Louis and 
the Territorial Medical Association. In national 
politics he is a Republican. In_ 1900 he married 
Edith Barrows, of Oklahoma City, daughter of 
John and Alice Barrows, her father at one time 
sheriff of Oklahoma county, now deceased. 


ONRAD G. 
county, Pa., 
of Conrad G. 


EPLEY was* born in Center 
January 20, 1835, and is a.son 
and Catherine (Neidigh) 


Epley. The elder Conrad was born in Berks 
county, Pa., upon the farm where his father 
had located on his arrival in America, before 


the Revolutionary war. When a young man he 
went to Center county, and while there married 
his emplover’s daughter. 

When Conrad G., Jr., was a small boy his 
parents went to Stephenson county, Tl, where 
the father became identified to a substantial de- 
eree) with! ithe sciticmentoh iis localitv. and 
was engaged in conducting a mill, an interest 


‘native of Massachusetts. 
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in which he had purchased. He helped to or- 
ganize the county, and was a member of the 
board of supervisors for a number of years. 
During his years of activity he accumulated con- 
siderable of this world’s goods, and died at the 
comparatively early age of forty-two. He was 
the father of four sons and two daughters, of 
whom his son Conrad, the third oldest, was 
seventeen years of age at the time of his father’s 
death. 

Until his marriage to his first wife, Mary A. 
Lord, who was a descendant of the Lords who 
settled in Crawford county, Pa., Mr. Conrad 
lived upon the home farm, and at the same time 
learned the carpenter’s trade, at which he worked 
in the winter. His educational opportunities 
were above the average, and, after studying at 
the public schools, he attended the Freeport 
Academy for one term. Mr. Epley married for 
his second wife Hannah Kelley, of Ohio, and a 
Her parents were 
Richard and Susan S. (Peabody) Kelly, who 
removed to Vermont while she was quite young. 
She was favored with a fair common-school 
education, and has been of valuable assistance 
to her husband in the prosecution of his various 
interests; Her acquaintance with Mr. Eplev 
dates back to his connection with the paper mill 
in which she was at the time employed. After 
their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Epley returned to 
Illinois, and resided upon a farm until 1865, 
when they went to Cass county, Mo., and bought 
eighty acres of land, which Mr. Epley improved 
and to which he added until he was the possessor 
of over two hundred acres. 

On first coming to Oklahoma, in 1889, Mr. 
Eplev did not expect to settle here permanently, 
but he was so well pleased with the country 
that he decided to seek a home here. In 1893 
he made the run, settling on section 29, town- 
ship 23, range 4 west, “Garfield county, upon 
which he has since made his home. The tempo- 
rary dwelling place of the family was a shanty. 
Sx12 feet, in whieh they lived for six months. 
The following fall was erected part of the pres- 
ent home, and in 1899 the whole was completed. 
There is an orchard of five acres, which entered 
upon its fruit-bearing career in 1899, and there 
are also numerous forest trees 

As a progressive and enterprising Republican, 
Mr. Conrad has had much to do with the under- 
takings of his party in his district. He. cast 
his ballot for Lincoln in 1860, and has voted 
for every Republican candidate since. Tle has 
served as delegate to several conventions. fle 
was appointed township clerk, being the first to 
hold the office in his township, and this was suc- 
ceeded by his position as trustee and assessor, 
which he held for two years. In 1898 he was 
elected county commissioner and chairman of 
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A. S. MEEK AND FAMILY, 


Kingfisher County. 
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the board, a position which he has since held. 
During the smallpox epidemic he served on the 
board of health, and rendered valuable assistance 
by the wise and timely suggestions he was en- 
abled to offer. Fraternally he is associated with 
Lodge No. 318, A. O. U. W., and has filled all 
of the chairs of the organization, and repre- 
sented it in the Grand Lodge for two terms. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Epley have been born two chil- 
dren. Omar H. was born in Stephenson county, 
Ill., and lives five miles from Enid, where he 
has three quarter-sections of land; he married 
Laura B. Hopkins, of Miami county, Kans., and 
she is the mother of one son, Roy. Susan Kath- 
erine, who was born in Stephenson county, IIL, 
married John C. Hopkins, and is the mother of 
five children, viz.: Mary Augusta, Conrad G., 
Wendell Phillips, Ella May and Otto. 


BRAM S. MEEK. The Meek family comes 
of stanch Puritan stock, and numbers 
among its members many who have distin- 

guished themselves in various lines of occupa- 
tion, and who fought bravely for their country 
during the Revolutionary war. 

The grandfather, William Meek, is supposed 
to have been born in Ohio, and his family were 
among the first settlers in the state. His son, 
Rev. George W. Meek, the father of A. S., was 
born in Grant county, Ind., and removed to 
Missouri, June 9, 1855, settling in Sherman 
township, Harrison county, where he spent the 
remainder of his useful life, and died at the age 
of sixty-five vears. He was a farmer and a min- 
ister in the United Brethren Church, preaching 
the gospel of kindliness and good will for thirty- 
five years. He assisted in establishing a United 
Brethren College at Avalon, Mo., toward the 
maintenance of which he contributed large sums 
of money. Many churches he also built up and 
endowed with considerable means. He was a 
life member of the Foreign ‘lussionany Society 
of the United Brethren Church. In the poiitics 
of his locality he was much interested, and 
helped to organize Harrison county, but was 
never a seeker for political preferment. He mar- 
ried Mary Ellen Shockey, who was born in 
Virginia, of German parentage, her grandfather 
having emigrated from Germany to Virginia. 
She became the mother of the following-named 


Sch Martha E., who is the wife of Alfred 
N. Cave: Sarah A.., eceaced: Ellen, who is mar- 
ried to John Cole; Griffith, deceased; Henry 


Hew A. S:¢, Rev: Pv Fk.) Meek, .pastor,,.of the 
Church of Christ in Christian Union, in Sherman 
township; Ruey, the wife of W. T. Parnell; Al- 
fred N., of Missouri, and Emma, wife of David 
Joseph. Mrs. Meek makes her home in I Larri- 
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son county, Mo., but is now visiting in Okla- 
homa. 

A. S. Meek was born February 5, 1855, and 
was taken to Missouri with his parents when a 
baby. In Harrison county he received a good ed- 
ucation in the public schools, and further studied 
at Avalon College. As a means of livelihood, 
he immediately engaged in farming, and with the 
exception of two years spent in Republic county, 
Kans., in 1877-78, he lived in Missouri until 
1885. He took up a timber claim of eighty 
acres in Kansas, but became dissatisfied with the 
prospects, and went back to Missouri. After a 
time he returned to Kansas and located a home- 
stead in Decatur county, which he improved, 
and upon which he lived for three years. -In 
1889 he came across the Cherokee strip with 
the soldiers, and camped at Buffalo Springs, and 
made the race on the 22nd of April. He was 
fortunate in securing a claim located on the 
southeast quarter of section 18, Sheriman town- 
ship, and the family came the next fall. He at 
once began the improvement of the land, and 
set out a fine orchard, in which are grown all 
kinds of fruit. In March of 1900 he sold his 
farm and purchased three hundred and twenty 
acres, comprising the old Davis place, which 

amount of land was more in accord with his con- 

tinually growing interests. Here he has about 
two hundred acres in wheat, and deals to some 
extent in stock, horses and mules. He is also 
the possessor of a eone te threshing outfit. 

Mr. Meek is a Republican all the time and 
under all circumstances, and active in all the 
undertakings of his party. During the early days 
of the territorial occupation, before the district 
was organized, he was president of the school 
board, and has since been a member thereof. 
At the second election of Kingfisher county he 
was elected a county commissioner, and was 
made chairman of the board. One of the duties 
of the board was the division of the county into 
congressional townships of six miles square, 
also the naming of these townships. To him 
was given the honor of naming Sherman town- 
ship, which he named after the township where 
he was reared, in Harrison county, Mo. The 
board also built the county jail, Mr. Meek being 
a member of the building committee. He served 
as justice of the peace for two years. Worthy 
of mention is the substantial interest evinced by 
him in work pertaining to the Church of Christ 
in Christian Union. In June of 1890 he helped 
to organize the church in his district, with a 
membership of fourteen members, and was at 
that time elected elder, an office which he has 
since held. Toward the maintenance of the 
church he has been a liberal supporter, and at 
the tenth anniversary of its origin, in 1900, read 
a paper before the meeting, giving a full history 


4 














































7 
art) 


Pe is Tt ae cat ot ot ee 


ohh 8 eo 


' nm j dai ies ives ine ure a 
| i ib a) wines f> fai ili t r i ¥ i i _toito ¢ 
gq oils ni tle B ann Wee, WE h, Bre o% 
eon eA .oyatlod molavs, 16 cov bik .GhiGisingygin gf) 10 wig si. 
wt Sgrrmmst it boii qiodet iork oT are) Greta wl euxlod bs is ve} old ati 1 
oA vi Krups em Vik iqaox% = -hitlo Owe Trp ma © a Yolgcl<ulé br 
ie wi leevil 81 ni wnsd anes nnedidgose awed sow A tomQ 
inl. rodeu? # ap om oll 2860 = tl smut bina [ehh ection ¢ wit esvil ba 
‘nee sicmaod tt oeA scoaoizs = =6atreh sth phen fo spats aTku p aa 
ih inerh oe has . ‘yaar yore ented. HAL yg Tere | i 4 akg jolt A ou 
j I bevy “glist (hagl oneal aA fie ov ) vet torn ast tebe 


f win’ Ton fe AD OD ion od ¢ # othe « ‘onias 
: t, ; ‘ ‘ : if . 


v! jit t TVA 
' ' 
R ji 3 th 
iat ; sited 
| ist ghier 
' 
th Ma 
por tones By iP 
i ' fy yi ok a 7 4 i 


eELEL you | i "th ; x a —— 
wis youll 1 Yivvad nthe baig on 
Ad QT 

; r a fit 

i fies , | f tos eval of 

ue url Bi zawya it adi y gvOorren 

i fa he ' peel? y hi iF sy x09) wa FL 

i if wee i h1) ni Rik: 


SOT SH aicitot 
; te of ate 
‘ Ta. 4 <ihee baw ofan 
_1 vat] fy wa oli ; 
iid | + ds Ve. 

| — sit le 
’ bol iMeVIO % 1 beqled’ 
binti i Hh) u Paheoe es 72¥ 1 
i” oo mahi Mah eeieGsl® -astle: omlt bait ‘ 
{ ' new) 4 mi tics ‘aueryra) FO Urea 
7 Dik | erry Py hats alia aie 
iat ft a arly srteyond ‘oda, 








\ iple Ris ' aissre} eriall 
} ie ,ta yi f f iia £ ime (hod ot ie pet : Ni. » CBIR 
Ah gov) ae t a, i “novi ) tee iy ali » “sia d nite 4 
i sdstamton, any, no xa ™ i Nota, ech 2 7 ihicgae a ae 


ileuset ; 






iat, Yo ” wars nr ltl? 4 WT VER {! fy Pe be tii To ee ! ty rv fase” be ; 
u tue + opera Aanedll elie Lor weir Lek Hope if 1H a ae mile, a 
ste (em Pei nae Foyt lt brag Vea alle yan Deve Jono 


igure 


: ; ’ ‘ j 
a Ble (Wis ie 4 iy as racy} ‘ afk, 2 ries [al yaork hoe wy Artes wy al i" 


830 


of the congregation from its starting point to 
the present time, when it has a membership of 
one hundred and sixty. He has been superin- 
tendent of the Sunday-school for eight years. 

In 1876 Mr. Meek was united in marriage with 
Arminda M. Sigler, who was born in Missourt 
They are the parents of ten children, viz.: Ira, 
Bert, Lloyd, Odis, Kestler, Victor, Lawson, Les- 
lie, Rolla and Zelma Irene. 


OHN W.WEHR, an agriculturist and stock- 
raiser of Logan county, residing on section 
2, township 17, range 4 west, was born in 
Butler county, Ohio, February 13, 1849. He is 
arson, Of; Eli W. Wehr, of Butler county, and 
Lovina (Burkholder) Wehr, a daughter ‘of Jo- 


seph Burkholder, a member of an old Pennsyl-- 


vania Dutch family. His grandfather, Jacob 
Wehr, was orie of the first settlers in O! uo, and 
owned and managed the first distillery in the 
state. His son Eli learned the business and for 
years ran one of his father’s distilleries. He died 
at an advanced age and was buried on his 
father’s farm, which property is now owned by 
his brother Jacob. Grandfather Jacob Wehr 
fought with courage and valor in the war of 1812. 
The family in general have been well represented 
in our wars; “of four brothers-in-law and one 
uncle, the uncle was killed. William Pepers, 
who married one of the daughters of the family, 
and who was a soldier in the Civil war, Fifth 
Ohio Cavalry, was wounded several times and 
had several horses shot from under him; he is 
now living at Hamilton. Myr. Taylor, another 
brother-in-law of our subject, was a prominent 
veteran of the war, and died a few months ago 
in Knox county, Ill. His wife still lives in Knox 
county. Joe Weimer, a_ brother-in-law, also 
served during the Civil war, and is now living in 
Latayette,.Jnd.; Mrs. .Edward Jones, a‘ sister, 
married a miner, and is living in Peoria county, 
Ill.;. Miranda Wehr died in childhood; Jacob F., 
tava was. born in Ohio in 1853, married Mary 
FE. Taylor in 1879 and has five children, who are 
now living in Crescent township, Logan county, 
Okla.; Joseph Ely is a farmer and lives in Cedar 
Vale township; L. D. married Miss Binkley and 
lives in Crescent tewnship. All of the children 
were born in Olio, 

John W. Wehr made a trip to California when 
he was twenty-one vears old, and upon his return 
his father died, and the body was taken to Ohio 
for burial. The farm was then sold, and the pro- 
ceeds were divided among the heirs. John W. 
remained in Hlinois for about cight years and 
engaged in agriculture. TTe finally went to 
Cloud county, Nans., and at the opening of Okla- 
homa made the run from the north line, locating 
the claim which has since been his home. Tis 
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farm is well improved and is devoted to general 
farming and stock-raising, although a portion 
is as yet covered with brush and timber. Mr. 
Wehr prides himself on the excellent quality of 
his stock. Of especial interest is a_ stallion, 
Knowen, imported from Pekin, Ill, and raised 
by William Hoagman, one of Illinois’ famous 
horse breeders; Knowen is a combination of 
Percheron and Norman and a descendant of old 
Louis Napoleon. Mr. Wehr has also imported 
from Adair county, Mo., two of the best jacks 
that old Missouri produces; these were pur- 
chased from Dr. W. E. Cheatham, a fancy stock 
breeder. The jacks are offspring of stock that 
brings the following prices: Animals one year 
old bring $800; two years old, $900; three years, 
$1,400; and four years, $1,500. The sire of one of 
these jacks sold last February for $1,000; the 
other sold for $1,500. Upon this farm are also 
raised Poland-China hogs and Plymouth Rock 
chickens. 

Mr. Wehr was married in January, 1896, to 
Mrs. Emma J. Diller, a daughter of Rev. Jacob 
Holderman, who is of Pennsylvania- Dutch ex- 
traction and now resides at Lost Springs, Kans. 
The children of this union are: Lovina C., two 
years old; and Laura, ten months old. In poli- 

cs Mr. Wehr is a Democrat, and cast his first 
presidential vote for Samuel J. Tilden. 





ENJAMIN FRANKLIN RYLAND. To 

Mr. Ryland belongs the distinction of hav- 

ing started the first mercantile establisi- 
ment in Crescent City. The business was begun 
ina very modest and unassuming way, the vart- 
ous goods and chattels comprising the stock of 
necessities for the early settlers being deposited 
under a tent until such time as himself and part- 
ner, Mr. Brown, could erect a commodious log 
house, in which the business was: successfully 
conducted fora year. Mr. Brown then disposed 
of his share in the enterprise to Mr, Ryland, 
who continued to minister to the wants of the 
settlers for three years. He then sold out and 
located on his claim, on the northwest quarter 
of section 13, township 17, range 4, seventy-five 
acres of which are under cultivation and forty 
acres represent Mr. Ryland’s gift to the 
prospective city of Crescent. His own remain- 
ing share of the land is under a high state of 
improvement, having a good house, barns and 
outhouses, the whole well fenced in, and made 
more useful and attractive by a large windmill. 
In 1900 Mr. Ryland added to his possessions by 
purchasing another claim on the northwest quar- 


ter of section 7, township 17, range 3. Of tlits 
one hundred acres are tillable, and are used 
principally for the cultivation of cotton, corn 
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and wheat. This year (1900) Mr. Ryland had 
one hundred acres covered with cotton. 

During the fall of 1889 Mr. Ryland induced a 
man to locate a saw-mill on his claim, and in it 
has been manufactured most of the lumber used 
in the construction of the houses in the town. 
Mr. Ryland and his family occupied a house one 
and one-half stories in height, and for tliree 
months after coming here Mrs. Ryland was the 
only woman in the settlement. 

Mr. Ryland was born in Randolph county, 
Mo., August 15, 1865, and is a son of William 
and Sarah (Beard) Ryland, natives of Iowa. 
There were in the family four brothers and two 
sisters, and of these a brother and sister are in 
Oklahoma, another brother and sister in the 
Osage Nation, and a brother in Kansas, who is 
a merchant at South Haven. William Ryland 
was variously interested as to occupations, hav- 
ing been engaged in general farming, stock-rais- 
ing, and the saw-mill and grist business. When 
3enjamin F. was a youth he moved with the fam- 
ily March 3, 1883, to Sumner county, Kans., and 
there his father died; his mother had died in 
Missouri. Subsequently he became the posses- 
sor of three hundred and twenty acres of land in 
Sumner county, which he afterward rented, and 
engaged in the mercantile business. He was thus 
occupied for one year, when he sold out and lo- 
cated on his claim in Oklahoma, April 22, 1889. 

November 6, 1884, Mr. Ryland was united by 
marriage with Miss Mattie A. Strange, a daugh- 
ter of George W. and Malissa Strange, agricul- 
turists of Sumner county, Kans. They became 
the parents of the following named children: 
Emma Elsie, deceased; Albert F., Orel C., Wii- 
liam E., Forest Z., Harry C., and an infant son, 
deceased. 


AVID DUNN MARTIN, “M.D. To Dr. 
Martin belongs the distinction of being not 
only one the best, but one of the oldest 

physicians in Oklahoma, from the standpoint of 
age and professional experience. For over half 
a century this skilled ameliorator of the physicai 
woes to which mortals are heir has taken his 
trained eye,correct diagnosis and common-sense 
methods of treatment into thousands of homes 
in different parts of the country, and has brought 
relief to suffering and hopeless humanity. It is 
true also that his success is due not a little to the 
conviction carried by his faith in his work and to 
the confidence imparted by his noble personatity. 
lor as a citizen he has no superior in kindliness 
or good will, nor has Newkirk a more ardent 
champion of all that pertains to her growth and 
upbuilding. 

Coming from a long line of ancestors, who 
distinguishedthemselves in various lines of occu- 
pation,and were conspicuously identified with the 
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intellectual and professional growth of their re- 
spective localities, Dr. Martin was born in Jef- 
ferson county, Ohio, June 28, 1828. Of Puritan 
stock, he is a descendant of sons of England who 
came from their native land in 1635 and settled 
in Weymouth, Mass. They were people of pro- 
found religious conviction and were associated 
with the saptist Church. Their children and 
children’s children were eventually scattered to 
the different parts of the country, and, with few 
exceptions, fashioned their lives on superior 
lines, devoting their abilities, in a large measure, 
to the professions of medicine and religion. 

The father of Dr. Martin, Jesse Martin, who 
was born in Plainfield, N. J., moved to Ohio 
with a colony formed in his native state, and 
there became prominent in the affairs of his lo- 
cality. He fought with courage and distinction 
in the war of 1812, and held the commission of 

captain. The mother of Dr. Martin was for- 
merly Elizabeth Pumfrey, of West Virginia, and 
of her fourteen children three became doctors: 
D. D.; N. S., of Arkansas City; and William R., 
of Toledo, Ohio. While being reared on his 
father’s farm in Ohio, Dr. Martin received his 
early education in the public and select schools, 
and subsequently graduated from the Starling 
Medical College, of Columbus, Ohio. He also 
attended lectures at the Rush Medical College of 
Chicago, and holds certificates of practice in five 
different states. 

In 1850 Dr. Martin entered upon the practice 
of his profession in Wheeling, W. Va., where he 
remained until 1854, and then returned to Craw- 
ford county, and stayed until 1866. He subse- 
quentiy resided in Knox county, IL, for twenty- 
one years, when he went to Dakota to visit his 
sons, and while there practiced medicine for 
three years. At the time of the opening of the 
Cherokee strip, in 1893, he was living in Arkan- 
sas City, and from there made the run into the 
territory, locating on school land in Kay county. 
Soon after he erected his residence in the town 
of Newkirk, and since then has made it his home. 
His residence here has been marked by signal 
acts of appreciation on the part of his fellow- 
townsmen, which acts have extended the sphere 
of his usefulness and responsibility beyond the 
demands of his profession. He has been mayor 
of the town for one term, and has also served on 
the city council, and is an ardent Republican in 
politics. He is a member of the Territorial Med=- 
ical Association, the Hlinois Medical Association 
and the Kansas State Medical Association. 
When eight years of age he became a member 
of the Presbyterian Church, and has since taken 
a vital interest in all of its undertakings, and is 
now an elder in the church. 

December 20, 1854, occurred the marriage of 
Dr. Martin and Caroline IT. Johnson, of Brooke 
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county, W. Va. Of this union there have been 
four children, viz.: George E., a practicing phy- 
sician of Carthage, S. D.; J. Watson, of Chicago; 
Ieloyd. .J.; an, attorney, in Howard, S. D.,.. and 
state senator from his district; and Eva B., wife 
of William Rouse, a lawyer of Newkirk. On 
the day of the “run,” Mrs. Martin was the first 
lady to arrive in Newkirk. 

Endowed with an intensely artistic tempera- 
ment, Dr. Martin has developed a pronounced 
talent for painting, which has been a solace from 
the worries incident to his professional career, 
and a delight to his friends, who have profited by 
his two hundred or more productions. Many 
times he paints from nature, and often portrays 
finely intricate and delicate allegorical themes. 
It is a wonder to many that into a life so crowded 
with benefits to humanity, and so loaded with 
responsibilities, there has been room for the in- 
troduction of so beautiful and comforting a pas- 
time. _ For now, at the age of seventy-three 
years, he is still the active and enterprising 
practitioner, and at times rides forty or fifty 
miles a day into the country on an errand of 
mercy or good will. 


R. MeILVAIN, M. D., who has resided in 
Oklahoma City since September, 188g, is 
one of the most successful physicians of 

this vicinity. The combination of superior nat- 
ural ability and educational advantages, with 
long years of experience in practice, well quali- 
fies him for the treatment of the most complica- 
ted cases coming up in ordinary practice. 

‘Dr. MeclIlvain was born in Flemingsburg, Ky., 
August 21, 1851, and is ason of James and Mary 
(Morgan) Mecllvain. His grandfather, James 
Mellvain, was born in Virginia, and early set- 
tled in Kentucky, where he followed farming 
and cabinet-making. He had two sons, John 
and Alexander, who served in the Mfexican war. 
James Meliyain, the tather of our subject, was 
born in Bath county, Ky., and in early lie took 
up the trade of a machinist and blacksmith, 
which he followed there and at Cincinnati, Olio. 
Imi.t87i. he settled at ‘Council ‘Grove. Kans., 
where he followed farming until his death, at the 
age of sixty-six years. Ile married Mary Mor- 
gan, who was born in Montgomery county, Ky., 
and is a daughter of Kaleigh Morgan, who was 
born in Tennessee, and later moved to Ken- 
tucky, where he engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits. Mrs. Mellvain now resides in ansas, and 
is the mother of nine children, 

The oldest son born to his parents, J. R. Me- 
Ilvain was reared in Cincinnati, Ohio, and New- 
port, Ky., and in 1871 accompanied the family to 
Council Grove, Kans. Ile had learned the trade 
of a machinist, but never followed it, and in- 
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stead entered upon the study of medicine for 
five years at Council Grove. He studied under 
the direction of Dr. Bradford, with whom he 
practiced. March 1, 1882, he was graduated 
from the Kansas City Medical College, with the 
degree of M. D. He then returned to Council 
Grove and practiced there until 1889, when, in 
September of that year, he located in Oklahema 
City and engaged in the practice of his chosen 
profession. Being greatly pleased with the 
country, he decided to make his home here. 
From the start he met with success, and now has 
a large general practice. He aided in the or- 
ganization of the first Medical Association of 
Oklahoma, and served as its first president. He 
was county physician for two years, city physi- 
cian.for two years, superintendent of the board 
of health of Oklahoma county for two years, 
and president of the city board of health for one 
year. He served in the city council from the 
third ward for two years. 

In Council Grove, Kans., Dr. McIlvain was 
united in marriage with Miss Flora C. Bradford, 
who was born in Savannah, Andrew county, 
Mo., and is a daughter of his former preceptor, 
Dr. J. H. Bradford. They are parents of three 
children: Cornelius Todd, James Hallie and 
Thomas Harvey. Religiously the doctor ad- 
heres to the faith of the Seventh Day Adventists. 
and is treasurer of the church. Fraternally he is 
a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, Order of Red Men, and is a Mason. 
In politics he is independent, voting for the 
best men and measures, regardless of party lines. 


H. MASON, M. D: Though practically 
anew comer to Newkirk, having located 
here in 1898, Dr. Mason has alread, 

received substantial recognition from the citizens 
of his adopted city, and has built up a large city 
and county practice. Although a general prac- 
titioner, he has developed a special aptitude for 
abdominal surgery and gynecology, and devo- 
ted the greater part of his research to perfecting 
himself along these lines. 

Born ant -Clark county, Mo. 11. 1861, “Dr. 
Mason is the son of parents who removed from 
Kentucky to Missouri in 1858, and who are still 
living there. He was educated in the common 
schools and at Monticello Seminary, atter which 
he taught school in Clark and Lewis counties 
for five years. In 1883 he began the study of 
medicine at the Missouri State University, from 
which he was graduated in 1886, and at once 
began the practice of his profession at Sandhill, 
Scotland county, Mo., where he remained for 
two years. Subsequently, with the view of bhet- 
tering his prospects, he located at Barnard, Lin- 
coln county, JNansi, but after a year of experi- 
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ment returned to his former patients in Scotland 
county. For nearly seven years he engaged in 
a lucrative and successful practice, and at the 
end of that time was compelled, owing to failing 
health, to effect a change of location and sur- 
roundings. In 1897 he removed to Shawnee, 
Okla., but did not experience the desired benefit 
from a residence there. Reluctantly icaving a 
good practice and bright business prospects, he 
resorted to the expedient of travel in the high 
altitudes of the northwest, from which change 
came gratifying results and a complete restora- 
tion to health. 

In March of 1899 the doctor permanently lo- 
cated in Newkirk, which has since been the scene 
of his home and success. In order to keep in 
touch with the progress of medical science in all 
parts of the world, he took a post-graduate 
course at the Chicago Polyclinic in 1896, and in 
1898 took a special course in the Post-Graduate 
School of Gynecology and Abdominal Surgery 
in Chicago. 

Mrs. Mason was formerly Minnie May Mat- 
lock, and she is the mother of three children, 
Ada B., Forest L. and Gross, who is deceased. 
Dr. Mason is medical examiner for the Modern 
Woodmen of America and several other com- 
panies. Desides being a member of the Wood- 
men, he is connected with the Odd Fellows in 
Newkirk Lodge No. 27. 


UPHER ARMBRISTERCON YE, aiihece 
generations of the Nye family have been 
prominently identified with the medical pro- 

fession, and it is therefore not surprising that 
this latter-day descendant, Luther Armbrister 
Nye, tof Keokuk Falls, should turn his ability 
in the direction of the calling of Aesculapius, and 
should be confronted by a future hclding en- 
couraging possibilities. A native of Hurricane, 
Putnam county, W. Va., he was born Noveinhber 
25, 1872, sand<is a son of Dri George iL. 
Imma (Hudson) Nye. 

Biene the last century the great-crandfather 
Nye came from Germany and settled in Mary- 
land, later removing to Virginia, where he lo- 
cated upon a claim in Wythe county, granted 
him by Henry VIII. of England. His active life 
was devoted to the medical cause, and his son, 
Jackson Nye, was also an able exponent of med- 
ical and surgical science. The next in succes- 
sion, George L. Nye, was born in‘Wythe as 
Va., and is a graduate of Richmond, College. 
At the time of the breaking out of the Civil war 
he was engaged in a large practice in Tazewel! 
county, Va., and tendered his services to the 
Confederate cause. Throughout the war he 
served as surgeon in the lorty-filth Virginia In- 
fantry, under Lee’s command, and rendered val- 


and 
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uable service to the sufferers from the vicissi- 
tudes of war. After the restoration of peace he 
returned for a time to Tazewell county, but 
about 1878 bought the old homestead, with its 
memories of the first Nye to settle in ‘America. 
He subsequently made the discovery that Henry 
VIIL. had given his grandtather the finest min- 
eral spring in the world. Dr. Nye is still living 
in Wythe county, Va., and though well along 
towards the inactive side of life, is yet engaged 
in the practice of his profession, and has amassed 
quite a fortune. His life is a record of obstacles 
overcome, for when first settling in West Vir- 
ginia a five-dollar gold piece represented the ex- 
tent of his wealth, and during the Civil. war he 
lost all that he had in the meantime gained. 

As a boy, Luther Nye had fortunate educa- 
tional advantages and the example of his father’s 
erudition and perseverance. He attended school 
at Wytheville, the county seat of Wythe county, 
living the while with an uncle. He early showed 
an aptitude for analysis and investigation, the 
forerunners. of the mastery of medicine. The 
names of the victims of his research are not 
mentioned, but it is stated on authority that he 
borrowed his father’s forceps and manipulated 
them with satisfactory results. He also brewed 
various kinds of syrups from herbs and plants, 
the efhcacy of which was tested upon the feline 
members of the neighborhood, and other ani- 
mals whose systems were utterly unused to 
drugs or treatment. He subsequently graduated 
from the Southwest Virginia Institute at the 
age of eighteen, and soon after began to read 
medicine with his father, and to attend lectures 
at the University of Tennessee, from which he 
was graduated in 1895. He then spent one year 
as an interne at the Davidson County Hospital, 
at Nashville, having won the position by carry- 
ing off honors at the univ ersity. Later he served 
for one year as assistant demonstrator of anat- 
omy at the University of Tennessee, and, after 
practicing in Henry county, Tenn., for a few 
months, came to Oklahoma in July of 1808. 

In Neokuk Falls, Dr. Nye has already built 
up a good practice, and is one of the most mea 
ising professional men in the county. He is 
member of the Mutual Protection League of 
a uy at Keokuk Falls, and is examining 
ph iysician of the order. The doctor was married 
in Nashville, in 1897, to Arizona Lane, of Indi- 
ana, and of this union there was one daughter, 
Kimma L. Nye, who was born in Keokuk Falls. 
Mrs. Nye died about four months after her 
daughter’s birth. Later Dr. Nye married Sallie 
Curtiss, who was born in the vicinity of Nash- 
ville.” “They “have one child, Luther’ A., Tr., 
born Deeember 5, 1900. Dr. Nve is devoted to 
the interests of the Democratic party, and has 
served as village clerk, and is now treasurer of 
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the village. Fraternally he is connected with 
the Keokuk Lodge of Masons and the Modern 
Woodmen of America. 


UDGE JOEL R. SCOTT, who was ap- 
pointed by President MchNinley to the re- 
sponsible post of receiver of the United 
States land office at Perry, April 14, 1899, is still 
acting in that capacity. He is a prominent mem- 
ber of the Territorial Bar Association, and has 
been actively engaged in the practice of law for 
about a quarter of a century. 

The Scott family, to which the judge belongs, 
is an old and honored one in New England. 
His great-grandfather Scott was a soldier oi the 
Revolutionary war, and his grandfather, who 
was born in Vermont, became a pioneer farmer 
of Herkimer county, N. Y. In that county sev- 
eral generations of the Scotts were born, lived 
and died. G. H. Scott, our subject’s father, 
continued to dwell in the Empire state until 1856, 
when he removed to Dwight, Ill., and there de- 
voted himself to farming. In his early manhood 
he learned the trade of a millwright, and until 
1856, when his plant was destroyed by fire, he 
was the proprietor of a large paper-mill at 
Johnstown, N. Y. For a wife he chose Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Joel R. Hardy, a hero of the 
war of 1812, and son of a Revolutionary patriot. 
He came of an old Connecticut family, and his 
birthplace was near Hartford. He removed to 
New York state, and there was employed as a 
millwright, and carried on a saw-mill of his own. 
He died in 1880, at the advanced age of ninety- 
four years. Mrs. Scott, who was “born in the 
Empire state, is in her seventy-fifth year, as also 
is her husband. 

Of the nine children of this estimable couple 
two have been called to the better land, and 
Judge J. R. Scott is the only one of the family 
in this territory. He was born March 7, 1855, 
at Little Falls, N. Y., and was educated in the 
public schools of Dwight, Ill. At eighteen years 
of age he commenced teaching in the vicinity 
of his home, and was thus employed for three 
years. Then he pursued a course in the Wes- 
leyan University at Bloomington, Ill, for four 
vears, in the junior year turning his attention to 
law, and in 1876 was graduated with the degree 
of Doctor of Laws. 

After embarking in the practice of his profes- 
sion at Grand Island, Neb., he soon concluded 
to try his fortunes in Loup City, same state, and 
in 1879 established an office there. He became 
one of the most esteemed citizens of that county, 
steadily rising in his profession. Tor five vears 
he published the “Loup City Northwestern” 
newspaper, but finally the pressure of his law 
practice induced him to abandon journalistic 
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work and concentrate his energy. For two 
terms, or four years, he was the prosecuting at- 
torney for Sherman county, and for one term he 
occupied the position of judge of the probate 
court. In September, 1893, he settled in New- 
kirk, Okla., where he was actively engaged in 
legal practice until the spring of 1899, when he 
came to Perry, in order to enter upon the duties 
of his new office. 

Politically the judge is an ardent Republican, 
and has served on the county committee, being 
chairman of the first Kay county central com- 
mittee. He is a past officer in the Knights of 
Pythias, and is connected with the Ancient Or- 
der of United Workmen and with the order of 
Red Men. 

Twenty-one years ago occurred the marriage 
of Judge Scott and Miss Margaret Sharp, who 
was born near Ottawa, and grew to womanhood 
in the vicinity of Dwight, “Il Four children 
bless their union, namely: Lola, Edna, Joel R,, 
Jr and Oklahoma. The eldest daughter is a 
craduate of the high school at Loup City, Neb., 
and the younger children are attending the Perry 
schools. Mrs. Scott is a member of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, and, like her husband, is 
highly esteemed in tlre best local circles. 


O. KUECH, who has been engaged in 
the grain and elevator business du1ing 
his entire business career, 1s manager 
of the Oklahoma Star Elevator at Oklahoma 


Citys He isvat nian of a in business ca- 
pabilities and his efforts have been attended by 
success. 


Mr. Kuech was born in Concordia, Lafayette 
county, Mo., October 16, 1870, and is a son of 
Herman and Christiana (Fret rking) Kuech. His 
grandfather, Claus Kuech, was a native of Ger- 
many and came to America after the birth of his 
children, dying at Concordia, Mo. Herman 
Kuech was born at Hanover, Germany, and was 
eighteen years of age when he came to this coun- 
try. At Concordia, Mo., he was a merchant and 
also engaged in the grain business. He built 
the first elevator at Concordia, and continued 
there until he retired from business. He served 
in a Missouri regiment during the Civil war, 
and was wounded in Price's raid. His wife was 
born in Concordia, of German parentage, and 
died in Missouri about 1885, leaving four sons 
and two daughters. The sons ac: Fred H. and 
H. C., of Concordia, Mo.; W. our subject; 
and A. O., who is located at ee City. 

Reared in Concordia until his thirteenth year, 
Mr. Kuech then went to Alma, Lafayette county, 
and attended the public schools. From boyhood 
he was identified with his father’s grain and ele- 
vator business, and continued with him until the 
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latter retired in 1892, after which he started in 
business for himself at Alma as a grain dealer 
and shipper. He continued there until 1896, and 
then became associated with his brothers in a 
similar business at Aullville, Mo., managing the 
affairs of the firm there until 1899. On June 11 
of that year he came to Oklahoma City and as- 
sumed charge of the Oklahoma Star Elevator, 
which is located at the foot of Grand avenue. 
The company carries on an enormous grain bus- 
iness. (principally in wheat) and ships to mills in 
Missouri. He has charge of the business for his 
brother, F. H. Kuech. They also run two large 
elevators in Missouri, one at Concordia and the 
other at Aullville. Mr. Kuech is well known 
throughout this section of the territory and is 
very popular. 

At Alma, Mo., Mr. Kuech was united in mar- 
riage with Ella Alberts, who was born in Iowa. 
While living in Alma he served on the town 
board of trustees. He is a strong Democrat in 
his political affiliations. In religious faith and 
fellowship he is a Lutheran. 


W. ANNIS. The life of Mr. Annis has 
been rather on the eventful order, for in 
the pursuit of occupation, experience, 

and permanent location he has wandered over a 
large part of the country and seen many sides of 
life. His position of sheriff of Payne county 
was prolific of ample opportunity. for the ap- 
plication of his wide range of information and 
for the knowledge of human nature acquired by 
the intelligent when traveling over the country. 

Of sturdy ‘ Scotch descent, Mr, Annis was born 
in Knox county, Ill., near Halesburg, June 12 
1859. His parents, Andrew and Leah. (Brown) 
Annis, were born, respectively, in Maine and 
Pennsylvania. The paternal grandfather, Elli- 
son, Was born in Maine, and came from an old 
New E ngland family of Scotch descent. During 
the war of 1812 he served in the American army. 
Ife was a sailor in the coasting trade, which oc- 
cupation he followed until an old man. ITe died 
in Knox county when his son was a youth of 
twelve years. Thrown thus upon his own re- 
sources, Andrew Annis early settled on a farm 
in Knox county, and in time became a promi- 
nent man and a large Jand-owner. His farm 
consisted of four hundred acres and was finely 
improved. Elis useful life terminated at the age 
of sixty-three years. Tlis wife lived to be fifty 
years old. 

The second in a family of six sons and one 
daughter, all of whom are living, O. W. Annis 
was reared on his father’s farm and educated in 
the public schools. Ife had an ambitious nature, 
and the surroundings in Illinois seemed far too 
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circumscribed, so in 1878 he set out for the far 
west, and in the Black Hills engaged in the cat- 
tle business, and worked on ranches in South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Colorado and Wyoming. 
After three years of this kind of life he returned 
to Illinois, and in LaFayette, Il., engaged in 
the meat market business, continuing the same 
until 1884. He then located in Sumner county, 
Kans., near Arkansas City, and engaged in agri- 
cultural enterprises and stock-raising until the 
opening of the territory in 1889. 

In April of 1889 Mr. Annis made the run 
from the north line and located a claim adjacent 
to what is now Perkins, and to the east of the 
town. This claim was improved to the utmost, 
and fitted with all modern appliances, and given 
over to general farming and stock-raising. This 
farm is the special pride of its owner, in whose 
possession it still is, and it is accounted one of 
the finest and best managed and cultivated 
claims in the county. While living on his claim 
Mr. Annis also engaged, at times, in the mer- 
chandise business in Perkins, and later in the 
meat market trade, and, for the carrying on of 
his enterprises, built a frame store. 

In 1896 Mr. Annis was nominated on the Pop- 
ulist ticket for sheriff, and was elected by one 
hundred and four plurality over two of his op- 
ponents. In 1898 he was renominated on the 
Fusion ticket, and was the only one on the ticket 
that was elected.. He took the oath of office 
January, 1897, and served until January of 1901. 
After his first election he settled in, Stillwater, 

where he built a residence, his farm proving a 
poe at from the worries and cares of public 
political life. In 1900 he was one of the organ- 
izers of the Ripley State Bank, and is vice-presi- 
dent and director of the same. He is also Grand 
Organizer of the Fraternal Order of American 
Farmers, and is a charter member of the same. 
For six years he served as trustee and assessor of 
Perkins township. Fraternally he is associated 
with the ee cy order, and is a member of Fron- 
tier: LodgeiNo? GA. Fo & A. NL, at- Stillwater. 
FHenis ee a oe of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, and is past officer of Perkins 
Lodge No. 21, and of the Encampment. 

In Inox county, Il, Mr. Annis was united in 
marriage with Sarah J. Porter, a native of Illi- 
nois, and a daughter of Otis Porter, a merchant 
in Knox county. Of this union there have been 
six children, vizi: Frank, Orva, Allie, Roy, Jesse 


and Nellie. 
Pottawatomiecounty could not be written 


f | e 

without giving a prominent place to the 
subject of this article. To him must be given 
the credit of contributing largely to the estab- 


G. BEARD. The history of Shawnee and 
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lishment and organization of Shawnee, and se- 
curing the Choctaw Railroad, that great factor 
in the development and prosperity of this terri- 
tory. His public spirit and patriotic interest in 
everything pertaining to the permanent welfare 
of this county and territory is remarkable, for on 
how many occasions has he sacrificed his per- 
sonal interests to the general good! His inti- 
mate associates, who have reason to know, are, 
necessarily, among his most enthusiastic ad- 
mirers, and never weary of singing the praises 
of one of the parents of Shawnee. 

Born in Sweet Springs, Mo., March 16, 1866, 
Mr. Beard is in the prime of manhood. His 
parents, Alfred B. and Catherine C. (Gee) Beard, 
were natives of Illinois. His grandfatier, 
Thomas Beard, a native of Tennessee, of an old 
and prominent Virginia family, which contribu- 
ted soldiers to the Revolutionary war, located in 
Marion county, Il, at an early day. Grand- 
father John Gee, who came of an old eastern 
family, was born in Green county, Ky., and died 
upon his homestead in Illinois. For over three 
years, during the Civil war, Alfred B. Beard 
served in Company I, Fortieth Illinois Infantry. 
For several years he conducted a farm near 
Sweet Springs, Mo., in 1869 settled in the neigh- 
borhood of Fredonia, Kans., and in 1890 came 
to Oklahoma. For a year or so he carried on 
farming in the county of that name, and in i&oI 
located a claim four and a half miles northwest 
of Shawnee. Living there until 1900, he then 
became a tesident of Roff, I. T. Fraternally he 
is connected with the Grand Army of the Re- 
public. His two daughters, Mrs. Lola G. Wiison 
and Mrs. Laura B. Spears, live in Roff, I. T. 
One son, Hershel, is deceased, and of the other 
sons, John W., who was a sergeant in the First 
Oklahoma regiment during the late war, now 
resides at Ada, I. T.; Lyman F., who was a cor- 
poral in the famous “Rough Riders” regiment, 
and took part in the celebrated battle of San 
Juan Hill and in the operations around Santiago, 
now is engaged in the real estate business at 
Ravia, 1..T);Claude Riis at the head of a livery 
business at Henrietta, Creek Nation, I. T.; and 
Ollie is a student at the Territorial University 
at Norman. 

The youth of H. G. Beard was spent in Fre- 
donia, Kans., and when twenty years of age he 
went to Missour1 and Nebraska. On the day of 
Oklahoma's opening he came with the multitude 
of home-seekers and engaged in a wholesale 
produce and commission business on Grand ave- 
nue, in Oklahoma City, until September, 1801. 
At that time he located a claim for Miss Etta 
Ray, whom he afterward married. This claim 
occupied the subsequent site of Shawnee. His 
brother John and sister Lola also filed claims to 
quarter-sections of land in this immediate neigh- 
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borhood, their property adjoining. Mrs. Beard’s 
claim was proved up after her marriage. 

In order to secure the Choctaw Railroad, H. 
G. Beard gave to it one hundred and twenty 
acres, and his brother John one hundred acres, 
of their respective quarter-sections. Previously 
he had named old Shawnee, and had served on 
the first board of county commissioners of Pot- 
tawatomie county (until the first regular elec- 
tion) under the appointment of Governor Steele. 
Many essential undertakings were carried out, 
the townships named and the bridge across the 
North Canadian, on Beard street (called in 
honor of our subject) were among the things 
accomplished in that brief period. 

H. G. Beard and M. J. Bentley conceived the 
idea of founding Shawnee, and, having agreed 
upon the name and made a few preliminary prep- 
arations, enlisted the services of J. T. Farrell, 
surveyed the town site, and on September 20, 
1892, the plat was approved by Secretary Noble. 
Finding that the other people of this locality 
were too conservative to take any initial steps, 
Mr. Beard, with the energy and determination 
of youth, and characteristic of him-especially, 
forged ahead. For six years or more he was 
actively engaged in the real-estate business and 
built a large per cent of the residences and 
business blocks erected here in the first veriod 
of the town’s existence. It is certain that one 
or more buildings put up under his supervision 
are to be found in nearly every block in the 
business portion of the place. For the past 
three years he has carried on a thriving business 
in hardware and implements, and at the same 
time is the local agent for leading manu- 
factures of wagons and carriages; for the Buck- 
eye harvesters, the Advance threshers and Mo- 
line plows, and carries a full line of plumbing 
material. Huis place of business is centrally sit- 
uated at the corner of Broadway and Main. 

A few of the numerous concerns in which Mr. 
Beard is interested will be briefly mei:tioned, as 
the limits of this article do not permit a com- 
prehensive review of all of his enterprises. One 
of the organizers of the Bank of Shawnee, he 
served as a director and vice-president for some 
time, and since March, 1898, when it was in- 
corporated as the lirst National Bank, has been 
a stockholder merely. Of the Draper Casey 
Furniture Company, of Main street, he 1s the 
president. One of the incorporators and orig- 
inal stockholders of the First National Bank 
of Roff, he now is the vice-president and a di- 
rector of the same. The new [Frisco line, or 
the St. Louis, Oklahoma & Southern, from Sa- 
pulpa south through the Creek, Seminole and 
Chickasaw Nations to Denison and Sherman, 
Tex., was stanchly supported by Mr. Beard, who 
is a director of the company, and is the president 
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of the Town Site Company. Among the many 
towns which he has located are: Okmulgee, 
Henrietta, Holdenville, Ada, Roff, Ravia, Oak- 
land and Woodville. 

Always an enthusiastic worker in the ranks of 
the Republican party, Mr. Beard, nevertheless, 
is not an aspirant to political honors. Of the 
Shawnee Club he is a charter member, and in 
the fraternal organizations here belongs to the 
Knights of Pythias, the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen and to the Woodmen of the World. 
Ife was the president.of the first board of trus- 
tees of Shawnee, and in January, 1891, was ap- 
pointed as enrolling and engrossing clerk of 
the territorial council, the first to occupy thai 
position in this future state. The city high school 
here is erected on a tract of thirteen acres which 
he and his wife contributed as a park to Shaw- 
nee. 

In Oklahoma City, the marriage of Mr. Beard 
and Miss Etta B. Rav took place in 1891. A na- 
tive of Illinois, as also was her father, Philip 
H. Ray, she was reared in Kansas and received 
a liberal education. . Mr. Ray, who held the rank 
of first lheutenant in an Illinois regiment during 
the Civil war, has made agriculture his chief 
business in life, and since September, 1893, has 
resided upon his claim two miles from Perrv, 
Okla. In all of his wide and comprehensive 
undertakings, Mr. Beard has found an excep- 
tionally able assistant in his wife, whose judg- 


ment and svmpathies are broad and_ well- 
founded. In religious faith a Methodist, she is 
identified. with the ,Shawnee’ "Church. ~\\ Mrs: 


Beard’s home is adorned with several handsome 
paintings, her own handiwork, she having a 
natural aptitude for such work, without taking 
any lessons of consequence, 


i NELSON. * "Few 

, but thirty summers have risen to as great 

a degree of success in the business world 

of Shawnee as has A. Ic. Nelson, who has deal- 

Ings with many large firms in Eneland and in 

the states of New England. Perhaps from some 

of his “Yankee” ancestors he inherited the enter- 

prising spirit which he manifests; at any rate, 

he neglects no strictly legitimate means of pro- 

moting his commercial success. and at the same 

time has established an enviable reputation for 
fairness and justice. 

Nacogdoches county, which once embraced 
about half of Texas, numbered among its earliest 
white settlers the grandfather of our subject, 
Capt. A. A. Nelson, who was an associate of 
the renowned Sam Houston. Born in Port- 
land, Me. he followed a sea-faring life for many 
years, being connected with the coasting trade 
of New England. Having become a practical 
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surveyor and civil engineer, he came to the west 
in the early part of the nineteenth century, and 
assisted in the work of surveying Nacogdoches 
county, thenceforth his place of abode. During 
the Civil war he joined the Confederate army, 
for he had so long resided in the south that his 
sympathies were with her, and thus it was that 
he won his military title. His life was a long 
and useful one, ending when he was in his 
eighty-ninth year. 

Dr. George A. Nelson, born in Nacogdoches 
county, Tex., in 1850, passed away at his home 
in Terrell, Tex., in 1899, and is survived by his 
wife, wliose maiden name was Emma Mattox. 
She was born in Georgia, and accompanied her 
father to Nacogdoches county in her girlhood. 
Dr. Nelson received his professional education 
in the Louisville Medical College, and, after 
obtaining his degree, returned to his native 
county, where he practiced for some time, finally 
locating in Terrell. 

The birth of A. E. Nelson occurred in Nacog- 
doches county, May 16, 1870. He is the eldest 
of seven children, all of whom survive. In his 
boyhood he attended the public school of Ter- 
rell, and at the age of sixteen embarked upou 
his business career. For several years he was 
employed by the firm of Bateman & Wither- 
spoon as buver of cotton, and subsequently he 
was with other houses in the same line of busi- 
ness, becoming well known throughout the cot- 
ton-belt of Texas. In 1893 he settled in Ara- 
more, I. T., and for the ensuing four years made 
his headquarters at that point, transacting a 
large trade in cotton. Since 1897 he has lived 
in Shawnee, where he is not only the pioneer 
in his calling, but also is the most extensive 
shipper of cotton in this locality, his trade ex- 
tending for a long distance along the Choctaw 
and into Indian Territory. His shipments are 
to mills in England and New England, and, as 
well known, the products of these plants fre- 
quently .find their wav into the markets of the 
far east, even entering into competition with the 
printed cotton goods of China in the Ceiestial 
Empire. This enterprising young man was one 
of the most active in the organization of. the 
Cotton Compress Company, and belongs to the 
board of directors, also serving as vice-president. 
This is one of the finest plants in these terri- 
tories, and is one of the best-paving compresses 
in the entire country. He also conducts a whole- 
sale grocery business at Holdenville. I. T. Tn 
addition, he is vice-president of the Citizens Bank 
of the same place, and is a stockholder of the 
National Bank of Ada, I. T. He owns a half 
interest in the Shawnee Lumber Company, and 
is vice-president of the Pottawatomie County 
lair and Blooded Stock Association. 

While in Purcell, Mr. Nelson .married Miss 
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Russia Grayson, who is a native of Alabama, 
and two littie sons: have blessed their hearts and 
home, namely: A. E., Jr. and J. G. Mrs. Nel- 
son's father, A. J. Grayson, a retired merchant, 
resides on a homestead near Shawnee. Reli- 
giously, Mr. Nelson and wife are Presbyterians. 


He is a charter member of the Shawnee Club, 

and is actively interested in all local affairs. In 

political preference he is a Democrat. 
AMUEL MAURICE: BARNES; M.D. On 


the paternal side the Barnes family is of 

English descent. The great-grandfather of 
Dr. Barnes, Robert by name, crossed the seas 
from his native land and settled in New England 
during the last century. He later identified him- 
self with the commercial life of Georgetown, 
D. C., and served with courage and distinction 


during the Revolutionary war. The next in 
succession, his son, Samuel T., was born in 


Georgetown, D. C., and removed to Columbus, 
Ohio, w here he was engaged in mercantile pur- 
suits. He later retired from: business life and 
entered the ministry of the United Brethren 
Church, and served in his capacity of pastor of 
a church in Lawrence, Kans., until his death. 
Samuel Maurice Barnes was born in Lawrence, 
Kans., November 6, 1869, and is a son of J. T. 
Barnes, a native of Columbus, Ohio. J. T. 
Barnes became interested in the mercantile busi- 
ness in his native city, and in 1868 removed to 
Lawrence, Kans., where he engaged in the in- 
surance business, continuing the same occupa- 
tion after his removal to Beloit, Mitchell county, 
in 1880. The mother, formerly Elizabeth Wil- 
ee, and is a dauglhiter 


son, was born in ctrevinic 2S 
of Samuel Wilson, born in the east. and of 
Scotch-Irish descent. He was a_- successful 


planter in Tennessee, and in 1849 contracted the 
gold fever and started across the plains for Cali- 
fornia. He took the southern route, and some- 
Where on the vast stretches of western prairie 
meta fate which has ever been surrounded with 
nw stery. ad. uncertaiaty. His. wite, eee 
(Curtis) Wilson, was born in Nashville. Tenn. 
where she is living at the present tine! aged 
ninety vears.. She isa member of the Presbv- 
terian Church. Of her three sou. and two daugh- 
ters, Samuel Maurice is the oldest. John H. is 
in the navy department at Washington, D. C.; 
James L. is a census deputy at Washington, D. 
C.: Alla M. is the wife of Prof. Foster of Weiser, 
Idahoy, Alabel\E Mis: ddarveyvyas tivine "in Be- 
loit, INans. 

Until 1880 S. M. Barnes was reared in his na- 
tive city of Lawrence, IWans., after which his 
education was carried on at Beloit, of the same 
state, and situated on the frontier. After finish- 
ing the public. schools he graduated at the high 
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school in 1887. He then entered the pharma- 
ceutical department of the University of Kansas 
for a year, and in 1888 began to study medicine 
in the medical department of Howard Univer- 
sity, Washington, D. C., from which he was 
graduated in 1891. For a year he practiced his 
profession in Washington, and in 1892 associ- 
ated himself with the larger possibilities of Okla- 
homa, and settled in Stillwater, Payne county, 
where he engaged in a general medical and sur- 
gical practice. With the political undertakings 
of his locality he became prominent, and was 
appointed coroner of Payne county in 1898. In 
June of 1897 he was appointed a member of the 
United States Pension Board, upon which he is 
still serving, and of which he is president. 

Dr. Barnes was one of the organizers of the 
Territorial Medical Association at Oklahoma 
City, and is prominently associated with all med- 
ical matters of his town and locality. With the 
cause of education he has shown a vital interest, 
and has served as a member of the school board. 
A Republican at all times, he is yet not an office- 
seeker, preferring to devote all of his time and 
attention to the duties incident to his chosen 
life-work. Fraternally he is associated with the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a 
member of the Encampment and the Fraternal 
Aid, 

In Washington, D. C., occurred the marriage 
of Dr. Barnes and Josie D. Alderman, born in 
Marysville, Mo., and a daughter of A. H. Alder- 
man, who is now in the pension department at 
Washington. He is a veteran of the Civil war, 
and served in an Ohio regiment. To Dr. and 
Mrs. Barnes have been born three children, 
Kelsie, Marion and John Maurice. The doctor 
has made. many friends since coming to Still- 
water, who appreciate his many excellent traits 
of mind and character, no less than his skill and 
reliability in the domain of his professional lite. 


C. MORTON, a prosperous farmer liv- 

ing in Kingfisher township, Ningtisher 
county, is one of the representative citi- 

zens of his community. He takes an active part 
in all affairs pertaining to the good of the county, 
and is looked upon as a thoroughly reliable man. 
Richard en the father of our subject, 
was born in Clinton county, Ohio, and is ot 
Scotch-Irish descent. He spent most of his 
active life in his nape county, where he farmed 
and dealt Jargely in buying and. selling 
For the past ten years he has resided in High- 
land county, Ohio, and is now retired from active 
cares. By his marriage to Lucinda Ruble, who 
died when our subject was a small boy, he had 
eteht children, namely: William, a milstsiat mot 
Sf Paul Minn. - Sarah Jane; Cynthia; James, an 
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attorney in Wilmington, Ohio; John H., who re- 
sides in Missouri, and is a dealer in cattie; R. C., 
the subject of this sketch; Elizabeth, Mrs. Elihu 
Thomas; and Mary Dell, deceased, who was the 
wife of Freeman Stevenson. 

R. C. Morton was born in Clinton county, 
Ohio, where he attended the common schools. 
At the age of twenty-one he went to DeKalb 
county, Mo., and for several years carried on 
general farming. In the fall of 1890 he came to 
Kingfisher county,- Okla. and began farming 
the south half of the southwest quarter of section 
10, and also the north half of the northwest 
quarter of section ro. At that time the land was 
raw prairie, and Mr. Morton at once bezan 
many improvements. He put one hundred acres 
under the plow for wheat farming. His family 
followed him to this county in the fall of the 
same year, and they occupied a house 14x16. 
With their assistance he has gradually increased 
his possessions, and through careful manage- 
ment and hard work has become one of. the 
leading farmers in the county. He has a good 
grade of cattle, an orchard, and a small vine- 
yard. 

In 1877 Mr. Morton was united in marriage 
with Elizabeth McCartney. They are the parents 
of eight children, as follows: Frederick R., a 
graduate of Kingfisher College, and now attend- 
ing the Commercial Business College in Wich- 
ita; Hubert, Kendal, Lillie May, Mabel L., EI- 
mer R., Viola E. and James Clyde. Mr. Morton 
is a Democrat in politics, and takes an active 
interest in party affairs. He has served as town- 
ship clerk and justice of the peace, and also has 
been a member of the school board. He and his 
oldest son are members of Lodge No. 2, A. O. 
U. W. He holds stock in the Farmers elevator 
and in the Kinefisher Union Hall Cemetery As- 
sociation, having been one of the organizers of 
the latter. 


ER NIGH SE DY) From) Witham the 
S.% Conqueror down through the splendid his- 

tory of England’s triumphant progress, the 
Knight family traces its descent. The latter- 
day members of whom there is authentic ac- 
count have distinguished themselves in the in- 
tellectual world, and have been associated with 
the march of progress in their respective local- 
ities: Phe frst trom Albion isle to join 
their fortunes with those of the settlers in the 
eastern United States became tillers of the soil 
in far-off Maine, and here the paternal grand- 
father was presumably born, and. with his 
brothers, served in the war of 1812, his. de- 
scendants in America having previously fought 
with courage and distinction in the Revolution- 
ary war. 
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A native of Biddeford, Me., Dr. Knight was 
born July 21, 1864, a son of Daniel Sanborn 
Knight, who was born in Saco, of the same 
state. Daniel S. Knight was descended on the 
maternal side from the Sanborns of Massachu- 
whose ancestors are almost. lost in the 
shadowy past of England. During the years 
of his activity he was a prominent educator in 
the east, and is a graduate of Bowdoin College. 
For some years he was superintendent of 
schools in New York City, following which he 
engaged in the same line of occupation at \Mat- 
toon, Ill., and later transferred his interests to 
California, where he was active in educational 
work. His superior methods of instruction met 
with their merited appreciation, and his life 
work has been attended with gratifying ‘success. 
From California he returned to.his native state 

on the Atlantic coast, and is now living with his 
son in Enid, having come here in 1899. After an 
active life, he is now retired. His only brother, 
Albert, was killed at Gettysburg, Pa. 

The mother of S. E. Knight was formerly 
Ellen F. Smith, a native of Elmira, N. Y., and a 
daughter of William E., a farmer of New York 
state, who removed to Charleston, Coles county, 
Ill. He married Fenetta Bacon, a lineal de- 
scendant of Lord Bacon, and who died in Cali- 
fornia. She was the mother of five chiidren, two 
of whom are living, the daughter, Nellie M., 
having studied to be a trained nurse, and now 
living in. Portland, Me. .Her brother, S. E. 
Knight, passed his childhood days in Biddeford, 
Me.,, and studied diligently at the public schools 
under his father’s preceptorship. When four 
years of age he went with the family to Califor- 
nia, returning at the age of seven. Previous to 
graduating from Bowdoin Col lege in 1888, he 
had eraduated from Fryburg Academy in 1884. 
From his alma mater he received the degree of 
A..B.,,and in 1891 that of A. M. In 1888 he 
began the study of medicine in the medical de- 
partment of Bowdoin College, and after a year 
went to the Portland .Medical College, from 
which he was graduated in 1891. Returning to 
Bowdoin College, he took the degree of M. 1D. 
in 1892. Further research was then made at the 
Boslow Polytechnique, and at the New’ York 
Post-Medical College, and specialties were 
studied under Dr. Munde. 

Dr. Knight began the practice of ius profes- 
sion in Boston, Mass., in 1894, subsequently 
voing west to California, where he practiced 
in San Francisco until 1895, and then located in 


Cripple Creek. He ministered to the needs 
of the sick and wounded during both of 
the terrible fires that devastated that town, 


and lost his all of worldly possessions. 
Owing to the arduous work and constant 
strain and responsibility, which brought on 
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pneumonia, Dr. Knight’s health gave out, and 
he was obliged to leave a large and remuner- 
ative practice in order to recuperate under 
changed and less severe conditions. In 1897 he 
located in Topeka, Kans., and made a specialty 
of surgery and the diseases of women, and in 
1899 changed his field of usefulness to Enid, 
where he has since lived. 

In Topeka, Kans., Dr. Knight married Lillie 
Magill, a native of Little Falls, N.Y. In politics 
Dr. Knight is affiliated with the undertakings of 
the Republican party, and has never swerved 
from his allegiance thereto. In addition to his 
other duties he has served as medical examiner 
for several insurance companies. August 23rd, 
1900, he was appointed by the territorial super- 
intendent of the Board of Health to the office 
of county superintendent of Board of Health. 
He is also a member of the United States pen- 
sion board of examiners,of which he is treasurer. 
It would seem that the doctor has been able to 
realize his expectations in regard to life in the 
territory, for his practice is far-reaching and lu- 
crative, and his home one of the pleasantest in 


his adopted town. 
The memory of Mr. 


OHN R. CLARK. 
Clark as associated with Stillwater extends 


from unplatted fields to its present condition 


of prominence among the towns of Oklahoma. 


During all the stages of development. and the 
controversies incident to the introduction of col- 
leges, railroads, and general institutions, his 
name is inseparably interwoven with the most 
ambitious of the’ schemes for growth, and with 
the most generous contributions for their pro- 
mulgation. As a lawver, real-estate agent, edu- 
cator; politician, and enterprising citizen, hts 
influence has been extended and lis judgment 
prized. As one of the organizers of the Kansas 
& Oklahoma Central Railroad in 1892, he accom- 
plished an almost incredible amount of work, 
and effected the survey from Coffeyville, Nans., 
to Vernon, Tex., via Stillwater. THis charter was 
sold to the astern Oklahoma road. and is naw 
all over ‘the cotnty.: In. the early sdavs, Mr: 
Clark contributed more than $5,000 towards this 
enterprise, until he could no longer carry the 
responsibilitv. Of the ten members ot the 
organizing committee, but two or three were 
from Stillwater. 

Had it not been for Mr. Clark’s untiring ef- 
forts, it is doubtful’if the Agricultural and Me- 
chanical College would ever have been located 
in Stillwater. [Te spent four months over the 
question, and the fight was long and_ bitterly 
contested. At the time that he was appointed 
a member of the board of regents the founda- 
tion of the college had alone been built, and to 
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his push and determination is due the later com- 
pletion of the structure. He was president of 
the board on contracting and, building. The 
original public school fund of the town came 
from Mr. Clark’s salary as a member of the first 
council, which salary he turned over to the 
school board, and which constituted the nucieus 
of the first fund in the territory. A building 
was rented, and Mr. Clark’s brother taught the 
first school here. 

The early life of all men who have attained 
prominence is of interest, and especially when 
their efforts have been so diverse and their use- 
fulness so great. Mr. Clark was born in Hamil- 
ton, Ohio, March 25, 1856, and is a son of Pat- 
rick Clark, a native of "Treland: who came to 
America about 1850. He settled in the vicinity 
of Hamilton, eleven miles west of the city, and 
engaged in farming up to the time of his death, 
at the age of sixty -eight years. The mother, 
Ann (Richards ) Clark, was also a native of Ire- 
land, and a daughter of Patrick Richards. Mrs. 
Clark died in Ohio. She was the motiier of 
seven children, five of whom are living, John 
R. being the eldest. Thomas is a merchant at 
Glencoe; Edward F. lives in Stillwater, and was 
a representative in the fifth general assembly; 
Richard A. lives in Jackson, Neb.; and Henry 
is in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

On his father’s farm near Hamilton, Ohio, 
John R. Clark received an excellent home train- 
ing, and was educated in the public schools and 
at the Normal school at Lebanon, Ohio, from 
which he was graduated in 1876. His education 
was acquired solely through his own efforts, for 
at the age of seventeen he began to teach school, 
and in this wav paid for his higher education. 
After graduation he continued his educational 


work, and was principal of a school at Riley, 
Ohio, for several years. Subsequently he under- 
took the study of law in Lebanon, Ohio. In 


July of 1884 he settled in Winfield, Nans., and 
engaged in the real-estate business, and in 1889 
located in Stillwater, at the opening of the town. 

Mr. Clark’s decision to make Stillwater his 
future “home was sa _ matter of considerable 
thought and planning, for while vet Itving in 
Kansas he had formed a company the pr eceding 
called the Stillwater Townsite Conipany, 
and their agent was sent on to plat the town 
before the opening. The drawing of lots oc- 
curred on the 11th of June, and a local govern- 
ment was at once formed, of which Mr. Clark 
was elected councilman, and he served as presi- 
dent or mayor for the first two years. He was 
a member of the original townsite board. and 
became chairman of the local board. FTlimself 
and brother Tdward built the first store in the 
place and opened up a grocery business on the 
corner of Main and Ninth streets. [he store 
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was run by IE-dward Clark, and his brother began 
the practice of his profession. Jn addition, he 
entered largely into the real-estate business, in 
which he has since been engaged most success- 
fully. In 1890 he conducted his affairs under 
the firm name of Neal & Clark, and was after- 
wards alone for several years. 

In 1890 the firm of Clark & Swope was formed 
and in 1900 an addition was made which changed 
it to Clark, Swope & Johnson. The firm have 
handled nearly all of the city additions. . They 
bought eighty acres of fine land and laid out 
the college addition, which now constitutes the 
most beautiful part of the city. Mr. Clark 
evinced his usual public-spiritedness by erecting 
the first ‘court-house in the town, located on 
Ninth street, and which he rented to the county 
for many vears, and which he eventually sold. 
Many of the first buildings in the city were 
erected by him, and it is almost impossible to 
enumerate the many projects which his enter- 
prise has suggested and energy carried out. 
The firm of which he is a member handles the 
additions called Lewis, Sunnyside, Barnes, and 
Lowrey’s first and second additions. They also 
handle insurance, abstracts, and loans, and own 
several farms in the country. 

In Hamilton, Ohio, Mr. Clark married Sarah 
Moorehead, born in Butler county, Ohio, and 
a daughter of John Moorehead, who died 
Ohio. As a member of the Democratic party, 
Mr. Clark has been conspicuously identified with 
the undertakings of his party, and has been a 
delegate to various county and territorial con- 
ventions. He was one of the organizers of the 
party in Kansas and Ohio, and also in Payne 
county, and has been chairman of the county 
committee. From its origin he was a member 
of the Territorial Democratic Committee until 
1898, and for two years was secretary of the 
commnittee, and was also a member of the exec- 
utive committee of the Territorial Committee. 
November 6, 1900, he was elected judge oi pro- 
bate of Payne county. Fraternally he is asso- 
ciated with the Knights of Pythias and the Mod- 

ern Woodmen of America. 


RU CEH WATSON, ©) N.oah Numbered 
among the successful young physicians and 
surgeons of Perry is the subject of this 
sketch, who is a worthy representative of an 
honored old Scotch family. His grandfather, 
David Watson, was a native of the land of the 
heather and the thistle, his birth having occurred 
in Inverness. He grew to manhood there, and, 
after his marriage, removed to the United 
States, subsequently engaging in agricultural 
pursuits near Iredericksburg, Ohio. 
The doctor's Paves, Dr. J. M. and Elizabeth 


ay 
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Porter (Taylor) Watson, are still living, re- 
spected citizens of Dearborn, Mo. The father 
was born in Fredericksburg, Ohio, is a graduate 
of the Cincinnati Medical College. He has 
been engaged in the practice of his profession 
for about forty years, and for the past sixteen 
years has been the leading physician of Dear- 
born, Mo. He resided in Panis Ky., until 1871 
since which time he has dwelt in Misseuri, Reine 
situated at Halleck for thirteen years. His wife 
was born) in Fleming: .county;,Ky.,.and her 
father, John Taylor, also a native of that state, 
was from an old Kentucky family. He was en- 
gaged in merchandising there for many years, 
and later went to Missouri, his death occurring 
in Kansas City. 

Dr. Bruce Watson, born in Paris, Ky., Octo- 
ber 29, 1865, is one of the three children who 
survive of seven brothers and sisters. In boy- 
hood he was taken to Missouri, and in the pub- 
lic schools of Halleck and Dearborn he acquired 
his elementary education. Leaving the Kansas 
City high school when in his senior year, in 
order to accept a position as a bookkeeper with 
W. Kk. Ring Commission Company, he re- 
mained with the firm only three months, and 
then entered the University of Missouri, at Co- 
lumbia, where he pursued a literary and scien- 
tific course for about two years. Then for a year 
or more he conducted a mercantile business in 
Kansas City, and for the following twelithmonth 
was similarly occupied in the town of Dearborn. 
For three years ihe was in the emplov of the 
Famous Clothing Company, of St. Joseph, Mo., 
and later was with H. Ettenson, of the same 
place, for a period of two vears.. With ‘his 
father, he seriously devoted himself to the study 
of medicine about seven or eight vears ago, and 
in 1894 entered Barnes Medical College, in St. 
Louis, where he was graduated with the degree 
of Doctor of Medicine in 1897. Beginning his 
professional career in a very sensible manner, 
he practiced under the supervision of his father, 
whose long experience and marked ability in 
his chosen work were of inestimable benefit to 
the son. At the end of eighteen months spent in 
this way, the voung man came to Perry and 
opened an office. Since March, 1899, he has 
been actively engaged in practice here, contin- 
ually adding to his laurels. 

Dr. Watson made an important step in lite 
when, in 1898, he married one of the accom- 
plished voung ladies of Dearborn. Mo., Miss 
Maud Bryant, who is a native of Missouri, and 
is a daughter of Charles T. Bryant, for many 
vears employed as agent with the Great West- 
ern Railroad Company, and now engaged in 
farming in the neighborhood of Blackwell, Okla. 
The doctor and wile have a little son, Paul 
Bruce by name. 
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Fraternally Dr. Watson is identified with the 
Modern Woodmen of America and the Knights 
of Pythias. His political creed is stated in the 
platform endorsed by the Democratic party. 
Mrs. Watson holds membership i in the Christian 
Church of this city, and is justly popular with 
the best local society of Perry and Dearborn. 


ENOUE BEEATBEOSSOM, Me D.:" One 

of the weil-known citizens of Oklahoma 

City is Dr. Beemblossom, who has built 
up a large practice which has come to him with- 
out effort, and which, indeed, he has not sought 
after, as for some time subsequent to his arrival 
in this territory he devoted his attention ex- 
clusively to agriculture and stock-raising. It 
was not long, however, ere his talents were 
brought to light and his services called into 
requisition. 

The doctor’s ancestors came to this country 
from Germany prior to the war of the Revolu- 
tion here. His grandfather, Abraham Beem- 
blossom, was born in Baltimore, Md., whence 
he migrated to Harrison county, Ind., at an 
early day, and there was one of the pioneer 
farmers. Later in life he removed to Iowa, 
where he died about sixteen years ago. Our 
subject’s father, Philip Beemblossom, was a na- 
tive of Harrison county, Ind., and in 1841 went 
to Iowa. There he became a well-to-do and in- 
fluential agriculturist, raising live stock exten- 
sively and taking an active part in all loca! 
affairs. He was a Republican in politics, and was 
faithful in all of his relations to others. Death 
claimed him when he was in his sixty-fourth 
year, in 1886. His widow, whose girlhood name 
was Eliza Shepherd, was born in Indiana, and 
is still living at the old homestead in Iowa. OI 
their nine children, the following-named_ sur- 
vive: Thornton, Zeno E., Theodore and Josephine 
(twins), and Thusa, wife of J. G. O. Hoppings, 
of Washington county, Iowa. 

The birth of Dr. Beemblossom took place 
June 13, 1855, in Marion township, Washington 
county, Iowa, on the parental. homestead, and 
there he learned the lessons of industry and re- 
sourcefulness which have been so useful to him 
in later life. He receive da common-school ed- 
ucation, but made the best of his opportunities, 
and, after completing his studies in the local 
academy, eneactd in teaching for several terms. 
In the meantime he took up the study of medi- 
cine, under the guidance of Dr. William Me- 
Clelland, and in 1879 matriculated in the 
Keokuk (Towa) Wedieal College, where he was 
graduated witit the degree of Doctor of Medicine 
two vears later. 

Commencing the practice of 


his chosen pro- 
fession: at” VV eaver, Towa) the 


doctor soon re- 
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moved to Table Rock, Neb., where he’ found a 
better field for his skill, and, during his six 
years’ stay there, not only built up a large and 
paying practice, but also carried on a drug store. 
In 1887, owing to his father’s failing health he 
returned home and cared for his parent during 
his last illness. Subsequently he was located at 
Crawfordsville, Jowa, until Oklahoma wa 
opened to the public. Fle arrived in Ortahde, 
Logan county, on the memorable 22nd of April, 
1889, but, failing to secure a claim, went to Win- 
field, Kans., whither he had shipped his goods, 
and in May bought his homestead in Oklahoma 
township, Oklahoma county, from the two con- 
testing parties to the tract of land. Subsequently 
he purchased a quarter of section I and a quar- 
ter of section 12, and thus owned a large and 
very valuable country-seat. He stocked his farm 
plentifully with high-grade Shorthorn cattle 
and Poland-China swine, usually keeping about 
one hundred head of cattle, and buying and sell- 
ing extensively. He made substantial imiprove- 
ments and had one hundred and twenty acres of 
land under the plow when he sold out in 1900. 
He planted and maintained a large orchard and 
vineyard, and the buildings upon the place are 
substantial and well kept. He proved himseli 
to be a thorough, practical farmer and business 
man, and stands high in the opinion of his neigh- 
bors, 

The wife of the doctor enjoys the distinction 
of having been the first white woman on Deep 
Fork creek, as she arrived here on the 26th of 
May, 1889. Their m arNaee took place in 1878 
prior to which time she bore the name of lor: 
ence Shepherd. They have three children, 
namely: Hubert, Jay and Estella. 

The doctor is a stalwart Republican, and in 
Towa, as well as since coming here, has occtu- 
pied various township offices of loca! importance. 
He is now serving as a school director and mani- 
fests the deep interest which he always has felt 
in the cause of education. He was a member of 
the Iowa State Medical Society and was the sec- 
retary ‘of the Washington County Medical So- 
ciety. Since coming here he has become a mem- 
ber of the Oklahoma County Medical Society. 


ILLIAM BECKER. In the temple oi 
Fame of the United States a special place 
of honor should be given to thase sons by 

adoption who proved their patriotism and love 
for the land of their choice by loyally defending 
the Stars and Stripes. Not yet twenty years of 
age, William Becker, who had lived in the 
United States but six or seven years, enlisted at 
the first call for volunteers in the 
1861, and remained in the ranks until peace 
restored to the Union, being mustered out of the 
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service in June, 1865. In the meantime he haa 
participated i in many of the apo (ant campaigns 
of the war, acquitting himself of his arduous 
duties with zeal and commendable bravery. At 
first, he had enlisted in the Thirteenth Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, on the three months’ cali, 
after which he belonged to the Twenty-second 
Ohio Battery, Light Artillery. Among the cele- 
brated battles in which he was engaged were 
Shiloh, Corinth, Iuka, Stone River, Perryville, 
Cumberland Gap, siege of Knoxville, and many 
others. At Cumberland Gap, he and a small 
detachment of Burnside’s army met with a great 
victory, as they captured over four thousand 
Confederates. The severe hardships which the 
young man, in common with his comrades, suf- 
fered in the arduous campaigns in which they 
were concerned affected his health for some time 
after the close of the war, and thus several of the 
best years of his life were devoted to his coun- 
try. 

Born May 25, , William Becker is a na- 
tive of Hanover, Germany, his parents being 
Charles and Annie (Meack) Becker, of the same 
province. When thirteen vears of age, he sailed 
from Bremen to Baltimore, with his parents and 


three brothers and sisters, the good ship “Anna 
Long” taking about forty days to make the voy- 
age. The parents located upon a farm near 


Columbus, Ohio, and there spent the rest of their 
days. They contributed two sons to the Union 
cause, the only two who were old enough to 
enter the service. The elder, Charles, was a 
private in the One Hundred and Eighth Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry. 

After coming to America, William Becker 
aided his father on the farm near Coluinbus, and 
learned the carpenter’s trade of his senior, who 
was a practical builder. From that time to the 
present, he has devoted much attention to that 
line of business, and numerous buildings in 
Kansas and Oklahoma attest the thoroughness 
of his work. For several years he was employed 
at his trade in Knoxville, Tenn., and in 1871 
located near Council Grove, Kans., where he 
bought a farm. Later he invested in local town 
property and engaged in contracting and build- 
ing in that vicinity until the opening of Okla- 
homa. April 22, 18890, he settled in Oklahoma 
City, where he erected a number of buildings on 
his own account, and also was employed by local 
business men. Since 1894 he has lived in Shaw- 
nee, and continues his chosen calling of contract- 
ing and building. He owns a good quarter- 
section farm, fifteen miles northwest of this place, 
across the boundary, in Lincoln county. 

While a resident of Knoxville, Tenn., Mr. 
Recker married Alvina, daughter of George 
Thurmer. She is a native of Leipsic, Germany, 
and lived in Morgan, Tenn., during the first part 
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of her residence in the United States, thence 
removing to Knoxville. Her father departed 
this life in Kansas. Mrs. Louisa Meeh, eldest 
child of our subject and wife, lives in Council 
Grove, Kans. William G. is a clerk in the Shaw- 
nee postoffice, and Charles is a dealer in live 
stock here. Emma Camille, the youngest of the 
family, resides at home and is a clerk at the 
Grand Leader dry goods store. Mr. Becker is a 
charter member of the Shawnee Post of the 
Grand Army of the Republic. In his religious 
belief he is a Lutheran, and in political creed ad- 
heres to the Republican party. 





GALEN DICKSON. The ancestry of 
the Dickson family is interestingly inter- 
woven with some of the most romantic 

events of English history, and by marriage one 
of them, at least, has stood within the shadow 
of a crowned life, whose persecution, woes and 
tragic fate have wrung the hearts of succeeding 
years, in an impassioned appeal for sympathy 
and pardon. It was given to Samuel Dickson, 
the great-great- grandfather of these latter-day de- 
scend: ants, an Irish nobleman from County Cork, 
to marry Lady Jane Hornsby, Duchess of Marl- 

borough, and maid of honor to Mary, foieen of 
Scots. This distinguished scion of an “Mlustrious 
house came to America about 1726, and, readily 

grasping the existing opportunities, beca ame a 
planter on a large scale in Virginia. He amassed 
much of this world’s goods, and his success 
in the land of his adoption more than cornpen- 
sated for the exile from Ireland, which he left 
owing to political troubles. , 

His son, Enoch N., was born in Virginia, in 
the vicinity of Jamestown, and subsequently fol- 
lowed his father’s example and became a planter. 
He later removed to Rutherford county, Tenn., 
which was the scene of his death. His son, the 
next in succession, William Riley Dickson, was 
born sixteen miles below Jamestown, November 
30, 1800. True to the traditional occupation, he 
also became a planter, and had large possessions 
in Virginia and Tennessee. His later ventures 
were in the north, whither he removed in 1841, 
to Black Leg Diggings, on the Wisconsin and 
Ilinois line. He later ran a smelter at White 
Oak Springs, and at Snake Hollow, Wis., and in 
1850 rounded out his adventurous life by en- 
gaging in mining on the Una river, which he 
reached bv crossing’ the plains with mule teams, 
via the Platte route and southern pass. Here 
Was terminated his industrious life in 1869. He 
married Rhoda T. Johns, whorwas born in Mur- 
freesboro, Tenn., and was an own cousin of 
President James K. Polk. Wer grandfather, 
Janes a. Johns, was born in Wales, and brought 
his family to America and settled in Tennessee. 
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He served in the Revolutionary war. His son, 
Abner Johns, was but two years of age when 
his father brought him to America, and he was 
reared on the plantation in Tennessee, and later 
became the owner of a large plantation. 

The father of W. G. Dickson, E. N. Dickson, 
was born in Murfreesboro, April 22, 1834, and 
when seven years of age went with his father to 
Wisconsin. “He received a fair education in the 
public schools, and worked in the lead mines in 
Veta Grand and Shullsburg, Wis., and near Ga- 
lena, Ill. Later he served an apprenticeship as 
mason and carpenter, and: for the five following 
years clerked on the steamer that plied between 
St. Louis and St. Paul. He afterwards located 
in Shullsburg, Wis., where he worked as a con- 
tractor. During the Civil war he volunteered 
eight different times in Wisconsin and Illinois, 
but was rejected each time.. In 1876 began a 
series of changes in search of a desirable per- 
manent location, and in quest of the same Mr. 
Dickson lived successively in Grand Isiand, 
Neb., where he remained for a year, then in Law- 
rence, Kans., for the same length of time, and 
later in different cities of the state until 1883, 
when he located in Nevada, Mo. There he en- 
gaged in agricultural pursuits until 1900, when 
he came to Shawnee, his present home. On the 
maternal side, also, Mr. Dickson is of distin- 
guished lineage, his mother, Lydia J. Moody, 


claiming kinship with Lady DeBois, of Eng- 
land. The great-great-grandfather, Cook 
Moody, came from Greenoch, Scotland, and 


settled in Nova Scotia. There was born his 
son, Archibald, who became a coaster, and man- 
aged a sloop on the Nova Scotia coast. He sub- 
sequently settled in Kane county, Ill., and spent 
his remaining vears in the peaceful cccupation 
of farming. His wife was formerly Lydia 
Young, of Nova Scotia, and whose great-grand- 
father, Joel Young, came from England. Mrs. 
Dickson is the mother of seven children: Eu- 
gene C. was drowned near Fort Scott in 1885, 


when twenty-eight vears of age; W. G is a 


draughtsman and president of the Shawnee 
school board; Emory died at the age of six 
.months; Jesse F. is a carpenter and builder 


in Shawnee; Jennie is living in Shawnee; Arch- 
ielie is also in Shawnee; and Laureame, wile of 
Herbert Warbinton, is residing on a sugar plan- 
tation in Louisiana. 

W. Galen Dickson was born Apri! 25, 1850, 
and was reared in Wisconsin, near Shulisbure. 
From a boy he learned the carpenter’s trade 
under his father’s able instruction, and when 
seventeen vears of age went to Nebraska, where 
he completed his carly education, From 1877 
until 1883 he practiced his trade in thirty-five 
different counties in Kansas, we thea went to 
Hoover, Vernon county, Mo., where he engaged 


_in the drug business. 
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After one year ‘his bust- 
ness went up in smoke, and after the disastrous 
fire he returned to the sure remuneration which 
followed the industrious application of his car- 
pentering trade. In Vernon county he con- 
tracted and built until 1889, when he removed 
to South McAlester, which was then in process 
of building, and was employed with the con- 
tractor that erected the Kala Iula building. In 
1893 he engaged as patternmaker in the shops 
at McAlester, I. T., and has continued in that 
capacity ever since. In 1897, when the shops 
were completed in Shawnee, he transferred his 
headquarters to this place. 

At Fort Smith, Ark., Mr. Dickson married, 
December 2, 1894, Lulu Brown, a native of Ve- 
rona, Miss., and a daughter of Thomas Brown, 
of Alabama. Thomas Brown was a merchant 
at Verona, and in 1887 removed to Fort Smith, 
where he still resides. His wife, formerly Ca- 
milla Grace Ratcliff, was born in Georgia, a 
daughter of John Ratcliff, who was a pianter 
at Verona. Mrs. Brown died at Fort Smith. 
The Ratcliff family is of English descent. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Brown were born eleven children, 
six of whom are living: Guy, a merchant at 
Fort Smith; Lulu; Effie, now Mrs. Kellar, who 
is living at Fort Smith; Lucy, Mrs. Patterson, 
of Texarkana, Ark.; Fred, a farmer at Theodore, 


, 


Tex.; and Nathan J., who is living at Shawnee, 
Okla. To Mr. and Mrs. Dickson has been born 


one child, Galen Nashton. 

In the spring of 1899 Mr. Dickson was elected 
to fill a vacancy in the second ward school 
board, and after a year of service was made 
president of the board. At the election in 1900 
he was re-elected, and will serve as president for 
two more years. His efforts along educational 
lines have been of marked benefit to the com- 
munity, and he was instrumental in securing the 
erection of the high-school building. In na- 
tional politics Mr. Dickson is a Democrat. THe 
is a member of the Christian Church, serving on 
the board of trustees, and as superintendent of 
the Sunday-school. Fraternally, he is associated 
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
and with the Red Men. 


NDREW JORDAN. HASWELL! - The 

Aus leasant home of Mr. Haswell is situated 

bet southeast quarter of section 32, town- 

ship 10, range 3 west, Cleveland county. Within 

a few vears this enterprising young man has ac- 

cumulated valuable property and has won a place 
of esteem in his community. 

A son of Henry, M. and Nary (Jackson) 
TTlaswell, he was born in Granville rn NS 
July 2, 1864. and when about four years ‘of age 
removed with the family to Pettis county, Mo. 
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PORTRAIT 


On farms near Lamont, Mo., and in Grayson 
county, Tex., he was reared to maturity, in the 
meantime thoroughly mastering agriculture in 
all its departments. After living in tne last- 
named state for a year or more, he arrived at his 
majority, and, leaving home, went to the Chick- 
asaw Nation, where he rented land and devoted 
his energies to its cultivation. 

April 22, 1889, Mr. Haswell made the race 
into Oklahoma, but was not successful in secur- 
ing a desirable claim. Not daunted, he soon 
bought his present homestead for $350, which 
left him with little for improvements. Cheered 
by the thought of a future home, he steadily 
labored, year by year, constantly adding to the 
value of his farm, and at last reaping a golden re- 
ward for his efforts. During this period his 
shelter was a humble dug-out, and he lived alone 
for seven years. In 1895 he built a commodious 
barn, 30x40 feet in dimensions, and about two 
years later erected a good house, 14x30 feet, 
with a wing 16x16 feet. In 1899 he purchased 
eighty acres of land in section 20, same township, 
and in the following year became the owner of 
another quarter section of land, this being lo- 
cated in the southeastern quarter of section 6, 
township Io, range 2. Thus, year by year, he has 
made material progress, and justly ranks among 
the thrifty business men of his community. 

For a wife Mr. Haswell chose Miss Cora L. 
Bishop, an orphan, who was igi in Cleveland 
county. Their marriage took place June 21, 

18096, and one little daugl iter blesses their hearts 

and home. Junie Belle, as she is called, was 
born on the homestead April 26, 1897. MIrs. 
Haswell’s parents, Samuel and Antoinette 
Bishop, died when she was young, and, conse- 
quently, she remembers little of her family his- 
tory. She is a native of Arkansas, and, like her 
husband, possesses a fair general education. He 
uses his ballot in favor of Democratic nominees, 
and is a member of the Norman Lodge of the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen. In all of 
his dealings with others, he is noted for his in- 
tegrity, and among his neighbors his word is a 
perfect guarantee of good faith. 


F. CLAY. This is pre-eminently the age 
of young men, and it is truly remarkable 
what is daily being accomplished by the 

rising generation, by many who have only re- 
cently cast their first presidential ballot, it may 
be. In many instances “the child is father to the 
man,” and the son is already achieving more than 
did his forefathers, while in other cases the young 
man is exemplifying the business-like traits of 
his father, proving the truth of heredity and early 
training. 
Gar, Clay, 


of Noble county, is a distant rela- 
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tive of the renowned statesman, Henry Clay, and 
is a great-nephew of Cassius M. Clay, of Ken- 
tucky fame. His family is celebrated throughout 
the land for ability and patriotism, and it is quite 
within the limits of probability that he, too, wil! 
leave behind him “footprints on the sands of 
Time.” 

Born in Paris, Ky., July 21, 1879, our subject 
isa son of C. F. and Mary (Brooks) Clay, promi- 
nent members of important Kentucky families. 
The father long owned a large and valuable 
plantation in the Blue Grass state and gave his 
special attention to the breeding and training of 
fine thoroughbred race horses. He was consid- 
ered an authority on the subject of horses, and 
always had a number of specially fine animals in 
his possession. He was summoned to the better 
land about three years ago, and his loss is deeply 
felt in the community where he had dwelt so 
long. 

‘os F, Clay, of this sketch, was educated in ex- 
cellent private schools in Paris, Ky., where he 
prepared himselt for a collegiate course, and sub- 
sequently matriculated in the University of Ken- 
tucky, at Lexington. The year that he left that 
institution was the one which witnessed the death 
of his father, and for eighteen months thereafter 
he pursued legal studies in the Charlottesville 

Va.) Law School: Affairs on the old home- 
stead then demanding his attention, he returned 
and had charge of the place for one season. In 
eee 1899, he came to Oklahoma and leased 

a tract of land on section 13, township 21, range 
1 west, Noble county, and since that time has 
been very successfully engaged in farming and 
stock-raising. He has won the esteem of his 
neighbors and all with whom he has dealings, 
and his future is full of promise. Politically he 
is affiliated with the Democratic party, as was his 
father before him. 


B. EASTON, president of the Stillwater 
N Pressed Brick Company, and since the 

day on which Okla thoma was opened to 
settlement a resident of this immediate locality, 
is a veteran of the Civil war, and is an honored 
member of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
having served as junior vice-commander and 
aide in the Department of Oklahoma, and as 
comumander of the local post, now being its quar- 
termaster. Elis war history possesses manv fea- 
tures of special interest, and his sterling fidelity 
to lis country, in peace and in war, entitles him 
to a warm place in the hearts of the people of 
this great commonwealth. 

N, iB. (Easton, “bora i“ Pulaski, “Oswego 
county, N. Y., May 8, 1843, comes of an old fam- 
ily of the Ismpire state, his father, Wilham, hav- 
ing been born in Onondaga county, and his 
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grandfather Easton also having been a native of 
the state. The latter’s brother was a soldier 
in the colonial war for independence, and died 
on a British prison-ship, in the harbor of New 
York City. Grandfather Easton was an early 
settler in Oswego county, N. Y., where he passed 
to his reward. William Easton remained in that 
section of the state until 1850, when he removed 
to La Porte county, Ind., narchased a farm, and 
continued to work at his trade as a builder and 
contractor until shortly before his death. His 
wife, Emily, a native of Oswego county, N. Y., 
came of a respected old family of New England, 
being of the eighth generation descended from 
the emigrant founder of the Jones line in the 
East, he being a native of Wales. The father of 
Mrs. Easton was Pliny Jones, a farmer of the 
Empire state, and proprietor of a country inn. 
The two sons of William Easton, who were old 
enough to enter the army when the Civil war 
broke out, obeyed their patriotic ideas of duty, 
‘and served in the glorious cause. William, Jr., 
who was a member of Company B, Seventy-third 
Indiana Infantry, died while fighting for his coun- 
try. The youngest son, Frederick F., is a farmer 
of Page county, Iowa. A sister, Mrs. Hester 
Martin, resides on the old parental homestead in 
Indiana; Marion is married and lives in Oak 
Park, Ill, and Mrs. Fannie L. Holt is a resident 
of Grand Rapids, Mich. 

When in his seventh year, N. B. Easton went 
to Indiana, where he grew to maturity upon a 
farm, supplementing his district school educa- 
tion with a course in the Rolling Prairie Acad- 
emy. Three days after Fort Sumter was fired 
upon, the young man was ready to respond to 
the president’s call for patriotic defenders of 
the Union, and April 16, 1861, witnessed his en- 
listment in the Twentieth Indiana Volunteer In- 
fantry. He was mustered into the army at In- 
dianapolis, and with his regiment was placed 
upon ‘guard duty on the line of the Baitimore & 
Ohio ‘Railroad, later being transferred to Fort 
Hatteras and Chicamico Island. His company, 
with six others, were attacked by a Confederate 
force, five thousand strong, and were ores 
Young Easton, like his comrades, made a brave 
and desperate resistance, and he had the satis- 
faction of shooting down Colonel Wright's 
horse, but was taken to Libby Prison, at Rich- 
mond: and later sent to Tuscaloosa, Ala. He 
made his escape by digging a tunnel through a 
brick wall, but within a week was recaptured, 
and in February, 1862, was paroled, and to be 
exchanged, when the fight between the Monitor 
and Merrimac resulted in his being retained as 
a prisoner until the following May, at Salis- 
bury, S. C.. Then, sent to the parole camps at 
Columbus, Ohio, he volunteered as a provost 
guard and acted as such until the Indians in 
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Minnesota went upon the warpath. He believed 
that there could be no violation of his parole if 
he engaged in warfare with the red men, and, 
was upheld in this matter by the war department 
at Washington, when he volunteered to go to 
the aid of the northwestern white settlers, but 
many of his comrades refused to accompany 
him, adhering to the letter, rather than to the 
spirit, of their non-resistance oath. Mr. Easton, 
therefore, did not have an opportunity to take 
part in the conflict before December, when he 
was, exchanged, and returned to his regiment, 
then in the Third Army Corps, on the Potomac. 
He soon participated in the great battle of 
Chancellorsville, aiding in the capture of the 
Twenty-third Georgia, and then occurred the 
fatnous battle of Gettysburg, in which his own 
regiment lost heavily, only nine out of twenty- 
eight being left. Mr. Easton was highly com- 
be sine for his bravery and was promoted on 
the field to a sergeantcy. When the riots in New 
York City necessitated a military force on the 
scene, his regiment was sent and soon reduced 
things to order. 

Then, returning to the Army of the Potomac, 
the gallant Twentieth Indiana was sent in ad- 
vance to Culpeper Court-house, and proceeded 
to take part in the important campaign which 
followed, the battle of Mine Run and the next 
spring the battles of the Wilderness and Spott- 
sylvania. Another great misfortune was in store 
for him and a host of his comrades, for, May 
10, 1864, when about five hundred of-the regi- 
ment were doing guard duty on the Littie Po 
river, seven thousand of the enemy, by a Hank 
movement, occasioned their retreat, and ulti- 
mately captured the force. At first, Danville 
Prison was the scene of their captivity, but infa- 
mous Andersonville soon received them, and, 
as the terrible weeks of suffering rolled away, 
and great multitudes of their poor comrades in 
blue were added to their ranks, a new section 
or prison-pen was added to meet the recuire- 
ments. It happened that Mr. aston was placed 
in the newer portion, and, with two captains, he 
organized squads of men, and, wonderful to re- 
late, a tunnel sixty feet long was excavated, and 
davlight and liberty were ‘almost within reach 
of these determined men, when, alas! they were 
discovered. When Sherman took Atlanta, the 
Confederates decided to move these prisoners, 
and in September, 1864, they were started to-’ 
wards Florence Prison. On the way, the darmy 
subject of this sketch decided to make a des- 
perate dash for freedom. Almost miraculously, 
he did succeed in getting away from the guards, 
and secreted himself in the woods for a week, 
but again was captured, and then taken te Co- 
lumbia, S. C., and from October to December 
7th remained in the prison at Tlorence. An 
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order for the exchange of ten thousand sick and 
convalescent prisoners came on that memorable 
date, and four days later Mr. Easton had the 
great joy of joining the Union army. He was in 
the hospital in Annapolis, Md., for a period, and 
thence was sent to Indianapolis, where he re- 
ceived an honorable discharge in lebruary, 
1865, having been in the service for seven 
months more than his term of enlistment. and 
for fourteen months, altogether, had been con- 
fined in Libby and Andersonville and other 
prison pens, which are beyond even a Dante's 
description, 

For more than a year aiter his army life had 
been brought to a close, Mr. Easton was in very 
poor health, and, hoping to be benefited, trav- 
eled for some time, after which he engaged in 
farming in Indiana for a year or so. In the fall 
of 1867 he removed to McDonough county, 
Ill., and was prospering, when, in 1869, a great 
flood swept away the fruits of his toil. From 
1871 to 1875 he conducted a farm near Shenan- 
doah, Iowa,and had a large amount of land under 
cultivation one year, when the grasshoppers 
destroyed the whole crop. The Fates, indeed, 
seemed to pursue him, but he resolutely resumed 
the battle of life, and, becoming a citizen of 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, embarked in the insur- 
ance business, also being secretary of the lowa 
Live Stock Insurance Company. Later he re- 
turned to his farm in Page county, and carried 
it on for several years. 

April 22, 1889, Mr. Easton located a claim six 
miles northwest of Stillwater,on Stillwater creek. 
It was contested, and it cost him about one thou- 
sand dollars to defend his rights in the property, 
but he won the case. He improved it, and cul- 
tivated the land until six years ago, when he 
leased it, and since has made his homie in Stili- 
water, where he built a handsome residence for 
his family. In the spring of 1900 he organized 
the Stillwater Pressed Brick Company. Mr. 
I<aston owns three hundred and twenty acres of 
land, and his family have a section of sc 
lands. 

In July, 1866, occurred the marriage of Mr. 
aston and Miss Mary L. Wolford, a native of 
Pennsylvania. They have two sons and two 
daughters, namely: Walter E., who is interested 
in mining operations in Joplin, Mo.; Charles 
W., who is engaged in farming in Noble county, 
Okla.; and Eval G. and Nettie L., who are at 
home, 

In Indiana, Mr. Kaston was initiated into Ma- 
sonry, and now belongs to Frontier Lodge No. 
6, A. F. & A.M.’ ‘For three or four vears he 
was the commander of Stillwater Post No. 7, 
and now acts in the capacity of quartermaster, 
as previously stated. He also is identified with 
the Twentieth Indiana Veteran Association. Ia 
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politics he is a Republican of no uncertain 
stripe, and has served as a member of the county 
central committee. In the Methodist Episcopal 
Church he is an active member and a trustee. 


H. EWING, superintendent of the schools 

of Stillwater, and principal of the high 

school, is a young man of fine executive 
ability and education, and, without question, is 
just the one for the important position which he 
now holds. He is justly numbered amis the 
leading educators of the territory, and, judging 
by the material improvement which he has in- 
augurated in the local school system, he is des- 
tined to have a brill liant future. As a member 
of the executive committee of the Territorial 
Teachers’ Association, also a member of the 
Territorial Board of Education, and as ex-presi- 
dent of the Payne County Teachers’ Association, 
the general esteem in which he is heid may be 
seen, and, as he is heart and soul in the work, 
he takes genuine pleasure in his chosen field of 
labor. 

On the paternal side, Mr. Ewing is of English 
extraction. His great-grandfather, Robert Ew- 
ing, served in the Revolutionary war in this 
country with the rank of captain, and later was a 
pioneer farmer in Kentucky. His son, Wilii 
Ewing, grandfather of our subject, was hes in 
Adair county, Ky., whence he removed to 
Green county in its early history. His son, 
John H., father of R. H. Ewing, was a native of 
Green county, Ky., and was reared upon a farm 
in Logan county, Ill. In August, 1861, he 
yielded to his patriotic impulses and enlisted in 
the Twenty-eighth Ilinois Volunteer Infaniry, 
becoming first lieutenant of Company F. He 
participated in the almost innumerable cam- 
paigns and battles in which his regiment was 
engaged, and received wounds at the batties of 
Hatchie River, Tenn., and Jackson, Miss. He 
remained at his post of duty until the close of 
the war, at the last being commissioned captain 
of his company. Subsequently he carried on a 
farm in Illinois until the spring of 1886, when 
he settled upon a homestead in Sumner county, 
near Arkansas City, Kans. At present he is the 
superintendent of the dairy department in the 
Kansas State Institute for the Feeble-Minded, at 
Ossawattomie, Kans. He is an honored mem- 
ber of the Grand ete of, thew Republic. To 
himself and wee Mary A., five sons and three 
daughters we eivort and two of the daughters 
are opted VES. Ewing is of Scotch descent, 
and her father, Stephen E. Clarno, was born in 
Tennessee. He settled in Illinois as early as 
1818, and there participated in the Black Hawk 
war. He carried on a farm in Menard county, 
Ill., where Mrs. Ewing was born, and later he 
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operated farms im Logan and DeWitt counties, 
Ill. He was accidentally killed when in his sev- 
enty-third year, by a train on the Illinois Central 
Railroad. 


The birth of R. H. Ewing took place June | 


II, 1872, near Elkhart, Ill, and when’ in his 
fifteenth year he accompanied the family to the 
West. He pursued his studies in the Arkansas 
City high school, and at nineteen commenced 
his career as a teacher, having charge of schools 
in Sumner county for two years. In 1894 he ma- 
triculated in the University of Kansas, where he 
remained for one year, and then accepted a 
position as a teacher in the high school at Ar- 
kansas City. He was connected with the same 
for two and a half years, a portion of the time 
being assistant principal of the institution. In 
September, 1898, he became principal of the 
schools of Stillwater, and in August of the fol- 
lowing year was promoted to his present offices. 
He has graded the schools in a manner which 
permits the graduates’ entrance into any acad- 
emy or college within this territory, and the 
seventeen teachers constituting his corps of as- 
sistants are earnestly endeavoring to carry out 
his judicious plans. 

Mr. Ewing was married, in Arkansas City, 
to Miss Bertha J. Stafford, who is a graduate of 
the high school there, and whose birthplace is 
Tonganoxie, Kans. The young couple occupy 
a very pleasant residence, which was erected 
here by him singe he became a citizen. He is a 
Presbyterian in religious faith. Fraternaily he 
is a phason, belonging to lrontier Lodge No. 
6,A.F.& A.M. Heis past chanceilor of the 
Knights S Pythias; and is connected with the 
Modern Woodmen of America. In political af- 
fairs, he gives his ballot and support to the Re- 
publican party. 


W. DUTTON. The Dutton family is of 
English extraction and the first members 

who showed an inclination to roam 
crossed the seas and settled in Massachusetts 
in 1620. They were Puritans and were people 
of deep religious conviction. Their descendants 
gradually drifted to Connecticut, and here the 
grandfather, Daniel, was born, reared, and died. 
The son of Daniel, Chester by name, and the 
father -of |C. W.; was ‘born im Connecticut, in 
practically the dawn of the century, in 1814. 
He was a scholar of wide research, and a gradu- 


ate of Yale College in the class of r&38. with 
the degrees of A. B. and A, M. For years he 


was a teacher in a large Quaker school m Alex- 
andria, Va., and later removed to Wayne county, 
N. ve where he engaged in farming, and in 
1868 located in Concordia, Kans. Vhe mother, 
Mary (Mellen) Dutton, was born in New York, 
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being a daughter of Caleb Mellen, who settled 
in Wayne county, and served with distinction 
during the war of 1812. Mrs. Dutton is still liv- 
ing. Of her ten children, six are now living. 
One son, A. W., served in a New York regi- 
ment during the Civil war, and is now living at 
Salem, Ore. 

The youngest child in the family, C. W. Dut- 
ton, who was born June 13, 1862, was taken by 
his parents to a farm near Concordia, Kans., 
where he was reared and educated in the public 
schools. When eighteen years of age he began 
to teach school, continuing the same until 1881, 
after which he ran the home farm. He attained 
to considerable importance in the locality, and 
in the fall of 1891 was elected county clerk of 
Cloud county on the Populist ticket, and as- 
sumed control of the office during January of 
1892. At the next election, in 1894, he was not 
a candidate for renomination. In 1894' he lo- 
cated on a farm in Payne county, which he im- 
proved, and upon which was conducted a 
general farming and stock-raising enterprise. 

In 1896 began the residence of Mr. Dutton 
in Stillwater. From the first he evinced a vital 
interest in all that pertains to the general wel- 
fare, and in politics especially he exerted a wide 
influence upon the community. Under L. D. 
Teter, he was appointed deputy county treas- 
urer, and held the position until February of 
1899. He then retired from active politica: ofh- 
cial life and engaged in the real-estate and ioan 
business with the firm of Rodgers & Co. In 
1900 he was prevailed upon by his friends to 
run for the office of county treasurer of Payne 
county, and was elected by a good majority. 

In Belleville, Kans., Mr. Dutton married Ma- 
tilda A. Norris, born in Olive, Clinton county, 
Mich., and a daughter of Henry S. Norris, of 
Wayne county, Mich. Her paternal grandfather 
was born in New Yor! k, and settled in W ayne 
county, Mich., and afterwards in Clinton county. 
He served during the war of 1812. The ereat- 
grandfather, Job, came from New Jerséy. Henry 
Norris removed in 1877 to Kansas, where he 
was a farmer, and where he died. The motier, 
Charlotte Jane (Ware) Norris, was born ia 


Ashtabula county, Ohio, and was a daughter 
of B. F. Ware,.born in Ohio, and settled in 
Clinton county. He was a carpenter, builder 


Nor- 
She was’ 
of whom three are 


and farmer, and died at Bath, Mich. Mrs. 
ris died in Stillwater, March 12, 1890. 
the mother of four children, 
living, Mrs. Dutton being the oldest. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Dutton has been born one child, Nor- 
ris S. In politics Mr. Dutton is affiliated with 
the Populist party, and has served as a member 
of the school board. He was a member of the 
county committee in Nansas, and was chairman 
of the board for one term. Ile is regarded by 
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those who are privileged to know him as an 
enterprising and reliable citizen, and has made 
many friends during his residence in Stillwater. 


H. SCOTT, M. D. The lives and occupa- 
tions of the Scott family, as represented in 
America, have been closely interwoven with 

the happenings which constitute landmarks in 
the history of this great land. In the peaceful 
occupation of farming, also, they have brought 
an intelligent administration and enterprise, and 
in the very early days were the first occupants 
of land hitherto untrod save by the monarch red 
men. 

Dr. Scott was born in Elkhart, Logan county, 
Ill., December 18, 1863. His forefathers came 
from Scotland and Ireland, and settled in old 
Virginia. Here the grandfather, Andrew, was 
born, and in time removed to Berlin, Lil., where 
he was one of the first to take up land, his farm 
adjoining that of the father of ex-Gov. “Dick” 
Yates. Andrew Scott was a minister in the 
Christian Church, and without remuneration of 
any kind preached the gospel of good-will and 
kindness during the greater part of nis useful 
and industrious life. He built his own church, 
and aided generously in all worthy enterprises 
for the improvement and elevation. of human- 
kind. In these comparatively primitive sur- 
roundings this noble pioneer reared a large 
family,-and one of his sons, John W., married 
Martha Yates, a sister of ex-Governor Yates. 

The father of Dr. Scott, Caleb L., was born 
in Sangamon county,. Ill., in 1821. He had be- 
fore him the example of his father’s fine hu- 
manitarian life, and was reared to habits of in- 
dustry and thrift. On the home farm he learned 
all departments of the work. In 1850 he went 
in search of promising conditions in the west, 
and crossed the plains with ox teams, via the 
Platte, Salt Lake and the southern route, and 
for ten years engaged in mining in different parts 
of the other side of the country. In 1860 he re- 
turned home via Panama and purchased a farm 
near Elkhart, Ill, upon which he lived for six 
years. He then returned to the vicinity of his 
old home near Berlin, and bought another farm 
upon which he remained until 1875. Subse- 
quently he lived in Wayne county, Towa, in 
lflodgeman county, Kans., and in Rice county, 
in which place he died. His wife, Charlotte k. 
Templeton, was born in Ohio, and is a daugh- 
ter of John Templeton, who was born in Penn- 
sylvania and early settled in Ohio, and in 1845 
moved to Jefferson county, [owa, where he car- 
ried on farming interests, and where he dicd. 
lis wife was formerly Miss Tarr, of New York. 
The great-grandiather Tarr was a valiant. sol- 
dicr in the Revolutionary war. Mrs. Scott is still 
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living in Lyons,.Kans. She is the mother of six 
children, five of whom attained maturity, and 
four of whom are now living. One son, Heury 
W., is an attorney in New York City. At Lar- 
ned, Kans., he was register of the United States 
land office during Cleveland’s first administra- 
tion, and was an associate judge of Oklahoma 
Territory under Cleveland’s second administra- 
tion, with headquarters in Oklahoma City. 
I'rom this position he resigned to take up a law 
practice in New York City. 

In 1875 J. H. Scott left the scene of his birth 
and went to Iowa, and in 1878 to Kansas, where 
he studied in the public schools. At the age of 
twenty he began to teach school in Rice county, 
and read law in Lyons for a short time. He then 
entered the law department of the University of 
Kansas, at Lawrence, and studied ior one year. 
He was then examined under Judge J. C. Strang 
at Kingsley, and admitted to the bar of Kansas 
in 1889. Subsequently, for eighteen months, he 
practiced his profession in Garfield county, and 
then in Larned, Kans., for two years. Having 
thus tested all sides of the legal calling, he de- 
cided that it did not furnish the impetus for the 
life work which he desired, and, with the belief 
that congenial work means success, he followed 
an impulse of long standing, and undertook the 
study of medicine. Outside influences had pre- 
vailed when he took up law, but his own in- 
clination suggested the work for which he has 
since proved himself especially fitted. In the 
prs of his chosen calling he entered the 
Keokuk (lowa) Medical Col leve, and remained 
for a year, and went then to the Kentucky School 
of Medicine, at Louisville, from which he was 
graduated in 18094. 

Dr. Scott began the practice of medicine at 
Norman, Okla., and while residing there was 
surgeon for the Santa Fe Railroad Company 
and county superintendent of health. In 1897 
he located in Shawnee, where he has since been 
engaged in a constantly increasing Wray and 
surgical practice. He served as county physi- 
cian until the establishment of the ze farm, 
at which time the position was abolished. 

In, Norman,, Okla. Dr, Scott avas, united 
marriage with Tressa Meck, born in Booneville, 
Ark.. Her father, Thomas Meek, a large rancli- 
man near Chickasha, I. T., was born in Georgia, 
and served during the Civil war in a Georgia regi- 
ment, being twice wounded. After the war he be- 

came a contractor and builder in Fort Smith, 
Ark., and later removed to the Indian Territory, 
Where he has since lived. The paternal grand- 
father, Frank MM. Meek, died in January, 1901, 
at Shawnee. 

Added to the responsibilities incident to the 
carrying on of his professional duties, Dr. Scott 
has numerous other interests, and is medical 
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examiner for a number of the prominent life 
insurance companies. In national politics he. is 
a Democrat. He is one of the organizers of 
the New Century Loan and Saving Association, 
and has been president of the same from the 
beginning. Mrs. Scott is a member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church South. 


RANK MACH, who owns and operates an 

elevator in Oklahoma City, is the oldest 

grain man in Oklahoma, and has an ex- 
ceptionally large business. Mr. Mach was -orn 
near Prague, Austria, and is a son of Joseph 
and Mary (Mares) Mach. His great-grand- 
father came from Prussia and located on the 
Bohemia line. Joseph Mach was born on the 
line between Bohemia and Germany, and moved 
to the vicinity of Prague, where he engaged in 
farming until his death, at the age of sixty-two 
years. He was of the Lutheran faith. His wife, 
who was born in the same vicinity as himself, 
was a daughter of Paul Mares, a farmer and ho- 
tel man, and a soldier in the Austrian army. 
Mrs. Mach is now sixty-six years old and re- 
sides on the old homestead in Bohemia. Six 
children blessed their home, of whom four are 
now living, three sons and one daughter, Two 
sons, our subject and his brother, Gustav, came 
to this country, and both are located at Okla- 
homa City. 

Frank Mach was born August 27, 1857, and 
was reared on the home farm until his sixteenth 
year, receiving a common-school education. He 
sailed from Hamburg for New York, where he 
landed after a thirteen days’ voyage. Immedi- 
ately afterward he went to Chicago, where he 
remained for two weeks. He then went to 
Louisiana, Pike county, Mo., where he was em- 
ployed in a restaurant by his uncle for five years. 
In 1879 he went to Helena, Mont., and spent 
five years in mining and prospecting. ee ciitine 
to Missouri in 1884, during the same year he 
located in Wilson county, Kans., where-he re- 
mained but six weeks, owing to the extreme 
drouth. He again went to Missouri, then to 
Nebraska, purchasing a farm near Columbus, 
Platte county. After a short sojourn there he 
settled in David City, Neb., and engaged in the 
general merchandise business until 1892, when 
he located in Oklahoma City. He built the first 
elevator here, letting the contract to Seeley, 
Son & Co., of Fremont, Neb. It has a capacity 
of eighteen thousand bushels, is convenient in 
arrangement and complete in all its details. Mod- 
ern machinery is in use, including a corn-shcller 
and a chop mill, and the plant is run by stcam 
power. He is the largest grain dealer in the 
territoryand also has a large business in chopped 
feed. He is a man of good business ability, en- 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


terprising and progressive, and well merits the 
success with: which he has met.- 

In David City, Neb., Mr. Mach married Mary 
Kasparek, who was born in Moravia, and is a 
daughter of Rudolph Kasparek, a retired farmer 
at David City, but is now deceased. She re- 
ceived her education in the schools of that city. 
Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Mach, 
namely: Harry, twelve years of age; Helen, nine; 
Elsie, six; Augusta, four years; and Frank. Po- 
litically Mr. Mach is a supporter of the Repub- 
lican party. He was one of the organizers of 
the Oklahoma Grain Dealers’ Association. 


EORGE B. GRAF, proprietor of the City 
meat market of Shawnee, is engaged in 
the wholesale and retail meat business, 

and by his enterprise and excellent methods has 
won the confidence and patronage of the public. 
Always courteous and desirous to meet the 
wishes of his customers, he is deservedly popu- 
lar, and year by year is extending his trade 
among the leading families of the place. 

Perhaps from his sterling German one 
Mr. Graf inherited the qualities which have won 
him success in the business world; at any rate, 
both he and his father are worthy American 
citizens. F, W. and Lizzie (Kruse) Graf, par- 
ents of George B., were born in Germany, and 
now reside upon a farm situated about three 
miles north of Shawnee. The father learned 
the trade of harness-making, which he tollowed 
in Loganville and Bloomer, Wis., until Okla- 
homa was opened to white settlers. Going to 
Oklahoma City, April 22, 1889, he carried on a 
harness store there until September, 1891, when 
he located his present homestead, to whose im- 
provement and cultivation he has since given his 
time. His wife accompanied her parents to the 
United States when she was young, and was 
married in Wisconsin. 

George B. Graf, the eldest of five brothers and 
sisters, all of whom are residents of this territory, 
was born February 9, 1873, in Loganville, Sauk 
county, Wis. In the public schools he received a 
good education,and when sixteen years of age he 
commenced learning the butcher's trade at “Ber- 
lin, Wis. In 1892 he came to Oklahoma, and 
for some time was employed by Jeff Ford, of 
Oklahoma City. Then, going to Purcell, I. T., 
the young man started a market, and later went 
to lort Worth, Tex., where he remained for 
about two years. Next, we find him in Council 
Bluffs, where he opened and carried on a market 
for a twelvemonth or more. In 1898 he came to 
Shawnee and opened a market on Union ave- 
nue, and since 1899 has conducted the City Mar- 
ket, on Broadway. He owns a slaugitter-house, 
situated about a mile north of the city, and has 
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large refrigerators and modern equipments, 
whereby,.he is enabled to handle meats in whole- 
sale or retail lots. During the winter seasons he 
packs pork, cures hams, and prepares other pork 
products for the public, and the excellence of 


these foods.is the secret of the success of the 


voung man at the head of the enterprise. 

* In his fraternal relations Mr. Graf is a Knight 
of Pythias and a member of the Woodmen of 
the World. In politics he is independent of party 
lines, voting for the nominee or measure which 
he deems best at the time of election. His mem- 
bership is held in the Christian Church of this 
city, and many worthy religious and benevolent 
enterprises receive his loyal support. 


SCAR HAYNES, chief of police and pro- 

‘prietor of the Iron Front livery stable 

of Norman, which is the best barn in the 
city, was born on the 3d of March, 1873, in Cham- 
bers county, Ala. His father, Elihu Haynes, 
was a native of Randolph county, same state, 
and a son of Permenus Haynes, who was also 
‘born there and spent his entire life in Alabama 
as a farmer. The father also chose that occupa- 
tion as a life-work, carrying it on in Chambers 
county for some years. He was a member of the 
lourteenth Texas Regiment in the Civil war. In 
1886 he removed to the Chickasaw Nation, I. T., 
and operated a farm near Silver City. In 1889 
he secured a claim in Oklahoma, where he fol- 
lowed farming until his death, in 1894. In early 
life he married Miss Edna Lewis, a daughter of 
John Lewis, a farmer of Alabama. She was 
born in Chambers county, that state, and died in 
Alabama, leaving six children, namely, Oscar, 
Arthur, Martha, Permenus, Mick and Sidney. 
Martha and our subject live in Norman, and 
the others are residents of Cleveland county, 
Okla. 

In the county of his nativity Oscar Haynes 
spent the first thirteen years of his life, and was 
educated in its public schools. He then accom- 
panied the family on their removal to Indiai Ter- 
ritory, and passed the following three years near 
Silver City. On the 22d of April, 1889, he came 
to Oklahoma, where he attended school one 
year, and assisted his father in the improvement 
and cultivation of the home farm. He began his 
business career as a farm hand, and in 1895 
commenced farming on his own account. Com- 
ing to Norman in 1897, he purchased a half in- 
terest in the Iron Front livery stable, becoming 
a member of the firm of Haynes & Burton, but 
in August of that year he sold out to his partner, 
and bought the fire team, running the truck 
wagon for the city until March, 1898, when he 
disposed of the same. He then purchased the 
Iron Vront livery from Mr. Burton, and, as sole 
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proprietor, has since carried it on, meeting with 
excellent success in the undertaking. It is the 
largest and best stable in the city, and is devoted 
principally to the livery business. 

At Gainesville, Tex., Mr. Haynes was united 
in marriage with Miss Elmer Faubion, a native 
of the Chickasaw Nation, I. T., and a daughter 
of Loon Faubion, one of the oldest and best- 
known farmers of that territory, who now has a 
large farm in Cleveland county, Okla. By this 
union has been born one child. Mrs. Haynes is 
a member of the Christian Church, and our sub- 
ject holds membership in the Woodmen of the 
World, the-Ancient Order of United Workmen 
and the Knights of Pythias fraternities. He is 
a Democrat in politics, and on the 7th of May, 
1900, was elected chief of police in Norman, 
receiving a majority of one hundred and forty- 
six out of the four hundred and fifty votes cast. 
He is now most faithfully and satisfactorily dis- 
charging the duties of that office, and has aiways 
been found true to every trust reposed in him, 
whether public or private. 


ICERO JENKINS. A citizen who strives 
to meet all of his obligations to his com- 
munity, to his neighbors and family, and 

who has arrived at a position of comparative 
affluence by his own industrious efforts, Mr. 
Jenkins, of Cleveland county, is justly entitled to 
a place of honor in the history of this future 
great state, which he assisted to develop. 

Born in Dade county, Mo., November 11, 
1855. Mr. Jenkins isa son of James M. and Mar- 
tha (Vititow) Jenkins, and removed with the 
family to Greene county, Mo., at the beginning 
of the Civil war. Living there during that 
troublous period, the father held a position in 
the Itederal army, being what was termed a 
“forage-master.” At the close of the strife be- 
tween the North and South he located in Ben- 
tonville, Ark., and engaged in a mercantile busj- 
ness. Tor four years he met with fair success, 
but eventually lost about everything, and then 
went to the vicinity of Maysville, where he 
homesteaded a tract of land, situated about seven 
miles from the town mentioned, and there passed 
his last years. : 

When he was in his eighteenth year Cicero 
Jenkins left home with seventy-five cents in his 
pocket, and walked to Bourbon county, Kans., 
where he obtained work in the coal mines. For 
two years or more he diligently labored in the 
dreary mines, and then, going to the Lone Star 
state, became a cow-boy, following that life on 
the plains of northwestern Texas for several 
years, with varving fortunes. Many a time did 
he drive cattle through the Cheyenne and Arap- 
ahoe Nations, proceeding to Kansas, and many 
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and exciting were the adventures which he had 
in those unsettled times on the frontier of civili- 
zation. 

About three years before Oklahoma was 
opened to settlement, Mr. Jenkins commenced 
operating a farm in the Chickasaw Nation. April 
22, 1889, he made the race for a claim, obtaining 
his present homestead, which is located in the 
northeastern quarter of section 24, township Io, 
range 4 west. Here he made a dug-out, which 
was his home for over a year, and during the 
first years of his residence in this locality he had 
to contend with numerous hardships, as he was 
handicapped by lack of means and in many other 
ways. He possesses pluck and perseverance, 
however, and, by the exercise of these essential 
qualities, he finally won the success which he 
truly deserves. It tvas an absolute necessity that 
he should earn funds for living expenses and 
improvements upon his property, and thus he 
sought employment among his neighbors, thus 
getting his financial start. Step by step he has 
advanced, and now everything looks well for his 
future prosperity. To-day a well-kept orchard, 
a substantial house and barn are to be seen upon 
his farm, and other improvements are being 
added from time to time by the enterprising 
owner. The buildings were erected by him, and 
the small frame house, 12x14 feet, which first 
supplanted the old dug-out, i is a part of the pres- 
ent comfortable dwelling.’ 

In his pioneer labors Mr. Jenkins has been 
greatly aided by his energetic wife, formerly 
Miss Mary J. E. Bales, who was born in Inde- 
pendence county, Ark. When about seven years 
old she accompanied her parents, F. M. and 
‘Nancy E. (Comer) Bales, to the Cherokee Na- 
tion, and in June, 1889, came to Oklahoma. 
March 20, 1890, she became the wife of our Stib- 
ject, and six children bless their union, namely 
Walter, James, Mabel, Thomas, Jesse ned 
Emma. 

In political affairs Mr. Jenkins takes an active 
interest, though he is entirely free from the de- 
sire to officiate in public positions. He votes the 
Democratic ticket, and more than once has been 
sent as a delegate to local conventions. 


D. JONES. The truly remarkable strides 
which Oklahoma has made within the few 
years of its present phase of existence is 
the legitimate outcome of the energetic classes 
of citizens who comprise by far the major part 
of its population. In Cleveland county J. D. 
Jones has been numbered with its leading far- 
mers for nearly eleven years, his homestead be- 
ing the southwestern quarter of section 23, town- 
ship ro, range 4. 
The parents of our subject, W. B. and Lucinda 
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(May) Jones, lived upon their homestead in Car- 
roll county, Ky., at the time of his birth, August 
13, 1849. The father was a man of prominence 
in his own locality, as he was the proprietor ot a 
saw and grist mill and owned a well improved 
farm. In 1868 the family removed to Marion 
county, Kans., where the father homesteaded 
some land, and, improving the property, spent 
the rest of his days there. At the age of seventy- 
three years, on December 9, 1890, he was called 
to the silent land, and his widow is still living on 
the old home place. 

Under.the supervision of his father, J. D. 
Jones learned how to carry on a farm and how 
to manage mills, and in his boyhood obtained a 
fair public school education. Until he was 
twenty-two years old he remained at home, shar- 
ing his father’s duties, and then, going to Sum- 
ner county, Kans. he took up a homestead, 
which heimproved and sold, buying another quar- 
ter section, which he also later developed irom 
a wild state into a fine homestead. In the mean- 
time, however, he devoted about four years to 
the business of herding cattle on the plains of 
IKansas, Texas and Colorado, and, by carefully 
husbanding his funds, had about $1,500 at the 
end of that period. 

Thus well prepared to assume the responsi- 
bilities of a married life, Mr. Jones returned to 
Sumner county, Kans., where he wedded Miss 
Bertha Miller, January 21, 1877. Born in Car- 
roll county, Ill., she is a daughter of J. M. and 
Mary A. (Houghtaling) Miller. Four children 
bless the union of Mr. and Mrs. Jones, namely: 
Lee, Edith, Dora and Fay.. Lee, who is a manly 
young fellow of twenty-two years, is of great 
assistance to his father in all of his enterprises. 

It was not until April 2 22, 1889, that J. D. Jones 
left his old home in Sumner county, and that 
day, making the race from the South Canadian, 
he proceeded only about three-quarters of a mile 
when he found his present claim, and eladiv lo- 

cated here. In August his family joined ‘him, 
and, until they constructed a dug-out, with a 
shingled roof, their wagon had to answer them 
for a shelter. After passing the winter in that 
humble abode, a two-room house was built, 
26x30 feet in dimensions. In 1899 the family 
removed from the eastern part of the farm to the 
pleasant home now occupied. The property pro- 
duces excellent crops each year, and an orchard 
of four acres furnishes an abundance of fruit. 

In 1872 Mr. Jones east his first presidential 
vote for General Grant, and of late years has 
been identified with the Populists. In 1892 he 
was clected justice of the peace, and, though he 
served as such for two years and transacted a 
large amount of business, none of his decisions 
Was ever reversed by higher authorities. In 
I8o8 he was elected as one of the township 
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trustees, and is yet acting in that office. He is 
well esteemed by his acquaintances and asso- 
ciates and justifies the confidence which is re- 
posed in him. 


EORGE W. DAVIS. In the ranks of the 
Republican party, Shawnee has no more 
enthusiastic worker than George W. 

Davis, now representing the fourth ward in 
the council of the city. Though, hke his father, 
he was born and reared in the south, his sym- 
pathies have been with the Union, and with the 
party which so nobly stood at the helm during 
the trying years of war and reconstruction, pilot- 
ing the nation to the prosperity which it enjovs 
at the beginning of the twentieth century. 

David Davis, father of our subject, was a na- 
tive of Tennessee, and in early manhood re- 
moved to a farm near Lavaca, Ark. There he 
married Mary Murphy, whose birth had taken 
place in Madison county, Ark., and who is still 
living in that locality. Until the beginning of 
the Civil war, David Davis quietly pursued his 
agricultural duties, and then, joining the Second 
Arkansas Volunteer Infantry, a portion of the 
Federal army, he served valiantly throughout 
the strife. When peace had been won, he re- 
turned home, and for some time held the con- 
tract for handling mail between Fayetteville and 
Van Buren, Ark. In 1869 he was summoned 
to his eternal reward, and one of his seven chil- 
dren has also passed away. 

Next to the youngest of the family, George 
W. Davis was born on the old homestead near 
Lavaca, Ark., November 29, 1860. Until he 
was seventeen years of age he remained on the 
home farm, attending the “little red school- 
house” of the district. In 1877 he commenced 
serving an apprenticeship to the carpenter’s 
trade, and at the end of the first year began 
taking and executing contracts for buildings. 
He met with marked success in his chosen field 
of endeavor, and for fifteen years was numbered 
among the substantial business men of Lavaca. 
In the meantime he served as assistant postmas- 
ter of the place, and later was the postmaster of 
Bloomer, Ark., for eighteen months. For fifteen 
years he was a member of the Republican cen- 
tral committee of Sebastian county, Ark., being 
looked upon as an authority on political affairs 
there. Initiated into Masonry at Lavaca, he 
served as worshipful master of the lodge for 
four vears. 

In December, 1808, Mr. Davis made an im- 
portant step in life, for, leaving the friends and 
scenes of his youth and early manhood, he came 
to Shawnee, where he has built up a remark- 
ably good business. Tle remodeled the opera- 
house, built the compress plant, the residences 
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of Dr. Walker and Mrs. Seagrave, and many 
other public structures and private residences. 
His own home, at the corner of Pennsylvania 
and Oakland, is pretty and modern, having every 
convenience compatible with a town of these 
proportions, , 
The marriage of Mr. Davis and Miss Annie 
Mashburn, a native of Tennessee, was solem- 
nized in Lavaca, where her girlhood had been 
passed. Six children bless the home of this es- 
timable couple, namely: Bessie, Mollie, Bertha, 
Vernon Robert, William McWKinley and Hobart. 
The parents are members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, and strive to do all within tlieir 
power towards the uplifting of humanity. 


RECORD. 


B. JONES. Oklahoma has been a severe 
school for many of its pioneers, but at last 
blessed them with liberal returns for their 

indefatigable labor. Of the number who have 
had many obstacles to contend with, but have 
persevered until prosperity rewarded them, L. 
B. Jones is a prominent example in his commu- 
nity. He possesses the respect of all who have 
been acquainted with him in the years of his pro- 
bation, and, with one accord, they rejoice in his 
success. 

3orn in Carroll county, Ky., August 17, 1851. 
Mr. Jones was quite a lad when the Civil war was 
being waged in that and neighboring states, and, 
though he Was eager to s houlder a musket and 
fight for his principles, he was not permitted to 
enlist on account of his vouth. In 1&69 he went 
with his parents, W. B. and Lucinda (May) 
Jones, to Marion county, Kans. There the father 
homesteaded a tract of land, and, having im- 
proved it, continued to cultivate it until his death, 
ten years ago. 

L. B. Jones was reared to the duties of farm- 
ing, and when seventeen years old commenced 
to herd cattle on the great plains of the West. 
For six years he pursued that business, becom- 
ine familiar with different sections of NKansas, 
Nebraska and the Texas “Panhandle.” His next 
venture was that of mining on his own account 
in the famous lead ore district near Joplin, Mo., 
and, though he met with fair success, with the 
proverbial liberality and almost carelessness of 
the muner, his money melted away about as rap- 
idly as it came into his possession. At last he 


decided to resume agriculture, and for some 
time carried on a farm in Sumner county, 
Kans. In the spring of 1889 he went to Purcell, 


I. T., and on the day that Oklahoma was opened 
made the race for a claim, starting from the 
Canadian river. Not securing one to his liking, 
he bought out the original claimant to his pres- 
ent property, which is the southeastern quarter 
of section 24, township 40, range 4 west, and, as 
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he then had very little capital left, began the 
construction of a primitive shelter. Making an 
excavation in the bank, he built walls of logs— 


native timber—and put on a roof of planks, ‘lay-, 


ing a floor of the same. Simple as this house 
was, it was warm in winter, and many a happy 
hour was spent by the little family in the humble 
cabin. In 1893 a better and more convenient 
house was built by Mr. Jones, who constantly 
added to the comforts of the place. An orchard, 
well cultivated fields and a general air of thrift 
about the premises proved the untiring efforts 
of the owner, who of recent years has garnered 
abundant harvests. Formerly a Democrat, he is 
now afhliated with the Populist party. 

In his joys and sorrows Mr. Jones has found 
a true helpmate in his wife, formerly Miss Eva 
Miller. They were married in Sumner county, 
Kans., August 3, 1887, and their first-born child, 
Bertha L., is a native of the county mentioned. 
Gertrude L., John W. and Irene R., the younger. 
children, claim Oklahoma. as their birthplace. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jones are members of the Church 
of God, and, having known hardships and many 
vicissitudes, extend their sympathies and hospi- 
tality to those less fortunate than they are to-day. 

In the fall of 1900 he sold his homestead to 
a good advantage, and purchased two hundred 
and eighty acres on section 23, township Io 
north, range 2 west, located six miles east and 
one mile south of Moore. 


OHN,. LEVERICH:«< This: pioneer vot ‘the 
west has experienced the hardships of fron- 
tier life in many forms, has ireighted goods 

across the mountains and plains, has carried on 
mining and prospecting, suffered from want of 
food and water, has lived in fear of Indians on 
the war-path, and has improved, farms in new 
localities. His history, if given in full, would fill 
a fair-sized volume, and would prove very enter- 
taining to many, even to those unacquainted 
with him. 

Born February 20, 1842, in the southwestern 
part of the territory of Iowa. twenty miles from 
the nearest settlement, John Leverich is a son of 
pioneers, Stephen and Mary (Ames) Leverich. 
They removed to St. Joseph, and later located in 
Gentry county, Mo., where the father died when 
our subject was young. The mother and four 

children survive, John Leverich being the second 
of the family in order of birth. 

In 1860, in company with others, he went to 
Colorado, driving teams across the plains, and, 
after spending six months or more in the mines 
of Tarryall and Fairplay, started -on the long 
home trip, and was insufficiently supplied with 
provisions. Having learned the blacksmith’s 
trade at home, he returned to Colorado in 1863, 
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again driving an ox-team, this’ time for Messrs, 
Major& Russell, freighters. Arriving in Denver, 
and thence going to New Mexico and to Council 
Grove, Kans., he joined a caravan oi fifty-six 
wagons, four to six spans of mules being allowed 
to each “prairie schooner.” The Indians of the 
ba est were very troublesome at that period, for 

the Civil war, having reduced the government 
forces in that region, they took advantage of 
the situation. The next trip of the young man 
was to Virginia City, Mont., when he went 
equipped with a wagon with bacon and flour, 
which was worth a dollar a pound. During the 
winter of 1864-65 he mined near Silver Bow, 
and then freighted supplies to the mouth of 
Milk river and Fort Benton. The next winter 
was passed by him at Provost, Utah, and then 
he drove a team to Helena, Mont. Buying two 
horses there, he rode one and used the other as 
a pack-horse, and went to Salt Lake City, where 
he joined a company bound for Cass county, 
Mo. Arriving at his destination, he worked at 
his trade in Pleasant Hill and at Lee Summit for 
a year or more. The home ties then again drew 
him back to his native state, and upon his moth- 
er’s farm, near St. Charles, he started a biack- 
smuth shop, and for several years carried on a 
flourishing business there. 

In August, 1889, Mr. Leverich came to Okla- 
homa with about $1,100, and for less than a four- 
teenth of that amount purchased a claim, his 
present homestead, the southeastern quarter of 
section 28, township Io, range 3 west. Putting 
up a building, 14x24 feet in dimensions, he was 
joined by his family in November. During the 
next two years he had poor success in raising 
crops, but from that time to the present has met 
with good returns for his toil. In 1897 he built a 
large barn, and in 1899 enlarged his house, 
Which now is 28x52 feet in dimensions. The 
farm is well improved in every way and is kept in 
a high state of cultivation. 

Since his marriage August 16, 1868, Mr. Lev- 
erich has found a real helpmate in his wife, for- 
merly Miss Barbara Ellen Steel. She was born 
in Holmes county, Ohio, and is a daughter of 
Benjamin and Elizabeth (Netherow) Steel, who 
removed to Madison county, Iowa, when she 
Was. ‘seve xearsyold., The. eldest, child.joftour 
subject andwife is Jasper, a blacksmith at Moore, 
and Oscar, the second son, is a farmer of this 
county. Clara Belle, the eldest daughter, is the 
wife of Arthur Stroup, of Yukon, Canadian 
county, and Marvy is the wife of Frank Faris, of 
Moore. Charles Lee died at Weatherford, leav- 
ing a wife and one child, and Lillie, who marricd 
James Johnson, now is widowed. Charlotte 1s 
the wife of Daniel Piekett, of Moore hog sbutt 
Vaneverie is living inYukon. Benjamin, George 
Wood, Burnie B. and Leonora Dean, are on tl 
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PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


home farm. With the exception of the youngest, 
all were born in Iowa. 

In 1868 Mr. Leverich voted for Seymour, and 
until of late years gave his ballot to the Demo- 
cratic party. Now active as a socialist, he was 
his party’ s nominee for the office of county com- 
missioner in 1898, but was not elected. For four 
years he served in the capacity of assessor of his 
township, of ranges 3 and 4, giving thorough 
satisfaction to all concerned. 





S. LITTLE. For nearly a quarter of a cen- 
tury Mr. Little has dwelt within a com- 
paratively short distance of his present 

Lexington home, and during this period has 
been extensiv ely engaged in the live stock busi- 
ness. Thus he may truly be called a pioneer of 
the territories, so long given over to the red race. 
For the past eight years he has been numbered 
among the merchants of Lexington, and his 
means and influence have contributed much 
toward its prosperity during the period of its ex- 
istence—some twelve years. 

Mr. Little claims Georgia as his native state, 
though he was reared in Missouri, and was mar- 
ried there. In 1878 he located in the Chickasaw 
Nation, where, fot fourteen years, he was occu- 
pied in the cattle business, his home being in 
Gainesville, Tex., much of this period. On April 
22, 1880, he made the race into Cleveland county 
from the land of the Pottawatomies, and secured 
a homestead on section 15, Lexington township. 
This raw land he proceeded to improve, and so 
speedily introduced marked changes for the bet- 
ter that to-day the property bears little resem- 
blance to its former condition. Fifty-five acres 
he devoted to an orchard, planting every variety 
of fine fruit suitable to this region, and few set- 
tlers of this portion of the territory have had bet- 
ter success as a horticulturist. He still owns a 
ranch and maintains a herd of about two hun- 
dred cattle in the Chickasaw Nation. On his 
homestead in this township he makes a specialty 
of raising Poland-China hogs, having imported 
some fine registered stock from northern and 
eastern: states. At the Cleveland County Fair 
at Norman he has been awarded some premiums 
on fine registered specimens of Poland-China 
hogs. 

In 1892 Mr. Little erected’ one of the first 
brick buildings in Lexington, and since August 
of that vear has conducted a hardware store 
within its walls, also dealing in crockery, imple- 
ments and wagons. Success has attended Its 
energetic efforts, and he has found it necessary 
to enlarge his store-rooms. TTis store, proper, 
25x40 feet, is supplemented by warerooms 
Sox75 feet indimensions,and thus his business ne- 
coscienes more floor space than that of any other 
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local merchant. He also erected two iarge busi- 
ness blocks on Main street for renting purposes, 
and gradually has embarked in the real-estate 
business, owning considerable valuable — 
property and some in Norman, the county-sez 
Few of our citizens have borne a more hee 
part in the development of Lexington, and, when 
the railroad through this section was under con- 
sideration, he used both means and influence to 
secure it. But this was not a notable exception, 
as it is well known that he has liberally contrib- 
uted to all local affairs, striving to foster schools 
and churches, and, in short, all industries and en- 
terprises calculated to benefit the place perma- 
nently. Since coming to Lexington he has been 
identified with the Masonic order, and in political 
matters he is found on the side of the Demo- 
cratic party. 

The marriage of Mr. Little and Miss A. M. 
Husted took place in Missouri. They are the 
parents of ten living children, all of whom have 
been well educated and specially prepared for 
life’s duties. A son, Otto, is engaged in business 
here with his father in the hardware establish- 
ment. 


HARLES W. McGRAW. Endowed with 
the sturdy and reliable traits handed down 
by his Scottish ancestors, Mr. McGraw has 

applied them to the affairs of his social and busi- 
ness life, and has reaped the reward due all con- 
scientious effort. As the first district clerk of 
Payne county, to which position he was appointed 
in June of 1890, and which he retained until the 
change of administration in September of 1803 
he rendered substantial service in the newly <a 
ganized court, and in every way proved his 
worthiness of the confidence of the people. Pre- 
vious to this appointment he had served, from 
1889, as deputy ee States marshal, under 
United States Marshal Dick Walker. In March 
of 1808 he received fee confirmation of lus 
ability by being appointed deputy district clerk 
by M. C. Hart, and took the oath of office March 
22, 1808, since which he has continued in the 
same position. 

Mr. McGraw was born in Brown county. 
Ohio, near the Clermont line, June 9, 1857, and 
is a son of John W. McGraw, a native of Cler- 
mont county. He was a farmer, and later re-. 
moved to Brown county, where he died in 1864. 
During the war he tendered his services to the 
government, but was rejected on account of 
physical disability. The paternal great-grand- 
father, Jolin, was born in Scotland, and, with his 
three brothers, William, Frank and Cornelius, 
settled in Baltimore, Md., and then removed to 
Ietkhorn Creek, Ny. John MeGraw finally took 
up his residence in Clermont county, Ohio, 
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where he engaged in farming and also ran a 
large mill, called the McGraw mill. His son, 
John, was also a farmer, and died in Felicity, 
Ohio. Cornelius McGraw was a stone-mason, 
and built the foundation of the capitol at Ken- 
tucky. The mother of Charles McGraw was of 
German and Irish descent, and previous to her 
marriage was named Augusta A. Myers. She 
was born in Ohio, being a daughter of William 
Myers, of Washington county, Pa., and an early 
settler in Steubenville, Ohio. He then went 
down the river to Brown county, where he 
farmed, and later became a merchant, and there 
he eventually died. The paternal grandfather, 
Christopher Myers, was born in Germany and 
settled in Pennsylvania, and later was a farmer in 
Ohio, where he died. Mrs. McGraw is now liv- 
ing in Stillwater. 

Charles W. McGraw is the oldest in a family 
of two sons and two seis and the only 
member of the family in Oklahoma. Until his 
nineteenth year he lived.on his father’s farm in 
Brown county, and attended the district schools 
and the Felicity high school. He then began 
teaching school in Clermont and Brown coun- 
ties and continued the occupation for five years. 

In April of t880 Mr. McGraw decided to as- 
sociate himself with the broader possibilities of 
the west, and located in Winfield, Ikans., and 
became interested in the stock business. Being 
satisfied with the conditions there he decided to 
permanently locate in Winfield, and returned to 
Ohio to settle up his affairs, and unexpectedly 
remained among his former surroundings until 
1882. He still taught school, bay in the spring 
of 1882 removed to Waco, Tex., and while there 
contracted the malarial fever. In the hope of 
regaining his health, he returned to Kansas, 
where he had an eight months’ siege of the fever. 
Upon recovering he engaged in the general mer- 
chandise business at Syracuse, Hamilton county, 
in western Kansas, and was there during the 
county-seat fight between Syracuse and Kendall, 
in which heated fray Svracuse came out the win- 


ner. In 1887 he continued his mercantile pur- 
suits in Arkansas City, and in 1889 located in 
Oklahoma, and spent most of the time from 


April 24 until June 9 in Guthrie. He then took 
up his permanent residence in Stillwater, and 
was identified with the town’s most infantile un- 
dertakings. He assisted to survey the embryo 
citv, and laid out many of the streets, and in 1891 
erected the commodious and comfortable resi- 
dence in which he has since resided. With the 
upbuilding of his adopted town he has had 
much to do, and in 1900 erected a two-story 
building, 25x80, built of pressed brick that was 
manufactured in Stillwater. Te also biilt the 
business house occupied by the Payne County 
Bank, on Main, near Eighth street. 


PORTRAIT: AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. a 


In Louisville, Ky., occurred the marriage of 
Mr. McGraw and I'rances M. Smith, a native of 
Iloyd county, Ind., and a daughter of Capt. M. 
W. Smith. During the Civil war he served un- 
der Grant as captain of the Twenty-third Indiana 
Volunteer Infantry. He was ee reventic 
collector of the New Albany (Ind.) « istrict, and 
served for two terms. He is now living in re- 
tirement in Greenville, Ind. 

Mr. McGraw is a Republican, and has been 
prominent in the undertakings of his party. Ile 
was councilman for four years, from 1890, and 
for two of these years served as mayor. Since 
the organization of the Republican county com- 
mittee he has served as secretary, with the ex- 
ception of one year, when he ran for probate 
judge against the fusion ticket, and was defeated 
by thirty-four votes. Fraternally he is associated 
with tLodge No. 6, A. F. & A: M.; Stillwater 
Chapter No. 14, R. A. M., and St. John’s Com- 
mandery No. 4, K. T. 


OUGLAS H. McPEEK. Among the num- 
ber who have contributed largely toward 
the development of Clev eland county 

Douglas H. McPeek is deserving of special men- 
tion in the annals of his community. By well 

applied industry and indetatigable labor inc has 
wrought a wonderful change in the tract of land 
which he claimed about eleven years ago, and 
in the meantime he has not neglected his general 
duties as a citizen. 

Jorn in Noble county, Ind.,. April 2, 1857, 
Douglas H. McPeek spent his boyhood in that 
section of the Union until he was twelve vears 
old. His father, Henry McPeek, died a few davs 
before the birth of our subject, and the mother, 

whose maiden name had been Marv J. Skidgel, 
sibecae aes - married again. In 1869 the far mily 
removed to Kansas, and for some time lived ona 
farm which was situated on the boundary line 
of Sedgewick and Butler counties. The step- 
father died in 1871, and then the youth had to 
“put his shoulder to the wheel” in earnest, as he 
thus became the head of the family. His ad- 
vantages had been limited, and his life was one 
of considerable hardship in the years when he 
should have been preparing himself for his career 
in the schools of the period. 

Removing to.Sumner county, Kans., Douglas 
Tl. MePeek formed the acquaintance of Aliss 
Minnie McGuire, of that locality, and on Febru- 
ary 18, 1880, their marriage was solemnized. .\ 
daughter of William and Margaret (Gibson) 
MeGuire, she was born in Macon county, Alo.. 
whence she removed to the Sunflower state. 
The two daughters born to our subject and wite 
are Birdie, who is the wife of Irvin Jameson, of 
Weatherford, Okla, and has one child; and 
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E. H. KENNEDY, 


Pottawatomie County, 





PORTRATY 


Dora, who is living at home with her father. 
The wife and mother, who was much loved by 
all who knew her, was summoned to the better 
land in 1895. The lady who now bears the 
name of Mrs. McPeek was formerly Mrs. Mattie 
soyd, nee Miller. They were married in this 
county in August, 1806. 

After living i in Sumner county, Kans., for sev- 
eral years Mr. MePeek removed to the Chick- 
asaw Nation, where he lived for about four years. 
Ile was -one of the “boomers” in opening up 
Oklahoma, being associated with Captain Couch 
and his company. April 22, 1889, he made the 
race for a home, and located his claim, the south- 
eastern quarter of section 31, township 10, range 
4 west. At first he built a log cabin, securely 
cementing the crevices with mud, and, after he 
had made necessary improvements upon the 
land, built a frame house, 12x24 feet in dimen- 
sions. In 1808 this was supplanted by a sub- 
stantial, cosy farmhouse, having a frontage of 
twenty-six feet, while it is forty feet in length 
and a story and a hali in height. A good or- 
chard supplies the household with abundance 
of fruit, and the farm now vields excellent crops, 
under the wise supervision of the owner. 

In his political affiliations Mr. McPeek is a 
Populist, but is not an aspirant to public posi- 
tions, finding his time fully occupied in attending 
to his agricultural duties. F raternally he belongs 
to the Woodmen of the World, and attends the 
lodge at Moore, six and a half miles away. 


H. KENNEDY. The well-conducted claim 
of Mr. Kennedy, which is located on the 
northwest quarter of section 17, township 

II, range 4 west, Pottawatomie county, is a 
credit to the untiring efforts of the owner, and 
to the locality whose best interests it represents. 
It is fitted with all modern and up-to-date appli- 
ances, and admirably adapted to the carrying on 
of general farming and stock-raising. 

Inheriting to a “degree his special aptitude for 
tilling the soil, and deve eloping its resources to 
the utmost, Mr. Kennedy was born in Fond du 
Lac county, Wis., June 14, 1874. His parents, 
James and Julia (Reil ly) Kennedy, were aaa 
ous and worthy farmers, and trained their son to 
habits of thrift and economy. Though busily 
engaged in the discharge of various duties inci- 
dent to all well-regulated and remunerative farm- 
ing enterprises, he attended the district schools 
during the winter months, and later graduated 
from two high schools, thus acquiring a good 
education. He also learned much by observa- 
tion, being a keen student of human nature and 
of the events of every-day life. 

At the opening of Oklahoma, Mr. Kennedy 
came with his parents to Oklahoma City, where 
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the elder Kennedy carried on a large grocery 
business, his son assisting him as clerk. At the 
opening of the Sac and Fox reservations, EF. H. 
Kennedy made the run from the west line and 
located upon the claim which has since been 
the scene of his well-applied industries. Though 
unmarried, Mr. Kennedy has a pleasant home, 
and is comfortably well-to-do. In national pol- 
itics he is affiliated with the Democratic party 
and has been prominently identified with its 
undertakings. He has served as delegate to 
various conventions. He is one of the substan- 
tial farmers of the locality, and is highly thought 
of by all who know him. 


OHN N. MANS. For more than fifteen 
years John N. Mans has been engaged in 
his present line of business, and has met 
with remarkable success. The products of the 
two great bottling plants which he has estab- 
lished within the past five years find regular 
sales in thirty or more towns of Oklahoma and 
Indian territories, and the “Anchor” brand of 
Pee goods is a synonym for superiority. 
Bae second to none of the bottling plants 
of Okl ahoma, the proprietor has accomplished 
much within a short period, and affords em- 
ployment to a number of industrious workmen. 
In tracing the history of our subject, it is 
learned that his parents, Anton and Susan (Rief) 
Mans, were natives of Luxemburg, Germany, 
and when young accompanied their respective 
families to the United States. The ne lived 
upon farms near EN el until 1878, when he 
removed to Marysville, Kans., ana there man- 
aged a farm. Later tie ‘removed to a homestead 
near Wichita, Kans., and now is in his seventieth 
year. His wife, the daughter of John Riei, was 
reared on a Wisconsin farm, and thence her 
father removed to Minnesota, where he died. 
The eldest of fourteen children, eight of whom 
survive, John N. Mans was born in Milwaukee, 
Wis., January 28, 1858. Having learned the 
carpenter's trade, he worked at that calling until 
1885, for seven years in Kansas. Then, going 
to Denver, he embarked in the manufacture of 
soda water, at the corner of Blake and Seven- 
teenth streets. Then, selling out in the following 
vear, he located in Colorado City in the same 
line of business, finally succeeding in building up 
an extensive trade in the place, and also in Col- 
orado Springs and Manitou. From 1801 to 1895 
he was at the head of a large bottling works in 
Quanah, Tex., manufacturing soda water, deal- 
ing-in ice, and being the local agent for the An- 
heuser-Busch Company. Coming to Shawnee, 
in 1895, he built the Anchor Steam Bottling 
Works, the finest and largest plant of the kind 
in the territory. Cider, cider vinegar, soda water, 
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fruit syrups and mincral waters are manufactured 
or bottled here. All bottles, cases, wagons and 
everything connected with the business bear the 
trade-mark of an anchor. In 1808 Mr. Mans 
started a branch bottling works at Chandler, 
built a substantial plant, and now has a flourish- 
ing trade there, as well as hereabouts. Both are 
taxed to their capacity in meeting the demands 
of the trade, and the probability is that other 
branches will be established in the near future 
by the ambitious proprictor. 

An attractive modern residence was erected 
by Mr. Mans on Park street for his family. The 
lady who bears his name was Miss Nettie N. 
Hunt, of Colorado Springs, at the time of their 
marriage. She is a native of Toledo, Ohio, and 
was reared in Kansas, her parents being John 
and Charlotte (Roler) Hunt. Her maternal 
grandfather, John Roler, a Pennsylvanian, died 
in the Buckeye state, and her father, John Hunt, 
Jr., was born in Ireland, while her mother is a 
native of the Keystone state. For years‘a pros- 
perous live stock merchant in Ohio and in Kan- 
sas, John Hunt passed to the silent land several 
years ago, being survived by his wife, now a 
resident of Chandler. Five of their ten children 
have Je to ve better land, and all of the 
others reside in Oklahoma. 

Fraternally Mr. Mans is identified with the 
Order of Red Men, and in his political faith 
is a Democrat. Reared in the Catholic Church, 
he now belongs to the parish of St. Benedict, of 
Shawnee. 


M. MEEK: The Meek family has-its first 
known origin in Ireland, the great-great- 
grandfather having come from the north of 

Treland some time during the last century and 
identified himself with the early history of North 
Carolina. He became a planter, after the man- 
ner of most who emigrated to the southern 
states, and his descendants followed his lead in 
the manner of their occupation. The father of 
J. AL, Meek was born im North Carolina. and 
duri ing the early years of his activity was a builder 
and contractor in northern Georgia and Tennes- 
see. During the Civil war he served in the Fed- 
eral quartermaster’s department at Chattanooga. 
After the war he went to Georgia. and later to 
Booneville, Ark., and then to Fort Smith, where 
he engaged in his former occupation of builder 
vs contractor. He died January 10, 1901. His 
wife, Martha A., was a native of Georgia, and 
eS of the Rev. Vines Harwell, a clergy- 
man of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Geor- 
gia. Mrs. Meek died at Fort Smith, and of her 
eight children four are now living. 

The early youth of J. MI. Meek was spent at 
Sequatchie, Tenn., near Chattanooga, where he 
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was born October 15, 1859. He later went to 
Georgia and in 1873 to Arkansas, where he was 
educated in Booneville. He showed a‘natural 
aptitude for the carpenter’s trade, to the mastery 
of which he diligently applied himself for one 
year at Fort Smith. He then began clerking in 
a grocery store, and, aiter three years, in 1892 
started a grocery and meat market on his 
own responsibility. This venture was disposed 
of in 1894, and he located at Webbers Falls, 
I. T., and engaged in the meat business, which 
was successfully conducted until 1896, when he 
located in Shawnee, where he has since been en- 
gaged in a large meat and stock business. He 
built a market and store and a slaughter-house 
on the North Canadian, one and a half miles 
from Shawnee. In 1808 he became interested in 
stock-dealing and shipping, and also made a 
specialty of feeding cattle and hogs, usually to 
the extent of one hundred and fifty a year. 

The marriage of Mr. Meek occurred in Pea 
Ridge, Ark., wait Mary A. Spraker, born in 
Arkansas, and a daughter of William Spraker, a 
farmer of that state. During his residence in 
Shawnee Mr. Meek has shown commendable 
interest in the growth of his adopted town, and 
has been substantially identified with some of its 
most important undertakings. He has labored 
hard in the cause of education, and, as vice-presi- 
dent of the school board, has been partly instru- 
mental in securing the erection of the high 
school building, which is ‘considered one of the 
finest school buildings in the territory. Frater- 
nally he is associated with Shawnee Lodge No. 
27, A. F.& A. M., with the Royal Arch Masons 
at Oklahoma City, the Woodmen of the World 
and the Ancient Order of United Workmen. 
He was at one time a Knight of Pythias. Mrs 
Meek is a member of the Christian Church. 


OHN MILLER. As many of the pio- 
neers of Oklahoma know, John M. Miller 
wasveryanxious to have the territory opene:| 

to white settlers, and really did not a little toward 
hastening the day. His homestead is pleasantly 
situated, six and a half miles from Moore, Cleve- 
land county, in the southeastern part of section 
23, township 10, range 4. 

A native of. Ill Mr. Miller's birth took 
place on the parental homestead in Green county, 
Noveniber’ 25, 1833. Remaining with his par- 
ents, John and Sarah (Whiteside) Miller, until 
he had arrived at the age of eighteen, he then 
succumbed to the prevailing “gold fever.” and 
commenced making preparations for a trip across 
the plains to the far West. In 1852 he started 
With two companions, and drove four horses all 
of the long distance to the Pacific coast, three 
months being consumed in making the journey, 
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for the next three years he worked in the mines, 
and, having met with fair success, at length con- 
cluded to return home. Taking passage in the 
“Sonora,” he proceeded to the Isthmus of Pan- 
ama, which he crossed by train, and thence voy- 
aged to New York on the Atlantic steamship 
“George Law.” Resuming agricuitural labors 
jor several years, he cultivated some land, which 
was owned by his father, in Illinois. 

The next important event in the history of 3 Mr. 
Miller was his marriage to Miss Mary A. Hough- 
ruling, May 3,.1857.. Born in Bradford county, 
Ia., she is a daughter of James and Margaret A. 
(Cooley) Houghtaling, and when in her four- 
tcenth year became a resident of Hlinois. Eight 
of the ten children of Mr. and Mrs. Muller sur- 
vive: The. eldest, E. C.,,was actively connected 
with the Payne Boomers, and was interested in 
many of the conflicts between the officials and 
authorities and the white settlers. Lemuel is 
married and resides in the Creek Nation. Ber- 
tha is the wife of J.D. Jones, and Eva is the 
wife of L. B. Jones, and the mother of four chil- 
dren. Harry is married and lives near his 
parents. Ninian E. and James A., born in Min- 
nesota, and Mrs. Martha McPeek, the latter of 
Moore township, was born in Iowa, but all of 
the elder children are natives of Carroll county, 
Ill. 

In 1861 Mr. Miller entered the employ of the 
government and served as a teamster in the 
army until the battle of Shiloh. when he was de- 
tailed to accompany the body of a wagon-master 
to the late home of the deceased. It was not 
until 1864 that he enlisted regularly as a soldier, 
for his home cares demanded his presence on 
the farm. When the affairs of the country had 
assumed such an extremely grave aspect, in the 
last vear of the war, he volunteered in Company 
AX, One Hundred and Forty-sixth Illinois In- 
fantry, and was sent with some recruits to the 
front. His own duties were chiefly performed in 
his own state, as he was stationed at Camp But- 
ler, near Springfield, and to him and his com- 
rades fell the sad fates of guarding the body ot 
our martyred president, Linc oln, interred at 
Springfield, and the mournful scenes connected 
with the military burial are indelibly priuted upon 
his memory. His honorable discharge from the 
army was in August, 1865. 

In 1866 Mr. Miller settled upon a tract of 
eighty acres of land, which he purchased in Fari- 
bault county, Minn. Five years later he placed 
lis household goods in a wagon and drove 
across country to Madison county, Iowa, and a 
year afterward made another move, arriving in 
Caldwell, Kans., in 1872, having spent the pre- 
ceding winter near Winfield, same state. Dur- 
Ing thre next twelve years he developed a claim 
which he took up in Sumner county, and then 
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became a merchant of Cdf@well, also dealing 
considerably in wheat, though he met with severe 
losses in that venture. About this period he 
joined a number of the Payne “boomers,” as 
they were called, and with them sought in every 
possible way to hasten the opening of Okla- 
homa to general settlement. In 1888 he located 
in the Chickasaw Nation, where he raised two 
crops, and April 22, 1889, made the race from 
the South Canadian to his present homestead. 
The years which have passed have been weil 
employ ed, as the condition of his finely-improved 
farm proclaims. A comfortable house and sub- 
stantial buildings, with many other valuable at- 
tributes of a modern farm, render the place val- 
uable and one of the best in this section. 

Mr. Miller cast his first presidential ballot for 
Fremont in 1856 and of late years has given his 
support to the Populist party. The only frater- 
nitv with which he has been identified is the Odd 
Fellows, which he joined in Caldwell. In 1808 
he was converted, and, with his estimable wife, 
belongs to the Holiness Band. 


C. NEAL. When prosperity rewards a man 
after many years of hard struggling against 
adverse circumstances, it is generally a 

matter of rejoicing among his neighbors, ‘and 
thus it is with J. C. Neal, a pioneer of Cleveland 
county. Like many others, he met with smali 
encouragement during the first year or two of 
his residence here, and, as he had the additional 
burden of poor health, it required true heroism. 

To-day Mr. Neal has reason to be proud of 
his highly cultivated homestead, which is situ- 
ated in the northwestern quarter of section 32. 


tor pate 10, range a west. He was born in 
Randolph county, Ala., June 25, 1866, his par- 
ents inert John A. ve D. P. (Whitfield) Neal. 


When a lad of six years, he removed with the 
family to McClellan county, Tex., where the 
father died within a short time. About eighteen 


months later, the mother located in Erath coun- 
ty. same state, and to the best of her limited 
circumstances reared her son, who, at an early 
age, became of great assistance to her. In fact, 
the burdens of life fell upon his shoulders when 
he should have been a light-hearted lad, free 
from the cares of a later period. Following the 
example of many other voung men, he went to 
the Chickasaw Nation when he was twenty, and, 
leasing land, met with fair success as a farmer. 
While living in the Chickasaw Nation, the min- 
ister" s wife having died, it devolved upon our 
subject to conduct the services at the grove 
Which he did to the Sater of all, rising 
above himself and doing great credit to his com- 
munity, 

When Oklahoma was opened Mr. Neal made 
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the race for a homestead, and still keeps the 
hardy “Yellow Tom’—the horse whose speed 
won this claim for his master. Putting up a frame 
building, 8x12 feet, and the following autumn 
constructing a dug-out, the voung man was shel- 
tered in these rude places of abode until he was 
able to make a start in the great work of devel- 
oping the land. When he arrived here he had 
three poor horses, twenty dollars in money, and 
hardly anything besides. His health was very 
poor for nearly two years, and he was obliged to 
live on corn bread and milk almost exclusively. 
As he was known to be poor, his credit was not 
good, and a merchant even refused to trust him 
for a little tobacco, with which he wished to 
while away some of his long, lonely evenings in 
his “bachelor’s hall.” Well, this is the way of 
the world, and to-day, when he has no need of 
asking a dollar’s worth of credit, many would 
gladly lend him a thousand, or any reasonable 
sum. In 1800 he raised a little corn and cotton, 
and from that time onward has reaped excellent 
harvests. In 1808 he purchased eighty acres of 
the southwestern quarter of section 29, township 
10, range 3, and is cultivating that tract, as well 
as his original property, w ith gratifying success. 

In 1891, when it had become evident that he 
was about to prosper in his enterprise here, Mr. 
Neal sent for his mother, who sold her property 
in Texas, and came to keep house for him. Jan- 
uary 4, 1893, he married Miss Laura Earp, of 
Erath county, Tex., and in her has found a true 
helpmate. She is a native of McClellan county, 
Tex., and is a daughter of William and Jane 
(Boy! e) Earp. Three children were born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Neal, namely: Arden, November 14, 
1893; Opha, February 2 25, 1896; and Earl, Feb- 
ruary IT, 1899. 

In political matters Mr. Neal is independent, 
using his ballot as he deems best, regardless of 
party. With his wife he holds membership in the 
Baptist Church and contributes toward many 
worthy religious and benevolent enterprises. 


OHN W. PAYNE, an enterprising mer- 
chant of Moore, Cleveland ‘county, is an 
exceptionally fine type of the Tennessecan, 


his birth having occurred in Macon county, Au- 
gust 14, 841. His parents, Johnson and Delilah 
(Holland) Payne, were agriculturists, and on 
the home farm our subject obtained practical 
ideas of life, patriotism being considered the first 
attribute of a good citizen in his family. Loyally 
carrying out his principles, the young man en- 
listed in Company I], F ifth Kentucky Cavalry, 
Federal troops, at the beginning of the Civii 
war, and for about a year was in active 
In the South he finally became very ill, 
sent to the hospital at Nashville, 


service, 
; and was 
As soon as he 
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was able to walk around he desired to be allowed 
to resume his post in the regiment, but, instead, 
was assigned to duty in the hospital.as a nurse, 
and, as he did not recuperate perceptibly, was 
honorably discharged November 28, 1862, and 
returned home. As soon as able to teach, he 
took charge of a school in the neighborhood, 
and was thus employed about six months. Later 
he entered the employ of the government at 
Louisville and was kept busy for some time in 
driving cattle needed to furnish the army with 
meat. 

In the spring of 1865 Mr. Payne went to Hart 
county, Ky., where he found employment in 
different lines, and then, returning home, he, in 
company with a brother, bought and carried on 
a blacksmith shop for four years. Then, buying 
a farm of one hundred and thirty acres, situated 
in Macon county, Tenn., he devoted his energy 
to its cultivation, and succeeded so well that 


‘from time to time he added to his possessions 


until he owned five hundred and_ sixty-three 
acres. A portion of this land was across the state 
line in Kentucky, and there he dwelt from 1884 
to the close of 1891. At Akersville, Ky., he 
embarked in merchandising and also served as 
postmaster of the place from 1884 to March, 
1891, with the exception of an intermission of 
ten months. 

In December, 1891, Mr. Payne came to Okla- 
homa, having previously purchased the quarter 
section of land where he has since dwelt, July 
roth, 1891. It is in the southeastern part of sec- 
tion 15, township 10, range 3 west, and under the 
management of the owner has been developed 
into a valuable farm. .In February, 1808, he 
embarked in business at Moore, and is still car- 
rying on the enterprise under the firm name otf 
ie W. Payne & Son. An honored member of 
Moore Post No. 17, G. A. R., he is now serving 
as its commander. For ten years he was a 
notary public while in Kentucky, and has 
ofaciated in the same capacity in this territory. 
He is not a eee but takes great interest 
in the welfare of the Republican party. In 1877 
he was ordained as a deacon of the Baptist 
Church, and in his old Kentucky home, as well 
as here, has held the position of superintendent 
of the Sunday school. 

July 26, 1866, Mr. Payne married Miss Arena 
Ik. Archer, daughter of Jonathan M. and Delilah 
(Overfeldt) Archer. Born in Johnson county, 
Tenn., she was well educated and a most estima- 
ble lady, loved by all who knew her. Almost 
unbearable trouble came to Mr. Payne in 1&3, 
as his wife and eldest. son, third son, and the 
eldest daughter were summoned to the silent 
land, leaving his home desolate, indeed. Sher- 
man TYf.,,who-died Nay, 10, 1893, left a young 
Wife and little son, Itzra. Susan B, died on June 
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9, and Merritt J. died on June 1, while the 
devoted wife and mother passed to the better 
land August 16th. Silas A., who is married and 
has one child, is in partnership with his father. 
Delilah E.; Minnie O.; Lucy Jane; John I¢., and 
Henry C. are yet members of the home circle. 
All but the two younger ones were born in Ten- 
nessee, they being natives of Kentucky. 


OHN W. THATCHER. For almost a score 
of years John W. Thatcher has been engaged 
in his present line of business, that of  drill- 
ing wells and sinking shafts for coal and salt. 
He so thoroughly understands mechanics tha‘ 
he not only does this, but also manufactures and 
repairs drills and engines, and carries on a gen- 
eral line of work in this direction. He has in- 
vented many tools and devices for his special 
business, and is a practical mechanic in every 
sense. The Stillwater Well-Drill, which he man- 
ufactures, has an enviable reputation throughout 
the middle west, and to-day it appears under the 
style of the Improved Stil ilwater Drili. Every- 
thing about it, save the castings, are manufac- 
factured here, the local firm being known as 
Thatcher & Sons. 

30rn in Cardington, Ohio, August 15, 1851, 
John W. Thatcher, the only child of Dr. John 
W. and Elizabeth (Chase) Thatcher, was given 
the name which had occurred in every genera- 
tion of the Thatcher family as far back as can 
be traced. His father was a native of the same 
town, Cardington, and there was actively en- 
gaged in medical practice until his death. The 
paternal grandfather of our subject, John W. 
Thatcher, was a farmer in-the Buckeye state, 
and the maternal grandfather, Paul Chase, a na- 
tive of Vermont, was an early settler in: Onio. 
He carried on a farm in Morrow county until 
1853, when he removed to Muscatine county, 
Towa, and, entering land near Moscow, resided 
there until his death. Mrs. Elizabeth Thatcher 
makes her home with our subject. 

The youth of the latter was passed with his 
erandfather Chase,in Iowa,and, after leaving the 
common schools, it was his privilege to attend 
the Wesleyan College at Mount Pleasant, Lowa, 
fora, year... Then, anti 1870, he was engaged 
in farming in Muscatine county, Iowa, and sub- 
sequently he bought and improved new land in 
Audubon county, same state. In consequence 
of a severe fire, which destroved his buildings 
and crops, besides injuring him personally, he 
removed to Jewell county, Kans., in 1878, ‘and 
located a claim, which he improved. About that 
time he found employment in a mill at Cawker 
City, and thoroughly learned the trade of a mill- 
wrieht. After running what was known as the 
Waukonda Mills for several years, he returned 
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to his farm, and engaged in drilling wells. Since 
1882 he has given his attention exclusively to 
the latter calling, and besides drilling wells in 
his own county, he was similarly employed in 
Mitchell, Republic, Cloud, Washington, Ril ey, 
Smith, Osborne and Root counties, sand: also in 
parts of southern Nebraska. For about eleven 
years he has been located in Stillwater, and has 
kept two drills in operation most of the time. 
Orders continually come to him for work in his 
line, and he and his sons have drilled nearly all 
of the numerous wells which have been drilled 
in eastern Oklahoma and in the western part of 
the Indian Territory. 

March 20, 1873, Mr. Thatcher married Mari- 
ette, daughter of David and Jane (Hamilton) 
Romig. Both she and her father were natives of 
Tuscarawas county, Ohio, in which locality her 
grandfather, Gabriel Romig, was an early settler. 
The latter removed to Henry county, LIL, in later 
life, and died there, but David Romig, after 
operating a farm in that county for some time, 
went to Guthrie county, Iowa, in 1877 became a 
resident of Jewell county, Kans., owning a farm 
near Mankato, and is now living retired at his 
home in Alva, Okla. His wife, who died in 
Illinois, was a daughter of William Hamilton, 
and, like him, was born in Ireland. He was acci- 
dentally killed on his pioneer homestead in 
Ohio, a tree falling upon him. The seven chil- 
dren born to Mr. and Mrs. Thatcher are: Mrs. 
Jennie FE. Reed, of :Holdenville, I.. T.s:: Jessie 
Olive; LeslievE. and: Edward. T.. who. are in 
business with their father; Charles Ira, a mem- 
ber of the high school class of 1901; Hester 
Alice and John W., Jr. Miss Jessie O., now en- 
gaged in teaching in the Stillwater schools, was 
graduated in the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College in 1897, with the degree of Bachelor 
of Sciences, and was the first woman to receive 
a degree in an Oklahoma institution of learning. 

Politically Mr. Thatcher is a true-blue Re- 
publican, and for one term served as a member 
of the city council from the third ward. He 
was one of the organizers of the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen in this territory, is a char- 
ter member of the local lodge. for two terms 
served as an officer, and was chosen to act as 
chairman of the finance committee of the Grand 
Lodge, being a grand trustee of Oklahoma. An 
honored member of the Odd F ellows Society, he 
is past grand of the lodge 


HRISTIAN MOELLER, who is of sturdy 
German stock, is one of the industrious 
farmers and cattle-raisers of Greeley town- 

ship, Oklahoma county, and owns a quarter 
section of land, which he purchased in June, 
1892. Ile is a native of Germany, and received 
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a good education there, being a graduate in the 
medical profession. As his father died during 
our subject’s early manhood, he was obliged to 
help earn a living for his mother and younger 
brothers and sisters. In 1881 he resolved to try 
his fortune in the United States, and accord- 
ingly sailed for New York City. From there he 
proceeded to Nebraska, where he engaged i 
general farming and stock-raising. 

After settling in Nebraska he obtained a li- 
cense from the state board to practice medicine, 
and, as he had a thorough knowledge of the 
science, he soon succeeded in establishing a 
large patronage. However, not liking the severe 
winters of Nebraska, he came to Oklahoma in 
the hope of securing a new home, and, after vis- 
iting different parts of the territory, in June, 
1892, he purchased his present farm, the north- 
east quarter of section 18. In December of the 
same year he was joined by his family. He hasa 
fine house and barn on his farm, and has made 
many improvements upon the same since taking 
possession. Having sunk a well two hundred 
and six feet, and also having a large cistern, a 
good supply of water always is at hand. He has 
one hundred and twenty acres under cultiva- 
tion, while the remainder is in pasture, with the 
exception of a few acres of orchard and vineyard. 
His orchard contains one hundred pear trees, one 
hundred apple and one hundred and fiity peach 
trees. He is considered a good neighbor and 
citizen, and always lends his influence to further 
those projects which in his opinion tend to ben- 
efit the general welfare of his community and 
county 

Mr. Moeller is a prominent worker in the 
German Methodist Church, as also is his wate. 
For four years he was superintendent of the Sab- 
bath-school, and now has charge of a class. ‘He 
was first married in Germany, and his wife, Wil- 
helmina (Groenermeier) Moeller, died in Ne- 
braska, leaving three children, namely: Sophia, 
the wife of Edward Berg; Mary and Louisa.’ By 
his second marriage, in 1883 3, to Johanna Berger, 
he has two chil dren, Augusta and Frederick. In 
1894 he married Mrs. Scheidt, who had a son, 
Oscar Scheidt, and this union resulted in the 
birth of two children: Edna and Albert. 


engaged 


L. QUIETT, who is successfilly 


in the flour, feed and coal business in 

Shawnee, was born Iebruary 2, 1847, in 
Paris, Edour “county, uy Fis father, Eslie 
Quiett, was born im Georgia ‘in 1804, and 
received his early training and education in 
Tennessee. About 1837 he removed to Kdgar 
county, Ill., where he conducted agricultural 
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east of Topeka, later spent three years in Hart- 
ford, then a few years were spent near Tecum- 
seh; from there he moved across the river in 
Jefferson county, where he continued to farm, 
and where he died at the age of sixty -sIX years. 
By his first marriage there were six children, 
of whom there were two brothers in the Civil 
war. William served in the Fifteenth Kansas 
Volunteer Infantry, and died in Ozawkie, 
Jefferson county, Kans., and James was a mem- 
per of the Ninth Kansas Cavalry, and also died 
in Ozawkie. The second marriage of Mr. 
Quiett was to Susan McCord, a native of 
Tennessee, and at the present time a resident 
of Harvey county, Kans. She is of Scotch-Irish 
ancestry. Of this union there were eight chil- 
dren, six of whom attained maturity and five 
are living, A. L. being the oldest. 

Until ten years of age A. L. Quieti lived in 
Edgar county, [ll., where he received an excel- 
lent home training, and early evinced habits 
of industry and thrift. In 1857 his family 
migrated to Kansas, going by rail to St. Louis, 
and by steamer to Leavenworth, continuing 
the journey by wagons to Shawnee county. 
There the father encaged in farming, and the 
son attended the district schools, which were 
somewhat limited in the extent of knowledge 
there attainable. His life lay in the ordinary 
grooves until the breaking out of the war, when 
he volunteered in 1863, in the Second Kansas 
State Militia Mounted Infantry, which was 
mounted and drilled for state protection. An 
experience calculated to linger in the memory 
of Mr. Quiétt was the result of his company 
being called upon to assist in the memorable 
Price’s raid, at which time about a third of the 
regiment was surrounded and captured (Mr. 
Ouiett and his brother being among the num- 
ber), and marched to Newtonia, two hundred 
miles distant. They were forced to cover the 
whole distance on foot, being on the move night 
and day, and often going forty miles in the 
course of twenty-four hours. The food given 
them was scant indeed, and part of the time 
they were barefooted. Arriving at Newtonia 
they were paroled, and returned to their respec- 
tive homes, with a large fund of dearly bought 
experience, and the poorer from the loss of all 
of their accouterment, which they had furnished. 

When twenty-one years of age Mr. Ouiett 
departed upon an independent venture, and for 
three years farmed for himself in Jefferson 
county. In 1870 he decided to investigate the 
possibilities and conditions of the far west, and 
went to Oregon, by way of California, making 
the journey of four hundred miles from M: WVs- 
ville, Cal., by way of stage coach. Upon his 
return to Jefferson county, he farmed for be 
years, and then located upon the old homestead 
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in McPherson county, Kans., fifteen miles north 
of Newton. This land he improved and man- 
aged until 1881, when he removed four miles 
south of the homestead, in Harvey county. 
Having purchased a farm here, he continued 
its improvement until 1885, when he transferred 
his farming interests to Kingman county. Not 
content with the prospects of a continued resi- 
dence there, he located in December, 1892, in 
I-dmond, Okla., and started a grocery business, 
which realized a season of prosperity until 1895. 

In October of 1895 Mr. Quiett came to Shaw- 
nee, and after erecting a store on Union avenue, 
engaged in the grocery business for one year. 
He then removed to Main street, and increased 
his stock by the addition of coal and confection- 
ery. In December of 1897 he removed t» the 
corner of Bell and Seventh streets, and lbecame 
interested in the wholesale and retail flour and 
feed business, which has since engaged his 
attention. He also deals in coal, and has sheds 
for the accommodation of his stock of coal, in 
the rear of the store. 

In Douglas county, Kans., at Lecompton, 
March 18, 1873, Mr. Quiett was united in mar- 
riage, by Rev. Mr. Boycourt, with Sarah S. 
Lowe, who was born in Missouri, September 
29, 1854, and educated at Lane University. 
Her father, A. K. Lowe, was born in Granger 
county, Tenn., and was left an orphan when 
but three years of age. He subsequenily set- 
tled in Dade county, Mo., where he was among 
the very early pioneers. In 1862 he removed 
to Lecompton, Douglas county, where he was 
successfully engaged in fruit raising and gen- 
eral farming. During the war he “enlisted in 
the Second Kansas State Militia, and partici- 

pated in Price’s raid, but was forced to return 
fo his home, owing to illness in the familv. In 
1892 he removed to Alvin, Tex., where he is 
now retired from active Baaticipdtion in the 
affairs of business life. The mother of Mrs. 


QOuiett was, before her marriage, Elizabeth 
Mitchell, born in Granger, Tenn., and a daugh- 
ter of Will liam Mitchell, nana owned and man- 


aged a large plantation in Tennessee. To this 
couple were born ten children, of whom William 
died in Colorado; Ro ae is a merchant in 
Mulvane, Kans. ; Sarah Sis Mrs. Ouiett; David 
is a railroad man in ce a City; Margaret, 
now Mrs. Finn, is living in Kansas City: Clara 
is Mrs. Jones, of Pueblo, Colo.; Garrett is a 
railroad man with headquarters in Alvin. Tex., 
and connected with the Santa Fe road; Lizzie, 
Mrs: Chalfant, is in ‘Paris, Tex.; Jennie is Mrs. 
Haskell, of Little Rock, Ark.; and Hattie is 
at Alvin; ‘Tex., and "the wife of Mr. Clase; 
with the Santa Ie Railroad Company. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Quiett have been born three children; 
Issie has attended the normal school at 
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I<dmond, and is teaching school at Shawnee; 
Harry was also educated in the normal school, 
and is now assistant cashier of the Shawnee 
National Bank; and Mabel is a graduate of the 
high-school, class of 1900. 

Mr. Quiett is politically affiliated with the 
People’s Party, and while living in Kingman 
county, Kans., was on the county central com- 
mittee. In McPherson county, Nans., he was 
township trustee, and a member of the school 
board during his entire residence there. In 
Shawnee he has served for a short time on the 
school board, but seems to entertain no political 
aspirations in regard to the territory. Frater- 
nally he is associated with the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and the Woodmen oi 
the World. He is a member of the Methodist 
church. He is regarded as ‘one ‘of Shawnee 
most substantial and_ reliable citizens, and his 
home, located on Market and Highland streets, 
is the scene of gracious hospitality and good 
fellowship thoroughly in accord with the dis- 
position and charm of the presiding genius of 
the establishment, Mrs. Quiett. 


AMUEL ROSE, the pioneer dry-goods 
S merchant of Shawnee, is a thoroughly pub- 

lic-spirited citizen and man of enterprise. 
Through his indefatigable efforts the people of 
this locality are supplied with the latest and 
most reliable styles of goods at reasonable 
prices, and thus his trade is continually increas- 
ing, as he justly deserves. For a young man 
who has seen but thirty years, his success in 
the business world is notable, and his future is 
full of promise. 

The parents of our subject are Solomon and 
Caroline (Meyer) Rose, natives of Germany. 
The father, whose birthplace was near Frank- 
fort, came to the United States when young, and 
after residing at Little Falls, N. Y., for a period, 
he located in La Grange, Ind., where he now 
is one of its most substantial citizens. For 
thirty-five years he has been engaged in mer- 
cantile enterprises there, and over a score of 
years ago organized the First National Bank 
of the place. This flourishing institution now 
possesses its second charter, and for some time 
Mr. Rose has officiated as president of the bank 
Ile is identified with the Masonic order, and is. 
actively interested in all home affairs of public 
moment. His wife and seven of their eight 
children survive, and all of the sons have re- 
ceived practical educations and training for life 
duties. 

The birth of Samuel Rose occurred in La 
Grange, Ind., April 5 5, 1871. In his native town 
his. elementary education was acquired in the 
grammar and high schools, after which he pur- 
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sued a course of studies in the College at Notre 
Dame, Ind. Ten years ago he went to Chicago, 
where he served as a bookkeeper to a large firm 
for five years, becoming familiar with the SYS- 
tematic methods and wonderful enterprise of 
local firms. In July, 1895, he came to Shawnee, 
and opened a dry goods, clothing and shoe store 
at the corner of Main and Broadway. Here he 
occupied a space 25x140 feet in the Maxey 
block, which had been hardly completed when 
he moved in his stock of goods. One of the 
charter members of the Shawnee Club, he has 
exerted his influence for the permanent welfare 
of the city. In his political creed, he is a 
Democrat. 

The lady who presides over the hospitalities 
of Mr. Rose’s house becamie his bride in Kansas 
City in 1898. She is a native of Kentucky, 
and in her girlhood bore the name of Julia 
O’Brien. One child blesses the union of this 
estimable young couple, Ella 

The family from which Mrs. Rose springs is 
the celebrated one which is traced back to that 
O’Brien who was an ancient king over the Celts 
in Ireland. Her .great- erandfather, Patrick 
O’Brien, whose entire fife was passed in the 
Emerald Isle, was in charge of the city prison 
at Limerick for some vears, and his namesake, 
the grandfather of Mrs. Rose, was his assistant 
bookkeeper until 1833, when he came to the 
United States. At that time he was in his twen- 
ty-fourth year, and for just half a century he 
was employed at the trade of a gunsmith in 
different parts of Kentucky. Now, over ninety 
years of age, he is living with his son, W. O. 
O’Brien, father of Mrs. Rose. a wife, Sally, 
daughter or Charles McAllister, was born in 
the wilds of Kentucky, and died in Illinois at 
the advanced age of ninety-two. Her father 
who was of an old Virginia family, was a 
pioneer in Mercer county, Ky., and her mother 
a Miss Rucker in her girlhood, was the daughter 
of a Revolutionary war soldier. In fact, she 
was born in the camp of the army, for the 
Indians, incited by the British, were upon the 
war-path, and the women were forced to scek 
protection in.the camps in some localities. The 
McAllisters and Ruckers were of Scotch 
descent. W. O. O’Brien, born in 1846, was the 
yeungest child of his parents, and spent his 
early vears in his native state, Kentucky. He 
has been successiully engaged in mercantile 
pursuits in Kentucky and Nansas. and for five 
years was emploved as a traveling salesman for 
a Kansas City shoe firm in this territory. Then, 
for four years he was occupied in the milling 
business in Shawnee, also being proprictor of 
the “Racket” store from 1896 to 1898, when he 
sold out. Since 1809 he fas devoted his atten- 
tion exclusively to his farm, for he owns a fine 
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quarter section of land about four miles south- 
west of Shawnee. Two windmills, substantial 
buildings and excellent fences are among the 
improvements noted on the place. A specialty 
is made of raising Short-horn cattle and thor- 
oughbred hogs, chiefly Berkshires and Poland- 
China, and from three to five hundred are 
annually placed on the markets. One of the 
most influential in organizing the Commercial 
Club of Shawnee, Mr. O’Brien was its first presi- 
dent, and the two stores and two residences 
which he built in the town were a material 
assistance to its prosperity. In Richmond, Ky., 
Mr. O’Brien married Miss Jennie Gilbert, 
daughter of Rice. Gilbert, a farmer of that 
locality. Five children were born to this worthy 
couple, namely: Mrs. Lulu) May Robinson, 
whose home is near Wichita, Kans.; William J., 
who assists his father on the homestead; Mrs. 
Julia Rose; Charles, chief bill clerk for Carter 
Brothers, of Louisville, Ky.; and Myrtle, who 
lives athome. Mr. O’Brien is a demitted mem- 
ber of the Odd Fellows and Masons’ societies, 
and usually votes for Democratic nominees. 


HH. H. PITTMAN, one of the progres- 
sive business men of Stillwater, enjoys 
a deserved popularity, nor is his adopted 

town unmindful of the credit due him by reason 

of many admirable traits of mind and character 
which place him in the front rank of reliable and 
enterprising citizens. 

A native of McDonough county, Ill., Mr. Pitt- 
man was born September 6, 1864, and is a son 
of George M. Pittman, a native of Kentucky, 
who moved with his parents to Illinois and there 
engaged in farming, but removed in 1871 to 
Summer county, Kans. There he died in the fall 
of 1872, while-his son, W. HH. H., was-yet but 
seven years of age. During the war he was a 
soldier in the Seventy- Eighth Illinois Volun- 
tecr Infantry and served for one year, at which 
time he was discharged for physical disability. 
The mother, Esther A. (Dale) Pittman, was 
born in Indiana, and is a daughter of John Dale 
a native of England, who, upon coming to 
America settled in Illinois. He later became 
one of the early pioneers of McDonough 
County, and subsequently removed to Calitor- 
nia, where he died in 1899, aged eighty-seven. 

Mr. Pittman was reared on his father’s ie 
in Sumner county, Kans., and educated in the 
public schools. Later he attended Pond’s Bick 
ness College in Topeka, Kans., from which he 
was graduated j in 1884. For the three following 
years he engaged in clerking, and then became 
a traveling salesman in Kansas and Missouri, for 
a Rock Talls, Ill., manufacturing company. 2Nt 
the opening of Oklahoma he located in Payne 
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county, on a claim sixteen miles southwest of 
Stillwater. This farm was improved and culti- 
vated by Mr. Pittman, who successfully con- 
ducted his agricultural interests, and at the 
same time received recognition for his ability 
and aptitude for public office. In the fall of 1892 
he was nominated on the Republican ticket for 
county clerk, elected by a large majority, and 
assumed control of the office in January of 
1893. In 1894 he was the only candidate on the 
ticket that was elected, and he held the position 
until 1897, when he retired. 

Mr. Pittman continued the work of man- 
aging his farm until 1898, when he was 
again nominated candidate for the position 
of county clerk, and elected by a majority 
of six hundred votes. This office he re- 
tained until January 1, 1901. In 1899 he 
received a patent from the United States gov- 
ernment on the “Pittman Suspension Bridge.” 
He has already built a number of these bridges 
which are meeting with universal satisfaction. 
He has built a plant for their manufacture at 
Stillwater, and the bridges are also being built 
in Oklahoma city. He was married in Cow- 
ley ‘county, “Kans:, .to,.Grace».C. . Smith; - a 
native of Ohio. Of this union there have been 
five children, viz: George Roy, Frank Wallace, 
Pearl Hazel, William Chester, and Lucius Lisle. 
He is a Republican of pronounced affiliations, 
and a firm believer in the issues and principles 
of his party. Fraternally he is associated with 
the Ancient Order of United Workmen, and 
with the Modern Tonties. With his family he is 
devoted to the interests of the Congregational 
church, and eontributes generously towards its 
maintenance. 


WERS WHITE. To Mr. White belongs 

the distinction of being the largest raiser 

of hogs in Oklahoma. As a farmer on 
broad and liberal lines, he represents the best 
element in his locality in Pottawatomie county. 
Previous to coming to the territory, he was 
variously engaged in mercantile and_ political 
enterprises, and has ever been prominently con- 
nected with the growth of the communities in 
which he has resided. 

A native of Belmont county, Ohio, he was 
born August 27, 1861, and is a son of Samuel 
and Iemily (Moore) White, who, during the years 
of their activity, were industrious, aud worthy 
farmers. When their son ISwers was seven years 
of age the family removed to Wilson county, 
Ikans., and located upon a farm, where he grew 
to manhood and received the excellent home 
training which so ably fitted him for the future 
responsibilities of life. With diligence he ap- 
plied himself to a mastery of the education to be 


O 883 


derived at the public schools, and when seven- 
teen or eighteen years of age evinced a com- 
mendable spirit of independence. Going to 
Muskingum county, Ohio, he undertook to learn 
telegraphy, which he later applied for one and a 
half years. Upon returning to Kansas he was 
appointed under sheriff, his term of service ex- 
tending from 1882 until 1889. At the same time 
he served as deputy United States marshal for 
three years, and in the discharge of these differ- 
ent offices offered such service as met with the 
approval of the people who had honored him 
with their preference. 

At the opening of Oklahoma, Mr. White, with 
the thousands of others also in search of im- 
proved conditions, made the run and filed the 
sixth claim, which was a quarter section corner- 
ing on Oklahoma City. His claim was a matter 
of contest, and was the first of the kind ever 
started in Oklahoma. There were two other 
would-be possessors, and Mr. White finally re- 
linquished his right to one Samuel Murphy, who 
secured the deed. Later he purchased back one 
hundred and twenty acres. He was the first un- 
der sheriff of Oklahoma county, and was also 
the first commissioner of deeds for Oklahoma 
and the Indian Territory. 

Mr. White came to Pottawatomie county as 
United States commissioner, and as postmaster 
at Shawneetown, the old Indian trading post. 
The first position was held by him for one and a 
half years and the latter for about nine months. 
A later position of trust was as postmaster at 
Tecumseh, which he held for three years, after 
which he purchased the place upon which he now 
lives, comprising the northeast quarter of sec- 
tion 22, township I1, range 2 east, near McLoud. 
The original lease mentions thirteen hundred 
and seventy-five acres, and at the present time 
he owns seven hundred and five acres. This land 
is under a high state of cultivation, and is devo- 
ted to general farming, hog and cattle raising. 
An idea of. the enormous number of the hogs 
raised may be estimated when it is known that 
Mr. White raises twenty thousand bushels of 
cern, all of which he feeds to the stock. During 
the present vear he is putting in five hundred 
bushels of potatoes, and it is his intention to in- 
crease the amount planted each year. 

In Pottawatonue county, November 15, 1893, 
Mr. White was united in marriage with Mae 
Amos, who was born in West Virginia. Of this 
union there are no children. With the politics of 
the localities in which he has resided Mr. White 
has ever shown great interest, and has devoted 
much time and money to the propagation of the 
best Republican principles. Since his residence 
in the terrtiory he has been chairman of the 
county central committee, and, with one excep- 
tion, has attended every Republican territorial 









































































ieee | |e ¥ u 
‘ { 
os" a ; yy 19 
) } I itt hele ' mn 
i 4 De. "" 
hy i me NO ay ak 1 wia TW M8 iy aa 
wereld te trig ahdaly eevee i a) 
eesy. ir’) f tober: Bat pir 
| they vt pote iy Hah naib 
| i we r Weyl 9 x ‘an et wis mith 
ze tO 19) & Opn fy iy ha 1 My cLtgey be td te beda 
thy. dv Mel did 2381 mrott anthasy pee rete “eral o vd batogly of 
mn gojaie Point! ¢irqeh ec hevisa of Fa Wanehel wi aonito sil}. Jo lorries. 
983 10 aunodpeil off ni brn ete uy soul) = wilh me oonbibnes “(tee old enw onl baa ; 
tiny Jor ag ooivage - bari aacthe deo og vPeey colt biel ot 1) buen botools ner nf ds 
ror het ‘orl w my ol) bo lavonygs Auntites onl madly R0e ‘ 
aratolony welt Pe pepe Be seo 9? bounties rigger 198 
AW alt aero cdinte | yeninoea wely gay ee ot Poin Boke liter anal a 
weve ni onl } mere) oth MUST eGuey “it tol stsbibuse Loienimort 
let yt wall HW Arrears Dever . ret ve) Reade Bete ral a Yr 
jisks Winie 2) say gal ie will sir foovalyentatt 
(in ] L. (oa ah | a evinel Sine 9 
t] evi ei, Fi adie iadetl pak) eas at ee bavia 
wal ~ .eroteltO nt hers’ ” “whee yn frmcpertie remesise erty mo due mn 
MR Pr t+29T] A pewilr fy hi hh erg vinesite 2 nile 
| Dut ee bovtenprll » Jat: lasted keats fy iw y yall vant: oR tif 
Head alf hotuer iy vimiton a CD RRAEA DAR 7 Mle naad he a & Wied: pat a 
ni berg Bashy VT pepe) cay Fine | a at # bind 1 bere one Tae 
bi ral fend eb ane ay tr cil i 
; phigh ber { f ery Al anes 
j i mM hy 78) ee 
+14 Ne eee ye ect } aed oy Rv Booth 1 ov 
fia ih Wa ails te oa i Be 
YY brs eigvey 4 pat vay Teen ve Pon Ht by’) Nee es nt He 
yt; a Has Aad | cate ye) Cee} » Sela jnohony | 
nail il sate exalt sere 
fe PbO i) ve ohh of] amg 
sea onrory eieclinneep. thet of 
: wi sorinnval 
: ; : ie 
; oie MANNE ME all TL FEY, i 
hie at a tee OD pared. te nota oat a 
1 (nltCd. gery god 
, Payer rl i! lara | wit 
dawmenyts | Hisowl at wh pete 
caebbietid cael) een rhea ot enoived 
ieee de 4 oer mt leg tras 
ph BUT LAY We pe uate burt Rh Th) 
i IP ETV lh Tae thyyprine p ate ort i 
A { al orf ( 
bee { vit Wy litetcn dowry cf to ovine A 
t heen, Vi Ge ap De mY At, saamgne Le 
iW), OE eanietpaly enh wr er VF & 00) sole): linn’ Th rs 
e if ' a ba Lives’ nrorrerven cy ayy Bry at 
sie jl vy 10 ’ is Ce ara vs, iyi ish . 
‘ i anal VY ent leg not 
wilt to Vanes if i I H i i AVI f tiie jie ‘bag 
vied il } o wi! bev ari 1 
wel, dere! pawl | jij ANN ii Stnchat lyn, plan / ; 
sige AD Wil 0 Hh if ' y “1g wl 4 ant Pe did i 
“friday of Raagutleb ny i oof [ ol gab evi oie vo taal 1 it sa 
i > i. ; i i 
ila x 








884 


convention. In 1900 he took the census of Bales 
township. At Fredonia, Kans., he became a 
member of the Masonic fraternity, and as a mem- 


- “ber of the Knights of Pythias has filled all the 


chairs and represented his order in the Grand 
Lodge. 





RED C. SEEGER. On that eventful April 
day of 1889, when hundreds of people 
made the run into Oklahoma for homes, 

Mr. Seeger succeeded in securing a lot in Okla- 
homa City, and followed contracting and build- 
ing there until 1893, when he puachased his 
present farm in Greeley township, Oklahoma 
county. He is a typical self-made man, having 
started out in this world S52 in debt, and his 
worldly possessions of to-day are the result of 
his own untiring energy. He has been suc- 
cessful in all his undertakings, and his honest 
and straightforward business methods have 
gained him many stanch friends. 

Mr. Seeger was born in Nieder Welhren, 
Prussia, Germany, December 1, 1836, and when 
seventeen years of age, he boarded a sailing 
vessel for the United States, landing in New 
Work ‘City, «July: 5. 1854. le. spent, butone 
week in the metropolis, after which he went 
to Dayton, Ohio, where he followed stone- 
masonry at fifty cents per day, and at the same 
time was obliged to pay $2 per week for board. 
He worked around Dayton two years, then went 
to Miami county, Ohio, where he.lived with a 
friend and followed his trade. In 1860 he mar- 
ried and settled on .one hundred acres of fine 
farming land. Six years later he sold his farm 
and, returning to Dayton, assisted in the com- 
pletion of Grace Methodist Church. Next he 
took the contract for building the Presbyterian 
Church at a cost of $75,000, and it was two 
years before the structure was completed. He 
continued to reside there until 1885, during 
which time he built many churches, public 
buildings, business blocks and dwellings, a 
large number of which are standing to-day. 

In 1885 he went to Sumner county, ‘Kans., 
where he bought a farm of one hundred 
and sixty acres, and remained until Oklahoma 
was opened by the government. Making 
the run from Arkansas Citv, he secured a lot 
on Reno avenue, Oklahoma City. He at once 
erected on Noble avenue the finest house in the 
city, in which he resided until 1893. Meantime 
he contracted for and put up the following 
buildings: Tirst National Bank building, Okla- 
homa Bank building, the Wedemeyer block, 
and = DBachelder block, besides many other 
smaller business buildings and numerous resi- 
denees. Upon the completion of the Bachelder 
block, Mr. Bachelder presented to Mr. Seeger a 
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handsome $75 gold watch, which bears the 
following inscription on the inside: “Irom |. 
W. Bachelder for faithful work on the 
Bachelder block.” Mr. Seeger is now engaged 
in agricultural pursuits and has a fine farm, on 
which is a four-acre vineyard. His many 
acquaintances in Oklahoma county hold him in 
high esteem and know him to be a man of 

many sterling qualities. 

In 1860 Mr. Seeger married Miss Mary Jones, 
a native of Ohio, ‘and they have four children, 
viz.: Callie, the wife of C. A. McNabb; Ella, 
the wife of J. Epperson; Henry and Irving. In 
politics Mr is an ardent Republican. 
He is now serving his third term as justice of 
the peace, and was elected treasurer of Greeley 
township in 1900. He is a member and trustee 
of the Presbyterian Church and for many years 
was elder and Sunday-school superintendent. 


Seeger 


‘His family are also identified with that church. 


ILITAM, MoxSHIPLEY,-:one: of the 

veterans of the Civil war, is entitled to 

a place of honor in the annals of that 
Union which he loyally helped to preserve for 
posterity, to that day of prosperity and peace 
which it now enjoys, and to prominence among 
the great nations. He enlisted August 16, 1862, 
in Company K, Tweifth Kansas Volunteer 
Infantry, and was employed in skirmishes 
chiefly along the borders of Missouri, Kansas 
and Arkansas. Tor some time he was located 
at Fort Smith and Fort Camden, and when his 
services were no longer needed he was mus- 
tered out of the army at Little Rock, April 26, 
1865, and honorably discharged at Lawrence, 
Kans. He has been no less patriotic and faith- 
ful to his duties as a citizen in the years of peace 
which followed, and enjoys the esteem of all 
with whom his lot has been cast. 

Born in Kentucky, in 1838, our subject is a 
son of Joel.and Amy (Cook) Shipley, likewise 
native that state. In 184t the family re- 
moved to Missouri, and scttled upon a farm in 
Henry county, five vears later to Bates 
county, same state. Ma hen ue war clouds began 
to darken ominously, W. ) . Shipley went to 


s of 


going 


Linn county, or vhere a later volunteered 
as a soldier. He had married in 1858, and leit 
his wife and little ones to fight for his country. 
Upon returning home, he resumed his agricul- 
tural labors, and for twenty-five vears was iden- 
tified with the farmers of Kansas. In 18901 he 


came to Oklahoma, and located a claim at a 
point about seven miles southeast of Be sah 
Having made material changes for the 
the property, he finally sold it in 1899, and 
becaine a resident of Perkins, Payne county, 
where he leases a habitation. He has been very 
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industrious and successful in business, and now 
is enjoying the fruits of his former years of 
toil. He has always given his political support 
to the Republican party, “fighting as he voted.” 
Religiously he adheres to the creed of the 
United Brethren denomination. 

In 1858 the marriage of Mr. Shiplev and Miss 
Eliza Pyles was solemnized in Missouri. For 
twenty-three years they pursued the journey 
of life together, and in 1881 the devoted wife 
and mother was called to her heavenly reward. 
Their children, William M., Mary Jane, Martha 
B.., Luther, Ida iM and ‘Lillie; ‘are respected 
citizens of Kansas and Oklahoma. In 1883 Mr. 
Shipley married Mrs. Mary R. Williams, daugh- 
ter of Jonathan Adams, and a former resident 
of Allen county, Kans. 


P. SPARKS, proprietor of the English 
Kitchen Restaurant, of Shawnee, is the 
pioneer in this line_of business here, and 

has made a splendid success of the enterprise. 
He is known far and near, owing to the fact that 
the people of the surrounding territory are 
liberal patrons of his in their frequent trips to 
this ‘thriving town. He makes a point of pro- 
viding well for them, even meteh his accom- 
modations have been greatly taxed at times, as 
on one occasion, when he furnished meals to 
fifteen hundred persons within one day. 

A native of Louisiana, born near Shady 
Grove, St. Mary’s parish, near Centerville, April 
ie 1845, DD. Po Sparks isa Son) 61° 1); Pivand 
Maliza (Vincent) Sparks, the father of English 


and the mother of Irish-English descent. The 
ereat-ereat-grandfather of our subject emigrated 
from England to Virginia in colonial days, and 


hes. son, Capt."D>'P. Sparks} grandiather of the 
present bearer of his name, was born in Vir- 
ginia, and just before the Revolution located 
upon a plantation in South Carolina, also being 
a merchant there until some time prior to his 
death. During the great war he served in the 
colonial army with the rank of captain under 
the leadership “ot General “Benton: D. P. 
Sparks, father of our subject, was born on the 
old South Carolina plantation, whence he re- 


moved to Louisiana, there becoming a wealthy, 


sugar planter, his property being situated on 
the Bayou Teche. A short time before the 

Civil war he sold out and bought another large 
sugar plantation across the river from. New 
Orleans, and there he died in 1867. Though 
of an old southern family, and a life-long inhabi- 
tant of the South, he was firmly opposed to 
secession from the Union, and it ‘was a ‘great 
sorrow to him that his two only sons joined 
the Confederate army. J. C., who belonged to 
the Hampton Legion, South Carolina Volun- 


- by his brother and a Mr. Mickler. 
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teers, was killed while employed as a scout in 
West Virginia. Of his three sisters, one is 
deceased. The mother, who departed this life 
in Texas, was a native of Tennessee, and daugh- 
ter of Enoch Vincent, also a Tennesseean, and 
of an old family of that state. 

The happy days of boyhood were passed by 
D. P. Sparks at the old plantation home, 
“Shady Grove,” in Louisiana. His education 
was pursued under private tutors and in private 
schools. At the beginning of the Civil war he 
was attending Furman University at Green, S. 
C., and when his-professor of mathematics, John 
F. La Meau at once set about crganizing a 
company for Hampton’s Legion, it is not 
strange that the youthful ardor of this lad of 
sixteen led him to respond to the call. After 
proving his bravery on many a battlefield, he 
was assigned to a body of scouts, commanded 
Their duties 
lying chiefly in the field between the lines of 
the two opposing armies, their escapes and 
dangers were multitudinous, it is needless to 
say. On returning from one hazardous trip, the 
tired scouts scattered, finding entertainment in 
different houses in a certain locality. Captain 
Farnsworth, of Illinois, with three hundred boys 
in blue, seized his opportunity, and had his 
soldiers surround the houses and capture as 
many of the scouts as possible. Mr. Sparks, at 
the house of a Mr. Howison, with some of his 
comrades, made a rush for liberty, mounted 
horses and started for a tract of timber, but 
while endeavoring to capture a small squad: ot 
Federals, were surrounded and made prisoners. 
After spending three months in prison at Wash- 
ington, he was exchanged, and later was the 
second lieutenant of Peterkin’s Cavalry com- 
pany, attached to L. M. Keitt’s Regiment of 
South Carolina. For nearly eight months he 
was stationed in the state last mentioned, mostly 
on picket duty, and later returned to the Hamp- 
ton Legion. For a period prior to the evacua- 
tion of Charleston, S. C., he was on duty there, 
and then was sent to Wilmington, N. C., where 
he remained until the evacuation of that city. 
Starting to join the main army corps at Appo- 
mattox, he arrived in the vicinity of 
Brage’s forces. That officer, desiring to know 
the strength of the Federals, asked for two 
volunteers from his army to return to Wilming- 
ton, in order to, get pointers from I*ederals. No 
one would volunteer. The captain of the com- 
pany to which Mr. Sparks belonged, Captain 
Williams, appealed to Mr. Sparks and a Mr. 
Smith, but they did not wish to attempt the 
work, on account of the near termination of the 
war; however, they finally consented, and re- 
turned to the edge of Wilmington, capturing 
the courier who came with dispatches to the 
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army at the front. Bringing the dispatch with 
them they returned to their army. General 
Schofield marched out on the Newbern road to 
intercept General Bragg and keep him from 
going to join General “Lee. On this trip Mr. 
Sparks and his comrade ran the risk of their 
lives many times. About five days after their 
return, the army surrendered and disbanded. 

While on picket duty in South Carolina, 
Maloney, an Indianapolis boy, made his escape 
from Andersonville and fled down the Santee 
river, where he was captured by the Confed- 
erates and taken into camp: Maloney was 
ragged and wanted a pair of trousers, and talked 
sO ~ constantly about his needs that Mr. Sparks 
gave him the only pair he had besides the pair 
he was wearing. 

Returning home at the close of the war, Mr. 
Sparks found that his father had lost much of 
his property as a result of the conflict. Though 
he personally was a Union man, the-fact that 
he had two sons in the Confederate army preju- 
diced the Federals against him and his lands 
were confiscated. Fortunately, however, the 
lands were returned later by the government. 
For a time Mr. Sparks operated the home place. 
In 1868 he removed to Houston, Tex., where 
he first clerked, and later was employed as 
messenger by the Texas Express Company, his 
line being between Denison and Galveston. His 
next position was that of bookkeeper in Hous- 
ton, after which he settled in Hearne, Tex. For 
one year he engaged in the general mercantile 
business at Mumford’s Prairie, after which he 
carried on a lumber business at Belleville, Tex., 
and also manufactured lumber at Brantley Sta- 
tion for four years. Selling out, he settled at 
Greenville, Tex., where he carried on a grocery 
and restaurant business, but was not successful, 
Josing all that he had previously made. Starting 
anew ina small restaurant, he gradually worked 
his way to a prosperous position. 

In 1897 Mr. Sparks came to Shawnee and 
bought an interest in the English Kitchen with 
James Stewart, the two continuing together for 
apyear.) Mr: Spark s then purchased his partner's 
interest, and continued the business alone. At 
first, he had a small restaurant across from the 
station, but after a month he established himself 
at his present location, and later added to the 
building, taking out a partition and enlarging 
his quarters. This is not only the oldest, but 
also the largest restaurant in the city, and has 
a capacity for accommodating fifteen hundred 
persons in one day. During the fall season, 
when trade brings many farmers to the town, 
the restaurant often entertains from four to five 
hundred people in a single day. 

Politically Mr. Sparks i is a Democrat, but not 
radical in his opinions. In religion he is an 
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Episcopalian and has officiated as a vestryman 
in his church. He was made a member of the 
blue lodge and Royal Arch Chapter in Belle- 
ville, Tex., and is also connected with the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows. He is a stock 
holder in the Oklahoma State Bank. Recently 
he purchased the home of A. B. Dunlap, 
formerly a banker at Shawnee. 

The marriage of Mr.. Sparks took place in 
Belleville, Tex., and united him with Miss Jose- 
phine Haggarty, who was born in Georgia and 
grew to womanhood in Texas. They are the 
parents of four children: Chesley, who was 
engaged in the insurance business at Shawnee 
until his death, September 8, 1900; Josephine, 
who is a graduate of the high school of Green- 
ville, Tex., and is now teaching in the Shawnee 
high school; J. Calhoun, and D. P., Jr. 


ENRY STEGELMAN. Since 1892 the 
above named gentleman has been a resi- 
dent of Oklahoma, and is the owner of 
a fine farm in Greeley township, Oklahoma 
county, which he has put under a high state 
of cultivation. He was born in the city of Kiel, 
Holstein, Germany, and is a son of David and 
Louise (Lench) Stegelman, who emigrated to 
this country with his family, our subject being 
thirteen years of age at the time. He located 
in Dodge county, Neb., where he successfully 
carried on farming the remainder of his life. Of 
his twelve children the following seven are 
now living: David, who homesteaded a tract of 
land in Dodge county, Neb.; Ernest, who re- 
sides in Oklahoma: Christian W. a large farmer 
of Dodge county; Henry, our a ieee. Adolph, 
a farmer in Dodge county, Neb.; Ada, the wife 
of Jacob Byer; and Kate, the wife of Conrad 
Maurer. The parents of both died in Fremont, 
Neb., and are buried there 
Henry Stegelman grew to manhood on his 
father's farm and has a good education in both 
the English and German languages. Upon 
leaving home, he spent two years in the Black 
Hills, working in the mines, but the following 
few years were passed in roaming over the 
country. Then, returning to Dodge county, 
Neb., he bought one hundred and eighty acres 
of land, where he carried on farming and raised 
considerable stock. In 1892 he sold his home- 
stead, and coming to Oklahoma purchased his 
present farm, which is situated in the southeast- 
ern quarter of section seven. During the first 
year he broke up his whole farm and in the next 
year (1893) one hundred and ten acres were 
sown in wheat. Tle has erected a good house 
and barn, with a number of smaller buildings, 
and his entire farm is enclosed by a woven wire 
fence. Besides his harvests of corn, wheat and 
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oats, he raises Poland-China swine and Short- 
horn cattle. He is a practical farmer and enjoys 
the friendship of a large acquaintance through- 
out his county. 

Mr. Stegelman was married in 1882 to Miss 
Mary Gildenpfennig, and four children have 
been born to them. They are named as follows: 
Meta, a school teacher; Henry, Arthur and 
Verna. Mrs. Stegelman was born near Magde- 
burg in the Province of Saxony, and was 
brought by her parents, Henry and Louise (Ott) 
Gildenpfennig, to America when an infant in 
arms. In politics Mr. Stegelman is a Democrat. 
He is a member of the Woodmen of the World; 
@klahioma (ilribe No.4 ioed.sO. Re. NL... The 
Ancient Order of United Workmen and Sons 
of Hermann. 


RANK J. WIKOFF. Stillwater can boast 
of no more progressive business man and 
citizen than Frank J. Wikoff, who assisted 

in surveying and laying out the town in June, 
1889, and thenceforth identified himself with its 
upbuilding. Nor has he confined his attention to 
his chosen place of abode alone, as is generally 
known, for he has been a great and “effective 
worker for his county and the territory and long 
has been recognized as a power throughout 
Oklahoma. 
The present spelling;-Wikoff, was adopted as 
the simplest form of the old Holland-Dutch 
name, which appears in numerous forms in 
America, namely: Wvycoff, Wicoff, Wykoff, Wic- 
koff and Wyckoff, the latter probably having 
been the original stvle. Mr. Wikoff is a direct 
descendant of one Peter Wyckoff, who was one 
of the early colonists from his native land in old 
Manhattan, or New York City. He built and 
was the proprietor of the Nassau Street Hotel, 
of colonial note, and his posterity lived in New 
Jersey, New York state and Pennsylvania at the 
beginning of the war of Independence, in which 
many of the name participated. Our subject's 
erandfather, John Wikoff, who was born in Lan- 
caster county, Pa., attained the age of ninety, his 
death occurring in Lacon, Il., where he was a 
pioneer. He was an early settler in the vicinity 
of Dayton, Ohio, and thence removed to a farm 
on the Illinois river, near Lacon, Ill. He ex- 
perienced the hardships of frontier life, and was 
obliged to haul his wheat to Chicago, one hun- 
dred and ww enty-five miles away. Once, when he 
reached Joliet. on his wav to the future metropo- 
lis, the axle of his wagon broke, and the entire 
proceeds of the trip went to pay the cost of the 
blacksmithing work on the vehicle. He was a 
member of the Baptist Church and of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity ain was highly esteemed by all. 
Isaac Wikoff, father of our subject, was born 
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on an Ohio farm, situated on the Miami river, 
near Dayton. He was young when he was taken 
to Illinois, early in the ‘40s, and for more than 
two-score years he continued to dwell in that 
state. He was a druggist and merchant in Lacon 
and Metamora, and for twenty years was the pro- 
prietor of Wikoff’s Bank. The partner in many 
of his enterprises was his brother, Lewis H., who 
served throughout the Civil war in the Federal 
army. Fora wife Isaac Wikoff chose Miss Har- 
riet Ireland, a native of South Bend, Ind., and 
her father, Pleasant Ireland, of English descent, 
was born in the same part of the Hoosier state. 
He originally was a farmer, but later was the 
owner of a hotel at Michigan City, Ind., and 
subsequently became an extensive land-holder in 
Illinois, owning over eighteen hundred acres in 
Marshall and Woodford counties. He was in his 
eightieth year when he was called to the better 
land. Isaac Wikoff and wife have lived in 
Winfield, Kans., for the past fourteen years, and 
two of their five children, a daughter and son, 
also reside there. The elder ‘daughter lives in 
Chicago, Ill., and Dr. C. H. Wikoff. next to the 
youngest son, lives in Stillwater, Okla. 

The birth of Frank J. Wikoff took place in 
Metamora, Ill, March. 27, 1867, and until he 
reached his twentieth vear he continued to dwell 
in that thriving place. He was graduated in the 
high school there, after which he attended the 
State University at Champaign, Ill., until his 
senior year. Then he accompanied his parents 
to Winfield, Kans., and a vear later entered the 
Cincinnati College of Law, where he was grad- 
uated in 1889, and admitted to the bars of Ohio 
and IXansas. 

Mr. Wikoff’s professional career and Okla- 
homa’s territorial government began at the same 
time, and year by year increasing aie Ragl has 
blessed them. As previously stated. the young 
man at once cast in his fortunes with Stillwater, 
and has served as city attorney and county attor- 
ney and as one of the pioneer judges of Payine 
county. To the last-named office he was ap- 
pointed by Governor Steele, under the laws ot 
Nebraska, but after the county was duly organ- 
ized Mr. Wikoff resigned, and later was ap- 
pointed county attorney by the same governor. 
In the fall of 1891 the Farmers & Merchants’ 
Bank of Stillwater was organized by Alexander 
Campbell and Mr. Wikoff and others, the latter 
becoming its cashier and continuing in that ca- 
pacity for six years, when he sold out, and, in 
company with H. E. Hand, founded the Citizens 
Bank. He was the cashier of this institution 
until June, 1900, when it was incorporated as the 
National Bank of Commerce, with a paid-up 
capital stock of $25,000. He was cashier of the 
concern until quite recently, when, for rest and 
improvement of health, he discontinued active 
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work and was made vice-president of the bank. 
This institution is meeting with the confidence 
and patronage of many representative firms and 
private citizens of this section. <A finely-ap- 
pointed modern bank building, at the corner of 
Main and Fighth streets, 25x100 feet, has re- 
cently been completed, capacious vaults and 
burglar-proof safes and deposit boxes having 
been arranged with due regard to the security of 
the banking interests of the public. The bank 
building is one of the finest in the territory and 
reflects | great credit upon the directors and offi- 
cials. 

Always active in the ranks of the Republican 
party, I. J. Wikoff was a member of the first 
territorial central committee, and gives his earn- 
est support to McKinley. He is a director in 
the Commercial Club of this city, belongs to the 
Territorial Bar Association and to the Territorial 
Bankers Association. He was secretary of the 

committee which played an active part in obtain- 

ing good railroad service through Stillwater and 
the county, and has used his influence for prog- 
ress in every direction. Under appointment of 
Governor Steele he served on the board of trus- 
tees of the Edmond Normal, aiding in the work 
of organizing the school and getting the building 
erected. In 1897 Governor Barnes appointed 
him a member of the board of regents of the 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, located 
at Stillwater, and in 1899 1e was elected to his 
present position, that of president of the board. 
His zeal and interest in this great ec lucational 
factor in the territory’s future prosperity has 
béen manifested in material w ays, and during his 
connection with the work the handsome and 
convenient Mechanical building, the Chemical 
laboratory and the Library building have been 
erected. 

Ten years ago the wedding of Mr. Wikoff and 
Miss Jennie Munhall, a pe ypular young lady in 
Stillwater society, was solemnized. She was 
born in Bloomington, Neb., and is a daughter of 
T. Munhall, who is a well-known real-estate busi- 
ness man of Stillwater. Two little daughiers 
bless the hearts and home of our subject and 
wife, their names ress respectively, Marguerite 
and Miriam. Mrs. Wi Se is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Churc 


ON? ft MoSTOVALLA) Themmanie: which 
heads this sketch, will be handed down in 
the territorial history of Oklahoma, for 

the gentleman who bears it took a very import- 
ant part in its formative period. Tis services 
on behalf of the people, when acting as a states- 
es Me the legislative halls of this future state, 

e long remembered, and especially 
a Ge ints of Cleveland county feel indebted to 
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him. Though he has almost arrived at the age 
of three-score and ten, given by the Hebrew 
songster of old as the allotted years of man, he 
yet enjoys strength of mind and body, and puts 
to shame many a man of half his age in the 
amount of active work which he carries on 
continually. 

One of the old and honored families of the 
“Old South,” the Stovalls originated in Wales 
many generations ago. Representatives of the 
family were eariy colonists of Virginia, and the 
ereat-grandfather of our subject fought for the 
infant republic in the war for independence 
About one hundred and ten years ago the Sto- 
valls took up their abode in the wilds ot 
Kentucky, whence some of the name came to 
the West. The birth of Jesse, grandfather of 
J. M. Stovall, occurred in Halifax county, in the 
Old Dominion, and from 1790 until his death 
he dwelt in the Blue Grass state. His son, 
William P., father of our subject, was born in 
Jessamine county, Ky., in 1797. For a period 
he lived in Tennessce, and in 1836 became a 
pioneer of Missouri. He died ¢ during the Civil 
war, in 1862, when in his sixty-sixth vear. His 
Wife, w pose maiden name was Polly McPheron, 
died when J. M. Stovall was an infant twelve 
davs old. Of her four other children only one 
survives, Jesse C., now a resident of California. 

J. M. Stovall was born in Franklin, county, 
Tenn., in 1831, and when five years old accom- 
panied his father to Carroll county, Mo., where 
he was reared. He experienced the many pri- 
vations and hardships of frontier life, for the 
country was very wild sixty or more vears ago, 
and for sixteen years he dwelt upon the paternal 
farm. Then, starting out in business on his 
own account, he improved and managed a farm 
in the same county, but when the Civil war came 
on lost about all of his possessions. He enlisted 
and served in General Price’s army, with the 
rank of first heutenant until he was captured 
by the Federal forces, which event took pla 
in his own, Carroll, county. Resuming his in- 
terrupted agricultural labors at the close of the 
war, Mr. Stovall proceeded to improve another 
Carroll county farm, and resided thereon until 
1881, owning two hundred and forty 
During the ensuing years he was occupied in 
the cattle business in the Chickasaw Nation, 
owning several hundred head of stock and 
mecting with fair success in the enterprise. 

On that famous day, April 22, 1889, Mr. 
Stovall, with his three made the race for 
Oklahoma homesteads, and all were fortunate, 
for they secured good property, their claims 


acres. 


SONS, 


adjoining, Our subject, with characteristic 
energy, at once began making provements 
upon his place, building a house that autumn 
An orchard, « covering four acres, and a good 
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vineyard, soon were in bearing condition, and 
the fertile soil produced abundant harvests each 
season. A beautiful grove of forest trees sur- 
rounds the house, two large wells afford an 
abundance of water, and substantial farm build- 
ings bespeak the enterprise of the owner. He 
carries on general farming and_ stock-raising, 
keeping a good grade of horses, cattle and hogs. 

Always active in the interests of the Demo- 
cratic party, Mr. Stovall was chosen to represent 
the people of his district in the first general 
assembly of Oklahoma. He was elected to the 
legislature again in 1892, and in 1896, and thus 
served in that honorable body for three terms, 
or for six years. In company with Mr. Wagner, 
he introduced the bill which located the state 
university at Norman, and was a member of 
the commission which established the agricul- 
tural college at Stillwater. He also introduced 
the bill authorizing the building of the bridge 
between Purcell and Lexington,and was actively 
connected with many other important measures. 
Frequently he has attended congressional and 
territorial conventions as a delegate, and in 
every way manifests his great interest in. the 
success of his party. He belongs to Lexington 
Lodge No. 14, A. F.,&;A..M., and has taken 
the Royal Arch degree. He is past master 
of lodges in Carroll county, Mo., Purcell and 
Lexington, and has represented his home 
lodges in the grand lodges of Missouri and 
Oklahoma. 

In 1857, Mr. Stovall married, Mary E. Grow, 
and four children were born to this estimable 
couple. W. W. Stovall married Maude Har- 
wood, and has one son, Leslie. Presley J.. who 
married Miss Bover, lives in Lexington. Mettie 
is the wife of J. E. Shurley, of Purcell... Lycur- 
gus M., who served during the Snanish-A\meri- 
can war in Company D., Tenth United States 
Infantry regulars, and was slightly wounded at 
Santiago, now is connected with the quarter- 
master’s department of our government in 
Santa, Clara,, Cuba. 


RED STRUBE. Under the capable man- 

agement ,of, Mr. Strube,, the . Shawnee 

Saddle Company has been enabled to 
realize a season of uninterrupted prosperity, 
quite in keeping with its position as the pioneer 
in its special line, and with its substantial char- 
acter as one of the commercial forces in the 
growth of the town. For a time after coming to 
Shawnee, Mr. Strube conducted his affairs in 
partnership with M: Ie. Weller, a half-brother, 
and they started a shop on Broadway. The 
rapid increase of population, and the consequent 
demand for the reliable ¢ furnished by 
them, necessitated the removal to more com- 
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modious quarters, and in 1896 they located on 
the present site, No. 109 Main street, in a build- 
ing 25x90 feet in dimensions. Flere they manu- 
factured all manner of leather goods, including 
harness, saddles, whips, collars, bridles, buggies. 
and trimmings, as well as sporting goods and 
ammunition. In January of 1900 Myr. Strube 
bought out Mr. Keller, and has since conducted 
the business as sole manager and_proprictor. 
He has worked up the largest trade in the 
county, and possibly in the territory, and by his 
upright and conscientious business methods, 
has won the confidence and esteem of all who 
realize that he is the embodiment of concen- 
trated and well applicd western enterprise. 
Of German descent, Mr. Strube was born 
January 23, 1869, at Shreveport, La. His pater- 
nal grandfather was born in Saxony, Germany, 
and upon coming to the United States identified 
himself with the early pioneer days of Milwau- 
kee, Wis. He was a tinner by occupation, and 
was well-to-do. His demise was sudden and 
unexpected, and was the result of contracting 
the cholera. His wife died soon afterward. His 
son, William, the father of Fred Strube, was a 
tinner by trade, and came to America with a 
brother, and settled in Louisiana, where he 
applied his trade in Shreveport. Later he 
engaged in the mercantile business until 1887. 
when he located in Wichita Falls, Tex., and 
entered the employ of Keller & Durrett, return- 
ing to Shreveport in 1897. His wife, Margaret 
\nippe, was born in Germany in the Rhine Prov- 
ince, and her parents died in the fatherland 
when over eightv years of age. By a former 
union with Mr. Keller, Mrs. Strube became the 
mother of three sons and one daughter, William, 
Tonv,: Johnj;vandi (Mrs. Lilliam Storer... To Mr: 
and Mrs. Strube were born three children: Her- 
man, who is a barber in Shreveport, La.; Fred, 
in the harness and leather business in Shawnee ; 
and Henry, who is a bookkeeper for Goldstein, 
Mavberry & Co., and resides in Shreveport. 
When sixteen vears of age, Fred Strube, hav- 
ing derived a good education in the public 
schools of his native town of Shreveport, re- 
moved in 1886 to Wichita Falls, Tex., where he 
served an apprenticeship to a harness maker. 
and subsequently worked at his trade off and 
on until 1895, when he availed himself of the 
possibilities of Oklahoma. In Shawnee he has 
been identified with the element that makes 
for growth and progress, and is ably assisted in 
the carrying out of bis enterprises by a fortunate 
tact and good fellowship which has won him 
an enviable popularity. As a Democrat he has 
served as councilman for one term from the 
First ward. and is one of the charter members 
of the Shawnee Club. Fraternally he is asso- 
clated with the Ancient Order of United Work- 
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men, of which he is financier, and with the 
Knights of Pythias, of which he is Past Chan- 
cellor. He is a member of the Presbyterian 
Church. The marriage of Mr. Strube and Fred- 
die M. Kohler occurred in Fort Worth, Tex. 
Mrs. Strube is a daughter of Fred Kohler, a 
merchant tailor by occupation. Of this union 
there is one daughter, Thelma. 


PoOLIAM S$; TRAYLOR. - ‘For ‘a quarter 
of a century Mr. Traylor has dwelt in 
this portion of the United States, and, 
in consequence, has experienced the hardships 
of frontier life. Within his recollection, won- 
derful changes have come to pass in lands which 
were almost uninhabited when he first beheld 
the territory, and the genius and enterprise of 
the citizens of Oklahoma have accomplished 
more within the past decade than was even 
dreamed of during the first period of his rest- 
dence here. In this great work of progress he 
has performed his full share, and is entitled to 
be called one of the founders of Oklahoma. 
Born in Jackson county, Ga., William S. 
Traylor is of English and MHolland-Dutch 
descent on the paternal side. His father, George 
W. Traylor, spent his life in Georgia and Ala- 
bama, and, during his active vears followed 
the trade of a blacksmith and also carried on 
a farm. His life almost spanned a century of 
our country’s history, lacking but one decade. 
His wife, the mother of our subject, bore the 
maiden*name of Nancy Little, and her father, Jo- 
seph Little, was a representative of one of the 
early colonial families of Virginia, of German 
origin. Light children were born to G. W. Tray- 
lor and wife, and five of the number survive at 
this writing. 
William S. Traylor was reared chiefly in Ala- 
bama, and in his youth learned the blacksmith’s 
trade with his father. While three of his broth- 
ers were serving in the Confederate army, he 
manifested his devotion to the cause by manu- 
facturing guns for his comrades. He contin- 
ued to follow the trade more or less until 
he came sto the West: in’ -1876.4 Komathe 
ensuing thirteen vears he was occupied in 
sencral “farmme ) near Pauls: Valley; an the 
Chickasaw Nation, I. T.. and then removed to 
the vicinitv of Pureell, where he remained until 
the opening of Oklahoma. Making the race, he 
secured a claim near Noble, but abandoning it, 
came to his present location, buying the place, 
which was being contested. In a humble way, 
he commenced making improvements on the 
property, and, as success blessed him, kept add- 
ing to the conveniences. To-day substantial 
farm buildings are to be seen here, a fine or- 
chard, with a wide varicty of fruits, and many 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


other valuable improvements. The owner raises 
a general line of cereals and devotes some atten- 
tion to the raising of live stock. 

Self-made and self-educated, 
serves great credit for the success he has 
achieved in the battle of life. NKind-hearted and 
liberal, he takes pleasure in assisting the poor 
and needy, and is respected by all who know 
him. In his political affiliations he is a Demo- 
crat, and fraternally is a Mason, connected with 
the Lexington Lodge. 

In 1900 William od Traylor and wife, form- 
erly Miss Mary Nealey, celebrated their half- 
century of married life. Four of their children 
survive, namely: Joseph H., who has been en- 

gaged in railroading and now lives in Mexico: 
Frances, wife of Mace Pugh; Nancy, wife of 
L. C. Wantland; and Sallie Lee, wife of Adolph 
Thill. Seven other children of this worthy 
couple lived to maturity, but, one by one, have 
been called to the better land. Four grand- 
children, now living with their erandparents, 
were educated by t the latter, who provided their 
own children, also, with as excellent school ad- 
vantages as lay within their power. 


Mr. Traylor de- 


A. THOMPSON. A pioneer business 

man of Shawnee, Mr. Thompson has 

been an influential factor in its progress, 
and by his characteristic eastern enterprise has 
fostered many substantial local industries and 
public improvements. As a town is ranked ac- 
cording to the standing of its leading business 
men, he has contributed, indirectly as well as 
directly, to the prosperity of his chosen place 
of abode. In political circles, he is an ardent 
defender of the Repubiican platform and policy. 
and makes a point of attending county and terri- 
torial conventions of the party. For two years 
he served as a member of the city council « 
Shawnee 

On both sides of the family, Mr. Thompson 
is descended from good old New Eneland stock. 
His parents, Conklin and Jane E. (Powers) 
Thompson, were natives of Wayne county, 
N.Y. The father, who followed agricultural pur- 
suits for several years, later conducted a livers 
business in Clyde, N. Y., until his death, in 
1869. In the following year, his widow and 
children removed to the vicinity of Addison, 
Hillsdale county, Mich., and now the family re- 
side in Shawnee. The only daughter, Fstella, 
is the wife of Waldo Thorn, of this place. 
L. A. Thompson was born in the village ot 


Clyde, N. Y., November 14, 1857, and spent 
about twelve vears of his life there. Then, go- 


ing to Michigan, he received a public school 
education, completing his high school course 1 
Hillsdale. When about sixteen years 


’ 


of age 





ath 
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he Iearned the butcher's business, and soon em- 
barked in an enterprise of his own at Iillsdale 
Later he conducted a market at Pittsford, 
Mich., for several years, and in 1892 decided to 
try his fortunes in the West. Locating in 
Hazard, Neb., he commenced dealing in live 
stock and grain, shipping extensively to Omaha. 
In November r, 1894, he came to Shaw nee, and 
was one of the first to embark in business in the 
new town. In the following spring he built a 
store, and therein opened the second meat- 
market in the place, his predecessor having 
been in business for a month. Fle now is the 
pioneer merchant in his line here, for the other 
‘sought employment elsewhere. The firm was 
Thompson & Thorn for some time, after which 
our subject was alone for a period. In the 
spring of 1899 he has been a‘member of the firm 
of Colvard & Thompson, and in November of 
the year mentioned the store was established at 
the corner of Main and Beard streets. A fine 
line of meats and supplies are eee? and the best 
local patronage is bestowed upon the firm. 

The marriage of Mr. Thompson and Miss D. 
J. Foster was celebrated in Hillsdale, Mich., 
seventeen years ago. She is a native of that 
state, where she ohtained a liberal education. 
She presides over the household affairs of the 
pretty modern residence which her ivishatad 
erected here in 1895, and is an active member 
of the Presbyterian Church of this place. Do- 
mestic in his tastes, he rarely is absent from 
home during his leisure time, though he oc- 
casionally attends the sessions of his lodge of 
the Ancient Order of United Workmen. 


LFRED‘SYLVESTER S 

In tracing the history 

Sampson, the fact, so often emphasized in 
America, is again seen, that in this republic a 
young man may rise to almost any goal which 
he sets before him, however poor and limited 
his advantages may be. Determination and per- 
severance in his chosen task were the scle secrets 
of Dr. Sampson’s success, and he is deserving of 
great credit. 

This representative citizen of Earlsboro, Pot- 
tawatomie county, was born July 1, 1848, in Car- 
roll county, Tenn., and was reared on a farm sit- 
uated in the valley of the Mississippi river. His 
parents were James W. and Julia A. (Alerritt) 
Sampson, who were unable to give their children 
many advantages in the unsettled period prior 
to and during the Civil war. In fact, Dr. Samp- 
son barely knew the multiplication table when he 
had arrived at his majority, his progress in other 
studies being proportionate. Ife had worked 
hard on the home farm, and, needless to say, the 
public schools of his locality were almost use- 
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less at that time. In 1869 he removed to Arkan- 


sas and carried on a farm near Fort Smith 
for a number of years. Becoming con- 
vinced that a better education was desira- 


ble, he commenced studying by himself, and 
at length took up medical works, systematically 
preparing himself for the profession which .he 
set as his goal. That he was thorough, may be 
seen from the fact that though he was self- 
educated, he was given a certificate entitling 
him to practice. when, according to the law in 
Arkansas, he submitted to an examination. Tor 
nine vears he continued his work as a physician 
and surgeon near Fort Smith, before he went to 
college, and it was not until the winter of 1896-97 
that he pursued a course in the Louisville (Ky.) 
Medical College. In 1888 he had located at 
McGee, I. T., and in January, 1898, came to 
Earlsboro, where he has built up a large and 
paving practice. 

June 28, 1874, the marriage of the doctor and 
Augusta A. Jones, a daughter of Joseph and 
Margaret (Delanghter) Jones, was solemnized. 
She is a native-of Wichita county, Ark., and by 
her marriage is the mother of five children, 
namely: Gus, who is a farmer of the Indian 
Territory, his home being near McGee; George 
V., who is employed as an engineer at South 
McAlester, I. T.; James, who is assisting his 
father; and Minnie Belle and Ida May, who are 
at home. 

Both the doctor and wife have been identified 
with the Methodist Episcopal Church since 
che Idhood. He has been an active worker in 

the Sunday-school of his own denomination, 
and also in those of the Baptist and Christian 
Churches, for he is not a narrow sectarian, be- 
lieving, rather, in doing good wherever an op- 
portunity presents itself. In politics he is a 
Democrat. 4 fraternally is a member of the Ma- 
sonic lodge at McGee. In 1887 he was initiated 
into the ue in. Scott county, Ark., and later 
was transferred to Edna Lodge, of Fort Smith, 

A\th.jwwhere: he served).as,.master,: and) repre- 
sented the lodge in the grand lodge of the 
state. 


AMES TREASTER, a veteran of the Civili 

war,;, and a respected citizen of Payne 

county, was born in Pennsylvania in 1843, 
a son of Jacob and Alargaret., Treaster, like+ 
wiser natives of the JNevstone: state; | .Hie, was 
reared asa ake and received a district schoo! 
education, stich as country lads obtained about 
half a century ago, in that section of the Union. 
When the Civil war came on three of the sons 
of Jacob Treaster volunteered in the defense ot 
the Union, and all survived that terrible eee 
in our country’s history. Lewis and William 
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and James, the sons mentioned, were in Penn- 
sylvania regiments, the latter being a private 
of Company E E, One Hundred and Thirty-sev- 
enth Volunteer Infantry, and after nine months 
of hard campaigning, in 1862, was honorably 
discharged, on account of sickness, at Harris- 
burg, Pa. 

Resuming his interrupted labors, as soon as 
he had sufficiently recovered, James Treaster 
continued to carry on farms in his native state 
until after the opening of this territory. In No- 
vember, 1889, he came to Okl ahoma, and 
bought a homestead in Elm Grove township, 
Payne county, for his daughter, Anna. In the 
following year he purchased a quarter section of 
land in section 35, township 18, range 2, for 
himself, and has operated this place ever since, 
planting a good orchard, building a house ana 
barns, and making other needed impr ovements. 

Mr. Treaster was the supervisor of his town- 
ship for four years, and always has been deeply 
concerned in all local improvements benefiting 
the public. From the time that he first enjoyed 
the right of franchise he has loyally given his 
support to the Republican party in national af- 
fairs. He assisted in organizing the Grand 
Army Post ‘at Perkins, and retains a warm in- 
terest in his comrades of the Federal army. 

In 1868 Mr. Treaster married Jennie Poor- 
man, daughter of John and Mary Poorman, of 
Pennsylvania, Five ae all of whom sur- 
vive, as follows, Anna, Ella, G. Mav, Verna, 
Ida, were born to them, and in 1876 the devoted 
mother was summoned to the better land. In 

1878 Mr. Treaster married Rachel Ellison, who 
died two years later, and for fifteen vears our 
. subject remained a widower. Five vears ago he 
installed as the mistress of his home. and the 
sharer of his joys and sorrows, Mrs. Josie Cole, 
a widow from Guthrie, Oklahoma. The cere- 
mony which united their destinies took plac 
November 14, 1895, and they now have i 
little daughters, Hazel and Zella 


J OHN W. LEA, who is becoming known, 
far and wide, as a successful, practical fruit- 
grower, owns a valuable homestead in sec- 
tion 13, Crutcho township, Oklahoma county. 
Within a few years he has made wonderful 
progress in his chosen work, and has demon- 
strated, beyond question, the adaptability ofthe 
soil of this region for fruit culture. 

Our subject is a son of George Lea, the 
nephewof the John W. Lee known throughout the 
civilized world as a member of the firm of Lea 
& Perrins, who founded the immense establish- 
ment in Worcestershire, England, where the 
celebrated Worcestershire sauce is manufac- 
tured, Thomas Lea, paternal grandfather of 
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our subject, in early manhood was the propri- 
etor of a line of mail coaches which ran from 
London to Oxford, and later in life he went to 
Sydney, New South Wales, where he engage 
in mercantile pursuits until his death. His son, 
George Lea, was engaged in the manufacture of 
needles in Redditch, Worcestershire, England, 
where a large proportion of the fine needles 
used in the “world are made, even in this day. 
For a wife he chose Elizabeth Ladberey, who 
was one of sixteen children, and became the 
mother of eleven children. 

The only one of the Lea family in America is 
John W. of this sketch, who was born in the 
town of Redditch, England, and there spent his 
boyhood. In 1869 he crossed the Atlantic ocean 
and soon located in Troutdale, N. J., where he 
was employed in tlre fish hatchery establishment 
and was associated with Dr. Slack, fish com- 
missioner of New Jersey. At the end of a year 
he went to Washington, and became a fireman 
on the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Rail- 

oad, running from Port Morris to Washington. 
Te 1877 he left that position in order to see 
sotething of the West, and, going to Osawa- 
tomie, Kans., he took a place as assistant en- 
gineer of the insane asylum, and served in that 
institution for six yeats. 

In the meantime Mr. Lea invested some of 
his means in a tract of land situated in Franklin 
county, Kans., and in 1883 he went to Topeka, 
Kans., where he worked in the shops of the 
Santa Fe Railroad, manufacturing air-brakes. 
He was occupied in this line of business for ten 
years, but when’Okiahoma was declared open to 
the white settlers he tried to secure a good tract 
of land, and, failing, resumed his former pur- 
suit. In March, 1890, his family came here, 
however, and settled upon their present home 
place, while he continued to earn the funds to 
make necessary improvements. Since 1893 he 
has dwelt here and given his entire attention to 
the improvement of the place. Fifty acres have 
been placed under cultivation and twelve acres 
have been pianted with a fine variety of fruits. 
including peach, apple and apricot trees, am| 

grapes. Mr. Lea’s five-acre vineyard preduces 
about fifteen tons of grapes, chiefly of the 
“Wonder” variety, and a ready sale is found for 
them in the markets. Every vear he makes in- 
novations in fruit culture, and his irrigation 
system for the orchard is a marked success. 

In all of his joys and sorrows Mr. Lea has 
found a true helpmate in his wife, formerly 
Sarah Dolan, of Warwickshire, England. Thes 
vere married in 1862 and came to the United 
States together. Their elder child, Mark A.. 2 
present is emploved as an engineer on the 
Southern Nansas Railroad. The daughter, Jev 
nie, is the wife of AMfark S. Waiver. Air. and 
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Mrs. Lea are liberal in their creed religiously, 
and are interested in all worthy undertakings 
and enterprises calculated to elevate and aid 
humanity. Mr. Lea is identified with the 
Knights of Pythias, his membership being with 
the Paola (Kans.) Lodge. 


W. MILLS, born in Miami county, Ohio, 
J October 15, 1822, came to Kingfisher at 

the opening of Oklahomia, and, beginning 
April 27, 1889, served for five years as post- 
master of Kingfisher. Since then he has given 
his attention to improving his farm, two miles 
north of the city, and comprising three hundted 
and twenty acres. He has an “orchard of five 
hundred trees and a vineyard of five hundred 
vines. October (23, 1878, he was married at 
Greensburg, Ind.,'to’ Mrs: Sarah M. Parker, 
daughter of Hon. Samuel Bryan, of that place. 


It is given to few to be 
successful hotel men. Such an one is Mr. 
Youst. It is also frequently asserted that 

the public hosts to traveling humaniiy are to 
the calling born, and are never the result of 
cultivation or training. Be that as it may, and 
however difficult of definition are the requisites 
which enter into his composition, we know him 
when we see him, and we know him when we 
are under his roof and don’t see him. He is a 
benefactor to irritated and jaded trayelers, and 
deserves a medal for knowing how to philo- 
sophically bear through life. We admire him 
for his suavity, unfailing good humor, enormous 
amount of tact, intricate knowledge of the queer 
workings of human nature when on the move 
or when trying to get their money’s worth, and 
for the prevailing air of comfortable luxury 
which he infuses into the surroundings of his 
hostelry. An hotel in a new and promising 
town has much to do with the general tone anc 
standing of the place, and may be a detriment, 
in the same proportion as it may be a drawing 
card for the trade and patronage, not only from 
the immediate locality, but from the surround- 
ing towns for miles around. A Sunday spent 
amid congenial surroundings is a fair equivalent 
for a dreary railroad journey. The whole town 
is therefore dependent upon mine genial host, 
the far-sighted innkeeper. 

A native ‘of Jo Daviess county, Tll.., near 
Council Hill, Mr. Youst was born April 10, 
1859. His ancestry is Swiss, the father, George 
Youst, having been born in Switzerland, where 
he was reared and educated. In 1842 he crossed 
the seas and upon arriving in America, located 
in IHinois, near Council Hill, where he engaged 
in lead mining on his farm. He terminated his 


OHN*YOUST. 


useful and enterprising life in 1896, at the age 
of eighty-four years. The mother of Mr. Youst. 
Anna, by name, was also a native of Switzerland, 
and died at the age of sixty-four years. 

When a very young boy John Youst became 
familiar with agricultural pursuits, and worked 
in his father’s mines. He also attended the 
public schools until eighteen years of age. He 
was an ambitious lad, and upon starting out in 
the world for himself began to farm in. Illinois, 
and afterwards continued the same occupation 
in Grant county, Wis. A later venture was an 
interest -in the livery business in Dubuque, Ia. 
Following this he lived in LaFayette county, 
Wis., at Belmont, where he was engaged in the 
hotel business, and was fairly successful. 

In 1803 Mr. Youst took advantage of the 
possibilities in the newly opened strip, and lo- 

cated in Stillwater. He at once began the erec- 
tion of a part of the Youst hotel, which at the 
time measured 50x70 feet in dimensions, and 
which in 1899 was enlarged to its present pro- 
portions. It is now 52x120 feet. the largest 
building in the city, and one of the largest in 
the territory. Its furnishings and management 
are in every way a credit to the town, and the 
popularity of the proprietor is a foregone con- 
clusion. 

In Fairplay, Wis., Mr. Youst married Emma 
Bradwell, born in Grant county. Of this union 
there are two children, John and Cuthbert. In 
politics a Democrat, Mr. Youst has been prom- 
inently identified with the issues of his party, 
and has served as a councilman from the First 
ward for one term, and as mayor of the town 
for the same length of time. He has also been 
a county committeeman. He is a charter mem- 
ber of the Commercial Club. 


G. ADKISON. The early years of the 
life of Mr. Adkison were spent on his 


father’s farm in Warren county, Ill., where 
heiwas ott December 25, 1859. His father, 
George W. Adkison, was of English descent, 


and an early settler in Warren county. During 
the vears of his activity he was a prominent agri- 
aalleinict: and upon leaving Warren county, went 
to Mason county, Ill., thence, in 1869, to Craw- 
ford county, Kans., later going to Washirgton, 
Washington county, where he died. The 
mother, Euphemia A. (Gardner) Adkison, was 
a native of Ohio, and a daughter of Truman 
Gardner, who removed from) Ohio to Illinois, 
where he was a farmer in Logan county. Mrs. 
Adkison is now residing in Logan county, Okla. 
The youngest son, James W.., is a traveling sales- 
man, with headquarters in Perry. 

When sixteen years of age, T. G. Adkison 
started out in the world for himself, and went 
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to Joplin, Mo., where he engaged in mining 
until 1870. He then undertook an adventurous 
journey, and crossed the plains to Leadville, 
driving a team of horses the entire way. After 
prospecting for about four years, he went to 
Glenwood Springs, Colo., and engaged in ranch- 
ing and in the livery business for four years. 
In 1887 he removed to Washington county, 
Kans., where he was interested in zeneral farm- 
ing until September of 1893, when, upon making 
the run into the territory, he located a claim on 
Red Rock river, Red Rock township, Noble 
county. Six weeks later this claim was dist osed 
of, and the owner thereof took up his permanent 
residence in Perry. 

As a wholesale and retail grocery merciant, 
Mr. Adkison has been remarkably successful. 
He started the enterprise in May of 1894, on C 
street, and in the fall of 1894 bought the prop- 
erty which he has since owned. There are two 
adjoining stores, and the dimensions of tne same 
are 25x60 feet, with a wareroom 24x60 fect. Mr. 
Adkison is the oldest merchant in the town, and 
his upright methods of conducting business and 
his known reliability have secured for him the 
confidence of the entire commuuity. He is 
interested in all -that pertains to the upbuild- 
ing of his locality, and ready to lend a helping 
hand when the occasion demands. 

In Washington county, Kans., oecurred the 
marriage of Mr. Adkison and Frances Annie 
Hawk, a native of Iowa. In politics Mr. Adki- 
son is affiliated with the Democratic party, but 
holds very liberal views regarding the politics 
of the administration. He is a member Of the 
Commercial Club. 


ILLIAM EY BERRY:. Jlonge. before the 
present prosperity of Stillwater was even 
dimly outlined in the minds of men, the 

name of William E. Berry was linked with the 
primitive conditions enjoyed by few but the 
Tn this locality of plenty and 
resource he used to shoot the deer and other 
aninals, and for vears, while in the cattle busi- 
ness, made his headquarters at the mouth of 
Stillwater creek, on the Cimarron river. Through 
the varied transitions incident to the founding 
and building of cities, he has left the impress of 
his strong and reliable personality upon its en- 
terprises and institutions, and is now ayailing 
himself of a well-earned respite from active par- 
ticipation in business ae 

Of interest always are the early incidents and 
stepping stones of all w aha challenge our appre- 


ciation of the worthiness of their lives. Of Eng- 
lish-F'rench descent, Mr. Berry was born in 
Whitley county, Ky., March 20, 1844, and is son 


to Thomas N. and Juliet S. (King) Berry, Tis 
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-months and fourteen days. 


grandfather, John Berry, who came from Ene- 
land, was a great hunter, and in his old age often 
showed his grandson where he killed bear in 
abundance. Vhe grandfather King was born in 
Virginia, his forefathers having emigrated from 
France. He settled in Whitley county, Ky., near 
John Berry. Thomas Berry is fondly cherished 
in the memory of his son, William, and his iife 
and attainments were such as to win the com- 
mendation of all who knew him. He was a far- 
mer, blacksmith and wagon-maker, and was 
gifted with the talent of knowing how to grasp 
an opportunity and turn it to the best possible 
account. He was born, lived and died within a 
radius of two miles in Whitley county, and at the 
time of his demise was the possessor of one thou- 
and and five hundred acres of land. He reared 
a family of nine children, six sons and three 
daughters, of whom William was the oldest. 
Upon the family homestead this son spent the 
first seventeen years of his life, and, while receiv- 
ing excellent agricultural advantages, was some- 
what hampered as to the opportunities of ac- 
quiring an education. The first happening of 
importance in his life was the breaking out of the 
war, at which time, in 1861, he enlisted in the 
Federal army in Company F, Sixteenth Ken- 
tucky Infantry, and served for four years, six 
He participated in 
the battles of Resaca, Pine Mountain, Atlanta, 
Franklin and Nashville, and was discharged in 
North Carolina July 15, 1865. 

Aiter the restoration of peace Mr. Berry re- 
turned to his home in as county, Ky., and 
remained for two years. February 17, 1870, he 
was united in marriage ‘with Martha M. Brow n, 
daughter of P. and Marv (Perkins) Brown, 
and during the following year migrated to the 
west and settled near Oak Grove, Jackson 
county, Mo. There he bought a farm and en- 
gaged in general farming until 1882, when he 
sold out, and-purchased another farm in Sumner 
county, Kans. After a time he left this farm to 
the management of his sons, and, in company 
with a brother, came to the vicinity of Stillwater, 
then the undisputed possession of the Indians, 

and engaged in the stock business. At the open- 
ing of the territory in 1889 these two enterprising 
stockmen had accumulated worldly goods to the 
amount of two thousand head of cattle and three 
hundred horses and mules, which they found a 
ready market for after the people began to pour 
into the territory from all directions. 

Upon permanently locating where Stillwater 
now stands, Mr. Berry was made one of the 
town-site company, and was among the first to 
build here: Later he became a director of tlie 
first bank in the town, known as the Farmers 
and Merchants’ Bank. but after a time sold lis in- 
terest. Ife is now vice-president of the Stiliwater 
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National Bank,also vice-president of the Eastern 
Bank of Oklahoma, at Ralston, and a director of 
the First State Bank of Perkins, Okla. Although 
of late years interested in matters pertaining 
more directly to the city and its institutions, Mr. 
Berry has never relinquished his interest in farm- 
ing and stock-raising, and still owns seven hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land in the teriitory, 
and one hundred and sixty acres in Summer 
county, Kans. 

In political affiliation Mr. Berry is a firm be- 
lever in the principles upon which the Deino- 
cratic party is founded. Mrs. Berry is an active 
worker in the Methodist Episcopal Church. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Berry have been born five chil- 
dren: Sarah J. is the wife of E. C. Mullendore, 
of Payne county; Thomas N. is a farmer in 
Payne county; Dora is now Mrs. O. Goodson, 
of Kay county, Okla.; James E. is at home; 
Bessie L. died at the age of eleven years and 
three months, and is buried at Stillwater. 


W. SWOPE. As a member of the original 

town site company, as the organizer of 

the first bank started in Stillwater, and 
as one of the sttccessful general merchants in 
the embryo days of the town, Mr. Swope ts en- 
titled to the appreciation and esteem which he 
is readily accorded from his fellow-townsmen. 
As an all-around representative citizen, with a 
substantial and oft-evinced interest in the affairs 
of his locality, he is equally prized. 

Of the nine children in the family of which 
Mr. Swope is a member, six are now living. 
Two of his brothers, Alfred and Allison, fought 
with courage and distinction during the Civil 
war, and lost their lives for their country’s sake. 
The former enlisted in the Forty-nintu Pennsvl- 
vania Regiment, and the latter in the Fifty-third 
Regiment of the same state. A. W. Swope was 
born in Huntingdon county, Pa., August 28, 
1843, and his father, Moses, was also born in the 
Quaker state, and died there at the age of sev- 
enty-three years. The mother, Susan L., died 
in, Pennsylvania. 

On his father’s farm A. W. Swope was reared 
to agricultural pursuits, and received an excel- 
lent education in the public schools. In 1862 
he began a practical application of his knowl- 
edge, and taught school for a year. In 1863 he 
volunteered in Company A, Twenty-second 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, at Huntingdon, and for 
six months the company fought along Shenan- 
doah valley, and were mustered out in February, 
1864, at Harrisburg. In April of 1864 he re- 
enlisted at Holliday sburg, Pa., for three vears, 
in Battery G, First Pennsylvania Light Artillery 
and served until June 29; 1865. He was dis- 
charged at Philadelphia. He saw service at Point 


gk gor 


of Rocks, Maryland Heights and Harper’s 
Ferry, and after Lincoln’s assassination was sent 
to the fort on the Potomac, and brought back 
to Philadelphia.- 

Upon returning to his former home, after 
the war, Mr. Swope ran the farm until 1866, and 
in the spring removed to Bedford county, Pa., 
where he engaged in the general merchandise 
business until 1872. He then went to Orbi- 
sonia, Pa., and continued his merchandise busi- 
ness. He became prominent in the community 
and was elected county treasurer on the Demo- 
cratic ticket, with a majority of two hundred 
and nine votes. This responsible position was 
sustained by Mr. Swope for three years. In Feb- 
ruary, 1888, he settled in Winfield, Kans., and 
became interested in the banking business, as 
cashier of the Citizens Bank of Winfield, and in 
January of 1890 sold out his interest and came 
to Stillwater. Since June of 1889 he has been 
interested in the fortunes of Stillwater, being a 
member of the original town site company. In 
company with T. W. Myron, he started the first 
bank in Stillwater, called the Citizens Bank of 
Stillwater, and for four months was cashier of 
the same, after which he sold out and engaged in 
the general merchandise business. In 1893 he 
located his claim nine miles northeast of Pea 
in Noble county, where he farmed and raised 
stock. This farm was sold in 1899, and he per- 
manently located in Stillwater, and, in partner- 
ship with J. R. Clark, started a real-estate, loan, 
abstract and insurance business. The firm does 

a large business, and handles nearly ali the addi- 
be in the city, as well as farm lands. Mr. 
Swope personally handles the real-estate part 

In Bedford county, Pa. Mr. Swope married 
Emma Horton, a native of Pennsylvania. Of 
this union there are three children living: George 
A., a graduate of the Iron City College, of Pitts- 
bure, Pa., is rate clerk for the Choctaw Railroad 
Company at Little Rock, Ark.; James.H. is em- 
ployed in the Gazette printing office at Still- 
water; and Emma H. is a Spacuate of the Agri- 
cultural and Mechanical College. Mrs. Swope is 
a daughter of Thomas me a prominent 
farmer in Pennsylvania, and an ex-member of 
the Pennsylvania legislature. Her great-grand- 
father White was a member of the Boston tea 
party and served in the Revolutionary war. 

As a Democratic citizen, Mr. Swope has 
played a conspicuous part, and was a delegate. 
to the national convention at Kansas City in 
1900. He was mayor of Stillwater in 1890 for 
one term, and was secretary and clerk of the 
school board until his removal to the country. 
In 1900 he was elected councilman of the second 
ward, and served as chairman of the committee 
on police inspection. He was made a Mason 
in Bedford, Pa., and is charter member and 
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Past Master of the Lodge No. 6. He was made 
a Royal Arch Mason in Pennsylvania, and is also 
connected with St. John Commandery No. 4, 
ena. 





DMOND B. WEATHERLY. With keen 

foresight and confidence in the future of 

Enid, Mr. Weatherly located a claim ad- 
joining the city September 16, 1893, and was 
the tenth person to file claim at the Enid land 
office. Though he was one of the first to make 
improvements upon his property, and from that 
time until the present has expended large 
amounts of money and given the matter nearly 
his whole attention, he was obliged to-wage a 
long and severe fight for the ownership, as his 
claim was contested to the uttermost. He 
sturdily defended his own rights, and ultimately 
was victorious. Ranking high among the cit- 
izens of this place he has been activ vely asso- 
ciated with its upbuilding, and champions all 
modern improvements which he believes will 
be of permanent benefit to the community. 

Our subject’s father, Jesse Weatherly, was 
born «in Virginia, and was one of the early set- 
tlers of Owen county, Ind., where he developed 
a valuable farm. He died acs his son Edmond 
was only eight vears old, and the latter’s mother 
departed this life when the child was in his 
fourth year. She bore the maiden name of Har- 
riett Bowen, and Indiana was her birthplace. Her 
parents settled in that state upon their removal 
from Pennsylvania. The five sons and one 
daughter of Jesse and Harriett Weatherly veho 
survived are George M., who served in an 
Indiana regiment throughout the Civil War, 
and now is a farmer and stcck raiser cf Denton 
county, Tex.; Alexander, who also served in 
an Indiana regiment during the Reb ellion, and 
now lives in Wilton Junction, Towa, where he 
manages an electric light plant; Albert, who is 
engaged in the drug business at Harper, Kans., 
and also is interested in mills there; Charles W., 
a farmer of Hopkins, Mo.; Mrs. Caroline Rod- 
enck, a resident of “Terme Haute, Ind.. and 
Edmond B., of this sketch. By a second mar- 
riage Jesse Weatherly had two children—C. I’. 
and Clara, now residents of Chicago. 

Edmond Weatherly was born in Spencer, 
Ind., November 10, 1854, and from the time of 
his father’s death he has been dependent almost 
entirely upon his own resources. Until he was 


fourteen years, old he lived with farmers “in 
Indiana, and then went to Mlaryville, Ao., 
where he resided for three years. In the mean- 


time he had succeeded in obtaining a general 
knowledge of the elementary branches of learn- 
ing, and returning to his native place he entered 
the high school, where he was) graduated in 
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1876. He then entered the University of Ill- 
nois at Champaign, and continued in that 
institution until he reached his sophomore year. 
H[e deserves great credit for his perseverance 
in the task of acquiring an education, for he had 
no outside assistance. For seven years he was 
occupied in teaching in the district and graded 
schools of Champaign county, two years being 
connected with the St. Joseph school in the 
capacity of principal. 

In 1883 Mr. Weatherly came to the west and 
for ten years was engaged in the drug business 
at Harper, Kans. He-was successful in that 
enterprise, but decided to settle permanently in 
Oklahoma, and coming to Enid September 16, 
1893, located his claim adjoining the corpora- 
tion. After placing his stake on the property 
he hurried to the land office, where he had 
papers made out, and, returning, immediately 
proceeded to make improvements on the prop- 
erty. First building a small house as a shelter 
he then broke ten acres of the prairie and 
engaged in farming on a small scale. Soon a 
three-wire fence was placed around his quarter 
section of land, and other improvements were 
made from time to time. Three months after 
taking possession of his land a contestant’s 
claim was filed, and after fighting the matter 
before the interior department commission, 
and even after receiving his patent to the land, 
his opponent carried the case to the district 
court, only to be defeated. For several years 
Mr. Weatherly met with success as an agri- 
culturist, and the phenomenal growth. of the 
city at last suggested to him the advisability of 
making an addition to the place. Accordingly, 
in March, 1899, he platted twenty-three acres, 
which is known as Weatherly’s Addition. 
Within the short period which has elapsed the 
property has sold at a rapid rate, only six lots 


now remaining, and substantial residences are 
being built by the score. Mr. Weatheriy is 
now laying out what is known as his second 


addition—a ae of thirty acr 
other and the old town site. This promises to 
be the finest residence portion of the city, and 
in addition to this he owns valuable business 
property near the center. 

For the past two years Mr. Weatherly has 
been engaged in’ buying oe shipping live 
stock to Kansas City and Wichita. On his own 
farm he makes a specialty of raising fine horses, | 
and at the head of his stable is the famous 
stallion Avignon, a Nutwood, probably one of 
the best trotting stallions in the territory, as 
he has ‘a record of 2:213.. Mr. Weatherly was 
one of the leaders in the organization of the 
Garfield County Fair Association, becoming a 
director of its original board and the tirst 
secretary of the same. Tle also is one of the 


es, adjoining the 








ue en pLAa AOT a 





inyie aes ws ale 
vt Hime tcl vate 


fywent prt io nqnetaond 
1 to alocetlya 


hay ss arte 


tyortie dqaeot 


nT yey ee enw ert hot ah 


is ee buts ve vosh 


“ehh NN wii off of hy haan pire 


gioid mend 





ry ha 


7 a 


pe 


_ + oe a 
m ro i 
Su 


iw slnavly 
| ob natn ets 


















































wre? i at veal 


| cil Ae a Hii 






ee) 
Pay 7 ung 
ais ie WW IRATTARYE + avowag 
1 uhh ne i! ayrbieey Lite sdgieotr Ma 
ely 6 }eraetol qhioilina vl aM bi 
ave batty (RORY (Da radinoiqe’ YO ee 
Pyeng, tain * oct ty inks off of mowed in 
oat ay wert orh to aio enya fqsod) 
folk ge bite. dateriorg ait nog ain grtsvoR 
sari boty and da | “oll, iim z 
abieal: mothe oe) hong bas } Cyan JO" wen 
q ue of hegida en fc nerineite on 
Hil iL, Oh Tie a! Wi Sil) YO)! rite il QTaVvoe, 


ra Ping alot re) Pal, bobrsloh ¥ 
Yi Ai yhiouies iigit-griblemdl  eveenags 
Oa ath itiay O ngod end ol sonty ait 
ti 219i Hage bia sanlblind ye ast itive a 
hn eval tort ibn avisnra Orga | at 
aie wit os Jiosed aie ae 
ay Nitta geval - votiar @ resident 
Las hits wit VO wid Rove DIth whey ny Gm 
ae wily anid UNLAT YP het ov prety now ‘to at 
rarticeateee Hive MA rein fel ib ne revved ote 
hl ey . me wei) Men, ek iV oto vier 
a he ean Ly oy mote oll ait) bot 
ya a AML shri nil) od Oe hee 
oh el hen Lita ee isthe Die NaN a i 
Fai sah copes A dyn tare deftly) ot belies an is" 
eT ot ninovivane st ie 
‘one th | ten eet: 1a 79, 
Lean me ah oy } rio on hy 
eee Gol ede nilanodhy Tonengane TT 
ee ioe ern oie ae won 
pool eal seo T 
Heit Se mal) peewee OR Dean RGIS 
pee to wennet te HVE tal pee 
Wid. eet wr ‘hy Ngo pie 
Fall ty irtenye ay ‘fy wel ty 





i 
rr 


vlan thy at holeyeid ei) 

(ith, akan Wik cD” At V4, ahh. 
vn bah muield otal lo SReDIeaT bp 
hry aw Vil Jaton ink Law! Vb 

he odie ‘ 

Lo he Shoo wed: wrt 

devil Tae ss ee it lvrrenee , 
aT AY tet Pe es Tenet La 
Weeds Lk eT ae pial an 10 ite wee eel yeah wtf 

i LT eer aT Ore ee 
a ane ithe ber Sil its id 8) 
ohh eye te ed Heeb nels teem 
1 OATE alt i eter) jane on Lroblewt oe 5 
‘Kievan wh Cenntethe plea wal Diet nig be toch or 
igen) ! Hi: elorterd| evrntsanele oil io 
acs th y ait wuely oven ORR ent } 
ia® Pntinanier Mie a mote base Nya 


Wy 











W. LL. WINN, M. D., 


Perry. 


———— 


a Lope Has perth 
Est yay) al 


qurea 


; 7 Hin - 


i 
Kemal aawtha 





PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


directors of the nid Investment Company, 
which he assisted in organizing. Vor the past 
four years he has served as a member of the 
board of education, and for a year acted in the 
capacity of president. He also is a charter 
member and one of the directors of the Com- 
mercial Club of Enid. When a resident. of 
Harper, Kans., he joined the Masonic Order, 
and after coming to this city he assisted in the 


formation of Enid Lodge, No. 19, of which he- 


is a charter member and the present master. 
H[1e has reached the Royal Arch degree in Ma- 
identified: with the 


sonry, and, besides, is 
Ancient Order of United Workmen. In his 
political creed, he is a stanch Republican. 

The marriage of Mr. Weatherly and “Miss 


Lucy E. Munger took place in Harper, Kans., 
in 1884. She was born near Montezuma, Iowa, 
and her father, Joseph Munger, who died in 
1898, was a leading citizen and banker’ of 
Harper. Mrs. W eatherly received an excellent 
education, completing her studies in the Uni- 
versity of Grinnell, lowa. Three daughters and 
three sons bless the union of our subject and 
wife, namely: Ethel, Irene, Edna, Joseph and 
Jesse (twins) and Newton. 


TELIAM *LEE WINN; M.)D. . What- 

ever may be said and believed, in gen- 

eral, in this democratic nation, about 
the minor importance of heredity, students of 
history know that most talents and tendencies. 
traits of character, as well as physical arid 
mental endowments, arethanded. down irom 
father to son. The sterling Scotch and English 
ancestors of the subject of this sketch were of 
the sturdy old Puritan order, intensely patrioti 


upright and inflexible on questions of principle. 
In the early part of the seventeenth century the 
founder of the Winn family in Virginia came to 

Sir Wilham 


America from his native Scotland. 
Wallace Winn is the present head of the old 
family in Scotland. 

A brother of the Virginian emigrant settled 


in Pennsylvania, and his descendants spelled 
their surname Wynne, .while the Southern 
branch always have adhered to the other stvle. 
The great-grandfather of the doctor, James 
ae was a commissioned officer in the Var 


of the Revolution, and in private life was a we 
to-do planter of the Old Dominion. The gran 
father of our subject was William Wian 
Was a prominent physician in Virginia, his na- 


tive state, until his death. Ilis wife was Mil- 
dred, a relative of Gen. Wade Hampton, who 
served in the War of 1812 with distinction : and 


ler unele was the first Gen, 
mf Revolutionary War fame. 


\ * 
ther very interesting data, 


Wade Eiomipton: 
iss ariel! aaatigh 
was obtained from 
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the third Gen. Wade Hampton, who now is 
four-score years old. The family has played an 
extremely important part in the history of the 
United States, was influential in the upbuilding 
of Virginia and South Carolina; the City of 
Winnsborough and the schools of that town 
were founded by ancestors. 

Dr. J._B..and Huldah <A. (Jones) “Winn, 
parents of our subject, were natives of Virginia 
and Howard county, Mo., respectively. The 
mother, who departed this life in the fall of 
1899, was a daughter of Dr. Jones, a pioneer 
physician ‘of. Howard county, Mo. For a 
wife he chose a Miss Patrick, a direct descend- 
ant of Bishop Patrick, of Ireland. Dr. J. B. 
Winn was graduated in the last class of medical 
students in the Transylvania University, at 
Lexington, Ky., in 1847, and the same year he 
established himself. in practice in Macon 
county, Mo., where for fifty-two years he 
has commanded a fine business. In the fall of 
189g he retired from active life, yet is hale and 
hearty in mind and body, and retains his 
genuine interest in the affairs of his own com- 
munity and the world in general. He is a 
Mason of the Knight Templar degree, and has 
long been connected with the Consistory. In 
religion, he is connected with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church’ “South.”''Eig¢ht’ of “his ten 
children grew to maturity and seven are yet 
left to him. 

The youngest of his family, Dr. W. L. Winn, 
was born in Macon, Mo., December 12, 1860, 
and in his youth was eraduated in the high 

school of that city. Later he attetided the Gar- 
field Normal School at Wichita, Kans., and for 
the ensuing three years was engaged in teach- 
ing schools in his home neighb srhood. In the 
meantime he pursued medic al studies under the 
supervision of his father, and in 1891 entered 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of St. 


Louis. The following vears he pursued a 
course of study in Barnes Medical College. 
where he was graduated in the spring of 18904 
OT 
pe) 


degree of Doctor of Medicine. He 

had the first honors of his class bestowed upon 
him and three ec for pre-eminence in dif- 
ferent lines of work fell to his share. After 
serving for two years in the hospital the young 
man practiced with his father, at Macon, for a 
year, and then established an office in Sedg- 
Wick, Kans: ( 
In July, 1898, Dr. Winn located in Perry, 
Okla., where he soon found his time fully oecu- 
pied with patients. He is fully abreast of the 
times and neglects no opportunity of increasing 
his proficiency in medical lines. Te belonge| 
to the Macon County Medical Society: and the 
Southern Kansas Medical Association, and now 
is identified with the Tri-State and American 
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Medical Associations. In March, 1901, Dr. Winn 
took into partnership Dr. Roland A. Felt, for- 
merly of Iowa and also a graduate of the Barnes 
Medical College, to assist him in caring for his 
continually growing practice. 

In Wichita, Kans., the marriage of Dr. Winn 
and Miss Pluma Kirkbride was solemnized in 
1896. She is a lady of high standing and accom- 
plishments, a native of Eureka, Ill., and a grad- 
uate of the Garfield Normal School, of Wichita, 
and of Fairmount College. She is a member of 
the Christian Church, and is actively interested 
in religious work. The doctor differs from his 
wife a little in religious creed, as he is a Congre- 
gationalist. They are the parents of one child, 
Mildred Kirkbride Winn. 


ILLIAM W. ABERCROMBIE. This 
esteemed citizen of Stillwater comes 
from the same family as did the celebra- 

ted English admiral, Sir Ralph Abercrombie. 
The family originated in Scotland many genera- 
tions ago, and some branches lived in England 
for centurics. The founder of the American line 
came from England to South Carolina in early 
colonial days here, and his son, next in descent 
to our subject, and his great-gra andfather, partici- 
pated in the War for Ind ependence, enlisting im 
Charleston. He was a Minaseee in that state, and 
later of Jefferson county, Ga. His son, John, 
grandfather of W. W. Abercrombie, was born on 
the old Jefferson county plantation, and, in his 
turn, he became a weaithy planter, devoting his 
attention to the raising of cotton. 

Clement and Emeline ( Jones) Abere rombic, as 
well as their son, William W., were born in 
Lumpkin county, Ga., and the Evens continued 
to live on their plantation there until 1 foes Then, 
removing to Mitchell county, Kans., they took 
up their abode upon a farm to the Seach of Beloit. 
The father is yet living there, now about four- 
score years old, but his wife departed this life in 
October, 1899. She was of Welsh descent, a 
daughter of Henry Jones, who was born in one 
of the Carolinas, and was a prosperous planter 
im Georgia.. During the Civil war, Clement 
Abercrombie, his sons, John and William W., 
and two of his brothers all enlisted and served 
in a Georgia cavalry regiment, known as Cobb’s 
Legion. John, the only one of the relatives who 
sustained injuries, was wounded at Tlanover 
Court-house, and now is a resident of Mitchel! 
county, Kans. He is one of twelve brothers and 
sisters, all of whom survive. their homes being 
widely separated, some in Canada and some in 
the United States. 

The birth of Wilham W. Abercrombie oc- 
curred April 16, 1846, and in his youth he at- 
tended private schools in Georgia. Ile was cager 
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to join his comrades on the battle-field, bu: 
yielded to his mother’s prayers and remained at 
home until he was sixteen years old, when he 
became a member of Cobb’s Legion of cavalry. 
He then took part in many important battles, 
including the Wilderness, Spottsvlvania and the 
siege of Petersburg. In February, 1865, he was 
sent to Columbia to meet Sherman’s forces, and 
there joined Johnston's army, after which he par- 
ticipated in the battles of Goldsboro, Averys- 
boro, Fayetteville and Bentonville One of the 
exciting charges which Cobb’s Legion made was 
near Fayetteville, where our subject, under Gen- 
eral Hampton, led a column, captured the pick- 
ets, and had proceeded fully a quarter of a mile 
into the camp ere the maneuver was discovered. 
A fierce fight at once began, and Kilpatrick made 
his escape with difficulty, in his night-clothes, 
and on an unbridled horse. Mr. Abercrombie’s 
horse was mired in the swamp, and, though he 
thus happened to be the last one of his advancing 
comrades, he escaped uninjured. 

In 1869 the young man went to Mitchell 
county, Kans., where he took a claim and gave 
his attention to the raising of live stock and the 
general management of the farm. For eighteen 
years he dwelt there, in the vicinity of Beloit, 
and from 1887 to 1892 he lived in Corpus Christi, 
Tex., where he was engaged in the transfer busi- 
ness. For the past eight years he has been a 
citizen of Stillwater, being occupied in running 
a meat and produce business, in partnership with 
Pp. D. Miller. For the past five years they have 
dealt exclusively in farm produce, poultry, but- 
ter, eggs, etc., in wholesale and retail quantities, 
shipping extensively to other markets. [ive 
years ago they also commenced dealing in cot- 
ton, and built a cotton-gin and electric light plant 
in the southeastern part of Stillwater. In 1900 
they removed to their present business site, in 
the northeastern part of the city, where they have 
a fine modern electric Diep with Stanley dyna- 
mos, and supply light to the whole city. 

“In the order of United c onfederate Veterans 
Mr. Abercrombie stands high, being adjutant of 
his own camp and lieutenant- colonel and inspec- 
tor-gencral of the Department of Oklahoma. 
Politically he is active i the Democratic party, 
served as chairman of the county central com- 
mittee for one term, is an ex-member of the ter- 
ritorial Democratic committee, and is district 
representative of the national committee. He 
belongs to the Commercial Club,:‘and in the Ma- 
sonic ire aternity is past master of I'rontier Lodge 
No. 6, A. I". & A. ML, and is identified st Still- 
water Chapter No. 14, R. A. M., and St. John’s 
Commandery No. 4, kK. T. In his re ane faith 
he is a Baptist 

Por his home Mr. Abercrombie built a pleas- 
ant modern residence in the eastern part of Still- 
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water. He married Miss Elizabeth Brookshier, 
in Georgia, where she then was living, though 
she is a native of South Carolina. Four of their 
ten children remain at home, namely: Georgie 
Anne, Kittie Lee, Myrtle and Galveston. Arvie, 
wife of P. D. Miller, her father’s partner in busi- 
ness, was the first white child born in Mitchell 
county, Kans. Mrs. Emeline Peck, and Mrs. 
Sarah E. Sinett, the elder daughters ot our sub- 
ject and wife, live on farms in this county. Clem- 
ent, the eldest son, died in Washington at the 
age of twenty years. John is employed as weigh- 
master with the Santa Ie, at Trinidad, Colo., 
and W’ 1am A. is in Colorado Springs, Colo. 


~ 


ICKS WRIGHT NICHOLS comes of an 
old, patriotic family in Maryland, his birth 
having taken place on the eastern shore 

of Chesapeake Bay half a century ago. His 
grandiather Nichols was the hero ot the two 
wars with the mother country, serving in the 
colonial army during the Revolution and later in 
the war of 1812. Our subject’s parents, Benja- 
min I. and Hester (Towers) Nichols, spent their 
whole lives in Maryland, the former dying in 
1865, and the latter surviving him about ten 
years. 

Hicks W. Nichols passed his boyhood on the 
parental homestead, and continued to live in 
his native state until December, 1868, when he 
removed to Decatur, Ill., and ior the following 
eleven years operated rented farms. In 1879 he 
went to the southeastern part of Kansas, and 
there was successfully engaged in agricultural 
pursuits for twelve years. In the spring of 1801 
he came to Oklahoma, and for a year lived in 
the town of Stillwater. Having thoroughly 
looked this locality over, he decided to buy his 
present property, a tract of rich land situated in 
the southwestern part of section 16, township 
Ig, range 2 east. Only a small portion of the 
prairie had been broken, but the new owner 
diligently set to work and soon had one hundred 
acres under cultivation. He also built a com- 
fortable farmhouse and substantial barns and 
fences. The orchard which he planted is in 
good condition, and Stillwater creek and Cow 
creek, which run through this homestead, greatly 
increase its productiveness and add to its value. 
Tie raises large crops of corn, wheat and cotton 
each season, and never has had to endure a 
failure since he settled here. Prosperity blessing 
his efforts, he was enabled to purchase another 
farm five years ago, the place now carricd on 
by his eldest son. It is located in the south- 
eastern part of section 17, township 19, range 
2 east, and is improved with a good house, barn 
and: fences. 


In 1871 Mr. Nichols Miss M.-C. 


married 
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Adams, whose parents, William B. and Mar- 
guerite Adams, are still living upon their home- 
stead in Christian county, ll. John/-Es eldest 
child of our subject and wife, is managing their 
farm on section 17, this township. He chose 
for his wife Irene B., daughter of H. B. Hus- 
ton, a prominent citizen of this county, and 
three children bless their union. Mrs. Dora E. 
Burnsides, eldest daughter of our subject, and 
the mother of three children, lives in this terri- 
tory. The younger sons and daughters are yet 
at home, and are named, respectively: Albert 
H., Clara M., Joseph L., Ray V., and Mildred B. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nichols are connected with the 
Fraternal Aid Society, being charter members 
of the Stillwater lodge. Mrs. Nichols and two 
of her children are identified with the Christian 
Church, and a daughter is a member of a Con- 
eregational Church. In his political faith Mr. 
Nichols is a Populist. 


IRAM S. BARGER. | The ancestry of the 
Barger family is German. ‘The great- 
grandparents crossed the seas from the 

fatherland during the last century and cast their 
lot with the very early pioneers of Virginia. 

A native of Pope county, Ill, H.S. Barger was 
born in 1828, and is a son of Simon and Hannah 
Barger, natives of Virginia. His youth was un- 
happil y clouded by the loss of both parents, and 
his schooling of a very limited nature, as public 
schools were unknown in the locality in which 
he resided. In a family of ten children he was 
the sixth, and is one of the three now living. 
Noah, a brother, is living near the old home in 
Illinois, as is also John, another brother. 

In 1870 Mr. Barger came to Kansas and pre- 
empted a claim, upon which he lived until 1887, 
when he took up his residence in the Cherokee 
Nation. During the war he served his country 
as a member of Company E, One Hundred and 
Twentieth Illinois Infantry for three years, and 
was discharged at the close of hostilities at Camp 
3utler. He was married in 1847 to Adeline 
Twitchell, a daughter of Asa and Orillia Twitch- 
ell, of Hardin county, Ill. Of this union 
there were three children: Asa, who was born in 
linois, and died in Oklahoma in 1894; George, 


“who was born in Illinois, and lives in the terri- 


tory. George married Mary Jones, of Illinois, 
and they have the foll owing named children: 
Ella, Florence and Willie; and David, who died 
in Hlinois. 

In the Cherokee Nation George Barger leased 
land from the Indians and entered into the cattle 
business. This venture proved to be an mnfor- 
tunate one, for a fever infested the region, and 
he lost nearly all that he had invested. Later he 
purchased one hundred and sixty acres com- 
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prising the southeast quarter of section 27, town- 
ship 18, range 3, Payne county, and Asa, his 
brother, secured a claim in the Iowa country. 
After the death of Asa the father proved up on 
the claim and eventually sold it. George has im- 
proved his farm until it is now a successful and 
remunerative investment. He has good build- 
ings, a fine orchard, and running water. He is 
greatly interested in the cause of education, and 
has served as school director and clerk. In poli- 
tics he is a Populist. His father, Hiram S., also 
supports the People’s party, and while living in 
Kansas was a member of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. 


OSEPH M. BEAVER, an honored veteran 
of the Civil war, is a well-known agricul- 
turist of Stillwater township, Payne county. 

His pat’ .al grandfather, a Virginian by birth, 
was a-wero of the war for Independence. His 
parents, John and Nancy (Hutchison) Beaver, 
Were natives of Virginia and Kentucky, respect- 
ively, and the greater part of the former's life 
was passed in the Blue Grass state. He died 
November 4, 1897, and is survived by his widow, 
who still lives in Kentucky and now is in her 
ninetieth year. 

The birth of J. M. Beaver took place in Green 
county, Ky., sixty-three years ago, and for just 
half a century he was engaged in agricultural 
pursuits in his beautiful native state. On the 
roth of October, 1861, he enlisted in Company 
E, Twenty-seventh Kentucky Infantry, and was 
assigned to the Army of the Cumberland. He 
took part in many of the severe battles in which 
that illustrious force was engaged, and, among 
others, he was active in the engagements of 
Shiloh, Missionary Ridge, Lookout Mountain 
and Chickamauga. At the close of the war he 
received an honorable discharge at Louisville 
in June, 1865. 

Returning to his old home in Kentucky, Mr. 
Beaver resumed his accustomed duties. March 
I1, 1869, he was united in marriage with Miss 
Sarah Jane Pruitt, daughter of Major and Ber- 
netta (Drain) Pruitt. Her father was a Virgin- 
ian by birth, while she was born in Kentucky. 
The only daughter of our subject and wife, Nancy 
Bernetta, became the wife of George Land, and 
died July 7, 1900. She left four children to 
mourn her loss, namely: Ella, Thomas, Alta 
and May. Mrs. Sarah Beaver, who was a faith- 
ful member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
departed this life February 27, 1892, and was 
buried in the cemetery at Stillwater. Thus left 
alone, our subject gladly welcomed into his 
home his son-in-law, Mr. Land, and his beloved 
grandchildren. His son, Anthony Thomas, who 
’ was born in Kentucky, also lives with him, and 
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assists in the management of the farm. He was 
married, I'ebruary 4, 1900, to Bertha Salisbury, 
daughter of John and Eva Salisbury. The father 
is now a resident of Pawnee, and the mother is 
deceased. 

In 1887 Mr. Beaver came to the West, and 
for two years carried on a farm in Cowlcy 
county, Kans. Then, when this territory was 
opened, he located a claim in the northeastern 
part of section 14, township 19, range 2 east, 
which land is watered by Boomer creek. He 
since has greatly increased the value of this 
property by judicious expenditure of labor and 
capital, and-the fields, divided by substantial 
fences, are now yielding abundant harvests. The 
excellent orchard, the commodious and neatly 
kept house and barns, and everything about the 
premises bespeak the energy and watchfulness 
of the owner. 

The first presidential vote cast by Mr. Beaver 
was for Abraham Lincoln. Of late years he has 
espoused the free-silver plank, and in 1900 gave 
his political influence to W. J. Bryan. About 
twenty years ago, in Marion county, Kv., he 
joined the Masonic order, and after his arrival 
in Payne county he became a charter member 
of Frontier Lodge No. 6, of Stillwater. 


L. BLACKWELDER. The world in- 
, stinctively pays deference to the man 
whose success has been worthily 
achieved, overcoming the obstacles in his path 
and reaching a high position in the business 
world. This is a progressive age, and he who 
does not advance is soon left far behind. Mr. 
Blackwelder, by the improvement of opportu- 
nities by which all are surrounded, has steadily 
and honorably worked his way upward and has 
attained a fair degree of prosperity. As a mem- 
ber of the Blackwelder Company, he is now 
doing a large and successful real-estate, loan 
and insurance business in Oklahoma City. 

Mr. Blackwelder was born in Litchfield, Mont- 
gomery county, HL, March 18, 1846, and on both 
sides is of German descent. Members of the 
Blackwelder family were soldiers of the Revo- 
lutionary war, and were Lutherans in religious 
faith. Our subject’s paternal grandfather was 
a native of North Carolina, whence he removed 
to Hlinois about 1830, becoming one of the 
pioneer farmers of Montgomery county, where 
his death occurred. Our subject's father, Peter 
Blackwelder, was also born in North Carolina, 
and his boyhood was passed there and in Hlinois. 
He died in the latter state in 1856, at the age 
of forty-seven years. By occupation he was a 
farmer and wagon-maker. He married Nellie 
Scherer, who was born in North Carolina, and 
at an carly day removed to Montgomery county, 
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PORTRAIT AND: BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


Ill., with her father, Frederick Scherer, an ex- 
tensive farmer, who died at the age of sixty-five 
years. Mrs. Blackwelder died in Hlinois about 
1852. In the family were seven children, four 
sons and three daughters, of whom one daughter 
is now deceased. The sons are: Isaac S., of 
Chicago, who is western manager for the Niag- 
ara Fire Insurance Company; James, a physi- 
cian of Litchfield, Ill. who was a member of 
the First Illinois Cavalry during the Civil war, 
was a prisoner in Lexington, Mo., and, after 
being paroled, served one year as assistant sur- 
geon; M. L., our subject; and George: H., a 
real-estate dealer of St. Louis. 

The subject of this review passed his boyhood 
and youth upon a farm, and attended the district 
schools and Hillsboro Academy, completing his 
-ducation, however, at the Illinois State Uni- 
versity, then located at Springfield, where he was 
a student for one year. For four years he suc- 
cessfully engaged in teaching school in Mont- 
He was then married, in Litch- 
field, to Miss Emma Elliott, also a native of 
Montgomery county, and to them were born 
four children, namely: Clarence, who died at the 
age of eighteen years; Guy E., who graduated 
from the high school of Oklahoma, and is now 
engaged in the insurance business with his 
father; Gertrude, also a graduate of the high 
school; and Nellie. 

In 1869 Mr. Blackwelder removed to Water- 
ville, Marshall county, Kans., where he secured 
a homestead and engaged in farming for two 
years, at the end of which time he sold out and 
went to Washington county, Kans., locating 
near Haddam. After farming for a time, he 
opened a general store in that village, which he 
conducted for some years. He also engaged in 
feeding cattle, and in 1890 became interested 
in the insurance business. In 1891 he removed 
to Washington, Kans., where he engaged in 
the travelers’ insurance business, and was spe- 
cial agent and adjuster for the Niagara Insur- 
ance Company of New York and the Caledonia 
Company of Scotland. He traveled throughout 
Kansas and Nebraska from 1890 to 1894, and 
came to this territory as early as 1893, but did 


not locate in Oklahoma City until January of 


the following year. Here he has successfully 
engaged in the real-estate, loan and insurance 
business, representing seven old line companies: 
the Royal, Manchester, North British & Mercan- 
tile, Niagara, Orient of Hartford, Milwaukee Me- 
chanics and the Providence Washington ot 
Rhode Island: Mr. Blackwelder is also inter- 
ested in both city and farm property in this tcrri- 
tory. In 1808 his son became a member of the 
firm, and business has since been conducted 
under the name of Blackwelder Company, with 
office at No. 15 Robinson street. 


“improvements upon the place, planted a 
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The Republican party finds in Mr. Black- 
welder a stanch supporter of its principles, and 
for two years he was a member of the school 
board from the second ward. He is a Mason 
and an active member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, of which he is now a trustee. His 
son holds membership in the City Club, and 
the family is one of considerable prominence in 
the community. 


H. BOWYER. Through all of the pe- 

riod that has elapsed since June, 1889, 

“Mr. Bowyer has been actively engaged 
in agricultural pursuits in Payne county, and 
though for several years he worked very hard 
and struggled under great difficulties, he finally 
won the victory over circumstances, and to-day 
is prosperous and influential in his community. 

W. H. Bowyer is a son of Samuel and Ann 
(Thomas) Bowyer, natives of Virginia, but his 
paternal grandfather was a Pennsylvanian. Our 
subject was born October 30, 1845, in eastern 
Virginia, and when he was six years old the 
family removed to the western part of that 
state. He received a common-school education, 
and remained with his father, occupied in farm- 
ing, until he was twenty-five years of age. Six- 
teen years ago he came to the West, and for a 
short time was a.resident of Peabody, Kans., 
then settling in Butler county, same state. He 
carried on a farm there until Oklahoma was 
opened, and in June, 1889, he located a claim 
in Payne county, it being the southwest quar- 
ter of section 23, township 18, range 2. The land 
is very productive and is well watered by springs 
and running streams. He instituted many good 
large 
orchard and cultivated the fields, raising good 
crops. 

In his early manhood, Mr. Bowyer married 
Madora Hickman, and seven children were born 
to them. The eldest, Charles E., died at the 
age of five years; Samuel H., Walter B. and 
James T. are in Kansas, while John S. and 
George T. are residents of this territory. Grace 
L., the only one of the family not born in Vir- 
ginia (her birth having occurred in Kansas), is 
living with her mother in Blackwell, Okla. In 
1800 Mr. Bowyer and his wife were divorced, 
and in July, 1893, he married Anna, daughter of 
James and Jennie Treaster, of this territory. 
They are now living upon property which she 
bought in the fall of 1889. The place is in the 
southwestern part of section 24, township 18, 
range 2, and is well improved with a new house, 
well-built barns and fences, au orchard, and 
other essentials to a model homestead. Lost 
creek, which runs through the farm, affords an 
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abundance of water for the fields and live stock, 
and adds much to the value of the place. 

Two children blessed the union of Mr. Bow- 
yer and wife, Anna. One died when an infani, 
and the other, a promising little boy, Lester 
Ross, died when he was fifteen months old. Mr. 
and Mrs. Bowyer are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and-take an active interest 
in religious and benevolent enterprises. 

Though his parents and himself were natives 
of Virginia, and he was reared in the South, 
Mr. Bowyer always was opposed to secession, 
and when the Civil war began he espoused the 
cause of the Union. In 1862 he enlisted in 
Company FE, First Virginia Light Artillery, 
served at the battle of Winchester under the 
leadership of General Cook, and took part in a 
number of important engagements and cam- 
paigns. He was honorably discharged at Wheei- 
ing, W.-Va., in June, 1865. He is a member 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, being con- 
nected with the post at Perkins. His first pres- 
idential ballot was cast for General Grant, and 
since that time he has faithfully supported the 
nominees of the Republican party. When a 
resident of Elm Grove township, Payne county, 
Okla., he held the office of township treasurer 
for two years. 


R. CARTER. It is doubtful if many in the 

. county have more nearly realized their ex- 

pectations in regard to the possibilities of 
life in Oklahoma than has Mr. Carter. His 
well-conducted farm located on the northeast 
quarter of section 33, township 18, range I 
east, Payne county, bespeaks industrious and 
progressive methods, thrift and enterprise. The 
buildings are in every way worthy the ambition 
of their owner. A windmill, good fences, or- 
chard and modern labor-saving devices and im- 
provements add to the value of the property. 

A native of Grundy county, Mo., Mr. Carter 
was born in 1840, and is a son of Joseph and 
Elizabeth (Turner) Carter, natives of Tennes- 
see. His paternal grandfather was a large land- 
owner, and served with courage and distinc- 
tion in the war of 1812. Joseph Carter was one 
of the very early settlers in Missouri, going there 
about 1829, and was, during the years of his 
activity, engaged in farming. He is now living 
in Kansas. His first wife died about eighteen 
years ago. 

The early years of J. R. Carter were spent 
in Missouri, and in 1861 he went to Towa. In 
1862 he enlisted in Company H, Thirty-fourth 
Towa Infantry, his departure for the war ren- 
dered doubly interesting from the fact that his 
brother James accompanied him and served in 
the same regiment. They fought at Vicksburg, 
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and then went to Arkansas and took five thou- 
sand prisoners to Fort Douglas. In 1863 he 
was at Pilot Knob, Mo. Among the battles and 
skirmishes in which he participated were the 
following: Vicksburg, Arkansas Post, Pilot 
Knob, the siege of Vicksburg, the Black River 
engagement, F ort Esperanza,the Red River cam- 
paign, Forts Morgan and Gaines, Forts Sclma 
and Blakeley. He was discharged at Houston, 
Tex., in August of 1865, and his brother, James, 
was discharged in St. Louis, Mo., February 25, 
1863. 

After the cessation of hostilities, Mr. Carter 
returned to his home in lowa and engaged in 
agricultural enterprises until 1887, at which time 
he removed to Hamilton county, Kans., where 
he lived until the opening of Oklahoma. In 
1868 occurred the marriage of Mr. Carter and 
Rebecca J. Johnson, a daughter of John and 
Nancy Johnson. Of this union there are three 
children, of whom Mrs. Carrie M. Keller has 
one child, and lives in Iowa; Mrs. Lizzie M. 
Carr is the mother of one child, Frank; Frank 
married Miss Carr, and they have one child, 
Lowell Fay. 

In June - 1889 Mr. Carter took advantage of 
the prospects in the newly opened territory, and 
settled on the claim located on the noriheast 
quarter of section 33, township 18, range I east. 
In politics he is a Republican, and has held 
several township offices. He is a charter mem- 
ber of the Grand Army post at Marena. Mrs. 
Carter is a member of the Baptist Church, as are 
her two daughters. 


F, COMBS. For the past nine years Mr. 

Combs has been the propriétor and man- 

ager of a general store at Perkins, Payne 
county, and is considered one of the most enter- 
prising citizens of this place. He served in the 
responsible position of treasurer of Perkins for 
six years, and was one of its first councilmen. 
To-day he is acting in the capacity of treasurer 
of this township, “and, as ever, advocates all 
improvements consistent with the prosperity of 
this locality. 

One of the pioneer couples of Macon county, 
Mo., was our subject’s parents, B. I*. and Eliza- 
beth Combs, who were natives of Lexington, 
Ky. Sixty years ago, when Missouri was looked 
upon as a western frontier state, B. F. Combs 
settled upon the old Macon county homestead, 
where his son, our subject, was bérn cight years 
later. During the Civil war the father served 
for over three years in Company H, Missouri 
State Militia, and when but seventcen years of 
age our subject volunteered his services also, 
and was assigned to Company C, Forty-second 
Missouri Infantry. He received his honorable 
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discharge from the army July 6, 1865, at the 
county seat of Macon county. 

Resuming the agricultural duties to which 
he had become accustomed in his boyhood, S. F. 
Combs remained in his native place until he 
was in his twentieth year. Then, going west, he 
devoted about four years to the freignting busi- 
ness in Colorado and Montana. Having ac- 
cumulated a little capital with which to embark 
in business, he returned to his old home in 1871, 
and soon was united in marriage with Creola 
Stowe, daughter of James M. and Virginia 
Stowe, worthy citizens of Macon county, "Mo. 
Mrs. Combs, who was a devoted wife and a val- 
ued member of the Missionary Baptist Church, 
departed this life at her home in this town, in 
July, 1894. The only child of S. F. Combs 
and wife, J. C., who was an aeronaut and slack- 
rope walker, and for some time was a deputy 
marshal, was accidentally killed by George 
Bankson, in Perkins, in 1895. 

-For twenty years S. F. Combs was successfully 
engaged in a mercantile business at Sioux City, 
Mo., and earned the good-will and patronage of 
a large proportion of his fellow-citizens. Be- 
lieving thoroughly in the future of Oklaioma, 
he came to Payne county in 1891, and since 
that time has been numbered among onr reliable 
merchants. In national-politics he is a stalwart 
Republican, always having voted for the nomi- 
nees of that progressive party. With his be- 
loved wife, he long has been identified with the 
Missionary: Baptist Church, liberally contribut- 
ing to the cause of Christianity. For twenty- 
nine years, while living in Missouri, he was con- 
nected with the Odd Fellows fraternity. 


P. DUCK. Prominent among the early set- 

tlers of Ohio were the grandparents of 

the subject of this sketch. His tather, G. 
C. Duck, was a native of Virginia, but from his 
childhood until late in life he dwelt in the Buck- 
eve state. Fora wife he chose Mary E. Hesser, 
Whose birth had taken place in Ohio, and now, 
at an advanced age, she is living in Iowa, loved 
and revered. The father departed this life at his 
Iowa home about fifteen years ago. 

S. P. Duck was born in Crawford county, 
Ohio, in 1836, and when a lad of nine years he 
accompanied the family to Indiana, there re- 
ceiving much of his education and training for 
the duties of life. Later he became a resident 
of Dallas county, Iowa, and, having learned 
the trades of a carpenter and millwright, he em- 
barked in business for himself upon attaining his 
majority. At the breaking out of the Civil war 
he was in Kansas, but soon returned to Towa 
and enlisted in Company I, Fourth Towa Cav- 
ary, at Winterset. Joining Curtis at Pea Ridge, 
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he spent the first winter under that general's 
leadership, and then was sent to Vicksburg to 
re-enforce Grant’s army. His army life was long 
and arduous, as he took part in many notable 
campaigns and important battles. In 1865, when 
the war had been brought to a close, he was 
mustered out of the army at Atlanta, Ga. 
Returning to Dallas county, Iowa, Mr. Duck 
was married, in the following year, to Miss S. J. 
Bailey, daughter of George and Eliza Bailey. 
The eldest child of our subject and wife is Frank 
Duck, well known as an enterprising young 
farmer of Payne county, and even better known 
as the generous citizen who donated forty acres 
of his farm to the Agricultural and Mechanicai 
College. After the building was erected upon 
this beautiful site, he matriculated in the college 
and was graduated in its first class of graduates. 
He carries on a good farm of one hundred and 
sixty acres, situated in the southwestern part of 
section 14, township 19, range 2, adjoining the 
grounds of the college. His brothers, Ralph 
and Ed, are also making their own way in the 
world, both living in this territory. The elder 


‘sister, Mrs. Mary ‘Eyler, resides at Ralston, Okla. 


The younger children are with their parents, 
eu are named in order of birth, as follows: 
William W., Harry, Peter, Charles and Martha. 

In 1878 S. P. Duck went to Butler county, 
Kans., and pre-empted a farm, which he contin- 
ued to cultivate with fair success until this sec- 
tion of Oklahoma was opened to settlement, 
when he made the race for a claim, starting from 
the northern line. He was fortunate in securing 
a tract of good land, in the southwestern part ot 
section 15, township 19, range 2 cast. Two wells 
and an abundance of running water render this 
one of the most desirable farms in the commu- 
nity, and the ten-acre orchard which the owner 
planted some years ago is beginning to yield 
abundant harvests. | 

Mr. Duck is heartily in favor of good schools, 
and uses his influence on behalf “of all public 
works of improvement. He belongs to the 
Grand Army of the Republic and is connected 
with the Stillwater lodge. In political affairs he 
is a Populist. - 


OSEPH> A»: EMERSON,.. a» practical and 
prosperous farmer of Cherokee township, 
Payne county, is a native of Massachusetts, 
of which state his family has long been promi- 
nent. His paternal grandfather, Captain Emer- 
son, was a hero of the Revolution: iry war, and 
his parents were Joseph and Elizabeth (Brig- 
don) Emerson, ater spent their entire lives in 
the Bay state. 
The birth of Joseph A. Emerson occurred in 
Massachusetts in 1853, and when he was four 
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years old death deprived him of his loving 
father’s care. When in his fourteenth year, his 
mother was called to her reward, and from that 
time onward the lad was dependent upon him- 
self. His success in life is thus the more worthy 
of praise, for his early advantages were meager, 
and he was obliged to fight a hard battle with 
fate ere he rose to a position of means and influ- 
ence. One of his brothers is a physician, lo- 
cated in Winfield, Kans.; another, Edward, is a 
representative merchant of Davenport, lowa, 
and is a Mason of high standing; a third, Fred- 
erick A., is a merchant in the vicinity of the 
old family Massachusetts home; and Maria, the 
only sister, died at Palatka, Fla. 

For twenty-two years Joseph A. [Emerson 
dwelt in his native state, then deciding to leave 
the beaten pathway pursued by so many genera- 
tions of his ancestors. It was a quarter of a 

century ago that the young man cast in his lot 
with the people of Hutchinson, Kans., and at 
the end of a year he became a citizen of Cowley 
county, same state. Reared as a farmer, he al- 
ways has given his attention to that calling, and 
has met with deserved success. In 1890 he came 
to this territory, and for the past ten years has 
owned and carried on a fine farm occupying the 
northeast quarter of section 13, township 19, 
range I east, Payne county. The land is rich 
and productive, the Stillwater creek running 
through the farm. 

Fourteen vears ago the marriage of Mr.. Em- 
erson and Miss Florence Hughes took place in 
Kansas, where the bride’s parents, Albert and 
Emeline Hughes, natives of Ohio, were then re- 
siding. Seven children bless the union of Mr. 
and Mrs. Emerson, namelv: Joseph Edward, 
Myrtle, Winnifred, Mary M.,: Edith, Caro and 
Emma, and all of them are at home, the elder 
ones attending school. 

Mr. and Mrs. Emerson were instrumental in 
the organization of the local Baptist Church, 
and are active in all good works of benevolence. 
He cast his first presidential ballot for Hayes, 
and since that time has been a firm’ Republican. 
He is a member of the Knights of the Macca- 
bees, associated with the lodge at Stillwater. 
For some time he has served as a justice of the 
peace in his own township, and here enjoys the 
esteem of all his neighbors and acquaintances. 


. 


RLANDO M. EYLER. One of the pio- 
neer merchants of Stillwater, and one of 
her most active and progressive citizens 
is found in the subject of this review. The serv- 
ices which he has rendered in an_ official 
capacity to this community cannot be overesti- 
_ mated, and in commercial lines he has strength- 
ened the standing of this city in the esteem of 
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the outside world, as well as of its inhabitants. 

Mr. Eyler is a worthy representative of the 
American citizen, of German extraction. His 
father, George Eyler, was a native of Hesse- 
Cassel, Germany, where he served in the gov- 
ernment army for five years. His father, Lu- 
ther Eyler, was a potter by trade, and from him 
he learned the business in his native land, and 
followed, the calling, intermittently, throughout 
his life. A young man, he came to the United 
States, and, after living at Ripley, Ill, for a 
period, bought a farm in Schuyler county, same 
state, and, building a factory, carried on the 
manufacturé of pottery, also running his farm. 
After a long and useful life, covering “eighty- two 
years, he died, September 20, 1897. His faithful 
wife, whose death also took place in Illinois, bore 
the maiden name of Cynthia Study. She, too, 
was of German descent, and, with her father, 
David Study, was a native of Pennsylvania. 

The youngest of four children born to George 
and Cy nthia Eyler, O. M. Eyler is a native ‘of 
Rushville, Ill, his birth having occurred April 
IQ, 1852 He has two brothers living, Francis 
M., who is a carpenter of this city, and Simon 
P., who resides in Galesburg, Ill. Reared upon 
a farm, O. M. Eyler became thoroughly familiar 
with agriculture, and remained at home, reliev- 
ing his aging father from most of his cares, until 
he was in his twenty-third year. Then, feeling 
the necessity of embarking upon an independent 
career, he carried on farms for himself for ten 
or eleven years in Illinois. 

Fifteen vears ago Mr. Eyler came to the west, 
and, settling in Dighton, Lane county, Kans., 
assisted in “the organization of the then new 
county, and helped to lay out the town men- 
tioned. For two years he was the proprietor of 
a meat market there, then carried on a farm 
for eighteen months (as he had located the 
claim), and later he resumed the butcher’s busi- 
ness at the county seat. In September, 1889, he 
came to Stillwater, bought a lot and buiit a 
small store, 14x28 feet, built of cottonwood lum- 
ber. Putting in a stock of groceries and meats, 
he started in business, and has continued here 

ever since, though for nine years he has dealt 

exclusively in groceries and boots and shoes. 
Six vears ago he built a substantial brick struc- 
ture on this site, 25x80 feet in dimensions. In 
1900, just before the railroad was built through 
Glencoe, he built a store there, and, having 
stocked it with a good line of groceries and 
hardware, placed his eldest son, Charles Tred, 
in charge of the business. 

In 1875 the marriage of O. M. Jevler and Miss 
Phena i Miltenberger took place neax his birth- 
place, Rushville, Ill. She was born in Ohio, in 
which state her father, Jacob Miltenberger, a 
native of Germany, lived until he removed to 


“af! it a Hye 


nt 
r : it 1 














































































oer i 
7 ir 7 i ; n ito i teen 


in ri ay, ia ioe 
i 


AY 0 "i 


' Hac 18 sn scat am ra 


ot Yin an Toe am yarn obinio, dl ne Yo artic tavtugab 

Mer ee TARO? % 2 qalya AN Ly Rea gic ai. 
wy coe ena) im are — Maa: smelt ed phon haowent you ot 
1 word etki -4ithth awevegey shabhaqol: tay bolt 


i? 
au 


wy rare + ME Je 
ss ha veuciae ae aieoerinn erat pai + spines): RAAT ce ave eset et obhnt, 
ii Lt etna Dee Nes erg FAECES Pag nnn Hiern wirgninnvbo: ¢hvaa aul ‘oh oad " 
dere oberrt we upc pee rol et rol “hin hitnt, teat 6 tiad ot bonildo, enw 
y barwsl sat “eal iene ig Ww Ose he He DHF oY 419 


ol eviyen eb it ceenaes is 
att badolted el mia REG Be ‘ai erachtord) eid So am 





ony vlog eineriadint) apenas 

t oth 4 evens gah avnirny yemaney’y ft. oli alt aa oe phone 5 und, biota. ii itt ‘ 

4 hry im evil vetla (bate 4 Sais awed) pnnagenrenel io ‘qnrotaen oops 
yhanod | Ware ‘Lhalilte Teil 5 + qribmata uid toca 


beeen “pak yintlae wt renga t 
rmiivoe oF anitlind cpa oiaie 
Ie stud 
wevk & eta. 
| es. pecan hs eyeracct 


it ae ‘pyiptiohy aeht ot demeryrdse 8 

afta ri a. Baie mip hint Homes Mi vlints ’ 
tt (od lithe boib , ‘yatalt 
ergot: Over unsat 


To ee ee 
we erereerde \ fi fedyt pity if j 
pee BA Toru i ig iy 


at weit. Cite eo Ory + joptly wil j | 

i sly tend Gale hias) PO Eee kat agiithiveh oond sont coreltmtt wirlont aE 

vi aug ta cae NOUATE oil}, © “RUD aperaucty dnd YU otse Test pore AMM nsined 
arcueageen sith! 


gecrtec) 10. eae vine rattan & enw ib 
ohsae, TROL neh age ey eae cee BETO ech dined Cas 


hy Tyra fee aly § 
TEAL We ALD. 4 ty ey At { a2 
ron nnoy, onl Ce RETR AE! AOS iiotult to lao ae Ay 

o bate 





2) oO e gb Naber hw 
vate wy etal an VO) stone at (aw Tete yt ae Hagitionn. perth 2a pil Teo, &, 
etaoae wu tit aid .,,tH "ollie er eee Bi ge we hornet. otere ari ee, 
[ -arivit prodioul cow) eet | esa) ot) ben tir ani nett oh anhrrg ete aath asi? 
hal \! mo MTSykea Ben isi HA enePRERD! oh ee Al): aI o bovageab give 
rane ite lanka: ae elites Cuttt gue eit el ee) aay apa ad, Ln SEDONA: 
b dlitquenrelt geneoed (hI O "nt ae pohieepacce mriad amit eftey HOPeRR 
4 way iciot iin v2 (Hoe Ie (hia lh apivteer ns a a i powines bts “sor uni 
wri ef voc) (neem soils My prvi yi ner Finn ied | by eet glia one ace. t 
(ell 1 Hewitt eel ch oasiy Sth tase iyi whe wilde arid Peart) 
scrotyey! | pep, Wiha cise Vo VE dnb erat oa d 
i! Jyot anti mo. her rime ANU ee fT) eh To epi TRtH) ot Here ARO ‘pooh 
Ht mt araorg trom TL |) ni ‘wtpaoht AMEN norte ld sennrron' gal tt hae A 
1) EK cysecs Wu's MEDORIE lye pull pao Use e'shiral ld, grad | 
atl et ynitieod DR 5 dena anieat onT) to, eaiiRe, olan 
ATO PTR A te By preva eih th: aacled Lezh lida gage 
ji | ney KO NOMENON Pieri yn aha beet. VAR AETATUTN: onan 
vt aus ool yo — yeep ay ah) aM Th horton 
iy gyal) toveeieeet Mania Aon poole ol quiet a oe vege to Un bene 
nn) aliiacen Pern » it loodog, giibrroaal 
i) es yeh Dene Cee ek Lyvtidevnenyeenvinst anton? rroarpersal ah bee 
1 3 rrr. Od Beene: * mi seyantl bent ott! do Cid RTE 
bf itire, ot OY i eee a mye riieh ig wion hac \he otk ores 9 
esaep (1 ind ese 1 otto Lhe ‘wvgarh tell! yond hatderals jaot dari wit 1an9 
Ven yr by AO F me aes perit Seana mite # mynd anil mort), ded. oon f 
veer A eagle Heo. eae Minx? T od Te qodenrom He 


bt | At! wi me. areata nt 
rane wine Od Jia yt wits Pe meats tae wa hual Ait ie hoteioree ‘ 
) en Deore age gel oem onto 


4 bee F | tue & yeVeagn 1m Tu iT4 <uitt vind ost’ it ' Ase, i! 

a stoid berremtediom a Yann! on chvs eet We wil, aahyendh arorl fare pepe syae eid ah 

ivcroieety tet jee) MER S Ht 1 Te Flt bere evordgion sg his 19, fatty 
hcl ae teacvllar nly grote Pt OE Te | lim mil ae 


auiprad dain 074 y wore 4 ald Ww? perenne 
la, coke, WO wit boo os iw 4} boas 
(arn? , eat-il'd hoe tp), ylite rol boson Ao ihe i 
7 snworsienydl, ott 10 wy we 
nel Nib abe OM, OO wget walt 2 ae 
vi ccthlay PRE 1% eyelid lve mf ire) 


i ened, Maun: Ae MY, atti — a 
ali i dyn ‘aa ~ ite ‘ ae 
Coa rites 


I gin) |, AM es, oan 
omaha to alee 
byaoer ‘ae ri 





Illinois. Mr. and Mrs. Eyler have three sons 
and two daughters: Charles Fred, George and 
William, all of whom are in the employ of their 
father; Clara, who is a milliner of Stillwater; 
and Dora L., who is a clerk in her father’s store. 

In 1890 Mr. Eyler was elected to the school 
board, and served in that body for seven years, 
always acting as treasurer of the same, and dur- 
ing these years all of the school buildings of 
the city were built, and the system piaced on a 
good basis. In 1891 Mr. Eyler was ciected po- 
lice judge, and was re- -elected three times, and 
for four years of this period also acted as justice 
of the peace of this township. Since he left 
that office he has been a member of the board 
of city aldermen, for two terms acting as its 
president. Then, elected as a councilman from 
the fourth ward, he has been the president of 
the same and chairman of the ordinance com- 
mittee, besides being a member of the commit- 
tee on finance and others. For two years he 
was the chairman of the Democratic county 
central committee, and in 1898 was a candidate 
for probate judge, but was defeated on account 
of the fact that the votes were divided among 
three candidates. He belongs to the WWoodmen 
of the World and to the Fraternal Aid Associa- 
tion. He isa trustee of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and served on the building committee 


ILLIAM B. COOK is one of the most 
notable examples in Oklahoma of a mar 
who has accomplished much from a small 

beginning. With the keen understanding of a 
practical and substantial business man, he fore- 
saw the results of constant application, and of 
the development of the resources in this wonder- 
ful country, and has thus forged ahead to an 
enviable prominence in the community oi Rip- 
ley. 

For the first fifteen years of his life Mr. Cook 
lived in his native state of Kentucky, where 
he was born in 1867. He was reared to an agri- 
cultural life, and had an excellent home training, 
as well as fortunate opportunities at the public 


schools. With his parents, he sought the larger 
promise of the west, and settled in Benton 
county, Ark., where they engaged in general 


farming until the opening of Oklahoma. Their 
first introduction to the new country was on the 
opening day, when they located on a claim near 
Clayton, Payne county, which was proved up 
on and improved. Not entirely satished with the 
location, the family disposed of their farm in No- 
vember of 1899, and bought the quarter-section 
of land where Ripley now stands. This is the 
southwest quarter of section 20, township 18, 

range 4, and has proved a profitable and satis- 
factory i investment. 
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With rare generosity, Mr. Cook was instru- 
mental in starting the prosperous little town of 
which he is so valued a citizen, for he gave 
three-quarters of his land for the site of the 
place. The remainder was divided up into lots, 
and he has since sold $10,000 worth, and has 
about five hundred lots left. The original cost 
of the farm was $2,000. Nor have Mr. Cook's 
efforts been solely confined to mapping out 
and selling land, for he has built extensively, and 
has three store buildings, an ofnce building, 
hall, and, besides, owns a quarter interest in 
the bank building, a fine stone structure, which 
is a great credit to the town, which benefits by 
its possession. The contrast between his en- 
trance into the territory and his position at the 
present time is decided, for he came on foot, 
and was forty dollars in debt, after buying his 
farm. He did not own a horse or cow, or any 
incidental to aid in the first efforts to earn a 
living, and for four years carried on his house- 
keeping enterprise “Within the circumscribed 
walls of a dug-out. 

The marriage of Mr. Cook and Zerilda C. 
Neugent occurred in September of 1889. “Mrs. 
Cook is a daughter of Thomas N. and Margaret 
Neugent, of Kentucky. Of this union there are 
six children, viz.: Bessie, Nellie, Della (twins), 
Carl, Gertie, and Ripley. The children are all 
living at home. Ripley was born in the terri- 
tory after the town was started, and was named 
in its honor. The city was originally named for 
Mr. Ripley, the president of the Santa Fe road. 

In political preferment Mr. Cook 1s a Demo- 
crat, and invariably votes the Democratic ticket. 
He is not an office-seeker, although he has been 
prominently identified with the undertakings of 
his party. With his wife, he is a member of 
and an active worker in the church, and a con- 
tributor to religious and charitable movements. 


ARNEY BRIXEY. For the past ten years 
Mr. Brixey has been nunibered among the 
industrious, upright citizens of Payne 

county. His present home is situated upon his 
well-improved farm in the northwestern quarter 
of section 26, township 18, range 2. He is 
deeply interested in everything relating to the 
improvement of this vicinity, and he warmly 
champions good schools and teachers, knowing 
that a liberal education is the best weapon, hu- 
manly speaking, for the battles of life. Ile is 
making a point of giving good advantages to 
his children, who are rapidly taking honored 
places in the community. 

Among the earliest settlers of Missouri were 
William R. and Annie (Henry) Brixey, parents 
of our subject. They were natives of Tennes- 
see, whence they went to Missouri about 1838. 
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For many years they were occupied in agricul- 
tural pursuits in that state, for a period owning 
‘a farm in Webster county, where the mother 
departed this life. The- father died in Howell 
county, same state. 

Barney Brixey was born in Webster county, 
Mo., in 1841, and was reared to maturity there. 
In 1862 he volunteered in the Federal army, 
being assigned to Company F, Sixteenth Mis- 
souri Cavalry, and served throughout the re- 
mainder of the Civil war. His duties were chiefly 
in Missouri and Arkansas, where border war- 
fare was especially fierce. On one occasion he 
was badly injured, his horse falling upon him, 
and, indeed, he never completely recovered from 
the effects of that accident. Returning home, 
after he had been honorably discharged, he 
resumed the duties of a farmer, and it was not 
until 1890 that he left his native state to cast in 
his lot with the pioneers of Oklahoma. He ar- 
rived in Stillwater July 12, and purchased a farm 
situated south of that town. This property he 
subsequently gave to his eldest son, C. T., and 
in 1891 bought the homestead where he now re- 
sides and has made his home for nine years. 
Here a well-kept orchard and vineyard, which 
were planted by him several years ago, are 
yielding bountiful harvests each season. Good 
buildings and other improvements have been 
made upon the farm, which is considered a 
model one in every particular. 

In 1867 Barney Brixey married Priscilia A. 
Childress, who was a native of Alabama, and a 
daughter of R. L. and Hannah Childress, re- 
spected citizens of Missouri. Mrs. Brixey was 
called to her heavenly home in 1896, and left 
seven children to mourn the loss of a faithtul 
mother. The eldest, C. T., who is married and 
has three children, now lives in Arkansas; Sam- 
uel and Walter are also married and live in this 
territory. John T., the third son, enlisted in 
-the First Oklahoma Regiment during the Span- 
ish-American war, served in Captain Lowery’s 
conipany, and at the close of hostilities was 
given an honorable discharge. Mrs. Ollie B. 
Johnson, of this county, has one child. Ora C. 
and Aaron R. are at home, aiding their father 
in the work of the house and farm. November 
23, 1899, Mr. Brixey married, for his second 
wife, Henrietta J. Harson, of Indianapolis, Ind. 

For two years Mr. Brixey acted in the capac- 
ity of assessor of his township, but he is not an 
aspirant to public office, by any means. In na- 
tional politics he uses his franchise in favor 
of Republican nominees. For years he and his 
wife held membership together in the United 
3rethren Church, and he continues to play an 
important part in the support of the denomina- 
tion. While in Missouri he was identified with 
the Odd Fellows order, and for a long time 
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has been an enthusiastic Grand Army man, now 
belonging to the Perkins Post. 


HARLES!: DONART.. ‘The -publie spirit 

and enterprise which Charles Donart has 

always manifested-made it a wise move on 
the part of his neighbors and friends when they 
favored him for the responsible office of county 
commissioner, a position which he held to the 
satisfaction of all concerned for two years of 
the period when he resided in Garfield county, 
Kans. Since coming to Payne county he has 
been one_of the trustees of Stillwater township 
for two terms, and also served as assessor cf this 
district for two terms. Politically he tses his 
franchise in favor of the Democratic party. 

Joshua and Julia (Knight) Donart, parents of 
our subject, were natives of Pennsylvania, and, 
with their respective families, removed to Ohio 
at an early day, there passing much of their 
lives. All of the grandparents of Charles Do- 
nart, with the exception of his paternal grand- 
mother, who died in Coles county, Ill., passed to 
their reward in Ohio. The mother of our sub- 
ject died when he was young, and his father mar- 
ried again. He made his home in the Buckeye 
state until about a quarter of a century ago, 
when he removed to Indiana, and now, well 
along in years,-he is living, retired from active 
toil, in Portland, Ind. 

Charles Donart was born in Richland county, 
Ohio, in 1846, and his boyhood was spent upon 
a farm in his native state. He attended the little 
“red schoolhouse,” where he acquired a liberal 
education. He continued to cultivate farms in 
Ohio until 1886, when he went to Kansas, and 
there was similarly engaged as a means of ob- 
taining a livelihood. April 22, 1880, he started 
from the northern line of Oklahoma and located 
a claim in the southwestern part of section 24, 
township 19, range 2. His right to this prop- 
erty was contested warmly in all the courts, but 
in every trial he won the victory, and now is in 
undisputed possession of the farm. THe has ma- 
terially increased its value, building a comforta- 
ble house and barn, and fencing the land. 
Boomer creek, which is the eastern boundary 
of his homestead, affords plenty of water for 
his live stock, and is a valuable attribute of the 
property. The Eastern Oklahoma Railroad trav- 
erses his land, and the shipping facilities at- 
forded by it are an appreciated feature of this 
locality. 

The marriage of Mr. Donart and Miss Sarah 
A. Heath was solemnized July 26, 1869, in Mer- 
cer county, Ohio. She is a daughter of James 
and Nancy Heath, who were respected citizens 
of the Buckeye state. Mrs. Donart has been 
a faithful helpmate to her husband, and, with 
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ANTON CAHA. 
Keokuk Falls. 
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him, is actively interested in the United Breth- 
ren Church of Stillwater, which they were in- 
strumental in organizing. Of their chiidren, 
the third and fourth, Clarence Reand- Cora ML, 
who live at home, are also identified with the 
church membership. The son, a young man of 
exceptional ability, is the bookkeeper in the First 
National Bank of Stillwater. James H., the eld- 
est son, is married and is town clerk of Stili- 
water. Chauncey W., the second son, is_mar- 
ried and is the proprietor of a farm in Payne 
county. The younger children are Mabel H., 


G. Herbert, Eda Tee and Charles E. 


¢ tingly interwoven with some of the most 

¢ irring events of later European history 
and leroic sacrifice for the cause which they 
deem:d right. The first members of which there 
is any record are heard of in Moravia, where 
Antoa Caha was born, in the town of Klanchov, 
May 9, 1856. His parents, Joseph and Maria 
(Dvorak) Caha, were inspired with a lofty pa- 
trio:ism and suffered the fate of many who have 
fouzht for their country’s honor.. Joseph Caha 
was the commander of the Twenty-third Regi- 
ment of Brunn, in 1848, and, upon turning his 
arms against Austria, lost his life and his prop- 
erty was confiscated. In the face of such caiam- 
ity his family became exiled from the land of 
their long-time allegiance, and were scaitered in 
different directions throughout Europe and 
America. A brother of Joseph came to America 
and served in the Civil war, and it was upon his 
recommendation that his brother’s wife, her sec- 
ond husband and two sons came to America 
about 1867. The mother of Anton Caha located 
in Colfax, Neb., and homesteaded a claim of 
eighty acres. Here the youthful Anton received 
his early training and education in the public 
schools, and at the age of sixteen became self- 
supporting by engaging in the creamery busi- 
ness with several others of like inclination. This 
proved a very profitable and pleasant occupa- 
tion, and in time thev built a number of cream- 
cries in different localities. 

While living near Colfax, Neb.. Mr. Caha was 
united in marriage with Rosalie Carny, a native 
of Bavaria. In time Mr. Caha lost much of his 
money, and, in the hope of recuperating his 
losses, his brother accompanied him to Okla- 
homa at the opening in 1880, and, upon locating 
upon a contested claim, he lost the remainder of 
a hard-earned competency. ‘The melancholy for- 
tunes of his native land of Moravia seemed to 
have followed him to this country of supposed 
promise, for jn the meantime his wife liad died, 
his children were seattered, and ne had not the 
wherewithal to purchase the necessities of life. 
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As ON CAHA. The name of Caha is inter- 
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Thus, overwhelmed with misfortune in a strange 
land, he was, nevertheless, stout of heart and 
ready to face unflinchingly the problems and dis- 
asters that the future might hold. : In-t809s§ he 
came to the Pottawatomie country, and after a 
time bought a saw-mill on time, and removed it 
to where his home is at the present time. This 
enterprise enabled him to gain a footing, for he 
paid his debts, and erected a cotton gin, which 
was operated for some time. 

The claim of Mr. Caha is located-on the north- 
west quarter of section 22, township I1, range 6 
west, Pottawatomie county, and is devoted to 
general farming and the raising of cotton, corn, 
cattle and hogs. His place is well improved, and 
is a creditable acquisition to the locality in which 
it is situated. 

To the eventful life of Mr.Cahahas been added 
considerable frontier experience. While living 
in Fremont, Neb., he became captain of a Turner 
Society, and, after the Custer massacre, organ- 
ized a company of militia, of which he was cap- 
tain. They were called out by the government 
and made a campaign against the Indians. At 
Nine Springs, where, in a severe fight, Lieutenant 
Chery was shot, Mr. Caha was wounded in the 
right knee and was incapacitated for six weeks. 
In national politics he is a believer in the princi- - 
ples of the Republican party. Fraternaliy he is 
associated with the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows at Oklahoma City. Mrs. Caha is buried 
in Oklahoma City. She became the mother of 
five children, all of whom are living: Fred, 
Henry, Ernest} Alfred and’ Lottie)’ The : first 
two were born in Nebraska, and the other three 
in Canadian county. Mr. Caha has won the es- 
teem of all who appreciate the sterling qualities 
which have enabled him to rise above the dis- 
couragements of his life, and to attain to the 
prominent place which he occupies as a valued 
citizen of a promising community. 


ENDERSON FRAME, one of the veterans 
of the Civil war, was born in Montgomery 
county, Ill, in 1844, a son of Robert and 

Serena (McCaslin) Frame. The father was a 
native of Ohio, and came to Illinois in an early 
day, accompanied by his father. He took up 
land in Montgomery county, and continued to 
devote his attention to its cultivation, though 
by trade he was a carpenter. Later in life he 
removed to Crawford county, Kans., where his 
widow is vet living. She was born in 1822, in 
Kentucky, and her father took up his abode in 
Montgomery county, IIL, at about the same 
time as did the Frame family. 

At the age of eighteen years Henderson 
IFrame responded to his country’s call for loyal 
defenders, and enlisted for one hundred days, in 
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Company H, One Hundred and Forty-third [li- 
nois Infantry. When his time had expired, the 
young soldier again volunteered in the ranks, 
and until the close of the long, weary war served 
in Company G, Third Illinois Cavalry, much of 
. the time being on detached duty. Nor did this 
finish his army career, for the Indians on the 
western frontier were proving so troublesome 
‘that it became necessary for the government 
to quell their rebellion, and Mr. Frame was one 
of the sturdy young men called into requisi- 
tion. With his regiment he went to the Dakotas, 
where the Sioux Indians were on the war-path, 
and for some time he served in that region, with 
-his headquarters at Fort Snelling. 

Resuming his interrupted business life, Mr. 
Frame continued to reside in Illinois until 1871, 
when he located in Crawford county, Kans., and 
at the end of eighteen months went to Sumner 
county, same state. There he was actively occu- 
pied in agricultural labors until 1889, when he 
started from the northern line of this territory 
and made the race for a claim. Securing one in 
the southeastern part of section 34, township 18, 
range 2, he proceeded to improve the property, 
and planted a fine orchard, which was bearing 
excellent harvests at the time that he disposed 
of the farm, about two years ago. Then, coming 
to Perkins, Payne county, he purchased a livery 
stable, of which he is yet the proprictor. He has 
taken an interested part in the upbuilding of 
this town, and resides in an attractive modern 
house, which he built after coming here. 

On the Ist of April, 1868, Mr. Frame married 
Mildred A., daughter of Stanford and Ann Rob- 
ertson, of Montgomery county, Ill. They be- 

came the parents of nine children, all of whom 

are living, though the devoted wife and mother 
was called to the silent land in 1890. Five years 
later Mr. Frame married Mrs. Mary Dickey, 
of this territory, and one child, Blanche, blesses 
their union. 

In national elections Mr. Frame has always 
voted for Republican nominees. Fraternaily he 
is an honored member of the Grand Army of 
the Republic. He also is affiliated with the Odd 
Fellows, and was one of the first members of 
the order here to take steps toward a local organ- 
ization. With his brethren he was interested 
in the building of a substantial brick and stone 
structure, in which the lodge is to have quarters. 


OSEPH A. HANNA. There is no dcoubt 
that Oklahoma has made swifter strides to- 
wards wealth and universal prosperity within 

the first decade of settlement by the white race 
than any other region in the west, and in striving 
to solve the reason of this phenomenal growth 
one conclusion is invariably reached, viz.: that 
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this fertile land and beautiful country attracted 
to its borders a host of exceptionally inteliigent, 
practical farmers, well qualified to deal with the 
problems presented. 

In Crutcho township, Oklahoma county, Jo- 
seph Allen Hanna is accounted one of its sub- 
stantial citizens, and thus he is deserving of 
honorable mention in its history. He inherited a 
portion of his business ability, perhaps, from 
his father and paternal grandfather, both wi 
whom were men of prominence and wealth in 
the early days of Indiana’s annals. His grand- 
father, the well-known Gen. Robert Hanna, once 
in command of the Indiana State Militia, with 
the rank of general, was a native of North Caro- 
lina, whence he removed to the Hoosier state 
at an early day, reaching Indianapolis long ere 
the railroads were built to the place. He bought 
a farm of eighty acres, now a part of the city, 
and devoted himself to the cultivation of the 
land. His death occurred in a railroad accident. 

Thomas J., father of Joseph A. Hanna, was 
born in Indianapoiis in 1826, and died in 1900, 
in McCordsville, Ind., where he was one of the 
oldest residents. For years he was extensively 
engaged in farming and handling grain and live 
stock. In addition to owning-an elevator at 
McCordsville, he put down the first natural gas 
well in that part of the state, and was president 
of the McCordsville Gas Company. He also 
operated a gas plant with twelve miles of pipe- 
lines, and was the prime mover in all local enter- 
prises of importance. His wife, whose maiden 
name was Mary J. Bolton, departed this life in 
1856. Robert, their eldest son, resides in Cowley 
Sette Kans., and Frank L. lives in Indiana. 
Mary E. is the wife of Dr. Newhguse, of Frank- 
fort, Ind. 

The birth of Joseph A. Hanna, the second 
child of his parents, occurred October 13, 1850, 
in Vernon township, Hancock county, Ind.. and 
his early years were spent upon a farm near 
McCordsville. He received an excellent educa- 
tion in the public schools, completing his studies 
in those of Indianapolis and the Northwestern 
University, near Chicago. When he reached 
his majority, he went to Detroit, Mich., and 
for several years was employed in the office or 
the paymaster of the United States, Department 
of the Lakes. Then, returning to his native 
state, he resumed the general farming and stock- 
raising business, with which he had become fa- 
miliarized in his youth. During the winter 
terms of school he engaged in teaching for five 
seasons, and at the town of Mohawk, Hancock 
county, he carried on a general store two vears. 
also handling grain and live stock. 

Tn 1884 Mr. Hanna removed to Butler county. 
Kans... where he purchased a halt-section of 
land, and devoted his attention chiefly to the 
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raising of sheep. He was the owner of some 
fine registered Merinos, and won more than a 
local reputation for the high-grade animals 
which he raised on his farm. He was connected 
with this enterprise for a period of five years, 
in the: meantime teaching a school two terms. 
When Oklahoma was opened, he made the race, 
April 22, 1889, and secured a farm, eighty acres 
being situated on section 11, and the same 
amount being on section 12, Crutcho township. 
After living on the place three years, during 
which time he made many improveinents, he 
left the farm, owing to a legal proceeding which 
had been entered against him by parties laying 
claim to the same property. Going to Lincola 
county, Okla., he entered into partne:ship with 
another man, and bought a claim, but, as he 
was not satisfied with the outlook, soon gave 
it up and went to Oklahoma City, where ne en- 
gaged in managing a hotel cn California avenue, 
and later conducted the Columbia Hotel. 

The financial panic of 1893 so erippled Mr. 
Hanna that he practically had to begin where 
he had begun upon attaining his majority, at the 
bottom rounds of the ladder leading to success. 
He returned to Indiana and gave his energy to 
his former work of agriculture, and at the end 
of six years had partially retrieved his stauding. 
With his old-time faith in Oklahoma, he re- 
turned to its borders in 1899, and bought land 
in section 14, Crutcho township, Ohiehems 
county. The improvements upon the piace 
amounted to little, but he at once set about the 
great task of making it one of the model farms 
of the county. Part of the land is located along 
the river bottoms, and abundance of water is 
afforded by Silver creek. He makes a specialty 
of raising sheep and keeps a good grade of 
Poland-China swine. Each season he ships live 
stock to St. Louis, receiving the highest market 
prices. The farm is well adapted to the raising 
of stock, and recently the owner built six hun- 
dred rods of fence, with special reference to the 
protection of his sheep, and he has just com- 
pleted one of the best barns in the county. 

Politically Mr. Hanna is ester but has 
been closely identified with the Greenback party 
since its organization, and, indeed, was ay ice 
tial in its formation. He aided in the establish- 
ment of the first Greenback Club in Indianapolis, 
and at one time was a candidate for’ the office 
of clerk of the circuit court of Hancock county. 
As might be expected of one who so long was 
connected with educational wotk, he is deeply 
interested in schools, and as a member of the 
hoard in this township aided materially in mceet- 
ing this need of the younger generation. In 
1840 he aided in organizing the Farmers’ Alli- 
ance of this territory. In 185 6 he married Clara 
Gaskins, of Indiana, and nets only child, Ilomer 
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C. Hanna, is living at home, and is a young 
man of much promise. 


ENRY CLAY FINLEY, who is now at 

the head of one of the largest and most 

flourishing groceries and meat markets of 
Oklahoma City, eminently deserves classification 
among those purely self-made men of the terri- 
tory who have distinguished themselves for 
their ability to master the opposing forces of life 
and to wrest from fate a large measure of suc- 
cess. He arrived here April 22, 1889, and the 
following day opened a store in a tent, IoxIO 
feet, with a stock of groceries which cost him 
but $12. 

Mr. Finley was born on a farm near Athens, 
Ala., May 8, 1859, and remained there untii the 
age of twenty years. He comes of an old Vir- 
ginian family, though his paternal grandfather 
spent his life as a farmer in South Carolina, 
and his father, James Finley, was born and 
reared there on his father’s plantation. On leav- 
ing his native state the latter removed to Gun- 
tersville, Ala., and later to Athens, where he 
made his home until about 1882, when he went 
to Fort Smith, Ark. He died there at the age 
of sixty-four years. He, too, was a planter. In 
early life he married Jane Bruce, also a native of 
South Carolina, and a daughter of John Bruce, 
who removed to that state from Virginia. She 
had six brothers, five of whom were Methodis: 
Episcopal ministers, and of that church she and 
her husband were active and faithful members. 
She died in Alabama, at the age of fifty-six 
years. In their family were eight children: Mrs. 
Irrances Floyd, now a resident of Arkansas; 
Minerva, who died young; Mrs. Mary York, 
who died in Fort Smith, at the age of thirty 
years; Mrs. Margaret Horn and Mrs. Louisa 
Barber, both residents of Arkansas; John, who 
died young; James, a farmer, who died in Fort 
Smith; and Henry C., our subject. 

Reared on a farm in Alabama, Henry C. Fin- 
ley received only a limited education in the sub- 
scription schools of the neighborhood. In 1&8o0 
he went to Fort Smith, Ark., where he engaged 
in farming for two years, and then removed to 
the Panhandle country of the Cherokee strip, 
where he was in the employ of a cattle company. 
In 1884 he located in Coldwater, Kans., where 
he was engaged in the butcher business until 
1888, and then went to Purcell, I. T., where he 
Was interested in mercantile pursuits until com- 
ing to Oklahoma City, April 22, 1889. For 
some time he carried on business here in his 
tent, and later rented a store for three years. 
In 1893 he bought property at No. 135 Main 
strect, and erected thereon a good brick build- 
ing, 25x80, two storics in height, with a base- 
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ment. At the same time he added meat to his 
stock, and now conducts one of the best gro- 
ceries and meat markets in the city, occupying 
his entire building. Besides his business prop- 
erty, he owns a pleasant home at the corner of 
Main and Hudson streets. 

On the 24th of August, 1886, in Kinsley, 
Kans., Mr. Finley married Miss Annie Patter- 
son, who was born in St. Louis, Mo., July 4, 
1870. Her tather, John Patterson, removed 
from. Indiana to St. Louis, and later to Cold- 
water, Kans., where he engaged in railroad 
contracting, but now follows farming in Lincoln 
county, Okla. Our subject and his wife have 
two children: Agnes Cora, born in Coldwater, 
Kans., April 24, 1888; and Robert Lee, born in 
Oklahoma City, July 15, 1891. The family hold 
membership in the Presbyterian Church. In 
politics Mr. Finley is a Democrat. He is a man 
of excellent business and executive ability, 
whose sound judgment, unflagging enterprise 
and capable management have ‘brought him a 
high degree of success. 


ILLIAM:ARMSTEAD HUDELSON is 
a prominent contractor and builder of 
Oklahoma City, of whose skill many ex- 
amples are to be seen on all sides. Thoroughly 
reliable in all things, the quality of his work is 
a convincing test of his own personal worth and 
the same admirable trait is shown in his consci- 
entious discharge of the duties of the different 
positions of trust and responsibility to which he 
has been chosen in business and political life. 
Mr. Hudelson was born in Mexico, Mo., May 
€, 1856, and is a son of John H. Hudelson, a na- 
tive of Boone county, that state. His paternai 
grandfather, Samuel Hudelson, was born in 
Pennsylvania, and when a young man went to 
Kentucky, where he married a Miss Phillips. 
They were among the pioneers of Boone county, 
Mo., where the grandfather died at an early 
age. He was a farmer by occupation. The 
father of our subject was reared in his native 
county, and in Nie Mo., he married Virginia 
Armstead, who was born there. Her father, 
Frank Armstead, was a native of Virginia, and 
a pioneer of Mexico. He, too, was an agricul- 
turist. In early life the father of our subject 
followed farming and surveying in Missouri, and 
in 1859 removed to Dallas county, Tex., where 
he purchased a farm. During the Civil war he 
was a member of a Texas regiment, being under 
the command of Captain Thomas and General 
Burford. In 1875 he removed to Fastland 
county, Tex., where he engaged in the cattle 
business, and also served as county surveyor 
four ‘years. Since the 22nd of April, 1889, he 
and his wife have made their home upon a farm 
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in Mustang township, Oklahoma county, 
and are wel 


Okla. 
1 known and highly respected in that 
community. In their family were five children 
namely: William A., our subject;, Elza, a mer- 
chant and stock dealer of Stringtown, |. T); 
James, who died in Dallas county, Tex.; John 
H., a railroad builder of Arizona; and Samucl 
F., a resident of Oklahoma City. 

The subject of this review passed his boyhood 
and youth in Dallas county, Tex., and pursued 
his studies in its district schools. At the age ot 
eighteen years he commenced learning the car- 
penter’s trade at Richardson. In 1875 he went 
to Eastland county, Tex., where he was engage: 
in the cattle business until his marriage, which 
was solemnized there, September 9, 1880, Miss 
Alice Steele becoming his wife. She was born 
in Pickens county, Ga., but was reared and edu- 
cated in Alabama. Her father, John Steele, was 
a native of South Carolina, and a son of Andy 
Steele, who was also born in South Carolina, 
but was a representative of an old Pennsylvania 
family. From his native state the latter removed 
to Georgia, from there to Alabama, and later to 
Arkansas, where his death occurred. He was a 
planter by occupation and a soldier of the war 
of 1812. Mrs. Hudelson’s father engaged in 
merchandising until the Civil war broke out, 
when he was commissioned captain of a com- 
pany in the Twenty-third Georgia Regiment. 
After the war he located in Gadsden, Mla..; where 


he followed farming, and later was interested in 
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the milling business in Eastland county, Tex. 
He is now conducting a hotel at Eastiand. He 
married Susan Bedford, a native of Georgia, and 
a daughter of Jonas Bedford, who was also born 
in that state, and became a planter of Gadsden, 
Ala. Mrs. Hudelson’s parents are still living. 
and nine of their ten children also survive. Alice, 
wife of our subject, q the eldest; James is a resi- 
dent of Amarillo, Tex.; Robert is a miner of New 
Mexico; Mrs. Sallie Hill is a resident of East- 
land, Tex.; Mrs. Ella Westbrook lives in San 
Marcos, Tex.; Jackson is a cattle-raiser of New 
Mexico; Jonas is a resident of Dallas, Tex.; Josie 
and David are both at home. Our subject and 
his wife have two children: Lena, who is attend- 
ing the high school of Oklahoma City, and John 
Elza. 

After his marriage Mr. Hudelson located in 
Cisco, Tex., where he successfully engaged in 
contracting and biutlding until 1886, when lic re- 
moved to Fayetteville, Ark., becoming one of the 
principal contractors there. He also foliowed 
farming at that place. On first coming to thus 
territory, in March, 1890, he located on a farm 
in Mustang township, Oklahoma county, near 
Council Grove, but, after completing a couple « 
contracts in Texas, he removed to Oklahoma 
City in November, 1892, and has since engaged 
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in contracting and building, with marked suc- 
cess. He was alone in business until 1899, but 
is now a member of the firm of Condon & Hudel- 
son. He has erected some of the finest resi- 
dences in the city, including the Choctaw depot; 
the Bennett block, the colored ward school- 
house; and superintended the construction of 
the county court house, Webster school building 
and the Carnegie Library; and helped to build 
the Masonic Temple and the Times-Journal 
building. 

Politically Mr. Hudelson is a pronounced 
Democrat, and takes quite an active and promi- 
nent part in local affairs. In 1897 he was elected 
alderman from the third’ward, and so acceptably 
did he fill the office that he was re-elected in 
1899, and is now president of the council. He is 
chairman of the purchasing committee, and has 
been a member of the committees on ways and 
means, public property,eand the building com- 
mittee of the public library. During his admin- 
istration many public improvements have been 
made, and in the discharge of his public duties 
he has exercised the same energy, good business 
ability and sound judgment that has character- 
ized his private life. He and his wife hoid mem- 
bership in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, and she also belongs to the Eastern Star 
Chapter of the Masonic iraternity, while he 1s a 
member of the Woodmen of the World. 


red men in his veins, his life inseparably 

interwoven with the romanticism and tradi- 
tion of the primeval davs of American occupa- 
tion, Mr. Soldani has added to his inherited 
traits of courage and largeness of character the 
enterprise and progress of the best of his fellow- 
citizens. While accumulating more than the 
average of this world’s possessions, he has associ- 
ated himself with the best interests of the locali- 
ties in which he has elected to reside, and is 
accounted a worthy and reliable acquisition to 
the progress of Ponca and Kay county. 

A native of Kansas City, Mo., Mr. Soldant 
came to the Osage country, I. T., in 1871, ac- 
companied by his mother, who was an Osage 
Indian. They had large property interests there, 
and the son grew to maturity in Pawhuska, 
being educated in the Osage schools and at the 
sage mission in Kansas. Possessed of keen 
intellectual powers, and a great observer, he had 
no difficulty in fitting himself for the profession 
of law, and was prosecuting attorney for the 
Osage country for nearly two terms. As a com- 
piler of the laws which govern the Osage Na- 
tion, he rendered conspicuous service, and has 
otherwise assisted in benefiting the conditions 
of his people. 


S J. SOLDANI. With the blood of roving 
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As one of the largest land-owners in the 
Osage Nation, Mr. Soldani is the possessor of 
three thousand acres of land, and raises about 
thirty-six thousand bushels of fine corn. Two 
thousand acres of the land are under cultivation, 
and the remainder used for pasturage. As a 
rule, he has about three hundred graded cattle. 
Shipments are made to Kansas City, this year’s 
output being three hundred head, and the num- 
ber wintered on the ranch will be three thousand. 
The ranch is fitted with all modern and up-to- 
date improvements, and upon it is erected a 
commodious residence. Mr. Soldani also has 
a fine residence in Ponca, and, besides, has iarge 
real-estate interests there, improved and other- 
wise. 

For his active and intelligent views on polit- 
ical questions, Mr. Soldani has been signally 
honored by his constituents. He was appointed 
delegate to the Trans-Mississippi Congress, 
in April of 1900, through the courtesy of Goy- 
ernor Barnes, and in the same year was also a 
delegate to the Territorial Democratic conven- 
tion at El Reno, which nominated delegates to 
the national convention at Kansas City. He rep- 
resented the Osage Nation at the statehood con- 
vention, held at Guthrie, and was one of the 
committee sent to meet the United States com- 
mission to propose allotments for the Osage 
Indians. He has recently been appointed to 
represent the Indian Territory in the National 
Stock convention of the United States, which 
met in Chicago, and is also a member of the 
committee of the American Cattle Growers’ As- 
sociation, met in Denver March 5, Igo. 

The marriage of Mr. Soldani and Josephine 
Frankier occurred in 1884. To this couple have 
been born six children, viz.: Agnes, Ida, Pearl, 
Myrtle, Louis and Emerett. Fraternally Mr. Sol- 
dani is associated with the Knights of Pythias at 
Ponca City. 


B. HUESTON, now the proprietor of the 
Pacific Hotel and of the Hueston House, 
of Stillwater, is best known throughout 

the west on account of the part which he played, 
with other officers, in the desperate fight with 
the Dalton gang. This terrible affair, of which 
further mention will be made later, may be justly 
called one of the last protests of the frontier ele- 
ment against the advancing civilization which 
now reigns supreme in Oklahoma, the pride ol its 
pioneers, one of whom is the gentleman whose 
name heads this sketch. 

The paternal grandfather of H. B. Hueston 
was born in the northern part of Ireland, whence 
he came to America at an early day, settling in 
Delaware. Samuel Houston (as he spelled his 
name) subsequently was numbered among the 
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farmers of Knox and Richland counties, Ohio, 
and his death took place in Sandusky county, 
same state. His son, Alexander, father of H. DB. 
Hueston, was born in Delaware, and in his turn 
he, too, was one of the prosperous agriculturists 
of Knox, Richland and Sandusky counties, Olio. 
His wife bore the maiden name of Nancy Phelps, 
and her entire life was passed in her native state, 
Ohio, where her father, Nevin Phelps, was a 
well-to-do farmer. Of the thirteen children born 
to Alexander Hueston and wife ten grew to ma- 
turity, and eight yet survive. Albert died in this 
county; V. A. lives in Paulding, Ohio; F. O. 
operates a farm near Stillwater; C. A. is an attor- 
ney of this city, and Dr. Elmer C. is in Califor- 
nia. Thomas J., who was serving as a deputy 
United States marshal at the time of the fight at 
Ingalls, Okla., between the officers of the law 
and the outlaws, the Daltons, was killed. His 
brother, H. B. Hueston, also was actively en- 
gaged in the conflict as a deputy. Three of the 
marshals were killed and four citizens were 
wounded, while one of the Daltons was killed 
and two crippled, one of whom was captured. 

The birth of H. B. Hueston took place in 
Knox county, Ohio, March 27, 1850, and his 
youth was passed quietly upon a farm. When 
he was in his fifteenth year his father died, and 
soon the battle of life commenced in earnest for 
him. In the fall of 1866 he became an employe 
in a saw-mill in Warsaw, Ind., where he remained 
for about two years. Then, returning to San- 
dusky county, Ohio, he carried on a farin for a 
period, and then operated a saw-mill, manutac- 
turing lumber-for a year or more. Then he fol- 
lowed agricultural pursuits, and was a merchant 
at Rising Sun, Ohio, until the spring of 1881, 
when he pre-empted eighty acres of land in the 
neighborhood of Grenola, Kans. Four years 
later he sold out and went to the Chickasaw 
Nation, where he leased land on the South Cana- 
dian, near Silver City. At the end of two years 
he returned to Grenola, and, building a mill, em- 
barked in the manufacturing of lumber, in com- 
pany with his brother, T. J. Hueston. 

Thus occupied until April 22, 1889, Mr. Hues- 
ton then located a claim three miles southwest of 
Stillwater, and for about six years devoted his at- 


tention to the cultivation and improvement of. 


the property. In the spring of 1806 he located 
in Stillwater, and since 1808 has been the owner 
ofthe Pacific Hotel. He served as under-sherift 
from May, 1895, until 1809. by appointment of 
Atherton and Annis, and now is deputy to the 
sheriff and in charge of the jail. He has made 
a fine record for fidelity to his duties, and in the 
fall of 1900 was prominently mentioned for the 
office of sheriff. For about two years Mr. Hues- 
ton has been the owner and manager of the Pa- 
cific Hotel, and succeeded so well in the enter- 
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prise that in 1900 he built a new hotel known as 
the Hueston House. It is a modern hotel in all 
its appointments, the building being three stories 
in height, having a street frontage of forty-seven 
feet, while it is seventy-five feet long. He still 
owns his farm, and by degrees is accumulating 
valuable property in this region, with which all 
of his interests have been connected for the past 
eleven years. 

Thirty-one years ago Mr. Hueston married, in 
Indiana, one of the native daughters of the state, 
Miss Irene J. Webb. Their eldest child, Merton, 
is living in Stillwater, and their two eldest daugh- 
ters, Mrs. Irene Nichols and Mrs. Daisy Bassel, 
reside near Stillwater. -The younger children, 
Bruce, Forrest, Fred and Clifford, are at home. 

In the Odd Fellows order Mr. Hueston is a 
past officer. He also belongs to the Encamp- 
ment and the Daughters of Rebekah, the An- 
cient Order of United Workmen and the Fra- 
ternal Aid Society. In national politics he uses 
his franchise in favor of the nominees of the 
Democratic party. 


OHN WILLIAM JENNINGS, a leading 
resident of Oklahoma City and former pro- 
prietor of the Oklahoma Undertaking and 

Livery establishment, is at present deputy sheriff 
of Oklahoma county. He was born ira ose 
lorville, Christian county, Ill., April 8, 3, a 
son of Joseph R. and Jane (King) recite “na 
tives of Pennsylvania and Illinois, respectiv Se : 
The Kings were an eastern family. During pio- 
neer days the paterna! grandfather of our subject 
moved to Illinois, and later to Plattsburg, Mo., 
where his death occurred. He was ears en- 
gaged in business as a contractor and builder. 
The father has followed the same occupation. 
About 1880 he went to Plattsburg, Mo., and in 
1888 took up his residence in Manhattan, Nans., 
where he now follows cabinet-making and con- 
tracting. He and his wife have four: children 
living and one deceased. 

Of this family John W. Jennings is the young- 
est. He was seven years of age at the time of 
the removal of the family to Missouri, where he 
attended the public and high schools, and was 
fifteen years old when they took up their resi- 
dence in Manhattan, Kans. Immediately atter- 
ward he entered the State Agricultural College 
of Kansas, but left that institution when in his 
junior year to accept the position of mailing 
clerk in the postoffice at Manhattan, where he 
remained four years. a 1896 he went to Col- 
orado Springs, Colo., where he was in the drug 
business with a Mr. Baker one year, and then 
went to New Mexico to engage in mining and 
prospecting. With three old prospectors he lo- 
cated several claims on the Red river, and in his 
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mining operations met with fair success. He 
served as postmaster at Red River City, N. M., 
until leaving that place in 1898, and was a dele- 
gate from his district to the “gold” convention at 
Denver. 

In the spring of 1898 Mr. Jennings was mar- 
ried at Colorado Springs, Colo., to Miss Olive 
Holden, a daughter of D. M. Holden, the late 
president of the [exchange National Bank at 
that place. After his marriage he returned to 
Manhattan, Kans., where he was engaged in 
mercantile business until coming to Oklahoma 
City on the 21st of March, 1899. Here he en- 
gaged in the livery business, to which he added 
undertaking in January, 1900, when a partner- 
ship was formed with Messrs. Winslow and 
Rackley, and the name of the Oklahoma Un- 
dertaking & Livery Company was assumed. 
They had the largest and most complete livery 
stable in the territory, covering five lots, all 
under one roof, with accommodations for one 
hundred and fifty horses. Mr. Winslow soid out 
to Mr. Jennings in a short time, and the latter 
was at the head of the undertaking department, 
being 2 practical undertaker and embalmer. The 
stable was located at the corner of Robinson and 
First streets, and they also had an office with the 
Oklahoma Furniture Company. 

Mr. Jennings is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, being now recording secretary 
of Oklahoma Lodge No. 2. He is a third cousin 
of W. J. Bryan, and is identified with the Demo- 
cratic party. He is still interested in mining in 
New Mexico, and in business affairs is ener- 
getic, prompt and notably reliable. Although 
still a young man, he has already attained to a 
measure of prosperity that many a one who 
started out on life’s journey before him might 
well envy. He is quite popular both in business 
and social circles, and is held in high regard by 
all who know him. In his work as deputy sheriff 
he has proven himseifa very efficient officer. He 
has also received an appointment under one of 
the allotters in the Kiowa, Comanche and 
Apache country, which will soon be opened. 


EORGE W. LEWIS. Probably never in 
the history of the new world, and certainly 
not in the history of the United States, 

Was there ever seen such an army of home- 
seekers as the morning of April 22, 1880, wit- 
nessed scouring the fertile prairies of this long- 
promised land, in the often vain effort to find an 
unoccupied claim. One of the fortunate ones 
was George W. Lewis, who located in the north- 
castern part of section 22, township I9, range 2 
cast, Payne county, where he has since dwelt. 
Both of the grandfathers of our subject were 
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residents of Virginia at the time of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, and both enlisted and 
fought valiantly for the liberty of their native 
land. The maternal grandfather, Captain Pen- 
mix, was the captain of a company of brave 
patriots, and was present at the surrender of 
Lord Cornwallis. Both grandfathers later re- 
moved to North Carolina, and there spent the 
rest of their lives. The parents of G. W. Lewis 
were William and Catherine (Pennix) Lewis, the 
former a native of Virginia, and the latter of 
North Carolina. He was a miller by trade, and 
followed that calling in North Carolina until his 
death, which event occurred when G. W. was a 
child. The mother lived to an advanced age, 
dying in Douglas county, Kans., September 2, 
1886. 

The birth of G. W. Lewis took place in Yad- 
kins county, N. C., April 16, 1846, and it was not 
until 1858 that he and his widowed mother re- 
moved to the west. For a year or more they 
made their home in Jackson county, Mo., and 
then lived in Allen county, Kans., until the be- 
ginning of the Civil war. It seemed advisable 
to them then to locate in Douglas county, same 
state, and soon afterward the young man en- 
listed in Company K, Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, 
at Fort Leavenworth. He was mainly employed 
in border warfare in Missouri and Arkansas, and 
saw some serious campaigning against Price and 
Quantrell. He arrived at Lawrence, Kans., the” 
day after the skirmish there, and assisted in the 
burial of some of the unfortunate victims of the 
strife. It was not until December, 1865, that he 
received his honorable discharge from the ser- 
vice, at Leavenworth. 

Resuming his interrupted labors, Mr. Lewis 
carried on agricultural enterprises until 1888, 
when he embarked in a mercantile business at 
Though he met with success he 
gladly disposed of his interests there when he 
had made the race and secured property in Okla- 
homa. Here he has developed a valuable farm, 
making a specialty of raising wheat and corn. 
The land is productive, and every year has 
yielaed good returns to the industrious owner. 
He occupies a comfortable house, which he 
built, and his excellent orchard supplies him with 
all of the fine fruit which is desired. 

In his joys and sorrows Mr. Lewis has found 
a true helpmate in the lady whom he married at 
Ottawa, Kans., in 1873, Vessa, daughter of Sitas 
and Anna Moore. The eldest son of our subject 
and wife, Ervin, who was one of the first students 
graduated from the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College, is the present cashier of the People’s 
Bank at Billings, Okla. Mrs. Anna Fields, the 
eldest daughter, lives upon a farm north of Still- 
water, this county. The younger children are 
at home, namely: George Hoy, Albert E., Flos- 
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sie B., William H., Myrtle L, Earl O. and 
Velma P. 

Mr. Lewis is at present one of the trustees of 
Stillwater township. In national affairs he uses 
his franchise in favor of the nominees of the 
Democratic party. Fraternally he is a member 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, and is a 
charter member of Stillwater Lodge, A. O. U. 
W.. Assisted by his wife he was instrumental in 
the organization of the first Baptist Church in 
Stillwater. 


RTHUR MORRISON is entitled to distine- 

tion as one of the most progressive and en- 

terprising men of Oklahoma’ City, with 
whose business interests he has been identified 
since the opening up of the territory. Upon the 
commercial activity of a community depends its 
prosperity, and the men who are recognized as 
leading citizens are those who are at the head of 
successful business enterprises. Mr. Morrison 
is a man of broad capabilities, who carries for- 
ward to successful completion whatever he un- 
certakes. 

He is a native of Hancock county, Ill, born 
near Warsaw, May 4, 1856, and is a son of Wil- 
liam Morrison, a native of Maryland. The pa- 
ternal grandfather, William Morrison, Sr., was 
born on the Isle of Man, of Scotch parentage, 
and on his emigration to America first located 
in Maryland. He was a ship carpenter by trade, 
and built a boat of his own. Going to New Or- 
leans, he came from there up the Mississippi 
river as far as Hancock county, Hl., where he 
bought land and improved a farm, making his 
home there until called to his final rest when 
over sixty years of age. Our subject’s father 
also learned the ship carpenter's trade, which he 
followed in St. Louis and New Orleans, and was 
also one of the early officers on the Mississippi 
boats, being one of the first to go up the river as 
far as St. Paul, and up the Wisconsin river. In 
1849 he went to California as carpenter for the 
first expedition that crossed the plains, and for 
several years successfully engaged in mining. 
He then returned to Hancock county, Ill, and 
later moved to St. Louis, where he lived retired 
until his death, which occurred when he was over 
eighty years of age. During the Civil war he 
was in the employ of the government as a ship 
builder at St. Louis and New Orleans. He mar- 
ried Miss Hannah Smith, a native of England, 
who died when our subject was only four years 
old. Of their seven children, two sons and five 
daughters, both sons and three daughtcrs are 
now living. The brother of our subject is Charles 
A. Morrison, a banker and merchant of F€llen- 
dale, N. D. Our subject's maternal grandfatier 
was the first man in this country to roast coffee 
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and put it up in packages, having been engaged 
in that business previously in England. [le car- 
ried it on very successfully in Baltimore for some 
time. He died of fever while on a trip to New 
Orleans. 

After the death of his mother, in 1860, our 
subject went to live with an uncle and aunt, Mr. 
and Mrs. Glenn, in Wyalusing, Grant county, 
Wis., where he was reared upon a farm and pur- 
sued his studies in the district schools. At the 
age of nineteen he returned to Hancock county, 


‘Ill., and operated his father’s farm for several 


years. Subsequently he was station agent for the 
Wabasli Railroad at Clark City, Clark county, 
Mo., for eight years, and in the meantime be- 
came interested in buying and shipping grain 
and cattle, carrying on the business there and at 
Rutledge, Scotland county, Mo., on the Santa 
Ire Railroad. He also shipped produce of all 
kinds. ; 
On the 22d of April, 1889, he arrived in Okla- 
homa, expecting to return in a couple of weeks, 
but his carload of produce, eggs, apples and po- 
tatoes did not reach here until a week later. He 
had also shipped enough lumber to erect a 
small store. which he built on the Santa Fé 


right-of-way, but later rented property on East 


Grand avenue. From the start he met with ex- 
cellent success, and is now doing a large whole- 
sale fruit and produce commission business. In 
1891 he admitted Mr. Dawson to a partnership 
in the business, which was carried on under the 
firm name of A. Morrison & Co. for four years, 
when the name was changed to Morrison, Stew- 
art & Dawson, Mr. Stewart having become a 
member of the firm. In 1895 Mr. Morrison sold 
out to his partners and started in business at No. 
113, Broadway, where he is still located. He 
makes a specialty of fruits of all kinds, buying 
his oranges and lemons in California, his ba- 
nanas in New Orleans. He carries dried fruits, 
a few canned goods and confectionery, and han- 
dles the largest assortment of coffees in the 
territory, representing E. Levering & Co., of 
Baltimore, Md., throughout Oklahoma and In- 
dian Territory. He now employs three travel- 
ing salesmen. He ships watermelons and 
peaches quite extensively. Besides his other in- 


.terests he owns a farm of one hundred and sixty 


acres in Benton county, Ark., eighty acres of 
which is an or¢hard. 

In Clark county, Mo., Mr. Morrison was united 
in marriage with Miss Mary Spangler, a native 
of that county, and a daughter of Samuel Spang- 
ler, who was born in Ohio, and became one ot 
the early settlers of Missouri, where he still re- 
sides. Ife was captain of a company in a AMis- 
souri regiment during the Civil war. Mrs. Mor- 
rison is a member of the Presbyterian Church, 
and is a’ most estimable lady. Our subject owns 
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a pleasant home at No. 219 Choctaw street. By 
his ballot he supports the men and measures of 
the Republican party. As a business man and 
citizen he stands high in the esteem of his fellow- 
men. He has won success by his well-directed, 
energetic efforts, and the prosperity that has 
come to him is certainly well deserved. 


OHN ANDERSON has a very interesting 
history, and by his life has proved what has 
been hopefully believed, that the descendants 

of the red race may be honored and respected 
citizens, adhering to the best characteristics of 
the white race. Indeed, in.many respects he is 
in advance of his neighbors of the Anglo-Saxon 
type, and to-day this gentleman, in whose veins 
flows some Indian blood, is a member of the 
Society of Friends. 

The finely cultivated homestead owned by 
John Anderson comprises three hundred and 
sixty: acres, and is situated on section 27, town- 
ship 10, range 3 east, four miles southwest of 
Shawnee, Pottawatomie county. Hale and 
hearty, though now approaching the evening of 
life, John Anderson was born December 24, 
1837, in Peoria county, Ill. His father, John An- 
derson, Sr., was born in New Orleans, and his 
mother, Mary (frombly) Anderson, was a native 
of Peoria county, a member of the tribe of Pot- 
tawatomie Indians. Her parents were Tousan 
and Archangel (Wilmot) Trombly, the former of 
French descent and the latter part Indian. Mr. 
Trombly was born in Montreal, Canada, and at 
an early period settled in Peoria county. John 
Anderson, Sr., also was a pioneer there in the 
"30s, and died in 1847. His widow, with their 
two sons and daughter, returned to her tribe, 
then living at Council Bluffs, lowa, and there the 
mother died within a vear. 

The first educational opportunities which our 
subject ever had fell to his ‘share while he was 
at Council Bluffs, for he attended a district 
school in the neighborhood of the reservation. 
He was about thirteen when the tribe removed ta 
Pottawatomie county, Kans., and he accompa- 
nied his relatives, among them his grandmother, 
Archangel (Wilmot) Trombly. Soon after this 
he was sent away to school, to a place about 
three miles from Westport, Mo. There he re- 
mained for nearly five years, but, becoming tired 
of the quiet life, at last he ran away, and com- 
menced learning the blacksmith’s trade at West- 
port. There he proved his determination and 
good, industrious nature, working for two and 
a half years for his board and few new clothes. 
His employer was so well satisfied with the work 
of the faithful youth that he finally gave hima 
strong recommendation as a blacksmith, and 
thus he became a very useful member of his old 


property, for its members. 
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tribe, for he returned to them in Kansas. With 
them he went to St. Mary’s Mission, Kans., and 
in 1872 came to Oklahoma. At first he lived 
at a point about twenty miles south of his pres- 
ent home, but when the allotments of ijand were 
made, came to this place. For twenty years in 
this county he continued to act as blacksmith 
to the members of his tribe and others, but for 
the past eight years has been retired from that 
line of business, and merely attends to the man- 
agement of his valuable farm. 

Irebruary 10, 1862, Mr. Anderson was married, 
in Pottawatomie county, Kans., to Elizabeth 
Hardir, whose birth occurred at Council Bluffs, 
Iowa. She is a daughter of John and Margaret 
(LaFromboise) Hardin, the former a native of 
Missouri, and the latter the daughter of a 
Frenchman and a woman of the Pottawatomie 
tribe. Tor about three years in her girlhood, 
Mrs. Anderson attended school at St. Mary’s, 
Kans., and was instructed in the Catholic faith, 
but, like her husband, she has since become a 
member of the Society of Friends. 

Their children are: Louis, who died in his 
fourth year, in Kansas; Charles, who married 
Mary Mueller, and lives in this locality; Henri- 
etta, whose death resulted from burns received 
in a prairie fire in Kansas; Julia, who married 
William McEverest, of this township, and has 
four children; Mary, wife of Joseph W. Daniels, 
living near Choctaw; John, who lives near his 
father, and who married Sophia Mueller and has, 
three children; Thomas, who chose Ellen Henry 
for a wife, and lives on an allotment tract near 
his father’s home; Eliza, who first married 
George Christy, and had two children, and later 
became the wife of William Fuller, her brother- 
in-law; Margaret, Mrs. Octavius C. Smith, of 
this vicinity, and the mother of one child; Irene, 
who married William Fuller,-and died,- leaving 
one child; Minnie, who is the wife of Jaines 
Birch, and lives near her father; Ozetta and 
Flizabeth, who are at home. ; 

For twenty years Mr. Anderson has been 
called upon to carry on numerous business deal- 
ings between the government and ihe Potta- 
watomie tribe, and at the time of its settlement 
here he attended to the making out of deeds to 
Since becoming a 
voter he has been identified with the Republican 
party, and is a man of influence in his com- 
munity. 


OBERT J. McBRIDE. Upon coming from 
his native country of Ireland Mr. Afe Bride 
located in Philadelphia, Pa., where he lived 

until twenty-two vears of age. Desiring to learn 
the trade of brush-maker, he removed to Cam- 
den, N. J., and, after perfecting himself in the 
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work, went to Ottawa, Ill., where he remained 
for two years. His next venture was near To- 
peka, Kans., where he engaged in farming for 
five years, and where he was married March 20, 
1886, to Ella Weltner. She is a daughter of 
Eugene and Martha Weltner, who are living at 
Maple Hill, Kans. 

In February of 1890 Mr. McBride decided to 
associate himself with the larger possibilities of 
Oklahoma, and bought the southeast quarter of 
section 21, township 18, range I east, Payne 
county, which is under a high state of cultivation 
and has a fine orchard attached. [iity acres of 
the claim are cleared, and there are two springs, 
which add to the convenience of watering stock. 
In September of 1899 Mr. McBride purchased 
the store known as the Paradise store, and post- 
office. In February of 1900 he was appointed 
postmaster by President McKinley, and during 
his term of service has given great satisfaction. 
Independent in politics, he has held a number 
of important local offices within the gift of the 
people, including that of township clerk, of which 
he was second in the township. Fraternally he 
is associated with Lodge No. 5, A. O. U. W., 
at Stillwater, and with the Modern Woodmen of 
America, being a charter member of the lodge at 
Coyle. Of the children born to Mr. and Mrs. 
McBride four are living. Jessie is thirteen years 
of age, and was born in Kansas; Melvin, also 
born in Kansas, died at the age of two and one- 
half years; Verner was born in Oklahoma, and 
is eight years of age; Lois is six years old, and 
was born in the territory; and Eunice, aged 
three, was also born here. 

Mr. McBride is a progressive and enterprising 
farmer and enjoys the good-will and respect of 
all who know him. He is interested in all that 
pertains to the improvement of his county and 
locality, and generously contributes toward the 
maintenance of her institutions. With the Chris- 


tian Advent Church himself and family are 
closely associated, and are ardent workers 
therein. 

OUIS MYERS. One of that Grand Army 


of the Republic, whose ranks are rapidly 
being diminished, Louis Myers deserves a 
high place i in the esteem of the people who have 
entered into the promised land of peace and 
prosperity on account of the noble part taken 
by himself and his brave comrades who wore the 
blue in the days when our fair land was shaken 
to its foundations. Tor nearly twelve years he 
has been a resident of Stillwater, and closely as- 
sociated with its upbuilding, and few citizens are 
better known throughout this part of Oklahoma, 
Born near Cincinnati, in Brown county, Ohio, 
in November, 1838, Louis Myers is a son of 


‘joy’s Station, Atlanta and Peach 
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W. C. and Catherine (Carmichael) Myers, na- 
tives of Pennsylvania and farmers of the Buck- 
eye state for a number of years. Doth diced in 
Ohio, and three of their ten children are de- 
ceased. George Myers enlisted in the Vifty- 
ninth Ohio Infantry during the Civil war, and 
his life was a sacrifice on his country’s altar. 
Another brother of our subject, Wesley Myers, 
resides in this city, as also does a sister, Mrs. 
McGrew. 

The first great event in the life of Louis Myers 
(for his youth was quietly passed upon a farm) 


_ was his enlistment in response to the president's 


call for defenders of the Union, in April, 1861, 
at the beginning of the war. When the three 
months had elapsed, and it became evident that 
this was a mere prelude to the terribie strife 
which was to follow, Mr. Myers re-enlisted in 
Company H, Fiity-ninth Ohio, and with that 
regiment participated in more than a score oi 
the most important battles of the war. Among 
them were Mill Springs, Crab Orchard, Shiloh, 
Corinth, Pittsburg Landing, Iuka, Jackson’s 
Landing, Holly Springs, Perryville, Wildcat 
Mountain, Chickamauga, Mission Ridge, Knox- 
ville, Ringgold, Rocky Face Ridge, Buzzard’s 
Roost, Kennesaw Mountain, Resaca, Lost 
Mountain, Pumpkin-vine Ridge, Marietta, Love- 
‘ree, “Creek. 
In the last-named engagement Mr. Myers, w ho 
thus far seemingly had led a charmed life, while 
acting as a sergeant, July 19, 1864, was slightly 
wounded i in the left leg. He would not leave his 
post of duty for long, and the following day was 
in the thickest of the fight, when he was shot 
through the left lung and shoulder. He fell to 
the ground, unconscious, and about fifteen min- 
utes later staggered a short distance and fell. 
Soon he was carried to the rear of the lines, but 
for several hours lay insensible in camp. Three 
days his couch of suffering was a board under a 
tree, but finally he was sent to the hospital at 
Lookout Mountain, and two weeks jater to 
Nashville. In August he was sent home on a 
furlough, and in December of the same year was 
mustered out of the service at Columbus, Ohio. 
Like many another brave hero of the war, 
Mr. Myers began the active private career of a 
citizen under most disheartening conditions. The 
mere wreck of his former self, he resumed agri- 
culture in his native county, and remained there 
until the spring of 1880. Then, settling near 
Winfield, Kans., he improved and later sold a 
farm, after which he lived on a homestead near 
Tisdale, Kans. April 22, 1889, he proceeded to 
Guthrie, and in the following June came to Still- 
water. Here he immediately engaged in the 
livery business, running a hack between Orlando 
and Stillwater for nine years, and having charge 
of the mails. In 1898 he sold out and bouglit 
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what is known as the Blue-bell Barn, at Perry, 
and his son, W. C., now is manager of the enter- 
prise. In 1900 Mr. Myers, Sr., built a substan- 


tial brick and stone barn, 56x10o feet, in Still- 


water, and is conducting this business. The 
stable is the largest of the kind in the county, 
the one at Perry being a close second, and both 
barns are managed in a systematic way, mcriting 
the approval of the public. They are feed and 
sale stables, and a fine line of horses are always 
to be found here. Mr. Myers is the possessor 
of the famous pacer, “Abdallah Prince.” 

Two years ago the Republicans of Payne 
county honored Mr. Myers by electing him to 
the office of county weigh-master, in which ca- 
pacity he served until November, 1t900. He al- 
ways has been a stanch Republican, and in the 
fraternities is a loyal member of the Grand Army 
lodge of Stillwater. 

In Brown county, Ohio, Mr. Myers married 
Miss Sarah E. Metzger, likewise a native of that 
section. Their eight children are living, namely: 
Alonzo, who is employed as a conductor in the 
electric railway service at San Francisco, Cal.; 
Mrs. Minnie Swope, of South McAlester, I. T.; 
W. C., who is the manager oi his father’s busi- 
ness in Perry; James, who is engaged in the 
transfer business in Stillwater; Myrtle, Mrs. 
- George Butchart, of this city ; John, employed 
with his father; Elijah, who is a druggist here; 
and Iva, who is athome. Mrs. Myers is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Church, as are several of 
the children. 


EOPOLD OBREITER. One of the most 
loyal, patriotic citizens of Oklahoma is the 
gentleman of whom the following history has 

been compiled, Leopold Obreiter, a hero of the 
Civil war. The blood of the sturdy, patriotic 
Greeks flows in his veins, as, for four hundred 
years backward into the mists of medizeval days, 
his ancestry is traced to the upper class of that 
once grand, world-commanding nation. Many 
of his forefathers were noted for wealth and 
learning, and some, going into the rising empire 
of the old Teutonic race, i pecame titled men and 
members of the nobility of Germany. 


Joseph, father of Leopold Obreiter, was born | 


in Germany, whence he emigrated to the United 
States fifty-three vears ago. He was numbered 
thenceforth among the farmers of Lancaster 
county, Pa., and a portion of the valuable home- 


stead which he improved is now included within | 


the limits of Lancaster Citv. When in the sixty- 
ninth year of his useful life he was summoned 
-o his reward in Philadelphia. His wife, who 
had previously died at their old home in Lan- 
caster county, when in her fifty-fifth year, was 
Stevanna Bauer in her girlhood, and the place 


of her nativity is in the grand duchy of Baden, 
Germany. Seven of her eight children survive, 
Herman, the fourth, ‘having been killed by the 
Indians in 1867, while he was crossing the plains, 
on the way to California with a large supply of 
merchandise, which, of course, was lost. Theresa, 
who married Tlorian Becht, and Adelaide, who 
wedded Jerome Schreck, are widows. John, the 
eldest, owns part of Wheatland, the old home of 
James Buchanan, at Lancaster, Pa. Joseph and 
William are engaged in business together in Ho- 
boken, N. J., and Jacob, the youngest of the fam- 
ily, is a citizen of Michigan. 

The birth of Leopold Obreiter took place in 
Philadelphia, Pa., August 23, 1847, and until he 
was thirteen years old he lived upon his father’s 
farm in Lancaster county. Then he commenced 
learning the printer’s trade in the office of John 
Bears’ Sons, in Lancaster City, and at the end of 
two and a half years he was accounted thor- 
oughly capable in every department of the busi- 
ness, including the bindery. 

In 1862, though but fifteen years of age, Leo- 
pold Obreiter enlisted in Company E,, Tw enty- 
minth Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, and 
served until August 10, 1865, in the Irish Bri- 
gade, with Sumner’s erand division, and in the 
Ninth Army Corps. The gallantry of the youth 
on. the field of battle and at his post of duty, 
wherever it happened to be, resulted in his being 
entrusted with important tasks, and gradually he 
was promoted, until his responsibilities were not 
in proportion to his age. He was made a ser- 
geant during the battle of Antietam, and, when 
in front of Petersburg, was made lieutenant 
of his company. For some time he was one of 
the color guards of the Ninth Army Corps, with 
the rank of corporal, and at Georgetown, Md., 
was placed on provost duty. When he had he- 
roically battled for his country until war had 
ceased, he took part in the Grand Review at 
Washington, and the date of his honorable dis- 
charge from the service is as given above, Au- 
gust 10, 1865. Five months afterward the love 
for army life, which had been fostered in him, 
so far asserted itself that he joined Company G, 
Sixth United States Infantry, regulars, and dur- 
ing the reconstruction period was stationed in 
North and South Carolina for three years. Then, 
for a like period, he was located at Fort Gibson, 
in the Cherokee Nation, and aided in the work 
of constructing the Missouri River, Fort Scott & 
Gulf Railroad’ through Kansas. By merit he 
rose to the rank of first sergeant, and on many 
occasions was acting sergeant-major of his com- 
pany... Lhe last period of his army life was at 
Fort Hays, in western Kansas, and January 10, 

1872, he received his honorable discharge from 
the army. 


Returning to the Quaker City, Mr. Obreiter 
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was connected with the street railroad business 
for a short time, and in the autumn of the same 
year located upon a farm in Christian county, 
Ill. Fora score of years he dwelt in that vicinity, 
and, in addition to his agricultural labors, was 
long engaged in merchandising at Grove City, 
carrying a stock amounting in value to thirty 
thousand dollars. In F ebruary, 1891, he came 
to Edmond, Okla., where he dealt in real estate 
to some extent for a period, but soon bought his 
homestead in section 15, Britton township. The 
place was practicaily unimproved, and he at once 
commenced making marked changes and now 
has eighty-five acres under the plow. He raises 
a fine grade of Shorthorn cattle, but 1s known 
most widely as a poultry-man. Ile devotes his 
chief attention to the raising of thoroughbred 
Black Langshang chickens, and at exhibits has 
taken two gold medals at Houston, Tex., and 
others at Guthrie, Arkansas City and other 
points. His reputation as a raiser of fine poultry 
is not limited, for he sells and ships specimens to 
well-known people in all parts of the Union. 
Twenty years ago, in Illinois, he first became in- 
terested in this business, and thousands of these 
beautiful birds have been sold by him at high 
prices. Being considered an authority, he be- 
came one of the charter members, and later was 
made president of the Territorial Poultry Asso- 
ciation, of which he now is the treasurer. He 
has contributed articles of recognized worth to 
many leading poultry journals. 

Politically a stalwart Republican, Mr. Obrei- 
ter is a member of the county central commit- 
tee, and two years ago was a candidate for the 
office of county commissioner. For a number of 
years he has been a school director, and in the 
fraternities is a Knight of Pythias and a Good 
Templar, a Mason, and past noble grand of 
Grove City Lodge No. 275, I. O. O. F., in Illi- 
nois. His influence is always given to progres- 
sive movements, and he is a stanch friend to 
schools, churches and temperance. Jor some 
time he served as teacher of the Sunday-schools 
of Methodist and United Brethren churches. 

In 1880 Mr. Obreiter married Emma Irvin, 
who died within a few years. His present wife 
bore the maiden name of Florence Smith, and 
their four children are named, respectiveiy: Irene 
Es Marta M.,, Pearl’S. and Claude P.. Tlrey-are 
promising students of the local schools and are 
receiving excellent advantages. 


OSEPEH ©. POWELL. Asa hero’ of the 
Civil war, if for no other reason, J. I. Pow- 
ell, of Stillwater, is entitled to a place of 
honor in the rolls of the country for which he 
fought and endured untold hardships in the long, 
weary years of her peril, Almost his entire ma- 
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ture life has been spent on the western frontier, 
and his experiences have been varied and ex- 
tremely interesting. 

Born in Seneca county, Ohio, in 1838, J. E. 
Powell is a son of Robert and Chloe (Danicls) 
Powell, natives of Pennsylvania, and early set- 
tlers in the Buckeye state, where they spent their 
lives upon a farm. In 1857 our subject went to 
Illinois, and for the ensuing three years worked 
for farmers in Henderson and Warren counties. 
Two-score years ago he came to the west, and, 
after spending a year in Holt county, Mo., took 
up his residence in \Wyandotte county, where he 
remained until 1874. 

In the meantime the great war of the Rebel- 
lion was waged, and July 21, 1861, the young 
man enlisted in Company A, Sixth Kansas In- 
fantry, at Fort Leavenworth. During the next 
three and a half years he was actively engaged 
in border warfare, chiefly in Missouri and Arkan- 
sas, finding the bushwhackers, commanded by 
Price and Quantrell, enemies not to be lightly 
esteemed. He was in innumerable skirmishes 
with these outlaws, and during the Camden raid 
met his Waterloo at the hands of some of the 
Quantrell men. Seeing one of his friends and 
comrades, Granville Freeman, hard pressed and 
in a hand-to-hand combat with one of the guer- 
rillas, he went to his aid. The rebel, who had a 
shotgun strapped to his side, raised it and sent a 
bullet into Mr. Powell's right knee, after which 
he was taken captive. For a whole month the 
soldier boy languished in a prison, without re- 
ceiving proper medical attention, and at lengt h, 
when the was sent to Fort Smith, it was found 
necessary to amputate his leg. For weeks he 
was confined to the hospital, but finally was mus- 
tered out of the service January 24, 1865, at Fort 
Leavenworth, and returned to his home in Wy- 
andotte county. 

In 1857 ‘Mr. Powell married, in Illinois, 
Amanda J. Murray, who departed this life March 
16, 1871, leaving four children, John, Ellen and 
Fred, who now live in Payne county, and have 
families of their own, and Edward, who lives in 
the Osage Reservation. October 1, 1871, Mr. 
Powell married Sallie Egerton, by whom he has 
eight children. Her parents, Jane and Rebecca 
Egerton, lived and died in North Carelina. The 
eldest son, Jacob Marion, and the third son, 
George, are married and farmers of this county. 
The others are at home, namely: William, Frank, 
Rose, May 33., Florence and Nettie. 

Twenty-six years ago Mr. Powell located in 
Cowley county, Nans., and later became a settler 
of Chautauqua county, same state. In the fall of 

1889 he came to Oklahoma , and, having bought 
a relinquishment to a claim in the southern part 
of Payne county, made good improvements, and 
finally sold the place, and for some time lived in 
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Stillwater, in order to provide his children with 
better educational advantages. He invested his 
capital in a good brick store in the town, and 
subsequently ‘traded it for his well-improved farm 
in the southern part of section 24, township 19, 
range 2. The land is furnished with an abun- 
dance of water by the Boomer creek, which 
forms one of its boundaries, and a well-built 
house and barn, and a thrifty orchard, producing 
a large variety of fruits, make this a model farm. 

Tn his youth Mr. Powell's advantages were 
very limited, and, realizing the value of an edu- 
cation, he is determined that his children shall 
be better provided for in this respect than he was. 
He has met with many reverses, and his financial 
experiences in Kansas were very disheartening, 


for he lost about $8,000 of his hard-earned money: 


in Wyandotte county and $6,000 in Cowley 
county. Practically he had to commence at the 
bottom of the ladder again when he came to 
Oklahoma. He receives a pension from the gov- 
ernment and certainly is trebly entitled to it. Po- 
litically he has always been a Democrat. He 
was elected county weigh-master, to succeed 
Louis Myers, and now resides in the city of 
Stillwater. 


EORGE DOLLINGER. While engaged 
in the general merchandise business in In- 
galls, Payne county, Mr. Doilinger has 

won the confidence and esteem of all who appre- 
ciate honest business methods, and are possessed 
of the desire for the best interests of their grow- 
ing age As a postmaster, he has faithfully 

discharged his duties to the public, thereby 
substantiating his reputation of long-standing 
reliability. 

Mr. Dollinger was born in Douglas county, 
Kans., in 1867, z and is the son of Charles and 
Emma Dollnger. Charles Dollinger was a 
blacksmith by trade, and a conscientious and 
painstaking workman. His son, George, was 
reared in town until his ninth year, at which 
time thejfather» moved. into the» country, 
and combined his trade with the occupation of 
gencral farming. The vouth received a fair edu- 
cation at the public schools, and learned to be 
a model farmer. When twenty-one years of 
age his independent spirit asserted itself, and 
he decided to depend for the future upon his 
own resources. He accordingly engaged in ag- 
ricultural pursuits in the same locality, and was 
fairly successful in the enterprise until the open- 
ing of Oklahoma. 

Two weeks after the run Mr. Dollinver arrived 
in the vicinity of Ingalls, purchased. a claim, 
and at once began its improvement. Not con- 
tent‘with the prospects of a future indefinite resi- 
denee there, he eventually sold his possession, 
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and opened a grocery store in Ingalls. With 
the growth of the town and the added demands 


for a more general line of goods, Mr. Dollinger 
wisely branched out in his business and stocked 
up with all-around necessities. Since then he 
has met with an extended patronage, and has 
come to regard his adopted town as a desirable 
place in which to live. Aside from the store in 
which his business is conducted, he is the owner 
of a fine residence. 

january 1, 1900, Mr. Dollinger was appointed 
postmaster of Ingalls by President McRinley. 
He was married, in 1899, to China Parmley, a 
daughter of L. F. and O. T. Parmley. Of this 
union there is one child, Ila, who is not vet a 
vear old. In national politics Mr. Dollinger is 
a kepublican, and firmly believes in the princi- 
ples and issues of his party. His first presiden- 
tial vote was cast for Benjamin Harrison. [rra- 
ternally he is associated with the Odd Fellows, 
which organization he joined while living in 
IKXKansas in 1888. He is now a member of the 
lodge at Stillwater. With his family, he is con- 
nected with the Lutheran Church, and sub- 
scribes generously towards its support. 


RANCIS M. RILEY. The prosperity of anv 

community depends upon its business ac- 

tivity, and the enterprise manifest in com- 
mercial circles is the foundation upon which is 
builded the material welfare of town, state and 
nation, The most important factors in public 
life at the present day are, therefore, the men 
who are in control of successful business inter- 
ests, and such a one is Mr. Riley, a prorat 
citizen of Oklahoma City. 

He was born in Vermilion county, Ind., Aan 
14, 1844, and on the paternal side is of Scotch- 
Irish descent. His father, Jacob Riley, was born 
in Hardin county, Ky., in 1803, and was a son of 
James Riley, who removed from that state to 
Indiana, and later to Green county, Wis., where 
he died at the age of eighty-three vears. Jacob 
Riley was reared in his native county, and re- 
ceived a fair education for those days. In 1827 
he went to Perrysville, Vermilion county, Ind, 
Where he engaged in teaching in the typical pio- 
neer schoolhouse, built of logs, with dirt floor, 
greased paper windows, slab seats, and huge fire- 


place at one end. One of his early pupils. Elisha 
Rodgers, is still living in Indiana at the age of 


eighty-eight years. He is the father-in-law of 
our subject. Mr. Riley continued to engage in 
teaching for some years, and in early days served 
as an officer in the Indiana State Militia. He 
was married in Perrysville, in 1834, to Miss Eliz- 
abeth Nichols, a native of Greenbrier county. 
W. Va., and a daughter of Jacob Nichols, an 
early settler of Indiana. Mr. Riley established 
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the first harness shop in Perrysville, and con- 
ducted the same until 1842, when he purchased 
one hundred acres of land and turned his atten- 
tion to agricultural pursuits. He met with suc- 
cess in that undertaking and became the owner 
of four hundred acres of valuable land. He was 
a Whig and later a Republican in politics, and was 
highly respected by all who knew him. Re- 
ligiously he was a member of the Universalist 
Church. He died in Indiana November 1, 1880, 
and his wife passed away in 1868. Their clul- 
dren were William, who died in Green county, 
Wis.; Hardin, who died in Hot Springs, Ark.: 
Nancy, who married Isaac Rouse, and died in 
Indiana; Francis M., our subject; and Jacob R., 
a prominent and successful theatrical man, w ho 
died in Danville, Hl., May 30, 1899. 

Francis M. Riley was reared on a farm and 
obtained his education in the district schools 
near his boyhood home. In July, 1862, he en- 
listed for three months in Company H, Seventy- 
first Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and was mus- 
tered in at Chicago. His regiment was assigned 
to the Army of the Tennessee, and remained in 
the service four months, being mustered out and 
honorably discharged at Chicago November 20, 
1862. Returning home, Mr. Riley took charge 
of the farm, and later purchased the interest oi 
the other heirs in the place, consisting of one 
hundred and sixty acres, to which he subse- 
quently added two hundred and eighty-seven 
acres adjoining. He introduced the first polled 
angus cattle into Vermilion county, and engaged 
in breeding them for some time. The cattle 
which he raised were sold in various localities, 
and some were brought by the pioneers of Okla- 
homa to this territory, and may still be found in 
Oklahoma county. Mr. Riley established the 
first tile factory in his section of the state, and 
operated the same for many years. When the 
Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad was built 
he succeeded in getting a flag station on his 
farm, to which was given the name of Riley in 
his honor. Later he secured a postoffice there, 
and was made postmaster and ticket agent. The 
station is only one hundred rods from the Illinois 
line, a part of his land being in that state, and 
there he laid out a town. He still owns a farm 
of one hundred and twenty-five acres near Dan- 
ville, Ill. He served as county commissioner of 
his county from 1884 to 1890, and for the last 
three years was ch cu of the board. 

On the 8th of July, 1877, in Warren county, 
Ind., Mr. Riley saneied Miss’ Martha W. Rod- 
gers, a native of that county, and a daughter of 
Elisha Rodgers, who was born in Connecticut, 
and who died March 4, 1900, in Baltimore, Ind., 
aged eighty-eight years. When a child of six 
oe he was taken to Indiana by his parents, 

the journey being made overland. Her grand- 
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father, Allen Rodgers, was also a native of Con- 
necticut, and was a farmer and cooper by 
occupation. In early life her father engaged in 
coopering and. school-teaching, but later fol- 
lowed farming,and at the time of his death owned 
about two hundred and seventy acres on the 
Wabash river, where he had a palatial home. 
During pioneer days he flatboated on the Wa- 
bash, Ohio and Mississippi rivers to New Or- 
leans, and also conducted a store and postoftfice 
at the old town of Baltimore, Ind., now extinct. 
He maintained a very active part in public at- 
fairs, and served as county commissioner and 
justice of the peace for many years. He married 
Mary Moudy, a native of Ohio, and a daugliter 
of Peter Moudy, also an early settler of Indiana, 
and a farmer by occupation. She is still living. 
They had a family of six children: Mrs. Sarah 
Talbot and Mrs. Emma Kenney, residents of 
Warren county, Ind.; Martha W., wife of our 
subject; A. Lincoln, a farmer of Covington, Ind; 
Mrs. Rosa Rouse, who lives near Rileysburg, 
Ind.; and Peter, who lives on a part of the home 
farm. 

On the oth of acca eae 1890, Mr. Riley be- 
came a resident of Oklahoma City, where he 
has since engaged in the oa estate business and 
loaning money. He has erected residences and 
business houses. In connection with Mr. Will 
he built the State National Bank building, is 
also part owner of the Masonic Temple, and, be- 
sides his city property, owns several farms. He 
is interested in the Oklahoma City Live Stock 
Company, the capital stock of w hich is $30,000, 
and of which he is secretary and manager. Vhe 
company has large stocky ards, covering one 
hundred and twenty acres, and is doing a success- 
ful business. Mr. Riley was one of the incor- 
porators of the State National Bank of Okla- 
homa, of which he has since been a director, and 
was also an incorporator of the St. Louis & 
Oklahoma Railroad, now a part of the St. Louis 
& San Francisco Railroad, of which he was a 
director from the start until its completion. For 
the benefit of the Frisco Company he gave a 
piece of property, which is now worth $3.500, 
and his aid is never withheld from any enterprise 
which he belteves calculated to prove of public 
benefit. He is eminently public-spirited and 
progressive, and at all times has the good of the 
community at heart, his abilities being exerted 
to make the city of his adoption rank among the 
best in this section of the Union. 

Asa Republican Mr. Riley takes an active in- 
terest in political affairs, but has never cared for 
the honors or emoluments of public office. * He 
has, however, served as assessor of the city four 
vears, and alderman of the first ward one term, 
but refused longer to accept both positions. THe 
was made a Mason at Perrysville, Ind., and is 
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now a prominent member of Oklahoma Lodge 
No. 3, A. I’. & A. M.; Oklahoma Chapter No. 7, 
R. A. M.; Oklahoma Commandery No. 2, K. T.; 
and India Temple, As A.)Ox,N.-M.'S: He is 
also a member of Grant Post, G. A. R., and his 
wife belongs to the \WWoman’s Relief Corps, and 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Lay McGONN,. Dina 'S:,\known as. the 

, father of the Oklahoma Dental Associa- 

tion, is one of the most able exponents of 

his profession in the west. Although at the 
present time Shawnee is profiting by his experi- 
ence and skill, he has beeu prominently identi- 
fied with several different localities, and has 
continued to steadily advance to the prominent 


_,position now unanimously accorded his com- 


prehensive grasp of the best tenets of dental 
art. 

Of sturdy Scotch ancestry, Dr. McConn was 
born in Cambridge, Ohio, in July, 1842. His 
father, Thomas, was born in Scotland, and at 
an early age was deprived of the care and af- 
fectionate interest of his father. A refuge for 
his lonely boyhood was found in a horse fancier, 
who gave him a home, and trained him to ride 
and .appreciate the noble animal, horse. He 
later engaged in the peaceful occupation of 
farming in Guernsey county, Ohio, and was a 
pioneer of that locality, where he subsequently 
died. His wife, Jane (Roberts) McConn, was 
born in Connecticut, a daughter of John Rob- 
erts, a farmer of Virginia, who lived and died in 
his native state. His wife died in Ohio. The 
eight children born to this couple all attained 
maturity, and five are still living, Dr. McConn 
being the youngest. One son, Thomas, served 
-during the Civil war in an Ohio regiment, and 
Robert and John were among the gold-seekers 
of 1849, who crossed the plains to California; 
George Washington is a merchant in Ohio; Wil- 
liam is a clergyman in the Presbyterian Church, 
and Thomas V. is in Arkansas City. 

After a youth spent in Cambridge, and an 
education acquired at the public schools, M. L. 
McConn came to Iowa in 1862, and began the 
study of dentistry with Dr. Allender, of Bloom- 
field. He subsequently practiced with him for 
four years, and then began to practice for him- 
self in Decorah, Iowa. After five years he re- 
turned to Bloomfield and remained for two 
years, and in 1885 settled in Arkansas City. In 
1889 he located in Purcell, I. T., and enjoyed a 
season of uninterrupted success until 1893, when 
he located in Oklahoma City. In an office on 
Main street he conducted a large practice until 
the opening of Shawnee, when he settled within 
her pfomising borders as the first representa- 
tive of the dental profession. His office was at 


first in a small building on the site of the present 
brick structure, which is the Oklahoma State 
Bank Building, on Main and Union avenue. 

Dr. McConn was married in Cambridge, Ohio, 
to Catherine Burt, who was born in the vicinity 
of Cambridge, and died in Decorah, Iowa. A 
second marriage was contracted by Dr. McConn 
in Shawnee, his wife being Viola Harden, of 
Ohio. 

One of the most ambitious undertakings of 
Dr. M[cConn was in connection with the organ- 
ization of the Oklahoma Dental Association, in 
the interest of which he has worked uninter- 
ruptedly, and of which he has been president for 
two terms. It is doubtful if any one in the same 
line of work keeps more accurate account of the 
improvements in the mechanical and other de- 
partments of his profession, or contributes more 
towards raising the standard and adhering to 
the best principles already established. In 1899 
he served as delegate to the National Dental 
Association at Omaha, and has been sigually 
marked for especial appreciation on other occa- 
sions. In national politics he is a firm believer in 
the principles and issues of the Republican party 
as laid down by Abraham Lincoln, for whom he 
cast his first presidential vote. He is a devoted 
member of the Presbyterian Church, and con- 
tributes generously towards its support. 


OHN, LINDSEY ;. ROBERTSON, who is 

now serving in the responsible position of 

commissioner of Oklahoma county, and as 
one of the first to act in this capacity in this 
county, soon after its organization, has made a 
creditable record, and is justly popular with the 
people, whose interests he has deeply at heart. 
Pre-eminently a self-made and_ self-educated 
man, his material success has been well earned 
and proves an inspiration to the rising genera- 
tion. 

In his childhood, William J., father of J. L. 
Robertson, accompanied his father, Thomas 
J. Robertson, to the United States from his 
birthplace in Scotland. He was reared in 
Tennessee, and in 1838 went to live beyond 
the Mississippi, then on the frontier. Taking 
up: five hundred and twenty acres of govern- 
ment land in Greene county, Mo., he spent 
the rest of his life in cultivating the prop- 
erty which, since his death, has been owned by 
his widow, Mrs. Mary A. (Lotspeich) Robertson. 
She is of German parentage, and was born and 
reared in Sweetwater, Tenn. The husband was 
in his seventy-fourth year at the time of his 
denuse, in 1879. Two of their eleven children 
died in infancy. Of the others, Charles L., a 
farmer, lives on the homestead adjoining the 
mother’s farm. Mary E., wife of Charles A. 
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Young, lives in Greene county, Mo. Nancy Car- 
oline, wife of Morris Grant, is a resident of Polk 
county, Mo. Armelda, wife of Joseph Potter, 
resides in this county. Mary J. married Joseph 


Gilmore. Sarah C. is Mrs. A. D. Murray, and 
Martha F. is Mrs. M. F. Phillips, of Labette 
county, Kans. 


The birth of John L. Robertson, the fourth 
child of his parents, occurred November 11, 
1843, in Cass township, Greene county, Mo., 
and when old enough to aid in the manifold 
tasks of the large homestead he assumed many 
duties rightly belonging to older shoulders. His 
educational opportunities were practically nil 
in his youth, as he was unable to read, write or 
deal with figures, even at the close of his long 
army life. Having been brought up in the 
south, as his father before him also had been, it is 
not strange that he firmly believed in the doc- 
trine of states’ rights, and, with the enthusiasm 
of the young, was among the first to offer his 
life, if need be, for his principles. On the 25th 
of March, 1861, he enlisted in Captain Camp- 
bell’s Company of Confederate Cavalry, and 
served four years and twenty days. For gal- 
lantry displayed at Mount Elby, Ark., where 
he led a skirmishing line across an open field 
three-quarters of a mile under heavy fire from 
infantry and artillery forces, which killed about 
half of his comrades, he was commissioned cap- 
tain. For the ensuing two years he served in 
that office, in Shelby’s Cavalry, and was with 
General Price when he went on his famous raid 
into Missouri and Kansas, fighting in the battles 
of Lone Jack and the Big and Little Biue. Later 
he was detailed as a recruiting officer in the field, 
organized four companies and led them to the 
front. Twice he was wounded during a charge 
en a fort at Buffalo, Mo., once, when. with 
Price, he was retreating from Fremont, again 
at Prairie Grove, and on another occasion was 
cut across the head with a saber. January 12, 
1862, he. was captured on Big Flat, during the 
retreat of Price, and at the end. of thirty days 
was paroled, and went home, only to resume 
his place in the ranks as soon as his exchange 
could be effected. As an example of the way that 
families were divided by the cruel war, it mav 
be said that our subject’s only brother, Charles 
L., was in the Union army, a member of Captain 
Perkins’ Company of Infantry, assisted to built 
Fort No. 1, at Springfield, Mo., and was. sta- 
ticned there during the war. It so happened 
by the decree of fate that our subject was with 
a force of soldiers ordered to make an attack 
upon that fort, and vainly requested that he 
might be relieved of his unhappy duty. Once, 
when in desperate straits, he, with forty-one of 
his comrades, left the firing line rather than 
surrender to the enemy. On the way trom Mex- 
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ico to Shreveport, La. where they finaliy sur- 
rendered, under the leadership of Captain Rob- 
ertson, they fought the Comanche Indians, in 
the Wichita Mountains, sixteen days, and. for 
twelve hours, in Moccasin Gap, were surrounded 
by the red men. It was a brave and terrible fight 
that the little band of white men maiie, and at 
last they won the victory, literally cutting their 
way through, fully one hundred Indians- being 
killed. 

Subsequent to his surrender, Mr. Robertson 
resided in Marshall, Tex., until September 12, 
1865, when he returned to his native state. Dur- 
ing the next few years he was connected with 
the agricultural interests of Callaway, Lafav- 
ette and Greene counties, Mo., and in 1870 went 
to Montgomery county, Kans. There he bouglit 
two hundred and forty acres, and for eighteen 
years was successfully engaged in general farm- 
ing and cattle raising. In December, 1888, he 
rented his homestead, and, taking his family to 
Dade county, Mo., left them there while he made 
the run into Oklahoma. He visited the chief 
towns, and in Oklahoma City met an old friend. 
W. J. Ladd, who was holding two claims on 
Bluff creek, and one of them he gave te our 
subject. The latter at once began making im- 
provements upon the place, and in the autumn 
sent for his family. After residing there about 
three years he sold out for 52,500, and then 
bought some practically raw land, the property 
now, owned by his only son, Charles W. Rob- 
ertson, in Springer township. While he fived 
upon the place he made substantial changes, thus 
greatly increasing its value. In 1896 he bought 
the northeast quarter of section 35, township 
14, range 4 west, a partially improved place, and 
lived there two vears, then selling, and in its 
stead buying the property which he still owns—., 
the northwest quarter of section 13, Choctaw 
township. This homestead is specially adapted 
to the raising of cotton and oats, and about one 
hundred acres are under cultivation. The new 
owner planted about five hundred fruit trees and 
two hundred grape vines, which now are in a 
promising condition. 

In addition to his fine farm, 
owns some property in Bristow, 


Mr. Robertson 
Creck Nation, 


and in Arapahoe City, in the Cherokce and 
Arapahoe Nation. In 1891 he made the race 
into Towa county; two years later joined in tie 


race into the Cherokee and Arapaho2 country. 
and later went into the Cherokee strip, where he 
took ap a whole block in the town of Pawnee, 
and, after fencing it, proceeded to erect some 
uileinee which, one by one, he finally seid, 
In political matters Mr. Robertson 1s actively 
in favor of the Democratic policy. In 1890 he 
was elected as county commissioner from Spring 
Creek township, at the first general election held 
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HON. DICK T. MORGAN, 
Perry. 
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in Oklahoma, and served two years. Again, in 
1898, he was elected commissioner, aid is tak- 
ing an honored part in local affairs. During his 
first term he met the city council of Okla- 
homa City and secured a lot, 100x170 
feet, on which a city and county jail 
was to be erected. Then he was very ac- 
tive in the work of its construction, and in 
1892 was sent to St. Louis by Judge J. C. Clark, 
to purchase cells for the new jail. Finding that 
he could buy them cheaper in Cincinnati, he 
proceeded to that city, and thus, by care and 
judicious expenditure of the funds entrusted to 
him, saved the county $438. He also placed the 
first county bonds of $75,000, which, in the 
spring of 1900, the board of commissioners re- 
funded, thus saving the county $15,000, and re- 
ducing the interest from seven per cent to five 
per cent. During his first term Mr. Robertson 
was the author of a petition by means of witich a 
public highway was condemned, and thus the 
present ice-plant for the county jail was afforded 
a suitable site. In the period between his terms 
‘of office seven bridges were built in his own 
(the first) district, ‘and at present there are 
twenty-one substantial bridges in the same 
boundaries, and, in addition to this great work, 
four of the others have been carefull repaired and 
strengthened all without increasing the amount 
of the people’s taxes. Always interested in ed- 
ucational matters, Mr. Robertson has been an 
efficient member of the local school board, and 
under his auspices several schoolhouses have 
been built, a number of them for the coiored 
class. He belongs to the Horse Protective As- 
sociation and is a charter member of Lodge No 
154, at present acting as its president. 

In Qctober, 1866, Mr. Robertson married 
Phoebe E. Crouch, who departed this life in 
1898, leaving four children to mourn her loss. 
Charles W., of Springer township, is represented 
elsewhere in this work. Charlotte J. is the wife 
of John S. Tye, of Bristow, I. T.; Daisy is at 
home with her father; and Sarah Ellen is the 
wife of Edward Alward, of Luther township. 
September 6, 1900, Mr. Robertson married 
Maud B., widow of Henry E. Athey, and daugh- 
ter of Dew and Phoebe Bartlett, of Marietta, 
Ohio, where Mrs. Robertson was bora. She 
is the mother of three children, Ada, Earl and 
Phoebe Athey. 


ON. DICK THOMPSON MORGAN. By 
common consent recognized as a domi- 
nant factor in all matters coming within 

the scope of his profession, in the social, inteliec- 

tual and political life of his community, Hon. 

Dick T. Morgan, of Perry, needs no introduction 
43 
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to the people of Oklahoma, and is widely and 
favorably known in the middle west. A history 
of his busy and useful life cannot fail to serve 
as an inspiration to the rising generation, and 
will be perused with much interest by his nu- 
merous friends and acquaintances. 

The Morgans are of Welsh descent, but the 
branch to which the subject of this articie be- 
longs has been identified with this republic since 
its early colonial days. His great-grandfather 
Morgan was a hero of the war for independence, 
and * crandfather, William Morgan, born in 
Virginia, was a pioneer in Kentucky and ct In- 
diana. His son, Valentine, father of Hon. D. T. 
Morgan, was born in Bourbon county, Ky., and 
from his fourteenth year until his death, in his 
sixty-sixth year, was a resident of the Hoosier 
state. His homestead was situated near Terre 
Haute, and, as he was very enterprising and 
successful, he owned upwards of five hundred 
acres of valuable farm land in that section of the 
state. For a wife he chose Frances Thompson, 
who is yet living on their old homestead, now 
in her eightieth year. She is a native of In- 
diana, in which state her father was an early 
settler, his former home having been in Ohio. 
All but one of the ten children born to Vaien- 
tine and Frances Morgan lived to maturity, and 
eight are yet living. Two are in Oklahoma, one, 
Fred R., being engaged i in the practice of law at 
Guthrie. Cassius H., ex-member of the Indiana 
legislature, and Harry L. are occupied in farm- 
ing near the old homestead. Rev. C. B. Morgan 
is a minister of the Baptist Church, in Chadron, 
Neb. T. R. Morgan, who was postmaster of 
Pulaski, Tenn., during Garfield’s and Arthur's 
administrations, died in 1884. Laura, wife of 
C. F. McDonald, a stockman of Lane county, 
Kans.; Lucretia, wife of J. H. Morris, an attor- 
ney, of Pulaski;Tenn.: and. Flora .B., wife -of 
John Fuqua, a farmer of Vigo county, Ind., com- 
plete the family. 

The birth of Hon. Dick T. Morgan took place 
near Terre Haute, Ind., December 6, 1854, and 
his boyhood was spent in the quiet pursuits of a 
farmer. Tis elementary education was acquired 
in the “little red schoolhouse” of his district, and 
in the Prairie Creek high school. In 1872 he 
entered the Union Christian College at Merom, 
Ind., where he was graduated in the Centenuial 
year, with the degree of Bachelor of Science. 
In 1879 his Alma Mater conferred upon him the 
degree of Master of Science, and in the mean- 
time he had held the chair of mathematics in 
the college for one year, and had been superin- 
tendent of the high school of Ilagerstown, Ind., 
for two years. 

In his leisure hours Mr. Morgan had pursued 
legal studies under Col. Thomas Nelson, of 
Terre Haute, and Judge I. N. Pierce, and i 
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the autumn of 1879 entered the senicr class of 
Central Law School, of Indianapolis. He car- 
ried off the honors of his class, delivering the 
valedictory and recciving the degree of Bache- 
lor of Laws in 188o. Ilis initial practice was in 
partnership with N. G. Buff, of Terre Haute, 
with whom he remained until 1886, and during 
the last two years also was editor of the daily 
“Courier,” a paper of wide circulation. 

The same year that witnessed Mr. Marean's 
graduation in the law school saw his nomination 
and election as a representative from Vigo 
county to the general assembly of Indiana. Tn 
that honorable body of legislators he was the 
chairman of the committee on education, and 
was a member of several other committees. He 
also attended the extra session of 1881, and 
though, with one exception, he was the young- 
est statesman in the house, he was chosen as 
one of two to make the nominating speech in 
the presentation of General Harrison's name for 
election to the United States senate. In 1884 
Mr. Morgan was the Republican candidate for 
state senator, but his entire district, with the 
state, gave a majority to the Democratic candi- 
dates. 

Fourteen years ago Mr. Morgan came to the 
west, and, while waiting for Oklahoma’s open- 
ing to settlement, he was engaged in the practice 
of law in Garden City, Kans., and was local at- 
torney for the Santa Fe railroad. April 2 22, 1889, 
he located in Guthrie, where he was in part- 
nership with Hon. J. L. Pancost until Sep- 
tember, 1893, when they came to Perrv, and 
it was not until January, 1869, that the firm of 
Morgan & Pancost: was dissolved by mutual 
consent. Mr. Morgan is a prominent member 
of the Territorial Bar Association. A specialty 
has been made of cases relating to lands, and, 
having become an authority on the subject, he 
compiled a work which has found a place in 
all of the leading law libraries of the territory and 
in thousands of the people’s homes. It is pub- 
lished under the title of ‘“Morgan’s Manual of 
U.S. Homestead, Townsite and Mining Laws,” 
and in 1900 the fifth edition was issued. The 
first appeared in 1891, the second in 1802, the 
third and fourth in 1893, and the fifth this year, 


each edition being fully revised and brought up | 


to date. Over twenty thousand copies of this 
_work have been sold. In 1897 “Morgan’s Digest 
of Oklahoma Statutes and Supreme Court De- 
cisions” was published, and, like its predecessor, 
the volume at once found favor with the general 
public and members of the legal profession, and 
is extensively used as a book of reference. The 
territorial legislature provided for the purchase 
of this book for county and township officers. 
As previously noted, Mr. Morgan is a great 
worker in the Republican party, and since com- 


territory. 
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ing to this territory has played an important 
part in the organization and success of the same. 
He was chairman of the first convention of the 
party held in Oklahoma, and in 1900 was iavor- 
ably mentioned as a candidate for congress, but 
withdrew his name in favor of Mr. Plvnn. In 
the religious sphere of activity, Mr. Morgan is 
as interested and efficient a worker as in other 
departments of human endeavor. For ten years 
hewasthe president of the territorial organization 
of the Christian Church, known as the Oklahoma 
Christian Missionary Society, and in the Territo- 
rial Sunday-School Association he has occupied a 
like office, and now is one of the directors. His 
wife, also known far and wide, has béen espe- 
cially successful in work among the children, 
and is the superintendent of the primary depart- 
ment of the Sunday-school organization of the 
For some time she has been in charge 
of the department devoted to primary work in 
the Territorial Sunday-School Journal, and is 
one of the most popular members of its editorial 
staff. Mrs. Morgan is a graduate of Union Chris- 
tian College, of Merom, Ind., where she ob- 
tained the degree of Bachelor of Science, and 
possesses ttnusual literary ability, and is an ac- 
knowledged leader in the best circles of her 
home community. Mrs. Morgan has also been 
prominent in missionary and temperance work. 

Turning backward a leaf in the history of 
D. T. Morgan, it should be stated that his mar- 
riage to Miss Ora Heath took place in Merom, 
Ind, May 30th, 1878. She was born near Cov- 
ington, Inds in whieh locality all of the mem- 
bers of the parental family, save herself, are still 
living. Her father, Rev. A. R. Heath, was born 
in the Hoosier state, his ancestors having emi- 
grated from England. He was one of the found- 
ers and for many years the secretary and finan- 
cial agent of Union Christian College, at Merom. 
with which institution he was connected fer 
many years. Then resigning, he resumed his 
pastoral labors in the Christian Church, and now 
is living retired upon the fine old homestead near 
Covington, which he inherited from iis father. 
His wife, the mother of Mrs. Morgan. boxe the 
maiden name of Mary Maxwell, and. Indiana 
was her birthplace, also. Their two sons, H. 
and Evan W.., reside in Covington, the former 
being a merchant and the latter an attorney. 
The elder daughter, Della, also makes her home 
there. The family has borne an important part 
in the history of that portion of the state, having 
been identified with it from pioneer davs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morgan have had but one child 
a son, Porter Heath Morgan, born at Terr 
Haute, Ind.. October 12, 1880. He enterel 
Oklahoma University in September, 1896, where 
he remained for four years. Afterward he en- 
tered Drake University, at Des Moines, lows, 
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where he is now (Igor) a junior in the regular 
college course. 


CARY PEARSON. One of the successfui 
iD and popular business men of Stillwater is 

Mr. Pearson, who has conducted a bakery 
and confectionery store here for the past eight 
years. He is thoroughly acquainted with ‘his 
trade in all its details and gives the public satis- 
faction. A true patriot, he is interested in local 
progress, and in national affairs uses his fran- 
chise in behalf of the Republican party. 

The father of our subject, Enoch Pearson, was 
of Ienglish descent, and possessed an excellent 
education. He was born in 1801, either in Vir- 
ginia or Pennsylvania, entered the government 
service as a civil engineer when a young man, 
and devoted some years to surveying. He also 
was well known as an United States agent to 
one branch of the Miami Indians, in Indiana 
For’ years he lived near Wabash, Ind., and 
passed his declining days in Huntington county, 
Ind., his death occurring in 1869. Fora wife he 
chose Mary Pearson, who was born on 
father’s large homestead in Miami county, Ohio, 
and who departed this life in 1865. Her parents 
were natives of South Carolina, and became the 
owners of large and valuable tracts of land at 
Tippecanoe City, near Dayton, Ohio. They were 
members of the Society of Friends, to which 
faith she also adhered, 

Cary Pearson was born in the same house as 
his mother had been, his nativity taking place 
March 14, 1858. He had eight brothers and 
sisters, five of whom lived to maturity. Cather- 
ine died in 1894 in Huntington county, Ind., and 
Robert, who resides in that locality, is a hero of 
the Civil war, having served in an Ohio regi- 
ment. James is a farmer near Tippecanoe, Ohio, 
and Mrs. Minerva Hubbard lives at Darlington, 
Ind. Thomas, the youngest of the famiy, has 
been associated with our subject in business here 
since 1893. 

When he was eight years old Cary Pearson 
accompanied the family to Huntington county, 
Ind., and when he was three years older death 
deprived him of his one remaining parent. He 
lived upon a farm until he was seventeen, when 
he was apprenticed to the baker’s trade in Nenia, 
Ind. In 1879 he went to Ottawa, Kans., where 
he worked at his trade for a year, after which he 
was seized by the mining fever and went to Col- 
orado. Jor five years he devoted his energies to 
prospecting and mining in Leadville and vicin- 
ity, but evidently at last came to the conclusion 
that a regular trade or business, diligently pur- 
sued is a more certain means of accumula- 
ting a fortune. In 1885 he returned to Ot- 
tawa, and in December embarked 1n_ the 
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which he continued to carry 
on for about two years, then selling out 
to a good advantage. For the next three 
or four years he was the proprietor of a bakery 
at San Bernardino, Cal., returning east in time 
to enter a claim on the Wild Horse creek, ten 
miles southwest of Stillwater. He proceeded to 
develop a farm, and, during the five years of his 
residence there, transformed it into a very de- 
sirable place. He still owns it, and leases the 
place to responsible tenants. In 1892 he started 
a bakery in Stillwater, being the first practical 
baker engaged in business here. Once his shop 
was destroyed by fire, and his present quarters 
are commodious, light and well equipped for his 
trade. The building, which he owns, is situated 
on Main, near Eighth street, and the new brick 
ovens have a capacity of six hundred loaves daily. 
He employs two other bakers, and manufactures 
confectionery and ice cream, in addition to his 
regular line of bread and pastry goods. 

In Ottawa, Kans., the marriage of Mr. Fear- 
son and Miss Sarah Moore took place in 1885. 
She was born in Franklin county, Kans., where 
her father, James P. Moore, was then carrying 
on a farm, but he later removed to this county, 
and died some time ago. The five children who 
bless the hearts and home of our subject and 
wife are named, respectively: Charles, James, 
Frederick, Catherine and Ralph. 


bakery business, 


EORGE STEES, who is representing the 
first ward in the council of Stillwater, was 
nominated by his friends of the Demo- 

cratic party, though contrary to his wishes, and 
subsequently was elected by a good majority. 
He is serving as chairman of the finance com- 
mittee, and is a member of seven other com- 
miuitees, including those on water-works and 
electric lights. The enterprise just mentioned is 
in process of construction, and its value to the 
city is bevond question. Mr. Stees is an intelli- 
gent, upright citizen, thoroughly concerned in 
the welfare of Stillwater, where he has been en- 
gaged in business for about seven years. 

On both sides of the family, Mr. Stees is of 
German extraction. His grandfather Stces was 
born in Germany, and lived in Harrisburg, Pa., 
for many years prior to his death. His son, 
Rev. Elijah Stees, father of our subject, was 
born in Dauphin county, Pa., and devoted the 
greater part of his life to the Methodist Episco- 
pal denomination. In the pioneer days of La 
Fayette county, Wis., he removed, with his fam- 
ily, to the vicinity of Darlington, and died dur- 
ing the first year of his residence there. His 
widow, Mrs. Margaret (Moor), was thus lett 
with several young children to rear, and nobly 
did she perform the task. She, also, was a na- 
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tive of Dauphin county, Pa., and her long and 
useful life came to a peaceful close in 1887, at 
Nora, Ill. Her sons were intensely patriotic, 
and two, Thomas and Elijah, enlisted and served 
in a Wisconsin regiment during the Civil war, 
while the subject of this sketch, who was only 
twelve and a half years old when Fort Sumter 
was fired upon, was nearly broken-hearted that 
he could not go to the defense of his country. 
Indeed, he endeavored to enlist as a drummer- 
boy in the Thirty-first Wisconsin, but his mother 
refused to give her consent to this, feeling it 
impossible to allow her third, and youngest, 
son go to war. Thomas Stees now lives in 
Dubuque, Iowa, and Elijah is a resident of 
Omaha, Neb. 

The birth of George Stees occurred November 
2, 1848, in Harrisburg, Pa., and his youth passed 
quietly on a Wisconsin farm, his education being 
obtained in the district and public schools of 
Darlington. At seventeen he commenced driv- 
ing a stage between Waverly and Osage, lowa 
devoting about a year to that enterprise, and 
then farmed i in the neighborhood of Nora, IIl.,for 
a period. Returning then to Iowa, he carried 
on a farm near Coburn, and ran a meat market 
at Essex at the same time, and later was num- 
bered among the farmers and stockmen of Mo- 
nona county, same state, for three years. For 
a similar period he was engaged in merchandis- 
ing at Soldier, Towa, after which he operated a 
farm in that locality for a year or more. Next 
we find him occupied in conducting a mercantile 
venture at Moorhead, same state, and later en- 

gaged in the cattle business at godbine, Towa, 
for. eight years. 

In the spring of 1893 Mr. Stees came to Still- 
water, and in November purchased the market 
Which he has carried on ever since. He owns 
the lot on Main street on which he built his 
substantial store. He also built a slaughter- 
house near the city, and in winter packs pork 
extensively. The plant is provided with a good 
refrigerating system, and modern machinery. 
He owns a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, 
and makes a business of raising hogs. 

White living in Iowa Mr. Stees served as clerk 
of his township for four years, and was a school 
director for a number of vears. He was initiated 
into the Masonic order at Essex, Iowa, and is 
a demitted member of Mount Lodge No. 360, 
A. F. & A. M., of that place. He always has 
‘taken great interest in educational matters and 
vorks of improvement. 

The wife of Mr. Stees’ early manhood bore 
the maiden name of Olive Miller. She was born 
in Ohio, was living in Red Oak, Towa, at the 
time of her marriage, and died, a few vears later, 
in Kansas. Of the two children born to this 
estimable couple, only one survives, Bert, who 
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is a graduate of the Nora (IIl.) high school, anid 
is now associated in business with his father. 
The second wife of Mr. Stees was Miss Dora 
Isom, of Monona county, lowa. She was born 
in Carroll county, Mo., and died about two 
years after her marriage. The lady who now 
bears the name of our subject was Frances 
Isom, a sister of his second wife, and their union 
took place at her home in Monona county, 
Towa. Their three children, Blanche, Harry 
and Clyde, are students in the high school. 


H. POFFENBERGER, cashier oi the 

Bank of Tonkawa, is one of the well- 

known financiers of Kay county, and, 
while the period of his residence in Oklahoma 
has been comparatively brief, he has already 
risen to a position of influence that speaks much 
for the prospects of his future success. He came 
to the territory in 1898, from Marshall county, 
Iowa, and at once after his arrival organized 
the Bank of Tonkawa, which was capitalized 
with $5,000, and of whieh he was the first and 
has been the only cashier. His entire time 1s 
given to the banking business. In the invest- 
ment of money he has shown great caution, and 
his loans, which are principally on farm prop- 
erty, are made with a conservatism and keen 
judgment that renders them above par. 

On the battlefield of Antietam, near the his- 
toric old Dunkard Church, Mr. Poffenberger 
was born in 1858, being a son of Alfred and‘Har- 
riet Poffenberger, both natives of Maryland, and 
for years residents of Sharpsburg. He was six 
years of age when the battle of Antietam was 
fought, and their house being between the line 
of battle, the parents took the children along 

the Potomac for safetv. The house was entirely 
destroyed by the soldiers and the homstead was 
left destitute and forsaken, so that the father 
was obliged to start over again. In 1873 he 
moved west to Marshall county, Iowa, and there 
he remained until his death, in 1895. His widow 
is still living in Towa 

At the time Mr. Poffenberger settled in fowa, 
in 1876, he was eighteen years of age. Soon 
aitemuand he embarked in the manufacture of 
brick, first as an employe, and later as the owner 
of a plant, which he conducted for some vears. 
At the same time he dealt in real estate at Mar- 
shalltown. In 1893 he went to California, but 
after one year he returned to Towa, and became 
a partner in the Farmers Bank of Melbourne, 
with which he was actively connected as an offi- 
cer until 1808, and in which he still holds stock. 
His years of experience in the banking business 
have given him keen discrimination. [Te is re- 
earded as one of the rising bankers of his 
county, where he is becoming well known, Tra- 
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GUY GRAHAM, 
Blackwell. 
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ternally he is connected with the Odd Feilows 
at Melbourne, Iowa, the Masons at Blackwell, 
Okla.; and the Knights of Pythias at Tonxawa. 
In 1882 he married Miss Mary H. Manwaring, 
by whom he has two children, Charles A. and 
Max A. 


UY GRAHAM. Among the promising 

exponents of the law in Blackwell, none is 

held in higher esteem than Mr. Graham, 
who, though practically a newcomer to this city 
of glowing possibilities, has in a short time es- 
tablished a reputation for all-around reliability, 
enterprise and good fellowship. 

A native of Madison, Ind., Mr. Graham was 
born in 1873, and is a son of J. M. and Emma 
Graham, also born in the Hoosier state. In 
1879 the family took up their residence in Ma- 
rion, the county seat of Marion county, where the 
son grew to manhood, surrounded by refining 
home influences and public-school educational 
advantages. After graduating irom the high 
schcol, Mr. Graham entered upon the study of 
law, as a possibly appropriate field for his future 
activity, under the able guidance of the firm of 
Carpenter & Dickinson. In due time he was 
admitted to practice in the supreme court of the 
statet of Kansas, in 1808. 

The special ability of Mr. Graham received 
almost instant recognition, and among other 
evidences of the popular desire to give him a 
helping hand was his appointment as deputy 
sheriff of Marion county, which position he ably 
filled until January of 1900. While thus signally 
honored at the beginning of his professional 
career, the future prospects of Marion county 
were not of a sufficiently ambitious nature ‘to 
warrant an indefinite residence there, the possi- 
bilities of the newly opened strip offering far 
greater inducements. Accordingly, Mr. Graham 
located in Blackwell in the early part of 1g00, 
and entered into partnership with S. A. Jetmore. 
A more recent addition to the firm is A. T. Moss, 
the affairs of the firm now being conducted 
under the name of Graham & Moss, Mr. Jetmore 
having retired. A general law business is con- 
ducted, and the correct methods, fair dealing and 
successful outcome of the cases entrusted to 
them have been instrumental in securing a 
continually increasing patronage. 

In political affiliation Mr. Graham is associ- 
ated with the Republican party, and is active and 
interested in all the undertakings of his party. 
In July of 1900 he was nominated for county 
attorney on the Republican ticket, but was de- 
feated by a small vote. Mr. Graham is interested 
in all that pertains to the development and 
erowth of his adopted town, and during his resi- 
dence here has made hosts of friends, who will 
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interestedly follow his advancement in profes- 
sional and social life. 


OSEPE. ME STOCKTON, ‘The Stockton 

family includes among its members many 

who have been conspicuous in the early de- 
velopment of America, who fought with courage 
and fidelity as occasion demanded,and braved 
the dangers of residence among the red men. 
The paternal grandfather, Thomas by name, was 
a brother of that Richard Stockton who was one 
of the signers of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence. Thomas Stockton was an old settler in 
Virginia, who later removed with Daniel Boone 
to East Tennessee, and iocated in Stockton Val- 
ley. There, among the lonely surroundings of 
the undeveloped country, with his nearest neigh- 
bor forty miles distant, this faithful pioneer 
reared his family and prepared the soil fcr the 
great yields of the future. His son, Robert, born 
in Stockton Valley, in 1806 settled in Ilinois, 
and was among the very first white residents in 
the vicinity of Springfield. Up to the time of 
his death he retained vivid remembrances ot 
life among the Indians, and in the early days 
was engaged in an encounter with these rovers 
of the plains, who still regarded the continent 
as their own. In this engagement the Indians 
were all killed, with the exception of one. Mr. 
Stockton was a courageous soldier in the war 
of 1812, and during a battle had the little finger 
shot from his left hand. He was a farmer during 
nearlyall of his active and industrious lie, but for 
a couple of years engaged in the manufacture of 
cow-bells, and found a ready market for his 
wares in all parts of the country. 

The next in line of succession, Joseph MI. 
Stockton, was born in Jefferson county, IIL, 
May 19, 1831. Until his twenty-first year he 
lived on the home farm, and from his father 
learned the trade of manufacturing cow-bells. 
After starting out in the world for himseit, he 
also learned the carriage and wagon manutfac- 
turer’s trade, in the application of which he was 
engaged for nearly twenty-one vears. During 
this time the Civil war broke out, and, in 1861, 
he enlisted in Company I, Forty-fourth Illinois 
Infantry. He participated in many of the im- 
portant battles of the war, and was in the en- 
gagement during which Fremont drove Price 
out of Missouri, Company I being in advance 
of I'remont. Then followed the battle of Pez 
Ridge, Cape Girardeau, the evacuation of 
Corinth, Prairieville, Stone River, Chickamauga, 
and in many minor skirmishes. At Chickamauga 
Mr. Stockton was wounded in the head, in the 
ear, and between the eves with buckshot, and 
also received a shell wound in the back. He 
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was taken prisoner and started on the way to 
Libby Prison, but managed to escape before 
reaching there, and made his way to the Union 
lines, at the head of Shenandoah Valley, in West 
Virginia, rejoining his regiment. Later he was 
under fire for sixty-seven days during the At- 
lanta campaign. He served his country for three 
years and forty-three days, and was discharged 
September 4, 1864. 

After the war, Mr. Stockton resumed his trade 
in his old home in Illinois, and was a successful 
carriage and wagon manufacturer until 1870, 
when he removed to Howard county, Kans., and 
worked at the carpenter’s trade. In 1887 he 
went to the Cherokee Nation and leased one 
hundred acres of land, which he broke and began 
to improve. He was subsequently obliged to 
dispose of this land owing to the unreliability 
of the Indians and their failure to keep to the 
contract. On the memorable opening day, April 
22, 1889, he made the run, but did not succeed 
in locating a claim. In May, however, he. lo- 
cated on the southwest quarter of section 27, 
township 18, range 3, which he has since im- 
proyed to the satisfaction of himself and the sur- 
rounding agriculturists. Eighty acres have been 
broken out, and he has good buildings, fences 
and plenty of running water. Walter S., the son 
of Mr. Stockton, has a claim just south of his 
father’s property. 

In national politics Mr. Stockton is a Repub- 
lican, and cast his first Republican presidential 
vote for Abraham Lincoln. Previous to that 
“he had been a Democrat. 
terms he has been a justice of the peace in his 
township. He is a member of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, at Clayton. The marriage of 
Mr. Stockton and Julia A. Musgrave occurred in 
1854. She is a’daughter of Robert and Mar gates 
Musgrave, of Il linois, and natives of Kentucky. 
Of this union there were five children: Oswold, 
who died in Oklahoma in 1895, and ieit a wife 
and three children; Theodore, who is a farmer 
in the territory; Walter S., who has a farm 
south of his father’s land; Thomas S., who occu- 
pies a place south of that owned by Waiter S.; 
and Eudora, now Mrs. McCall, who is living 
on the northern part of her fathers’ farin. 


HARLES He MARTINDALE. Since he 
came to Tonkawa, Kay county, in March, 
1894, Mr. Martindale has been engaged 

in the gencral mercantile business, and has aiso. 
as a citizen, promoted numerous enterprises of 
value to the village. When he opened his store 
he had only a small stock of goods, put during 
his first year he sold Sro,oco worth of stock, 
which was so encouraging that he increased his 
varieties of merchandise, and now has full lines 
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in every department. At this writing the trade 
amounts to about $50,000 annually, which is a 
remarkable showing, considering the con:para- 
tively few years of his business career. Move- 
ments for the benefit of the town receive his 
cordial co-operation, notably that for the bring- 
ing of the Santa Fe road into the village, which 
enterprise had in him a stanch champion. 

Though a native of Indiana, Mr. Martindale 
spent the years of his boyhood principaliy in 
Beloit, Mitchell county, Kans. At the opening 
of the Cherokee strip, September 16, 1893, he 
made the run across the border and entered a 
claim four miles northwest of Tonkawa, coming 
into the village in March, 1894. Here he built 
the first store building and opened the first gen- 
eral store. In 1899 he erected a substantial 
building, 24x112, which he has since occupied, 
and in which he carries a stock valued at abou: 
$10,000. Besides this building, he aiso put up 
two stores, 24x40, with a rear room; and erected 
a neat and substantial residence that he and his 
family occupy. Besides the management of his 
store, he superintends his wheat tarm on the 
Tonkawa reserve, and is a stockhoider and a 
director in the Tonkawa State Bank, which he 
assisted in organizing. 

The fusion party receives the support of Mr. 
Martindale. He was the first trustee of Carlisle 
township, holding the office during the period of 
his residence there. Since settling in Tonkawa 
he served as city treasurer for two years. Tra- 
ternally he is connected with the Tonkawa 
Lodge No. 40;.T. O. O..F: also: the Fraternal 
Aid Association. In religion he is connected 
with the Methodist Episcopal Church of Ton- 
kawa. In March, 1890, he married Candace 
Bowker, who was born in Hlinois. They have 
two children, Herman A. and Gladys R. 


TLLLIAM ..'S.,, PRETEYMAN. In the 
ranks of those who have been identified 

with the growth and progress of Biack- 

well, mention belongs to Mr. Prettyman, who 
is a prominent pioneer and the owner of one of 
the finest homes in the city. He was born 
near the town of Princess Anne, on the eastern 
shore of Maryland, and is a son of Henry Rk, and 
Pauline (Anderson) Prettyman, both descend- 
ants of pioneer families of Maryland. Soon aiter 
the Civil war he accompanied his parents to 
Philadelphia. A few years later the father and 
mother went back to the eastern shore, but he 
remained in Philadelphia and took up the study 
of architecture. Jn 1881 he came west, settling 
in Emporia, Kans., but after a few montis he 
removed to Arkansas City, where he took up 
photography. At first he was successfui and 
invested considerable money in town property, 
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but the decadence of the boom there caused him 
a heavy financial loss. 

At the opening of the Cherokee strip, Sep- 
tember 16, 1893, Mr. Prettyman made the race 
and secured a claim south of Blackwell. He 
brought little with him, as he had been unsuc- 
cessful in Arkansas City. . However, he was 
energetic and determined, and did not allow a 
former failure to daunt him. Hence he has met 
with deserved success. He was chairman of 
the first meeting held in Blackwell, at the old 
tabernacle, at which steps were taken toward 
securing the county seat for Blackwell. He was 
also a charter member of the board of trade, 
which is now the Blackwell Commercial Club, 
and a member of its executive board, which has 
done more than any other organization toward 
making Blackwell a city. His interests here 
became so important that he sold his claim 
and established his home in a residence that he 
erected. He also completed the first two-story 
brick building in the city, and this he uses for 
his photograph gallery and for the display of 
artistic views and portraits. 

Aware of the immense importance of ‘rst- 
class educational advantages, Mr. Prettyman 
has spared no pains to promote the school in- 
terests of Blackwell, and as president of the 
board of education he has been a very helpful 
factor in the establishment of the excellent sys- 
tem of training that characterizes the schools. 
He was one of a committee of three that met the 


ccommnittee from the Oklahoma Baptist Associa- 


tion and secured the location, in Blackweil, of 
the Baptist College, now in course of construc- 
tion. At this writing he is a member of the 
advisory board of the college. Fraternally he is 
connected with the Knights of Pythias and is 
past master workman in the Ancient Order of 
United Workmen. 

The marriage of Mr. Prettyman, which took 
place in Osage City, Kans., in 1885, united him 
with Emma Lamb. They are the parents of 
three sons, Ray, Donald and Ross. 


UDOLPH KEEINER. The peopie of 
Oklahoma need no introduction to Ru- 
dolph Kleiner, who has been the rear 

of the Horticultural Association of Oklahoma 
(his own) county for several years, and also has 
held the important position of president of the 
Agricultural & Horticultural Association of the 
territory. Undoubtedly he stands at the head in 
the province of fruit culture, and his numerous 
interesting experiments along that line have 
heen of untold value to the general public of this 
territory. He is extremely enterprising and am- 
hitious, sparing neither time, energy nor expense 
in demonstrating to himself and other horticul- 
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turists what this soil and climate is capabie of 
producing in the realm of standard fruits. 

Born May 3, 1843, Mr. Kleiner is a native of 
Mettnenstetten, Switzerland, as also were his 
parents, Henry and Katherine (Spinner) Kleiner. 
The family came to the United States in 1859 
and settled in Cooper county, Mo., where they 
engaged in farming. Our subject had received 
a collegiate education in his native land, and 
has kept up his scientific studies to some extent 
in later life. He proved his devotion to his 
adopted country when, in 1863, he enlisted in 
Company D, Ninth Provisional Militia, of Mis- 
sou rl, a and when he had completed his term of 
service, became a member of Company H, 
lorty-fifth Missouri Volunteer Infantry, and 
continued in the ranks until the Civil war was 
ended. He was in the battle, under General 
Marshall, at Jefferson City, where his opponents 
were Price’ s force, and in 1864 his regiment took 
part in the battle of Nashville. and thereafter 
was actively enmploved in guard duty or in 
skirmishes with tue enetny. He accidentally re- 
ceived some injuries @uring lis army life, but 
never was wounde? «m battle. Being honorably 
discharged and inustered out at Benton Bar- 
racks, St. Louis, Jut:e 29, 1865, he :eturned 
home and resumed the ordinary routine of life. 

Tor four years Mr. Kleiner gave his attention 
to the management of a stationary engine, but 
in 1869 he bought a farm in Missouri and con- 
ducted it until the autumn of 1873, when he 
moved to Texas, and there devoted himself to 
agriculture sixteen years. In June, 188y, he 
took up a claim in Mustang township, Oklahoma 
county, and in the following November brought’ 
his family to their new home. He has been 
very successful as a general farmer and stock- 
raiser, and now owns one hundred and sixty 
acres of fine land here, besides leasing a quarter- 
section of school land, a large share of which 
is under cultivation. 

I'ifty acres of his property is given up to 
orchards and small fruits, of which he makes 
a specialty. He has traveled in all parts of this 
territory and immediate region, making a study 
of existing conditions of soil and climate and 
theirrelations to horticulture,and is the voluntary 
reporter on crops in the territory, to the United 
States authorities. He not only has all ordinary 
and valued varieties of fruit in his orchards, but 
has introduced many special kinds from Europe 
and other places, with a view to testing their apti- 
tude for cultivation in this zone. His services 
to the general public cannot be overestiniated, 
for he faithfully gives them the benefit of his 
experiments, and is justly entitled to the high 
post of honor conferred upon him as president 
of the two organizations previously mentioned. 
Ife has been chairman of the board of county 
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commissioners, and at present officiates in a like 
capacity in the county central committee of the 
Populists. The Grand Army of the Republic, 
to which he has long belonged, is much loved 
by him, and for some time he has been the adju- 
tant of John A. Logan Post No. 22, of Council. 
In 1867 Mr. Kleiner married I¢leanor Thomp- 
- son, a native of Zanesville, Ohio, and a daughter 
of John Thompson, a pioneer merchant of 
Zanesville. Three children were born to this 
estimable couple, but only one, Ella, remains 
with them at home. Charilla became the wife of 
Daniel D. Kinchen, and lives in Caddo, Tex.,and 
Katie, who married Mr. Edward A. Fightmaster, 
died February 7, 1898. 


G. ELLIOTT, M. D. Whoever labors for 
the advancement of his city, striving to 
promote its welfare along all heipfui lines 

of development; who, by reason of professionai 
skill, has acquired a high standing in his adopted 
home; and whose enterprise has been felt in 
every department of local activity; such a one is 
entitled to mention in the annals of his city, and 
his name should be perpetuated in iocal history. 
It may be said of Dr. Elliott that no citizen oi 
Blackwell has been more earnestly solicitous 
concerning its progress than has he, and none 
has contributed more effectively to its upbuild- 
ing. Not only was he the first physician in the 
city, but he has been one of the most suc- 
cessful and prominent as well, and among the 
members of the profession throughout Okla- 
homa his standing is high. Besides his private 
practice, he acts as surgeon for the Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad at Blackwell, and 
the Blackwell, Enid & Southwestern Railroad; 
also as medical examiner for the New York 
Life Insurance Company, the Mutual Life and 
Manhattan of New York, and the Mutual, of 
Newark, N. J. He is connected with the Terri- 
torial Medical Association and the Atchison, To- 


peka & Santa Fe Medical and Surgicai Associa-— 


tion. 

Near Emporia, in Lyon county, Kans., C. G. 
Elliott was born and reared. After graduating 
from the Winfield high school, he finished his 
education in the Kansas State Agricuiturai Col- 
lege in Manhattan, after which he engaged in 
newspaper work as proprietor of the Dexter 
Eye, at Dexter, Kans. It had been his ambi- 
tion from boyhood to enter the medical pro- 
fession, and as soon as he had saved sufficient 
means for a medical cducation he matriculated 
in the St. Louis Medical College, in 1888. Three 
years later he was graduated with the degree 
of M. D., and with a high standing in his class. 
His first practical experience of professional 
work was gained in Carl Junction, Mo., where 
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he remained until the opening of the Cherokee 
strip in Oklahoma. He made the race trom 
the Kansas line, September 16, 1893, and secured 
a claim four miles east and one-hali mile south 
of Blackwell. Noticing that tents were being 
put up in Blackwell, he came into town, and 
was the first member of his profession to oper 
an office here. This was on the afternoot oi 
the 16th, and his office was a tent located on the 
lot where Kyger’s furniture store now stands. 
Since that time he has been in continuous prac- 
tice in Blackwell. He is near the location where 
he first hung out his shingle, but there 1s nothing 
in his elegant suite over the Bank of Biackwell 
to suggest the tent he occupied seven years ago. 
While his practice has been of a general nature, 
he has made a specialty of gynecology and sur- 
gery. His equipment for surgical work is thor- 
ough and complete. In his operating-room are 
found every instrument and accessory known to 
modern surgery, the whole forming a collection 
without a superior in the county. A noticeable 
addition to his medical equipment is a storage 
battery electrical apparatus, with its various ap- 
pliances. There are also electric needles and a 
miniature electric light for examination of ear, 
nose and throat. Every effort is made by the 
doctor to keep in touch with the advances oi his 
profession. He is a thoughtful reader of profes- 
sional literature and avails himseli of suck sug- 
gestions as seem to him of value to his practice. 
One element in his success is his ready sym- 
pathy. The patient feels that 2 personal interest 
is felt in his case, and such is always true. ‘this 
prompt and kindly sympathy unites with a skill 
in diagnosis and keenness in detecting the seat 
of disease to make the doctor a successful puysi- 
cian and surgeon. 

For five years after coming to Biackweil, Dr. 
Illiott resided on his claim, coming to town 
each day. Meantime he devoted considerable 
attention to the improvement of his jand, and 
planted large numbers of fruit trees, eight acres 
being devoted to an orchard. Apples, peaches, 
apricots, plums, cherries, strawberries, grapes, 
and other fruits are grown in abundance. He 
still owns this farm of one hundred and sixty 
acres, but since 1898 has resided in Blackweil, 
where he built) a residence during the vear 
named. 

Politically a Republican, Dr. Elliott was 
elected, on that ticket to the territorial legisla- 
ture in 1894, being the only Republican elected 
to that office, at any time, in the district. T*or 
two years he served as county physician and for 
several terms he was city physician. As dele- 
gate to county and territorial conventions, he 
has been an active factor in the progress of his 
party, and stands high among its members 
throughout the territory. He is connected with 
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the Modern Woodmen, the Fraternal Aid, the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen, and the 
lodge of Masons in Blackwell, being at this writ- 
ing master of the last-named organization. In 
1S8yt he married Miss Bessie Binney, by whom 
he has two children, Altina and Dempsey. 

No one feels a deeper interest than does Dr. 
]illiott in the promotion of educational interests, 
and it is a matter of pride with him that Okla- 
homa has several growing and substantial insti- 
tutions of learning. He has been particularly 
interested in the organization of the Baptist Col- 
lege in Blackwell, and is a stockholder in the 
same, assisting in the erection of the buildings 
in which the college hopes to carry on a large 
aud fruitful work among the young people of 
Kay county and the Baptist denomination. 


UDGE D. LAFE HUBLER. On his father’s 
farm in Mahoning county, western Ohio, 
Mr. Hubler spent the earlier years oi his 

life, and evinced in the discharge of the various 
responsibilities that came his way much of the 
force and determination which have aided i 
accomplishing his later expectations. Owing to 
the rather arduous duties incident to assisting 
with the work around the farm, and to his asso- 
ciation with the iron works at Youngstown, 
Ohio, he did not receive systematic educational 
training, but acquired knowledge at odd times, 
as opportunity offered. 

In 1877 Judge Hubler undertook the study of 
law in Gaylord, Kans., under the able instruc- 
tion of Webb McNall, a prominent attorney and 
insurance man of Kansas. He was admitted to 
the bar in 1893. For two terms he served as 
registrar of deeds for Smith county, and com- 
bined the practice of law with an interest in the 
Les pe business, being one of the organizers 

f the Gaylord State Bank. His connection with 
the bank extended over a period of six years, 
during which time he was vice-president and at- 
torney for the same. Ever on the lookout for 
brighter prospects and more promising oppor- 
tunities, he naturally foresaw the advantages to 
be derived from a residence in Oklahoma, and 
September 16, 1893, located in Perry, Noble 
county. His ability was not long in securing 
recognition, for almost immediately he received 
the appointment of clerk in the United States 
land office. 

In May of 1894 an apparently advantageous 
change was made to Ponca, Kay (cote, which 
has since been the home of Judge Hubler. His 
time and energies are devoted to a general law 
practice, and to the handling of loans and insur- 
ance. Tor two years he acted in the capacity of 
city attorney. A Republican in polities, he has 
shown active interest in the undertakings of his 
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party, and was a candidate for probate judge 
in 1896, and again in 1g00, when he was elected. 
An ardent advocate of the cause of education, 
Judge Hubler is destined to make a substantial 
impression upon the locality by reason of his 
excellent and advanced views upon’the metiods 
of educational work. He is a member of the 
County Bar Association, and has a practice 
which extends to all of the local courts of the 
territory. An added responsibility is his interest 
in the County News Journal, which is printed at 
Newkirk. 

The growing practice of Judge Hubler has 
enabled him to amass considerable of this 
world’s goods, represented by property in Pouca 
and Newkirk. Fraternally, he is associated with 
the Odd Fellows as Past Noble Grand, and is 
Past Chancellor of the Knights of Pythias Lodge 
at Ponca. 


O. STEVENSON. The life record of Mr. 

Stevenson again brings to the mind of 

the reviewer the wise saying of a cele- 
brated New York financier, “If youre not a 
success, don’t blame the times you live in; don’t 
blame the place you occupy; don’t blame the 
circumstances you’re surrounded with; lay the 
blame where it belongs—to yourself. Not in 
time, place of circumstance, but in the man, lies 
success. If you want success, you must pay the 
price.” The price, well-applied energy and con- 
centration of purpose, among otlter attributes of 
success, has been paid by E. O. Stevenson, who 
has forged his way to the front by true merit, 
and is correspondingly valued as a citizen. 

Doubtless our subject inherited much of his 
indefatigable energy trom his father, Oliver, 
who was born in Ireland, and came to the United 
States several decades ago, engaging in mercan- 
tile pursuits in Waynesburg, Ohio, for some 
years. Later he turned his attention <0 agricul- 
ture, and for a period, prior to 1878, was one 
of the merchants of Independence, Ohio. In 
the year mentioned he settled in Arkansas City, 
Kans., where he passed his tast days, dying in 
1890. His widow, Mrs. Catherine Stevenson, a 
native of Pennsylvania, is still living in Arkan- 
sas City. She is a daughter of Daniel Kimmel, 
who, likewise, was born in the Keystone state, 
and for years was numbered among the agricul- 
turists of Ohio, in which state his death oc- 
curred. 

Of the three children born to Oliver and Cath- 
erine Stevenson, two sons and a daughter, E. O 
Stevenson and his sister survive. He was born 
December 16, 1861, in Waynesburg, Ohio, and 
Was reared in that state. IJIle laid the founda- 
tions of practical knowledge in its public schools, 
and since 1878 has earned his own livelihood. 
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During that year he became a resident of Arkan- 
sas City, and entered upon his journalistic ca- 
reer, Which extended over a period of nine years. 
He started in the office of the well-known “Ar- 
kansas Traveler” newspaper, and gradually was 
promoted from one position to another unti! 
he became one of the editorial force. In 1886 
the young man embarked in a new enterprise, 
the grocery business, and conducted the same 
until the spring of 1890, when he left Arkansas 
City, the scene of twelve years of his commercial 
carecr. 

Eleven years ago Mr. Stevenson came to Still- 
water, rented a ‘building, and, under the firm 
name of Stevenson & Steel, opened a grocery. 
At the end of a year he bought out his partner's 
interest, and also opened a furniture and under- 
taking establishment across the street, AMEE: 
ing both enterprises until 1892, when he sold 
the grocery. In 1890 he bought a lot and built 
a substantial business block upon it, 25x144 feet 
in dimensions. His present location is on North 
Main street, where, in 1900, his specially con- 
structed two- -story and basement brick building 
is situated. It is 25x90 ieet, and the first, or 
ground, floor is equipped with a galiery or deck, 
which greatly multiplies the show-room space, 
and is a modern idea rarely, if ever, seen outside 
the great cities. The entire building is used 
by the various departments of the business, 
which has grown to large proportions, and 
stands second to few houses of the kind in 
Oklahoma. A complete line of carpets and up- 
holstering supplies is carried, as well as a large 
and handsome stock of furniture and house-iur- 
nishing goods. On the second floor may be 
found everything needed in the undertaking 
line. 

‘Mr. Stevenson is a thoroughly competent fu- 
neral director, as he is a graduate of Clark’s 
School of Embalming, of Springfield, Ohio; of 
the Massachusetts School of Embalming, and 
of the Chicago College of Embalming, and also 
holds a certificate of the Territorial Board of 
Health. A member and one of the organizers 
of the Territorial Undertakers’ Association, he 
served as its vice-president for a period. 

An active Democrat, Mr. Stevenson has rep- 
resented the first ward two terms in the city 
council, was treasurer of the township one term, 
and has served as city treasurer for two terms. 
He belongs to the Commercial Club, and loy- 
ally strives to promote the local interests. In 
the fraternities he is a Mason, belonging to 
I‘rontier Lodge No. 6, A. F. & A. M.; Stillwater 
Chapter No. 14, R. A: M.; and St. John’s Com- 
mandery No. 4, K. T. He isa Knight of Pytihias 
and is connected with the Uniform Rank of that 
order, also is a member of the Woodmen of the 


World. 


and also in the federal courts. 
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In Arkansas City, Mr. Stevenson married 
Miss Ella L. Bowers, who was born’ near Pu- 
laski, Iowa, her father, Samuel Bower, being a 
farmer of that locality. The only child of our 
subject and wife, Frank H., is a student in the 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, of Stili- 
water. The family have a very pleasant modern 
residence on the corner of Seventh avenue and 
Lowery street, Stillwater. 


ILLIAM,. Co sLETIRICK., 

Blackwell, the law firm of Tetirick & 

Rose has attained special prominenice. 
They occupy a handsome suite of rooms in the 
Bank of Blackwell building, containing ail the 
appointments of a modern law office, the most 
noticeable feature being a large and comipiete 
law library that has few superiors in northern 
Oklahoma. The members of the firm, W. C. 
Tetirick and D. S. Rose, are men of superior 
intelligence, logical faculties and acute powers 
of reasoning; hence are particularly adapted for 
professional work, They conduct a large prac- 
tice in all the courts of Oklalioma and K ansas, 
and, in addition to their private clientele, they 
act as attorneys for the Bank of Blackwell, the 
Conservative Investment Company and other 
corporations, 

The senior member of the firm was born near 
Cambridge, Ohio, in 1866, and passed his boy- 
hood years upon his father’s farm. Being of a 
studious nature and with a determination to 
enter the profession of the law, he began to 
teach school when he was seventeen years of 
age, thus earning the money necessary for the 
completion of his education. He had success- 
fully passed the examination and been granted 
a teacher’s certificate before he began teaching. 
His law studies were conducted in an office in 
Cambridge, Ohio, and he was admitted to the 
bar by the supreme court of Ohio, October 6, 

1887. He was the youngest in a class of fifty- 
eight, only thirty-five of whom passed the exam- 
ination. 

The year 1888 found the young lawyer start- 
ing in practice in Kingman, ‘Kans. He was ad- 
mitted to practice in all the courts of that state 
Beginning with 
limited means and few friends, he gradually 
worked his way forward until he was well known 
and ranked among the most efficient lawyers of 
Kingman. Howev er, in some respects, the lo- 
cation was not a favorable one, and jie investi- 
cated new fields in search of another place more 
satisfactory. It was in this way that he came 
to Blackwell in 1897, and he was so well please:! 
with this city that he has remained here ever 
since. In I*ebruary, 1899, he formed a co- 
partnership with D. S. Rose, who, like himself, 
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was born and reared in Ohio, and engaged in 
practice in Kansas for some years, coming to 
Blackwell in May, 1894. Mr. Rose was the 
member, from this district, of the territoriai leg- 
islature ‘of 1897, and is a well-known attorney 
and citizen. 

During his residence in Kingman, Mr. Teti- 
rick served as city attorney for three years, and 
since coming to Blackwell he has held the same 
office for two years. Politically his affiliations 
are stanchly with the Republican party. He is 
connected with the Knights of Pythias, Masons 
and Modern Woodmen of America at Black- 


well, and the Odd Fellows, and in each 
of these organizations holds the position 


which is the just due of intelligence and in- 
tellect. In religious belief he is in sympathy 
with the Methodist Episcopal denomination, and 
he and his wife hold membership with the Black- 
well congregation. Not only has he served as 
steward of the church, but he is also active in 
Sunday-school work. His contributions to re- 
ligious and charitable movements are generous 
and frequent. No worthy measure is permitted 
to languish by reason of a lack of interest on 
his part. He and his wife (who was Miss Hattie 
McClough, and by whom he has a son, Guy) 
are welcome guests in the most select. circles 
of Blackwell, and their home is the frequent 
meeting place of those whose social graces or 
business ability fit them to occupy positions of 
prominence in any city. 


APT. JOSHUA SMART VINCENT. The 
ox standing of a town is in exact ratio to the 

character and business principles of its 
leading citizens, and in this respect the thriving 
place, Britton, Oklahoma county, is indeed for- 
tunate. Capt. J. S. Vincent, who is deeply inter- 
ested in its prosperity, and who has occupied 
various positions of trust and responsibility in 
the past, is a gentleman of sound business 
ability and excellent judgment, and the confi- 
dence which he has expressed in the future of 
this place is shown by the many investments 
he has made in real estate here. 

Born in Franklin township, Clermont county, 
Ohio, April 23, 1841, our subject is a son of Rev. 
John Vincent, a minister of the Methodist Epis- 
copal denomination. The family removed te 
Iowa in 1853, when the state was new and few 
inhabitants were contained within its borders. 
There the lad grew to maturity, obtaining a fair 
education, mainly by his own persistent efforts. 
On the 24th of October, 1861, he enlisted at 
Chariton, Iowa, in Company C, Thirteenth Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry, and was assigned to Crock- 
er's Brigade. Promoted on account of meri- 
torious service, he rose from the ranks to the 
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post of first lieutenant, and during the last six 
months of his army experience was in command 
of his company, acting as captain. Participat- 
ing in some of the severest campaigns of the 
Civil war, he took part in numerous important 
battles, and though death frequently came very 
near him, he passed through the entire four 
years without even receiving a wound. Much 
of his service was in the Fourth Division, Army 
of the Tennessee, Seventeenth Army Cozps, 
under the command of General McPherson. He 
was honorably discharged several weeks alter 
the war had been brought to a close, July 20, 
1865. 

For three years iheaneatten Captain Vincent 
was occupied in agricultural labors in Marion 
county, lowa, and in 1868 went to Columbus, 
Cherokee county, Kans., where he devoted his 
attention chiefly to merchandising for the next 
twelve years. In the meantime he was admitted 
to the bar and practiced to some extent, and 
for two years he was the sheriff of Cherokee 
county. In 1880 he went to Benton county, 
Ark., where he made his home three years, after 
which he dwelt in Carroll county, same state, 
two years, his attention being given to farming 
and lumber transactions. Subsequently he re- 
sided at Lynn Creek, Mo., while he was em- 
ployed by the United States government as a 
mail carrier on a Star route, from Lynn Creek 
to Bagnell. 

Soonafter it had been noised abroad that Okla- 
homa was to be opened to the public, Captain 
Vincent made plans to locate here, and with 
the great multitudes which poured into the ter- 
ritory he came into the land of promise on that 
eventful 22nd of April, 1889. He was accompa- 
nied by his younger son, and, after careiully 
looking the country over, took a claim: in 
Spring” Creek township, Oklahoma county, and 
for eight years the family dwelt upon that home- 
stead. Giving diligent care to the raising of 
grain, fruit and live stock, the captain male a 
success of his venture, and three years ago sold 
his improved farm at a good figure. 

Since 1897 Captain Vincent has been a citizen 
of Britton, dealing in real estate and conducting 
legal business in connection with it. He buys 
and sells farm property, as well as city and town 
real estate, and his knowledge of law is of great 
assistance to him in every transaction. Tor 
three years he has served as a notary public, 
and in 1898 was elected justice of the peace. 
Politically he is in sympathy with the Populists, 
and fraternally is an Odd Fellow, a Royal Arch 
Mason and a member of the Grand Army of 
the Republic and of the Modern Woodmen oi 
America. H'e maintains a sincere interest in 
the cause of education, and is a director of the 
local school board. 
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In 1864 Captain Vincent was married, while 
home on a furlough, to Miss Eliza Douglass, 
daughter of Judge Milton Douglass, of Chari- 
ton, lowa. Their elder son, James M., is cashier 
of the Camden County Bank, of Lynn Creek, 
Mo., and the younger son, Joshua D., is the 
general manager of the Gasconade Railroad Tie 
Company, of Black Rock, Ark. The eider 
daughter, Bertha, is the wife of Josephus S. 
Darby, the younger daughter, resides with her 
parents. : 


RANK CARL O’NEIL, the popular agent 
of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Rail- 
road at Oklahoma City, is a gentleman who 

commands the respect and friendship of his tel- 
low-citizens to a marked degree. He was born 
in Blandinsville, Hl, January 1, 1871, and is a 
son of A. J. and Maggie E. (Filson) O’Neii. His 
father, who was born near Louisville, Ky., set- 
tled in McDonough county, Ill., and engaged in 
general merchandising. During the Civil war he 
served three years in an Illinois regiment, and 
“when mustered out bore the rank of lheutenant. 
About 1882 he took up a claim near Niowa, Bar- 
ber county, Kans., and embarked in farming 
and stock-raising. At this writing he resides 
in Kiowa, where he served for some time 
as justice of the peace. He is a member of 
the Grand Army of the Republic. He married 
Maggie E. Filson, who was born in Pennsyl- 
vania, and accompanied her parents to Pike 
county, Ill., where her father engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits until his death; her mother is 
still living. A. J. O’Neil and his wife are the 
parents of two children: F. C., and Fannie, the 
wife of J. S. Robinson, of Oklahoma City. 

Frank Carl O’Neil attended school in Biand- 
insville, McDonough county, Hl. and also at 
Kiowa after his parents moved to Nansas in 
1882. His first employment was that of clerk 
in the postoffice at Kiowa, in 1885, and after a 
period of three years he went to Wellington, 
Kans., as clerk in a clothing store. April 22, 
1889, he came to Guthrie upon the first train, 
and was here appointed assistant postmaster by 
the postmaster, Dennis Flynn. They opened the 
postoffice in a tent, 1oxr2 feet, the mails coming 
in by dray loads. It was nearly a month before 
the building for the postoffice was completed. 
As an employe i in the postoffice, Mr. O'Neil con- 
tinued for two years, but in 1891 resigned to 
accept a position with the Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe Railroad as cashier in the Guthrie 
freight office. In October, 1897, he went to 
Wichita, Kans., as chief clerk in the freight of- 
fice, and after remaining there two weeks was 
promoted to be agent at Purcell, November 3, 
1897. He remained at that point until January 


. greatest satisfaction with the work of Mr. 
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3, 1899, since which time he has faitiifully served 
in the capacity of agent at Oklahoma City, hav- 
ing the largest and most important agency in 
the territory 

Mr. O'Neil was joined in marriage with Lulu 
B. Blubaugh, who was born near Lima, Ohio, 
and is a graduate of Arkansas City high school. 
Her father, David Blubaugh, who served in an 
Ohio regiment during the Civil war, came to 
Oklahoma in 1889, and is now a farmer in Kay 
county. Fraternally Mr. O’Neil is a member 
of Lodge No. 417, B. P. O. E., of Oklahoma 
City, and Guthrie Lodge No. 1, A. O. U. W. 
He is also connected with the Oklahoma City 
Club, and is a member of the Advertising and 
Railroad Committees. In politics he is a stanch 
Repubiican. 


OHN R. TATE, the pioneer real-estate and 
loan agent of Blackwell, enjoys the distinc- 
tion of having handled more property than 

any agent in the city of Blackweil, and more 
farm lands than any agent in the county. That 
certain special qualifications have resulted in 
this excellent showing no one doubts, or that 
tact, resource, knowledge of human rature and 
familiarity with every detail of the business are 
necessary requisites. Greater than these in the 
estimation of all who have profited by his judg- 
ment is the absolute integrity and strict business 
methods of Mr. Tate. He is patronized because 
he can be trusted, and because it is known that 
the customers’ interests will be interwoven with 
his own to the best possible advantage of all 
concerned. His knowledge of real estate, loans 
and insurance is not by any means confined to 
the borders of his town, for he has an intimate 
understanding of all lands in the county. Along 
the lines of his insurance work he is identified 
with such well-known companies as the Scottish 
Union National, of Edinburgh; and the Orient 
of Hartford, Conn. He is also a notary public. 

One of the various responsibilities which is 
creditably discharged by Mr. Tate is his agency 
of the Deming Investment Company, oue of the 
most popular. and reliable loan companics in 
Oklahoma. The company have evinced the 
Tate, 
and have taken occasion to compiiment him 
upon his successful placing of loans, and upon 
their high character. 

A native of Tennessee, Mr. Tate was born 
in Grainger county in 1847, and spent his vouth 
along the banks of the Holston river. He was 
reared to agricultural pursuits, and educated in 
the public schools. In 1878 he removed with 
his family to Cowley county, Kans., and settled 
on a wild claim, which he at once began to im- 
prove, and upon which he lived until the opening 
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of the strip. .This farm is still in the possession 
of Mr. Tate, and is operated by his son. With 
the multitude of others in search of improved 
conditions, Mr. Tate made the run in September 
of 1893, and brought his family to share his 
fortunes the following spring. He at once began 
to deal in real estate, and has successtully 
continued in the same line of occupation ever 
since. 

In 1897 Mr. Tate assisted in organizing the 
local board of trade, and in 1808 was elected 
vice-president of the same, and has been acting 
president for one year. He is also one of the 
executive board which has interested trade and 
been instrumental in bringing the railroads, the 
Baptist College and other substantial enterprises 
to Blackwell. In the politics of his locality Mr. 
Tate has played a prominent part, being chair- 
man of the Republican county central commit- 
tee and a territorial committeeman. At first 
serving as acting mayor, he is at the present 
time mayor of Blackwell, having been re-elected 
in 1900. In 1900 he was elected delegate to the 
national Republican convention, which met at 
Philadelphia. Through his efforts as a meinber 
of the committee on resolutions, the plank en- 
dorsing statehood for Oklahoma was embodied 
in the platform. The press of various states speak 
in glowing terms of the service rendered by Mr. 
Tate at this convention, and assert that his 
scholarly diplomacy was equal to the grave ques- 
tions involved, and overcame the jealousy of the 
eastern states because of the rapid advancement 
and importance of this sister territory in the 
west. Because of the happy results of his ef- 
forts in this direction, he is enrolled among the 
leading diplomats of Oklahoma. In his fraternal 
associations he is a Mason and is master warden 
of the local lodge, also a member of the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen. In his church re- 
lations he exerts a wide influence, being trustec 
and Sunday-school teacher in the Methodist 
Ipiscopal Church 

Mrs. Tate was formerly Miss Sarah A. Dvet 
and she is the mother of ten children, viz.: Ed- 
ward EL’; Nora; ‘Lucey, the wife: of .\/T: Mulls; 
Hattie, Walter, Mollie, Bertha, Milton, Vernie 
and Lillie. 


L. WAITE. Much of the enterprise and 
wise application of capital, which have 
brought about the transformation of Black- 

well from an agricultural district to the foremost 
railroad and commercial town in northern Okla- 
homia, has been centered in J. L. Waite. 

A native of Monroe county, Ohio, where he 
was born in 1844, Mr. Waite is a son of L. A. 
and Sarah Waite, who were born in Virginia, 
and were industrious and worthy agriculturists. 


When twelve years of age, J. L. was taken by 
his parents to Platte county, Mo., going thence 
to Atchison county, Kans., where for eleven 
vears, or until the breaking out of the war, he led 
the life of the average farmer lad. October 27. 
1861, he enlisted in Company D, Second Kansas 
Volunteer Cavalry, and participated in the fol- 
lowing battles: Cain Hill, Prairie Grove, Van 
Buren, Fort Smith, Perryville, and Choctaw Na- 
tion. For a time he served with the Second 
Kansas Battery, and was wounded in the leg 
during the battle of Perryville. After three anda 
half vears of service for his country he was hon- 
orably discharged January 14, 1865. 

After the cessation of hostilities Mr. Waite re- 
turned to his former home in Kansas, and inter- 
ested himself in agricultural pursuits. With the 
multitude of others in search of new and untried 
conditions, he made the run on the memorable 
16th of September, 1893, and located on a claim 
adjoining the town of Blackwell on the west, 

a hali-mile from the present center of the city. 
it would be difficult to find a finer quarter sec- 
tion of land in the township or one better man- 
aged. The buildings, outhouses, fences, and all 
equipments and labor-saving devices are the best 
procurable and contribute to render it one of the 
most creditable and remunerative farms in Kay 
county. ' 

Among the various ae responsible interests 
to which Mr. Waite is devoted may be mentioned 
the part taken by him as a promoter of the 
Irisco Railroad, running into the town, he being 
president of the construction company. He is 
at the present time one of the directors of the 
Kansas, Oklahoma & Gulf Railroad, which is the 
name and title under which this branch of the 
road is operated. He is also president and one 
of the principal stockholders of the Northern 
Oklahoma Telephone Company, generally con- 
ceded to be one of the finest and most complcte 
systems in the west. 

With the possible exception of one or two, 
Mr. Waite has erected more buildings and put 
more money into improvements in his adopted 
town than any other man here. While yet the 
nucleus of its present proportions, he saw, with 
unerring vision, the future possibilities, and, as if 
to confirm his faith in the judgment of others, at 
once began the erection of several business 
blocks, which are to-day not only among the 
finest in the town, but stand as a prophecy of 
that which has, in a measure, been fulfilied. 
Among other possessions he owns the block in 
which the postoffice is conducted, on Main street 
and Blackwell avenue, three rooms of which 
face on the avenue, and one large one on the 
street. Tle owns also two lots east of the post- 
othice, one in the second block west and rc in 
the third block west. 
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Mrs. Waite was formerly Mary E. Henderson, 
a daughter of Harvey Henderson, and her mar- 
riage occurred in 1868. To Mr. and Mrs. Waite 
has been born one child, Garrett, who is thirty- 
one years of age, and lives in Blackwell. There 
are in the family, and reared by Mr. and Mrs. 
Henderson, two nieces, Hannah and Mary. In 
political affiliation Mr. Waite is associated with 
the Republican party, and cast his first presi- 
dential vote for Lincoln. Since that time he has 
never failed to vote the Republican ticket. He 
is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
and president of the Northern Veterans’ Asso- 
ciation. 


ILLIAM EDMONDS. A ‘special. place 
of honor should be accorded the heroes 
of the Civil war, who fought and suffered 

in the defense of the United States, the country 
which has since steadily progressed until if now 
occupies an important place of authority among 
the leading nations of the world. William Ed 
monds not only nobly stood by his country 
when its life was threatened, in the troubled war 
times, but in days of peace, also, has played the 
part of a patriot, and has given his influence to 
every measure and policy which in his belief has 
‘been beneficial to the public. 

In passing his life in review, it is learned that 
our subject comes of the sterling Pennsylvania- 
Dutch stock, and that his ancestors possessed 
the true hardihood of the pioneer. His paternal 
grandfather, David Edmonds, a native of the 
Keystone state, went to Ohio at an early period 
and later proceeded to the frontiers of Mis- 
souri, but after dwelling in that region severai 
years, returned to Ohio, where he died at an 
advanced age. His son, Ephraim, father of Wil- 
liam Edmonds, was likewise a native of Penn- 
sylvania, and in his youth suffered the hardships 
incident to life in new districts. He crossed the 
Mississippi at St. Louis, when there was only 
one store in that future metropolis, and spent a 
number of eventful vears in the frontier state 
of Missour1. In 1844 he went to Wabash county, 
Ind., and there lived peacefully, engaged in the 
cultivation of a farm, and rearing his children to 
take useful places in the world’s activities. In 
the autumn of 1862 he volunteered as a private 
soldier in the Forty-sixth Regiment of Indiana 
Infantry, and went to the front. The privations 
and exposure to inclement weather underinined 
the heaith of the noble patriot, and in 1863 he 
died in the hospital of St. Charles, at New Or- 
leans, far away from his home and loved ones. 
He was a prominent member of the United 
Brethren Church, being a class leader and ene 
of the official board, and every one revered and 
loved him.» The wife and mother died at her 
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home in Manchester, Ind., at the ripe age of 
three-score and ten years. In her girlhood she 
bore the name of Lucy A. Rager, and the place 
of her nativity was in Pennsylvania. 

William Edmonds is one of twelve children, 
only five of whom survive. He was dorn I’eb- 
ruary 1, 1844, in Missouri, but was reared in 
Chester township, Wabash county, Ind., and 
in his boyhood his educational advantages were 
limited: He had early learned the lessons of 
duty toward country, however, and though only 
seventeen years old when the war of the Re- 
bellion broke out, he enlisted in Company B, 
Forty-seventh Indiana Infantry, being under 
the command of his uncle, Capt. C. B.. Rager. 
The story of the gallant Forty-seventh inclu ded 
service under General Grant in some of the 
most important campaigns of the Mississippi vai- 
ley. With his comrades, Mr. Edmonds partici- 
pated in the battles of Port Gibson, Chainpioii 
Hills and many others, not the least of which 
was the siege of Vicksburg and the Mobile op- 
erations: In 1864 he was mustered out of 
the service at the close of the term of his entlist- 
ment, and, veteranizing, became a member of 
the Louisiana state militia, from which he was 
honorably discharged a year  subsecuently 
Thus, altogether, he was in the ranks four years 
and four days, and though often narrowly escap- 
ing death, passed through the entire service with- 
out being wounded, Aah made an enviable record 
for fidelity and courage. 

Returning home, Mr. Edmonds bought the 
old farm and continued to manage the place unt il 
the Centennial year, when he removed to Piatt 
county, Ill. There he dwelt until 1880, when he 
bought some railroad land in Crawford county, 
Kans., and proceeded to develop the place cur- 
ing the ensuing.years. He succeeded beyond 
his sanguine expectations, but in the spriag of 
1888 he made an unfortunate move on the 
checker-board of hfe, and in western Jvansas 
agricultural ventures lost all of the means which 
he had hitherto accumulated by long and ardu- 
ous labor. These reverses led fee to become 
one of the multitude attracted to Oklahoma, and 
in June, 1889, he came to Britton township, 
Oklahoma county, and filed a claim to the farm 
which he now operates, under date of Juiy 11th. 
With characteristic energy, he immediately 
began making plans for rendering the piace de- 
sirable, and when he had built a sod cabin and 
made some other improvements he was jomed 
by his family, who came in October. To-day 
he has one hundred acres under cultivation, and 
makes wheat his chief crop. He also has a fine 
orchard and vineyard, and each year is increas- 
ing their dimensions, as he adds new varieties of 
fruit. On the other hand, he keeps some live 
stock, including cattle, horses and swine, and 
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in order to better meet their needs, constructed 
artificial ponds, which he, moreover, has stocked 
with fish. Success is attending him in the greater 
part of his enterprises, and one and all rejoice 
in his prosperity. 

Before the schools of Britton township had 
come into existence, Mr. IXdmonds was active 


in organizing the districts, and aided matcrially 


in the building of the Britton school. He has 
served on the board of education, has been jus- 
tice of the peace, and has been prominently asso- 
ciated with the founding of this county. Since 
the organization of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church at Britton he has been one oi the trus- 
tees, a period of about nine years, and for several 
vears has been the beloved and efficient super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school, his wife 
being active in that department, as a teacher. 
He is a member of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public. He is also one of the charter members 
of thewA. EL; T..A., and.is-at ee ai serving on 
a committee. 

The marriage of Mr. Edmonds Mid Miss Sa- 
lome C, Hager, a native of Chester township, 
Wabash county, Ind.,.was solemnized in 1866. 
Their four children are named, respectively: 
Susanna, Mary Alice, Lieu Allen, snd Clara 
Ellen. The eldest daughter is living in New 
Mexico, while Miss se a eraduate of the 
Edmond Normal, is teaching in the Britton 
_schools. The son is a Paid ate of the commer- 
cial department of the Oklahoma City Business 
College, and is proficient in stenography and all 
kindred branches. 
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UDGE VIRGIL H. BROWN. 
professions have found an able exponent in 
Judge Brown. In the exercise of his abilitv 

and judgment he has assumed the prerogative of 
all broad and thinking minds, and it may be said 
that his life work has been one’of evolution. i 
a minister of the gospel during a period of fiitee 
years, he wielded an ex tended influence for Hoel 
teaching the gospel of justice and humanity to 
the congregations of two prominent churches in 
the country, until, in the face of multiplying and 
contradictory denominations, and crumbling 
props of creeds, and the light shed from the com- 
parative study of the settled and unchanging 
science of law, he decided in favor of law against 
creed, and has since devoted his efforts to the in- 
telligent application of the different principles of 
legal lore, 

The father of Judge Brown, Dr. James Drown, 
was for vears a prot munent physician and sur- 
geon in Newcomerstown, Ohio, where he died in 
1863. While representing the most advanced 
practice and theory of medical and surgical sei- 
ence, he yet attained to a more than local renown 
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as a forceful and convincing public speaker, his 
ability in that direction being mainly devoted to 
the cause of politic Contradictory as it may 
seem, he never had pérsontll political aspirations, 
but stumped the state on several occasions 
merely as an advocate of the principles of his 
party. Virgil H. was the only son in the family, 
and was well favored educationally, receiving his 
training in the public schools, and in ean 
and Jefferson College, at Washington, Pa., event- 
ually graduating from Adrian College in eon 
In the latter seat of learning he took a thorough 
theological course, and devoted the following 
fifteen years of his life to pastorates in the church 
at Princeton, Ill., and to the First Church, on 
Fifth avenue, Pittsburg, Pa. His efforts were 
attended with gratifying success, and were con- 
tinued so long as this conscientious humanitarian 
could justly maintain his stand before the people. 

In the meantime Mr. Brown had been giving 
much attention to the study of law, and in 1890 
was admitted to practice in the supreme court of 
Mlinois. The newly-opened strip seemed a prom- 
ising field for the future, and, after locating in 
Newkirk, he was elected first probate judge of 
Kay county. During his term of service his du- 
ties extended to all of the courts of the territory. 
In the campaign of 1894 it was demonstrated to 
the satisfaction of his constituents that Mr. 
Brown was an unusually fluent and eloquent 
speaker, and as an orator of finish and logic he is 
perhaps without a superior in the territory. In 
1897 and 1898 he stumped the state for Flynn, 
and in 1900 was one of the listed speakers on the 
Republican committee. ; 

During the first years of his residence-in the 
territory Mr. Brown was in partnership with the 
firm of Peckham, Brown & Pond, both Peckham 
and Pond being of Blackwell. Among his other 
claims for attention, Mr. Brown has ever shown 
a vital interest in the cause of education, to the 
advancement of which he has given much 
thought and study. He served on the school 
board of Newkirk, and was largely instrumental 
in securing the erection of the stone school build- 
ing of the town. He is a member of the Terri- 
torial Bar Association, and in 1894 organized the 
Kay County Bar Association, of which he was 
first president. 

In1874 oceurred the marriage of Judge Brown 
and Ida Wilkes. Of this union there are six 
children, the only one living in Oklahoma being 
James, a resident of New kirk. Judge Brown has 
erected a fine residence in his adopted town, ancl 
is, besides, the owner of considerable town proj- 
erty. Fraternally he is associated with the Mua- 
sonie order, and a member of the Temple Ceo-n- 
mandeéry No! sor K.c Py atl dPrincetony Tl... ithe 
Royal Arch Chapter at Princeton, and the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows at La Ilarpe, Ill. 
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The Brown family are all gifted musicaliy, the 
Judge himself, in his younger days, having been 
a well-known singer. The children have inher- 
ited their father’s talent, and there is in the family 
a string orchestra and a male quartette. 


ODFRIED KOENIG, deceased, was a 


pioneer of two states before coming to 


Oklahoma, and added not a little to the. 


development of these different parts of the 
Union. Always an industrious and_ patriotic 
citizen, he was a worthy example of the German- 


Americans, who stand foremost among the 
adopted sons of this great republic. 
The father of the subject of this sketch, John 


F. Koenig, followed the calling of a shepherd 
in Germany, his native country, and when he 
had decided to remove to America, sold his large 
flocks. Accompanied by his wife, Mrs. Ger- 
trude (Kiler) Koenig, and children, he crossed 
the Atlantic in 1846, and, buying some cheap 
lands along the blufts of the Mississippi river in 
Wisconsin, again embarked in the business of 
raising sheep, having five hundred in his flock 
at first. An influx of farmers into that region 
reduced the ranges for the flocks, and at length 
Mr. Koenig and his sons kept only a compara- 
tively few upon their respective farms. 

Our subject was born in Struth, Prussia, Ger- 
many, February 22, 1831, and was fifteen years 
old when he came to the United States. For 
twenty-two years he dwelt in Grant county, 
‘Wis., and improved a good farm there ere he 
removed to Nodaway county, Mo., in 1868. 
There he purchased one hundred and nine acres 
at first, and from time to time increased the 
boundaries of his farm until his possessions 
amounted to two hundred and forty acres. Al- 
together he was a resident of Missouri twenty- 
two years, gradually amassing a snug little for- 
tune. In 1890 he came to Oklahoma and bought 
the southeast quarter of section 27, Mustang 
township, Oklahoma county, where he resided 
until his death, which occurred November 16, 
1900. He became the owner of another quarter- 
section of land here, and made a marked suc- 
cess of his enterprises. His thrifty orchard and 
vineyard furnished a great vanety of fruit, and 
his well-cultivated ficlds yielded fine crops of 
wheat each season. This property was sold by 
his widow in February, 1901. 

September 22, 1900, the golden wedding an- 
niversary of Godfricd Koenig and wife, formerly 
Miss Dorothy Nirchberg, was celebrated at their 
pleasant home. Their descendants number nine 
living children, forty-six grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. The widow is rugged and 
very active as yet, and gives promise of contin- 
uing so for some time to come, Their eldest 
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daughter, Mary, is the wife of Adam Brand, a 
farmer of this township, and Marguerite. Mrs. 
John Wonderly, lives in Conception, Mo. Frank 
is a farmer in Cleveland county, Okla., and Ed- 
ward is a farmer of this township. Dora, Mrs. 
George Wiederholt, resides upon an Lowa iarm. 
Frances, Mrs. Peter Siebenaler, lives in St. Jo- 
seph, Mo. Joseph is a carpenter at Chickasha, 
and Alois is similarly occupied in Custer county, 
Okla. Louisa, ee of Frank Siebenaler, is a 
resident of Oklahoma City. 

During his early manhood Mr. Koenig used 
his franchise in favor of the Democratic party, 
but in later years gave little attention to politics. 
In Missouri he held the office of road super- 
visor for a period, and at all times endeavored 
to be a useful and public-spirited citizen oi his 
community. In religious faith he was a Romau 
Catholic, and contributed liberally to the support 
of that church. 


J. BEVIS. Oneof?the»young business 
k , men of Perry is Mr. Bevis, who won wide- 

spread attention as an athlete, and for 
more than two years, from 1896 to 1898, was 
pitcher for the two celebrated teams, the Kansas 
City Blues of the Western League, and the Bur- 
lington Western Association. He traveled ex- 
tensively in the west with these organizations, 
and made an enviable reputation among the best 
judges of the game. He also has abundantly 
proved his ability as a practical business man, 
and stands high in the estimation of our citizens. 

a paternal grandfather, a native of Zanes- 
ville, Ohio, was “of French extraction. He was 
one of the early settlers of Clay county, Ind., and 
was a thrifty farmer. J. W., father of E. J. Bevis, 
was born in Zanesville, and when arrived at 
man’s estate he married Maria M. Barnhart, who 
was of German ancestry, and likewise was a na- 
tive. of the Buckeye state. For a mumber of 
years this estimable couple resided in Indiana, 
and since 1881 have lived on a farm near Win- 
field, Kans. They had nine children, three of 
whom are deceased. 

Ik. J. Bevis, whose birth occurred near Bowling 
Green, Ind., August 26, 1874, was reared in Kan- 
sas from his eighth year, and, after leaving the 
common school, entered the Winfield high 
school. Ten years ago he came to Oklahoma, 
believing, rightly, that this newly-opened land 
would be a good place for a young man of amb1- 
tion and enterprise. For two years he conducted 
a general merchandising store at Mulhali, and 
for more than a year he was employed as a tray- 
eling salesman for the Perry Mercantile Com- 
pany and the Perry Mill Company. Having 
thoroughly settled in his own mind the momen- 
tous question in regard to the time when the 
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HENRY EDDY HAND, 


Stillwater. | 





PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


twentieth century begins, and, by a coincidence, 
being ready to open a new grocery, he embarked 
in the enterprise January 1, 1900. Thus origina- 
ted the well-known “Nineteenth Century Gro- 
cery,” Which commands its tull share of the best 
local trade, and is constantly increasing its list 
of regular customers. 

In Wichita, Kans., occurred the marriage of 
Mr. Bevis and Miss S. M. Shields, who was born 
in Kentucky. They are the parents of a charm- 
ing little daughter, Florence by name. Mrs. 
Bevis is an active member of the Baptist Church. 


ENRY EDDY HAND. By common con- 
sent accounted one of the leaders in the 
public life of Stillwater, a position he has 

earned by devotion to its welfare and activity in 
many of its lines of progress, Henry eddy Hand 
is a citizen of whom Oklahoma is proud. Like 
the typical American, he has made his way to a 
place of dignity and honor by the most heroic 
and persistent struggles against circumstances, 
and thus the new sbor of about four decades ago, 
to-day is the president of the National Bank of 
Commerce in this city. 

Though he was poor in his youth, Henry Eddy 
Hand came of a good family, which, aiter all, 
counts for much in the estimation of most stu- 
dents of human nature. Several generations ago 
his ancestor, John Hand, born in Went county, 
England, came to this country, settling in South- 
ampton, L. I., and four years later located in 
East: Hampton, L. I., where he died in 1660. The 
great-great- erandfather of our subject, John 
Hand, was born January 3, 1727, married, and 
spent the remainder of his life in East Hampton, 
L. I. One of the children born to himself and 
wife, Rebecca, was Jeremiah, whose birth oc- 
curred in East Hampton in 1765. He married a 
Miss Tallmadge, and removed to New York state 
about 1830. One oi their sons, Aaron, born in 
East Hampton in 1773, was the grandfather of 
H. E. Hand. For a wife he chose Thamer Platt, 
daughter of EEpene ‘tus and Anna Platt, of Kings- 
bury, N. Y., their marriage taking place in 1795. 


Of their six children, Lemuel P., father of 
H. E. Hand, s the fifth in order of birth, his 
nativity occurring February 3, 1810. He was 


twice married, the wife of his early manhood be- 
ing Mary. S..Eddvy, daughter of Col. Tisdale 
Ikddy, who won his title in the Revolutionary 
war, and later was known as the owner of large 
estates, much of his valuable property being lo- 
cated in Pittstown, N.Y. His brother, Robert, 
was a baggage master in the Revolution, and in 
the war of 1812 rose to the rank of general. Mrs. 
Mary S. Hand. born March 20, 1813, and wedded 
on April 2, 1834, died October 6, 1840. A year 
later, October 7, 1841, Lemuel P. Hand married 
44 
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Ruth Ann Eddy, sister of his first wife. She was 
born March 27, 1819, and died in Stillwater Feb- 
ruary 2, 1892, leaving three children: Henry 
Eddy; Bayard E., who is in the employ of the 
Michigan Central Railroad, at Chicago, Il., and 
Mrs. Mary: E. Pottinger, of Fairbury, Neb: The 
two sons of the first marriage of Lemuel P. Hand 
are deceased, Tisdale Aaron, an attorney, hay- 
ing died at Charles City. Lowa, while Lemuel 
Burton passed away in Philadelphia, Pa., De- 
cember 27, 1860. 

Henry ‘Edd y Hand was born August 14, 1842, 
inusel renectady, N.Y.,,and-when six, years old 
accompanied his parents to Chicago, where the 
father embarked in the manufacturing business. 
He had just made a good start im the enterprise 
in the western metropolis of the (then) future, 
when he died, October 2, 1850, in Schenectady, 
while there on business. A great change thus 
came to his little son, Henry Eddy, who was 
obliged to begin the battle of life at the e: rly age 
of tw ate e, when he had only received scanty 
preparation in the elementary branches of knowl- 
edge. He sold newspapers for some time, and 
then obtained a place as a “bundle-boy” in the 
dry-goods house of Potter Palmer. Later he was 
connected with the-Chicago & Northwestern 
Railroad offices in Chicago for five years, finally 
being chief clerk in the freight department, and 
afterw ard holding a position as cashier at Rock- 
ford, Ill., and agent of the company at Negaunee, 
Michs or ta period he then’ clerked for a com- 
pany running steamships between Green Bay and 
Escanaba, Mich., and for a year was employed as 
a detective in Chicago and New York City by 
ne Pinkerton. For years he was the agent of 

the Chicago & Northwestern Railway at Cherry 
Valley, Ill. and for fourteen years was that com- 
pany’s agent at Dixon, Ill. He then resigned 
and went to Ishpeming, Mich., where he built 
the gas-works, and then became the manager and 
secretary of the business. Returning to railroad- 
ing, he served as agent at Longe Pine, Neb., ona 
branch line of the Chicago & Northwestern, but 
only for six months. 

In May, 1891, Mr. Hand came to Stillwater, 
where he engaged in the loan business, and then 
turned his attention more especially to the man- 
agement of lumber and hardware enterprises, in 
which he met with success. In October, 1804, 
he commenced his banking career by becoming 
the proprictor of the Citizens Bank, of Still. 
water, and soon he found it advisable to dispose 
of all of his other lines of business in order to at- 
tend to his constantly growing banking affairs. 
In August, 1897, in company with I. J. Wikoff, 
he organized and incorporated the Citizens’ Bank 
of Stillwater, himself becoming its president 
June 19, 1900, this institution was converted into 
the National Bank of Commerce, Mr. Hand con- 
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tinuing as president. It has a paid-up capital 
stock of $25,000, surplus $2,500, and is included 
in the Territorial Banking Association. <A fine 
new building, situated at the corner of Main and 
Eighth streets, has been completed for the bank, 
and every modern essential to security, and con- 
venience of patrons and officials, are to be found 
here to-day. 

In Cherry Valley, Ill, Mr. Hand married Miss 
Mary J. Howe, Tiewise a native of Schenec- 
tady, N. Y., and daughter of Maynard M. Howe, 
who was engaged in merchandising in that city, 
and later in Cherry Valley. The elder son of our 
subject and wife is Henry Maynard, secretary of 
the faculty of the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College in Siiliaten: the younger son, Wilson 
H., a graduate of the Philadelphia Pharmaceuti- 
cal College, is engaged in the drug business 
here in Stillwater; Mary J. is the wife of 
W. R. McGeorge, a druggist; Ina Eddy Hand, 
the youngest of the family , is at home with her 
parents. They have a handsome residence, one 
of the finest in Oklahoma, located at the corner 
of Eighth and Lewis streets. 

Holding high rank among the Masons, and 
highly esteemed by all, Mr. Hand is past master 
of Frontier Lodge No. 6, A. FF. & A. M., and was 
initiated into the order at Dixon, IL, where he 
took the Royal Arch and Knight Templar de- 
grees. He now holds an official position in Still- 
water Chapter No. 4 R. A. M.,.and also is a 
charter member of St. John’s Commandery No 
4, K. T., of which he was the first eminent com- 
mander. In 1896 he became a member of the 
Grand Commandery, being junior warden of the 
same for some time, and now 1s distinguished by 
being the Grand Generalissimo of the grand com- 
mandery of Oklahoma. He also is connected 
with the Ancient Order of United Workmen, with 
the Modérn Woodmen of America and with the 
Woodmen of the World. In his political faith he 
is an uncompromising Republican, devoted to 
the welfare of his party. In religion he is an 
Episcopalian, and was the prime mover in the 
work of establishing a mission church here, now 
being the senior warden of the board of officials. 


RANK MM. -GAUEDT. -a prominent cattle 
dealer and business man of Oklahoma City, 
is one of the oldest residents of the territory, 

and has witnessed its entire development and up- 
building. He scttled in Choctaw, I. T., in 1877, 
and three years later took up his residence in 
what is now Oklahoma county. Of the. sixty 
or seventy white men then in the territory, only 
about ten are now living here. 

Mr. Gault was born in Sullivan county, Mo... 
March 30, 1850, and is the third in order of birth 
in a family of nine children, all of whom are still 
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His father, Hon. Edward J. Gault, is a 
native of Belfast, Ireland, and a son of Irrank 
Gault, who brought his family to this country 
when Edward was a lad of eleven years, and first 
located in Philadelphia, Pa., bat later removed 
to Madison, Wis., and finally settled in) Appa- 
noose county, Lowa, where he engaged in farm- 
ing until his death. Edward J. Gault was reared 
in Philadelphia, where he learned the trade of 
a painter and decorator, remaining there seven 
years. On coming west he first located in Louis- 
ville, Ky., from there went to Madison, Wis., 
and later to Appanoose county, Lowa, where he 
engaged in farming and cattle-raising. He sub- 
sequently spent four veers in Sullivan and Put- 
nam counties, Mo., but at the end of that time 
returned to Appanoose county, Iowa, where he 
now resides. He owns eighteen hundred acres 
of land, and is now operating two coal: mines 
upon his farm. He is a Knight Templar \ason 
and member of the Mystic Shrine, and is 
one of the most prominent Democrats in his 
section ;of“the state. For one term he was a 
member of the house of representatives, and 
was a member of the state senate of Iowa tor 
twelve years, having defeated Drake. The 
mother of our subject, who bore the maiden 
name of Sophia McClure, and was a native of 
Ohio, died in 1872. Her father, Thomas Mce- 
Clure, was born in Belfast, Ireland, and on his 
emigration to America settled in Ohio. Later 
he lived for some time in Illinois and Iowa. and 
finally located near Table Rock, Pawnee county, 
Neb., where he died at the age of eighty-four 
years. In religious belicf he was a Presbvteii: an. 

The public schools of Lowa afforded our sub- 
ject a limited education. On leaving home in 
1876 he started for Tecumseh, Neb., but did nos 
Seon until reaching Colorado. On the 3d oi Feb- 
ruary, 1877, we find him in Atoka, Choctaw Na- 
tion, where he engaged in the cattle business. 
In 1880 he came to Oklahoma, and made his 
headquarters at the old 7 C. ranch, but the win- 
ter of 1882-83 was spent in a camp adjoiming 
the present site of Oklahoma City. He was 
here during the Creek Indian outbreak, and 
served as scout with the soldiers for ten days. 
By President Cleveland’s order, in 1886, he was 
forced to leave, and went to Johnson, Chickasaw 
Nation, I. T., where he continued in the cattle 
business for about three vears, making a spe- 
cialty of (Herefords. He still has. a.ranch im 
Creek Nation. Returning to this territory, April 
22, 1880, he took up a claim in the northern part 
of Oklahoma City, all within the corporation 
limits, but his title was contested and he did not 
receive his patent until November, tT8q6. 0 In 
April, 18a9, he laid out his first addition io the 
city, and has since laid out several others, hav- 
ing now fifty acres platted, upon wich over 
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CORYDON CRAWFORD, 


Perry. 
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thirty residences were erected inside of a year. 
He is still interested in the cattle business, and 
in 1893 shipped five thousand head of fattened 
stock to the citv markets. [Ie also has interests 
in mines in Old Mexico, near Purell, and in all 
his undertakings is meeting with good success. 
He is a man of keen discrimination and sound 
judgment, and of far more than ordinary busi- 
ness ability. 

Mr. Gault was married, 
to Miss Minnie Stede, a native of Indiana, who 
died in Johnson, I. T., leaving one daughter, 
Frances, now in Monrovia, Cal. In Oklahoma 
City, in 1894, Mr. Gault was again married, his 
second union being with Miss Ollie Crater; also 
a native of Indiana, by whom he has one child, 


in Indian Territory, 


Ruth. His idea in coming to Oklahoma City 
wasto give his children better educational advan- 


tages than the country schcols afforded. The 
family have a beautiful home filled with works of 
art, and in all its appointments it reflects the 
culture and refinement oi the inmates. In his 
political affiliations Mr. Gault is a Democrat. 


(Gite CRAWFORD, the popular 
_y postmaster of Perry, has been the architect 
of his own fortunes from his carly boy- 
hood, and deserves great credit for the pluck and 
perseverance he always has maintained, though 
many obstacles have ofttimes blocked his path- 
way. He assumed his present duties about two 
vears ago, having been appointed by President 
McKinley, February 11, 1898. Owing much 
to his efforts, the local system has been sumpli- 
fied and improved, and the office has been raised 
from the._third to the second class. November 
1, 1900, free delivery of mail was instituted, two 
carriers and an extra man being employed in 
meeting this need of the appreciative public. 

Mr. Crawford is a worthy scion cf two estima- 
ble old southern families. His paternal grand- 
father removed from Virginia to Kentucky at 
an early day, and his maternal grandfather, Mr. 
Shaw, a native of the last- mentioned state, was a 
very early settler in "Baar county, Ill., as four- 
score years ago he commenced tilling the prairie 
at Paris, the county seat of that county. In fact, 
he and his son-in-law, J. B. Crawford, were em- 
ployed in the laying out of a majer portion of 
Paris, and there he and ‘his wife. ees 
passed their last years. Three of their sons, 
Major E. P., Albert and Corydon Shae, were 
soldiers in the Union army during the Civil 
war. Major Shaw, who served with that rank 
in the army, recently died at Paris, aged eighty- 
four years; Corydon Shaw’s life was a sacrifice 
upon the alti ir of his country: and Albert Shaw 

died at his home in Charleston, Ill. Another 
protie Rev. Harvey Shaw, a minister of the 
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Methodist Episcopal Church, died at McPher- 
son, IXans. 

James B., father of Corydon Crawford, was 
born near Louisville, Ky., and located in Edgar 
county, IIL, in his early manhood. As previously 
stated, he aided in the work of laving out Paris, 
and from 1835 until his death was a merchant 
and banker of that place. He died at Jackson- 
ville, Ill, when in his fifty-sixth year. His 
widows Nees: Mary J. (Shaw) Crawi ford, was born 
in Paris in 1820, and thus was one of the earliest 
inhabitants of that portion of the state. Though 
now four-score years ol d, she is in the possession 
of all her faculties, and is remarkably keen and 
interesting in conversation. She is a deveted 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
is well informed on all of the current topics of 
the period. She is now making her home with 
her only son, our subject, and is cheered also 
by the fact that one of her daughters, Mrs. Mary 
Ervin, livesiin' Perry! (‘The 'other, Cx E.,’is' the 
wife of Rev. T. A. Parker, pastor of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church of Taylorville, Ill. 

Corydon Crawford was born in Paris, Ill, 
June 7, 1852, and was a mere child when death 
deprived him of his father. At ten years of age 
he left home and came to the west, making the 
long journey to Topeka, Kans., by way of the 
Missouri river as far as Le avenworth, and thence 
by stage to his destination. For about fifteen 
years he’ was employed as a clerk in the local 
stores, and in the meantime attended the public 
school for a period. Then he entered the employ 
of the old Topeka ‘ ‘Commonwealth,’ a daily 
newspaper, now known as the “Capitol,” and 
attended chiefly to the circulation of that jour- 
nal for three or more years. Subsequently he 
was engaged in railroading with the Santa Fe 
system for about ten years. 

On the 16th of September, 1893, Mr. Crawford 
came to Perry, prepared with a building all 
planned and cut out, ready to put together, and 
with him were four carpenters, who accompa- 
nied him from Wichita. They had the building 
up in a remarkably short time, and thus the first 
finished structure in this place was the little 
restaurant which Mr. Crawford opened for busi- 
ness on Monday, September 18, and operated 
for a year. He then embarked in the grocery 
business on the south side of C street, but was 
too generous and accommodating to his cus- 
tomers and the enterprise was not a paying one. 
In 1895 he became deputy to Sheriff John A. 
Hansen, and resigned at the end of a year or 
so. Going to Cripple Creek, he creeted a build- 
ine and again embarked in business, and within 
a twelfthmonth a disastrous fire swept away all 
of his worldly fortune, his loss being total. 
turning to Perry, he soon was made a candidate 
for the office of postmaster, and though there 
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were twelve other candidates in the field, the vic- 
tory fell to him. He is active in the ranks of 
the Republican party, is a member of the Perry 
Commercial Club, and is connected with the 
order of the Woodmen of the World. 


RS? SN. and “Ee Ay MAY BERRY. Of 

English descent, Drs. Mayberry were born 

in New Sharon, Iowa, May 7, 1867, and 
May 24, 1872, respective ely, and are sons of 
George W. and Mary J. (Marrow) Mayberry, 
natives of Ohio. The paternal grandtather, 
Richard, was born in England, and, upon mi- 
grating to America, cast his fortunes with tie 
early settlers of Ohio. His son, George W.., in 
due time removed from his native state to New 
Sharon, Iowa, where for many years he engaged 
in agricultural pursuits. He was a valiant sol- 
dier in the Civil war, and served in the. For- 
tieth Iowa Regiment. During the latter part of 
the service he was detached from the regular 
routine and acted in the capacity of hospital 
steward. After the war he continued to farm, 
but eventually drifted into the hardware business 
for a time, subsequently locating near Hutchi- 
son, Kans., where he returned to his old occu- 
pation of farming. In 1899 he resigned from the 
postmastership of Andale, Sedgwick county, and 
located on a farm in Garfield county, Okla., 
where he has since resided. He is a member of 
the Grand Army of the Republic. His wife is 
the daughter of Edward Marrow, a native of 
Ohio, who died in Indiana. Mrs. Mayberry is 
still living, and is the mother of four sons and 
three daughters, all of whom reside in Okla- 
homa. 

Dr. S. N. Mayberry received his education in 
the public schools and at Garfield University, 
Wichita, Kans., studying in the latter institution 
until his junior year, when he discontinued his 
connection with the university to take up the 
study of medicine. Resolved to acquire the 
best possible .instruction, and having no ready 
means of mecting the price of his tuition, he 
cue school, and in this way raised the neces- 

ary funds. In 1890 he entered the University 
Medical College of Kansas City, Mo., where he 
remained for a year, and then changed to the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons at St. Louis, 
from which he was graduated in 1893, carrying 
off the highest honors of his class. As a supple- 
mentary experience he took a special course on 
the eye and ear, under Tiffany, of Kansas City, 
and practiced for a short time in the hospital of 
that city. 

November 26, 1893, Dr. Mayherrv located at 
Waukomis, Okla., and was the first physician to 
recognize the possibilities of the embryo town. 
During two years’ residence there he was a mem- 
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ber of the county committee on insanity. In 
1895 he lived at Mount Hope, Kans., in 1896 
took a post-graduate course in Kansas City, and 
in 1898 came to Enid. Fis ability has been sub- 
stantially recognized by various appointinents, 
among them being that of county physician of 
Garfield county, city physician, member of 
the board of health of Enid, and surgeon tor the 
Blackwell, Enid & Southwestern Railway Com- 
pany. He has an extended and lucrative prac- 
tice and is accounted one of the most progressive 
and reliable physicians of the town. 

Dr. Mayberry was united in marriage in Gar- 
field county, March 29, 1894, with Jennie An- 
derson, a daughter of George W., and a sister 
of W. M. Anderson, of Enid. Of this union 
there have been two children, George, whe died 
at the age of sixteen months, and Ruth. While 
entertaining liberal views regarding the politics 
of the administration, Dr. Mayberry believes in 
the principles of the Republican party. Frater- 
nally he is variously associated, and belongs to 
the Masonic order, with which he became asso- 
ciated at Andale, Kans., was past master of Hope 
Lodge, and belongs to the Wichita Consistory. 
He is also connected ae the Independent Or- 
der of Odd Fellows, the Modern Woodmen of 
America, the Ancient Order of United Work- 
men, the Fraternal Aid, the Select Knights, L 
and G Fireside, and the Sons of Veterans. An 
active member and worker in the Christian 
Church, he contributes generously toward its 
maintenance. 

Dr. Ed A. Mayberry received his education in 
the public schools at Wichita, Kans., and the 
Atchison Business College. After leaving schocl 
he took up the study of telegraphy, and was em- 
ployed for a year as manager of the Postal Tele- 
graph Company at Atchison, Kans., during 
which time he attended the business college at 
nights at that place. On leaving there he was 
employed on the Santa Fe Railway, at Newton 
Kans., and other places, leaving this company 
to accept a position as dispatcher on ihe Mfis- 
sourt, Kansas & Texas Railway, which he re- 
signed to enter a medical college. He attended 
the St. Louis eee of Physicians and Sur- 
geons one year, and the University Medical Col- 
lege at Kansas City, Mo., two-years, graduati ne 
from the latter institution. During his junior 
year at Kansas Citv he was elected house sur- 
geon for All Saints’ Hospital, and remained there 
until he graduated. Dr. Mavberry is a member 
of the Masonic order, of the Nuights of Pythias 
and the Modern Woodmen of America. He was 
married July 16, 1899, to Miss Clara Etta Little. 
of Carthage, Mo. 

Tle located at Mount Tope, Nans., after grad 
uatine, remained there one vear, and then lo- 


cated in Joplin, Mo., where he practiced until 
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August 11, 1900. He then formed a partnership 
with his brother, and came to Enid, Okla., at 
which place he and his brother are two ot the 
leading physicians. 


EL APPLEWHITE,M. D: The profession 
of medicine is ably represented in Potta- 
watomie county by Dr. Applewhite, who 

has received the substantial appreciation and pat- 
ronage of a large part of the community in which 
he resides. His popularity is justified by his 
skill as a practitioner and his masteriul handiing 
of intricate and seemingly hopeless cases. Mueh 
1s to be ascribed also to his faith in the best 
tenets of medical and surgical science, and to 
the spirit of progress which stimulates continual 
investigation along the lines of his chosen work. 

Dr. Applewhite was born in Carroil county, 
Miss., July 27, 1841. To a certain extent he in- 
herits his ability and special aptitude for medical 
practice, his father having devoted his years oi 
activity to the same calling. His parents, Dr. E. 
R. and Eliza (Lee) Applewhite, lived on a iarm 
in Mississippi, where the former had a large 
country practice. The son remained at home 
during his younger .days and received excellent 
educational advantages. Otherwise his lie was 
at that time uneventiul, and the first happening 
of interest was the breaking out of the war. As 
a loyal son of his state, he “enlisted in Company 
A, Twelfth Mississippi Infantry, which was re- 
organized after twelve months, and he went into 
Company H. After a year of service as a pri- 
vate, he became a non-commissioned officer. He 
was in the army of northern Virginia, under 
Robert E. Lee, and participated in all of the 
important battles in which his regiment was en- 
gaged. He was wounded in front of Eachaapit 
when Jackson attacked McClellan’s !eft flank, 
and returned to his home to teetperate: Upon 
his return, a few days after the battle of Manas- 
sas, and was later at Gettysburg, Antietam, Ap- 
pomattox, Petersburg, and many minor. skir- 
mishes. August 4, 1864, he was captured during 
>the attack to recover Colonel Thomas’ regiment, 
at which time thesentire regiment surrendered. 
Ife was sent to Fort Lookout and detained until 
a short time before the fall of Richmond. 

After his return home, Mr. Applewhite suf- 
fered greatly from the effects of the war, and 
was incapacitated for nearly a year. His father, 
who had in the meantime continued his practice, 
had accumulated a large supply of cotton, which 
was worth fifty cents a pound, but the soi had 
practically nothing. Deing of an independent 
and ambitious nature, he began to look around 
for a means of support, and, pending permanent 
arrangements, engaged as a clerk in a mercantile 
establishment. He also continued the studies 
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in which he had been interested before the break- 
ing out of the war, and in 1866 entered the Ohio 
Medical College, at Cincinnati, and after one ses- 
sion removed to southern Mississippi, where he 
successfully practiced his profession jor twelve 
vears. While there he was married, in Marion 
county, with Mrs. Rebecca Warren, and of ihis 
union ence were no children. 

In 1872 Dr. Applewhite removed to Cooke 
county, Poe and located in Dexter. In 1879 he 
entered the University of Louisville, and was 
graduated the following year. Soon after his 
graduation his wife died in Texas. After the 
eve oetan of twelve years, Dr. Applewhite mar- 
ried Olive Rice, who was ern in Greene eee 
Aio., and to them have been born three children: 
Gardner H., who is now a sophomore in the 
Limaierey of Oklahoma, at Norman, and 1s en- 

gaged in the study of medicine; Maggie R., and 
Nannie Olive. Dr. Applewhite continued to 
live in Texas and the Indian Territory until 
1892, when he came to Oklahoma and home- 
steaded a farm two and a half miles from Te- 
cumseh, and entered upon the practice which 
has been so successfully conducted. 

In national politics Dr. Applewhite is a Dem- 
ocrat. Though interested’ in all of the under- 
takings of his party, he is nevertheless not an 
office-seeker. He is a member of the Territorial 
Medical Association, and is city health officer otf 
Tecumseh. 


ETER R. BARBER. This worthy citizen of 
Edmond is a descendant of sterling old 
New England patriots. His parents, Theo- 

doric M. and Mary Jane (McFEachron) Barber, 
were natives of New York state, and the iatter, 
as her name indicates, was of Scotch extraction. 
The father was in thorough sympathy with the 
Union when its foundations were threatened, 
and twice volunteered his services as a soldier, 
but on account of physical disability was rejected 
both times. 

About 1866 T. M. Barber settled in Michigan, 
where he was occupied in farming about three 
years. He then went to Iowa and gave his at- 
tention to like pursuits until 1878, when he re- 
turned to Michigan and embarked in the lumber 
trade, running a saw-mill several vears, or until 
the timber in his locality had been exhausted. 
Later he owned and managed two farms in Mont- 
calm county, same state, and is vet actively en- 
gaged in the cultivation of the soil. 

Peter Reynolds Barber was born in New York 
state April 1, 1865, and in infancy was taken to 
Michigan. When in his fifteenth year he com- 
menced working in a saw-mull, and spent five 
vears in that line of business. On his father’s 
farm he learned the practical methods of agri- 
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culture, and, upon reaching his majority, went to 
Towa, where he was employed on a farm five 
years, in the meantime laving aside a certain 
amount of money each vear, with a view to es- 
tablishing a home of his own. In 18g1 he re- 
turned to Michigan, and was united in marriage 
with Lois J. DeWolf, a native of that state. She 
is a daughter of Joseph and Emma (Bush) De- 
Wolf, natives of Ohio and Connecticut, respect- 
ively, and of old American colonial ancestry. 
Two children bless the union of our subject and 
wife, namely: Norva I. and Helen MM. 

For several years subsequent to his marriage 
Mr. Barber was numbered among the farmers of 
Michigan, and, by strict attention to business, 
succeeded in amassing a competence. In Feb- 
ruary, 1890, he came to Oklahoma, and in May 
of the same year purchased the livery interest 
formerly owned by J. R. Taylor, late of Edmond, 
and the business is now conducted by Barber & 
Dawson. Mr. Barber has succeeded in increas- 
ing his patronage, and, by his courtesy and de- 
sire to meet the wishes of the public, has won its 
good will. He buys and sells horses extensively, 
and boards and looks after animals, as desired. 
Recently he also has supplied customers im this 
city with ice, and is building up a good business 
in that direction. Upright and fair in all his 
dealings, he deserves the prosperity which now 
attends him, and his future career here is bright 
with promise. 


IAS ANCROM Sane Few more 
desirable homesteads in Oklahoma county 
are to be found than that owned by the 

subject of this narrative. He has dwelt here 
only five years, but has become well known and 
thoroughly respected, and by well-directed en- 
ergy is ‘accumulating a snug fortune. His record 
is above reproach, and to his posterity he will 
leave the heritage of a blameless name. 

Mr. Shriver is a worthy representative cf the 
old South, his ancestors havi ing been inhabitants 
of Virginia for several generations. His paternal 
grandfather, his father, Baswell G. Shriver, and 
himself were natives of Monongalia county, Va. 
(now W. Va.), and his mother, Mary A., and her 
father, James Wise, also were born in the Old 
Dominion, though the latter had a strain of New 
England blood in his veins. As a matter of 
course, they were adherents of the Democratic 
faith, and had strong convictions on the “‘state’s 
rights” question. T. G. Shriver removed to Mis- 


souri with his family in 1864, and, buying a farm | 


in Scotland county, was actively occupied in its 
cultivation for a period of thirty-three years 

Three vears ago he and his estimable wife came 
to Oklahoma. Though he ts advanced in years, 
he is so hale and well that he really enjoys taking 
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part in the actual development of this new coun- 
try 

The birth of D. A. Shriver occurred March .1, 
1859, and he was five years old when he accoim- 
panied the family to Scotland county, Mo. Viicre 
he grew to manhood, and chose for his life's 
companion Miss Martha J. Baker, daughter of 
Tranklin and Rosanna (Sodorus) Baker, who 
were natives of Ohio. Five children blessed the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Shriver, but one. of the 
number departed this life in infancy. The others, 
Hugh H., Beulah J., Arthur G. and Eliza V., are 
yet with their parents, and are great assistants 
in the general and varied work of the home- 
stead. 

The early years of his married life our subject 
passed in Scotland county, Mo., where he carried 
on a farm and made a good livelihood for his 
family. He was succeeding so well that he had 
small disposition to join the great multitudes 
rushing, like a mighty flood, into their land of 
promise, at its opening, and it was not until af- 
fairs here had settled into a quiet routine that he 
determined to cast in his lot with these energetic 
people. In January, 1895, he bought the prop- 
erty which he has since owned and managed. It 
is located on section 25, Council Grove town- 
ship, and is doubly valuable because it is but a 
mile and a half from the limits of Oklahoma 
City. The commodious house is situated beau- 
tifully upon an eminence, commanding a fine 
view of the surrounding country Good barns. 
fences, an orchard and excellent water render 
this an extremely desirable place, and the land, 
which is slightly rolling, is fertile and highiy 
productive. Every comfort of the modern, pro- 
gressive farmer thus is enjoyed by the hoxse- 
hold of Mr. Shriver, and, in addition to the 
general farming and stock-raising carried on by 
him, he owns a threshing machine, azid does the 
greater part of the threshing done in this locality 
each year. Unquestionably he is a man of enter- 
prise and keen business talent, and, though often 
urged by his friends and neighbors to allow his 
name to appear as a candidate for different of- 
fices, he has declined, preferring to devote his 
entire time to the manifold duties already resting 
upon his shoulders. He is connected with the 
Methodist Church, and, with the other members 
of his family, has a high standard of conduct 
toward his fellow-men. 


C. MYERS, junior member of the firm 
of Myers &-Son, of Perry, is one of the 
best-known citizens of Noble county, 
and, wherever known, is esteemed. He is a na- 
tive of Clermont county, Ohio, and is in the 
prime of early manhood, as his birth occurred 
February 5, 1870. He is a son of Lewis and 
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Sarah (Metzger) Myers, who were engaged in 
carrying on a farm in the Buckeye state until 
1880, when they removed to Winfield, Kans. For 
two years the father conducted a farm in that 
vicinity, then selling the place and leasing farms 
in the neighborhood for several years. He then 
became a citizen of \Winlield, and devoted his at- 
tention to the management of a livery business 
there from 1887 until Oklahoma was opened. 
Going to Guthrie, Mr. Myers secured three lots, 
which he subsequently sold at a good price. He 
returned to Winfield, and, in his stead, our sub- 
ject came to the territory, believing that he 
would have better opportunities for advancement 
here 

Settling i in Stillwater, Payne county, in the fall 
of 1889, W. C. Myers laid claim to some lots, 
and then proceeded to embark in business, run- 
ning a stage line to Wharton, himself driving a 
coach, and having charge of government mails. 
He then took the contract for de! ivering mail to 
Orlando, Logan county, being the arst one to 
‘establish a regular route to that point, and for 
nine years he continued this enterprise. He was 
one of the first business men of Stillwater, where 
he had a livery, of which his father is the present 
manager, and he also maintained a livery at Or- 
lando “until two years ago. When he disposed of 
that business he opened a similar establishment 
at Perry, and is in charge of the same. The firm 
of Myers & Son owns the tivo liveries at Still- 
water and Perry, and both branches are flourish- 
ing financially. W. C. Myers developed excel- 
lent business ability at an early age, and has 
steadily grown in the regard of his fellow-citi- 
zens. 

An important step in the life of Mr. Myers was 
his marriage June 26, 1892, to Miss Stella Nich- 
olas, of Stillwater. She is a daughter of C. Kk. 
and Prudence (Copeland) Nicholas, and is a na- 
tive of Kansas. Two children bless their union, 
Hershel, who was born in Stillwater, and Ruth, 
whose birth occurred in Orlando. 

Fraternally Mr. Myers is associated with the 
Modern Woodmen of America, and is a member 
of Perry Lodge No. 9, KX. of P. In his ae 

aith he is a strong believer in the platform of the 
Republican party, and in 1900 cast his ballot for 
William McKinley. 


OBERT L. BOYINGION. *) Not’ *vitiiout 
justice, Mr. Boyington is conceded to hold 
an enviable position among the farmers of 

Garfield county. The place which he owns and 
occupies comprises the southwest quarter of 
section 11, Hobart township, which he acquired 
at the opening of the strip, September 16, 1803. 
On this farm he is engaged in stock-raising and 
general farming, having eighty acres under the 
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plow, and raising wheat and-the ether ccreals 
to which the soil is adapted. In addition to 
the management of his stock and crops, he gives 
considerable attention to his vineyard and or- 
chard, both of which are in bearing condition 
and bid fair to become valuable accessories to 
the farm. 

In reviewing the ancestry of the Boyington 
family, we find that the great-great-grandfather 
of Mr. Boyington came from Engl land before 
the Revolutionary war and settled near Boston, 
Mass. Some members of his family participated 
in the war, and one of them, a resident of South 
Carolina, was a Tory, who supported the British 
cause. All were agriculturists. “Andrew Boy- 
ineton, the grandfather of Robert I., was born 
in Vermont. The father, David D. Bovington, 
also a native of Vermont, removed in early 
manhood to the western part of New York, and 
there married Belinda G. Jackson, in 1831. In 
1848 he removed to Jefferson .county, near the 
oil regions of Pennsylvania, and cleared a farm 
from the dense forests, becoming, after some 
years, a prosperous and = successful farmer. 
Though he had learned the trades of tanner and 
shoen naker, his later years were devoted largely 
to agricultural pursuits. A man of deep reli- 
gious nature, he was a faithful member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and established 
many Sunday-schools in his locality when it 
vas a new and undeveloped country. By his 
earnest Christian spirit and work, he gained an 
enviable reputation throughout his section ot 
the state. At the time of his death he was 
eighty-nine years, of age. 

‘The family of Dav id D. and Belinda G. Boy- 
ington consisted of ten children, as follows: 
Lyman’), .»ot.,.Osawatoinie,.: Kans.; Maria, 
widow of W. M. Lang, of Ligonier, Pa.; Rob- 
ert I., of this sketch; Myron L., who enlisted 
in Company Kk, Eleventh Pennsylvania Infan- 
try, and lost his life in the battle of Gaines’ Mill; 
Araminta V., wife of Rev. William Linsenbigler; 
Persis, P.; ) David; .D.,.,Jr.,..of.Marshall ;county. 
Iowa; Eveline, wife of Lewis Postlethwart. of 
Jefferson county, Pa.; Carrie, who married 
James Shields, of Brockway, Pa.; and Andrew 
A., of Randolph county, Ill. Mrs. Belinda Boy- 
ington died in Pennsylvania at the age of eighty: 
two years. She was a daughter of Andrew Jacl 
son, who was one of the most extensive canes 
of his day in Allegany county, N. Y., andthe 
family homestead is known as Jackson Hill to 
this day. 

Born in Olean, Cattaraugus county, N. Y., 
in 1836, Robert I. Boyington spent the first 
twelve years of his life at and near Olean, N. Y.., 
after which he accompanied his parents to Tet- 
ferson county, Pa. His education was carried 
on in the public schools of Jefferson and .Arm- 
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‘strong counties, supplemented by academic 
courses. At the opening of the Civil war he 


was engaged in teaching school, but he at once 
left the schoolroom and enlisted, October 5, 
1861, as a private in Company I, One Hundred 
and Fifth Pennsylvania Infantry. July 14, 1862, 
he was appointed sergeant-major; February 6, 
1863, became second lieutenant; and Jine 7, 
1863, was promoted to be first lieutenant. At 
the battle of Gettysburg, July 2, 1863, he was 
wounded by a minie ball that crushed the bone 
just above the left knee, and the injury was so 
serious as to necessitate his retirement from the 
service. Gettysburg was the thirteenth battle 
in which he had participated, his previous im- 
portant engagements having been those ot Wil- 
liamsburg, Fair Oaks, Seven Pines, Glendale, 
second battle of Bull Run, Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville and Chantilla. At Malvern 
Hill he was detailed to provost duty and placed 
in charge of General Robinson’s baggage. He 
was the only commissioned officer left in his 
company, which he commanded from the date of 
his first commission until he was wounded. By 
special order, he was mustered out at Lattle 
York, Pa., November 10, 1863, and about the 
same time was removed from the hospital at Get- 
tysburgto that at Little York, where he remained 
until March 5, 1864, and was then discharged. 
However, he did not fully recover from his in- 
juries until the fall of 1865, and has never been 
able since to walk far without the aid of a cane. 

Returning to civic pursuits, in 1864 Mr. Boy- 
ington embarked in merchandising and lumber- 
ing at Langville, Pa., where he remained for four 
years. Removing from that place to Knoxdale, 
Jefferson county, he embarked in the same lines 
of business. In 1873 he sold out there and 
moved to Steam Corners, Morrow county, Ohio, 
where he purchased a saw and planing mill and 
carried on a lumber business for six vears. In 
1879 he bought a farm near Pulaskiville, Mor- 
row county, and gave his attention to its culti- 
vation until 1884, when he moved to Washing- 
ton county, Kans., and purchased farm prop- 
erty. There he remained until the opening of 
the Cherokee strip in 1893. At that time he 
came to Kingfisher to visit a daughter and wit- 
ness the race. However, he, too, fell a victim to 
the prevailing fever and determined to make 
the run. At moon, September 16, 1893, he 
started on horseback from South Line, near 
Hennessey, and, after riding thirty-one miles, 
staked out his present land about 3:30 11 the 
afternoon, he being among the first to secure 
a claim in this locality. Atter filing his claim, 
he returned to his family in Kansas, whoim he 
brought to their new home in March, 1894. 
In the spring of that year he built a house, 
which was one of the first frame dwecliings 
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erected in the vicinity. Since then he has given 
his attention to the cultivation of his land. Each 
year witnesses the introduction of valuable im- 


provements, which-enhance the worth of the 
farm, 
Politically Mr. Boyington has always taken 


an active part in the Republican party, whose 
principles he supports. During his residence 
in Pennsylvania he was nominated for county 
treasurer, and since coming to Oklahoma he 
has served for two terms as justice of the peace, 
In 1898 he was elected county commissioner and 
is now servitig in that capacity. He was elected 
the first director of the school board and assisied 
in organizing district No. 36. Fraternally he is 
connected with: Lodge No. 41, A. F. & A.M, 
at Al neers Okla:; ‘George A. Custer Post, 

A. R., also at Alvaretta: the Independent 
ee of Oda Fellows, in which he is past 
grand; and has also been a prominent meinber 
of the Grange. In the capacity of deputy or- 
ganizer, he organized twenty-eight Farmers’ Al- 
liances or Industrial Unions, but when it became ° 
a political order, known as the Populists, he 
withdrew his membership from the organization. 
He and his wife have been active members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church ever since they 
were married, but since they came to Oklahoma 
they have been associated with the Congrega- 
tional Church. Mr. Boyington was one of the 
originators and builders of the Northwestern 
Academy, at Carrier, Garfield countv, Okla., 
where he yet lives. 

October 23, 1861, occurred the marriage of 
Mr. Boyington to Mary K., daughter ot Robert 
McFarland, of Ringgold, Pa. They are the par- 
ents of five children, namely: Elmer I., who re- 
sides at Grand Junction, Colo.; Mary E., wife 
of Henry C. George, of Colorado; Beile E., a 
graduate of the Keokuk (Iowa) Medical College, 
and now the wife of Oscar N. Thompson, M. D., 
of Lock Springs, Mo.; Kate S. and Charies A., 
who are with their parents. 

Four days after Mr. Boyington rece hee his 
wound at Gettysburg, his voung wife (to whom 
he was married just before his enlistment) 
joined him on the battlefield, in the field hos- 
pital, and dressed his wounds, caring for him 
constantly until he could be removed, on a2 bed, 
to his home the following March. <All of her 
spare time, after attending to his wants, was 
devoted to caring for and dressing the wounds 
of other wounded soldiers, very many of whom 
suffered greatly at first for that attention they 
so. much needed, but which, for want of neces- 
sary help, could not be given. Among tiie in- 
teresting experiences of his army carecy. was 
one connected with the second batile of Bult 
Run, where he served as sergeant-major of his 


regiment. A squad of men of the Fighty- 
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seventh New York (among them the since noted 
Grand Army orator, “Corporal James Tanner”) 
was placed temporarily under his command, and 
while they were lying on the ground, side by 
side, the corporal had both his feet tora off by 
a bursting shell. Sergeant-Major Boyington 
helped to remove him from the field. Twenty- 
four years afterward they met and became 
known to each other as comrades of that sad 
hour, Z 

Mr. Boyington was never off duty one hour 
while in the service until wounded. He had the 
good-will and respect of his men and the con- 
fidence of his fellow-officers. 

The record of his service, as given in the his- 
tory of his regiment, is one of which any man 
might well be proud. 





OBERT: COURTS RIDLEY i M«De “The 

profession of medicine at Neal, Pottawat- 

omie county, is materially augmented by 
the skill and erudition of Dr. Ridley, who, 
though practically a newcomer, is receiving the 
extended patronage and appreciation due his 
painstaking and conscientious methods. In addi- 
tion to his. practice he has mercantile interests, 
and also acts as postmaster at Neal. 

The Ridley family have distinguished them- 
selves in their various vocations, and in uphold- 
ing the honor of their country have fought with 

“courage and distinction. The paternal great- 
grandfather, George Ridley, was a captain under 
George Washington during the Revolutionary 
war, and his son, James, fie grandfather of Dr. 
Ridley, was a commissary under Jackson during 
the war of 1812. A native of Rutherford county, 
Tenn., Dr. Ridley was born June 7, 1844, and is-a 
son of James and Hannah H. (Williams) Ridley, 
natives, respectively, of East Tennessee and 
North Carolina. Mrs. Ridley was a niece of 
Daniel Courts, for many years supreme judge of 
North Carolina. When quite young, R. C. Rid- 
ley went with his parents to Carroll county, 
where he practically became an orphan when 
about eleven years of age. Soon after he went to 
Callaway county, Ky., and engaged in the to- 
bacco business, beginning at the bottom and 
working up to a minute knowledge of every de- 
partment of the trade. When the war broke out 
he had attained to considerable prominence as a 
tobacco trader in southern Mississippi, his oper- 
ations being interfered with on account of the 
unsettled condition of the country. 

The war record of Dr. Ridley is prolific of ad- 
venture and interest above the average. He first 
offered his services to his country by enlisting in 
Company A, Fourth Mississippi Infantry, under 
Captain Hale, and was at the siege of [Tort 
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Henry, and at Fort Donclson received a scalp 
wound, and, upon being taken prisoner, was sent 
to Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind., for an eight 
months’ respite. Upon being exchanged and 
rejoining the service he went to Vicksburg, and, 
with others, charged and captured a battery at 
Chickasaw Bayou, in December of 1862. Under 
the able leadership of Pemberton they were suc- 
cessful. During April, 1863, the company made 

forced march of sixty miles to ort Gibson in 
forty-eight hours, and at the end of their journey 
participated in a battle. May 7 they fought at 
Big Black, and fell back to V icksburg May 18, at 
which time Dr. Ridley had charge of a squad, 
and was the last to enter the breastworks. After 
the surrender of Vicksburg he was paroled and 
went into parole camp at Enterprise, Miss., and, 
upon being exchanged, was assigned to various 
kinds of duty until the surrender of Johnston. 


‘April 30 he was among those who fought Sher- 


man at Rome, Ga., on the w ay to join Tol inston’s 
main army, and were under continual fire until 
July 5, 1864. Mr. Ridley was badly wounded 
through the right knee, and narrowly escaped 
bleeding to death on the battle-field. After this 
he spent three months in a hospital at LaGrange, 
and was then taken to Columbus, Ga., where he 
succeeded in getting a furlough. After a visit to 
a brother in southern Mississippi he rode on 
horseback from that point to Kentucky, his old 
home, and on the way was attacked by guerrilla 
bands. He returned to the original command at 
Mobile, Ala., March 1, and April Q was one ot 
three hundred and seventy-two who, at Blake- 
lev, killed between three and four thousand ne- 
groes. They were finally overpowered by the su- 
perior force and taken to Ship Island and held 
until May 1, when they were sent to Vicksburg 
and discharged. 

After the restoration of peace Mr. Ridley re- 
sorted to the peaceful operation of farming fora 
ay vears, and then began to read medicine in 

868. His knowledge of the profession was 
ia bought, for he had not the means to se- 
cure the requisite knowledge. While studying 
by himself he made his way by working for his 
brother-in-law in 1871-72, and in 1873 began to 
practice in Tenth His work, irene ever, Was 
purely gratuitous, for, not having a diploma, he 
was not allowed to charge for his services. In 
the pursuit of a more accommodating locality he 
removed to Texas county, Mo., but met with the 
same results, and not until he had reached Bax- 
ter county, Ark., did he succeed in making any 
headway. Here he practiced for four years, and 
in 1880 entered the Vanderbilt University, from 
which he was graduated in 1885, having prac- 
ticed medicine during the whole course at the 
university. In 1887 he was graduated from the 
Nashville University. In 1885 he had removed 
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to Washington county, Ark., and remained there 
in active practice until the fall of 1897. 

The doctor’s first association with Oklahoma 
began in 1897, when he located in Dale, Potta- 
watonue county. In 1899 he removed to Belle- 
mont, and came to Neal November 26, 1900, 
which has since been his home. He was united 
in marriage, in Callaway county, Ky., December 
20, 1866, with Louisa A. Coleman, who died in 
Texas county, Mo., March 25, 1876. December 
31, 1876, Dr. Ridley married Nannie J. Gulledge, 
of Henry county, Tenn. Of the first union there 
is one child, now Mrs. Ella Courts Mooney, who 
lives at McLoud, Okla. The result of the second 
union is two children, William Robert and 
Charles A. In national politics Dr. Ridley 1s 
independent, and believes in voting for the man 
best qualified to fill the position. 

Since coming to Neal Dr. Ridley has opened 
a mercantile business, taking as partners his two 
cons. In addition he has been appointed post- 
master. On previous occasions, under Harrison 
and Cleveland, he held two like commissions. 


OHN UHI ALPEN’ oft) is doubtful it Mr: 
‘l Allen could find a field prolific of greater 
possibilities along the lines of his chosen 
work than that provided him as superintendent 
of schools of Pottawatomie county. As an edu- 
cator of extended experience, and with com- 
prehensive and ever-broadening views as to the 
best means of disseminating knowledge, he has 
made a perceptible impression upon tie practical 
intellectual development of the localities in 
which he has elected to reside. Among the 
many wise changes in the administration of edu- 
cational affairs in the territory, he instituted, 
as an inducement to the best efforts of the teach- 
ers under ‘his direction, a system of issuing 
special certificates to those who have accom- 
plished especially meritorious work. The stand- 
ard has been raised to a plane occupied by the 
older centers of education in the east, and the 
promise of the future is revealed by the success 
of the present. From a half-dozen members, 
the reading circle has widened its influence and 
usefulness to fifty members, and, whereas in 
1899 there were nine diplomas for the comple- 
tion of the common-school course issued, in 
1900 there were thirty-three. 

A native of Monroe county, Ky.; Mr. Allen 
was born February 9, 1850, and is a son of Wil- 
liam AM. and Lucy A.) (Maynard) Ailen.: His 
carly life was turned from the anticipated groove 
by the death of his mother, which occurred 
when he was but six vears of age. He soon 
after left his father’s farm, and found employ- 
ment with Prof. C. W. Sewell, whose school he 
also attended for three terms. Subsequently 
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he went to Cumberland county, Ky., and at the 
age of nineteen had qualified for work as a 
teacher. As a means to the further acquisition of 
knowledge, he entered burkesville College, 
where he remained for three years. In 1866 he 
had become identified with the Christian Church 
and for a time, after leaving school, preached 
in the pulpits of that church. In 1876 he re- 
moved to Collin county, Tex., where he com- 
bined his occupation of teaching with the duties 
ot a clergyman, and for many years exerted a 
wide influence upon the moral and intellectual 
community in which he lived. 

In 1891 Mr. Allen sought the larger possibil- 
itics of Oklahoma, and settled in Pottawatomie 
county, upon the southeast quarter of section 
9, township 9, range 4 east, two and a half miles 
from Tecumseh. He here followed his previous 
occupation as a teacher for two terms, at Te- 
ecumseh and Earlsboro. In 1893 he was ap- 
pointed deputy postmaster under John W. 
Moyle, and for two years assumed the responsi- 
bility of the affairs of the postoffiice at Tecum- 
seh. In 1898 he was elected county superin- 
tendent of schools, and has since discharged 
the duties incident to this position in a manner 
creditable to himself and to the location which 
he seeks to benefit. 

The marriage of Mr. Allen and Laura Cul- 
lom occurred in Tennessee in 1876. Ars. Allen 
is a daughter of Gen. Alvan Cullom, who was 
quartermaster in the Mexican war, and she is 
also a grandniece of Senator Cullom, of Illinois. 
Of the six children born to this couple, William 
A. is principal of schools at Noble, Cleveiand 
county, and married Laura Williams, ihe first 
graduate of the school of Lexington, Okla., and 
who is a teacher; Edwin C. is a student at the 
Philadelphia School of Pharmacy, class of Igor. 
The other children are Carl C., Ary Maynard, 
Laura Belle and Minnie May. At the present 
time Mr. Allen is the county president of the 
Inter-Denominational Sunday-school Associa- 
tion, which is the largest institution of the kind 
in the world, and he is a member of the terri- 
torial executive committee of the same organi- 
zation. 


B. JONES. One of the pioneers of Perry, 
|) . has been actively interested in a number 
of local enterprises, and has contributed 
materially to the upbuilding of the place. In all 
of his varied business transactions he has been 
noted for absolute integrity and fairness, and his 
acquaintances, without exception, speak of him 
in high terms. 
Born and reared upon a Kentucky farm, in 
fayette county, D. B. Jones did not have very 
fine educational advantages, but when he was 
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seventeen years of age, in 1870, he removed to 
Lexington; Mo., with his parents, and for two 
years pursued his studies in the Kansas City high 
school. Later he equipped himself for the busi- 
ness world by taking a course of instruction in 
Spaulding’s Commercial College. Soon after- 
ward he embarked in the live stock business, and 
at the same time devoted some attention to farm- 
ing. 

In 1875 D. B. Jones returned to his native 
state, where ‘he remained for about five years, in 
the meantime being united in marriage with 
Miss Katherine Smith, of Harrison county, Ky., 
the ceremony being solemnized May 25, 1876. 
They are the parents of two children, Ida and 
Clarence, both born in Jackson county, Mo. The 
daughter, who is an accomplished young lady 
and a graduate of the Perry high school, class of 
99, became the wife of Bert Pratt, August 15, 
1900. 

From 1880 to 1893 Mr. Jones was a resident 
of Jackson county, Mo., and for the past seven 
years has been a citizen of Perry. He made the 
race to this place when it was opened to settle- 
ment by the general public, but did not secure a 
lot in this town, as he had hoped to do. He 
soon, however, embarked in the hardware busi- 
ness here, and later dealt extensively in local 
real estate. He then became interested in the 
cotton and grain business, in partnership with 
Mr. Coyle, and.established an elevator and cot- 
ton-gin here. For three years or more he was 
actively connected with the two lines of business, 
after which he returned to his former occupation 
of dealing in live stock, in which he meets with 
marked success 

The first quarterly conference of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church South, in this section, 
was held in Mr. Jones’ house, his present home, 
which, however, then had but two rooms, and the 
meeting was conducted by J. M. Gross, the pre- 
siding elder. For a quarter of a century Mr. 
Jones has been a member and a steward in the 
denomination mentioned, and his wife and two 
children also are earnest workers in the church. 
In political faith he is a Democrat, and frater- 
nally he is identified with the Woodmen of the 
World. 


ELLTAMs Bu BRENGLE, Mia Ds«\Previ- 

ous to locating in Perry, in 1893, Dr. 

Brengle led a somewhat eventful life, and 
more on the comprehensive order than falis to 
the lot of the average practitioner. In the pur- 
suit of a desirable permanent location he vis- 
ited various parts of the country, and became 
particularly familiar with conditions existing in 
the far’west. The breadth of mind thus ac- 
quired and the general information stored up 


for future application, have been of incalculable 
benefit to him in the later pursuit of his pro- 
fession, 

To a.certain degree the doctor inherits his 
particular aptitude for his chosen life work, his 
father having been a prominent physician, and 
many of his ancestors associating themselves 
with the professions. He was born in Win- 
chester, Scott county, Ill., January 7, 1853, and 
is a son of Dr. D. D. Brengle, a native ot Ger- 
many, and a graduate of Heidelberg University. 
He came to America and settled in Winchester, 
Ill., where for sixty vears he was foremest in 
medical circles of his locality, and where he 
is living at the present time, at the age of eighty- 
three years. The mother, formerly Miranda 
Vivian Muir, was born in Kentucky, and died 
in Illinois. She became the mother of four sons 
and two daughters. All of the sons are physi- 
cians. Oscar is practicing in Australia, and is 
a graduate of the University of Michigan ; 
George C. is a graduate of the College of Piysi- 
cians and Surgeons, of Chicago, and is living 
im Winchester, Thu D.aD\, Jr-isialso a gradu- 
ate of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
of Chicago, and is practicing with his brother 
in Perry 

The diy education of Dr. Brengle was re- 
ceived in his native town, and he eraduated from 
the high school in 1870. He later — in 
the State University at Columbus, Mo., for two 
vears, when he entered the Rush Medical Col- 
lege, at Chicago, and was graduated in 1879. 
Fis first field of practice was the town of his 
birth, Winchester, Ill., and subsequently located 
in Well ington, Kans., where he practiced until 
1886. He then went to the far west, and for a 
year practiced his profession in Los Angcies 
Cal., going thence to Seattle, Wash., where he 
lived until 1891. His next venture was in San 
Francisco, and in 1892 he went to C ripple 
Creek, where he combined medicine and mining, 
and opened a drug store. 

The possibilities of life in Oklahoma appealed 
to the ambitious expectations of Dr. Brengle. 
and he made the run in September of 1893, and 
located in Perry. For the first three years he 
carried on a drug store, but this he sold in order 
to devote his entire time to his profession. In 
addition to a general practice, he makes a spe- 
clalty of the treatment of catarrh, to the ameli- 
oration of which he has given much time and 
study, and towards the better understanding of 
Which he is able to contribute the resuits of val- 
uable and satisfactory research. He is also 
interested in and successfully treats pulmon: ary 
disorders, and has special apparatus for the car 
rying out of his methods. Since living in Perry, 
he has added to his own comfort and to the ap- 
pearance of the town by erecting a substantial 
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residence. He is a great admirer of the noble 
fricnd of man, the horse, and is justifiably proud 
of his blooded stock. 


In Albion, Neb., Dr. 


Brengle married Grace 


Little, born in North Henderson, Il... Of this 
union there is one child, Vivian. In pelitics 
the doctor is a stanch Repubhean, and has 


never deviated from the straight and narrow 
path bounded by Republican principles. His 


fraternal relations are with the Nnights of 
Pythias, the Red Men and the Independent 


Order of Odd Fellows. He is popular among 
the residents of his adopted town, and has gained 
the confidence and good-will of all who appreci- 
ate his skill and devotion to the best tenets of 
his profession. 


F. CORDELL. It is doubtful if any inan 

in the city of Perry is more deserving of 

a partial relaxation from the arduous re- 
sponsibilities of business life than 1s Mr. Cor- 
deli. Since coming to Oklahoma he has specu- 
lated somewhat, and evinced commendabie in- 
terest in the welfare of his adopted town, but 
has otherwise lived in the comiortable sur- 
roundings of his handsome home, one ot.the 
finest architectural examples in the city, an ex- 
istence somewhat remote, by reason of its peace- 
ful nature, from the more thrilling memories of 
the past. 

The ancestry of the Cordell family is traced 
back to St. John Cordelle of France, the latter- 
day descendants having dropped the finai ‘‘e.” 
The paternal great-grandfather came trom Lor- 
raine, France, and settled in Virginia, to which 
state his descendants have since given alle- 
giance. J. F. Cordell was here born in Loudoun 
county, September 27, 1838, and there also were 
born his father, Adam, and his mother, Susan 
(Slater) Cordell. The former was, during the 
years of his activity, a farmer, and the latter 
was a daughter of Samuel Slater, a farmer. The 
Slater family is of German descent, and the 
great-grandfather was a soldier in the Revolu- 
tionary war. There were eleven children in the 
family of which J. F. Cordell is a menrbe1, he 
being sixth and the only one in Okiahoma. .\ 
younger brother, Jacob, who is now living in 


Virginia, was, during the war, in the Loudoun 
Rangers, Union troops, and was severely 


wounded at the battle of Leesburg. 

The early life of Mr. Cordell was passed on 
his father’s farm in Virginia, and his education 
acquired at the early subscription schools. 
When fourteen years of age his boyhood days 
were filled with sorrow on account of the death 
of his mother, and he was early thrown oi hts 
own responsibilities. He prepared himseif for 
future independence by learning the carpenter's 
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trade, and later learned to be a shoemaker. This 
combination of labor furnished a variety ct oc- 
cupation, for during the summer time he built 
houses and during the winter made shoes. In 
1859 he removed to Ashland, Ashland county, 
Ohio, and followed his trades until the cae 
out of the war. 

Few have a war record as prolific of interest 
and adventure as that of Mr. Cordell. Apvyil 17, 
1861, he volunteered in Company b, Sixteenth 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and during the first 
three months of the service participated iu the 
battles of Philippi, Laurel Hill, Rich Mountain 
and Garrick’s Ford, and was mustered out .\u- 
gust 18, 1861. Aiter a short time spent at liome, 
he re-enlisted, September 10, in Battery D, Tirst 
Ohio Light Artillery, for three years, as a pri- 
vate. Later he was promoted to be corporal 
and chief of cassine. January 5, 1864, he again 
enlisted for three years at Strawberry Plats, in 
East Tennessee, and was raised to the rank of 
gunner. He was mustered out at Cleveland, 
Ohio, July 15, 1865. He was with General Nel- 
son in the engagement at Piketown, in eastern 
Kentucky, then returned to Louisville, through 
to Munfordville, Ky., thence to Columbia; ‘Tenn., 
the battle of Shiloh, siege of Corinth, Iuka, and 
in Nashville, Murfreesboro, Munfordvitle, at 
which latter place General Wilder surrendered 
after a four days’ engagement. They had only 
five thousand and fifty men against Bragg’s 
sixty-five thousand soldiers. After being pa- 
roled and exchanged, he returned to Louisviile, 
and was in the battle of Knoxville, Augiist 3, 
1863. They then marched sixty-five miles to 
Cumberland Gap and captured it with all its 
equipments, and returned to Knoxville. Then 
followed the battle of Marysville, after whicn 
they returned to Knoxville. The siege lasted 
for twenty-one days, after which he took part 
in Longstreet’s charge, repulsed the rebels, and 
followed them up the valley. Then followed the 


battles of Bean’s Station, Lenore Station, and 
the conflict on Strawberry Plains, when they 
were relieved by Sherman’s men. He then 


marched one hundred and fifty miles to L eXinge- 
ton, Ky., and returned home for a thirty day's’ 
furlough. Upon returning to Knoxville, he 
marched with his regiment to Buzzard’s Roost, 
Ga., and helped to take Dalton. The battle of 
Resaca tollowed, and the battles of Cartersville, 
Lost Mountain, Burnt Hickory, Zera’s Church, 
Blaine’s Cross Roads, Little Kenesaw Moun- 
tain, Lovejoy Station, Chattahoochee River, bat- 
tle of Decatur, and the siege of Atlaata, which 
lasted from July 20 to the 22nd, and in wich 
MePherson was killed. 

During all of these engagements the artillery 
of which Mr. Cordell was a member did most 
effectual work. <Aiter the battle of Jonesboro, 
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they returned to Decatur, in pursuit of Hood, 
who ran around them, and they followed to Al- 
toona Pass, and Rome, Ga., capturing two pieces 
of artillery, and taking the train at Dalton for 
Nashville, and then to Pulaski, Tenn., where he 
remained yp! they found [food was coming 


in on the Savannah Pike. The line was headed 
off at Columbia. Tenn., anda three days’ fight 
ensued. At the battle of Franklin, Hood’s army 


was demoralized, thirty-two stands of colors were 
captured, and twelve generals and line officers 
were killed. After the battle of Nashville, which 
lasted for two days, Hood was entirely used up, 
and followed the remnant back to Tennessee. 
Mr. Cordell then assisted in the capture of [ort 
Anderson, and took ninety-one guns unspiked, 
and at ‘the battle of Town Creek, N.'C., captured 
three hundred and seventy-five prisoners and 
two pieces of artillery. They helped to take 
Wilmington, N. C., and repulsed the enemy 
at Goldsboro, and at Raleigh witnessed the sur- 
render of Johnston. They then marched to 
Greensboro, and assumed charge of all the guns 
and ammunition. Mr. Cordell was twice 
wounded. Once, when on the way to Fort 
Fisher to visit his family in Loudoun county, 
he was captured by General Mosby’s mea, but 
succeeded in making his escape at sundown, 
and before 10.40 that night had walked twenty- 
eight miles to the home of his sister. 

After the war, Mr. Cordell went back to Ash- 
land, and for a time was foreman for William 
Walston, a shoe dealer, and continued in the 
occupation until 1868, when he located at Pleas- 
ant Hill, Mo., and went into the shoe business 
for himself, in which he was interested for eight- 
een years. At the same time he had stores at 
Sutler and Tlarrisonville, Mlo., and was also 
traveling salesman for Appleton, Noyes & Co. 
~ In 1888 he traded out his business for lands and 
real estate in ‘Cass county, Mo., and Sumner 
county, Kans. April 22, 1880, he came to Okla- 
homa and settled on a claim three miles south 
of Oklahoma City. After proving up at the end 
of two years, he clerked in Oklahoma City for 
a time, and then retired to Missouri to look 
after his interests there. In September of 1893 
he came to Perry, which has since been his abid- 
ing place. His residence was constructed in 
T&98, and he is also the possessor of a house in 
_ Wellington, Kans. 

The’, first “wife :"or Nir. Cordell! was) Jane 
Thomas, a native of Ashland, where she died. 
Of this union there were two children, William, 
a business man of Ashland, and Mrs. Mary € 
Moore, also of Ashland. By his union with 
Frances Stoneburner, Mr. Cordell had one child, 


now living, John ['., of Wansas ( atv. Vhe third 
Mrs. Cordell was formerly Rozella Boles, a na- 
tive of Missouri, and a daughter of T. J. Boles, 


a veteran of the Civil war. Three children are 
the result of this union, Orville McKinley, Ir- 
nest Dewey and Teddy. Mr. Cordell has taken 
an important part in the undertakings of the 
Republican party, and has a firm conviction as 
to the justice of its principles and issues. He 
has been a delegate to various county and terri- 
torial conventions, and has served on the school 
board with credit to himself and to the com- 
munity. As a member of the building cominit- 
tee, and chairman of the same, he was instru- 
mental in securing the erection of better 
buildings... He was made a Mason in Perry, and 
belongs to Chapter No. 1; Ry Ap MM. and» Com- 
Inandery No. 5, K. T. He is also associated with 
the Grand Army of the Republic at Perry, being 


officer of the day, and is past commander iu 
Missouri. In religious affiliation he is a Lu- 
theran, and contributes generously toward the 


* 


support of the church. 


T ees ARIAH HAGIN. The ancestry of the 
Hagin family is Irish, and the first member 

in America was Greenbury Hagin, the 
father of Zachariah, who, upon coming to the 
United States during the latter part of the last 
century, settled in Nentucky. He was an indus- 
trious and worthy citizen, and an enterprising 
farmer, and fought with courage in the war of 
1812. He was with Jackson at the battle of New 
Orleans, and had quite an interesting war record. 
His wife, formerly Etta George, was a helpmate 
to her husband and a dev oted mother. \When 
her son Zachariah was nine years of age, the 
family removed to a farm in Washington county, 
Towa, and from there to Hardin county, same 
state, where they remained until 1856. The 
father died in North Dakota in 1887, at the age 
of over one hundred years. 

Zachariah Hagin was born in Kentucky in 
1835, an‘ spent his boyhood days on his father’s 
farm. He had fair educational advantages at 
the pubiic schools, and early evinced a deter- 
mination to shift for himself. In 1856 he went 
to Minnesota, and from there, in 1858, to Ne- 
braska, where he farmed until the breaking out 
of the war. He served his country as a member 
ot Company A, First Dakota Cavalry, and scrved 
for three years, three months, and one day, or 


from Iebruary 8, 1862, until May 9, 1865. The 
greater part of his service was spent in doing 


frontier duty with the Indians. After being iius- 
tered out in Vermilion, S. D., he continued to 
remain in the state until 1870, after which he 
removed to Cloud county, Nans., and purchased 
a farm, which he eventuc ly sold, after takine uw) 
his residence in Oklahoma. 

While living in Dakota, Mr. Hagin was mar- 
ricd, in 1865, Eliza J. Oliver, a daughter of 
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‘Lewis and Catherine Oliver, farmers of Dakota. 
Of this union there have been six children, of 
whom the sons are, like their father, prosperous 
farmers and men of good standing in the com- 
munity. Lewis is living just south of his father, 
on a well-improved claim, which he secured at 
the opening in 1889. William has a home west 
of his father, also on a well- improved claim. 
Frank married Iva Hatcher and farms a tract 
west of the homestead. Rosie married Woodson 
Davis, a farmer of Payne county. Clara and 
Sadie’ are living at home. 

The claim of Mr. Hagin is located 6n section 
8, township 18, range 1 east, Payne county, and 
is fitted with many modern devices for comfort 
and convenience. There is a fine house of one 
and a half stories, containing seven rooms, and 
the land is resourceful and well fenced. In reli- 
gious circles Mr. and’ Mrs. Hagin are promi- 
nent and are associated with the undertaktigs of 
the Baptist Church. The meetings of the c hureh 
are held in the schoolhouse, which is located on 
Mr. Hagin’s farm. Mr. Hagin is a member of 
the Grand Army of the Republi ic at Mulhail. He 
is respected for his many excellent qualities of 
heart, and for the generosity which impels him 
to such active interest in the all-around develop- 
ment and well-being of the locality. 


banker and reliable and enterprising citizen, 

Mr. Denton has made a perceptible impres- 
sion upon the growth of his adopted town of 
Blackwell. A native of Bath county, Ky., he 
was born in 1841, and is a son of Wilham and 
Catherine (Barber) Denton, who were born in 
Kentucky. (dre father! died) any, Bik,county, 
Kans., in February of 1886, and the mother died 
in Kentucky. 

The early life of Mr. Denton was of an un- 
eventful nature, and his duties on his father’s 
farm were interspersed, as opportunity offered, 
with attendance at the district school. His twen- 
tieth year was the opening of the real responsi- 
bility of his life, when he enlisted in the Union 
army at Olypion Springs, serving his country 
for sixty days. At the end of that time he re- 
enlisted in Company D, and served untii the 
close of the war, participating in the battle of 
Shiloh, the siege of Corinth and Frankfort, and 
considerable guerrilla warfare. He was dis- 
charged in Tebruary of 1865. 

After the war, Mr. Denton returned to his 
former home in Kentucky, but soon removed 
to Christian county, [L, where he lived on a 
farm and engaged in agricultural pursuits for 
six and one-half years. In 1871 he removed 
to Telk cottnty, Nans., where be continued his 
murming interests, and attained to considerable 


A icetec Fi DENTON, ‘Inv hiswcapacity ‘of 
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prominence in the community. Te was a stock- 
raiser and a large Jand-owner. At the present 
time he owns one thousand and seven hundred 
acres of land in Elk county, a portion ot waite, 
he rents. While living in Kansas he was a (:- 
rector of the First National Bank of Elowari. 

Since coming to Oklahoma, Mr. Denton Jia- 
spent his entire time in Blackwell, and has frou, 
the first been interested in the Bank of iack- 
well, of which he was made president September 
14, 1900. The capital stock of the bank is 
$20,000, with an average deposit of $60,0c0. Fic 
devotes his entire time to the affairs of the bank, 
and he is regarded as in every way fitted for the 
responsible position. 

Mrs. Denton was formerly Elizabeth 
and her marriage ‘to ‘Mr. Denton occurred 
March 27, 1865. She is a daughter of H. and 
Jane Baird, who were born in Kentucky. Of 
this union there have been two children, George 
W. and William H. At the time of the opening 
of the territory the sons of Mr. Denton made 
the run. from the state line and secured two 
good farms south of Blackwell. 

In line with his general interest in the up- 
building of the city, Mr. Denton has erected 
a handsome residence which is a credit to the 
locality in which it is situated. In politics he is 
a Republican, and has great faith in the issues 
and undertakings of his party. He has never 
been an office-seeker, being content to leave to 
others the manipulation of the political machin- 
ery. In the Methodist Episcopal Church he is 
an active worker and generous contributor, and 
is noticeably prominent in local religious mat- 
ters. He is regarded as a man of unswerving 
integrity, and disinterestedly ambitious for the 
general advancement of the city. 


Baird, 


HOMAS A. VAUGHN, who for some time 
was a well-known business man and agri- 
culturist of Kingfisher county, 1s now a 
member. of the Kerfoot, Miller & Waughn 
Wholesale Dry Goods Company, of Oklahoma 


Citv. He was born in Andrew county, Mo., 
in 1854. His father, Thomas Vaughn, a na- 
tive of Kentucky, went to Missouri in 1818, 


and settled in Clay county. 
of his active life in ‘Clay and Andrew counties 
(where he was largely engaged in farming and 
stock-raising), except during the war, when he 
lived in Nebraska and Towa. In 1892 he died. 
at the age of eighty-four vears, in Colorado. 
whither he had gone to live with ‘his son. He 
married Hannah Brown, who became the moth- 
er of the following named children: George, a 
merchant at Wray, Colo.; Enos, a lumber dealer 
nMWiraysiColo.: fhomas AY Saralt, the wife'ol 
J. T, Pennington of Durango, Colo.; Eliza, the 
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wife of Thomas Lloyd, of Wray, Colo.; and 
Mattie J., the wife of Samuel Harger, a merchant 
of Wray, Colo. 

The ‘early days of Thomas A. Vaughn were 
spent in Missouri, and he was educated in the 
Stewartsville (Mo.) Seminary, after which he 
taught school in DeKalb, Andrew, Gentry and 
Nodaway counties for seven years. -\ mercan- 
tile venture was next undertaken in Maryville, 
Mo., for seven years, a specialty being mi ide of 
groceries. In 1886 he went to Wansas, and 
opened a general store at Fargo Springs, which 
he conducted for two years, subsequently con- 
tinuing in the same line at Liberal, Kans., for 
one year. 

In 1889 Mr. Vaughn made the run on the 
famous day of April 22, riding a horse named 
Prince, which is still in the possession of the 
family. He was fortunate in securing the claim 
upon which he has since resided, and filed his 
claim April 25, of the same month. The first 
improvement was a log house, after the erection 
of which he returned to Kansas, and brought 
his family and household goods in pists, 
188>o. The further improvement of the place was 
at once begun, and one hundred and thirty acres 
put under the plow. In 1894 he erected a com- 
modious and comfortable house, which by many 
is considered the finest farmhouse in the terri- 
tory. It is 18x40 and 24x30 feet in dimensions. 

In the fall of 1889 Mr. Vaughn, moved his 
store from Liberal, Kans., to the town cf King- 
fisher, and opened up with a complete line of 
general merchandise, which enterprise he con- 
ducted until 1898. - At the same time he lived on 
the farm, and superintended its management. 
He made a specialty of cattle, and usually had 
as high as four hundred head, among them many 
Herefords and some registered stock. (Mr. 
Vaughn also leased one and one-half sections of 
land for farming and grazing, and of this three 
hundred and fifty acres were devoted to wheat 
and one hundred acres to forage and corn. Alto- 
gether about five hundred acres were devoted to 
farming, the balance to grazing. On _ the 
place is a good orchard, which contains one 
thousand fruit-bearing trees of all kinds, one 
thousand grape vines, and other small fruits in 
proportion. The buildings are of the modern 
and up-to-date kind. 

The firm of which Mr. 
was the first wholesale dry-goods house estab- 
lished in the territory. They are located on the 
corner of Tirst and Robinson streets, Oklahoma 
City. Through energy and wise judgment, they 
have built up a large trade and at this writing 
have a day and night force engaged in the filling 
of orders. 

In 188 occurred the marriage of Mr. Vaughn 
and Lucy Saunders, who was born in Nodaway 


Vaughn is a member 
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county, Mo., and ts a daughter of William Saun- 
ders, an early settler from Kentucky. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Vaughn have been born three chil- 
dren: Blanche, Lulu, and Byron. Mr. Vaughn 
has been very successful since taking up his 
residence in the territory, and is ac counted one 
of the most enterprising citizens of his locality. 


H. WEDEMEYER, president of the Lion 
Mercantile Company , the largest dry-goods 
establishment in Oklahoma, is one of the 

most enterprising and progressive business men 
of Oklahoma City. He was born in, Racine, 


Wis., September 20, 1859, and is a son of Henrv 
F. and Katherine (Pelke) Wedemeyer. His 
father was born in Hamburg, Germany, where 


he learned the trade of a’ glazier, and when a 
young man he came to America. Tor atime he 
engaged in the sugar refining business, but after 
his marriage he settled in Racine, Wis., where he 
became a lumberman. Subsequently he became 
a merchant of that city, in which occupation he 
Been until his retirement. He died when 
seventy years and six months old. His wife, 
Kateri Pelke, was born in Osnabrueck. Ger- 
many, and died in Racine, Wis. They had iour 
daughters and one son who grew to maturity 
and are now living. 

J. H. Wedemeyer was rearéd in Racine, Wis. 
and received a good practical business and high- 
school education, graduating from the Racine 
high school. From a boy of seven he clerked 
at intervals in his father’s store and at the age 
of eighteen years entered upon his business 
career, clerking in various stores until 1884. He 
then went to Bloomer, Chippewa county, Wis.. 
and started a general merchandise store in the 
lumber regions. In August, 1885, he was ap- 
pointed postmaster at Bloomer, and served in 
that capacity until the inauguration of Harrison 
as president, March 4, 1889, when he resigned. 
Coming to Oklahoma, May 15. 1880, he settled 
in Oklahoma City. His brother-in-law, Mr. 
I-lterman, had located there at the opening and 
selected a lot, upon which he built a store. Our 
subject formed a partnership with him, and hav- 
ing arrived with his stock, they carried on a gen- 
eral merchandise store under the firm name ot 
J. H. Wedemeyer & Co. Mr. Clay subsequently 
became a and the firm 


partner, name was 
changed to Wedemever, Clay & Co. 
In 1890 the Will, Wedemeyer & Clay Mer- 


cantile Company was incorporated, with Henry 
Will as president, Samuel Clay vice-president, 
and Mr. Wedemever secretary and treasurer. 
Tn November, 1800, the store was moved toa its 
present location on the corner of Main and Roh 
inson streets. In the fall of 1889 a branch 
was opened in El Reno. 


tore 


Vhe firm there estab- 
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lished a large business, receiving contracts for 
supplying provisions to railroad contractors. 
They continued the branch store until 1892, when 
they sold out and established a store at Tecum- 
seh, Pottawatomie county, when it was first 
opened. They bought lots, hauled the lumber 
there and built a good store building. In 1&6 
this branch store was sold to Mr. Clay, who re- 
tired from the old firm. Afterward, under the 
title of the Will & Wedemeyer Mercantile Com- 
pany, the business was conducted until April, 
18098, when Mr. Will sold his interest to L. Fries 
and C. M. Kespohl. The firm has since been 
the Lion Mercantile Company, the officers 
being: Mr. Wedemeyer, president, treasurer and 
manager; L. I’ries, vice-president; and C. M. 
Kespohl, secretary. Our subject now owns a 
half-interest in the establishment. The store 
consists of two floors, 50x14o feet, and is well- 
stocked with dry goods, clothing, carpets, ete. 
The company carries a line of goods which can- 
not but please the most exacting customer, and 
their efforts to gratify the slightest wish of a 
patron have brought their store into universal 
favor among the citizens of the community. 

At Hartford; Wis., Mr. Wedemeyer was 
united in marriage with Flora kK. Wagner, who 
was born there and is a daughter of Peter Wag- 
ner, whose business was that of an architect and 
builder. They are parents of two children: 
Henry F., a student at Robins’ Commercial Col- 
lege at Wichita, Kans.; and Matie M., who is 
a student in St. Catherine’s Academv, Racine, 
Wis. Mr. Wedemeyer is a charter member of 
the Commercial Club, and is a Democrat in pol- 
1tics. 


ON. O. A. MITSCHER, senior member 
of the well-known mercantile firm of Mit- 
scher Brothers,has probably done as much 

toward the development of Oklahoma City as 
any other man. He has been closely identified 
with many of the public enterprises, and his 
two years’ administration as mayor of the city 
Was in many respects an ideal one. 

Mr. Mitscher was born in Hillsboro, Vernon 
county, Wis., June 7, 1861, and is a son of An- 
drew and Constantine (Mohn) Mitscher. His 
father was born in Germany, and was a trexler 
or wood-turner by trade. As a young man he 
came to New York City and made modeis for 
the Iricsson and Monitor. Later he moved to 
Wisconsin, settling at Hillsboro, where he en- 
gaged in the fur business until he retired, since 
which time he has made his residence im Chi- 
cago. In politics he is a stanch Democrat. Te 
married Constantine Mohn, who was born in 
Wurtemberg, Germany, and died in Wisconsin. 
They reared four children; Mrs. Dr. Mofitat, of 
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Chicago; Henry a grate manufacturer of Stock- 
ton, Cal.; O. A.; and Arthur, who is a partner to 
our subject. 

Reared in Hillsboro, O. A. Mitscher was a 
member of the first graduating class of the high 
school of that place, receiving his diploma in 
1879. He began clerking in the general mer- 
chandise store of T. J. Shear, and, giving evi- 
dence of unusual business ability, he was taken 
into the firm, the title becoming Shear and 
Mitscher, in 1882. He continued in that busi- 
ness and also served as city clerk for several 
years. In September, 1889, he came to Okla- 
homa City, and opened a dry-gocds and general 
merchandise store, which enjoyed a libeial pat- 
ronage from the very beginning. The firm name 
was Mitscher & Co. until 1897, and in June, 
1899, it became Mitscher Brothers, a younger 
brother, Arthur, becoming a partner in the 
business. At 10g East Main street the firm 
carry a comprehensive stock of dry goods, car- 
pets, etc., in fact, everything in that line for 


which there is a demand, catering to a high 
class of trade, and being patronized by the lead- 


ing citizens of the community. 

In 1891 Mr. Mitscher was nominated for 
mayor on the Republican ticket, and was elected 
by a majority of eighty-one, overcoming a pre- 
vious Democratic majority of two hundred and 
fifty votes. He served for a term of two years, 
during which time many and great improve- 
ments were effected, the streets were put in ex- 
cellent shape, electric light and gas plants built 
and sanitary sewer put in. He was untiring in 
his efforts to advance the interests of the city, 
and all that he did met with hearty approval oi 
the citizens, regardless of political arhliation. 
In 1896 he was a delegate to the national Re- 
publican convention at St. Louis, and was one 
of the six delegates from the territory who were 
original McKinley supporters, and pledged to 
vote for him. » He served on the credentials 
cominittee. He has served on the county and 
city committees, and was secretary of the com- 
mittee for organizing Republican forces ia Okla- 
homa. Tor some years he was president of the 
first commercial club, and is now a member of 
the Oklahoma City Club. In 1897 he went to 
Cook’s Inlet District and remained there for 
ten months, and still retains some mining in- 
terests in that locality. 

In Wisconsin Mr. Mitscher was united in mar- 
riage with Myrta Shear, who was born there, 
and is a daughter of his former partner, T. J. 
Shear. The latter was born in New York, but 
came west to Wisconsin, serving in the lorty- 
seventh Wisconsin Infantry during the Civil 
war. Three children bless this union: Zoe A., 
Mark and Tom. Mr. Mitscher was one of the 
promoters and incorporators of the St. Louis & 
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E. R. FORD, 
Cleveland County. 
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Oklahoma City Railroad, and served as a di- 
rector until he resigned. He joined the order 
of Odd Fellows at Hillsboro, Wis., becoming a 
meniber of Lodge No. 253, and is now noble 
erand of Oklahoma Lodge No. 2; also past offi- 
cer of the Encampment. Religiously he is a 
Unitarian. He stands as a leader in the social 
circles of the city, and is exceedingly pepular. 

April 30, 1g00, Mr. Mitscher was commis- 
sioned by President McKinley as agent for the 
Indians of the Osage agency in Oklahoma, and 
now has his headquarters at Pawhuska. 


R. FORD. An imposing monument, 

which, at best, soon crumbles away, is 

the least enduring memorial of a gvod 
man, for in the hearts of his family and friends, 
his neighbors and associates, and in records pre- 
served for future generations, are enshrined 
memories more sweet and lasting. E. R. Ford, 
who was called to his reward October 22, 1899, 
‘was a highly esteemed citizen of Cleveland 
county. By his intrinsic worth and natural abil- 
ity he rose to a position of respect and compara- 
tive affluence, and, literally, was a self-made and 
self-educated man. From the history of this 
honorable, unostentatious citizen many valuable 
lessons may be gleaned. His children have rea- 
son to be proud of him, for he left an untarnished 
name anda record on which rests no stain. 

Born in the eastern part of Tennessee, Febru- 
ary 6, 1855, Mr. Ford was in the prime of man- 
hood when he was called upon to lay aside 
his earthly cares. Until he was about eigliteen 
years of age he lived in his native state, in the 
meantime receiving a fair education. ‘Then, 
going to Fannin county, Tex., he assiduously de- 
voted his time and attention to agricuiturai pur- 
suits there for nineteen years. In December, 
1892, he came to Ok lahoma, and within three 
years became the owner of a good homestead 
situated ten miles from Lexington, Cleveland 
county. In 1899 the family removed to the 
southwest quarter of section 28, township 9, 
range 3. This property, which is a very desirable 
place, was bought at a cost of $4,000, and has 
been further vet Thus a portion ot what 
has been accomplished by Mr. Ford, a few years 
ago a poor man, may be seen, and the more 
credit is his due owing to the fact that his health 
was poor for several vears prior to his death. 
In his political creed Mr. Ford was a Demo- 
crat until his last years, when he espoused the 
doctrines promulgated by the Populists. Te 
was a Mason, belonging to the blue lodge. He 
was in no sense an office-seeker, nor did he care 
for publicity in any walk of life. In the quiet 
round of his duties he found his chief pleasure, 
45 
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and the domestic circle compensated him for all 
of the hardships of his career. 

In his joys and sorrows, Mr. Ford had a true 
helpmate in his wife, with whom he became ac- 
quainted in Fannin county, Tex. Miss Mattie 
Rhodes, for such was her name, is a daughter 
of Isham and Cynthia (Palmer) Rhodes. Born 
in Arkansas, she went with the family to Texas 
when young, and there grew to womanhood. - 
With marked ability she is carrying on the home- 
stead, and is carefully executing the many plans 
which Mr, Ford had formulated for the i improve- 
ment of the place. Their four young children 
are being reared to manhood by the mother, 
who strives to guide them toward the goal of 
success and noble purpose, and soon they will 
be her mainstay, as to-day she is theirs. Her 
eldest son, Roy, was born December 23, 1888; 
Bertie was born October 8, 1890. Hiley and 
Page were born in Cleveland county, the former 
April 23, 1893, and the latter May 13, 1895. Roy 
and Bertie are natives of Fannin county, Tex. 


RS: CORA. GRISSELL. Nine years ago 
Mrs. Grissell became a resident of Guthrie, 
and since then has been quite a power in 

the upbuilding and progress of this now flour- 
ishing city. .She is a lady of superior education 
and ‘attainments, and ever exercises her un- 
doubted influence in Ways accruing to the well- 
being of her brother-men. Her popularity may 
be judged by the fact that she has often been 
called to responsible positions, and at present 
is serving as president of the Trinity Club and 
of the Glee Club (a ladies’ musical organization) 
and is the treasurer of the Episcopal Church 
Guild. No one has been more active than she 
in the work of that religious body here, and 
largely to her efforts are due many of the privi- 
leges now enjoyed by the congregation, among 
others the fine music given by the surpliced 
choir. She also belongs to the Acorn Club and 
to the City I’ederation, and loyally supports. pub- 
lic improvements and local reforms. 

Born in Haskins, Wood rohenre Ohio, Mrs. 
Grissell is the youngest child of Jonathan and 
Amanda (Thornton) Ames, both of Enelish de- 
scent. The Ames family settled in New England 
soon after the landing of the passengers of the 
Mayflower, and for several generations the de- 
Beene! resided in Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut. Mrs. Grissell’s great-grandfather Ames 
participated in the war of the Revolution, and 
her grandfather, Martin Ames, was born and 
reared in Connecticut, where he carried on a 
farm until his removal to Sandusky county, 
Ohio, in its pioneer days. Flis wife, Fliza, was 
born near New London, Conn., and her father, 
Joel Loomis, a soldier of the Revolution, was 
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of English descent. One of his brothers, Hub- 
bell Loomis, founded Shurtliff College, at Alton, 
Ill, and one of his sons, Elias Loomis, a cele- 
brated mathematician, published an algebra and 
arithmetic. 

Jonathan Ames was born in New London, 
Conn., March 30, 1827, and the same year was 
taken by his parents to a new home which they 
~ had decided upon, in the wilds of Michigan, 
not far from Pontiac. After living there for 
eight years, they located on a farm near the 
present town of Clyde, Sandusky county, Ohio, 
and in later life Jonathan Ames was engaged in 
mercantile enterprises in that place for many 
years. ‘When the Republican party was about 
to be organized, in 1856, he attended the noted 
meeting at Columbus, Ohio, in the character of 
a delegate from his region. Subsequently he was 
engaged in farming upon a large scale in Has- 
kins, Wood county, same state, and, indeed, 
owned the land and laid out the town mentioned. 
After the railroad was constructed through that 
section, he devoted his attention more exclu- 
sively to dealing in grain, oe continuing 
his pursuit as a merchant. In 1873 he removed 
to Worthington, Noble county, Minn., where he 
conducted agricultural operations upon an ex- 
tensive scale, and made a specialty of raising fine 
merino sheep, averaging from three to four thou- 
sand head annually. In 1880 he went to Car- 
thage, Mo., where he laid out an addition to the 
city. For some years he owned and carried on 
a fruit farm in that vicinity, and now divides 
his time, living in Carthage and with his daugh- 
ter, our subject, a as he. too, has property interests 
in Guthrie. His wife, Amanda, was born in 
Delaware county, N. Y., and her father, Ezra 
Thornton, was a native of Connecticut. “From 
New nous state he went to Sandusky county, 
Ohio, where he managed a farm. His grand- 
father Thornton died as he was returning from 
service in the war of 1812, and his fatter died 
when making a visit in Pennsylvania. The 
mother bore the maiden name of Charity Runyan 
and her father was a soldier in the war of the 
Revolution, 

Mrs. Grisscll’s only sister, Ivadelle, is the wife 
of L. E. Kimball, of Guthrie, and her onlv 
brother, George, is deceased. Much of her edu- 
cation was acquired in Toledo, Ohio, and for 
some time she pursued her studies in Carleton 
College, at Northfield, Minn., making a specialty 
of music. In Carthage, Mo., she was united in 
marriage with A. I. Grissell, in 881. Tiwo'sons 
and two daughters blessed their union, namely: 
Edith, Philip, Fay and Cecil. 

Born in Tpswich, Eneland, Mr. Grissell was 
the son of Thomas D. Grissell, who was the pro- 
prietor of large estates in the vicinity of the town 
mentioned, Mr, Grissell’s father was a promi- 
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nent member of the house of parliament at one 
time, and his life came to a close at his residence 
in Surrey, England. <A. FE. Grissell left his native 
land upon reaching his oc and became 
wealthy and influential in the United States. Fle 
owned a large ranch near Worthington, Minn., 

dealt extensively in live stock, and carried on a 
mercantile establishment in the town, which he 
materially assisted to develop, as he built busi- 
ness blocks there. Later he was engaged in busi- 
ness in Montana, in San eee Texas iand a 
Laredo, Tex., in the last-named v ace being pay- 
master of the corps engaged in the construction 
of the Mexican N ational Railway. Afterwards 
he was employed as the agent of the Adams Ex- 
press Company, at Carthage, Mo., thence went 


to St! Louis,” and “thence ‘to: Springfield, Ill 
where he was route agent. In 1891 he came to 
Guthrie, and, investing in real estate here, en- 


gaged in the buying and selling of property, as 
a member of the firm of Humphrey & Grissell. 
Seeing the advantageous features of the north- 
eastern part of the city, Mr. Grissell and wife 
bought a block of land there, laid it out, and 
were influential in the upbuilding of what is now 
considered the most desirable residence part of 
the place. December 6, 1893, Mr. Grissell, who 
was a valued member of the Masonic fraternity 
and of the Episcopal Church, was summoned to 
the silent land. 

In 1894 Mrs. Grissell built a handsome mod- 
ern residence in the attractive portion of Guth- 
rie above alluded to. and here she is living 
quietly, surrounded with the attributes of culture 
and good taste. She is administering her large 
business affairs in a creditable manner, and 
among her possessions here perhaps the most 
important is the Williamson, Halsell & Frazier 
Company’s block, which she has had enlarged 
and improved, until now it is the largest building 
of the kind in the city. ; 


AUREN HAYNES BUXTON) Mi. ter- 

e ritorial superintendent of public health, is an 

influential citizen of Oklahoma City, where 

he is engaged in practice as a specialist of dis- 
eases of the eve, ear, nose and throat. 

Dr. Buxton was born in Londonderry, Vt. 
July 15. 1850, and comes of promirent New 
Eneland ancestry... The familv is of Itneli 
extraction and was established in this country 
as early as 1642, being located first in Massacht 


setts and later in Ride Tsland. The ereat- 
great-grandfather of our subject, Capt. Jaines 
Buxton, of Rhode Island, served as captain of ° 
Worcester. Mass., company, “Lee's: Legion” 
ao the Revolutionary war, Deing of Quake: 
stock, his wife and mother stronely objected t) 


his going to war and he went to Massachuset! 
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where he enlisted and served with honor. After- 
ward he returned to Smithfield, R. I., where he 
remained until his death, being an extensive 
farmer of that section. 

Jonathan Buxton, the great-grandfather of 
our subject, was born in Smithfield, R. I., but 
moved to Londonderry, Vt. He was the father 
-of Nathan Buxton. the next in line of descent, 
who was born in Rhode Island and was but two 
years of age when taken to Vermont by his par- 
ents. There he became a tanner and conducted 
a harness shop, owning large hemlock forests, 
and being a very prominent man. He attained 
the age of ninety-nine years. Stephen A. Bux- 
ton, the father of our subject was born in Ver- 
mont.” His three’ brothers went’ to. the’ front 
during the Civil war. Charles was major oi the 
Third Vermont Infantry and was killed at the 
battle of Winchester on the morning of Sheri- 
dan’s famous ride. Albert, captain of the First 
Vermont Sharpshcoters, was shot in the battle of 
the Wilderness, and Horace, a corporal of the 
Third Vermont, was wounded near Washington, 
and died in the Washington hospital. Early in 
life Stephen A. Buxton gained a knowledge of 

the leather business and followed it until middle 
life, after which he engaged in farming until he 
retired. In 1801 he settled in Guthrie, Okla., 
and died in 1896, aged sixty-nine years, at the 
home of our-subject. He married Laura Haynes? 
who was born in Westford, Vt.,and was a daugh- 
ter of Dr. Thomas Haynes. For generations 
back the Haynes family have shown a aes 
for the medical profession. Her grandfather, Dr. 
Samuel Haynes, was born at Gr rand Island, and 
practiced there all his life. Dr. Thomas Haynes 
was born in Westford, Vt., and was graduated 
from the Castleton (Vt.) Medical College. He 
practiced at Westford, Vt., and was there united 
in marriage with Mary Woods, a member of a 
distinguished family. Her brother was the 
famous Colonel Woods , a graduate of West 
Point, who toak Fort Niagara i in the war of 1812, 
and was killed while leading the charge. <A 
“monument was erected to his memory at West 
Point. Mrs. Buxton was reared in Platisburg, N. 
Y., and was living at the home of our subject 
at the time of her death in 1899. She had two 
children who grew to maturity and are now liv- 
ing: L. Haynes; and Albert, formerly president 
of Add-Ran University at Waco, Tex., and 
graduate of Brown and Harvard Universities. 

L. Haynes Buxton, M. D., received his pri- 
mary education in the public schools and then 
attended Leland and Gray Seminary, a prepara- 
tory college. After taking up the study of 
medicine, he “spent one year in the University of 
the City of New York, then entered the Univer- 
sity of Vermont at Burlineton, from which he 
was graduated with the degree of M. D., in 1884. 
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Immediately thereafter he practiced one year in 
Plymouth, Vt., then moved to Jowa. While 
engaging in his profession at Fulton, Jackson 
county, Iowa, he served as physician to the Jack- 
Asylum. In 1887 he located at 
Woodbine, Harrison county, Towa, where he 
commanded a large practice and served as county 
phvsician until the fall of 1891. 

Opening an office in Guthrie, Okla., at that 
time, for some vears he conducted a general 
practice, but in January, 1898, he became a spe- 
cialist in the treatment of diseases of the eve, 
ear, nose and throat. For this work his previous 
studies had thoroughly prepared him. In his 
early days he studied under his uncle; Dr. Sam- 
uel Haynes, a prominent oculist of Saranac, N. 
Y., and in 1897 he took a post-graduate course 
in that branch at Chicago, Ill. In March, 1899, 
he came to Oklahoma City, where he has since 
given his attention to professional duties. In 
August, 1897, he was appointed by the governor 
as superintendent of public health of the terri- 
tory, and was re-appointed in 1899. He was a 
member of the city council of Guthrie, and chair- 
man of the finance committee for one term. For 
five years he served as county physician of Logan 
county and for one term was a member of the 
school board. He served two terms as secretary 
of the Oklahoma Territovial Medical society, 
and is a member of the American Public Healt! 
Association and the American Medical ron 
tion. 

At Plattsburg, N. Y., Dr. Buxton was united 
in marriage with Miss Ella G. Hoey, a daughter 
of William Hoey, a farmer by occupation. She 
was born at Redford, and was graduated from 
the Plattsburg high school. They are parenis 
of six children: Clarence, who is a member cf’ 
the class of 1903 in William Jewell College: 
Grant, Gertrude, Elaine, Thomas and Louise. 
Formerly Dr. Buxton was a member of numer- 
ous secret orders, but now belongs only to Guth- 
rie Lodge No. 2, A..F. & Av M.,:having joined 
that order while in Vermont. In religion he is 
a member of the Tirst Baptist Church, has been 
Sunday-school superintendent for many years, 
and served for one term as president of the Ter- 
ritorial Sunday-school Union. He is a Repub- 
lican in politics, and a member of the 
Commercial Club. 


UDGE) FRANTY P: CEASE. «It is a, matter 
of pride in the United States that a large 
proportion of her best citizens and men 
prominent in all of the different walks of life 
have risen to distinction through their own cf- 
forts, unaided by wealth, influential family or 
circumstances over which they have no coutrol. 
Another instance is found in the case of Judge 
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Frank P. Cease, a popular citizen of Lexington, 
for he has risen by his own intrinsic worth and 
hard, earnest labor. 

He is a native of Mason county, Iil., 
most half a century ago, and, as the country 
was new, schools poor and few, and the advyan- 
tages which the present generation enjoy were 
but dreams of the future, he early began the 
struggle for a livelihood. His father, Henry 
Cease, of Pennsylvania, experienced the same 
difficulties, and, aiter living through the hard- 
ships of pioneer years, became wealth ‘y and in- 
fluential. He founded the First National Bank 
of Mason City, Ill., in 1870, and at one time 
owned over two thousand acres of fine land. 
In 1874, owing to a “corner” in the corn market, 
he lost everything, and had to begin his strug- 
gles anew. 

In reviewing the career of Frank P. Cease it 
is certain that he made no mistake when he cast 
in his lot with the people of Oklahoma, for 
thereby he rapidly rose to affluence and rani in 
all circles. In the Centennial year he settled 
upon a farm in Allen county, Kans., where he 
remained until the spring of 1889. Arriving in 
Guthrie on the second train, April 22, he was 
elected to the office of police judge within 
twenty days, and held that position until its 
abolishment by the constitutional convention, in 
the following autumn. Soon afterwards he came 
to Cleveland county, and at Noble established 
the “Courier,” one of the first qouevaets pub- 
lished in this future great state. In the spring 
of 1890 he went to Norman, county seat of 
Cleveland county, and within a few months was 
honored by election to the office of judge of the 
probate court, in which capacity he served 
‘acceptably for two years. In the meantime he 
devoted his Icisure to the study of law, and in 
September, 1892, was admitted to the bar at Nor- 
man, 

In the autumn of 1895 Judge Cease com- 
menced the practice of law in Lexington, and, 
though for some time he gave some attention 
to the real-estate business and to other local en- 
terprises, he now finds his time fully occupied 
in regular professional work. He is meeting with 
well-merited success, and stands high in his 
profession. He has been ‘very active in the in- 
terests of the Democratic party, attending all 
of the county and territorial conventions, and 
making speeches throughout this portion of 
Oklahoma during seasons just before elections. 
In July, 1900, he was a delegate to the national 
Democratic convention at Kansas City, where 
he strongly advocated the nomination of W. J. 
3ryan for the presidency. Jn short, he is gen- 
erally looked upon as one of the leaders in the 
party, and in the autumn of 1900 he was a candi- 
date for the office of probate judge, Fraternally 


born al- 
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he is identified with the Knights of Pythias, and 
while living in Kansas occupied the various of- 
fices in his home lodge. 

As a companion along the journey of life, 
Judge Cease chose Miss “Minnie Re ese,a Native 
of Columbus, Ohio, their marriage takiny place 
it, Kansas, August (4; 1877. They heexme ui 
parents of nine children. Death did not invade 
the happy home circle until January 24, 101, 
when one son, George Howard Cease, 
seven years of age. The children are 
given good educations and training for the se- 
rious duties of life, and the élder sons, encr- 
getic, manly youths, are carrying on the farm 
where the family reside, near the corporation 
limits of Lexington. 


died at 


beiny 


12 had 


OHN HALL is an unusually prosperous 
J agriculturist of Oklahoma, having land in 
two sections of Logan county. His home- 
stead comprises the northwest quarter of section 
19, township 16, range 3 west, Guthrie being his 


postoffice. The additional forty acres are in 
phi pomsslip. on section 23, township 16, 
ange 4 


Mr. “Hall came originally from Ross county, 
Ohio, where he was born August 3, 1850, and is 
a son of Henry and Margaret (Leasure) Hall, 
flso natives of Ross county. John Hall was 
surrounded by the usual influences that are to 
be met with in a well-conducted and prosperous 
agricultural region, working with his father as 


occasion demanded, and “studiously availing 
himself of the advantages of the common 
schools. When twenty-one years of age he de- 


cided to start out in the world for himself. and 
having no funds for the purchase of land, he 
rented some land in Ross county which he 
brought to a high state of cultivation, and upon 
which he lived for thirteen years. 

October 26, 1871, Mr. Hall married Elizabeth 
Harpster of Ross county, where she was born. 
educated, and grew to womanhood. Mrs. Hall 
was an orphan, her father having been drownest 
when she was an infant, and her mother surviv- 
ing him but a short time. In 1889 Mr. Ilalt 
changed his residence from Ross county to 
Phelps county, Neb., purchasing a quarter sec- 
tion of land upon which he lived until com- 
ing to Oklahoma. He here sueceeded in buving 
off a man who wished to dispose of his claim, 
and his first efforts were directed towards erect- 
ing a suitable barn in which they lived unt! 
after the land was prepared and the crops put in. 
The house that was then built is large and com- 
modious, and is a source of pride to the owner 
who constructed it in its entirety with his own 
hands. Tight acres of the claim are devoted to 
a fine orchard, 
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The political. affiliations of Mr. Hall are with 
the Republican party, his first vote having been 
cast for U. S. Grant in 1872. He has served his 
county as school director for several years, and 
as constable for eight years. He was elected 
road-overseer, but declined, owing to pressure 
of business of a more personal nature. He is a 
member of the Anti-Horse Thief Association 
and treasurer thereof, and a member of Guthrie 
iodce Nor.3, 1. O..O.-F. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Hall have been born five 
children, four of whom are living: Maggie, is 
the wife of W. E. Kelley,’ of Montgomery 
county, Kans., and has one child; Harley, 
Renzy, and Tillie a are at home; William died in 

klahoma at the age of fifteen and is buried at 
Penile View cemetery, which is located on his 
father’s claim. 


EORGE P'JOHNSPON, MrD: > The pio- 
neer physician of Lexington, Cleveland 
county, Dr. Johnston deserves the credit 

of being one of the founders of the place, as he 
was the first to suggest the advisability of laying 
out a town here. From that time until the pres- 
ent he has spared neither time nor expense in ad- 
vancing the interests of Lexington, and is held 
in high esteem by the people of this region. 

The doctor is a native of Athens county, Ohio, 
his birth having occurred forty-eight years ago. 
His elementary education was supplemented by 
a course in the medical department of the Uni- 
versity of Iowa, and, after his graduation, he 
engaged in practice at different points in Iowa, 
Minnesota, the Dakotas and Colorado. Hap- 
pening to be in Colorado at the time of the great 
Leadville “boom,” he devoted his attention to 
mining for a short time, and secured some good 
claims. He was prominent in the organization 
of the Silver Plume Mining Company, and acted 
as its manager for a period. Then, crossing the 
plains to California, he practiced his profession 
for about a year, after which he was a citizen of 

San Luis Obispo for two years, and during the 
mining excitement in Arizona, in the early part 
of the ’Sos, he went to Willcox, on the Santa Fe 
Railroad, where he pursued his accustomed call- 
ing, also making investments in good mining 
property. 

In 1882 Dr. Johnston went to Florida and 
passed two winters in that land of the orange 
eroves, himself owning some orchards. When 
\linneapolis was on the top wave of prosperity. 
in 1884-85, he took up his abode there, and at 
the end of two years located in Watertown, 
S. D., where he remained until the fall of 1888, 
when he came to Purcell, I. T., and was ap- 
pointed local surgeon for the Santa Fe. He kept 
an office there until 1891, and built a residence, 
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which, however, was burned at the time that 
the Cliton House was destroyed by fire. On 
that celebrated April 22, 1889, he came into 
Oklahoma, making a perilous trip across the 
Canadian river, which was a raging spring tor- 
rent. He fortunately secured a good claim, 
and soon afterwards the town of Lexington was 
laid out, he having made the suggestion to Judge 
Green and other authorities. Thus it happened 
that his own property adjoins the town site on 
the north, and the first house put up in this lo- 
cality was the one erected by him upon his farm. 
About two years afterward, when the country 
hereabouts was becoming populated, he removed 
his office to Lexington, “and since that time has 
been in great demand throughout this portion of 
the territory. Owing to a growing need of a 
well-equipped drug store, he established one 
here five years ago, and this enterprise he is still 
managing with merited success. His only son, 
Marshall, who is a young man of ability and 
promise, assists in the drug store when he is at 
home. He is a graduate of the University of 
Kansas, and will complete his medical education 
in New York. 

Dr. Johnston is a member of the Territorial 
Pharmaceutical Association. In the fraternities 
he is a Mason, a Knight of Pythias, a member of 
the Woodmen of the World, and is past grand 
in the Odd Fellows order. Politically he is a 
Democrat, and strives to advance his party's in- 
terests in legitimate ways. He was a member ot 
the first board of health of Cleveland county, 
was its vice-president for some time, and is in- 
fluential in everything relating to the prosperity 
of this immediate community. On his home- 
stead. he has made good improvements, and with 
true enterprise makes a point of raising high- 
grade live stock. Substantial farm butidings, a 
thrifty orchard and vineyard and other features 
make the place an ideal country home, and the 
fact that itis so near to the city limits adds much 
to its value. It was not his fault that the railroad 
was not built through this town, as he expended 


means and energy in endeavoring to secure 
that valuable adjunct to prosperity. 
The marriage of Dr. Johnston and Miss 


Lawson, a native of Scotland, was solemnized 


at Lexington in 1897. 


The records of Okla 
homa abundantly prove that success 
eventually rewards the man of industry 

and perseverance, and of the number 1s Omar 

J. Eaton, who within a few years become 

well-to-do. He is a representative of a family 

which has taken an active part for several gener- 
ations in the arduous task of converting the 
wilderness into the abode of civilization, and, in 


MAR J. EATON. 
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his turn, has followed the example of his an- 
cestors. 

His grandfather, Benjamin Eaton, of English 
descent, was a native of Virginia, where his fore- 
fathers had dwelt from early colomial days. 
Going to Kentucky, he spent some years there 
and married Abigail York, a native of the state. 
About 1834 they removed to the then new state 
of Ifinois, and there passed the remainder of 
their exceptionally long lives, Mr. Eaton dying 
at one hundred and six years, and his wife at 
one hundred years. He participated in some 
of the early wars with the Indians, and for a 
long period was a local preacher of the Bap- 
tist denomination. live of their ten children 
are yet living. 

Michael, father of O. J. Eaton, was born in 
Coles county, Ill.,..in 1837 When the Civil 
war came on he enlisted a - Company EyOne 
Hundred and Sixteenth Ilinois Volunteer In- 
fantry, and during the siege of Vicksburg was 
wounded on May 19, 1863. For a iong time 
he was in the hospital at Memphis, and later 
was at Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis, Mo., finally 
being honorably discharged from the service 
on account of disability. In 1868 he went to 
Nebraska, where he dwelt for two years, and 
during the ensuing nine years was numbered 
among the agriculturists ‘of Republic county, 
Kans. For.a like period he then lived in Rus- 
sell county, same state, and was a resident of 
Sumner county, Kans., at the time of Okla- 
homa’s opening. Making the race from Buffalo 
Springs, he secured a claim in section 7, and 
the following spring commenced improving his 
present homestead. He is a justice of the peace 
and is highly respected in his community. In 
1861 he married Martha Shoemaker, and of the 
ten children born to them two have passed away. 

Omar J. Eaton was born in Macon county, 
Ill., in 1866, and was reared upon a farm, 
receiving a liberal education in the pub- 
lic schools of Kansas. Coming to Okla- 
homa with a team, two cows and twenty 
doliars..as. his, .soley).capitaly:elies. became 
the owner of his present farm February 21, 1899, 
purchasing the place of the original ciaimant, 
who had made but little improvement upon the 
land. Erecting a cabin of one room, tlie young 
man was sheltered in that humble fashion for 
three years, and then added other rooms. He 
has placed one hundred acres under tie plow, 
and raises good crops of wheat and oats, and 
each year his large orchard and vineyard yield 
an abundance of fruit. Two wells afford plenty 
of water for the household and Jive stock, and 
other features add to the convenience of this 
model farm. 

On the 5th of September, 
married Paralee Ethell, daughter of 


1889, Mr. Taton 
Orlando 
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Ethell, formerly of Ohio, and now a citizen of 
Logan township, Kingfisher county. For three 
terms Mrs. Eaton taught the school in district 
No. 71, and since that time has been empioyed 
in other localities in the capacity of a teaciier. 
She also has a class in the Sunday-school of the 
Presbyterian Church, and is successful as an in- 
structor of the young. Mr. Eaton, as well as 
his wife, is identified with the church, and is an 
elder and superintendent of the Sunday-sciiool 
at present. Animated by the true Christian spirit 
of helpfulness, they strive to “do good to all as 
they have opportunity,” and have opened their 
hearts and home to a young girl, Lida ‘Carver, 
whom they are educating in Kingfisher College. 
For the past six years Mr. Eaton has been a 
director of the local school board, and has beei 
clerk of the same for some time, as well as clerk 
of Logan township. Politically he favors the 
platform of the Populist party. 


AMES EARLEY, who has been continu- 
ously in the employ of the Frisco Kailroad 
Company for a period of thirty-one years, is 

prominently known in railroad circies, and is 
now serving as division foreman of that road 
at Oklahoma City. 

Mr. Earley was born in Boston, Mass., Feb- 
ruary 22, 1854, and is a son of Capt. James 
Earley. The latter was born in Ireland, where 
his father followed the occupation of a farmer, 
and when a mere boy went to sea, working his 
way up to captain. As captain of a vesscl, he 
sailed over the entire world, but the reflection of 
the water weakened his eyes, and at the age of 
fifty-four years he was totally blind. He was 
obliged to retire from sailing, and settled in 
Boston, where, after a period of five years, his 
sight was fully restored. He remained in that 
city the balance of his life, dying at the age of 
sixty-four years. His wife, Mary Dougirerty, 
was born in Ireland and died in Boston. They 
had seven children, four of whom are now living. 
Two sons served in the Civil war: Patrick was 
captain of a company in the Ninth Massachu- 
setts Infantry, and was killed in the seven. days’ 
battle at Malvern Hill; Bernard served on a 
iman-of-war in the United States navy, and died 
while home on aicit leave. 

After gaining his primary education in the 
public schools of Boston, at the age of thirteen, 
James"Earley went to Exeter, N» H., to make 
his home with Hon. Amos Tuck, an attorney-at- 
law and a member of congress, and there at- 
tended the public and high schools. Mr. Tuck 
was land commissioner of the Frisco Raitoad 
Company, and our subject came west with him 
to St. Louis, in 1869, entering the freight office 
of that road, and beginning as a clerk. In 1870 
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PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


he was apprenticed to the trade of a machinist 
and boilermaker at Pacific, Mo., near St. Lonis. 
The shops were subsequently moved to Spring- 
field, Mo., whither he went, serving an appren- 
ticeship of five years. He continued to foilow 
his trade there until 1887, when he was trans- 
ferred to Bluff City, Kans., as foreman of the 
roundhouse. Two years later he was sent to 
Anthony, Kans., where he served as foreman 
from 1889 to 1897, and in October of the Jaiter 
year went to Arkansas City as division toreman. 
He continued there in that capacity until No- 
vember 13, 1899, he was transferred to his 
present office at Oklahoma City. He helds a 
most responsible position, having charge of 
engineers and firemen, engines and. ears, and he 
has discharged his duties in such a manner as 
to gain the hearty approval of his superior of- 
ficers and the good-will of the men under his 
direction. 

Mr. Earley was united in marriage, at Spring- 
field, Mo., with Miss Mary F. Riley, who was 
born in Jacksonville, Ill. They are parents of 
ten children, as follows: A. T., a fireman on 
the Frisco Road; Edna; J. O., a machinist at 
Oklahoma City; George, Alice, Dixie, Frank, 
’ Ralph, Gay and Harry. Mr. Earley was made 
a member of the Masonic fraternity at Bluff 
City, Kans., and is connected with the St. Louis 
Railway Club and the Knights and Ladies of 
Security. In national politics he is a Democrat. 


ae ANCIS HANSON DIXON, formerly the 
efficient deputy sheriff and warden oi the 
county jail: at Oklahoma City, was born 
in Stockton, Durhamshire, England, June 20, 
1853. His father, Thomas Dixon, was a native 
of the same place and a blacksmith by oceupa- 
tion. He was an artilleryman in.the Crimean 
war, and participated in the battle of Sebastopol. 
Te grandfather of our subject, Francis H. 
Dixon, was also a member of the English army, 
and had command of a battery in the same siege, 
and also at the battle of Waterloo, under Wel- 
lington. After his retirement from the army 
he served as gamekeeper for Lord Marquis of 
Londonderry or Duke of Wellington. 

In 1854 the father of our subject brought his 
family to the United States, and first 
Philadelphia, Pa., but in 1857 removed to Ot- 
tawa, La’ Salle county, Ill., and a year later to 
St. Joseph, Mo., where he worked at his trade 
for a year. In the spring of 1859 he located in 
Troy, Doniphan county, Nans., where he was 
similarly employed until his death, whici oc- 
curred in the fall of 1860. Tis wife is still living 
in that state. She bore the maiden name of 
Melinda Elizabeth Barlow, and is a daughter of 
John Barlow, who spent his entire life as a 
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farmer in Ireland. She was born in County 
Sitgo, Ireland, but after being left an orphan at 
the age of fourteen vears, was reared in [Eng- 
land. Our subject is the oldest and only sur- 
vivor in a family of three children, his bretners, 
Thomas and Edward, having both died in INan- 
sas. 

It was during his infancy that Francis H. 
Dixon was brought by his parents to America, 
and he was only six years of age when they lo- 
cated in Kansas, where he attended the public 
schools and was reared to farm work. At an 
early age he commenced earning his own liveli- 
hood. He lived with an uncle until twelve vears 
old, and then worked as a farm hand in Doni- 
phan county, Kans., until nineteen years oi age, 
when he began farming on his own account. In 
1883 he purchased eighty acres of land three 
miles south of Severance, Kans., which he oper- 
ated until coming to Oklahoma county, Okxla., 
in April, 1893, when he purchased the north- 
west quarter of section 32, Crutcho township. 
on the Choctaw, Choe & Gulf Railroad, 
four miles east of Oklahoma City. The Choc- 
taw and Frisco junction is near his place. Mr. 
Dixon has placed the land under a high state 
of cultivation, and made many improvements 
thereon, including the planting of a forty-acre 
orchard. The farm is one of the finest in the 
county. He is engaged principally in the raising 
of grain, his specialty being wheat, but also gives 
considerable attention to the breeding of full- 
blooded Poland-China swine. 

Mr. Dixon was married, in 1873, to Catherine 
Morley, who bore him five children: Thomas, 
now a resident of Hartshorne, I. T.; William, 
Frank, Edward and Maggie. October 28, 1890, 
in Kansas City, Mr. Dixon was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Agnes Cole, a native of Bir- 
mingham, England, and to them have been 
born two children, Agnes and Bryan, both at 
home. Mrs. Dixon passed away October 10, 
1900, at her home in Crutcho township. 

Mr. Dixon affiliates with Oklahoma Lodge 
No: 2, 1. O. O. F., of which he is Past Noble 
Grand, and which he has twice represented in 
the grand lodge. He is also a member of the 
Encainpment and Daughters of Rebekah of the 
same order, and the Woodmen of the Werléd 
By his ballot he supports the men and measures 
of the Democratic party; is a member of the 
county committee, and was chairman of tire 
campaign committee in 1898, at which time the 
patty jsvas victorious. "On the 3d ‘ot January, 
1899, he was appointed deputy sheriff and war- 
den, and most creditably and satisfactorily dis 
charged the duties of that office for a Baod 
of fifteen months. In religion he is connected 
with the Episcopal Church. He belongs to that 
class of men whom the world terms self-made, 
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for, beginning life empty-handed, he has con- 
quered all the obstacles in his path to success, 
and is now the owner of a well-improved prop- 
erty. 


OHN JENSEN. In the discharge of the 

various responsibilities which have been the 

natural outcome of his recognized ability, 
Mr. Jensen has brought to bear many of the ex- 
cellent and substantial traits of mind and char- 
acter usually associated with sons of Germany. 
In 1862 Mr. Jensen left his native land and asso- 
ciated his fortunes with the thousands of his 
countrymen who have added to the stability of 
American institutions. His first location was in 
Milwaukee, Wis. He was called upon almost 
immediately to aid the cause of his adopted land, 
and in 1863 enlisted in the First Wisconsin 
Heavy Artillery as second leutenant, and served 
until May 10, 1866. The majority of lis war 
experience was received in Kentucky during 
the reconstruction days, and he was “assistant 
quartermaster at Bowling Green, Columbus, and 
at Paducah. 

In January of 1868, Mr. Jensen went to Gen- 
eva, Fillmore county, Neb., where he engaged 
in farming, and attained considerable promi- 
nence in the community, particularly in a polit- 
ical way. For three years he was chairman of 
the board of supervisors, and fot one term repre- 
sented Fillmore county in the Nebraska legis- 
lature. He was also county clerk and clerk of 
the court in the same county for four years, and 
caucus nominee for speaker af the house in 
1893. His influence was further extended by 
his position as president of the Citizens Bank 
of Geneva, and as president of the State Board 
of Agriculture during 1891-92. 

While unusually prosperous in Nebraska, 
Mr. Jensen yet longed for broader fields of ac- 
tivity, and, recognizing the latent possibilities 
of pioneership in Oklahoma, decided that it 
should henceforward be the field for his useful- 
ness and enterprise. September 16, 1893, he 
took a claim in the vicinity of Enid, and lived 
upon it until July 27, 1898, at which time he 
was appointed Indian agent of the Ponca, Otoc, 
Pawnee and Tonkawa tribes, by President Mc- 
IWinley, with headquarters at the Ponca agency. 
During his residence here, Mr. Jensen has per- 
ceptibly improved the prevailing conditions, and 
instituted several important reforms in manage- 
ment. His activitics are alone the same broad 
lines experienced during his hfe in Nebraska, 
and he is among the most ardent supporters of 
the elevating institutions and influences of his 
locality. Ile is one of the directors of the Noble 
County Bank, at Perry, and is connected with 
local and county undertakings, political and 
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otherwise. I'raternally he 1s associated with the 
Masonic order, Royal Arch Chapter, and is a 
member of the Loyal Legion of Nebraska. As 
a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
he is associated with the McDowell Pust at 
Ienid. 

In 1871 occurred the marriage of Mr. Jensen 
to Eva T. Hooker, of Milford, Neb., a descend- 
ant of the famous General Hooker. Oj this 
union there are four children, viz.: Charies |)., 
cashier of the Noble County Bank; Jessie |: 
Maude E., widow of W. H. Hailman; 
Philip. 


and 


7 OHN H. KNIGHT. While occupied with 
a the agreeable duty of managing a finely im- 
proved and remunerative farm, Mr. Knight 
has demonstrated his worthiness to be ac- 
counted one of the successful and oe 
agriculturists of Payne county. Of English de- 
scent, he is a native of Sterling Hill, Conn., 
and was born in 1855. His parents, John and 
Catherine (McKinley) Knight, were born in 
England. John Knight was a mill-hand in Ene- 
land, and after coming to the United States in 
1850, settled in Polk county, Iowa, weer he 
engaged in farming for the remainder of his use- 
ful and busy life. He died in 1884. His wife 
still survives him, and is now living in Kansas, 
whither they had removed previous to the death 
of her husband. 

The early years of John H. Knight were spent 
on his father’s farm in Iowa, and his education 
in the public schools was continued after his 
removal to kansas. When old enough to do 
something for himself, he went back to Iowa. 
and entered the employ of G. W. Ferguson, of 
Marshalltown, who operated the best breeding 
and training barn in the state, where he re- 
mained for two years, and has been identified 
with the horse business more or less ever since. 
FIle was married in eg to Martha Pentico, a 
daughter of George and Fyanne Pentico, farm- 
ers of Republic county, Kans. Of this union 
there have been two children: Jonn M. and 
George H., both born in Kansas, and both living 
at home, the former being nineteen and the lat- 
ter sixteen years of age 

In April, 1889, Mr. Knight left his home in 
INansas and decided to try his luck in the newly 
opened territory of Oklahoma. He made the 
run from the north line, and located on the 
northwest. quarter of section 33, township I8, 
range I east. To the improvement of this claim 
he has since turned his attention, with the re- 
sult that it has become a paying and profitable 
venture. Twenty-five acres are devoted to a fine 
orchard, wherein are raised all kinds of ‘fruits, 
with a preference given to pears. A house has 
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been recently erected, the claim is well fenced, 
and there is a living spring near the barn, an- 
other spring being located in the western part of 
the land. 

In national politics Mr. Knight is a Repub- 
lican, and has filled several local offices in the 
county. He is now serving as township treas- 
urer and also as road overseer. [raternally he 
is associated with the Odd Fellows, having 
joined that organization in Nebraska. 


W. KUKUK conducts the largest and best- 

equipped meat market in the city of Perry. 

He was the first to engage in the business 
in the new town, and is the only one among the 
early merchants in the same line who has with- 
stood the vicissitudes incident to all growing 
localities. At first he opened a store on the 
corner of Eighth and C streets, which he after- 
wards sold, and bought one of the finest sites in 
the city, on the corner of Seventh and D streets, 
the northwest corner of the square. He person- 
ally attends to all of the details of his business, 
does his own slaughtering, and, to accommodate 
his trade as a buyer and seller of cattle, has a 
sixty-acre pasturage. He has all the meocern 
appliances for successfully conducting his en- 
terprise, and among other conveniences has a 
cocler which holds at least a dozen beeves. As 
a retail and wholesale dealer he does a fine busi- 
ness and is patronized by a large portion of the 
commiutnity. 

Mr. Kukuk was born in Chicago, IJil., March 
Ti, 1860, and spent his youth and early manhood 
in the busy metropolis. Of German parentage, 
his father, Fred Kukuk, was born near Berlin, 
Germany, and came to America with his uncle. 
Frank Martin, when but a boy. Upon locating 
in Chicago he engaged in the transfer busiiess, 
and later removed to Somonauk, Ill., where he 
is at present, retired from active business life. 
The mother, formerly Hannah Martin, was born 
in Chicago, Ill., and died in 1892, in Somonauk. 
Of her three children, J. W. is the subject of 
this article; Lena is Mrs. Myers, of Somonauk; 
ana Fred is a farmer in Weldon. 

The early years of Mr. Kukuk were inter- 
spersea with attendance at the public schools, 
and at the age of fifteen years he began to pre- 
pare for future independence by learning the 
buteher’s trade.’ For six years he successfully 
conducted a market at the corner of State street 
and Archer avenue. On account of his wife’s 
jailing health, he went, in 1890, to the Chicka- 
saw Nation, but his hopes of recovery were 
doomed to disappointment, for she died at Paul's 
Valiev. At Chickasaw he engaged in his former 
occupation until 1893, at which time he removed 
to lis present location in Perry. 
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Mr. Kukuk has been twice married. His first 
wife was forinerly Bertha Burkhart, a native of 
La Salle county, Ill, and the mother of two 
children, I'reddie and Emma. The second Mrs. 
Kukuk was Hattie Hulbert, a native of Lincoln, 
Ill. Of this union there is one child, Alvin. 
Mrs. Kukuk is a member of the Christian 
Church. Mr. Kukuk is in politics a Repub- 
ican, and a member of the Commercial Club 
of Perry. Fraternally he is widely associated 
with the different organizations, and is a mem- 
ber ot the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
was treasurer for two years, and is now trustee 
and is a member of the Encampment. Ile is 
also connected with the Knights of Pythias, 
Modern Woodmen of America and the Order 
of Maccabees. 

Mr. Kukuk is an enterprising citizen, and is 
appreciated for his ea sterling qualities, anc 
for his thoroughly reliable business metiods. 
He has ever shown a commendable interest in 
all that pertains to the improvement of his town 
and locality, and contributes generously toward 
the same as opportunity offers. 


EORGE M. SOUTHGATE, county cierk 
of Pottawatomie county, was born in 
Boone county, Ky., October 24, 1859, and 

is a son of Dr. Bernard and Eleanor (Fleming) 
Southgate. The early life of Mr. Southgate was 
on the uneventful order, and not unlike that ex- 
perienced by the average farmer’s sons. He was 
well schooled in the various duties incident to 
the conducting of a large and well-regulated 
farming enterprise. Interspersed with this occu- 
pation was industrious application at the district 
schools, where he received a fair education, which 
has since proved to have been the nucleus of re- 
search and study along many lines and a keen 
observation of human nature and events. 

In 1872 his young life was saddened by the 
death of his father, and this was soon followed 
by the loss of the mother. Left thus alone in a 
cheerless childhood, he came under the care of 
an aunt, and continued to live on the old home- 
stead until 1884. At this time he undertook an 
independent venture, and in Nashville Ténn,, 
was employed in the city assessor’s office as chiel 
clerk for about eighteen months. In 1885 he 
went to Cowley county, Kans., and farmed on 
rented land, and later entered the mercantile 
business at Akron, Kans. This proved an un- 
fortunate undertaking, for he lost nearly all that 
he had invested. 

In search of more promising conditions, Mr. 
Southgate determined to avail himself of the 
promising country of Oklahoma, and October 
24, 1891, took up land, which he owned for a 
short time, but later sold, buying another tract, 
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to which he afterward made additions. He 
now owns, with a brother, six hundred and forty 
acres of excellent farm land, five mules east of 
Shawnee, and in the northeast part of Potta- 
watomie county. This land is under fine cuiti- 
vation, and is provided with the most modern 
and up-to-date appliances. 

The marriage of Mr. Southgate and Berla A. 
Gilbert, of Tecumseh, occurred July 3, 1808. 
Mrs. Southgate is a daughter of N. W. and Eliz- 
abeth (Congleton) Gilbert, and is the mother of 
one child, Eleanor, born in Tecumseh May 17, 
1900. Mr. Southgate is, in national politics, a 
Democrat, and has held various local offices 
within the gift of the people. He was elected 
county clerk in 1896, re-elected in 1898, and 
again in 1900. Fraternally he is associated with 
Tecumseh Lodge No. 13, A. F. & A. M.; Royal 
Arch Chapter; the Commandery; and shrine, of 
Oklahoma City; also with Tecumseh Lodge No. 
24, 1. O. O. F., and with Lodge No. 7, A..O. U. 
W.. He is regarded as one of the enterprising 
and substantial members of the community at 
Tecumseh, and has made many friends since 
coming to Oklahoma. 





@UIS. Ds; .HOLSONBAKE:,  Descended 
from the French Huguenots, the Holson- 
bake family have been identified with niany 

of the important happenings in American his- 
tory, and the latter- fe members have found in 
this land of large possibilities the peace. and 
prosperity, and religious freedom denied their 
struggling and persecuted forefathers. The 
great-grandfather, Daniel, was born in France. 
and emigrated to America prior to the Revolu- 
tionary war. With his wile, Jeannie, he had tilled 
the soil of his native land, and upon coming to 
America settled in South Carolina, where they 
raised a large family to habits of industry and 
thrift. Jeannie Holsonbake’s brother, Lieuten- 
ant Doolly, commanded one of the United Siates 
vessels off the coast of South America during 
the Revolutionary war, which was forced to sur- 
render, the members of the crew being taken 
prisoners, and held at Charleston, S. cs They 
eventually made their escape from the British, 
and joined the land forces, Lieutenant Doolly 
later becoming aide on the staff of General 
Lafayette, and was wounded in the capture of 
Yorktown. The paternal grandfather, Louis 
D. Holsonbake, for whom his grandson is 
named, was born in [dgefield district in South 
Carolina, and became a prominent man in the 
conununity which claimed his allegiance. By 
occupation a mechanic, he later became in turi 
a distiller, statesman, and military man, and at 


a very early day was a member of the Georgia 
legislature. In the pursuit of the various inter- 
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attention he accumu- 
goods. He was 


ests which claimed his 
lated a goodly share of worldly 
a man of high mural character and of a decid- 
edly anti-slavery turn of mind. During the 
Seminole or [Florida war, he was captain of 


the Georgia state militia, and served with 
courage and distinction, capturing the great 
Indian chief, ‘“\Witherford,”’ of the Seminole 
tribe. After a life of active usefulness, he died 


in Manchester, 
ninety-five years. 

The next in line of succession, Jephtha Hol- 
sonbake, the father of Louis D., was born in 
Franklin county, Ga., January 19, 1824. He 
was reared in his native locality, and in 1845 
removed to Altamont, where he engaged as a 
railroad man, and in 1855 changed his head- 
quarters to Chattanooga, Tenn., and assumed 
charge of the Nashville and Chattanooga Kail- 
road machine shops. In 1858 he removed to 
Corinth, Miss., and served in the capacity of 
foreman of the mechanical construction of the 
Memphis & Charleston Railroad. In 1859 he 
undertook a different line of occupation, and 
in Drew county, Ark., began to manufacture 
iron plows. He there built up a large and iucra- 
tive business, which ternminated disastrously dur- 
ing the war, for on the day of the battle of 
Shiloh, when his son was fighting for the Con- 
federate cause, his shops were reduced to ashes, 
and the work of vears became the disaster of a 
lifetime. In the hope of retrieving a fost for- 
tune, this undaunted citizen repaired to Texas 
and engaged in the cattle business. He died 
at Dallas, Tex., in 1870, at the age of forty-six 
years. His wife, formerly Martha: Jane Smith, 
was of English descent, and was a member of 
the Boyd family of England. She became the 
mother of three children, of whom Louis D. is 
the oldest. James is deceased, and Martha is 
the wife of William Arnold. Mrs. Holsonbake 
died in Texas in. 1871. 

Louis D. Holsonbake was born in Franklin 
county, Ga., May 5, 1844. His boyhood days 
were associated with the vicinity of Chatta- 
nooga, at the base of Lookout Mountain, and 
the very scant opportunity for schooling was 
found at the little log schoolhouse at the foot 
of Raccoon Mountain. The erudition for which 
he is to-day renowned is the result of more 
recent application, of profound study along 
many avenues of thought, and keen observation 
of human nature and events. Ifis natural desire 
for knowledge was so far ahead of the ability 
to gratify it that it was necessary for him to 
read.an article over twice before the meaning 
became clear. While vet a young boy, he went 


Tenn., in 1868, at the age of 


‘into his father’s machine shop and became an 


expert mechanic in wood and iron, but did not 
leave the home circle until the declaration of 
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war sundered the ties in thousands of families 
over the land. His first night in camp was the 
first spent away from the home shelter. As a 
member of the Confederate army he. enlisted 
May 15, 1861, in what later became Company 


3, Second Arkansas Cavalry, under Genera! 
Beauregard. At Munfordvilie the company 


saw hard service, and were also active in many 
minor skirmishes. Afterwards, under General 
Price, he participated in the famous raid in an- 
sas and Missouri, and was captured at Ciilli- 
cothe, Mo., in 1864, and imprisoned on John- 
son’s Island. While there he was treated with 
great respect and kindness, quite at variance 
with his preconceived ideas of existing condi- 
tions. During the war he was brevetted liet- 
tenant, and in the fall of 1863 was made captain. 
At the capture of Carrollton, Mo., he com- 
manded the regiment, and also at Mexico, Mo., 
which he, fought with sixty-four men. At the 
battle of Shiloh, when a private, he assisted in 
the capture of Sherman’s battery, and in the 
winter of 1863-64 commanded a company of cav- 
alry in Arkansas. At the battle of Centralia, 
Mo., in the winter of 1863-64, he witnessed the 
killing and wounding of all of the Union army 
men while fighting guerrillas. September 20, 
1864, his horse was killed by a cannon shot, and 
in the fall he was slightly wounded. 

After the restoration of peace, Mr. Holson- 
bake returned to his former home in Arkansas, 
and in 1867 removed to Shelby county, ‘Tex., 
where he followed the trade of carpenterine. 
After a year he went to Collin county, Tex., and 
was engaged until 1875 as a carpenter and con- 
tractor. In 1875 he removed to the Chickasaw 
Nation, and on the banks of the Red river 
branched out in the cattle business, and engaged 
in the manufacture of plows, and was a geueral 
blacksmith. This line of beecel Ge was suc- 
cessfully carried out until 1886, when he re- 
moved to Johnsonville, of the same Sette: 

Mingled with the early ambitions of Mr. Hol- 
sonbake was a desire to preach the gospel of 
humanity and good-will, and in 1860 he became 
‘a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
After removing to Texas in 1869 he was licensed 
as a local preacher, and for nineteen years en- 
gaged in good works in the Methodist Church, 
conducting missions through the southwest, 
mostly in the Indian Territory, acting in the 
capacity of preacher and educator to the white 
settlers, Indians and negroes of the Chickasaw 
Nation. All the while the most friendly rela- 
tions existed between himself and the Indians 
and the negroes. 

With thousands of others of like intent, Mr. 
Tlolsonbake made the run April 22, 1889, fron 
the Pottawatomie line on the east, and pitched 
his tent under the big black oak which now 
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adorns his yard. He began at once to brea: 
the land and prepare the soil for the reception of 
the seed. His original intention was to develop 
an excellent fruit farm, and with this in view 
he set out the first trees November 7, 1889, and 
has since been continually adding to the orig- 
inal numbers. At the present time he has sixty 
acres of orchard and vineyard and has inade 
$750 from grapes, $200 on apples, rare on 
peaches and Sroo from blackberries. As a hor- 
ticulturist, Mr. Holsonbake has no superior 
among the residents of the locality in which he 
lives. He is experimenting on forty varieties 
of peaches, with a view of ascertaining the kind 
best fitted for the soil and climate of Pottawato- 
mie county. In the raising of fruit he is ably 
assisted by his wife, who is especially interested 
in the vineyard and the development of special 
varicties of fruit. 

In addition to his various enterprises of a 
commercial nature, Mr. Holsonbake has marked 
literary ability, and has contributed many arti- 
cles to current literature, some of them finding 
their way into the first periodicals of the day. 
He has written the “Chronicles of Oklahoma,” 
the “Boomer’s Sermons,” and has two romances 
in process of writing. He is well known as a 
writer and public speaker, and has more than a 
local reputation. Since coming to the territory, 
he has been the historical secretary of the Oxla- 
homa Methodist Episcopal conference, and col- 
lected the data of the church in the Indian Ter- 
ritory and Oklahoma, which was subsequently 
turned over to his successor. , 

March 16, 1864, occurred the marriage of 
Mr. Holsonbake and Serepth 1a Vick, a native of 


Georgia. Of this union there have been three 
children: James O.; Lillie, who is married and 
lives in Lexington; and Effie, wife of John 


Myers, of Lexington. 

In national politics Mr. Holsonbake is a Re- 
publican, having sworn allegiance to that party 
when he laid down his Confederate uniform. 
He was nominated for probate judge of Cleve- 
land county on the Republican ticket, but was 
defeated. He was temporary chairman of the 
convention in August of 1900, and is a mem- 
ber of the county central committee. In prop- 
agating the principles of Republicanism he has 
taken a prominent stand, and has ever worked 
for the best interests of his party. During the 
campaign, of 1896 he delivered a series of lec- 
tures on “Signs of the Times.” He is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist IXpiscopal Church, as in 
other years, and still holds a certificate for iocal 
preaching. He still exerts a wide influence from 
the pulpit, and often preaches at Guthrie, Pur- 
ecll and Lexington. His labors among the 
needy are often tiring in the extreme, and al- 
though he often arrives at home late Sunday 
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night, the early Monday morning sun finds him 
at “work on his farm, in an effort to induce the 
soil to produce abundantly. Although starting 
from small beginnings in the territory, his va- 
rious capacities for well doing have resulted 
in generous returns morally, intellectually, and 
materially, and he is to-day recognized as one 
of the loyal- hearted pioneers who have vastly 
aided in the best development of a land of won- 
derful resource. 


D. LOVE, M. D. The Love family ts of 

Irish descent, and many of their mem- 

bers have distinguished themselves in va- 
rious lines of occupation, and figured conspic- 
uously in the proiessions, principally that of 
law. As opportunity offered and inclination 
dictated, they fought with courage and fidelity 
for their adopted country, some in the Revolu- 
tionary war, others in the war of 1812 , and the 
Mexican war. The grandfather, John G. Love, 
was born in Tennessee. and in 1820 settled in 
St. Augustine, Tex., where he became a promi- 
nent alcalde, or judge, having been an attorney 
in Tennessee at the time Texas was under 
the administration of the Mexican government, 
and Sam Houston was sheriff. During those 
stirring days Mr. Love had ample opportunity 
to display his wisdom as a member of the bench, 
and his memory is cherished with all the other 
incidents so dear to the hearts of the people of 
Texas. In 1836 he fought with Houston in 
the revolution of Texas, and was on his staff. 
After the restoration of tranquillity, he engaged 
extensively as a farmer, later practicing iaw, and 
eventually becoming district judge, which posi- 
tion he held until his retirement. He died in 
1866, at the age of ninety-six years. 

In the same town in Texas which had wit- 
nessed the best exertions of his grandtather, 
R. D. Love was born April 17, 1853. His father, 
John E., was also born in, St. Augustine, and 
reared and educated there. In 1849 he sought 
the larger possibilities of the far west, and trav- 
eled to California via the Panama route, but re- 
turned to his native state at the expiration of 
three years. He then bought land near St. 
Augustine, and conducted large agricultural in- 
terests, which were suddenly terminated in 
April of 1861, by his being killed in the town 
where so large a part of his life had been passed. 
The mother was formerly Susan V. Wood, of St. 
Augustine, and a daughter of Reuben Wood, a 
native of Tennessee. Reuben Wood was a spec- 
ulator, who in 1824 settled in St. Augustine, and 
died in Memphis, Tenn., in 1852. During the 
Mexican war he was an officer in the army, and 
served under General Taylor. The mother of 
Mr. Love is living in Brenham, Tex. 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL, RECORD. 


Mr. Love is the oldest in a family of five chil- 
dren, four of whom are living. One aed 
John E., is ex-sheriff of Woodward county, and 
is a cattle man.. For the first nine years of his 
life R. D. lived on his father’s farm near St. 
Augustine, and then went with his parents to 
Brenham, Washington county, where he re- 
ceived the greater part of his education in the 
public schools, and where he lived until his sey- 
enteenth year. He then returned to his native 
city and entered the St. Augustine Acadeiny, 
eventually going to the Sam Houston State Nor- 
mal, at Hiuntsvill lle, from which he was graduated 
in 1885. His education was not acquired with- 
out great effort on his part, for at the age of 
eighteen he began to teach school, and thus was 
enabled to pay for his higher attainments. After 
graduating he continued to teach for one year 
in the Goldthwaite high school, and in 1887 be- 
gan the study of medicine in the Louisville Med- 
ical College, at Louisville, Ky., from which he 
vas graduated in 1892. In the meantime he had 
been practicing medicine in Evant, Tex., since 
1888, with the proceeds of which he compicted 
his course at the college. 

In 1892 Dr. Love began the practice of his 
profession in Greenville, Tex., and in 1803 took 
up his residence in Perry, Okla., arriving on the 
opening day, and, as if prophetic of his future 
success, was called to set a broken arm within 
two hours of his arrival. Since then the doctor 
has had no-cause to regret coming to Perry, for 
his conscientious and able mastery of the best 
tenets of the profession has won for him the con- 
fidence and patronage oi a large following. 

With the idea of ever pressing forward along 
the lines of his chosen work, Dr. Love went to 
Chicago in 1808 and took a full course at the 
Chicago Clinical College. Upon his return he 
continued his ministrations among the physic- 
ally disabled, and, to all intents, is a perma- 
nent and valuable acquisition to this, progressive 
and promising town. He finds pleasing relaxa- 
tion from the arduous duties of his profession in 
overlooking the affairs of his farm, which is lo- 
cated to the north of Perry, and adjacent to the 
town, and contains eighty acres. In the town 
proper he has erected a residence at the corner 
of H and Ninth streets. os Love was married 
in Perry to Pearl M. Oakley, who was born in 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. Of this union there is 
one child, Lem Garnett. 

Aside from the immediate concern of his pro- 
fession, Dr. Love has interested himself in many 
of the enterprises for the upbuilding of his lo- 
cality, and is regarded as a public-spirited, enter- 
prising citizen. He was city physician for a 
time, county coroner for a term, and has been 
county physician on different occasions. Since 
1894 he has served as local surgeon for the 
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LOGAN PAYTON, 
Cleveland County. 
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PORTRAIT AND: BIOGRAPHICAL. RECORD. Ph 


Santa Fe route. He is a member of the Terri- 
torial Medical Association, the Santa Fe Medical 
and Surgical Association and the American 
Medical Association. Tor over twenty years he 
has been a member of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, now holding membership in Perry. 
He is also a member of the Encampient, the 
Knights of Pythias, the Fraternal Aid, and the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen, having 
been admitted a Knight of Columbia in the Royal 
Tribe of Joseph. In political affillation he votes 
with the Democratic party, and actively engages 
in the undertakings and issues of his party. He 
is present at most of the conventions, and other- 
wise makes the weight of his influence felt. He 
is prominent in religious matters, and is a mem- 
‘ber of the Christian Church. 


OGAN PAYTON is remembered as a 
worthy citizen, reliable friend and excellent 
agriculturist. He was associated with that. 

part of Cleveland county in which his clairn is 
located from the time of its opening to the out- 
side thousands until its transformation into one 
oi the garden spots of this promising and fertile 
territory. His claim, which is located on the 
southeast quarter of section 25, township 9, 
range 3 west, Cleveland county, was net his 
inunediate care upon arriving here, for he started 
the first dairy in Norman, and for a aumber of 
months was engaged in managing it. This gave 
him a start in the world, for, like many others, 
he came to the territory in search of the benefits 
supposed to exist here. After locating on the 
claim, his family joined him, and they ail had a 
rather trying time for a couple of vears. They 
first lived in a tent for a few months, and then 
put up a small box house, and occupied the two, 
and for the next winter occupied a dugout, which 
served the purpose until the erection of the resi- 
dence which the family now occupies. 

A native of Illinois, he was born February 3, 
1853, and is a son of John and oa (Sig- 
man) Payton. When a mere boy his parents 
removed to Indiana, and later to Linn county, 
Kans., where he lived until his nineteenth year. 
During his youth he received only a limited edu- 
cation, but this was remedied in later years, for 
he was always a student of events and human 
nature, and learned much by observation. When 
about twenty years of age he went to Benton 
county, Ark., and worked out by the month. 
While here he met his future wiie, Elizabeth 
EK. Sigman, daughter of Martin and Elizabeth 
(Cook) Sigman, who had removed to Fates 
county, Mo., and thence to Linn county, Kans., 
and from there to Benton county, Ark. Ter 
marriage to Mr. Payton occurred in Collin 
county, Tex., whither she had gone with her 


father 
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sister, and whither Mr. Payton had followed. 
Mrs. Payton lost her parents while living in 
Bates county, Mo., and she was reared by Isaac 
and Catherine Massey. 

After his marriage, Mr. Payton lived in Coilin 
county for two years, and then removed to Wise 
county, Tex., where he bought one hundrei and 
sixty acres of land, which he later traded for 
cattle. In order to find better grazine countrs 
for his stock, he went to the Indian Territory, 
and at the time of the opening of Oklahoma was; 
located in the Chickasaw Nation. Mr. Payton 
was fraternally associated with the Masonic 
order, and was buried according to the rites of 
the same, two days after his death, which oc- 
curred March 14, 18908. To Mr. and Mrs. Payton 
were born three children: Cordelia, who was 
born in Collin county, Tex., and is now the wife 
of Henry Stephen Renner, and lives with Mrs. 
Payton; Beecher, who was also born in Texas, 
and is living at home; and Olivia, who died at 
the age of one year and twenty-one days. 


EORGE DUREN LOCKHART. As 
postmaster of Lockhart (the postoffice 


being located upon his farm) Mr. Lock- 
hart has satisfactorily discharged the obligations 
incident to his responsible position, and won 
the approval of his fellow-townsmen. As a 
farmer also he takes high rank, and is consid- 
ered one of the most progressive in the town- 
ship. His well-conducted farm, located on the 
northwest quarter of section 15 , Spring Creek 
township, is given over to the raising of fine 
cattle and eee and to the cultiva- 
tion of wheat. 

Mr. Lockhart ‘is. a native of Anson: county, 
N. C., and was born August 7, 1850. His par- 
ents, Thomas J. and Mary J. (Duren) Tobia art, 
were born in North Carolina, and came of old 
Virginia families. The Lockharts were of Sectch 
ancestry. George Duren Lockhart was an in- 
dustrious lad, and early displayed habits of 
economy and thrift. When seventeen years of 
age he went to Texas, in search of improved 
conditions and better prospects, and after a 
year's time his father’s family joined him. The 
bought considerable land, but iost it 
nearly all during subsequent litigation. Later 
he purchased some more, and is now residing 
in Corsicana, Tex. At this writing he is seventy- 
five vears of age. 

At the age of eighteen years, Mr. Lockhart 
engaged as clerk in a dry -coods store in Cor- 
sicana, and continued the same about five years. 
He then began to contract on the Cotton Del: 
Railroad as constructor, but suffered a 
loss owing to washouts on the road. 


ing this he clerked in the mercantile 
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ten years, and later undertook farming and 
stock-raising on a large scale, and was very suc- 
cessful, In. 1889 he sold his farm and for a 
short time was in the livery business. In June 
of 1889 he settled on the claim which has since 
been his home. Here he has been able to more 
than realize his expectations, and he is well sat- 
isfied with his change of location and surround- 
ings. In 1895 the Lockhart postofhce was es- 
tablished on his farm, and he has been post- 
master continuously since. 

September 4, 1887, Mr. Lockhart was united 
in marriage with Lena Tye, of Missouri, daugh- 
“ter of John H. Tye, a native of Kentucky. Ot 
this union there have been seven children, Al- 
bert, Mary J., Bonnie, Bessie, Lucy, lugenia 
and Georgie. In political affiliation Mr, Lock- 
hart is a Democrat. 


ACH HILTON McCUBBINS is one of the 
7 interesting citizens and enterprising busi- 

ness men of Perry. Although now retired 
from active participation in commercial affairs, 
he is still a factor of wide influence in the com- 
munity, and has behind him a record of wisely- 
conducted enterprises and rare devotion to the 
public good. 

The first of the McCubbins family to come to 
America located in Virginia, subsequently re- 
moving to Tennessee, where they became prom- 
inent and worthy pioneers. They were success- 
ful and patriotic, and many of them fought with 
courage in. the Revolutionary and Indian wars. 
Z. H. McCubbins was born in East Tennessee 
July 5, 1826, and when but a babe was deprived 
of the future care and assistance of his father. 
When four years of age he was taken by his 
‘mother to Illinois, the journey being accom- 
plished by horse teams, and on a farm adjacent 
to the city of Paris he spent his boyhood days 
and received a fair education in the district 
schools. He was an ambitious and independent 
lad, and, when arrived at the age of nineteen, 
started out to face alone the responsibilities of 
life. The cattle business seemed to afford pres- 
ent scope for his energy,..and he began to buy 
and drive cattle to Chicaco, at that time but the 
nucleus of its present greatness. Stock yards 
were then but dimly outlined in the minds of 
the few thousand residents, and the bunch of 
cattle brought from down in the state were 
herded together on the prairies near the town 
and sold there. After the last animal had been 
disposed of, the vouthful herder would return to 
his native heath and collect another lot for the 
market. In this way he managed to make two 
trips a year, with considerable profit to himself. 

Some time before the war Mr, MeCubbins re- 
tied from the cattle business, and, with the 
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money thus accumulated, bought land in Jasper 
county, Ill, upon which he built a store and 
stocked it with the necessities of life in the coun- 
try. Vhis small commercial beginning seemed 
as a magnet, for in time a town grew up around 
it, and the newcomers found it a cheery plice to 
purchase their wares. Jn this town ot Yaicville 
Mr. McCubbins continued his interests until the 
breaking out of the war. 

In August, 1862, Mr. McCubbins enlisted in 
Company EK;+One! Hundred and “Twenty-third 
Illinois Volunteer Iniantry, at Mattoon, Hi. and 
Was commissioned second lieutenant, later be- 
ing raised to the rank of leutenant, and event- 
ually becoming captain. He fought in the 
Wilderness Brigade, and was wounded with a 
Spencer rifle. His service was most effective. 

and he fought with courage and fidelity during 
the entire war. His brigade went to the relief of 
Andersonville, and was instrumental in secur- 
ing the capture of Jefferson Davis. He was 
mustered out in Tennessee in 1865, and returned 
to his former home in Illinois. At Yaleville his 
ambition had outgrown the limits of the original 
store, and he built a larger one, and continued in 
the general merchandise business for nearly 
fifteen years, and was also interested in the rats- 
ing, buying and selling of stock. 

His next location was at Bentonville, Ark., 
where he somewhat changed his habits of life 
and engaged in the nursery business. After four 
years he removed to Rogers, Ark., and again in- 
terested himself in a eeneral merchandise en- 
terprise:) Un -i8o3gnhe “took up his permanent 
residence in Perry. Within a couple of weeks 
he had started the erection of a store on the 
southwest corner of the square, consisting of 
two stories, and 35x60 feet in dimensions. Here 
he conducted a grocery business until 1898, 
when he sold out and retired, having earned < 
much-needed rest. He has also erected in the 
town of his adoption a handsome residence. 
which is in every way a credit to this prosperous 
and promising town. 

In Jasper county, Ill, Mr. McCubbins was 
united in marriage with Mary F. Clemmons, a 
native of Kentucky, but who was reared and 
educated in Illinois. Of this union there have 
been four children, viz.: Callie, Mrs. Kraemer, 
who died in Jasper county, Ill; Churchill H., a 
successful farmer of Noble county, Okla.; Avilla 
V., now Mrs. Haves. of Arkansas; Pearlee, who 
was accidentally killed in Illinois, when seven 
years,of/age;, by the kick of a horse. Mr. Me- 
Cubbins is a ‘member of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, and organized the General Thomas 
Post at Rogers, Ark. Fle is past commander of 
the post. He is prominent in churel circles, and 
is identified with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of which he is a trustee and treasurer, 
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A Republican in national politics, he has been 
conspicuously identified with the undertakings 
of his party, especially in Illinois, where for 
many years he served as a supervisor. In [liinois 
also he was one of the organizers of the Chicago 
& Paducah Railroad, and from the start a direc- 
tor, which position he sustained for many years. 


P. MARTIN, one of Oklahoma City’s most 
successful and enterprising business men, 
is a retail lumber dealer, and has been 

identified with the lumber industry, in various 
states, continuously since early manhood. He 
was born in Waukesha, Wis., June 29, 1847, and 
is a son of Thomas and Margaret (Bradley) Mar- 
tin, and a grandson of John Martin, who was a 
farmer in Treland throughout his entire life. 

Thomas Martin was “born in County Meath, 
Ireland, and in early life was a surveyor. Imme- 
diately after his marriage he emig rated to Amer- 
ica, settling in Waukesha, Wis. After remain- 
ing there for a few years he removed to Fond 
du Lac, Wis., where he purchased government 
land and engaged in farming the remainder of 
his days, dying at the age of eighty-three vears. 
His widow was born in County Meath, Ireland, 
being a daughter of William Bradley, a farmer 
in Ireland, and she now resides in Fond du Lac. 
Of seven sons and three daughters born to Mr, 
and Mrs. Martin all are now living with the 
exception of one son, our subject being the only 
one to locate in Oklahoma. 

Reared on his father’s farm near Fond du Lac, 
which he assisted in clearing, J. P. Martin re- 
ceived his early education in an old log schcol- 
house in that vicinity. He remained at home 
until he reached the age of twenty-one, when he 
began for himself. In 1867 he secured employ- 
ment in a saw-mill at Oshkosh, and one year 
later was placed in charge of the yard there. 
He next rafted lumber from Warsaw over the 
rapids of the Wisconsin river down to St. Louis, 
and-continued this during the summer months 
for five years, having charge of the rafts after 
the first trip. During the winter mouths he at- 
tended Fond du Lac Academy. 

In 1881 Mr. Martin went to Eau Claire, Wis., 
and, after serving one year as tallyman in a 
wholesale lumber ‘yard, held the position of head 
bookkeeper with the E mpire Lumber Company 
for six years. He assisted in the organization 
ef the Fort Scott Lumber Company at Fort 
Scott, Kans., of which he was made vice-presi- 
dent and manager. Te continued there until the 
opening of Oklahoma, April 22, 1889, when he 
‘started a branch vard of the Fort Scott Lumber 
Company in Oklahoma City. After conducting 
it for a period of one vear he sold out and moved 
to Clinton, Mo., where he established and con- 


‘and John Francis. 


1017 


ducted a branch yard for the Fort Scott Lumber 
Company until 1894. Having disposed of that 
business, he purchased the Clinton lumber yard, 
and successfully operated it until September, 
1808. He then returned to Oklahoma City and 
established his present business at No. 303 West 
Main strect, where he has extensive and well- 
stocked yards, conveniently arranged, and 
equipped with a complete stock of building ma- 
terials. He understands the business thor- 
oughly, being the most experienced lumberman 
in Oklahoma, and all his transactions have 
been characterized by a display of shrewdness 
and sagacity., 

At Fond du Lac, Wis., Mr. Martin was united 
in marriage with Sarah E. Martin, who was born 
in that city, and is a daughter of John Martin. 
who was a farmer by A This union 
is blessed with two children: Joseph Thomas 
Mr. Martin is a member of 
the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin, the Fraternal 
Aid Society, the Woodmen of the World, and 
the Missouri and Kansas Lumber Dealers’ As- 
sociation. In political afhliation’ he is an un- 
swerving Democrat. He is a member of the 
congregation of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 


of Oklahoma City. 
A . ively engaged in the practice of his chosen 
occupation at Oklahoma City, has been a 
horseman of prominence for many years, and has 
had an interesting career. He is weil-in- 
formed on all matters pertaining to his calling, 
and in former days owned valuable race horses. 
Born in Frankfort, Ky., he is a son of James 
Lundberg, and a erandson of Silas Lundberg, 
a native of Germany, who came to this country 
and settled in Pennsylvania, where he died. 
Tames Lundberg was born near Meadville, Pa., 
and settled in Kentucky, where he was engaged 
in merchant tailoring for some time. After dis- 
posing of his business, he engaged in breeding 
standard-bred horses on a farm four miles out 
of Frankfort, and raised some of the finest horses 
in that section. He moved to Iowa in 1885 and 
settled at Spirit Lake. During: the Civil war 
tie served in a Kentucky regiment in the Union 
army with much credit. He was united in mar- 
with Mary Ferguson, who was born in 
Kentucky, of Scotch descent, and comes of good 
old IWentucky and Virginia ancestry. They 
reared five sons and two daughters, all of whom 
are living. 
Av FE. Lundberg, the second child of his 
parents, was born June 20, 1856, and was reave:l 


EP VUNDBERG, V. D., who is act- 


riage 


inthe Blue Grass country, receiving bis educe- 
tion in the public schools.) When but eleven 
years of age he began riding running horses, 
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and followed the circuit in Illinois and Wiscon- 
sin every season. At the age of nineteen years 
he began driving trotters, and raced all over 
the country, having horses of his own. He met 
with success, and always had fine horses, in 1886 
Having the well-known Newton B. and Demon- 
strator. In 1879 he moved to Denver, Colo., 
where he lived for ten years. While there he 
entered the Toronto School of Veterinary Sur- 
gery, graduating from that institution in 1885 
with a degree of Doctor of Veterinary Surgery. 
He engaged in successful practice in Denver, 
and each summer took his string of horses to 
the eastern states. 

April 22, 1889, he came to Oklahoma City on 
the first train from the south, and here engaged 
in his occupation, in addition to following the 
races. September 16, 1893, he settled at Cross, 
on the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway, 


and erected a livery barn, which he conducted - 


‘until January, 1895. He then sold owt and re- 
turned to Oklahoma City, where he entered upon 
a practice and conducted a boarding stable for 
some time. He has since disposed of the board- 
' ing stable, but still retains his practice, his office 
being at No. 319 West Main street. Possessing 
a thorough knowledge of veterinary surgery, 
his practice has been attended by gratifying suc- 
cess. He now owns a fine two-year-old, Prince 
T., a grandson of Ignus Phalatus, whose record 
is 2-125. 

Dr. Lundberg was united in marriage with 
Sadie Martin, who is a native of Illinois. They 
attend the Congregational Church. Fraternally 
he is a member of the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen. In political belief he is a stanch sup- 
porter of the Republican party. 


OHN W. MEDEARIS. ‘Of French ances- 

try, the Medearis family was first repre- 

sented in America by the paternal grand- 
father, Wilson F. Medearis, who was born in 
France, and crossed the seas to America about 
1776. During the Revolutionary war he served 
with courage and distinction, and held the com- 
mission of captain under Lafayette. After the 
restoration of peace he scttled in Norfolk, Va 
and followed his trade of shoemaker until his 
deatii. 

The father of J. W. Medearis, Wilson F., was 
born in Virginia, and when grown to manhood 
removed to Tennessee, where he remained for a 
number of years. About 1847 he took his fam- 
ily to Greene county, Ill., which was then in a 
very crude and unsettled condition,and remained 
there for several years. He then went to Ray 
county, Mo., and in 1857 to Washington county, 
Ark., where he died in 1893, at the age of sev- 
enty-six years, During the years of his activity 


‘time, but has since disposed of. 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


he was a farmer. A man of deep religious con- 
viction, he was prominently identified with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. His wife, Elwine 
I), Young, was born in Tennessee, and subse- 
auently became the mother of twelve children, 
“ne of whom are living, two being in Okla- 
homa. Mrs. Medearis died in Arkansas, at the 
age of forty-five years. 


J. W. Medearis was born in Knox county, 
Tenn., in 1846, and was reared in II!inois and 
Missouri. He went with his parents to Arkan- 


sas in 1857, and here completed his education in 
the public schools. His early life was practically 
uneventful until the breaking out of the war, 
when he enlisted in the Confederate army in 
Company B, Second Cherokee Regiment of 
Cavalry, under General Stamweighty and 
Colonel Adair. His service included Arkansas 
and the Indian Territory, and extended from a 
short time after the battle of Prairie Grove until 
the close of the war. He was wounded at the 
skirmish at Sugar Hill, Ark., and fought at the 
battle at Tabin, Ark., in the Cherokee Nation. 
His company surrendered in June, 1805, at Van 
Buren, and Mr. Medearis returned to Washiig- 
ton county, Ark., and resumed his occupation oi 
farming. In 1867 he removed to Lawrence 
county, Ark,, and there engaged in farming and 
stock-raising until 1889, and also made a spe- 
cialty of horticulture 

On Christmas day ‘of 1889 Mr. Medearis caine 
into the territory, and for a time lived at Pur- 

cell, locating on his present farm in Lexington 
nship, Cleveland county, in June of 1890. He 
at once began the erection of a house and the 
general improvement.of his land. He has since 
added to his possessions by the purchase of 
eighty acres on section 22, which makes one 
hundred and sixty acres in all. He here carries 
on a general farming, stock and fruit-raising 
enterprise, and has a good orchard of fifty-five 
acres. wherein is raised all manner of fruit grow- 
able in the territory. He is especially proud of 
his apples and peaches. Aside from his other 
property, he owns some land in Lexington, on 
which he built a house, which he rented for a 
In 1891 he was 
interested in the erection of the Medearis Cotton 


Gin, which he ran for three years, and whicl 
was probably the first gin built in Clevelans 
county. 

Mr. Medearis and Elizabeth Munger were 
married in Lawrence county, Ark., in Tees. 
Mrs. Medearis is a cousin of George Munecr, o 
Oklahoma county. Of this union there have 
been three children: James Clark, a farmer in 
Cleveland county; Mary, the wiie of Trank 


Boydstun; and John A. In political affiliation 
Mr. Medearis is associated with the Democratic 
party, but has never been an office-secker. In 
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: PORTRAIT AND: BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


the cause of education he has been much inter- 
ested, and helped to erect the first schoolhouse 
in Lexington township, at Willow View. Him- 
self and family are members of the Baptist 
Church, of which he is a deacon, and toward the 
support of which he is a generous contributor. 
He is deserving of great credit for the success 
which has come out of his efforts, and which is 
due entirely to his natural ability and capacity 
for work. Ile is one of the township’s most en- 


terprising and valued citizens and is esteemed 
for his many excellent traits of attainment and 
character, 





ON. A. J. BIDDISON. Enjoying the dis- 
tinctionof having opened the first law office 
and having the first case presented in the 

court of Pawnee, Hon. A. J. Biddison may justly 
claim precedence among the lawyers a this 
county-seat. But not upon such comparatively 
trivial matters does his reputation rest, though 
probably his alertness of mind and ability to 
seize opportunities are indicated by the instances 
cited. Naturally he is not slow in mastering the 
difficulties of any proposition, and, added to a 
comprehensive knowledge of the law, he is a 
speaker of considerable note, his arguments 
being advanced in a clear, earnest and convinc- 
ing manner. Fis service in the fifth general 
assembly of Oklahoma entitles him to the es- 
teem of the public, for he labored earnestly in 
the promotion of the interests of this future 
state, and fearlessly stood for whatever he be- 
lieved to be right and expedient. 

The paternal ancestors of A. J. Biddison were 
Enelish and Welsh. At an early date the Bid- 
disons were numbered among the colonists of 
Virginia, and in that state occurred the birth of 
our subject's grandiather and father. The 
former was one of the pioneers on the Musk- 
ingum River, in Ohio, there conducting and 
owning a mill and farm. The Rev. Jereniah, 
father of A. J. Biddison, was reared in Ohio and 
educated in Oberlin College. For several years 
he was connected with the Southern Ohio con- 
ference of the Methodist Protestant Church, but 
since 1866 has labored in Kansas in the Meth- 
odist Episcopal conference. He has held pastor- 
ates at Ottawa, Olathe, La Cygne, Spring Hill, 
Centralia, Troy, Havensville, and now is located 
at Holton. His wife, Drusilla (Hull) Biddison, 
was born in Ohio, and is of English descent. 
IIer ancestors took a prominent part in the carly 
American wars, and were honored citizens of 
New England. Tler paternal ¢randfather was a 
pioneer in Ohio, owning a farm near Cincinnati. 
Only two of the chile Iren born to Rev. Jeremiah 
Biddison and wife survive. One, Rev. Valida 
I, in imporia, Nans., served as chaplain of the 
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Twenty-third Kansas Infantry in the late Span- 
ish-American war. 

The birth of Hon. A. J. Biddison occurred 
June 6, 1864, in McConnellsville, Ohio, and from 
his third year he lived in Kansas. When four- 
teen years old he commenced earning at least a 
portion of his livelihood, and at a very early age 
was placed in charge of a school, for he was an 
apt student, much ahead of his years. Upon the 
twentieth anniversary of his birth he was grad- 
uated with the degree of Bachelor of Sciences 
in Baker University, and subsequently pursued 
special courses in civil engineering and mental 
science. He filled the chair of mathematics and 
mental philosohy in Carleton Institute, at Farm- 
ington, Mo., from 1884 to 1886, acquitting him- 
seli admirably y 

In November, 1885, the young professor took 
an important step in life, as he then married 
Miss Adelia Steele, in Coffeyville, Kans. She 
was born in Illinois and was reared in Cam- 
bridge, that state. Soon after his marriage Mr. 
Biddison embarked in a journalistic career, and 
for about a year owned and edited the Clay 
Center (Kans.) Argus, one of the largest news- 
papers published in the state—an eight-page, 
eight-column weekly. Then, selling out, he re- 
moved to Wellington, Kans., where he became 
a part owner of the Daily and Weekly Press, of 
which Jacob  Stottler was editor-in-chief. 
Eighteen months later he accepted a position as 
president of the Whittier College, at Salem, 
Iowa, and completed two school years there, 
resigning in June, 1890, in order to devote his 
attention to the practice of law. 

Settling in Coffeyville, Kans.,and being admit- 
ted to the local bar, Mr. Biddison was honored 
with election to the office of city attorney, serv- 
ing as such for two terms. September 16, 1893, 
he came to Pawnee, and in the following year 
was appointed United States Cominissioner. 
That office he held for eighteen months, and 
since 1895 has been the United States Court 
Conunissioner. Tle ranks well in the Pawnee 
County Bar Association and in the Territorial 
Bar Association, being district vice- president of 
the latter body. In 1898 he received the nomi- 
nation on the Republican ticket to the territorial 
council, and, though his party was in the minor- 
ity by about seven hundred, he was elected that 
year by a majority of cighty-nine votes. He 
was chairman of the investigating committee, 
and he also acted on the codification committee. 
Tle devoted much time and effort to the defeat- 
ing of needless legislation, and to the perfect- 
ing of the laws relating to banking and elections. 
any his generalship also must be attributed mitch 
of the honor of securing the Farmers’ Insurance 
law. In the Odd Vellows order he is a past 
grand of the Pawnee Lodge. 
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J. SHAFFER. While conducting an ex- 
tensive hardware business in the prosper- 
ous and growing city of Stillwater, Mr. 
Shaffer has ever been ‘mindful of the best inter- 
ests of the community, and has been connected 
with many of the most ambitious undertakings 
for its intellectual and material growth. Men of 


‘like ambition and enterprise have, from time 


immemorial, been the founders of the prosperity 
of their respective localities, and have seen, with 
clear vision, the latent possibilities within their 
borders. 

On his father’s farm in Indiana, where he was 
born in 1840, Mr. Shaffer grew to manhood, and 
was educated in the district schools. His 
parents, John C. and Sarah (Shaffer) Shaffer, 
although of the same family name, were not re- 
lated. They were born in practically the dawn 
of the century, 1803, in Pennsylvania and Vir- 
ginia, respectively. The father was a fariner and 
millwright, and in 1832 settled in Indiana, where 
the remainder of his useful life was Pee 

The early surroundings of Mr. Shaffer were 
akin to those of thousands of other farmer lads. 
He learned to be an excellent farmer, and availed 
himself to the utmost of the opportunities for 
observation. He was married on the 13th of 
June, 1861, to Nancy L. Nixon, a daughter of 
William Nixon. The same year the war broke 
out, and he enlisted in Company O, Thirty-first 
Indiana Infantry, at Anderson, Ind., and served 
for one year. He was eventually discharged at 
Camp Wickliffe, Kv. Upon returning to coiudi- 
tions of peace he engaged in the grain business 
at Lagro, Ind., and for three vears bought and 
shipped grain on the Wabash and Erie canal. 
This same occupation was continued after his 
removal to Des Moines, Iowa, the grain being 
shipped to Chicago. After a time he undertook 
to learn the carpenter’s trade; at which he 
worked for two years, and in 1871 removed to 
Franklin county, Neb., where ti homesteaded 
and proved up on a claim. After six years of 
residence thercon the place was sold. 

The next business venture of Mr. Shaffer was 
in the mercantile line, and the beginning of the 
occupation in which he has since been so suc- 
cessful. While running his hardware business he 
attained to considerable political importance in 
the neighborhood, and during his residence in 
Franklin county was the first probate judge 
elected by the Republican party. This position 
he was obliged to decline, owing to the demands 
upon his time from the pressure of business. In 
1885 he removed his hardware interests to Lane 
county, Kans., and while there was appointed by 
Governor Martin one of the organizers of the 
county, and in the followine fall he was elected 
one of the county commissioners. 

At the memorable opening of the territory in 


1889 Mr. Shaffer was among the thousands who 
practically demonstrated their faith in the unde- 
dicoeigs country. Ile built the first store in Still- 
vater, and from a comparatively small beginning 
ne evolved a business which required a struc- 
ture 25x140 feet in dimensions. He carrics the 
largest and most complete stock in the city and 
caters to a continually increasing trade. ‘The 
responsibility incident to the conduct of such 
large interests is ably shared by his son, Curtis 
D., who is his partner. The marriage of C. D. 
Shaffer occurred in 1882, and united him with 
Mamie Munhall, a daughter of T. and Anna 
Munhall. Oi this union there are three children, 
Harry, Ralph and Hazel, who are all at home. 
Mr. Shaffer has built and occupied a very de- 
sirable residence on Lewis street, in Stillwater. 
and also owns another residence, which he rents. 


‘In politics he has always been in touch with the 


Republican party since he cast his first presiden- 
tial vote for Abraham Lincoln. In 1893 he was 
elected to the territorial council and served for 
one term. He has also served as mayor of 
Stillwater. Fraternally he is a Mason, having 
joined the organization in 1864 in Indiana, and 
is a charter member of Frontier Lodge No. 6, 
at Stillwater. THe is also a member of the Grand 
Army of the Republic Post at Stillwater. For 
twenty years he was a member of the Christian 
Church, and has given much time and money to 
the support of the church and has been promi- 
nent in religious circles. 


M. ROBBINS, well known as lawyer, 
newspaper. correspondent and = mer- 

chant, came to Perry September 16. 

1893, and has since been identified with the best 
intellectual and material growth of the city. As 
an inheritance, he is endowed with the sturdy 
and reliable characteristics of the Scotch and 
English. lis ancestors, upon coming to Amer- 
ica, settled in Virginia, and were among the 
prominent pioneers of that locality. He was 
born in Lee county, Va., November 4, 1863, and 
is a son of Thomas and Elizabeth (Smith) Rob- 
bins, natives, respectively, of Virginia and Nen- 
tucky. Thomas Robbins was interested in agri- 
cultural pursuits, as was his father, Charles. * 
As fourth in a family of nine children, of 
whom seven are now living, W. M. Robbias re- 
ceived an exccllent home training on his father’s 
farm iit Virginia, and was educated until his 
nineteenth year at the public schools. Ile then 
turned his education to practical account and 
aught school for two years, after which he went 
to Texas and devoted two more years to teach- 
ine. Later he attended the normal school at 
Huntsville for two years. when he again engaged 
in teaching for four years. At the same tinie, in 
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clination and aptitude seemed to point to a pro- 
fessional career, and he undertook the study of 
law with Davis & Garnett, being admitied to 
the bar in May of 1893. During his vacations, 
while in educational work, he became interested 
in some outside matters, and in 1890 was census 
enumerator for the third district in Cook county, 
dex: 

Upon locating in Perry, in 1893, Mr. Robbins 
was appointed clerk of the police court, and con- 
tinued to hold the office for a year. He later 
served as clerk of the probate court for two 
years, and in 1896 was elected justice of the 
peace. <A later office was as engrossing and 
enrolling clerk in the legislature of 1899, of the 
fifth general assembly. In 1900 he entered the 
mercantile business in partnership with Mr. Tate, 
proprietor of the Golden Rule department store, 
on the east side of the square. 

After coming to Perry Mr. Robbins mar- 
ried Mary Swan, who was born in Hanover, 
Ind., and is a daughter of George Swan, a larg 
land owner in Indiana, where he died. Mrs. 
Robbins is gifted beyond the average as a 
scholar and artist, and was educated at Hanover 
College in Indiana, and at Monmouth College in 
Illinois, having graduated from the latter in 
1888. She is regarded as a great acquisition to 
the social and intellectual life of Perry, is a 
member of the Presbyterian Church, a member 
of the Progress Club, and ex-secretary of the 
Presbyterian Board of Missions. Mr. Robbins 
is affiliated with the Republican party and is an 
ardent upholder of its principles. He is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


ILLIAM MADISON ADAMS, who ren- 


dered invaluable service to the cause 


of the Confederacy through the Civil 
war, is one of the oldest contractors and 
builders of Oklahoma City, having settled here 


May 4, 1889. Torn in Baton Rouge, aiNio= 
vember 3, 1844, he is a son of Michael and Mary 
(Verdeau) Adams. THis grandfather, Michael 
Adams, was born in Germany, and, upon com- 
ing to ‘America, settled in Pe -nnsylvania, where 
he: followed farming. He was an officer in the 
Continental army during the Revolutionary war. 
Going with his family to Louisiana he became a 
planter in a sparsely settled district. Ile lived to 
reach the advanced age of eighty-seven years 
Michael Adams, Jr, was born at Easty sort, 
Pa., and was a soldier of the war of 1812, taking 
part in the decisive battle of New Orleans. He 
was a prominent planter near Baton Rouge, 
where he lived seventy years on one plantation, 
from the age-of two years until he sold the place, 
one year before his death, in 1861, at the age of 
seventy-three years. He married Mary Ver- 
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deau, who was born in Louisiana, and was a 
daughter of Valentine Verdeau. The latter was 
at one time an officer in the French army, and, 
upon coming to this country, became a planter 
of Louisiana, He participated in the war of 
1812, serving as captain under’ “Old Hickory” 
Jackson, and was wounded in the battle of New 
Orleans, from the effects of which he died. Our 
subject’s mother, who was the second wite of her 
husband, also died in Louisiana. Of the nine 
children born to her, three sons and two daugh- 
ters are now living. Michael Adams, a son of 
Michael Adams, by a former marriage, served in 
a Tennessee regiment in the Confederate army, 
and was wounded at the second battle of Manas- 
sas, dying shortly after. 

William Madison Adams, the youngest child 
of his pareuts, was reared on his father’s planta- 
tion, eight miles from Baton Rouge, and re- 
ceived his education in a private school and a 
boarding school at Bardstown, Ky. In the sum- 
mer of 1861 he enlisted in the Confederate army, 
in Company C, Fourth Louisiana Infantry, and 

participated in the rallevite important engage- 
ments: V icksbure, in 1862, when he sustained a 
broken leg by being hit by a ball; Pittsburg 
Landing, where a was wounded by being hit in 
the chest by a shell; Jackson, Miss., in 1863; 
Port Hudson, i 1863; Baton Rouge, where he 
received a severe wound in the right shoulder; 
and the first battle of Corinth. A part of his 
service was in the cavalry, but in the same regi- 
ment as before, and during the last two years ‘of 
the war he was a scout both east and west of the 
Mississippi river. He was captured and impris- 
oned at Fort Jackson, in New Orleans, and was 
released May 26, 1865. After the close of the 
war he engaged in stock- dealing in Louisiana 
until 1871, and then became identified with the 
International & Great Northern Railroad as a 
contractor... In,,1880, he went. to Little Rock, 
Ark., where he followed contracting and build- 
ing, and subsequently engaged in the same busi- 
ness successively at Fort..Smith, St. Louis, 
Memphis, Tenn., and Wichita, Kans. May 4, 
1889, he located at Oklahoma City, where he 
was among the first contractors and builders, 
and built some of the first residences. He hase 
erected many fine homes in different parts of the 
city and conducts a successful business. 

The marriage of Alr. Adams united him with 
Annie Gethridge, who born in Missouri. 
They are the parents of four children, as fol- 
lows: Lynne G:, Vera Altrura, Verne Gordon 
and Wilham Madison, Jr. Fraternally Mr. 
Adams is a member of the Woodmen of the 


Was 


World, and ts a Democrat in political affilia- 
tions. . He is a lieutenant of the camp of the 
United Confederate Volunteers at Oklahoma 
City. 
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REDERICK ADOLPH BUSE, a promi- 

nent architect and contractor, who has 

erected many of the buildings in E] Reno, 
is one of the enterprising and public-spirited 
citizens of his place. He was born July 9, 1844, 
in Germany, and is a son of Henry Buse, who 
was also born in Germany. 

The Buse family is of French origin, and our 
subject’s grandfather was in the Napoleon wars. 
Henry Buse contracted to furnish horses and 
supplies for the German government, but he 
died when our subject was a lad of ten years. 
By his marriage to Miss Louisa Eggert, who 
was born in Germany, and died in E Idora, Towa, 
aged seventy-three years, he had two_ sens, 
Henry, who is a mining contractor at Cripple 
Creek, Colo., and Frederick Adolph. He later 
received a good education, and then engaged in 
mechanical work, from which he drifted into 
bricklaying and architect work. 

Deciding to leave his native country for the 
one that offered the most advantages to the 
young and energetic foreigner, Mr. Buse came 
to the United States in 1866, and settled in Free- 
port, Ill., where he had relatives. In 1871 he 
sent for his family, and they arrived in Chicago 
a few days after the great fire. He then went to 
Lawrence, Kans., there he followed his trade 
as a contractor and builder, and, aiter being 
there three years, in 1875 he went to Eldora, 
Towa, where he became es of the Indus- 
trial School that was undergoing compiction. 
He was engaged on that buil ding two years, 
but he resided there five years, and during the 
last two years of that period was engaged in the 
insurance business. Going to Denver, Colo., 
from there, in 1878, he proceeded to Leadville, 
where he engaged in contracting and opened a 
merchandise store. He also invested consid- 
erably in mines, which proved disastrous. After 
having lived there for five years he went to 
Douglas, Wro.. where .he followed. his trade. 
Next, at Fort Rebineon he superintended the 
construction of a number of buildings. Five 
mouths later He went to Chadren, Neb., where 
he superintended the construction of a scliool 
building. and from there he returned to Fldora, 
Iowa. At Alliance, Neb., he helped lay out the 
town, but after that he returned to Eldora for 
the third time, and during his stay there he was 
married. After his marriage he returned to Al- 
liance, Neb., where he followed contracting and 
building until 1890, when he went to New 
Castle, Wvo. 

In February, 1891, Mr. Buse came to Ee! Reno, 
where he superintended the erection of the opera 
house block, and has since had charge of the 
erection Gf many of the business blocks in V1 
Reno. During the building of the Indian schouls 
in Oklahoma he served as government Inspector, 
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In 1891 he erected the Buse Block, which was 
built at a cost of $3,000 and was the fourth 
building erected in El Reno. In addition he 
owns other property here. Two days atter ivo- 
cating in FE} Reno he bought his present lot, anu 
as lot “jumping” was going on, he built a little 
frame shanty on his lot, in which he lived until 
fali. 

One of the substantial business men of |) 
Reno, in his effort to assist in the building Up of 
the city, Mr. Buse has gained many friends. In 
1898-99 he took a trip to the Honduras, where 
he prospected for gold, but, though he found 
many traces, they were not sufficient to warrant 
him to develop. 

Mr. Buse was married in’ Denver to Mliss 
Kate Kessebourg, a native of Franklin, Towa, 
but she died in Leadville, leaving three children: 
Archie, who resides in Camp Clark, Neb.; Ew- 
ing, who has charge of a ranch in Fowler, Colo.; 
and Alpha. In 1888 Mr. Buse married Miss 
Della Sprains, who was born in LaCrosse, Wis. 
Her father, Deidrich Sprains, was born in Mech- 
lenburg, Germany, and came to this country, 
settling in Wisconsin, whence he moved to El- 
dora, Iowa. Her mother, whose maiden name 
was’ Dora Stack, was also born in Germany, and 
her grandfather Stack was an old settler in Wis- 
consin. Mr.‘and Mrs. Sprains have three chil- 
dren: Mrs. Buse, Emily and Fred, who still 
reside at Eldora, Iowa, the latter being a grad- 
uate of the State Normal at Cedar Falls, Iowa. 
Mr. Buse has been a member of the Independ- 
ent Order of Odd Fellows for the past twenty- 
six vears, and is a charter member of Lodge No. 
7 of El Reno. He also belongs to the Macca- 
bees, andhis wife is a member and vice-president 
of the Rebekahs. In politics he is a stanch 
Republican of the Lincoln type. 


EV. JOHN C. POWELL. From his early 
manhood the subject of this article has 
been an carnest and effective worker in 

the Master’s vineyard, finding his greatest hap- 
piness in the noble task of promoting the cause 
of Christianity. He has been blessee in his 
endeavor to uphft humanity, and whereser he 
has gone his influence has been felt as a power 
for good. Many of his friends and sincere ad- 
mirers will enjoy a sketch of his carecr, and ac- 
cordingly the following facts have been gleaned 
in regard to the honored citizen: 
Born July 9, 1831, a son of Joseph and Sarai 
(Paul) Powell, he is a native of New Lisbon. 
Ohio, and was two years old when he was taken 
to Portage county, same state. Thence tlie fam- 
Ww removed to Wayne county, Ohio, where the 
father, a cabinet-maker by trade, purchase) a 


farm, Upon finishing lis studies in the country 
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schools, our subject taught in his own district 


for one term, and then became a student in 
Canaan Union Academy. Subsequently he went 
to Hiram College (then known as the Western 
Reserve Eclectic Institute), after which he again 
engaged in teaching. 

An important step in the life of Mr. Powell 
was his marriage, July 13, 1856, to Miss Jo- 
sephine C. Stauber, in Louisa county, Lowa. He 
had made her acquaintance in Wayne county, 
Ohio, and after his marriage resided in Louisa 
county, lowa, for some years. She was born 
in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, and is a daughter 
of Dr. C. Stauber. 

At the age of sixteen Mr. Powell was con- 
verted, becoming a member of the Church of 
Christ at Wooster, Ohio, and October 16, 1858, 
was ordained as a minister in the Disciples or 
Christian Church. For twenty-seven years he 
was actively occupied in preaching the gospel 
in different parts of Lowa, including Big Springs, 
Lancaster, Morning Sun, Springfield, 1 Paris and 
West Liberty, at the last-named place organizing 
a church. About two hundred persons* were 
taken into the membership of the churches over 
which he presided in Lowa. Then he settied in 
Liberal, Mo., where he preached the first ser- 
mon delivered in the town, and then he organ- 
ized a church at that point. Later, going to 
Sumner county, Kans., he carried on a farm and 
organized a congregation: near Milan, also oc- 
cupying the pulpits of different churches of that 
locality. During the five years which followed 
he resided in Cowley county, Kans., and, as for 
so many years before, preached and “did good 
as he had opportunity.” Leaving Kansas, he 
came to Cleveland county, Okla., to dwell seven 
vears ago. Buying: his homestead, the north- 
east quarter of section 31, township Io, range 4 
west, he commenced making good improve- 
ments, and since that time has develo ped a fine 
farm here. Never failing in his interest in the 
spreading of Christianity, he still does whatever 
he can, teaching and preaching, and putting 
into. daily practice the grand principles of the 
Great Teacher. 

In order to fit himself for his appointed life- 
work, Mr. Powell went to Hiram College (Gar- 
field’s Alma Mater) in 1867, and pursued a spe- 
cial course of study, attending lectures on the 


Bible. While there, he accompanied the other 
members of his class to Nelson Ledges, and 
there, on the great rock of that beautiful elen, 


the Freedmen’s Missionary Society was organ- 
ized under the leadership of Isaac Errett, editor 
of the “Christian Standard.” Mr. Powell voted 
first for Zachary Taylor, and identified himself 
with the Republican party at its organization, of 
late years being affiliated with the Prohibition- 
ists. 
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Fourteen children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Powell, and eleven of the number survive, hon- 
ored and upright citizens. The eldest, Joseph 
C., a successful physician, died at Portland, Ore., 
in his thirty-ninth year. Charles W., Artie J., 
William D., Gaylord H. and John C. (twiis), 
Maude and Harry Garfield live in this territory, 
the younger ones at home, and Charles Kh. in 
Oklahoma county. The eldest daughter, Mrs. 
Sarah C. Hanna, is the wife of a minister at New- 
ton, Iowa, and the next dauehter, Mrs. Eva 
H. Hurd, resides in Eugene, Ore. A son cied 
in infancy, and Frank A. departed this life in his 
eighteenth yéar, at Winfield, Kans. George I. 
is a business man of Fort Smith, Ark., and Hor- 
ace M. is a farmer and teacher. All are a credit 
to their honored parents, and the influences 
which surrounded them in childhood wili have 
a far-reaching power for good in their own iives 
and in the lives of those with whom they are 
associated, 


J M. SHARPLESS, M.D. From the humble 
. cabin of a ae farm have come many 
of the men who have achieved fame and 
fortune in the United States, and history has so 
often repeated itself in this respect that it is al- 
most proverbial that the farms furnish the ma- 
jority of the citizens of whom we are proud as 
a nation. Fora quarter of a century and more, 
the subject of this article has been a successful 
practitioner in his chosen field of usefulness, 
continually adding fresh laurels to his large 
store. He was born in a rude log cabin in 
Ohio, the humble house not even possessing a 
wooden floor. His father, John Sharpiess, a na- 
tive of England, came to the United States in 
his boyhood, and, with his parents, settled in a 
little-improved part of Ohio, where land was 
inexpensive. There he grew to maturity and 
chose Martha McNabb for his life’s companion. 
Their son, J. M:, was born in 1845, and eight 
years later the family removed to Greene county, 
Ind., where nine years were passed in agricul- 
tural pursuits. During the Civil war, in 1862, 
they settled in McLean county, Ill., where the 
children received better educational advantage 
After completing the curriculum of the district 
schools, Dr. Sharpless pursued a high-school 
course at Fairbury, devoting four years to the 
work, as required. He then went to DBlooming- 
ton, Ill., where he further fitted himSclf in spe- 
cial branches, in the normal school. During 
his residence in Fairbury he determined to em- 
bark in the medical profession, and in his leisure 
hours studied under the guidance of Drs. Rob- 
inson and Booth, of that place. In 1871 he en- 
tered the Missouri Medical College, at St. Louis, 
and then went to Montgomery county, Kans., 
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where he was engaged in practice tor about six 
years. In 1879 he was graduated from the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons at Keokuk, 
Iowa, which at that time was one of the best 
medical colleges in the middle states. He then 
resumed his professional labors in Montgomery 
county. When Sedan was made the county seat 
of Chautauqua county, Kans., he removed to 
that promising little city, and was actively occu- 
pied in practice until two years ago, when he 
settled in Perkins. He has steadily risen in his 
profession and enjcys a large and iucrative pat- 
ronage from the leading families of this s piace. 

In 1872 Dr. Sharpless married Miss Agnes 
R. Bradley, daughter of George and Martha 
Bradley, of Montsomery county, Kans. Their 
three children, John, M. “Madge and Edward L., 
are yet living at home, and are popular young 
people in social circles. Mrs. Sharoless is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and the other members of the family aid in the 
general work of the organization. ‘The doctor 
was a charter member of Sedan Lodge No. 141, 
I. O. O. F., of Sedan, Kans. In national elec- 
tions he has given his support to the nominces 
of the Democratic party. 


AT JONES, the owner of section 19, town- 
ship II, range 3, settled upon his present 
farm March 7, 1890, and has been actively 

‘engaged in tilling the soil ever since, being now 
recognized as one of the capable farmers of 
Greeley township, Oklahoma county. He is a 
native of Whitley. county, Ky., and a son of 
James and Vina Jones. 

Itham Jones, our subject's grandfather, was a 

native of South Carolina, and became one of the 
pioneer settlers of Kentucky. James Jones was 
also born in South Carolina, and was a iad of 
twelve years when his father moved to Ken- 
tucky. He remembered seeing his father have 
many skirmishes with the Indians. 
throughout his entire active career, he was very 
successful, and died in 1867. His wife, whose 
family name was Stanfield, was a native of Ken- 
tucky, and they had a family of thirteen chiidren, 
of whom nine are still living. 

Mat Jones resided on the old homestead in 
Kentucky until he settled in Oklahoma, and 
there he carried on farming and dealing exten- 
sively in cattle. He also owned and operated a 
grist and saw mill, which he sold in i&so, after 
operating tlie same lor faltscoreof' years, } Ele 
also disposed of his farm, and in Ok lahoma City 
lived until he had a house erected on his present 
farm. One hundred and ten acres of the land 
are under plow, principally in wheat and corn, 
and there is an orchard containing over two 
hundred fruit-bearing trees. In addition to gen- 
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eral farming he raises considerable stock, using 
most of his land as pasture and meadow. Dur- 
ing all the years he has made farming his oceu- 
pation he has met with a high degree of SUCCESS. 
He has many acquaintances in his township 
and is esteemed as a good neighbor ami citi 

In politics Mr. Jones i is a Republican, ani ie 
always lent his influence to furthering the jnter- 
ests of his party. In his native county in Ken- 
tucky he served a term as constable.  Retiv 
iously he and his family are members wf 1} 


Baptist Church. He married Miss M ary J. Ad- 


kins, by whom he has six children: Banner: 
Hiram Speéd; Henry Clay; George Quincy; 
Maggie, the wife of Thomas J. Patrick; and Mat 
Blaine. 


F. MOYER. Asa journeyman blacksmith 
in his younger days, Mr. Moyer saw a 
great many sides of life, and picked up a 
zreat deal of information during his travels in 
almost every state and territory in the Union. 
His principal stopping places were in Omaha, 
St. Joe and Kansas City, and for six years he 
worked at his trade in Atkinson, Holt county, 
Neb. Born in Cumberland county, Pa., Novem- 
ber 9, 1868, he is a son of Fred Moyer, who was 
‘a native of Hamburg, Germany, and upon com- 
ing to America settled in Pennsylvania. After 
a few eas he removed to Livingston county, 
Ill, and in 1879 went to Crawford county, Kans. 
He is now living in Fredericksburg, pee as is 
also his wife, who was formerly Catherine Zas SS, 
also a native of Germany. 

E. I. Moyer is the youngest in a family of 
three sons and one daughter. When only eight 
vears of age he began ‘to shift for himself, and 
finally drifted into learning the blacksmith’s trade 
at’ ‘Dwight, ~'Ill:’ ‘Alis apprenticeship lasted for 
eighteen months, after which began his extended 
journeyings over the continent. In 1891 he en- 
gaged as blacksmith for the Rock Island Rail- 
road, during the building of the road from Minco 
to Fort Worth. 

In April of 1893 Mr. Moyer resigned his posi- 
tion with the railroad and came to Oklahoma. 
Opening a shop in Guthrie, he operated it with 
a fair degree of success until September of the 
same year, when he permanently settled in 
Perry. On the afternoon of the 16th of Septem- 
ber he located on his lot, and the following Mon- 
day commenced to build his shop on BL street. 
In 1896 he purchased the site of his present 
business, and erected the building, which 1s 
25x150 feet in dimensions. In connection with 
his blacksmithing Sor he builds carriages, 
and the second story of his shop is used for that 
purpose. 

For some years after locating at Perry, Mr. 
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Moyer was the partner of H. C. Wallerstedt, the 
business being conducted under the firm name 
of Wallerstedt, Moyer & Co. Mr. Moyer has 
also dealt considerably in real estate, and owns, 
besides his comfortable and commodious resi- 
dence, seven other houses, which he rents. 

In Guthrie, Okla., Mr. Moyer married Bell 
Baker, a native of Kentucky. In politics he is 
a Republican, and, although not partial to office, 
has served his township in various capacities. 
For two years he was councilman from the third 
ward. He enjoys the confidence of all who 
know him and is accounted one of Perry’s most 
reliable and enterprising citizens. 


W. HOLLAND, M._D.,. is. successfully 
engaged in the practice of the medical 
profession in Oklahoma City. As a phy- 
sician, his many years of experience, combined 
with a superior training secured in medical col- 
leges, qualify him for the successful handling of 
the most complicated cases in general practice. 
Dr. Holland was born in Wayne county, N. C., 
January 24, 1855, and is of Scotch-Irish de- 
scent. He traces his ancestry back to the May- 
flower, his family early settling in the state of 
Massachusetts. His grtat-grandiather was a 
planter of North Carolina. His grandfather, 
Elisha Holland, who was born in Wayne county, 
N. C., and was a planter, served in the war of 
1812. West Holland, the father of our subject, 
was born in Wayne county, N. C., and for some 
years was a planter there. During the Civil war 
he served in the Confederate army with the 
eNorth Carolina Guard. In 1869 he settled in 
- Cowley county, Kans., where he took up a claim 
and lived until 1899. At that time he moved to 
Chandler, Okla., where he now leads a retired 
life. He was united in marriage with Sallie 
Grice, who comes of a prominent family of 
Wayne county, N. C. Thirteen children were 
born of the union, of whom eleven are now liv- 
ng, there being three sisters and three brothers 
in Oklahoma. Dr. C. G. Holland is a retired 
physician in Blackwell. C. C. Holland was an 
attorney-at-law at Guthrie for many years, but 
is now serving in the war department at Wash- 
ington,;D.;C. -A.,.€.. Holland was. the. second 
mayor of Perry, where he still resides. 

From North Carolina in 1869 A. W. Holland 
accompanied the family to Cowley county, 
Kans. He lived on the farm and attended the 
public schools. At the age of twenty-one ycars 
he began the study of medicine, assisting his 
brother, who was a practicing physician. After 
completing the course in the medical department 
of the University of Louisville he was gradu- 
ated, in 1880, with the degree of M. D. He en- 
gaged in practice in Cowley county, Kans., until 
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the opening of Oklahoma, when he went to 
kingfisher county, but, finding no suitable loca- 
tion, he drifted south, and early in May, 1889, 
settled in Oklahoma City, where he practiced for 
one year. Later, at Alderson, he practiced at the 
mines as local physician for the Choctaw Coal & 
Railway Company for one year, and in 1891 was 
appointed national physician for the Seminole 
Indians. He served as such for four years, and 
then, resigning, went to Durant, Choctaw Na- 
tion, and engaged in general practice until 1899, 
when he sold out. First in St. Louis, and then 
in New York, he took post-graduate courses, 
and in Mareh, 1900, iper a trip through Col- 
orado. Returning to Oklahoma City, as offer- 
ing the best opportunity for proiessional work, 
he has since continued here. 

In Omaha, Neb., Dr. Holland was united in 
marriage with Mrs. "Irene (Hendricks) Taflinger, 
who was born in- Scott county, Ind., and they 
have a daughter, Rhea Owen. By the former 
marriage of Mrs. Holland there is a son, Oliver 
Taflinger. Fraternally the doctor is a member 
of the “Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He 
is connected with the Texas \iedical Associa- 
tion, the Indian Territory Medical Association 
and the Oklahoma Medical Association. He 
was one of the original organizers of the first 
medical society in the territory, which was the 
Oklahoma City Medical Society. ; 


W. NEWMAN, M. D. In his capacity of 
resident physician at the Ponca agency, 
Kay county, Dr. Newman has not only 
been honored by official approbation, but has, 
as well, gained the appreciation of all who come 
within the radius of his skill. A native of Pen- 
dleton county, Ky., he was born in 1866, and 
was educated at the academy, and prepared for 
the junior year at Centre Colle lege... At an. early 
age he determinéd to devote his life to the med- 
ical profession, a calling for which he has shown 
decided aptitude, and for which he seems io be 
qualified by disposition and ability. His traming 
was received at the Medical College of Ohio, 
in Cincinnati, from Which he was gracuated 
after a three years’ course in the class of 1888. 
As a preliminary, Dr. Newman becanie piysi- 
cian for the Norfolk & Western Railroad in 
West Virginia, and in 1892 returned to his old 
home in Falmouth Ky. While there he took 
the examination for the Indian service, and, 
having proved his qualifications, was assigned 
to duty at the San Carlos Agency in Arizona. 
This order was later rescinded, and substituted 
by his appointment as physician for the Poncas 
and Tonkawas at Ponca Agency. December 1, 
1893, he entered upon his responsibilities, and 
has since resided at the agency. Wishing to 
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MRS. JENNIE M. JONES. 
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mittee that passed on the merits of those pupils 
who desired to enter the state university under 
the Rollins Aid Fund. In this capacity he was 
associated with the leading educators of the 
time, and it is needless to say that the ideas 
‘gained at the time have been inculcated into his 
methods of education. 

The financial depression of 1873 brought dis- 
aster to Mr. Pulliam, who, unfortunately, lost 
the greater part of the accumulation of years. 
Although possessing one hundred and forty 
acres of land, even his homestead was given 
to satisfy creditors. 

Of the children born to Mr. 
liam, four grew to maturity: Harry came to 
Oklahoma with his father in 1889, died in 
May of 1898, at the age of twenty-seven years; 
Percy married Florence Elliott, has one child, 
Thelma, and is a farmer in Woods county, 
Okla.; Earnest married Leona Cohee, and lives 
near his father; and May is now a teacher near 
Guthrie. Mr. Pulliam cast his first presidential 
vote for McClellan, in 1864.. At Guthrie, in 
1890, he helped to organize the Popuiist party 
in Oklahoma, and at that time was uppointed 
chairman of the territorial committee. In the 
fall of 1892 he was elected councilor trom the 
Ninth District to the second legislative assembly 
for a term of two years. He was the only Popu- 
list elected to the council, and served on three 
committees. He assisted in the organization 
of the house, and served as president pro tem., 
and as such signed the first bill passed by that 
legislature. He drew up, introduced and se- 
cured the passage of the bill known as Road 

sill No. 85, which was fought by a prominent 
Republican in both houses. 

In connection with the various other interests 
which have occupied his time and attention, Mr. 
Pulliam has been engaged in teaching nearly 
all the time, and taught one of the first schools 
under the federal appropriation, at Camp Rus- 
sell. He has taught three terms in his own dis- 
trict, having previously taught in every district 
in the township but one. Hie was reared in the 
Missionary Baptist Church, and now he and 
his family ae allegiance to this organiza- 
tion. He has long heen a deacon, having been 

ordained at Big Creek Church, Carroll county, 
Mo., in 1884. In 1874 he became a member 
of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, at 
Rocheport, Mo., and at Carrollton, Mo., filled 
all of the offices except receiver.. He also 
identified with the Masons, at Perkins, Lodge 
No. 37, and is a member of Guthrie Chapter No. 
6, R. A. M.; ‘and is an eighteenth-degree A. S. 
hk. M. 

At the beginning of the campaign of 1900 
in Oklahoma, Mr. Pulliam was chosen by the 
lusion forces chairman of the campaign com- 
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mittee of Logan county, and assisted in scoring 
a victory for most of their ticket, in spite of the 
odds arrayed against it. He is now deputy 
county clerk, having been appointed hy one of 
the successful candidates on that, ticket, J.B. 
Dobson, a neighbor and long-time friend. 


RS. JENNIE M. JONES was especially 

well known to the members of the Wom- 

an’s Relief Corps, in ee she served 
as department president of Oklahoma for some 
years, and until the time of her death. Coming to 
Oklahoma at the time of its opening, she set- 
tled, with her husband, Daniel W. Jones, on a 
farm in Cimarron township, Kingfisher county, 
afterward removing to the immediate vicinity of 
Dover, where her death occurred. 

As Miss Jennie McDonald, she was in girl- 
hood known and loved by relatives and friends in 
the city where she resided, Peoria, IIL She 
was a sister of Douglas and Alexander McDon- 
ald, Mrs. Lizzie Hanlon, Mrs. J. J. Higgins and 
Mrs. J. Kelly, all of whom reside in Peoria 
county. She was born in New Orleans, La., 
September 24, 1849, and August 15, 18709, she 
became the wife of Mr. Jones, with whom she 
spent a number of years on ranches in the Indian 
Territory, and then accompanied him to Kan- 
sas, making her home there until Oklahoma 
was opened. Her death occurred August Io, 
1894, and, besides her husband, two sons were 
left to mourn her loss, E. D. and Benajiah M. 

Upon the death of Mrs. Jones, the following 
order was issued from the headquarters of the 
Woman’s Relief Corps of Oklahoma: 


“The Woman’s Relief Corps of Oklahoma is 
called upon to bear the great loss of our be- 
lone ed sister and department president, Jennie 

I. Jones, who died at her home near Dover, 
oe 10, 1894. A noble woman, full of energy, 
with heart and mind devoted to the great princi- 
ples of our order, is gone, and in assuming com- 
mand of the department as senior vice-presi- 
dent, I hereby order that all the corps of this 
department drape their charters in mourning for 
the period of ninety days, in respectful remem- 
brance of our deceased sister, 

“(Signed) EMMA C. POMEROY, 
“Senior Vice-President. 


“Perry, Okla.” 


From an article written at the time of the 
death of Mrs. Jones, we quote the following: 
“The announcement of the death of Jennie M. 
Jones of Oklahoma will carry great sorrow to 
the hearts of many friends throughout this ter- 
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ritory and many states. Her death is not a sur- 
prise to many who have known of her condition 
for the six or eight weeks past, for it has been 
a hard fight with her during the whole of this 
time to keep. back the grim monster. At last 
she had to yield to his power, and now ail that 
is mortal of her has been consigned to the cold, 
dark grave, beneath the sod of the valley on the 
banks of the Cimarron river. 

“It is not my intention to write anything con- 
cerning the life of this noble woman, for an 
eulogy on her life is not needed; but I feei an 
irresistible impulse to say something concerning 
her; for in her death not only her loving hus- 
band and two affectionate boys and near neigh- 
bors feel her loss, but the whole country feels 
that the loss sustained is a general one. As 
president of the Woman’s Relief Corps of this 
territory, the members know best as to how she 
discharged the duties devolving upon her. One 
of her most prominent characteristics, the one 
that made her character most strong and most 
admirable to all good people, was her outspoken 
manner in defending the weak against injustice. 
Her syinpathy for the unfortunate oi all classes, 
her ability to make herself pleasant in any com- 
pany, and make those around her feel that it 
was good to be in her presence, have contributed 
to make her popular. 

“Though she is gone never to return; though 
her sparkling eyes and smiling countenance will 
nevermore beam, nor the cordial shake of her 
hand be felt, her influence will live in the mem- 
ories of all through life.” 


DWARD WILLIAM DISCHER, a suc- 

cessful contractor and builder, has been 

located in Oklahoma City since April, 1808. 
He was born in Monroe, Mich., November 7, 
1860, and is a son of Joseph and Mary A. (Zed- 
nick) Discher. His father was born in Wur- 
temberg, Germany, and at an early age learned 
the trade of a butcher. He came to. Anierica 
when a young man and settled in Monroe, Mich., 
where he engaged in the butcher business. After 
his marriage he located on a farm in Monroe 
county, twelve miles from Monroe, and has made 
his home on this property for over fifty years, 
being now over seventy years of age. In politics 
he is a Democrat, and in religious attachment a 
Catholic. He married. Mary A. Zednick, who 
was born in Bryn, Germany, and is now living. 
She is a daughter of Vincent Zednick, a native 
of Bohemia,who followed the trade of a butcher. 
He was married in Germany, and later brought 
his family to America, following his trade in 
Monroe, Mich., until the time of his death, at 
the age of eighty-cight years. Mrs. Discher is 


his only child. 


4 
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PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


Edward William Discher is the second in a 
family of twelve children, and was reared on the 
farm, learning the trade of a carpenter when a 
boy. He attended the public schools and as- 
sisted his father until 1880, when he entered the 
Northern Indiana Normal School, and tovk a 
course in stenography and typewriting in that 
institution, graduating in 1882. After six months 
at home he spent three months in Detroit, and 
located in Kansas City during the “boom” days. 
He held a position as stenographer and book- 
keeper for three months, then went to New 
Mexico, where he followed his old trade as a 
carpenter in the bridge and building department 
of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad. 
He was with that road eight years, his district 
being from Albuquerque to Barstow, Cail., a 
distance of nine hundred miles. After his mar- 
riage he settled in Albuquerque, and followed 
his trade two years, at the end of which time he 
removed to Mount Vernon, Ill, entering the 
shops of the Mount Vernon Car Manufacturing 
Company as a contractor. For eight years he 
continued to manufacture cars there. During 
that time over ten thousand freight cars were 
built, and an average of seven hundred and fifty 
men employed. He was very successful in the 
business, but his health failed and he was obliged 
to give it up. He came to Oklahoma City in 
April, 1898, and has since been engaged in con- 
tracting and building here. He has met with 
good results and has put up some very fine 
buildings, including the residences of Dr. J. G. 
Street, Mrs. Allison, four for Mr. Blakeney, and 
the Empire Steam Laundry. 

At Albuquerque, N. M., Mr. Discher was 
united in marriage with Edna Allington, who 
was born in Peoria, JIL, and is a daughter of Ed- 
ward and Lizzie Allington, both natives of Ing- 
land. Her father was born in Staffordshire, and 
upon coming to this country first located at New 
York, and then at Peoria, Ill. He was a black- 
smith by trade, and was foreman in the railroad 
shops there eleven years. He next moved to 
Albuquerque, where he spent two years in the 
shops of the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad, and 
then returned to Illinois. He is now a resident 
of Oklahoma City. Fraternally Mr. Discher is 
a member of the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen. St. Joseph’s Catholic Church re- 
ceives his loyal support. In politics he supports 
the principles advocated by the Democratic 
party. 


B. LEVY, one of the leading merchants and 

. -business men of Guthrie, is proprictor of the 
Bee Hive clothing store, which is patron- 
ized largely by the citizens throughout this sec- 
tion of the county. Mr. Levy was born in Chi- 
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cago, Ill., September 27, 1858, and is a son of 
Louis and Pauline (Schiller) Levy. His father 
was born in Neustadt, Germany, and after his 
marriage came to this country in 1848, settling 
in New York City. In 1851 he removed to Chi- 
cago, Ill, where he engaged in business as a 
clothing merchant until 1895, when he died at 
the age of sixty-nine years. He married Pauline 
Schiller, who was born in Krutterschein, Ger- 
many, and now resides in Chicago. Four chil- 
dren were born to them, namely: Mrs. H. Lew- 
insohn, of Chicago; I. B., our subject; James, 
who lives in Chicago; and Mrs. H. Herbst, of 
Chicago. 

Reared in Chicago, Mr. Levy received his ed- 
ucation in the public and high schools there, of 
which he is a graduate. In 1878 he settled in 
Newton, Kans., and clerked in a clothing store 
until 1882, when he established a similar line of 
business in Kingman, Kans. He continued in 
that town until 1890, and was also interested in 
the drug business there for a few years. In the 
fall of 1890 he located in Guthrie and opened 
the Bee Hive clothing store on Second street, 
where he continued until 1894, and then opened 
the Levy Bee Hive clothing store at No. 122 
West Oklahoma avenue. The store is 25X100 
feet in. dimensions and is stocked with a com- 
plete line of men’s and boys’ clothes, gents’ fur- 
nishings, etc. In his business enterprises he has 
been prospered. An enterprising citizen, and 
deeply interested in the development of the city, 
he was one of the incorporators of the Guthrie 
Commercial Club, and served on the first board 
of directors. Since coming to Guthrie he has 
erected a residence at No. 722 Cleveland ave- 
nue. 

At Emporia, Kans., in 1892, Mr. Levy was 
united in marriage with Serena Goodhart, who 
was born in Paducah, Ky., and is a graduate of 
Osage Mission convent in Kansas. They have 
one daughter, Bertha Lillian. Fraternally Mr. 
Levy is a member of Guthrie Lodge No. 2, 
A. F. & A. M.; Oklahoma Consistory No. 1; 
and India Temple, N. M. S., of Oklahoma City. 
Identified with the Knights of Pythias, he 1s 
past chancellor, and served as representative in 
Kansas and Oklahoma a number of times. The 
Order of Elks, and United Workmen, also num- 
ber him among their members. In politics he is 
a Democrat. 


LEXANDER SANDERSON. Into the 

life of Mr. Sanderson has been crowded 

much of interest, change and undertaking 
that lend breadth and solidity to an existence 
reaching’ out beyond the three-score and ten 
indication. 


1035 


Born in Brown county, Ohio, June 1, 1829 
he comes of an old and distinguished family, 
that located in Illinois in 1850. His father, John 
Sanderson, was a native of Pennsylvania, and 
died in 1833. His mother, Rebecea (Barrett) 
Sanderson, was born in 18or and died in 1884. 
After her husband’s death, she was married to 
David Henderson, who died in Ohio. e had 
three sons and two daughters, of whom Thomas, 
Mary and Sarah are dead; James is a farmer 
living in Henderson county, III. 

Alexander Sanderson led an uneventful ex- 
istence until 1861, when, with several companies 
of soldiers, he departed from Galesburg, ill., 
for St. Louis, where he enlisted in the Fifty- 
ninth Ilinois Infantry as a private. He was pro- 
moted to be second sergeant in October, 1861; 
first sergeant, in 1862; second lieutenant, in Jan- 
uary, 1863: and in October, 1864, he received 
a commission as first lieutenant, on which he 
wrote “Not accepted,” and returned the saine to 
the adjutant-general of Ilinois. In December, 
1864, he refused a commission as captain, and 
in February, 1865, he again refused to accept a 
captain’s commission. After being mustered 
out of the service, he was given a complimentary 
captain’s commission. His war experiences were 
of a most interesting nature, and as d par- 
ticipation in the battles of Pea Ridge, Perry- 
ville, Stone River, Chickamauga, ao ouk 
Mountain, and through the whole Atlanta cam- 
paign, which lasted ninety -two days, ae during 
which they were under fire the entire tim After 
the siege of Atlanta, he came back with Thom as’ 
army and engaged in the battles of Frankfort 
and Nashville. Not content with all this expe- 
rience, he joined the Fourth Army Corps and 
went to Texas, and reached the Rio Grande, 
but when Maximilian was killed France with- 
drew the troops from Mexico. Soon afterward 
he was mustered out at Sprineficld and returned 
to his home in Illinois, his discharge dating Jan- 
uary 13, 1866. 

May 31, 1850, Mr. Sanderson married Cin- 
dilla Edwards, who died in March, 1863. She 
left two children: Luella, now Mrs. Ecdward 
Pease, who resides in Crawford county, Kans. : 
and Oscar, who married Alice Foster and is a 
farmer and stock-raiser in Colorado. 

January /16, ‘1866, Mr. Sanderson married 
Esther E. Foster, of De Kalb county, Ill. Her 
family c came originally from Ohio, and settled 
in IJllinois in 1835. Of this union there are six 
children: Anna is the wife of Joseph Cowley, 
and is a music teacher living in Crawford county 
Kans.; Arthur W. mar ried Minnie Goodniecht, 
has two children, I‘dith and Alex., Tr., and lives 
in Crescent township, Logan county, Okla. ; 
Lucy is married to C. B. Fail, has two children, 
Gladys and Elizabeth, and lives in Crescent 
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township; Frank W. married Vonnie Good- 
night, and has one son, Frank, Jr.; Con’ A., 
the youngest son, is at home, ‘and works his 
father’s farm; Zella, the youngest daughter, is 
also at home. 

After his marriage, Mr. Sandersoi went to 
Missouri from Illinois, and remained there for 
three years. Next he settled in Crawford county, 
Kkans., where for nineteen years he engaged in 
agriculture. On the memorable 22nd of “April, 
1889, he made the run to the territory, settling 
on the southwest quarter of section 5, township 
17, range 4, Logan county. At the time of pre- 
emption the land was heavily timbered, but out 
of disorder has come a farm that has no superior 
in the township. For completeness of deiaii, 
finish and scientific management, it resembles 
some of the very old and wealthy farms of the 
east. The timber has given place to beautiful 
orchards and vineyards, and barns and out- 
houses. There are one thousand peach trees, 
six hundred and forty apple trees, and ninety 
plum trees. In 1897 Mr. Sanderson bougnt the 
northeast quarter of section 7, township 17, 
range 4, which is also improved and under a 
high state of cultivation. 

In politics Mr. Sanderson is a Republican, 
his first presidential vote having been cast for 
Scott. He has been justice of the peace in 
Crescent township for two years. A Mason of 
high degree, he has belonged to the order for 
forty years, ‘having joined in Knoxville, Il. 
He assisted to organize Crescent Lodge No. I1, 
A. F. & A. M., at Crescent City, and was the 
secretary from 1892 until 1899. He is also a 
member of the Anti-Horse Thief Association. 
Ie and his family are members of the Christian 
Church. 


OHN W. SHARTEL, who has been a most 
important factor in establishing the unwrit- 
ten or common law of Oklahoma Territory 

as it is to-day recognized by the judiciary, is 
a citizen of Oklahoma City and has attained 
wide prominence in the practice of his profes- 
sion. In addition to a very large clientage, he 
is general attorney for the Choctaw, Oklahoma 
& ‘Gulf Railroad. 

Mr. Shartel was born near Meadville, Pa., 
May 1, 1862, and is descended in the sixth gen- 
eration from Bernard Scherdel. The family 


name was originally spelled Scherdel, later 
changed to Schertel, then Shartle, and finally 
changed by our subject’s father to Shartel. Join 


Shartel, the great-great-grandfather of our sub- 
‘ject, was born in 1738. The next in line of de- 
scent 1s Daniel Shhartel, who was born August 
15, 1776. He laid out the town of Shartlesville 
LDerks county, Pa., where he built and operated 


‘tutky. 
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the Shartle Furnace. John Shartel, the grand- 
father of our subject, was born at Shartlesville, 
Pa., but in 1827 settled near Meadville, in the 
Holland Grant, where he bought and clcaresd) a 
farm... He was the father of D. E. Shartel, 

was born at Meadville, Pa. and engaged in 
farming near that place. The latter served as 
corporal in the One Hundred and Ninety-ninty 
Pennsylvania Infantry during the Civil war. Jn 
1866 he removed to Novelty, Knox county, Mo., 
but in 1873 went to Wauneta, Chautauqua 
county, aa and engaged in farming. lor 
several terms he served as county sunerintend- 
ent of scliools, then as editor of the Sedan 
Lance, after which he returned to his farm near 
Sedan, In politics he was formerly a Repub- 
lican, but is now a Populist. He married Mary 
Wiley, who was born at Rushville, Ind., aid is 
a daughter of Wilford Wiley, a native of Nen- 
The family is of Irish extraction, and 
at an early date settled in Virginia, and iater 
in Kentucky. Seven children, all of whom are 
living, blessed this union, namely: C. AL, a 
broker of Nevada, Mo.; John W.; Mrs. Nora 
Williams, of Newkirk, Okla.; Ella, the wife of 
T. B. Ferguson, editor of the Republican 
at Watonga, Okla.; Dora, wife of G.°W. Fin- 
ley, of Sedan, Kans.; Mark, who lives in Kan- 
sas; and Vernie, who is at home. 

John W. Shartel was reared in Missouri and 
Kansas, and received his preliminary cducation 
in the district schools. He then taught schoo! 
unti! he was of age, receiving a second-grade 
certificate at the age of twelve years, in ee 
He began teaching in the fall of 1877, in Chau- 
tauqua county, Kans., and continued there untii 
the fall of 1881, when he entered the Kansas 
Agricultural College, at Manhattan. lrom that 
institution he was graduated in- 1884, with a 
degree of B.S. Before going to college he had 
read law at home, and continued his readings 
during his college course. He then went to 
‘Topeka, Kans., where he studied with the Arm 
of Welch, Lawrence & Welch, and in June, 188s, 
was admitted to the bar. He continued in that 
city until July 1, 1886, then returned to Sedan, 
Kans., where he engaged in practice. In the 
fall of 1886 he was elected county attorney on 
the Republican ticket,and served in that capacity 
until January, 1889, when he declined to be a 
candidate for re-election. re aie to care 
for a large practice there until July 1, 1890, he 
then formed a partnership with Willian P. 
Hackney and Henry FE. Asp, the firm name 
being Hackney, Asp & Shartel, which continued 
until the fall of 1890, when Mr. Shartel pur- 
chased the interests of his partners and contin- 
ued alone at Winfield, Kans. Subsequently he 
took into the business Charles L. Browia and 
J. RX. Cottingham, the firm name being Shartel, 
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JOSIAH BITTNER, 


Cushing. 
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Brown & Cottingham, and they practiced at 
Winfield and Arkansas City. This firm existed 
until March 1, 1892, when Mr. Cottingham 
moved to Guthrie, Okla; Mr. Hackney returned 
to Winfield and became a member of the firm, 
the title becoming Hackney, Shartel & Brown. 
In December, 1892, our subject left the firm and 
located at Guthrie, Okla. where he formed 
partnership as a member of the firm of Asp, 
Shartel & Cottingham. They commanded a 
large practice there and continued together until 
October, 1898, when Mr. Shartel withdrew and 
came to Oklahoma City, where he became local 
attorney for the Atchison, Topeka & Santa le 
Railroad. He continued in that capacity until 
January, 1900, when he resigned. In Novem- 
ber, 1899, he was appointed g general attorne y for 
Oklahoma of the Choctaw, FOlklatoma & Gulf 
Railroad, and continues as such. He also has 
a large eeneral practice, and is located at No. 
120 Grand avenue. : 

March 24, 1888, Mr. Shartel was united in 

marriage with Effie Woods, who was born at 
Scales “Mound, Ill., and is a daughter of Curtis 
Woods, who settled in Randolph, Kans., in 1860. 
She eraduated from the Kansas Agricultural 
College in 1886, with the degree of B.S. They 
have two children: Burke and Kent. Mr. Shar- 
tel is a member of the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen, the Territorial Bar Association, of 
which he was president two years, and the Com- 
mercial Club. Religiously he is a Presbyterian. 
In political affiliation he is an unsw erving sup- 
porter of the Republican party. 


OSTARMBITINER: Tela is doubtful if any of 
the pioneers of the flourishing town of Cush- 
ing, with its fertile surrounding country, and 

thrifty, enterprising farmers, have been more 
closely identified with this especial nook of prom- 
ise than has Mr. Bittner. As one of the firm 
of Bittner & Alles, proprietors of the Cushing 
Roller Mills, he has been a developing medium 
of substantial proportions, and rendered possible 
the raising of enormous quantities of corn, 
wheat, cotton, cattle and hogs. It is estimated 
that as the immediate results of their well-con- 
ducted enterprise, a half million busheis each of 
corn, wheat and cotton are annuaily raised a 
the vicinity of its operations, and for weeks a 

a time from one hundred and fifty to two Arie 
dred hogs a day are marketed. The machinery 
comprising the mill was secured at great ex- 
pense and under discouraging natural disadvan- 
tages, being hauled over a roadless and bridge- 
less country for a distance of fifty-five miles. 
The boilers and engines were brought from Sa- 
pulpay and it was often necessary to grade the 
road, and to use block and tackle, to puil the 
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‘ponderous weight over gulches and up steep 


inclines. 

The life of one who has so materially foreseen 
the requirements of his adopted town is naturally 
of interest to those who would be benefactors 
of their localities. Mr. Bittner is a native of 
Canada, where he was born in 1860. His suc- 
cess may be attributable to the sturdy strength 
of mind and body so often associated with the 
sons of the north, and to the thrift and honesty 
of purpose inherited from his German ancestors. 
His father, Henry, and his mother, Mary (Alles) 
Bittner, were born in the Hessian province, Ger- 
many, and upon coming to America located in 
Canada, in 1845. They were farmers during 
the years of their activity, and in 1860, after the 
birth of their son, Josiah, removed to Michigan, 
and settled in Osceola county. There, on a farm, 
Josiah grew to manhood, and received his edu- 
cation in the public. schools and at the high 
school at Napiersville. He lived at home unti! 
thirty-five years of age, and, after completing 
his education, learned the milling and millwrigh: 
trade at Reed City, Mich. While living at the 
latter place, he was united in marriage with Lu- 
cinda Bonesack, of Lapier county, Mich., and < 
daughter of Joseph and Mary Bonesack. Of 
this union there are four children: Siron, Ce- 
lesta, Ervin and Mildred. All of the children 
were born in Michigan, and are living at home. 

In 1895 Mr. Bittner came to Oklahoma anid 
bought forty acres of land in Union township, 
Payne county, where he at once began the erec- 
tion of a flour and feed mill, of seventy-five bar- 
rels’ capacity. He also built a cotton gin, and 
has. ever since successfully operated both. Mr. 
Bittner has also built two residences on his 
place, the other one being occupied by his part- 
ner and brother-in-law, Mr. Alles. 

In national politics Mr. Bittner is a Repub- 
lican and has always voted the Republican ticket. 
I'raternally he is associated with the Masonic 
order, and with the Knights of Pythias, at Reed 
City. With his wife, he is a member of the Ger- 


man Evangelical Association. 
VV . railroad circles, had the distinction of 
opening the office of the Frisco Railroad 
in Oklahoma City and the station on the fron- 
ticr between Sapulpa and Oklahoma City, Oc- 
tober 14, 1898. He is now serving as agent for 
the same company in the latter city. 
Mr. Vickers was born in Girard, Crawford 
county, Kans., and is of Inglish descent. mee 
family was established in Maryland at an car! 
day, and the grandfather of our subject was a 
well-known  stockman of Cumberiand. [fe 
served from West Virginia in the Civil war, with 


A. VICIXKERS, who is well known in 
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the rank of first lieutenant. He was living at 
Parkersburg, W. Va., at the time of his demise. 
Hon. A. J. V ickers, the father of our subject, was 
born at “Wheeling, W.oVa.> During the Civil 
war he served from West Virginia, being in 
the army for four vears, and held the rank of 
first lieutenant at the time of his discharge. 
He was twice wounded in battle. In 1865 lhe 
went to Missouri, and two years later ta Craw- 
ford county, Kans., where, in Marci: of 1867, 
he opened,a store. After aving conducted that 
business until 1879, he removed to Ellis county, 
Kans., where he served for four years as re- 
ceiver of the United States land office at Hay 
Te then returned to Girard, Kans., but vee 
conducting a store there for one year, went to 
Pittsburg, the same state, where he carried on a 
store, meeting with good results. 

In 1900 A. J. Vickers came to Oklahoma City, 
Okla., and has since engaged in the real-estate 
business. During his residence in Kansas he 
served three terms as representative from Craw- 
ford county in the state legislature. He 1s a 
member of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
His wife, Maggie McIntosh, was born in Dodge- 
ville, Wis., and is of Scotch ancestry. Her 
father, Robert AIcIntosh, was born in Ohio 
and at an early day settled in Wisconsin, being 
a merchant of Dodgeville. He then moved to 
Lecompton, Kans., and still later to Girard, 
Kans., where he resided at the time of nis death. 
He served as probate judge for many years, and 
also engaged in the practice of law. While in 
Ohio during the Civil war he enlisted for service 
and went to the front. 

The only son and oldest of four children 
born to his parents, W. A. Vickers was born Au- 
gust 21, ie, and was reared in Girard, Hays 
City, Arad Pittsburg, Kans. He attended the 
public schools and the Pittsburg high school, 
from which he was graduated in TS80. He was 
then identified with his father’s business until 
December, 1890, when he entered the employ 
of the Frisco Railroad at Pittsburg. Although 
he began at the very bottom, by careful atten- 
tion to his work and faithfulness to the com ipany 
employing him, he received merited promotions 
from one position to another until he was iiiade 
agent. He was agent at Pittsburg from 1895 
to 1896, and at Galena until August. t898, when 
he was sent to the new extension of the road in 
Oklahoma, and opened the station between Sa- 
pulpa and Oklahoma City, October 14, 1808, 
alse organized the forces emploved there. ‘rom 
March until September 1, 1890, he was stationed 
at Fort Smith, Ark., as agent. He then returned 
to Oklahoma City and has since served as local 
agent for the conipany. An enterprisme citizen 
and capable official, he is popular both with the 
railroad men and the people in general. He has 


. born to his parents, is a native 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


erected several fine residences in Maywood Ad- 
dition. 

At Topeka, Kans., Mr. Vickers was united in 
marriage with Ethel Ireebom, who was born 
at Kingman, Kans., and is a graduate vi the 
Topeka high school. They are the parenis 
one child, Mil Idred. Mr. Vickers joined the Ma 
sonic fraternity at Pittsburg, Kans., and 1s sti! 
ra 


a member, belonging to the Cl 1apter, R. 
and commandery, Ky TG. tat @Pittsbure’ “Ararat 
Temple, N. M.'S., of Kansas City, Mo. The 


Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and the 
Hoo Hoos also number him among their mem- 
bers. He is a Republican in politics and is a 
member of the City Club, being on the adver- 
tising committee. Religiously his wife is a niem- 
ber of the Episcopal Church. 


ON, WiLLIAM UIA EVANS, MoD, “One 
of the stanchest friends of Oklahoma 1s the 
gentleman of whom the following iines 

are penned, and though his residence here dates 
back only four years, he has abundantly proved 
his firm belief in the great future state. When 
a citizen of Jones City he was untiring in secur- 
ing improvements for the inhabitants, and 
changes for the better were effected. His home 
is now in Cordell, Washita county. 

As his surname indicates, Mr. Evans is of 

Welsh descent. Two brothers bearing the pa- 
tronymic crossed the Atlantic at an early period 
and took up their abode in North Carolina. The 
paternal great-grandfather and the grandfather 
of the doctor were reared in Tennessee. Iiis 
father, James W. Evans, was a native of Mis- 
souri, and in 1850 crossed the plains in the hope 
of becoming rich by mining in the gold ficlds of 
California. He soon abandoned the idc sa, how- 
ever, and sought a livelihood in the regular lines 
of employment. For eighteen years he was the 
editor and proprietor of a daily newspaper, pub- 
lished at Stockton, Cal., and at the end of that 
period returned to his old Missouri home. He 
was the author of a work that found favor 
with the public. During the administration 
of President Grant he was appointed deputy 
cashier, under his brother, who was cashicr of 
the United States land office at Boonville, Mo., 
and while acting in that capacity he died in 1872. 
In political principle he was a Democrat, and 
chempioned the rights of the people in a mas- 
terly way, though he was fair and just, and not 
an unreasoning partisan. His wife, who diced 
in Pope county, Ark., was Calidonia Nichols 
in her girlhood, and Giles county, Tenn., was the 
place of her birth. 

Dr. William A. Evans, who was the only child 
of Pope county 
Ark., the date of his birth being March 21, 1840. 
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He was reared in Missouri, and received a lib- 
eral education. When he had arrived at an 
age where he must decide upon his vocation in 
life, he chose the career of a physician, and_mas- 
tered the theoretical science in the St. Louis 
Medical College, where he had the degree of 
Doctor of Medicine bestowed upon him. In 
1887 he located at Faulkner's Gap, Fau:kner 
county, Ark., a town situated about fourteen 
miles north of Little Rock, and after devoting 
tiree years to the practice of his profession 
there he removed to Marshall, Ark., where he 
remained until 1893. During the ensuing three 
years he was established in Carrolton, Carroll 
county, Ark., and in 1896 came to Oklahoma. 
Here he settled upon a small farm in the “Seven 
C. Flat” district, in Springer township, and grad- 
ually without effort, won the regard oi the peo- 
ple and his medical services came into demand. 
In 1889, when Jones City was instituted, he cast 
in his lot with her residents, and built the hand- 
somest residence in the place. In addition to 
carrying on his medical work, he was intercsted 
in the buying and shipping of wheat produced in 
this region, his chief purchasers being Lang- 
berg Brothers, of St. Louis, Mo. Several of the 
leading insurance companies employ him as 
medical examiner. In 1900 he removed to Cor- 
dell, in this territory. 

The Republican party finds in the doctor an 
influential factor, for, after thoroughly studving 
the merits of the two great parties of this coun- 
try, he departed from his early training and de- 
cided in favor of the party mentioned. \Vhile 
a resident of Carroll county he was honored by 
being elected to the house of representatives in 
the Arkansas legislature, the fusion ticket of 
Republicans and Populists uniting upon him a 
a suitable person to stand for the weljare of th 
people. Needless to say, he justified their confi- 
dence, and, needless to say, he loyaliy upnolds 
the platform and policy of his progressive party. 
A member and clerk of the school board, he 
gave his influence to the important task of se- 
curing good school advantages. He has been 
affiliated with the Masons and Odd Fellows, but, 
owing to his removal from the towns where his 
membership was held, he is not now an active 
worker in their interests. 

In 1877 the doctor married Fannie B. Rey- 
nolds, and six children bless their union, namely 
Dell, J.,. May, Henry ‘H., Wille W..,‘Clyde and 
Dostha.,,.The oldest; Dell ji) twenty-two vears 
of age, has a good education, and taught in the 
public schools of Carroll and Madison counties, 
Ark., from his fifteenth year until recently, but 
now is bookkeeper and salesman for a firm 
in Jones, Okla. 

Dr. William A. Evans is now living in Cor- 
dell, the county seat of Washita county, Okla., 
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where he has good property, a good practice 
and is examining physician of the Insane Board 
of Washita county. 


EORGE WILSON, who, during the course 
of his long and industrious life was en- 
gaged in various occupations, to all of 

which he brought a conscientious and painstak- 
ing application, spent the last years of his life on 
the southwest quarter of section 14, township 9, 
range 3 west, Cleveland county. In no sense 
could his life be called a narrow one, for he saw 
much of. the world and learned to understand and 
appreciate human nature. 

Of Trish descent, the parents of Mr. Wilson 
came from Ireland and settled in New York 
City during the early part of the century, and 
here their son George was born July 18, 1838. 
They became discontented with their prospects 
in America, and, after a time, returned to their 
native land, and engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits. George Wilson was reared to an apprecia- 
tion of the dignity and usefulness of an agricul- 
tural life, and received a good education in the 
public schools. After he became grown his ex- 
istence took on an element of interest and ad- 
venture, for he joined the English army, and 
served that country for five years. During this 
time he served with courage in the Crimean war, 
the incidents of which he was ever fond of re- 
lating. About the time of the close of the Civil 
war he determined to return to America, and, 
upon arriving in the States, located in Grayson 
county, Tex., where he worked at his trade of 
stone-mason, which he had learned in Ireland 
before joining the army. He rapidly forged his 
way to the front, and in time became a contractor 
of stone work, and operated successively in Den- 
ison, Fort Worth and Houston, Tex. 

While living in Grayson county, Mr. 
met his future wife, Maggie Chriswell, 
married March 24, 1874. Mrs. Wilson was born 
in Georgia, and is a daughter of Charles and 
Martha (Kyle) Chriswell, who went to Texas 
about 1872, where their daughter received a good 
comimon-school education. After his marriage 
Mr. Wilson continued to live in Grayson county 
until the fall of 1889, and then settled on the 
claim in Cleveland county, where he died March 
12, 1899. The farm has since been managed by 
the family, and is a well-improved and profitable 
investment. The buildings and appliances are 
modern and convenient, and general farming and 
stock-raising is carried on. 

Mr. Wilson was a Republican in national polt- 
tics, but never aspired to office of any kind. Ie 
was a helpful and respected member of the com- 
munity in which he lived, and was an influene 
for good in all of his relations with life. To Mr. 
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and Mrs. Wilson were born five children, viz.: 
George, who was born March 18, 1876; John, 
February 2, 1878; Octavia, in 1880; Edward, 
February 15, 1883; and Mary. All of the chil- 
dren were born in Texas. ; 


UBERT REDING. Farming has beei the 
chief pursuit of Mr. Reding throucnout 
life, and in it he has attained success, and 

to-day, within the borders of Oklahoma county, 
a more prominent and influential agriculturist 
cannot be found. He engages in farmi ing ona 
large scale, having four” hundred and eighty 
acres now under cultivation, of which three hun- 
dred and thirty-five acres are devoted to the rais- 
ing of wheat, and his highly cultivated farm 


lies in Greeley township. He was born nea 
Buffalo, N. Y., in Wyoming county. His iather, 
Henry Reding, a native of Luxemburg, Ger- 


many, emigrated to this country in 1834, and 
settled near Buffalo, N. Y., in the village of Shel- 
don, where he followed the shoemaker’s trade, 
in connection with farming. Afterwards he 
moved to Goodhue county, Minn., where he 
later retired, and where he died at the age of 
seventy-cight years. He married Katherine 
Weber, whose parents were born in Germany, 
and they had eleven children. She died in Buf- 
falo, N. Y., aged seventy years. 

Hubert Reding was reared and educated in 
his native town, and until he was twenty-six 
years of age resided there, following the occupa- 
tion of a farmer. He then went to Belvidere, 
Goodhue county, Minn.,. where at first he car- 


ried on farming and worked as a stonemason. . 


In later years he dealt in blooded horses and 
imported several fine stallions from Belgium. 
He resided in Goodhue county thirty-five years 
and at the end of that time was the owner cf 
three hundred acres, which he had put in a fine 
state of cultivation. In 1894 he located in Okla- 
homa, where he bought his present farm, three 
hundred and twenty acres of which lie on sec- 
tion 17, Greeley township, and the remaining 
one hundred and sixty acres in Council Grove 
township. On the greater part of his farm he 
raises wheat, which yields twenty-five bushels 
per acre, and he also devotes considerable time 
to the raising of Poland-China swine and Short- 
horn cattle. In connection with his sons, he 
buys and ships hogs extensively. Our subiect 
is an honor to his chosen occupation, is thor- 
oughly enterprising and progressive, and de- 
serves a prominent place among the re epresen- 
tative men of Oklahoma county. His farm is in 
an excellent state of cultivation, with a good 
house, barns and outbuildings, as well as an ex- 
cellent supply of water, there being no less than 
three ponds,: In Oklahoma City he owns three 


Kuster, 


Jearned 
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lots, on which he has erected a two-story brick 
block, now used for office and store Os 3: 
In 1864 Mr. Reding married Miss Magdaicena 
whose parents, Andrew and Margaret 
(Eley) Kuster, were born in Germany. Iileven 
children were born to them, of whom the tul- 
lowing nine are living at home, exeept the 
daughter, who is mar ried: William P.is aanem- 
ber of school board No. 54. and treasurer of 
Greeley township; George, clerk and treasurer 
of the Greeley Township Insurance Compt 
and township constable; Clara; Mary, the wire 
of Martin Denn; Charles, Michael, Elizabeth. 
Nicholas and Joseph. Our subject helped to 
organize and is a trustee of the Greeley Town- 
ship Fire Insurance Company. He is a Demo- 
crat in politics. Since coming to Oklahoma 
he has met with success, and during 1897 sold 
thirteen carloads of wheat on the Board of Trade 
at Chicago, Ill, for $1.60 per bushel, inet. 


ILLIAM T. JAMES, senior partner of 

the firm of James Brothers, of Lexing- 

ton, has been closely connected wich the 
upbuilding of this fiourishing city for the ae 
eight years. That he is popular with the people 
is shown by the fact that he has been: chosen, 
time and again, to act as president of the council, 
and for five years has officiated in that capacity. 
Public-spirited and enterprising, he advocates 
improvements, and usually takes the initiative 
in local affairs. 

William James was born in Louisville, 
Ky., about twenty-nine years ago, and continued 
to dwell in that city until he came-to this ter- 
ritory in 1892. His father, Thomas James, a 
gentleman of good education and financial abil- 
ity, has long taken a very active part in the com- 
mercial and official life of Louisville, and com- 
mands the respect of his fellow-citizens. 


After receiving a liberal education, his ele- 
mentary course being supplemented by one in 


the University, William T. James entered upon 
his business career, for two or more years deal- 
ing in real estate in his native city. Ilaving 
favorable things about Lexington, he 
concluded to investigate the matter for himself, 
and was so well satisfied with the country and 
its prospects that he cast in his lot with us. In 


the spring of 1892 he entered into partnership 
with the well-known citizen, E. J. Keller, and 
during the following fourteen months  trans- 


acted a large and constantly growing business, 
dealing in lumber, farm implements and wagons 
chiefly, 

When the brother of our subject, Fred W. 
James, came to Lexington, he was admitted 
the firm, the style of which was changed to 
Keller & James Brothers. Together the part- 
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ners built what is now known as the Keller 
block, and, as the vears rolled by, they branched 
out into many other enterprises. In 1807 Mr. 
Keller withdrew from the firm, which since has 
been known as at present, James Brothers. They 
carry a $6,000 stock of lumber and building ma- 
terial, wagons, carriages and other lines. Fully 
three- quarters of the material used in the con- 
struction of the buildings in Lexington and vi- 
- cinity has been supplied by this pioneer firm. 
Both. brothers are wide-awake, ambitious young 
men, filled with the spirit of the age. 

In his political faith W. T. James is as ardent 
a Democrat as his brother, Fred W., is a Re- 
publican. Fraternally he is past noble grand 
of ‘Wexington Lodge No. 23, I. O. 0.,F., and 
is deputy grand chancellor of the Knights of 
Pythias of this place. Both of the James 
brothers occupy beautiful modern residences, 
which they built some time ago. The lady who 
presides over the home of William T. James 
formerly was Miss Pauline Farmer, of Ce- 
dar, Mo. 


ON. GEORGE W. BELLAMY. The name 
of Mr. Bellamy is perhaps best known to 
the people of Oklahoma through his iden- 

tification with public and political affairs. Ac- 
knowledged one of the territorial leaders of the 
Democratic party, he is a stanch adherent to the 
principles of his party, and has done much to 
promote its progress in Oklahoma. In the fall 
of 1898 he was a candidate for the territoriai sen- 
ate from the seventh senatorial district, and was 
elected by a majority of two hundred and fiity- 
five votes. When it is considered that many of 
his party met with defeat in the election, and 
that EI] Reno was at the time a Republican city 
by one hundred majority, the fact that he re- 
ceived a majority of one hundred and eighty in 
the city itself, speaks volumes for his popularity 
in his home town. 

In Waverly, Lafayette county, Mo., Mr. Bel- 
lamy was born December ® 1867, and is a son 
of William H. and Marv (Cooper) Bellamy. 
The family came from Ene! and in an early day 
and settled in Virginia, Hang the grandfather, 
William H. Bellamy, was born and reared. Re- 
moving to Missouri, he became the owner of 
large hemp-fields and a valuable farm. William 
H. Bellamy was born in Waverly, Mo., and dur- 
ing his active life engaged in the commission 
business in that place, shipping in the days when 
products were transported entirely by water. 
During the Civil war he was a member of Col- 
lins’ Battery, Shelby’s Brigade ,_C..S..A;, and was 
wounded while in the service. From the close 
of the war for a period of more than twenty 
years he carried on a grain business in Missouri. 
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April 22, 1889, he made the run to Oklahoma 
and settled in Norman, where he was a leading 
Democrat. He was elected the first register of 
deeds in Cleveland county, and at the expiration 
of his term was re-elected, but died during the 
first year of his second term, in November, 1893. 
In religion he was identified with the Christian 
Church. Though well-to-do at one time, the 
Civil war and a disastrous fire subsequent thereto 
entailed heavy losses, from which he never re- 
covered. His wife, who was a native of Waverly, 
Mo., was the daughter of Kentucky parents, w ho 
died when she was a child. At this writing she 
makes her home in Norman. Her eight chil- 
dren are as follows: George W.; C. B., who is 
engaged in the drug business as a partner of his 

older brother; Ella E., wife of J. D. Grigsby, of 
Norman; Frank Pei ho died in Waverly, Mo.; 
Annie M., deceased; Clyde, who makes his home 
in Norman; G. P., who died in Waverly; and 
Ida, of Norman. 

When twelve years of age George W. Bellamy 
accompanied the family to Brownsville, Saline 
county, Mo., where he clerked in a shoe store 
for four years. Later he was with the Glasgow 
Shoe Company until 1886, after which he was 
employed in Foreman’s shoe store in St. Louis. 
In 1887 he went to Sweet Springs as a clerk in 
the Sree store of A. T. Bellamy. At the opening 
of Oklahoma he accompanied his father to Nor- 
man. While at Sweet Springs he studied medi- 
cine under Dr. Wood, and in the fall of 1889 he 
opened the first drug store in Norman, but sold 
out two years later, at the same time starting a 
new drug store under the firm name of Fenton 
& Bellamy, also starting a store in Pond Creek 
as a member of the firm of Bellamy & Blake. 
Six months later he sold his interest in both 
stores. In July, 1894, he bought a drug store in 
Ik] Reno, and the next year moved into the 
building, which he has since occupied, for busi- 
ness headquarters. He is a registered pharma- 
cist. Besides his store, he owns considerable 
real estate, including the postoffice building in 
El Reno, and is a director in the Citizens’ Na- 
tional Bank. 

After his election to the senate Mr. Bellamy 
turned his attention to public affairs. Move- 
ments for the good of the people received his 
stanch support. During the fifth general assem- 
bly, in the spring of 1899, he was an active 
worker, serving as chairman of the enrolling and 
engrossing committee, and as a member of the 
following committees: agriculture and highways, 
railroads, printing, private corporations and cor 
poration law, and county and county affairs. 
Through his instrumentality a number of bills 
were introduced and Asse d, among them being 
an abstract bill, a sprinkling bill, and a bill pro- 
hibiting the use of the mescal bean by the 
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Indians. Governor Barnes, in January, 1899, 
appointed him a member of the board of regents 
of the University of Oklahoma, and in the work 
connected with this institution he has since main- 
tained the deepest interest. In all movements 
connected with his party he has been prominent. 
Not only did he assist in organizing the party in 
Oklahoma, but he has since largely guided its 
deliberations and measures. He was the first 
president of the Young Men’s Democratic Club 
of Cleveland county, has served as a delegate to 
all territorial conventions, and in 1896 was presi- 
dent of the Bryan Free Silver Club. 

At the general election in November, 1900, he 
was re-elected to the council by the largest ma- 
jority any man ever received in his district, and 
in the organization of the legislature, which fol- 
lowed, he was chosen president of the council, a 
distinction never before conferred by that body 
upon so young a man. Asa presiding officer he 
won the confidence and respect of his co-work- 
ers by the able and impartial manner in which 
he presided over their deliberations. 

In Stillwater, Okla., occurred the marriage of 
Mr. Bellamy to Mrs. W. C. Crawford, the daugh- 
ter of John C. Jones, a lady of culture and refine- 
ment, standing high in society, and an active 
member of the Episcopal Church. Of this union 
a daughter was born, Constance. 

Fraternally Mr. Bellamy is identified with the 
Knights of Pythias and the Ancient. Order of 
United Workmen. The El Reno Club numbers 
him among its active members, as does also the 
Territorial Pharmaceutical Association. 


APT. P. D. KENYON. In the first flush 
of manhood Captain Kenyon amply 
proved his devotion to his country, and in 

later years has no less nobly supported the gov- 
ernment and every measure calculated to ad- 
vance the prosperity of his community. Ilis 
record is one of which both he and his posterity 
have just reason to be proud, and his many 
friends will take great pleasure in tracing his 
career. 

The captain is of English descent, his paternal 
grandfather, David Kenyon, having emigrated 
to this country when he was eight years of age 
with two elder brothers. Thev settled in Rhode 
Island, where they became extensively engaged 
in the manufacturing of woolen goods, and also 
owned and conducted flouring mills. At the 
commencement of the war of the Revolution 
the British forces burned the brothers’ miils. 
and David Kenyon enlisted in the Continental 
army and for seven years fought valiantly on be- 
half of his adopted country. Fle was intcusely 
natriotic and so thoroughly trained his sons 
that in the second war with Great Britain they 
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served in our army. At the close of the Revolu- 
tion he removed to Warren county, N. Y., where 
he bought a water-power mill and was occupied 
in the manufacture of flour for several years. He 
resided there until his death, which took place 
when he was about eighty-two years of age. 

The youngest son of David Kenyon was P’ R., 
father of our subject. He was born in Rhode 
Island. May 24, 1804, and in 1843 removed to 
northern Illinois. He improved a farm situ- 
ated about six miles southwest of Mount Carroll, 
and raised large crops of grain, which he hauled 
to Chicago-with ox-teams, the journey taking 
ten days. Subsequently he disposed of his farm 
products in Savannah, rafting down the river. 
He was a thrifty business man and acquired val- 
uable property. He was a Jacksonian Demo- 
crat until the trouble over Kansas, when he 
turned his allegiance to the Republicans. He 
died as he had lived, firm in the faith of the Bap- 
tist Church. At the time of his death, in 1882, 
he was in his seventy-ninth year. His wife, 
Maria, was born in Shoreham, Vt., October 7, 
1811, a daughter of Loran and niece of Ethan 
Allen. The father was born in ‘the Bay state 
and in his early manhood he went to the Green 
Mountain state and engaged in teaching and 
farming. In 1850 he removed to Illinois, where 
he died upon a farm. Mrs. Maria Kenyon, who 
died in 1897, was eighty-six years old. Of her 
nine children six grew to maturity. The eldest 
son, J. B., died while serving as a private in the 
Thirty-fourth Illinois during the Civil war. Mrs. 
Lydia A. Smith died in Idaho and John L.. 
Elijah J. and Emma M. died in infancy. George 
C. is engaged in farming and stock-raising near 
Mount, Carroll, Ill, and Mrs. Mary R. Logue 
resides in that town. 

The birth of Capt. P. D. Kenyon occurred in 
Warren county, N. Y., July 29, 1840, and his 
education was chiefly obtained in the common 
schools of Illinois and in Mount Carroll Semi- 
nary. He had commenced teaching when the 
Civil war broke out, and with the inherited pa- 
triotism with which his heart was filled he has- 
tened to offer his services to his country. He 
enlisted among the first to respond to the pres- 


ident’s call, April 22, 1861, and was mustered in 


as a sergeant of Companv k, Fifteenti: Tilinois 
Infantry, under Captain Pope. His first service 
was in the vicinity’ of Springfield, Mo.. and in 
February, 1862, he took part in the battle of 
Fort Donelson, after which he participated in 
the disastrous. battle of Pittsburg Landing, 
where about one-half of his company were killed 
or wounded, and the captain and lieutenant 
were disabled the first day. Mr. Kenyon was 
promoted on the field, and as first. heutenant 
was in command of his company until Novem 
her, 1862, when he was commissioned to the 
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captaincy, and served as such until the close of 
the war. He took part in the severe sicge of 
‘Corinth, and then had a hard march of thirty 
days, when he assisted to hold Memphis against 
the enemy. On the 5th of October, 1862, he 
took part in the engagement of Hatchies Kun, 
and he was next ordered to accompany Grant 
on the long march to Vicksburg. He was ac- 
tively engaged in the siege and capture of that 
city and later was occupied in the campaigns of 
Jacksonville and Natchez, Miss. In November, 
1863, he returned to Vicksburg, and then as- 
sisted Sherman in some of his military maneu- 
vers, tearing up railroads and blocking the 
enemy’s way. After he had veteranized and had 
had a thirty days’ furlough at home he joined 
Sherman at Altoona, and took part in the opera- 
tions around Atlanta. At length he was placed 
in charge of a force of three hundred and twelve 
men, at Ackworth, with orders, as a rear guard, 
to protect about $3,000,000 worth of army 
rations and supplies. He and his little band 
heroically held out against fully nine thousand 
men under General Hood, leading them to be- 
lieve that their force was much greater than it 
really was, and by some of the boldest moves 
kept the enemy in the dark as to their pitifully 
few numbers. They kept the Confederates at 
bay by sturdy fighting from five to ten o’clock 

a. m., October 4, 1864, vainly hoping, in the 

meantime, that they should receive re-enforce- 
ments, but at last the overpowering numbers of 
their foes forced them to surrender. Captain 
Kenyon was sent to Andersonville prison, and 
later was transferred to other prisons at Greens- 
boro, Raleigh and Goldsboro. In the spring of 
the ensuing vear he was paroled and went home 
on a thirty days’ furlough, then returning to St. 
Louis, where he received an honorable discharge 
May 24, 1865. During his long and severe 
service he was once stricken with a sunstroke, 
and at other times he battled against fever and 
illness, but he stood at his post most of the time, 
and justly earned the high praise which he re- 
ceived from his superior officers. 

The next important event in the life of Cap- 
tain Kenyon was his marriage, June 17, 1866, to 
Louisa S., daughter of John and Hannah (Sny- 
der) Bowman, of Mount Carroll. She is of Ger- 
man descent, and, with several generations of her 
ancestors, was born in Lancaster county, Pa. 
Her paternal grandfather, John Bowman, whio 
was born in the old town of Ephrata, Pa., was 
‘engaged in the tannery business there, as was 
his father, Jacob Bowman, before him. Mrs. 
Kenyon’s father was a farmer by occupation, 
and in 1861 he removed from the Keystone state 
to Carroll county, Ill., He is still living upon 
his old homestead, four miles northeast of Sa- 
vannah, and is well along in years, as he was 
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born January 24, 1823. His wife, Hannah, was 
a daughter of Henry Snyder, who was an agti- 
culturist of Lancaster county, his birthplace, and 
also was successfully engaged in the manufac- 
ture of grain cradles for years. He dicd in 
Pennsylvania, strong in the faith of the Lutheran 
Church. His wife, who is a member of the 
Reformed German Baptist Church, now is in her 
eightieth year. Of her ten children two are de- 
ceased—Alma, who died at the age of ten years, 
and Albert, who was twenty-two years oid at the 
time of his death. The sons, Henry W., John S., 
Simon and Benjamin, are residents of Carroll 
county. 

After farming for a period in Carroll county, 
the captain removed -to Caldwell county, Mo., 
where he bought a homestead and was exten- 
sively engaged in raising stock and a geuieral 
line of cereals and crops common to that region, 
He was thus employed from 1868 until 1881, 
when he turned his attention to the management 
of a milling business at Kingston. During the 
thirteen years of his residence in that place he 
served for years as president of the school board 
and in other local offices of trust? In 1894 he 
sold out and, coming to Oklahoma City, he pur- 
chased the old brickyard which had been estab- 
lished here 1890 by Toler & King. At pres- 
ent its capacity is thirty thousand bricks per 
day, and the two kilns, thirty-horse power steam 
engine and other mechanical appliances are 
strictly modern and first-class. The clay is very 
fine and the demand for the products of the 
plant usually exceeds the amount manufactured. 

Years ago the captain was a Republican, and 
in Kingston he served as chairman of the county 
central committee, and frequently he went as a 
delegate to conventions. Later he became a 
Populist, and in 1891 he attended the conven- 
tion in Cincinnati in the capacity of a delegate- 
at-large. He also took an active part in the 
Irarmers’ Alliance. In 1892 he was present at 
the state and national Populist assemblies, and 
in the autumn of that vear was nominated 
among the electorates from Missouri.  Tra- 
ternally he is identified with Grant Post, G. A. R. 

To the marriage of the captain and wife nine 
children were born, namely: Mrs. Steila Brad- 
ley, of Kansas City; H. B., a contractor and 
builder of Dallas, Tex.; Albert G., a farmer of 
Leavenworth county, Kans.; Frank L., a brick- 
mason by trade and a resident of this city; War- 
ren J., who assists in the management of a city 
brickyard; Austin W., a mason and resident of 
Dallas, Tex.; Lydia E., who died at the age of 
sixteen months, and Linnie H. M. and Ben 
Clarence, who are at home. 

Since the above was written P. D. Kenyon has 
sold out his brick business and removed to 
Greer county, Okla., where he will embark in 
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the fine stock and agricultural business, on the 
north fork of Red river, his farm being six 
miles from Dennis, which is his postoffice ad- 
dress. 


tT PARNELL,. ThesParnell family, of 

which Charles Stewart was so distin- 

guished a member, is represented in 
Sherman township, Kingfisher county, by his 
kinsman, W. J. Parnell, who was born in St. 
‘Joseph county, Ind., in 1860. 

The first to recognize the larger opportunities 
of America was his paternal grandfather, James 
Parnell, who came from Ireland after the Rev- 
olutionary war, and settled in Kentucky, iater 
moving to Indiana. At the time the Hoosier 
state was unsettled and covered with dense for- 
ests, but this enterprising pioneer, nothing 
daunted, cleared the land, put in crops, and lent 
the aid of his industry and ability to the devel- 
opment of the material and social welfare of 
his locality. Thus he passed his latter days, 
and died among the scenes of his trials and suc- 
cesses at the age of seventy years. 

His son, B. H. Parnell, the father of W. T., 
was born in Indiana and migrated to Iowa in 
1867. After five years of residence there, he 
went to Harrison county, Mo., where for twenty- 
one years he was identified with the best inier- 
ests of his locality. He served as postmaster for 
four years at Blue Ridge, Mo., under the admin- 
istration of Benjamin Harrison, and was county 
judge of Harrison county, Mo., for several years. 
A reliable and stanch Republican, he repre- 
sented his locality at various state and county 
conventions. At the age of sixty-nine years he 
is now actively engaged in managing his claim 
in Sherman township, whither he removed in 
1892, locating on the northwest quarter of ae 
tion 25. Mrs. Parnell was formerly Cynthia 
Culp, and became the mother of six children, 
of whom W. T. is the oldest. The other children 
are: Mary, who is.the wife of Rev. P. F. Meek, 

of Garfield county, Okla.; Elmer, who is living 
in Garfield county; Stephen, who is a farmer 

-in Sherman township; Jennie, wife of J. O. 
Wright; and Benjamin, 
county 

W. T. Parnell received excellent educational 
advantages, having studied in the public schools 
and Avalon College, in Avalon, Mo. His first 
effort to earn a livelihood was conducted in his 
native state, where he managed a farm of one 
hundred and twenty acres until 1889, when he 
decided to take advantage of the unimproved 
land in the newly opened territory of Okla- 
homa.” Having located on his claim on the 
southeast quarter of section 24, Sherman town- 
ship, Ningfisher county, his family soon. fol- 


a farmer in Garfield. . publican and fraternally 
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lowed, and assisted in the work of developing 
the untried land. One hundred of the one hun- 
dred and sixty acres were put under the plow, 
and the remainder used for pasturage. All the 
improvements made were of the best possible 
kind, and general farming and stock-raising have 
been followed successfully. 

In 1883 Mr. Parnell was united in marriage 
with Ruey Meek, a native of Harrison county, 
Mo. To Mr. and Mrs. Parnell have been born 
five children: Lillah, Litta, Paul, Dollie and 
Whitelaw T. In politics Mr. Parnell is a stanch 
Republican, and has held many local oifces 
and has been interested in all of the under- 
takings of his party. While living in Missouri, 
he served as deputy sheriff for four years. He 
has been a delegate to important state and 
county conventions. In Oklahoma, in the fall 
of 1895, he was elected registrar of deeds, a posi- 
tion which he creditably filled for two years. 
At present he is a member of the county centrai 
committee and the school board. Fraternally 
he is associated with the Masonic order, the 
Modern Woodmen of the World; has also been 
a member of the Odd Fellows for the past 
twenty-fouryears. He has passed all of ae chats 
in the Grand Lodge of Missouri and Oklahoma, 
and is also past master workman. The Piel 
family are identified with the charities and work 
of the Christian Union Church. 


VYRON? DELOS: SHEAR; clerk of: the 
United States district court, which district 
includes the counties of Oklahoma, Poita- 

watomie, Cleveland and Greer, in the Territory 
of Oklahoma, was born in Hillsboro, Vernon 
county, Wis., May 12, 1869, and is a son of Hon. 
Thomas J. and Emergene. (Woodbury) Shear. 
The family is of Holl and and English descent. 
His father was born in New York state, anil 
early in life settled in Hillsboro, Wis., where 
he was a merchant for many years, but now lives 
in retirement. He was an officer of the Forty- 
seventh Wisconsin Infantry, and served several 
terms in the Wisconsin legislature, also hoiding 
various county offices. In politics he is a Re- 
is connected with the 
Knight Templar Masons and the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. He married Kmergene 


Woodbury, who was born in New York state, 
of a New :England family, and died in 18903, 
leaving four children: Helen, wife of Ff. 1. Pinch, 


of Wisconsin: Myrta, wife of O. A. AMitscher, 
of Oklahoma City; Wesley, a merchant of Tlills- 
boro, Wis.; and our subject. 


Reared in Tlillsboro. where he attcnded 


school, Byron TD. Shear was graduated from the 
high school in r88s5, and then entered the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, from which he received 
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the degree of A. B. in 1880, later receiving the 
degree. of A. M. In the law department ol the 
same institution he carried on the studies of 
that course and was graduated in 1892, with the 
cegree of LL. B. He was admitted to practice 
before the supreme court of Wisconsin. In the 
fall of 1892 he came to Oklahoma City, and 
formed a partnership with Walter Scott Field, 
who was Ts from the University of Wis- 
consin in 1878, the firm name becoming Field & 
Shear. They engaged in a successful practice 
until April 4, 1898, when Mr. Shear received 
the appointment as clerk of the United States 
district court. He is a man of educational at- 
tainments, possesses essentially a legal mind, 
and is well qualified for the position he so capa- 
bly fills. Politically he is a Republican. 

In Oklahoma City, December 8, 1808, Mr. 
Shear was united in marriage with Miss Ida 
Cunningham, who was born in Burden, Kans., 
and is a daughter of James and Anna Cunning- 
ham. Her parents now live in Oklahoma City, 
her father being retired. 


ON. WILLIAM A. KNIPE, the founder of 
Perkins, and since its inception one of the 
most prominent citizens of the place, is, 

perhaps, more widely known owing to his con- 
nection with Messrs. Coyle and Guss, of Guth- 
rie, in the laying out of the railroad ‘through 
Payne county, and of several towns along the 
line. He laid out the now thriving town of 
Perkins, and named it in honor of an old Kan- 
sas friend, B. W. Perkins. From the time of its 
organization he has acted as a member of the 
council, and also has served as chairman of the 
board. 

The birth of W. A. Knipe took place in In- 
diana forty-four years ago. He is a son of 
Rev. William and Lucy Knipe, who were na- 
tives, respectively, of England and Indiana. The 
father, who has been actively occupied in 
preaching the Gospel for several decades, re- 
moved to Jackson county, Kans., in 1859, and 
in addition to his other duties, has always car- 
ried on agricultural pursuits. Since 1871 he 
has been a citizen of Manhattan, Kans., and 
stands high in the esteem of all who know him, 
and they are not few. 

In his youth, William A. Knipe received the 
greater part of his education in the “little red 
schoolhouse,” and later pursued a course in 
the Kansas Agricultural College. Then, turn- 
ing his attention to farming on his own account, 
he. remained in Kansas until April 22, 1880, 
when he made the race for a claim in Oklahoma, 
starting from the southern border of his state. 
Ile obtained the northeast quarter of section 12, 
township 17, range 2, and now has it weli im- 
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proved. A comfortable house and large barns, 
with needed fences and other features, make 
this a very desirable homestead. Mr. Inipe also 
owns a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, 
situated to the north of Perkins. For some years 
he has been the proprietor of a well-managed 
general store at Perkins, and recently buiit a 
substantial brick building, into which he trans- 
ferred his stock of goods. He commands an 
extensive trade, and by his uniform courtesy and 
genuine desire to meet the wants of the public 
has won the high regard of all with whom he has 
dealings. 

From the time when he cast his first presiden- 
tial ballot until the present, Mr. Knipe has given 
his allegiance to the Republican party. In 1896 
he was honored by election to the legislature ot 
this territory, and took an active part in the 
councils of that honorable body, being the au- 
thor of the school lands bill, among others. He 
is one of the charter members of the Odd Fel- 
lows lodge at Perkins, and also is identified with 
the Masonic order here. He was infiuential in 
the building of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
edifice here, and, with his wife, is actively en- 
gaged in carrying on the noble work of this . 
denomination. 

A quarter of a century ago the marriage of 
Mr. Knipe and Miss Lillian A. Paddleford took 
place in Kansas. Her parents, Stephen and Car- 
oline Paddleford, were natives of New York 
state, and for many years have been residents 
of Kansas. The oldest child of our subject and 
wife, Mrs. Rose Combs, though young, is al- 
ready widowed. The second daughter, Bessie 
E., is employed as a clerk in her annie store. 
She was appointed notary public by Governor 
C. M. Barnes, August 14, 1899, being the young- 
est person to receive such an appointment in 
the territory of Oklahoma. The younger chil- 
dren, Forrest, Frank, William, Nile, Dennis, 
Eusebia and Streeter, are yet at home. 


G. WILLIAMS. A keen, wide-awake 
. representative of the agricultural, 1aer- 
cantile and financial interests of Okla- 
homa, and one of the most extensive stock- 
growers and dealers west of the Mississippi, Mr. 
Williams is well w orthy of being called the “Cat- 
tle King of the West.” He was born on Green- 
briar Farm, Clay county, Ky., November 12, 
1839, a son of Sidney Williams. His pata nal 
grandfather, William Williams, a native of Vir- 
einia, belonging to one of the most aristociatic 
families of the Old Dominion state, held a gen- 
eral’s commission in the war of 1812. He sub- 
sequently settled in Madison county, Ky., where 
he became a large land and stock owner, and 
cashier of the Bank of Northern Kentucky. 
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Sidney Williams was born and reared in 
Madison county, Ky., but afterward settled in 
Clay county, where he aequired a competency 
as a general farmer and cattle-raiser. He was a 
citizen of influence, and as one of the leading 
Democrats of the county served in various p: ab- 
lic offices. He died in 1860, at the age of sixty- 
eight years. He married Miss Margaret T 
Garrard, a daughter of Daniel Garrard, of Clay 
county, Ky. She was of distinguished Vir- 
ginian ancestry, her grandfather Garrard having 
been born in that state. He moved to Kentticky 
in early days, and figured conspicuously ii its 
pioneer history, being honored by having one 
of its counties named Garrard as a reminder of 
his services in behalf of his adopted home. After 
filling other positions of responsibility, he was 
made governor of the state, and had the dis- 
tinction of being the only man that ever held 
the gubernatorial chair three consecutive terms. 
Daniel Garrard was a prominent business man 
of Clay county, having been a prosperous farmer 
and salt manufacturer, and a leader in the Dem- 
ocratic party. He served as colonel of a com- 
pany in the war of 1812. Gen. T. T. Garrard, 

_of the Civil war, was his son, and an uncle of 
Mr. Williams, having been his mother’s brother, 
while yet another son, James Garrard, was state 
treasurer of Kentucky in 1859. Of the seven 
children born to Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Williams, 
but two are now living, our subject’s sister being 
Mrs. Margaret T. Cornett, of Washita county, 
Okla. 

W. G. Williams was brought up on the 
parental homestead, receiving such educational 
advantages as were offered in the district 
schools. In 1859 he gladly accepted an invita- 
tion to go to Texas with an uncle and his fam- 

. ily, and started on the long and tedious trip with 

bright anticipations for the future, the realiza- 
tion of which did not appear for many a long 
year. The journey might have been pleasant for 
its novelty, if nothing else, had it not been for 
’ the disagreeable temper of his uncle’s wife, who 
was a veritable scold, and succeeded in making 
the whole party most miserable by her fault- 
finding, being especially vindictive toward the 
nephew. Unwilling to bear her abuse, Mr. Wil- 
liams determined to leave his uncle and family 
when he could, and on reaching Palio Pinto 
county, Tex., started out for himself. Going 
north a few miles, he found work in getting out 
stone for a fence, but as his employer could 
not afford to pay him much for his labors, he 
went from there to Young county, Tex., with 
but $3 in his pocket. He finally found empioy- 

ment with a farmer, who gave him $15.50 a 
month at first, and a few weeks later raised his 
wages to $18 per month. At the end of six 
months, he joined a wagon train going from 


‘a branch house at Chickasha, I. T. 
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Camp Cooper, Tex., to Fort Cobb, I. T., and 
on arriving there found work with John Shirley, 
whom he assisted in the building of a log house. 
Afterwards he worked in a hay camp, swinging 
a scythe for $25 a month, as he supposed, but 
his employer failed to pay him. He = subse- 
quently helped Mr. Shirley erect Indian houses, 
for which he had the contract, receiving $450 
each, and making no one would dare say the 
amount, but enough to make the position of In- 
dian agent a most desirable one for the con- 
tractor. 

Going then to Fort Arbuckle, Mr. Williams 
worked for Smith Paul in making rails and put- 
ting up the first fence ever built in Paul’s Val- 
ley, a region now devoted to agriculture. In 
1861 he resumed work for his former emplover, 
Mr. Shirley, helping him to bring the first herd 
of cattle from near Camp Cooper, in Texas, to 
the territory, a most perilous undertaking, the 
way lying.through a wild country infested by 
Indians and wild beasts, with frequent herds of 
buffalo to be encountered. Collecting a large 
bunch of cattle, they were driven north to Chan- 
dler’s creek, where corrals were made, fields 
fenced in, and the stock allowed to range until, 
November, 1863, they were taken to Paul’s Val- 
ley and kept until after the war. In 1865 the 
cattle were divided, Mr. Williams having one- 
sixth of the number in payment for his services. 
Thus equipped, he began cattle-raising for him- 
self, and has been unusually successful. In 1872 
he located on a ranch at Silver City, on the 
Canadian, and in 1878 made another move, set- 
tling about forty miles from Anadarko, Okla., 
but there the Indians proved so troublesome 
that he came to his present ranch, which con- 
tains sixteen thousand acres of land, about five 
hundred acres of which he cultivates, while the 
remainder is devoted to grazing purposes. fle 
keeps from two thousand to five thousand head 
of cattle on the range, and on his breeding farm 
makes a specialty of Hereford cattle and saddle 
and running horses. Since 1895 he has made 
several changes in his business life, and 1s now 
president of the El Reno Wholesale Grocery 
Company, of which he was one of the projectors. 
This is an enterprising business establishment, 
which operates two houses, one in El Reno, and 
He is also 
president of the Minco Bank, which he assisted 
in organizing, and is in partnership with C. B. 
Campbell as a merchant, belonging to the firm 
of C. B. Campbell & Co. He is owner of the 
Bank Block in Minco, has a livery establishioent 
there, and is a stockholder in the Minco ele- 
vator. 

Mr. Williams married for his first wife an at- 
tractive maiden of the Caddo Nation, by whom 
he had eleven children, namely: Ella, who died 
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in 1883; Margaret, wife of C. B. Campbell, of 
Minco; Amanda, wife of L. K. Brigham, of 
Kentucky; Charles S., who is in the cattle busi- 
ness in the Chickasaw Nation; Robert L.; Lucy, 
who died when a young lady; Lucetta, wile of 
William McCambell; Iva; Jessie; Aimee and 
Mabel. In 1894 Mr. Williams married Mrs. 
S. W. Romick, of Oklahoma City, a daughter 
of Henry Williams, who was formerly a ‘well- 
known pork packer, i in Indiana. Murs. Williams 
lived in Indiana until seventeen years oid, then 
went to Kansas, living first in, Independence, 
then in Coffeyville. She married for her nrst 
husband J. C. Romick, then a stockman in the 
Osage Nation, but a resident of Oklahoma City 
from 1889 until his death. Of their union two 
children were born, Ethel and John M. Ro- 
mick, 

Within the last four years Mr. Williams has 
been mining in Park county, Colo. He has pat- 
ented claims and machinery on same at a town 
named Puma City, where he has town property, 
and several claims not patented. The winters he 
spends at his ranch on the Washita river, and 
the summers in Colorado, he having a comforta- 
ble residence in Manitou. 


ILLIAM J. McCORD is without doubt 

' one of the most progressive and ener- 

getic citizens of Guthrie, and earned this 

rank on the first day that the. town was legally 

opened to the public. He has never faltered in 

his allegiance to his chosen city from that time 

to the present, and to him much of its prosperity 
and stability should be attributed. 

The McCords are of Scotch descent, and for 
generations have been adherents of the Presby- 
terian denomination, our subject’s father, Jaraes, 
having been an elder in his church. James 
McCord was born in Center county, Pa., and 
there was engaged in farming, also following 
his trade of wagon-maker. In “ISs4 he removed 
to Illinois, and located upon a farm situated be- 
tween Ottawa and Mendota. Later he dwelt in 
the vicinity of Mexico, Mo., on a farm which 
he purchased in 1867. He attained the ripe age 
-of seventy-three years, and is survived by his 
widow, formerly Sally Milligan. She, too, is a 
native of Center county, Pa., and on the 24th 
of December, 1899, she reached the age ot four- 
score years. Three of her five sons were in the 
Union service during the war of the Rebellion, 
Thomas being in a Pennsylvania regiment, anda 
recruiting officer at one time; Dickey being first 
lieutenant of the Seventh Ilinois, and Samuel 
L. being a sergeant in the same regiment. 
Thomas "died at, Pittsburg, while Dicl <ey resides 
in Morganville, Kans., and Samuel L. js a citi- 
zen of Audrain county, Mo. 
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The birth of William J. McCord took place 
March, 233). 78547 in, Center. county, Pa., and 
until he was thirteen years of age he lived in 


Illinois, whence, in 1867, he accompanied his 
e, in 1867, h 

parents to Missouri. Having served a_ twa 

years’ apprenticeship to the carpent ers trade 


in Fulton, Mo., he took charge of a Fan near 
Mexico, Mo., for a period, and in 1886 went 
to Mulvane, Kans., where for three years he was 
engaged in contracting and building. On the 

22nd of April, 1889, he came to Guthrie on the 
first train arriving here from the north after 
the legal opening of the territory. He located a 
residence lot at the corner of Third and Springer 
streets the same day, and at once put up a rude 
hut, but this he supplanted during the summer 
by a substantial house, which for a long time 
was the best in that part of the town. The day 
following his arrival here, he made contracts with 
eight or ten carpenters who had accompanied 
him and at once commenced the building oi the 
old Guthrie Hotel, which stood on Second street 
The first lumber unloaded from a train here was 
used in the construction of this hotel, and he 
employed a force of forty men day and nigiit 
until the work was completed. He now resides 
on a fine farm of one hundred and sixty acres, 
situated on section 34, Lawrie township. This 
homestead, which he has owned since 1890, he 
has carefully superintended, and he has reason 
to be proud of the place, which is a model coun- 
try-seat. He has given his chief attention to 
contracting and build ding, and has prospered, as 
he richly deserves. He “superintended the build- 
ing of four schoolhouses here, erected at a cost 
of $48,000; had the contract for the building 
now used for the sessions of court; and, among 
others, put up the Royal Hotel, the Goodrich 
and Beehive buildings, the Rush, Schuell and 
Dewey blocks, two of Weinberger’s blocks, part 
of the Gray and Victor buildings, and several 
warehouses. The Presbyterian Church, the fin- 
est house of worship in the city, is one of the 
best monuments to his skill. Every buiiding 
with which he has been identified bears the im- 
press of stability, integrity and intelligent work- 
manship. He takes great pleasure in his farm, 
where he raises a large varicty of crops and a 
gsood grade of live stock, and he also is a stock- 
holder. and director in the Guthrie Creainery 
Company. 

In Missouri Mr. McCord married Miss Mag- 
gie Moore, who was born in Utica, Ohio, a 
daughter of D. Q.,;A. Moore, a farmer of that 
state and later of Missouri. The only son of our 
subject, and wife is Quinn William: McCord, and 
their only daughter, Gertie, diced February 10, 
1899, at the age of sixteen years. The faimily 
attend the First Presbyterian Church, Mr. and 
Mrs. McCord holding membership there. He is 
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a member of the Woodmen of the World, and 
politically is a Democrat. Interested as he is 
in all public matters, he has served as a school 
director and as treasurer of Lawrie township, 
acquitting himself to the satisfaction of all con- 
cerned. 


L. NICHOLSON, who is identified with 
. a number of successful business ven- 
tures, has engaged in dental practice in 
El Reno since 1890. He was born in Independ- 
ence, Iowa, July 4, 1870, and is of English de- 
scent, his great-grandfather, who was a Quaker, 
having come to “this country from England and 
settled in Pennsylvania. His grandfather, Dan- 
iel Nicholson, was born in Pennsy Ivania, and 
was an early settler in Washington county, Ohio. 
In 1848 he became a pioneer settler of Linn 
county, lowa, in which locality he died at the 
age of ninety years. 

J. S. Nicholson, the father of our subject, was 
born in Washington county, Ohio, and went 
with his father to Iowa. He graduated from the 
University of Iowa, and then studied dentistry 
under Dr. Tullus, of Jowa City, after wnich he 
practiced his profession at Independence, lowa, 
for six years, then at Denison, Iowa. Next he 
took up the study of law, was admitted to the 
bar and practiced at Denison for many years. 
Finally he removed to Ainsworth, Neb., on ac- 
count of poor health, and engaged in stock- 
raising and farming. Upon recovering his hcalth 
he settled in Corton! Neb., in 188°, and was 
there interested in real estate and the newspaper 
business for a time, after which he resumed 
the practice of dental surgery. In 1890 he lo- 
cated at El Reno, Okla., where he enteved into 
partnership with his son, under the firm name 
of J. S. & A. L. Nicholson. The partnership 
has since peel although he is now prac- 
tically retired. He was united in marriage with 
Margaret Gertrude Young, who was born in 
Pennsylvania, and is a daughter of Geerge 
Young, also a native of that state, who became 
a pioneer of Buchanan county, Iowa. Her 
great-grandfather came from Holland and es- 
tablished the family in this country. ‘Three 
children were born to Dr. and Mrs. Nichoison, 
two of whom are now living, namely: Arthur 
L., and Daniel A., a stenographer for the Bone- 
brake Hardware Com pany, at El Reno. 

Arthur L. Nicholson was reared in Denison 
until eleven years of age, and in 1881 went to 
Ainsworth, Neb., where he attended the public 
and high ’schools, graduating from the iatter 
in 1887. He then began the “study of dentistry 
under his uncle, and in 1890 located in Fl Reno, 
where he and his father have since practiced to- 
gether. They have a very extensive practice, 
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and have an office in the Tirst National Bank 
building. He took a post-graduate course in 
the Chicago College of Dental Surgery, receiv- 
ing a diploma in 1897. He is interested in the 
Mount View Town Site Company, of which 
he is a director and one of the promoters. In 
addition, he is’ interested in the Gresham Vitri- 
fied Brick Company, of which he was an incor- 
porator and is now secretary. The company has 
a steam plant, which is located two and one- 
eighth miles from El Reno, and has a capacity 
of seventy-five thousand bricks per day. He also 
owns some city property in El Reno. 

At Paris, Tex., Dr. Nicholson was joined 
in marriage with Roberta Virginia Gresham, a 
native of that place. They have two chiidren: 
Mary Annette and Margaret G. Fraternally Dr. 
Nicholson is a member of the Knights of 
Pythias, of which he is past chancellor; Knights 
of the Maccabees, of which he is record-keeper; 
and El Reno Club. His wife is a member of 
the Christian Church. Politically he is a Demo- 
crat. He is a charter member of the Oklahoma 
Dental Association. 


UFUS W. SMITH is numbered aimong the 
extensive landholders of Oklahoma ccunty, 
and, with his estimable wife, occupies an 

enviable place in the best social circles of Mus- 
tang township. They are people of education 
and culture, and with the public spirit of the 
patriot, they take great interest in the advance- 
ment of the community in which they have come 
to dwell, and are faithfully bearing their due 
part in the great work of progress. 

The old chivalrous blood of the South flows 
in the veins of our subject, who is a native of 
Tennessee, as were his parents before him. His 
father, E. S. Smith, removed with his family 
to the prairies of Illinois in 1850, when Rufus 
W. was a child of four years, and there, with the 
wife and mother, formerly Miss Mary Wintin, 
he spent many years, during which time they 
developed a valuable farm. 

The birth of R. W. Smith occurred in 1846, 
and in his boyhood he received a good educa- 
tion in the practical branches of knowledge, 
and ere arriving at maturity he was familiar with 
agriculture in its varied departments. Tor 
tiventy years he was engaged in the tilling of 
the soil in McDonough county, Ilh. and in 
Nebraska, but when it became known that Okla- 
homa was to be thrown open to white settlers, he 
concluded to try his fortunes in this productive 
country. Accordingly, he came to this region 
in 1891, and bought a farm in Mustane town- 
ship, and later, as financial success smiled upon 
his labors, he invested in additional land, until, 
at this writing, he is the owner of about six hun- 
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dred acres. As a raiser of wheat he has be- 
come widely known and a specimen of the kind 
styled “Fultz,” grown on his land here, was 
awarded premiums at the World's Fa:r in Chi- 
cago in 1893. He also makes a speciaity of 
raising Duroc Jersey Red hogs, and has no diffi- 
culty in disposing of them at the highest market 
prices for high-grade stock. He feeds and ships 
live stock extensively. 

On the 30th of January, r892, Mr. Smith mar- 
ried Alice Lane, in Chicago, the daughter of 
Richard Lane, a native of Ohio, and one of 
the honored early settlers of Illinois. He was 
a carpenter and cabinet-maker by trade, and his 
residence in the Prairie state dates from 1853. 
Mrs. Smith obtained a liberal education in the 
public schools of Illinois, and then for two years 
she was engaged in teaching. Desiring to per- 
fect herself in certain branches, she attended 
the Cook County Normal School in Chicago, 
and in 1891 was graduated in that excellent in- 
stitution of learning. 

Five daughters came to bless the hearts and 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Smith, but death entered 
the happy circle, and removed the eldest, Mary 
Helen. Those living are named, respectively, in 
order of birth: Alice Katharine, Freda Wintin, 
Hstel Lane and Eva May. 


UDGE J. D. F. JENNINGS. For four years 
the probate judgeship of Pottawatomie 
county has been dominated by the strong 

and substantial personality of Judge Jennings, 
who has evolved a record worthy his sound and 
discriminating judgment, and the years of expe- 
rience which preceded his activities in the newly 
opened territory. Since taking up his residence 
in Tecumseh the wise and impartial decisions 
handed down by him have won encomiums of 
praise from bench and bar, and have built up a 
reputation for fairness as admirable as it is rare. 
It is worthy of mention that of all the cases tried 
before him, while there have been appeals taken, 
there was but one reversal, and that reversal was 
subsequently proved to be sas 

A native of Tazewell county, , Judge Jen- 

nings was born April 23, 1830, ie is a son of 
William R. and Mary (Chapin) Jennings. At 
a very early age this farmer’s son evolved large 
schemes for future independence, in the carrying 
out of which he has more than realized the prom- 
ise of his youth. While devoting the more ma- 
ture years to a mastery of the exact and unchang- 
ing science of law, he erected a partial foundation 
upon a profound knowledge of medical and 
surgical science, and was first of all an educator 
of broad and liberal views. At the age of four- 
teen, when most boys are still immature in 
thought and judgement, he had formulated a plan 
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whereby he might quality as a teacher, and wilien 
twenty years old began to teach in Virginia, 
later following the same occupation in Ohio 
and Kentucky. During the eight years thus 
employed the study of medicine was engrossing 
the spare hours, culminating in his graduation 
from the University of Virginia in 1855. In 
1861 he entered the Confederate army as sur- 
geon of the Sixty-first Tennessee Intantry, ana 
was captured with his regiment at Vicksburg. 
After being paroled, he was allowed to return 
home, and remained there until after the sur- 
render of General Lee. 

With the cessation of hostilities, Dr. Jennings 
repaired to Williamson county, Ill., and at 
Marion, the county seat, practiced medicine and 
began the study of law. Subsequently, upon 
being admitted to the bar, he was permitted to 
practice in all county and state courts in Ilinois, 
and also in the supreme court. A natural in- 
clination was to abandon the medical for the 
legal profession, and in the pursuit of this desire 
Mr. Jennings returned to Virginia, and was suc- - 
cessfully engaged in the practice of iaw tor a 
number of years. A later venture was in Fort 
Scott, Kans., from where, after a few years, he 
removed to Las Animas county, Colo., and prac- 
ticed in the courts of Trinidad until the cpen- 
ing of Oklahoma. 

In June of 1889 Mr. Jennings came to Okla- 
homa, and at first located in Kingfisher county, 
where for a year he practiced law. He was ap- 


pointed first probate judge of Woodward county 


by Governor Renirow, and was later elected to 
succeed himself. In 18095 he removed to Shaw- 
nee, and in 1896 was nominated probate judge, 
elected, and re-elected in 1898. This position 
was the result of the valuable services rendered 
by Judge Jennings, and entirely independent of 
any desires on his own part for the honor. 

Judge Jennings has been twice married. In 
Smith county, Va., he was united with Mary R. 
Scates, a native GE that county. Of this union 
there were seven children, five of whom attained 
maturity, and four are now living. John is a 
clerk in the probate court of Pottawatomie 
county; Frank and Alphonso are attorneys in 
El Reno; Edward, who died at Woodward, 
Okla., was also a lawyer, and left one son, John- 


nie. Mary, our subject’s only daughter, is the 
wife of Austin Eegleson, a farmer near 
Kingfisher. Ars. Jennings , died,,.1, @bhio; 
In Comanche county, Kans., Judge Jen- 


married Mattie Holt, and of this union 
there are no children. In national politics Judge 
Jennings is a stanch Democrat, and is known as 
the “old war horse” of Pottawatomie county. 
Fraternally he is associated with the Masonic 
order, having taken the third degree in Vir- 
ginia. At Marion, Ill, he became a Royal :\reh 
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Mason, and a member of the Grand Council, 
and still retains that membership. He has filled 
all of the offices in the chapter degree. 


ILLIAM MORTIMER JORDAN, pro- 

prietor of the Oklahoma Foundry and 

Machme Works, has been engaged in 
this line of work since boyhood, and owns the 
pioneer foundry and machine shops of the terri- 
tory. He is a well-known resident of Oklahoma 
City, and enjoys the respect and esteem of a 
large circle of acquaintances. 

Mr. Jordan was born at Watertown, N. Y., 
April 3, 1837, and is a son of John and Clarissa 
A. (Tuttle) Jordan. He is of English descent, 
his grandfather having been master mechanic 
to the Earl of Mortimer in England. His tam- 
ily have all been of strict Presby terian faith. 
John Jordan was born in England and came to 
America when fourteen years of age. He 
Jearned the trades of a founder and machinist at 
Montreal, Canada, binding himself out for seven 
years. Having thoroughly mastered the biusi- 
ness. he settled in Watertown, N. Y., where he 
worked at his trade and built the first circular 
saw mill used in Canada. Later he returned to 
Belleville, Canada, and established a foundry 
and machine shop. In 1859 he removed to Lex- 
ington, Mo., and lived in retirement. In 1868 
he was accidentally shot and instantly killed 
by a friend. Traternally he was an Orangeman, 


Knight Templar Mason and an Odd Fellow. ' 


He was united in marriage with Clarissa A, Tut- 
tle, who was born in Watertown, N. Y., and was 
a daughter of Theodore Tuttle, also bora in 
Watertown. She died at Eau Claire, Wis.. 1 
1897, aged seventy-seven years. Six children 
blessed their home, one son and five daughters; 
so far as known, all are living but one daugh- 
ter. 

The oldest child in the family, William M. 
Jordan, was reared in New York and Canada, 
receiving his education in public schools. He 
learned his trade in part under his father, and 
completed it at Watertown, in the engine works 
of Ford & Son. In 1857 he went to Grand 
Haven, Mich., where he was employed by the 
Montague Foundry and Machine Company for 
two years. Going, in 1859, to St. Lou's, he 
worked at his trade until 1860, when he sctiled 
in Lexington, Mo. After the war started, he 
engaged in business for himself. With but S90 
in money, he established a small business, which 
erew with remarkable rapidity. He manutac- 
tured plows and engines, the latter being from 
ten to one hundred and fifty horse-power. In 
the manufacture of engines he was particularly 
successful. In 1888 he sold out and moved to 
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IXansas City, where he established a fouadry 
and machine shops, with George Leas, the firm 
name being Jordan & Leas. “In 1891 he sold 
his interest and again started for himself, but 
in 1893 sold out to the Belt Line Railroad Com- 
pany. Immediately thereafter he located in 
Oklahoma City, purchased new tools and ma- 
chinery, and started the first foundry and ma- 
chine shop operated in the territory. He built 
his present building, 180x190 feet, at the foot 
of Broadway, equipped it throughout with mod- 
ern machinery, and has since been located here. 
He manufactures well-drilling machinery, en- 
gines and elevators, and does structural iron 
work and general jobbing. His business has 
constantly increased since its inception, and 
the plant is one of the reliable industries of the 
city. 

Mr. Jordan was united in marriage with Caro- 
line Foster, who was born in Washington 
county, Kans., and is a daughter of George Fos- 
ter, an early settler of that county, who served 
in a Kentucky regiment during the Civil war. 
In Lexington, Mo., Mr. Jordan served two 
terms as councilman, and was offered the num- 
ination for mayor, but declined. He is a nicm- 
ber of the Society of Mechanical Engineers of 
Kansas City. In politics he is a Democrat. In 
religious faith his wife is a member of the 
Christian Church. They occupy a comfortable 
residence on the corner of First and Robinson 
streets. 


ON. J. W. JOHNSON. Whatever else 

may be said of the legal fraternity, it can- 

not be denied that members of the bar 
have been more important actors in public at- 
fairs than any other class of American people. 
This is but the natural result of causes which 
are manifest and require no explanation. The 
ability and training which qualify one to practice 
law also qualify him in many respects for duties 
which lie outside of the strict path of his pro- 
fession and which touch the general interests of 
society. The subject of this record is a man who 
has brought his keen discrimination and thor- 
ough wisdom to bear not alone in professicnal 


paths, but also for the benefit of the community 


in which he resides. 

.Mr. Johnson was born in the late ’40s, near 
La Gr range, Mo., and is the only child of Don 
Q. and Elizabeth (Rogers) Johnson. The father 
was born near Parkersburg, Va., and was a son 
of Thomas Johnson, also a native of the Old 
Dominion, and an early settler of Ohio, when 
he removed to Lewis county, Mo., about 1840. 
He died at Palmyra, that state. He was an off- 
eer, in the war of 1812, and was the son of a 
Revolutionary hero, who was born in England, 
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and on his emigration to America first settled in 
North Carolina, but later moved to Virginia. 
The father of our subject was reared in Ohio, 
and in early manhood moved to Missouri, be- 
coming a farmer and stock dealer of Paltiyra, 
Marion county, where he died in July, 1861. 
He was never a slave-owner, and was a strong 
Union man. He was a member of the Christian 
Church. The mother of our subject died in 
Illinois. She was born in New York City, and 
was a daughter of Sanderson Rogers, who was 
born in England, of Scotch descent, and was 
a merchant of New York City for some time, 
but later became one of the early settlers near 
Athens, Ohio, where he owned a large tract of 
land. 

The early education of J. W. Toucan was ac- 
quired in the schools of Palmyra, Mo., and he 
later attended Bethel College, a Baptist institu- 
tion. He was a mere boy when the Civil war 
broke out, but in September, 1863, he joined the 
boys in blue, enlisting in Company D, Seven- 
teenth Illinois Cavalry. He was mustered in 
at St. Charles, Ill, and was sent to Missouri 
to take part in the guerrilla warfare. He was 
in the battles of Independence, Westport, and 
the Big and Little Blue, and was later on de- 
tached duty at St. Louis, where he was mus- 
tered out December 2, 1865. 

Returning to his home in Palmyra, Mo., he 
engaged in. teaching and studying law for a 
time, and in 1870 he removed to Barry, Pike 
county, Ill. He taught in El Dara and New 
Canton, and in the fall of 1873 was elected su- 
perintendent of public schools in Pike county, 
in which position he served for four years, mak- 
ing his home at Pittsfield) He reiused a 
renomination. He had been admitted to the 
Illinois bar in 1874, and on his retirement from 
office, in 1877, he turned his attention to the 
practice of law at Pittsfield. He was elected 
states attorney in 1880 and filled that position 
for four years. In the fall of 1884 he was 
elected to the state senate on the Democratic 
ticket for the full term of four years, being a 
member of that body during the senatorial con- 
test of Morrison and Logan in 1885, and Mor- 
rison and Farwell in 1887. In July, 1887, he 
was appointed special attorney in the treasury 
department of the United States, and came to 
Indian Territory to take evidence in Indian mat- 
ters. 


In February, 1880, Johnson resigned 
his position, and the Bn July removed 
to Oklahoma City, where he has since suc- 


cessfully engaged in the practice of law, being 
one of the most noted criminal lawyers in the 
territory. Since September, 1898, he has had 
an office im Purcell, I. T., as a member of the 
firm of Johnson & Carter (the latter being the 


. branch of St. 
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author of the Indian Territory code). He also 
practices in the United States courts. 

In Palmyra, Mo., Mr. Johnson was united 
in marriage with Miss Margaret Nichol, a native 
of Norfolk, Va., and a daughter . of Henry and 
Catherine Nichol, who were of French and Ger- 
man descent. She was educated in the ladies’ 
Paul’s College, Palmyra. Our 
subject and his wife are the parents of five chil- 
dren: Nina E., a graduate of the high school 
of Pittsfield, Ill; Leta J., who also graduated 
from that school, and is now the wife of S. S. 
Price, of Oklahoma City; Allie, who died in 
Oklahoma City in 1895; Albert Sidney, who was 
second lieutenant in Troop M, Roosevelt's 
Rough Riders during the Spanish-American 
war, and is now a dentist of Oklahoma City; 
and James Irvin, a resident of the same place. 

Politically Mr. Johnson has always affiliated 
with the Democratic party, and he has taken a 
very influential and prominent part in public af- 
fairs. In 1896 he was unanimously nominated 
as a candidate for the territorial council (or sen- 
ate) by both the Democrats and Populists, and 
was elected. During the session of 1897. he was 
unanimously chosen president of that body, and 
took a very important part in its work, drawing 
up many bills and working hard for their suc- 
cess. He took an active part in organizing the 
Democratic party of Oklahoma, and has always 
labored untiringly for the interests of his party. 
Religiously he is a member of the Christian 
Church. He was made a Mason in the blue 
lodge at Pittsfield, Il., in which he still holds 
membership, and also belongs to Oklahoma 
Chapter No. 7, R. A. M.; Oklahoma Command- 
ery ‘(No}2; Kyat India emplepAsn AWOywN: 
M.. Sa; and the Grand Army of the Republic in 
Illinois. He is an honored member of the Terri- 
torial Bar Association and the bar of Kansas 
and Missouri. Prominence in his profession 
comes through merit alone, and the high posi- 
tion which he has attained attests his superiority. 
He is a pleasant, affable gentleman, who makes 
many friends, and is quite popular both in busi- 
ness and social circles. 


JACKSON is one of the progressive 

. and substantial farmers of Cleveland county, 
and has helped to place the locality in the 
prominent position which it occupies in the ter- 
ritory. His claim, located on the northeast 
quarter of section 8, township 8, range 2 west, 
is under a high state of cultivation, and is a 
source of pride to its owner. Unlike many who 
seck the newly developed soil for its promise of 
better things, Mr. Jackson had, in former years, 
accumulated some wealth, and upon reaching 
here was able to at once develop his claim to the 
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utmost, and to erect a fine residence from the 
first. While engaged at the present time solely 
with the cultivation of his farm, he has had other 
interests in the territory, and in 1890 undertook 
with a partner to run a feed store, and later 
erected an elevator and mill. These were the 
first enterprises of the kind to be started in Nor- 
-man. The feed store was run by Mr. Jackson 
for about three years and the elevator for a year. 
Since then he has lived on his farm, and aside 
from general farming and stock-raisiug, makes 
a specialty of fine fruit. 

A native of Cedar county, Mo., Mr. Jackson 
was born November 21, 18.43, and is a son of Dr. 
Josiah Jackson. Until his sixteenth year he 
was reared on his father’s farm in Cedar county, 
and then accompanied his parents to Cooper 
county, Tex., where he grew to man’s estate, and 
received a fair education in the public schools. 
When twenty-three years of age his jot in life 
was brightened by marriage with Rhoda Win- 
ton, of ‘Gray son county, Fex., and a native of 
Cedar county, Mo. She is a daughter on “J... 
and Margaret (Duncan) Winton, who were suc- 
cessful farmers in the localities in which they 
resided. 

After his marriage Mr. Jackson continued to 
farm in Texas until 1873, when he removed to 
the Chickasaw country, near Erin Springs, and 
lived until the opening of Oklahoma. A Dem- 
ocrat in politics he is much interested in the un- 
dertakings of his party, but has never been an 
office-seeker. Himself and wife are members 
and workers in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, of which Mr. Jackson has been a trustee 
and steward, and Sunday-school teacher. While 
living at Noble he became associated with the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. eo 
the Civil war he served in Company A, Well 
Texas Regiment, Walker’s Division, and saw 
duty mostly in the territory. He participated in 
the battle of Prairie Grove and Newton, and 
was in several minor skirmishes. 


HOMAS E. DOWELL has been a resident 
of El Reno since June, 1890, and is widely 
and favorably known as an energetic, up- 

right business man, who, as a former aiderman 
and a former chief of the fire department, has 
been actively identified with the growth and ad- 
vancement of the city. A native of Wabash 
county, Ind., he was born March 23, 1853, a 
son of Eli Dowell. His father was bora in 
Pennsylvania, but in his boyhood removed with 
his parents to Wabash county, Ind., of. which 
they were early pioneers. 

Chagosing as his life work the independent 
occupation to which he was reared, Ili Dowell 
began farming in Wabash county, but subse- 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 


quently removed to Jasper county, Ind., locating 
near the town of Rensselaer, where he is stilt en- 
gaged in the pursuit of agriculture, being now 
seventy-one years of age. Heisa Republican in 
politics, and a consistent member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. His wife, whose 
maiden name was [Elizabeth Tilbery, was born 
in Ohio, of German ancestry, a daughter of Stui- 
fle Tilbery, who was a native of Pennsylvania, 
but removed to Ohio, and thence to Indiana, 
where he spent his closing years of life. Six 
children were born of their union, as toilows: 
Thomas. E., thessubject of this sketch; Mrs. 
Mary Adaline Thomas, of Indiana; Mrs. Laura 
Ponsler, also of Indiana; William, a blacksmith 
in Huntington county, Ind.; Mrs. Lizzie Rice, 
of El Reno; and David A., a farmer in Indiana. 

Thomas E. Dowell was brought up on a farm, 
receiving his education in the public schools 
of Wabash and Jasper counties, in Indiana. At 
the age of eighteen years he entered the black- 
smith shop of Mr. Ball, at Goodland, Ind., re- 
maining there a year. The following three years 
he worked at farming, then went to Rensselaer, 
where he served an apprenticeship of two years 
at the blacksmith’s trade with Schindler & Rob- 
erts. Wishing to perfect himself in his trade 
he spent the ensuing two years in Peru, Ind., 
in the shoeing shop of William A. Ventrouth, 
a professional horseshoer, who had received a 
diploma in Germany. In 1877 Mr. Dowell went 
to Kansas, locating at Fordham, where he car- 
ried on his trade two years. In 1883 he removed 
to Caldwell, Kans., where he commenced black- 
smithing on a modest scale, building first a 
small shop, which he soon found not sufticient 
for his business. Buying then a commodious 
brick shop, he continued there a few years, car- 
rying on an immense business, employing eight 
men, and keeping four fires going. He did work 
of all kinds, including wagon-making, working 
for the Fort Reno freighters, and for Evans, 
Vail & Co., proprietors of the stage line, his 
horseshoeing business alone being very iarge. 
He built a fine residence there, and remained 
until 1889, but as the boom that inspired the 
rushing business of the place had burst, he lost 
in the last three years all the wealth that he had 
acquired. He was quite influential While there 
in local affairs, having been a member of the 
city council four years, and foreman of Com- 
pany No. 1 in the city fire department two years, 
resigning the position on his removal from the 
city. 

April 22, r8&9, Mr. Dowell located in. King- 
fisher, Okla., and, building, from lumber which 
he brought with him, a small shop, established 
himself as a blacksmith in that place April 24, 
being the pioneer blacksmith of the. territory. 
Disposing of his property there in June, 1890, 
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GEORGE R. WILLET, 
Biackwell. 
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he came to El Reno, and opened a smithy on 
Wade street, two doors from his present shop. 
In 1897 he erected the shop that he now occu- 
piés, on the corner of Choctaw and Wade 
streets, where he is very successfully engaged 
as a general blacksmith and repairer and wagon- 
maker, although he makes a specialty of horse- 
shoeing, his establishment being the oldest and 
best known in the city. Since becoming a resi- 
dent of El Reno, he has been prominently iden- 
tified with municipal matters, having served one 
term in the city council, representing the third 
ward, being chairman of the Fire and Wate 
Cominittee e. He was instrumental in the organ- 
ization of the fire department, in which he 
served at first as captain of Company No. 1, 
and afterwards being chief of the department 
six years, resigning the position in 1808, having 
in the meantime changed it from hand-power to 
horse-power. During the time the citv water- 
works were introduced and the present plant 
built. 

Mr. Dowell was married in Hodgeman 
county, Kans., July 2, 1880, to Miss May Pald- 
win, a native of Iowa, and they are the parents 
of five children, namely: Eva; Floyd, an ex- 
pert accountant, now billing clerk for the Chi- 
cago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway Company 
at El Reno; Clyde, a clerk in a grocery store; 
Ethel and Effie. Mr. Dowell was made an Odd 
Fellow in Indiana, and is now a member of Fl 
Reno Lodge No. 7, of which he is Past Worthy 
Grand; and of El Reno Encampment No. 3, 
being Past Chief Patriarch. He was a charter 
member of Caldwell Lodge No. 3, A. F: & A’ M,, 
of Kansas, and is a member of El Reno Ch apter 
No.9, R.A. M. He is a strong supporter oi the 
principles of the Republican. party, and has 
served as a delegate to territorial conv entions. 


EORGE R. WILLET. Previous to com- 

ing to Blackwell in 1896, Mr. Willet had 

led a somewhat roving life, his occupation 
of traveling salesman covering a number of years 
and taking” him into a large portion of the middle 
west. A native of Louisville, Ky., he was born 
November 23, 1863, and is a son of G. W. and 
Bell Willet, natives of Kentucky. 

The mother of Mr. Willet was left a widow 
before her son George’s birth, and the boy was 
thus the heir of a large farm in Missouri. When 
eleven years of age he left his native state and 
went to school in Greensburg, Ind., where he 
was educated in the public schools and graduated 
from the high school, and also from the Harvey 
Institute in 1880. Ile then went to Cincinnati 
and engaged as a clerk for about nine months. 
Then began a long association with Walter A, 
Wood, as traveling salesman, selling goods in 
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Indiana, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio and the 
Dakotas. For two subsequent years he Hved on 
his farm in Johnson county, Mo., and engaged 
in general farming and stock-r raising, and also 
taught school during winter months. 

Upon returning to the employ of W. A. Wood, 
Mr. Willet continued to represent his interests 
in the western states for geht years. “At, theend 
of that time he decided to try Oklahoma as a 
field of endeavor, and in February of 1806 came 
to Blackwell and opened a hardware and agri- 
cultural implement store. This enterprise has 
been attended by gratifying success, and, with the 
continually increasing demand, has grown to 
larve proportions, in fact, the largest in this part 
of ‘the west. To accommodate the enormous 
stock necessary for the supply demanded a build- 
ing has been erected 100x14o feet in dimensions, 
with sheds and yard 5ox14o feet. There is also a 
warehouse 25x60 feet. These buildings have all 
been erected ey Mr. Willet since he took up his 
residence in Blackwell. 

In addition to the numerous responsibilities 
incurred in his regular business, Mr. Willct has a 
farm of a half section four and one-half miles 
north of the town, which is under a high state of 
cultivation, with fine house, barns, fences and all 
modern improvements. The barn is 50x56 feet, 
and the claim is devoted to general farming and 
the raising of cattle. Mr. Willet is president of 
the Blackwell Commercial Club. In politics he 
is associated with the Democratic party and in- 
terested in all of its undertakings. In 1897 he 
was elected councilman, and in 1898 was chosen 
mavor of the town. Fraternally he is connected 
with’ 'TWodee! Noro," K.of UP! and’ is" a'chartér 
membcr. 

Mr. Willet has gained the confidence of his 
fellow townsmen to a flattering degree, and has 
in numerous ways evinced his deep personal in- 
terest in the welfare of the community and the 
upbuilding of his adopted town. 


B.“ DUNLAP. Much of interest ‘and in- 
ae spiration is to be derived from a review 

of ‘the ‘careers of “A.” B.’ Dunlap (and 
brother,’ A.''J. \felsewheré' represented “iny this 
work), for even in the West, where men oitt:mes 
rise rapidly in the business world, some /ea- 
tures of their lives are rarely equaled. With ap- 
parent ease they transact an amount of DigHieRe 
which would require at least six or eight ordt- 
nary men, yet so systematic are their metivods 
that everything runs like clockwork. Known 
far and near as conservative bankers, great con- 
fidence is reposed in them by the general public 
and in the Territorial Banking Association they 
are honored members. 


A son of Austin and Melissa (Betsinger) Tan- 
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lap, the subject of this sketch spent his boyhood 
chiefly in Iowa, where he lived upon his father’s 
homestead, assisting in the work of the farm. 
Sveh education as he obtained in his youth was 
acquired during the winter terms in the district 
schoolhouse, and thus experience and private 
study have been his best teachers. When only 
sixteen he left home and commenced earning his 
livelihood, and at nineteen entered upon his 
business life. 

Making his headquarters at Ledyard, lovva, 
A. B. Dunlap, in partnership with his eidest 
brother, embarked in the wholesale hay busi- 
ness, pressing and shipping that staple to differ- 
ent markets. Beginning on a small scale, they 
soon increased their facilities and year by year 
handled greater quantities of hay. By strict at- 
tention to the wishes of their customers, and by 
the exercise of every quality contributing to 
success, they laid the foundations of their future 
prosperity. In 1895 they embarked in tne bank- 
ing business at Ledyard, the institution being 
known as the Dunlap Brothers Bank—a guar- 
antee of its success, as it appeared. 

In November, 1897, the brothers came to 
Oklahoma, but it was not until February, 1899, 
that they disposed of their bank at Ledyard. 
In November, 1897, they started the Oklahoma 
State Bank, the brother as president, while A. 
B, Dunlap has been its vice-president. In De- 
cember, 1808, they organized the private bank 
of Holdenville, I. T., which was inc eae as 
the First National Bank of Holdenville in April; 
1900, its capital stock being $50,000. At the 
head of this popular institution is A. B. Dunlap, 
while his brother is the vice-president. June 1, 
1899, the Washita county State Bank was or- 
ganized at Mountain View, Okla. with A. J. 
Dunlap as president and our subject as vice- 
president, and the same offices are held by tiem 
in the Valley State Bank, of Cloud Chief, Okla., 
which opened its doors for business in April, 
1900. In the ones June the Cotton Na- 
tional Bank, at Oakland, I. T., with a capital 
stock of $25,000, was founded, with ou subject 

as its president and his brother as one of the 

directors. They also are members of the firm 
of Rankin & Dunlap Lumber Company, of Hol- 
denville. They are charter members of the 
Shawnee Club, and are Gold Democrats in polit- 
ical faith. 


| 
C. BROWN. The pleasing impression 
that the appearance of 121 Reno invariably 
produces on the newcomer is in part due 
to the sound judgment and artistic tastes ot the 
surveyors and architects who have assisted in 
laying out its streets and avenues and in erecting 
its public buildings and its residences. Promi- 
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nent among these men stands Mr. C. C. Brown, 
of El Reno, who is a professional architeet and 
civil engineer, and the present county sures 
of Canadian county. 

Mr. Brown was born February 3, 1862, near 
Belleville, St. Clair county, Ill, a son of Witham 
H. Brown. The father was born near Berlin, 
Germany, and grew to manhood in the Fatiher- 
land. Emigrating from there to America, he 
settled as a farmer in J]linois, living in the vicin- 
ity of Belleville until 1869. Going thence to 
Kansas, he spent a year in Topeka, but in 1870 
removed to Wichita, where he has since been 
successfully engaged in the transfer business. 
He married Charlotte Brinkmeyer, who was 
born in Germany, not far from the city ot Ber- 
lin, and they are the parents of seven chudren, 
as follows: W. H., who is engaged in the har- 
ness business in FE] Reno; C. C., the special sub- 
ject of this brief sketch; Minnie, wife of John 
Enders, of Coffeyville, Kans.; Fred, also of Cot- 
feyville; Lewis, a merchant tailor in Wichita, 
Kans.; Mrs. Kate Williams, of Coffeyville; and 
Otto, of Wichita. 

C. C. Brown acquired his preliminary educa- 
tion in the public schools of Kansas, in ‘fopeka 
and Wichita. After his graduation from the 
Wichita high school, he learned the trade of a 
stonecutter, which he followed six years, the 
last four years’ of the time being spent in differ- 
ent parts of Kansas, Missouri and Colorado. 
While living in Colorado Springs, he erected a 
substantial residence and acquired a good busi- 
ness property, both of which he still owns. Be- 
ginning there the study of architecture, for 
which he had a natural inclination, he completed 
the course at the Academy of Architecture and 
Building, in St. Louis, Mo., receiving a diploma, 
and winning the third prize in a class of seventy- 
two competitors. 

In 1893 Mr. Brown removed from Colorado 
Springs, which had been his home for five years, 
to Wichita, Kans., where he was employed as 
an architect for a year. In 1894 he located in 
Il Reno, establishing himself as an architect 
and a civil engineer. In both of these professions 
he has since been successfully employed, hav- 
ing drawn the plans for many of the more 1m- 
portant buildings of the city, including many 
private residences besides his own. In the fall 
of 1898 he was elected county surveyor of Ca- 
nadian county, on the Republican ticket, having 


no opposing candidate, and in January, 1899, 
assumed the office for a term of two vears. Since 


coming here he has had charge of the city en- 
gineering for El Reno, and has given universal 
satisfaction in the work. 

In 1887, in Greenwood county, Kans., Mr. 
Brown married Miss Jennie E. Beamer, a native 
of Ohio, and they have a son, Lorenzo, Polit- 
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ically Mr. Brown is a stanch Republican, and 
does all that he can to advance the interests of 
that party. Traternally he is a member oi the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen. He is con- 
nected with the Territorial Association of Civil 
Engineers and County Surveyors, of which he 
is the treasurer. 


ILLIAM J. DURANT. In the Civil war 
William J. Durant saw a great deai of 
hard service in the ranks of the Federal 

army, and abundantly proved his devotion to his 
country. His record as a soldier is sucn that he 
has reason to be proud of it, and many of his 
friends will take pleasure in perusing his history. 

The parents of the above-named gentleman, 
John and Margaret Durant, were natives of 
Alsace, France, but as early as 1835 they came 
to the United States, and at once settled in Oliio, 
the father following the blacksmith’s trade. The 
family continued to reside in Zanesville, Ohio, 
until 1857, when a removal was made to a farm 
in the locality. 

William J. Durant was born in Muskingum 
county, Ohio, in 1844, and for thirteen years 
lived in Zanesville, where his father was em- 
ployed at his trade. From 1857 until the out- 
break of the Civil war he lived upon a farm, 
attending school in the neighborhood of his 
home. Though he was only seventeen when 
his country’s foundations were threatened, he 
hastened to volunteer his services to the Union, 
and became a private of Company H, Sixty-sec- 
ond Ohio Infantry, October 7, 1861. One of 
his first battles with the enemy was at Kerntown, 
Va., March 23, 1862, and on the 24th of the fol- 
lowing May, while sick with typhoid fever in a 
hospital train, he was taken prisoner at Cedar 
Creek, Va. He was not exchanged until in the 
next November, and was unable to reach his 
regiment before May, 1863. A little later, July 
10, he aided in the taking of the south end of 
Morris Island, and September 7, of the same 
year, helped to capture Tort Wagner. In No- 
vember he went to Hilton Head Island, and on 
New Year’s day, 1864, re-enlisted in the same 
company and regiment, then going home on a 
veteran’s furlough. He returned to his post at 
Fortress Monroe, and accompanied Butler's 
force in an attack upon Richmond, remaining 
in that locality until Grant’s forces passed to 
the south of them, when they became part of 
the Army of the Potomac, acting as part of the 
right wing commanded by that great general. 
At Deep Bottom, August 16, the Sixty-second 

made a gallant maneuver, taking the works of 
the enemy in the face of a fierce fire, losing 
thereby sixty-four men, but scoring a success 
ere the foe was able to fire a second volley. Then 
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stationed on the south bank of the James his 
regiment spent some time in skirmishing, and 
September 29, 1861, fought the battle of Cha- 
pin’s Farm, in the forepart of following month 
that of Darbytown Road, and October 14 lost 
heavily in an encounter about two miles from 
that point. Still later in the month a sortie 
was made and some fortification of the enemy, 
on the south bank of the river, recently lost by 
another regiment, was retaken by the daring 
Sixty-second. April 1, 1865, it joined the left 
wing of Grant’s army. On the 2tst his regi- 
ment formed-a skirmish line, advanced on Fort 
Gregg, went in the ditch around the fort, and 
remained one hour and five minutes until the 
colors of the Thirty-ninth Hlinois came upon the 
field, when they took the fort, this being the last 
fort taken at Petersburg. 

In a skirmish April 6 the colonel of the Sixty- 
second was wounded, and eight of his men were 
killed and wounded, and three days later, when 
moving eastward, over ground which the Union 

cav alry had evacuated, Gordon was encountered 

and his command cut the regiment to pieces, 
for fifty men were lost, and the rout was dread- 
fully disheartening to the boys in blue. News 
of Lee’s surrender, however, swiftly came to 
them, and this was their last engagement. Our 
subject, who had faithfully stood at his post of 
duty throughout his service, was honorably dis- 
charged August 23, 1865, at City Point. 

After this important chapter in the life of Mr. 
Durant had been closed, he soon took another 
very momentous step by wedding Miss Julia FE. 
Longstrath, in March, 1867. She Wwas.a daugh- 
ter of Philip and Anna Longstrath, of Ohio, 
and the young couple continued to make their 
home in that state until 1881, when they re- 
moved: to Jasper county, -Ind., and there the 
devoted wife and mother was called to her 
heavenly home, nine years later. In 1890 Mr. 
Durant married Miss Mary Alice Hurley, daugh- 
ter of Gilbert H. and Catherine Hurley, of Jas- 
per county. Eleven children were born to our 
subject’s first union and only one of the num- 
ber is deceased, and by his second marriage 
he has two children. 

In 1894 Mr. Durant came to Pawnee county, 
Okla. and located a farm on the southwest 
quarter of section 34. township 243 north, range 5 


east. The place is fairly well improved, and 
cighty acres are under cultivation, the remain- 
der being used for pasture land. [ive shenes 


of pure running water are on the pk vee, and add 
much to its desirability. The owner is making 
a success of his business undertakings, and is 
much esteemed in his neighborhood. 

Politically Mr, Durant is independent of party 
lines, voting as he happens to see fit at elections. 
Ile belongs to the Anti-Iorse Thief Association 
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and is greatly concerned in everything which 
relates to local progress. l*or several yeais he 
was an active member of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, while in Indiana. Both he and his wife 
are identified with the Catholic Church. 


/ 

J. DUNLAP... Special aptitude for the 

banking business has been maatfested by 

A. J. Dunlap and his two brothers, whe 
have accomplished a remarkable work within 
the past few years, and have won a piace i the 
front ranks of western financiers. Sterling in- 
tegrity, decision of character and rare foresight 
are among their attributes and the secret of 
their prosperity. Only a few years ago, the sub- 
ject of this sketch was quietly pursuing the 
routine of farm work, as little expecting to take 
a prominent part in the affairs of the world oi 
commerce as did his associates expect it of 
him, but gradually he rose from place to piace, 
making the best of the opportunities within his 
grasp. 

Perhaps from their maternal grandiather, who 
Was an extensive farmer and a keen business 
unan, the Dunlap brothers inherited their marked 
financial ability. The worthy gentlemai re- 
ferred to bore the name of Peter Betsinger, and 
at his death left a valuable estate in New York, 
where he had dwelt for years. Born in Penn- 
sylvania, he came of a fine old family of that 
section of the Union. On the paternal side, Mr. 
Dunlap comes of an honored New Engiand 
family of Scotch descent. His father, Austin 
Dunlap, was born in Oneida county, N. Y., and 
his mother, Melissa (Betsinger) Dunlap, also 
was a native of the Empire state. In 1860 Hans 
tin Dunlap and family removed to Dane count 
Wis., and located upon a farm near eon 
In the fall of 1864 they went to Story county, 
Iowa, where the mother died ere the uew 
vear. Later; the family removed to Dalias 


‘county, same. state, where the father died in 


1887, at the age of fifty-three years. Tis son, 
ea aa eraduate of Simms Medical Coll ege, of 
St. Louis, Mo., is a practicing physician of 
Charles City, Towa, and is the president of the 
First City Bank, of Ledyard, Towa, and occupies 
a like office in the First City Bank of Fort At- 
kinson, same state. A. B., the youngest or the 
three children, is represented elsewhere in this 
volume. 

A, J. Dunlap was born at Oneida, Oneida 
county, N. Y., June 12, 1857, was three vears old 
when taken to Wisconsin, and four vears later 
went to Iowa, in whose public schools he was 
educated. Tlis advantages were not of the best, 
and his summers were spent in the arduous la- 
bors of the home farm. At the age of eigliteen 
he volunteered as a private in Company Kk, 


Second United States Cavalry, and served for 
a year, being mustered out and honorably dis- 
charged at Fort Stecle in the spring of 1877. 
In the meantime he had been stationed at Fort 
D. A. Russell and at Fort Steele, and went on 
the expedition against Crazy Horse and his 
warlike braves, who were forced to surrender 
in the Big Horn mountains. Returning to Iowa, 


the spent ayear at Perty, after which he em- 


barked in a mercantile enterprise at Gowrie, 
same state. In 1878 he went to Adair, lowa, 
and dealt in produce in wholesale quantities for 
two years, and then for a like period was a trav- 
eling salesman for a Des Moines firm. Irom 
1882 to 1895, as a member of the firm of Dun- 
lap Bros., he was engaged in the wt holesale ship- 
ping business, making a specialty of dealing in 
hay, in the meantime living in Webster City 
and later in Ledyard, lowa. 

Six years ago the Dunlap Brothers Bank was 
estelne by them at Ledyard, and it was not 
until 1899 that A. J. Dunlap sold his interest 
in that institution, though in November, 1897 
he had located in Shawnee. Here he organized 
the Oklahoma State Bank, of which he has heen 
the president since its inception. In December. 
1898, the private bank, now the First National 
Bank of Holdenville, was organized by himseit 
and. brother ‘at Hloldenville, I. T. A.B. is the 
president and A. J. Dunlap the vice-president of 
the bank, which was incorporated under its 
present name in April, 1900, with a capital stock 
of $50,c0o0. In June, 1899, the Washita County 
State Bank, now the First National Bank ot 
Mountain View, Okla., was organized, with our 
subject as president, and his brother, A. B., as 
vice-president. In April, 1900, when the Valley 
State Bank at Cloud Chief, Okla., was founded, 
A. J. took the presidency of the same, while 
A. B. Dunlap was made its vice-president. The 
Cotton National Bank at Oakland, I. T., was 
organized in June, 1900, with a capital stock 
of $25,000, A. B. being chosen as presiden: of 
the enterprise, while our subject contents him- 
self with being a director. All of these banks 
are substantial institutions, possessing the cvon- 
fidence and liberal patronage of the puhiic, 
doubtless owing to the fact that the Dumiap 


Brothers are conservative and thoroughly re- 


sponsible parties with whom to transact bust- 
ness. Their enterprises are almost legion, for 
they are men of great public spirit, negiecting 
no opportunity of promoting the welfare of iacir 
communities. Among others which might be 
mentioned, the Rankin & Dunlap Lumber Com- 
pany, of Holdenville, is one of the thriving con- 
cerns in which thev are financially interested. 
In politics they are identified with the geoid- 
standard Democrats. In the Oklahoma Bankers 
Association they are influential members. 
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Grand Master of Masons in Oklahoma. 
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HARLES DAY. Of the many who have 
Cc come from the east and lent their enthu- 

siasm and ability toward the upbuilding 
and development of the promising land of Ok- 
lahoma, few have been more conspicuously 
identified with its best and most substantial in- 
-terests than has Charles Day, of Blackwell. 

The interesting and useful life of this eminent 
pioneer began in Ohio, where he was born April 
7, 1828, a son of William and Nancy Day, na- 
tives respectively of Newark, N. J., and Ireland. 
The paternal grandfather saw much of the very 
early history of the century, and served lus coun- 
try during the war of the Revolution. Wilham 
Day took his family to Brown county, Ind., 
when his son Charles was eleven years of age, 
and after two years removed to Morgan county, 
the same state. Here the youth received an ex- 
cellent home training, and was educated at the 
public schools, and, as an aid to future inde- 
pendence, learned the trade of carriage ironer 
at Indianapolis. 

The war record of Mr. Day forms an impor- 
tant event in his life, and is prolific of more than 
ordinary devotion to his country. At the out- 
break of the rebellion he organized a company 
in Morgan county, known as Company Kk, Sev- 
enth Indiana Infantry, of which he was first 
lieutenant. At the expiration of the three 
months’ service he re-enlisted in Company C, 
Thirty-third Volunteer Infautry, of which he was 
the organizer, and served as captain of the ccom- 
pany. They participated in the principal batties 
of the war, and were captured by Bragg at 
Thompson’s Station, with thirteen hundred oth- 
ers, and taken to Libby prison. After two 
months’ imprisonment he was exchanged with 
the last lot of prisoners at Libby, and rejoined 
his regiment near Chattanooga, under General 
Sherman. He received his discharge at’ Atlanta 
September 22, 1864. 

After the expiration of his term of service Mr. 
Day returned to the Hoosier state and worked 
at his trade until January 3, 1888, when he came 
west to Winfield, Cowley county, Kans., and 
temporarily retired from active life. With the 
vast army of others he made the run to Okla- 
homa April 22, 1889, and located in Guthrie, 
where he lived for four and a half years, engag- 
ing in the money-loaning and real-estate busi- 
ness. He became prominent in the history of 
Guthrie, and served as the first city treasurer, 
and as councilman, and was a member of the 
committee which secured the legalization of 
Guthrie’s charter. September 16, 1893, Mr. 
Day took up his permanent residence in Black- 
well, and has since been one of its firmest ad- 
herents and wisest councillors. He at first se- 
cured a quarter section of land west of the town, 
which has since been demoralized by the cross- 
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ing of four different railroads. Sixty acres of 
this ground has been platted, and is known as 
the Day addition. Two hundred of the lots are 
still the property of the original owner, and who, 
among other fine and disinterested acts, gave 
twenty acres to the Baptist College, which is in 
process of construction, and which promises to 
be a splendid seat of learning. 

Among Mr. Day’s various activities is his re- 
sponsibility as director of the First National 
Bank of Blackwell, for the further promotion of 
which he has just purchased a corner lot for the 
erection of a new bank building. In addition, 
he is the ownér of a fine residence, which adds 
to the aspect of the town. With the cause and 
undertakings of the Masonic order he has ever 
had a vital » interest, having joined the organiza- 
tion in 1851, and since been active in the Blue 
Lodge, Chapter, Council and Commandery. 
He organized the lodge at Blackwell and is 
Grand Master of the territory. In political faith 
he has always been associated with the Repub- 
lican party, and was a national delegate to the 
St. Louis convention. With his family he is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

In Morgan county, Ind., January 26, 1851, 
occurred the marriage of Mr. Day and E. 
V.°Fesler, a daughter of William and C. E. 
Fesler, members of an old Virginia family. Of 
this union there have been five children, four of 


whom are deceased, William G., connected with 


the New York Life Insurance Company, at Win- 
field, Kans., being the remaining son. Mr. Day 
is a member of the Grand Army “of the Republic. 
His unostentatious, kindly and disinterested en- 
thusiasm for the welfare of his adopted town 
have met a ready response in the hearts of his 
fellow townsmen, and he is appreciated for the 
many traits of character and mind so essential 
and admirable in the promoters of new io¢alities. 


L. FRANKLIN holds the palm as Okla- 
homa’s best horseshoer, and certain it is 
that he has few superiors in the west in his 

line of business. For nearly eleven years he 
has lived in Hennessey, where he is well and 
favorably known, but his reputation has brought 
to him more than a local patronage, and few, 
indeed, are the fine trotting horses of this ter- 
ritory which he has not shod. 

Mr. Franklin is of Scotch descent, his great- 
grandt{ather Franklin leaving the land of the 
heather in the early days of United States his- 


tory, in order to become a citizen of the young 
republic. His son, Col. William T., grandfather 
of E. L. Franklin, was born in New England, 


and won his title by gallant services in the war 
of 1812. He was one of the first settlers in 
Wyoming county, N. Y., where he followed his 
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trade as a shoemaker, and also conducted a 
farm. 
had reached the age of ninety-four years. 

The parents of our subject are natives of Wy- 
oming county, N. Y. The mother is of Holland- 
Dutch descent, and for many years her father, 
William Veeder, was a farmer of the western 
part of the Empire state; he lived to a good age, 
his death occurring when he was about eightv- 
seven. In his youth Daniel Franklin, our “sub- 
ject’s father, learned the blacksmith’s trade in a 
carriage shop at Colesville, N. Y., "anid subse- 
quent to his removal to Lee Center, Ill., he car- 
ried on a business of his own for years. He al- 
ways was greatly interested in fine horses, and 
himself trained and drove many noted trotters. 
In 1872 he located in Marshalltown, Iowa, where 
he followed his usual occupations, and later went 
to Tama, Iowa, where he was foreman of the 
Union Plow Company’s works. He next be- 
came a resident of Guthrie county, lowa, owning 
and carrying on a farm near Herndon, and mak- 
ing a business of raising standard- bred horses. 
In 1885 he located a claim in Cheyenne county, 
Kans., and in his endeavors to develop a farm 
lost heavily financially. In the spring of 1890 
he came to Hennessey, and for a period was 
associated with his son, E. L., inthe blacksmith 
business. He now lives in Carthage, Mo., and 
August 2, 1900, celebrated the seventy-fifth an- 
niversary of his birth. His wife is in her sixty- 
sixth year, and both enjoy good health. Tlieir 
only daughter is Mrs. Kate Newton, of Car- 
thage. 

E. L. Franklin was born June 7; 1854, i 
Colesville, N. Y., and was educated in Tilinois, 
At fourteen he commenced learning the black- 
smith’s trade and followed it for a few ycars, 
but at twenty-one he turned his attention to 
photography, and for about a year carried on a 
gallery at Monticello. Then, for three years, 
he was the proprietor of a photograph gallery 
at Tama, Iowa, then selling out and turning his 
attention to other pursuits. Fora period he de- 
voted himself to farming and stock-raising in 
Guthrie county, Iowa, and for two years was 
occupied in buying grain for the firm of Rugg, 
Bryan (& Co, ..0f Peoria, Ill., which concern 
owned an elevator at Herndon, Iowa. In 1885 
he homesteaded a quarter-section of land in 
Cheyenne county, Kans., but, not liking that 
region, he accepted a position as agent for the 
Western Home Investment Company, and em- 
barked in the real-estate business at Bird City, 
Kans. That place was the county seat as long 
as he remained there, and then he deemed it 
adyisable to embark in business at St. Francis. 

In February, 1890, Mr. Vranklin established 
the first blacksmith shop in Tlennessey, and has 
carried it on ever since, Making a specialty 


His death occurred in Iowa, when he. 


property. 
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of fine horseshoeing, he has commanded the 
representative trade, not only of this locality, 
but of all parts of the territory... He even ships 
shoes to Texas for horses whose peculiarities 
he is acquainted with, and the large cabinct 
which he owns, and which contains every va- 
riety of horses’ shoes, is the finest collection to 
be ‘seen in the territory. Personally he is inter- 
ested in raising thoroughbred horses, and he 
usually owns several fine animals. 

In addition to his other enterprises, Mr. 
I'ranklin is interested in lead and zine muncs in 
the Joplin (Mo.) district, where he owns some 
valuable property. In his political views he is 
a Democrat, believing in “free silver,” and when 
the first convention of this party assembled in 
Kingfisher county, he was sent to it as a dele- 
gate, For one term he served as a justice of 
the peace in Hennessey, and won the respect 
of the general public by his fairness and justice. 
Fraternally he is a member of the Odd Fellows 
order and belongs to the Red Men. 

The pleasant modern house which Mr. Frank- 
lin built in Hennessey is the abode of a happy 
family, himself, his wife and their four children. 
Mrs. Franklin bore the maiden name of Clara 
Dagner, and at the time of her marriage she was 
living in Tama, Iowa. She is a native of Cieve- 
land, "Ohio, and her father, Fred ‘Dagner, tate 
employe of the Northwestern Railroad in Iowa, 
was a hero of the Mexican war, being an Ohio 
volunteer. The elder son of our subject, Claude, 
is an enterprising x young man, and is his tather’s 
chief assistant im ‘business. The younger chil- 
dren are named, respectively: Ned, Katie and 
Bessie. 


HARLES H. HANNUM.. A pioneer .of 

Yukon, Mr. Hannum has been an active 

factor in the development and ¢rowth of 
the village, which owes not a little of its pros- 
perity to his ee TUnE and intelligent efforts. At 
the time Oklahoma was opened, in 1889, he was 
among the thousands a, sought a home in the 
territory. Securing a claim in Canadian geounty, 
two miles from the present site of Yukon, he 
commenced the clearing and improving of his 
He had been on his farm about three 
years when the Choctaw, Oklahoma & Gulf 
Railroad was built and the village of Yukon 
was established on the line of the road. Moving 
into town, he opened a mercantile establishment, 
which he conducted for four years and then sold. 
For two subsequent years he carried on a gro- 
cery and implement business, and on selling 
that he took up the real-estate and loan busi- 
ness, in which he has since engaged. Not only 
is he the leading real-estate agent in the village. 
but it said that during the past three ysars 
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(1897-1900) he has done a larger proportion 
of business than any other real-estate man in 
the county. At the same time he has been 
prominent in local movements in the Repub- 
lican party and in educational work. Few have 
done more than he for the promotion of the 
school interests of Canadian county. He was 
a member of the first township board appointed 
by the governor to disburse the funds apprepri- 
ated by the government for educational pur- 
poses. For six years he was also a member of 
the school board of Yukon, during which time 
he sold the bonds for the school building in the 
village, and placed the finances upon a solid and 
permanent basis, greatly to the interests of local 
taxpayers. 

In an early day, James F. and Emma (Lewis) 
Hannum, natives, respectively, of Ohio and 
Kentucky, settled in Missouri, where he fol- 
lowed the occupation of contracting bricklaver. 
During their residence in that state, their son, 
Charles H., was born. He spent his boyhood 
years in Missouri. His father, during the Civil 
war, served in the Union army as a member of 
the Missouri state militia for three years, and 
saw considerable active service. Though en- 
titled to a pension, he has never applied for one, 
as it is a matter of principle with him that he 
should receive no subsequent payment in re- 
turn for doing his duty to his country in her time 
of need. In politics he is a strong Republican. 
He and his wife were charter members of the 
Christian Church in Quincy, Ill, which society 
has since become one of the strongest organiza- 
tions in that city. He is now living in Texas; 
his wife is deceased. 

In 1887 Mr. Hannum moved from Missouri 
to Wichita Falls, Tex., where he bought three 
hundred and twenty acres of land. This he iater 
sold at a fair profit. He then embarked in the 
mercantile business, in which he continued until 
his removal to Oklahoma in 1889. Like his 
father, he is stanchly Republican in political 
belief, and supports, with ardor, the principles 
of the party. While living in Missouri, he mar- 
ried Miss Emma Yater, daughter of C. A. and 
Louisa (Ballinger) Yater,natives of Missouri,ihe 
former a soldier in the Confederate army. \Ir. 
and Mrs. Hannum are the parents of eight chil- 
dren, Edgar L., Lena, Charles, Lulu, Ollie, Guy, 
Frank and Marie. 


H. JACKSON, M. D., a prominent pitysi- 
cian and surgeon of El Reno, where he 
has made his home since 1889, was born 

in Shelbyville, Ind., a son of William and Esther 

(Copeland) Jackson, natives of Ohio and Penn- 

sylvania, respectively, though his ancestors were 

‘originally from Nentucky and of English ori- 
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gin. His father was a cousin of Stonewall Jack- 
son, William Jackson was born in Cincinnati 
and became quite a prominent and influential 
man of that city. He spent much of his life in 
Page and Taylor counties, lowa, where he was 
extensively engaged in farming and stock-rais- 
ing. He always took an active and prominent 
part in the work of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and attended all conferences. He died 
in Iowa,in 1892, aged seventy-four years, his wiie 
in 1890, aged seventy-one. Of the nine children 
born to them, eight are still living, namely: W. 
Bi an extensive “stock-r raiser of Wyoming, and 
ex-sheriff of Sheridan county, that state, and 
Lincoln county, Kans.; A. C., a merchant of 
Iowa.; D. W., a prominent physician of the 
same state; Anna, wife of A. C. Snow; James 
S., an attorney of Iowa; C. L.,.a physician of 
Sheridan county, Wvyo.; Mary, widow of E. J. 
Spaulding; and A. H. 

Dr. A. H. Jackson was reared in Iowa, and 
at the age of seventeen went to Lincoln county, 
Kans., where he served as deputy county clerk, 
and the first postmaster at Lincoln Center for 
two years. In 1870 he began the study of medi- 
cine under Dr. Vernon and Dr. A. N. Gall iday, 
of Iowa, and in 1872 entered the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, at Keokuk, lowa, 
from which he was graduated in 1875. Aiter 
practicing one year in Pawnee county, Neb., 
he entered Rush Medical College, Chicago, in 
1876, and was graduated in 1877. He again 
engaged in practice in Nebraska two years, and 
then went to New Mexico, being appointed con- 
tract surgeon for the government at Fort Stan- 
ton, where he remained a year. In 1878 he re- 
turned to Nebraska, where he engaged in prac- 
tice until the fall of 1879, when elected to the 
state legislature from the nineteenth district, and 
was re-elected in 1880, so acceptably had he 
filled the~ office. In 1883 he was appointed 
United States Indian agent at Maricopa, Ariz., 
and held that position three years, after which 
he was appointed Indian inspector, but soon 
resigned. In 1886 he was appointed United 
States timber inspector for northern Michigan, 
with headquarters at Marquette, but declined to 
serve. 

For two years the doctor was engaged in 
practice at Pleasant Plains, Okla. In 1888 he 
and his family started by wagon en route for 
northern Colorado, but were obliged to stop 
at Fort Reno on account of a crippled herse. 
Here he was called upon to render his services 
as a physician, and it was not long before he 
had built up such an extensive practice that it 
seemed almost impossible to leave, and he de- 
cided to remain. At the opening of that sec- 
tion for settlement he filed a claim on the south- 
west quarter of section 9, El Reno township, 
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Canadian county, and erected one of the best 
houses in the county at that time. His one 
hundred and sixty acres now lie within the city 
limits of El Reno, but he donated one-half of 
the amount to the Rock Island Railroad Com- 
pany in order that a station might be established 
there. Ife has done more for the development 
and upbuilding of the town than any other of its 
citizens, and can now look with pride and satis- 
faction upon the result of his labors. Ic is still 
successfully engaged in the practice of his 
chosen profession, but also gives some attention 
to farming and stock-raising, and has upon his 
place a fine orchard of twelve acres. 

In 1875 Dr. Jackson married Flora B. Reeder, 
who died in 1894, leaving five children: Mabel, 
now the wite of E. E. Gay mor; Edward C., who 
is with the Thirty-third iolddteer Infantry in 
the Philippines; Jessie, Laura I. and A. H., Jr. 
For his second wife the doctor married Jean- 
nette E. Mason, whose two children are: Mag- 
gie, wife of E. E. Munda; and Henry ML., who 
is now at home, but was with the Rough Riders 
at Santiago during the Spanish war, and was 
shot at San Juan Hill. 

Dr. Jackson has been a member of the Ne- 
braska Medical Society, of which he was presi- 
dent in 1885; also a member of the Arkansas, 
California, Arizona and Oklahoma Medical So- 
cieties, and the Canadian County Medical Suci- 
ety, of which he was the first president. He is 
a prominent Mason, having taken the Scottish 
Rite degrees, and now holds membership in El 
Reno Lodge No. 9, A. F. & A. M. In politics 
he is a Republican, and takes an active and 
prominent part in the work of the party, having 
served two terms as chairman of the county 
central committee and a member of the territo- 
rial central committee two terms. 


AMUEL GOFF, a progressive iarmer of 

Canadian county, resides on the northwest 

Giants of section 30, township 13, range 
6 west, his postoffice being El Renc. He was 
born in Greene county, Pa, February 2, 1833, 
and is a son of Jacob and Mary A. Goff. When 
he was a small boy, his parents moved to Chi- 
cago, in which vicinity his father owned one 
hundred and sixty acres of land. After a pe- 
riod of one year he traded it for one hundred 
and sixty acres in La Salle county, Ill., where 
both of his parents died. ; 

At that time but eight vears of age, our sub- 
ject afterward made his home with his oider 
brother until he reached the age of twenty-one. 
He had to go three or four miles to attend school 
and his education was very limited. In 1857 
he went to Kansas and settled on government 
land in Bourbon county, In 1861, at the first 
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call for three months’ soldiers, he enlisted in 
Company B, First Kansas Infantry, as corporal, 
C. W. Blair being captain. The regiment was 
never regularly organized in the United States 
service. Returning to Illinois, he enlisted in 
Company B, Second Illinois Cavalry, as ccm- 
pany blacksmith, which trade he had learned 
when twenty-one and had followed for’ some 
years in Kansas, and two years in Iowa. He was 
with that regiment for three vears, and voln- 
teered to carry a gun and fight in the battle of 
Belmont, soon after being given special duties 
in the ranks. He served reeularly y as a soldier 
and was in the battles of Forts Henry and Don- 
elson, Pittsburg Landing, evacuation of Corinth 
and the battle of Corinth. He was body guard 
for “Uncle Dick” Oglesby at the time he was 
wounded, and was sent away with a dispatch. 
Although in many skirmishes, he was never 
wounded, and though he was sick, he would not 
go to the hospital. 

After his time of service was ended, Mr. Goff 
was mustered out at Baton Rouge, La. and 
returned to Kansas, resuming work at his trade 
in Bourbon county. In 1865 he married Mar- 
tha A. Williams, who died in Bourbon county, 
and by whom he had four children: Mrs. Inez 
Hulbert, who lives on an adjoining farm; Mrs. 
Clara Smith, who lives in Canadian county; 
Charles, of Oklahoma; and Harry, who lives in 
New Mexico. Mr. Goff remained in Bourbon 
county until 1885 or 1886, then moved to Cald- 
well, and while there joined Payne’s Boomers, 
who came to Oklahoma and started to open the 
country. To them is really due the credit for 
the opening of the territory. 

April 22, 1889, Mr. Goff made the run with 
the others, but was unfortunate and did not se- 
cure a claim. However, after a year in Kansas, 
he returned to Oklahoma and located where he 
now resides, at first living in a dugout, but now 
having a nicely improv ed property. January 7, 
1893, he married Mrs. Anna Lamb, nee Kearns, 
who lived in the neighborhood. She was born 
in County Monaghan, Ireland, and is a daughter 
of John and Rose Kearns. She was nine years 
old when her parents came to America and io- 
cated in Herkimer county, N. Y., and they sub- 
sequently moved to Saratoga county, N. Y. 
After her marriage to R. H. Lamb, she moved 
to Elk county, Kans., where her husband died. 
She has four children living: Mrs. Dora Nel- 
son, who lives in Kay county, Okla.; Clarence, 
who is foreman on a ranch near Meeker, Coalo.; 
Mrs. Abbie Shaw, who lives in Canadian county; 
and William Lamb, who makes his home in 
Reno township. She came to Oklahoma to cook 
for railroad men the vear after the opening, and 
in December, r880, she took a claim and made 
that her home, 
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In 1856 Mr. Goff cast his first vote for Bu- 
chanan for president, and in 1864 voted for Lin- 
coln. He is independent in local politics, but 
Democratic in national. In Bourbon county, 
Kans., he joined Lodge No. 115, A. Ff. & A. M., 
filling all of the chairs except master and first 
warden. He was also a member of the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen. 


F. HAMILTON, M. D., of Shawnee, en- 
joys the distinction of being the pioneer 
physician of this immediate locality, and 
few of the citizens have displayed more interest 
than he in the upbuilding of this now flourish- 
ing place. Throughout this portion of the great 
west he is well known, and his prominence in his 
profession may be indicated at the beginning of 
this sketch by the mere statement that he is the 
president of the Territorial Board of Medical 
Examiners, having been honored by election to 
that responsible position in January, I900. He 
is vice-president of the Territorial Board of 
Health, under appointment of Governor Barnes 
in the fall of 1899. Moreover, he is the ex-sec- 
retary of the Territorial Medical Association 
and belongs to the American Medical, the South- 
ern Kansas Medical and the Pottawatomie 
County Medical and Surgical Associations. At 
present he also holds the office of president of 
the Board of Pension Surgeons of Pottawatomie 
county, and is ex-grand medical examiner of the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen of Okla- 
homa and Indian Territory. 

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Hon. 
Justin Hamilton, born near Buffalo, N. Y., was 
one of the pioneers of Mercer county, Chio, and, 
indeed, was employed as a surveyor of that lo- 

cality, aiding in the work of laying out the 
county and the town of Mendon, among others. 
By force of character and sterling qualities 
which inspired the esteem of his associates, he 
rose to distinction, and served in the Ohio state 
general assembly. Ie was of Scotch-Irish de- 
scent, his father and uncle having emigrated 
from the northern part of the Emerald Isle to 
this country prior to the War of Independence, 
in which conflict he loyally participated. He 
settled in the then new portion of the Empire 
state, his home being near Buffalo, and in that 
locality several generations of his family have 
been born. The death of Hon. Justin Hamilton 
occurred when he was in his sixty-seventh year. 

Justin D. Hamilton, father of the doctor, was 
born on the old homestead, near Mendon, Ohio. 
Upon reaching maturity he married Eliza J. 
Snavely, a native of that locality, and a daugh- 
ter of one of the first settlers of the county men- 
tioned, as he took up his abode there about 1810. 
IJe was born in Germany and lived near Harris- 
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burg, Pa., for some years after his arrival in 
America, taking part in the War for Independ- 
ence. During the Civil war Justin D. Hamilton 
repeatedly volunteered his services to the Union, 
but was not accepted, the quota being full. Dur- 
ing his mature life he devoted himself to farm- 
ing, always living near Mendon. In November, 
1898, he was summoned to the silent land, and 
his widow still lives at the old homestead. 

Dr. B. F. Hamilton, the eldest of mine chil- 
dren, two of whom are deceased, was born Au- 
rust 31, 1857, in the same house and room which 
was his father’s place of nativity. An apt stu- 
dent, he made excellent progress in the com- 
mon and high school of Mendon, and when 
about eighteen years of age taught in his home 
district. For five winters ue was thus employed, 
in the meantime pursuing scientific and classical 
studies in the Valparaiso (Ind.) Normal during 
the summer season. For three years, while 
teaching, he devoted his leisure to medical stud- 
ies, under the guidance of Dr. J. B. Haines, of 
Mendon, and in 1881 entered the Ohio Medical 
College at Cincinnati. There he received the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1884, and for 
the following six months was engaged in the 
practice of his profession in Mendon. Prior to 
this, however, he had spent his summers in prac- 
ticing in the Good Samaritan Hospital, of Cin- 
cinnati, under able physicians, thus gaining valu- 
able experience. 

In the autumn of 1884 Dr. Hamilton located 
in Millerton, Sumner county, Kans., and eight- 
een months later removed to Wellington, “the 
county seat, where he remained until the spring 
of 1892. For four terms he served as county 
coroner, at length resigning that position, as he 
desired to come to Oklahoma. In February, 
1892, he was appointed physician to the Mexi- 
can-Kickapoo Indians, and to the Absentee- 
Shawnee Indian school in old Shawnectown. 
He continued to serve in that office until 1807, 
when he became a citizen of Shawnee. F rom the 
beginning of his residence in this county lie had 
had the privilege of practicing among the white 
settlers of the locality, and became weil known 
in Tecumseh, Shawnee and neighboring towns. 
Since 1896 he has kept an office in Shawnee, and 
for about four years has dwelt here. In 1898 
the office of physician to the Indians before- 
mentioned was abolished, but he continues to 
minister to the needs of the students at the Ab- 
sentee-Shawnee school. Going to Chicago in 
18098, he pursued a special course in medical 
work, and again, two years later, attended the 
Post-Graduate College in that metropolis. 

Dr. Hamilton has identified himself with nu- 
merous local enterprises, and accordingly is the 
more esteemed as a citizen. One of the incor- 
porators of the Shawnee National Bank, he now 
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is a director, and in 1899 was its vice-president 
until he resigned. His office is centrally situ- 
ated, being in the Shawnee National Bank 
Building. Besides owning a good farm in this 
county, and his own handsome residence, he 
has a third interest in the opera-house, a well- 
equipped modern assembly hall. In company 
with F. B. Reed and Professor Ware he bought 
the old opera-house and instituted substantial 
improvements. To-day, with a capacity of 
eight hundred or more persons, the auditorium 
is 50x130 feet in dimensions, and is thor- 
oughly safe and comfortable. The doctor is a 
member of the Shawnee Club, is a Mason and 
member of the Ancient Order of United Work- 
men. Politically he is a true-blue Repubiican. 

In 1897 the doctor built what is considered 
one of the finest residences in Shawnee or this 
section of the county. This pleasant modern 
home, at No. 118 North Park street, is presided 
over by the doctor’s cultured wife, formerly Miss 
Luella Mann, to whom he was wedded in Sum- 
ner county, Kans. She is a native of Shelby 
county, lll., and was educated in St. Mary's Con- 
vent, at St Marys, Kans. Burris Franklin, eld- 
est child of the doctor and wife, died when fifteen 
months old. John Forest, the second child, 
was accidentally killed when in his seventh year, 
by the premature discharging of a gun. Edna 
Agnes, the only daughter, died when about four 
and a half years old. Cletus A., the youngest 
of the family, is four years old. 


F. MITCHELL. The growth and pros- 
perity of a new country or town depends 
at all times upon the enterprise and dar- 

ing courage of its earliest settlers, and El Reno 
has been blessed from its inception with citizens 
of fearless energy and great breadth of pur- 
pose, prominent among whom stands the gentle- 
man whose name appears at the head of this 
sketch. 

Mr. Mitchell was born January 28, 1851, in 
Tiskilwa, Bureau county, IHl., a son of Samuel 
H. Mitchell, and a grandson of Samuel Mitchell, 
who was born in Virginia, but became an early 
settler of Wisconsin, where he was engaged in 
farming during his active life. Samuel Mitchell 
was born in Wisconsin, and was there reared 
to agricultural pursuits. Subsequently he lo- 
cated in Bureau county, Ill, where he became 
a prominent farmer and stockman, and was also 
engaged in the practice of medicine. In 1868 
he became a resident of Fairfield, Jefferson 
county, lowa, where he continued his profes- 
sional duties in connection with farming and 
stock-raising, remaining there until 1884, when 
he removed to Minneapolis, Minn., where he 
is still practicing medicine. He is an active 
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member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and one of the leading members of the fraternity 
of Odd Fellows, belonging to lodge and En- 
campment. He married Mrs. Elizabeth (Gii- 
bert) Robbins, who was born in Virginia, of Eng- 
lish parentage, but was reared and educated in 
Indiana. She died in Minneapolis. By her first 
marriage she was the mother of three children, 
and of her second union seven children were 
born, of whom four are now living, E. F. being 
the oldest, and one son, Lawrence, being a 
physician in Tracy, Minn. 

E. F. Mitchell lived in Tiskilwa, TIL, until 
seventeen years old, receiving his education in 
the district schools, and on the home farm, a 
mile and a half from town, acquiring a thorough 
knowledge of the various branches of agricul- 
ture, more especially of the stock business, in 
which his father was extensively engaged, hav- 
ing bought and shipped stock to Chicago prior 
to the establishment of the Union stock yards, 
shipping to the small yards on the Lake Shore, 
and was in the business when the present stock 
yards were started. Mr. Sherman, the first pres- 
ident of the Union Stock Yards Company, still 
retains the position, and Mr. Mitchell continues 
the acquaintance with him that was begun so 

many years ago. In 1868 Mr. Mitchell removed 
to Fairfield, lowa, where he engaged in stock 
dealing, shipping first to the old Union market, 
in St. Louis, then to the new stock yards in 
East St. Louis, and afterwards to the Kansas 
City yards. He subsequently turned his atten- 
tion to the trade in Nebraska, it being the time 
when the rush for homesteads was going on 
in that state, and for a while did an extensive 
business, buying horses and mules in St. Louis 
and sending them as far west as Grand Island. 
In 1881, during a great conflagration at Hast- 
ings, Neb., he was entirely burned out, losing 
seven thousand head of horses and mules. 

Not discouraged by his losses, Mr. Mitchell 
commenced life anew in St. Joseph, Mo., where 
he dealt in cattle, making a specialty of horses 
and mules, for some time peeve in partnership 
with John Donovan, Jr., the present general 
manager of the Union stock yards at St. Jo- 
seph. Subsequently he embarked in a new bisi- 
ness, Organizing a company, capitalized at 
$20,000, and started the first herdic line in that 
city, but in that he was unsuccessful from the 
first, and again lost his property. Going then 
to St. Louis, he again started in the same stock 
business as before, being located at No. 1515 
North Broadway, where for more than seven 
years he handled upwards of three thousand 
head of horses and mules annually, shipping to 
the markets of Harrisburg, Philadelphia, Pitts- 
burg, Boston and New York, dealing principally 
in horses. During that time he also supplied 
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the Union Pacific Express Company and the 
St. Louis Express Company with horses, hav- 
ing been one of the most extensive dealers of 
that day. 

In 1889 Mr. Mitchell came to Oklahoma, and 
on April 23d of that year located in Canadian 
county, in the old city of Reno, where he im- 
proved a large tract of land, and captlanas in 
the stock business. In 1892 he settled in El 
Reno, which became the city, and has nee main- 
tained his residence, and done much towards 
advancing the city’s prosperity. On the corner 
of Rock Island avenue and Wade street, he 
built the ‘first court-house, which the county 
rented for three years and then bought. His 
operations in cattle are very heavy, while in 
Darlington having traded much with the In- 


dians. At one time he sold to the Cieyenne 
Indians $28,000 worth of goods, including 
wagons, groceries, horses, mules, dry goods, 


etc., and, as they could not write, he took their 
notes, agreeing to pay him when they got their 
money from the government, with just their 
marks for signatures, he making out the 
notes himself and signing their names. AlI- 
though many considered it an injudicious 
act, he received almost the entire amount, 
losing not more than S600. He owns at 
least three hundred thousand acres of land, 
having one ranch of twelve hundred acres, east 
of Caddo Springs, stocked with a hundred head 
of full-blooded Herefords, and another ranch 
of eighty thousand acres, south of Anadarko, 
in Kiowa and Comanche counties, this being 
all fenced. He makes a specialty of raising 
graded Herefords, and ships full-bred bulis to 
every part of the Union. 

A Democrat in politics, he assisted in organ- 
izing the Democratic party in Oklahoma, and 
was nominated as representative-at-large for the 
territory, but was defeated by two hundred and 
seventy-four votes. In 1893 he entered the race 
for United States marshal, having the endorse- 
ment of the entire political and judiciary force 
of the territory. He went to Washington, D.C., 
where he had the assurance of Grover Cleve- 
land that he .would not recognize any but the 
home movement, but soon after his return home, 
when the fight had dwindled down to the two 
candidates, with himself ahead, influences were 
set at work which secured the appointment of 
his opponent. He was the only delegate to the 
I'ree-Silver League from Oklahoma, and was a 
delegate to the national Democratic convention 
in 1896, when W. J. Bryan was nominated for 
the presidency. 

Mr. Mitchell has been a member of the EI 
Reno school board, having served as president 
of the first school board of the city. He belongs 
to the Commercial Club, of which he was one 
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of the organizers, and belongs to the Oklahoma 
Cattle Growers’ Association, of which. he is 
chairman of its executive committee. He has 
attended every cattle convention in the past 
two years, and in their mectings has taken an 
active part. In January, 1899, at the National 
Cattle Growers’ Association, held in Denver, 
Colo., he read a paper on grading and breeding 
cattle, and also spoke at the convention held 
in 1899 at Woodward, and at the Midland Ter- 
ritorial Convention, his remarks being listened 
to with interest. He attends the Congregational 
Church, of which he is a member. 

In Jefferson county, Iowa, in 1872, Mr. Mitch- 
ell married Mattie I. Johnson, who was born in 
Somerset, Ohio, a daughter of William Johnson, 
and a granddaughter of James Johnson, who 
was born in Scotland, but emigrated with his 
family to Ohio. William Johnson was a life- 
long resident of Somerset, Ohio, where he was 
engaged in the jewelry business until his death, 
at the age of thirty-one years. He was a Cath- 
olic in religion. He married Susan Shaefer, who 
was born in Pennsylvania, a daughter of Charles 
Shaefer, and died at E! Reno, in 1899, aged sev- 
enty- four years. The Shaefer family were Presby- 
terians. Mr.and Mrs. Mitchell have twechildren: 
Frederick Edward is now auditor for the Chi- 
cago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad, with head- 
quarters at Topeka, Kans.; and George Herbert, 
a graduate of the Fort Worth Military School, 
is now taking lessons in voice culture in Chi- 
cago. 


F. MYERS. The ancestry of the Myers 

. family is German, and the first members to 

leave the Fatherland and settle in America 
became identified with the early history of Penn- 
sylvania. There the paternal grandfather, john 
F. Myers, was born; in practically the dawn of 
the century he sought changed conditions in 
Indiana. His general farming interests were 
conducted upon government land, for which he 
paid $1.25 per acre, and upon ‘which he re- 
mmaiiiea until his death, at the advanced age of 
ninety-one years. 

J. F. Myers was born in Newton county, Ind., 
in 1861. His parents, A. A. and Mary E. My ers, 
were natives of Indiana, and had a family of 
seven children, five of whom are living. A. A. 
Myers left his home in Indiana and moved to 
Kansas in 1873, locating in Hutchinson county, 
where he now lives, having retired from active 
participation in business affairs. He has always 
been prominent in the Republican party, and is 
a veteran of the Civil war, during the progress 
of which he had the misfortune to lose a_leg, 
the catastrophe occurring at the battle of Nash- 
ville. 
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On his father’s farm in Indiana, J. F. Myers 
received an excellent home training, and was 
reared to agricultural pursuits. In Hutchinson, 
Kans., he obtained the greater part of his educa- 
tion, and grew to man’s estate. As a means of 
livelihood he engaged in the stock business 
buying horses and cattle in Vexas and selling 
them in Kansas. In addition, he became iiter- 
ested in the butchering business at Arlington. 

September 10, 1893, Mr. Myers made the run 
into the Cherokee outlet, and secured consid- 
erable town property in Pond Creek. In the 
fall of the same year this property was sold, and 
the former owner came to Kingfisher county, 
and located upon the claim in Center township 
which has since been his home. Trees were 
immediately set out in the orchard to the 1ium- 
ber of one thousand and two hundred, and 
specialty was made of seedling roses. There is 
also a vineyard. Here Mr. Myers conducts 
general farming and raises some stock, and h 
has facilitated matters by digging two wells, 
which are practically exhaustless. 

By his marriage, in 1886, Mr. Myers has one 
child, Mary Elizabeth. A nephew has also 
found a home since his childhood with these 
hospitable people. 

In politics Mr. Myers is a member of the Re- 
publican party, and is connected with the school 
board of district 39, of which he has been a 
member for three years, T'raternally he is asso- 
ciated with the Modern Woodmen of America, 
at Dover, and the present banker of Camp No. 
7057. During his residence in Oklahoma he has 
attained to considerable success, and is one of 
the respected citizens of the community. 


UDGE J.C.ROBBERTS. The honor of bav- 
ing been ‘the first mayor of Kingfisher be- 
longs to the subject of this article, who has 

been an influential factor in the upbuilding of 
this thriving city. Ile possesses the qualities 
which are most needed in a public official, and 
faithfully and fearlessly has performed every 
duty devolving upon him. 

Judge Robberts is a native of Grinnell, Iowa, 
his birth having occurred there fifty years ago. 
His grandfather, Cornelius Robberts, was born 
near Richmond, Ky., in 1797, a worthy scion 
of a sterling old family of that state, and at an 
early day he became a pioneer of Bartholomew 
county, Ind. His son, Rev. James I’. Robberts, 
father of the judge, was born in the county men- 
tioned in 1820, and, following the example of his 
enterprising ancestors, Icft home in early man- 
hood to found a new home on the frontier. In 

1848 he,took up his abode in Grinnell, and for 
a number of years devoted his attention to the 
improving of a homestead. Later, as the country 
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became more populous, he took up active work 
as a minister of the Congregational denoniuna- 
tion, and labored in the Master’s vineyard with 
gratifying results. After many years thus spent 
in Iowa, he came to Kingfisher seven years ago, 
and is now living retired, honored and beioved 
by all. His wife, Roxie Ann, a daughter of 
Jacob Denning, was born in Virginia, though 
the father was a native of Connecticut. At an 
eatly period he removed to Edinburg, Ind., 
where he was a pioneer farmer. 

Of the five surviving children of Rev. J. F 
Robberts and wife, our subject is next to the 


youngest. He was reared in Grinnell, his na- 
tive four and, after finishing his public-school 
education, entered Western College, where he 


remained one year. Later he became a student 
in Simpson College, at Indianola, Iowa, and was 
graduated from that institution with the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts in 1870. He then com- 
menced his preparation for the law by- entering 
the office of Warner & Bullock, at Leon, Iowa, 
and was admitted to the bar in March, 1872 
That year he was elected to the responsible 
office of superintendent of the schools of De- 
catur county, Jowa, and served in thar capacity 
for four years, being re-elected at the close of his 
first term. He resigned in the Centennial year 
and moved to David Caty,, Neb. “There 4 en- 
joyed an excellent legal practice, and for one 
term was one of the county commissioners of 
Butler county. Further honors awaited him, 
and, elected to the legislature of Nebraska, he 
represented his district in the sixteenth, seven- 
teenth and eighteenth general assemblies of that 
state. At the close of his last term in the house, 
the governor appointed him prosecuting attor- 
ney of the fourth judicial district of Nebraska, 
and he loyally met the requirements of that dif- 
ficult position, winning the commendation of 
the public. 

On the 20th of March, 1889, Judge Robierts 
received his appointment to the post of register 
of the United States land office at Kingfisher, 
then a hamlet on a stage line. He came ints the 
territory on the 20th of April following, and on 
the next day proceeded from Guthrie to Ning- 
fisher, where he “held the fort” for a short time 
in a small, roofless building. Continuing under 
Harrison’s administration and until September 
15, 1893, he thus met, in his official capacity, a 
large proportion of the pioneers of this’ county, 
and by his uniform courtesy and fairness made 
hosts of lifelong friends. For the past seven 
years he has been activ ely engaged in the prac- 
tice of law, and is the legal adviser of numerous 
local firms and corporations, inclwling the 
Winefisher Bank, Rock Island Railroad and 
the Guthrie & Wingfisher Railroad. In the 
spring of 1893 he was elected mayor of this 
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city, as previously noted, and judiciously man- 
aged local affairs in that unsettled period. As 
a member of the Territorial Bar Association and 
of the Kingfisher County Bar Association he 
has increased his acquaintanceship and sphere 
of usefulness. In politics he has been an earnest 
worker for the principles and nominees oi the 
Republican party, and in 1896 assisted in the 
nomination of McKinley, as he was a delegate to 
the national convention at St. Louis, and yave 
his influence to the great statesman. [or several 
years the judge has served as a member of the 
school board of Kingfisher and has exerted a 
powerfulinfluence in the cause of education here. 
He was one of the organizers of Kingfisher 
Academy and assisted in reorganizing Kingtisher 
College, in which institution he has been one of 
the trustees from its inception. He was initi- 
ated into Masonry while residing in David City, 
and now belongs to Kingfisher Lodge No. 8, 
ALF. A.M. 

In J.20n, Lowa, the judge married Miss Sarah 
C. Martin, one of the native daughters of the 
place. -Of their four living children, the eicest, 
George Burton, an admitted attorney-at-law, is 
engaged in the furniture business in this city. 
Bessie is a graduate of the high school here, 
and Margaret is a student in the Ladies’ Col- 
lege at Liberty, Mo., while Max, the youngest 
of the family, is attending the city schools and 
is at home. Mrs. Robberts, who is a lady of 
varied intellectual and social attainments, is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal! Church. 


L. FERREIRA. The ancestry of the 

. Ferreira family is Portuguese, the mater- 

nal family, Nunes, also coming from that 
country. The maternal grandiather, Major 
Nunes, was assigned to military duty in the 
Madeira islands, as a trusted officer of the Portu- 
guese army. Major Nunes with his family, prior 
to the Civil war, located on a farm north of Jack- 
sonville, Ill. He was accidentally killed by a 
hand car while crossing a railroad bridge. His 
wife, Clara Nunes, still makes her home on the 
farm near Jacksonville, Ill, and is now ninety 
years old. The paternal grandfather, Angelo 
Ferreira, was born in Funchal, the capital of the 
islands, and was a powder maker by occupation. 
He met an untimely death, being accidentally 
killed by an explosion of powder. During their 
residence in the Madeiras, the family fell under 
the displeasure of the more conservative element 
of the Catholic church, and were vigorously 
persecuted for their liberal and advanced views. 
Seeking an asylum where liberty of thought and 
speech were not only permitted but encouraged, 
the grandmother Jerreira brought her little 
family to the United States, and settled in 
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Springfield, Ill. Mer son, Henry Angelo, the 
father of our subject, was then quite young, but 
he was an industrious lad, and worked his way 
to the front as a builder. Subsequently he lo- 
cated .on a farm purchased by himself north of 
Springfield, and engaged in agricultural pursuits 
until the breaking out of the Civil war. As a 
soldier in the Twenty-ninth Illinois Infantry, 
he served with courage and distinction until the 
cessation of hostilities. After the war he con- 
tinued cultivating the same farm until the spring 
of 1888, when he moved to Kingman county, 
Kans. He made the run April 22, 1889, and 
secured a claim on section 28,township 16, range 
5, where the family still resides. 

G. L. Ferreira was born January 11, 1867, in 
Springfield, Ill., and was reared on his father’s 
farm, and educated in the public schools. When 
fifteen years of age he began to be self-sup- 
porting, and earned a fair competence for him- 
self by working for the surrounding farmers. 
Desiring larger prospects than offered by his 
present occupation, he went, in 1888, to Nash- 
ville, Kingman county, Kans., to await the open- 
ing of the Oklahoma strip. With others of an 
equally aspiring nature, he made the run on the 
famous 22nd of April, 1889, and located on a 
claim ten miles east and two south of King- 
fisher. This he proceeded to improve until 1899, 
when he sold out to another party. In February 


-of the same year, he permanently located in 


JXingfisher, where he has since conducted a feed 
and sale stable, and extensively engaged in buy- 
ing and selling horses and mules. 

In Downs, Ningfisher county, Okla., Mr. Fer- 
reira was united in marriage with Mary Rector, 
of Champaign county, Ill, and a daughter of 
Frank Rector, a native of Kentucky. Frank 
Rector came to Oklahoma in 1889 and is now 
living at Enid. He served during the Civil war 
ina kentucky regiment. Mr. lerreira has been 
prominently identified with the undertakings 
of the Republican party, and has for several 
years been a member of the central committee, 
in fact he was one of its organizers. In 1900 
he was elected councilman from the third ward, 
and during the term of his service has given 
general satisfaction. During his residence in 
\Ningfisher, he has substantially impressed his 
merit and personality upon the community, and 
is regarded as one of its most enterprising, 
broad-minded and helpful citizens. 


ATHAN D. YORK was, during his active 
and useful life, imterested, among other 
things, in agriculture, in the prosecution of 

which he attained a marked degree of success. 
Ilis farm in Oklahoma, to which he devoted the 
last years of his life, was located on the southeast 
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quarter of section 26, township 19, range 4 west, 
Logan county. 

Nathan D. York was born in North Carolina 
in 1844, and was a son of James and Sarah 
(Grand) York, natives of New York state.. They 
were worthy and industrious people, who settled 
in Champaign county, Ill, in 1851. Surrounded 
with the usual home influences, Nathan York 
received an excellent training in work aLout 
the farm, as well as a good education in the dis- 
trict schools. At the age of twenty he married 
Sarah Lewis, a daughter of Nathan and Clarissa 
(Whitney) Lewis, the former deceased and the 
latter living in Iowa. 

After his marriage Mr. York lived in TIIli- 
‘nois for about eight years, moving thence to 
Dallas county, Iowa, to a farm which he owned 
and operated. This farm was composed of three 
hundred and twenty acres of land, upon which 
coal was located. He sold the place, and after 
doing so oil was discovered, and it is now owned 
py the Omaha Gas Company. For a time he 
continued to reside in Iowa, on his father-in- 
law’s farm, until a few months before the open- 
ing of Oklahoma, when he went to St. Clair 
county, Mo., and later came to the territcry, 
where he pre-empted the claim on which he 
afterwards lived. This and the claim of one 
hundred and sixty acres purchased later by his 
widow constitute well-improved land, with con- 
venient and well-constructed house and out- 
buildings, running water and modern appli- 
ances for conducting farm work. 

To Mr. and Mrs. York were born ten children, 
who are a source of comfort and pride to their 
widowed mother. Viola is the wife of Mr. New- 
man, a farmer living in Oklahoma; James is in 
Iowa; Lewis is living at home; Joseph resides 
in Missouri; William is a farmer in Oklahoma; 
Cora is now Mrs. Hendricks, and lives in the 
territory; I'red works the home place; Effie 


is now Mrs. Johnson, and lives in Oklahoma; 


Maud Lucinda and Elsie Virginia are at home. 


ON. HENRY SHEPLOR, one of the fore- 
most citizens of Oklahoma county, has 
resided here only eight years, but has be- 

come widely known on account of the active part 
which he has taken in public affairs. In 1884 
he was a member of the Illinois state legislature, 
and in 1892 his name was brought forward here 
as a nominee for the territorial council, but, be- 
cause of his short residence here, he withdrew 
from the canvass. He has occupied numerous 
minor offices with marked ability and zeal, and 
has won the admiration of the public by his in- 
tegrity and devotion to its interests. 

The paternal great-grandparents of Mr. Shep- 
lor came to Allegheny county, Pa., from Ger- 


‘and continued to dwell in 
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many, and there they assisted in the early settle- 
ment of that now prosperous region. John 
Sheplor, next in the line of descent to our sub- 
ject, was born in the Keystone state, and when 
Ohio was a wilderness, of which the Indians 
held full possession, he removed to the state and 
cleared a farm in the vicinity of Lancaster. He 
was a typical pioneer, and, by hard and persever- 
ing toil, won an abundant competence. In his 
early life he taught school, and, for his day and 
limited opportunities, he was well informed. He 
used his ballot for Democratic nominees, and his 
posterity have largely followed in his political 
footsteps. 

Philip, father of Henry Sheplor, was born in 
Pennsylvania, and grew to maturity in Ohio, 
where he became a successful farmer. In 1839 
he removed to Coles county, Ill., where he not 
only served as a justice of the peace and trustee 
of his township, but also was a candidate for 
sheriff on the Democratic ticket. He was a 
trustee and loyal member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, and attained the ripe age of four- 
score and three years. To himself and wife, 
whose maiden name was Nellie McCawley, six- 
teen children were born, and ten of the number 
reached their majority. Mrs. Sheplor was a na- 
tive of Fairfield county, Ohio, and she died in 
1851, during the dread epidemic of cholera. 
Amy, the eldest daughter, is the wife of Lewis 
Hill, of Colorado, and Ellen is Mrs. William 
Robinson, of Spring Creek township, Oklahoma 
county. Benjamin F. resides in Illinois, and 
Samuel lives in Indiana. The other members of 
the family are Edward (the oldest child), John, 
Andrew, Elizabeth, Henry and Thomas J. 

Henry Sheplor was born in Fairfield county, 
Ohio, and early learned the business of farming. 
In 1854 he settled on land in Morgan county, 
Ind., where he was extensively engaged in stock- 
raising and agriculture. He owned seven hun- 
dred and forty acres of fine land, and at times had 
fully one thousand Poland-China hogs, and great 
herds of cattle and high-grade horses. He dealt 
in live stock to such an extent and so success- 
fully that he amassed a large fortune. In 1879 
he returned to the old Jllinois homestead, which 
he bought, together with other property there. 
that locality until 
1892, when, on account of poor health, he dis- 
posed of his real estate and came to Oklahoma. 
Here he has fully recovered his health and 
strength, and is carrying on his farm in his usual 
progressive and business-like manner. Ile owns 
a quarter section of land, and, besides his large 
orchards and vineyards, fertile pastures where 
he raises a good grade of cattle, horses and hogs. 
he has one hundred acres under cultivation, and 
at the county fair has taken first premiums upon 
wheat, corn and other products. 
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For years Mr. Sheplor has attended the Dem- 
ocratic conventions of his county and state, and 
frequently has presided over the deliberations of 
these bodies as chairman, and several times has 
served as chairman of the county central com- 
mittee. When in Illinois he held the office of 
road commissioner for three years, and in Mor- 
gan county, Ind., was township assessor and 
county land appraiser. In 1898 he was elected 
justice of the peace, and still is acting in that 
capacity, besides being a member. of the school 
board of district No. 74. In 1884 he was elected 
to the Illinois legislature and served one term of 
two years. In the Masonic order he attained the 
Royal Arch degree, but later applied for a de- 
mittance. 

The first wife of Mr. Sheplor, whose maiden 
name was Eveline Haase, died and left three 
children, Dora I., now the wife of E. A. French: 
Seymour A. and Darius E. The present wife of 
our subject, formerly Mrs. Nellie (Shidler) 
Lisher, is a daughter of Benjamin F. Shidler, a 
native of Ohio. She has one son, Oliver B. 
Lisher, by her first husband, James N. Lisher. 
Mrs. Sheplor is proficient in music, and for 
twenty-six years was a teacher of the art, both 
on the piano and organ. In 1886 she became 
actively connected with temperance work in 
Illinois, and the following year she was honored 
by being made president of the Sixteenth Con- 
gressional district, comprising ten counties. In 
Cumberland county, Ill., she was president of 
the Sunday-school Association for four years. 
In 1893 she was chosen president of the Wom- 
an’s Christian Temperance Association of Okla- 
homa Territory, and from that year until 1900 
_ she also served as territorial evangelist for the 

W.C. T. U. She is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal denomination. Like her husband, she 
is interested in educational matters, and is now 
the president of the local school board. They 
hold membership with the Oklahoma City 
Methodist Church, Mr. Sheplor formerly having 
served as one of its trustees. 


AMUEL JAMES CONNER, one of the 
prominent and successful farmers of Okla- 
homa county, is a good type of the hardy 

frontiersman—one who has had his own way to 
make in the world, and who, though he has en- 
countered innumerable obstacles, which might 
well have discouraged a man of less strength ot 
character, has mastered every difficulty, and 
now, as a result of his energy and persevering 
industry, finds himself well-to-do and influential 
in his community. 

Samuel James Conner is a native of Susque- 

. hanna county, Pa., his birth having occurred 
January 6, 1840. He was left an orphan in 
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early childhood, and grew to manhood in his 
home county, and when he was tw enty years of 
age, left home and, going to New England, 
spent two years or more tliere, employed at 
various kinds of business. Believing that he 
should prefer the great and growing west, he 
then went to Colorado, where, as he was a 
strong and capable young man, he had no diffi- 
culty in obtaining plenty of work, and that of a 
responsible and lucrative nature. He was em- 
ployed for a long time by different express com- 
panies, and then located upon a ranch on 
Smoky Hill.river. 

Tn 1868 Mr. Conner went to Texas, where he 
embarked in the business of raising cattle and 
horses on the range, and for a score of years 
gave his entire attention to this enterprise. He 
kept a good grade of stock, and never experi- 
enced any difficulty in disposing of his droves 
when the time came to sell them. Sometimes 
his cattle and horses numbered several thousand 
head, and it was a constant source of anxiety to 
the owner, who thus had his entire fortune and 
the work of a lifetime, almost, at stake. In 1885 
he. moved his stock to Gila county, Ariz., and 
remained there until 1889. In July of that year 
he bought his present farm on section 20, town- 
ship 12,range 2,Crutcho township, and begai its 
improvement. Under his watchful care and well- 
directed labors this homestead has been devel- 
oped into a splendid farm, and its value is stead- 
ily increasing. He has planted ten acres of suit- 
able land in orchards and small fruits, and has 
devoted four acres to a vineyard. In addition 
to carrying on his accustomed farm work and 
stock-raising, he manufactures wine, for which 
he finds a ready sale. In 1890 he secured some 
excellent live stock in Arizona, and brought it 
to his farm, where it is his pride to keep only a 
high erade of horses and cattle. Everything 
about his homestead bears the impress of his 
constant attention, and intelligent management 
of each detail, and by perseverance he has stic- 
ceeded in making a model farm out of what was 
an uncultivated prairie a few years ago. He is 
thoroughly deserving of the success which he 
has achieved, and his example is well worthy of 
being followed. 

In 1871 Mr. Conner married Amanda Dobbs, 
who has been a faithful wife and a devoted 
mother to their children. She was born in Falls 
county, Texas, November 7, 1848, and is a 
daughter of Chesley Scott and Malena (Skid- 
more) Dobbs, natives, respectively, of Indiana 


and North Carolina. All save one of 
Mr. and Mrs. Conner’s children are living. 
Robert [mmett, the eldest, died in Arizona 


in 1885, as the result of the accidental dis- 
charge of . his rifle. Lettie May is the 
widow of Henry Loy, and resides in Brazos, 
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Tex. Lenore: (Mrs. William Hammie). lives 
near Belmont, Okla. Samuel Cornelius is a citi- 
zen of this county. The others are: Fanny, 
Ultimus Scott, Callie, Joel, Malena Florence and 
Kate, all at home. Fraternally Mr. Conner for- 
merly was actively associated with the Masonic 
order, and took the Royal Arch degree, but, on 
account of his isolated life on the plains, was 
compelled to ask for a demit from his lodge. 
For a number of years he has belonged to the 
Anti-Horse-Thief Association. A high courage 
and alertness and fertility of resource were de- 
veloped in him during his frontier existence, and, 
dike all plainsmen of the early days, he has had 

many an interesting and thrilling experience 
with desperadoes and Indians. 


ILLIAM T. HARNESS. An industrious 

_and successful man, Mr. Harness is re- 

membered as a worthy addition to the 
localities in which he resided, and which were 
invariably benefited by his business ability and 
strict adherence to the best tenets of citizenship. 
He came to Oklahoma at the opening, April 
22, 1889, from Purcell, I. T., whither he had re- 
moved in 1887, and succeeded in locating a claim 
near Lexington, Cleveland county. He at once 
began to prepare the land for the reception of 
the large number of fruit trees which have since 
yielded such an abundant harvest, and which 
‘ numbered, in all, seven thousand five hundred 
trees. The orchard is eighty acres in extent, 
and the vineyard covers three acres, and from the 
latter Mr. Harness made wine in abundance, 
which, however, was only intended for hcme 
consumption. In the development of his or- 
chard he expended nine years of arduous and 
studied application, with the result that it has 
not an equal in the county. It contains four 
thousand standard-grade apple trees and two 
hundred pear trees. The peaches have a wide 
reputation for excellence of flavor and large- 
ness of size, and are grown on one thousand 
trees. Since his death, Mrs. Harness lives on 
the farm which was the especial pride of her 
husband, and with her family endeavors to carry 
out his plans. He was regarded as an authority 
on fruit culture, and his advice and counsel 
were eagerly sought by those contemplating a 
like occupation. Upon this model farm general 
farming is engaged in to a limited extent, and 
hogs are raised in marketable quantities. 

Mr. Harness was born in Hardy county, 
W. Va., and was a son of Conrad Harness and ot 
Anna (Tucker) Harness, natives of ae re 
was reared in Missouri, whither his father had 
taken his family, and was educated at [oon- 
ville. After his marriage, in 1872, to Lucinda 
Downing, who dicd in 1885, Mr. Harness re- 
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moved to Texas and located on a cattle ranch 
in Clay county, and remained there between 
1875 and 1887. He engaged in a large cattle 
business and had a large ranch. In 1887 he 
came to the Indian Territory and changed his 
mode of occupation, and engaged in the merean- 
tile business, in partnership with his brother, 
D. F. Harness, of Oklahoma City. Here Ix 
was gratifyingly successful, and relinquished lis 
prospects only in recognition of the superior 
possibilities which he wisely discerned in a resi- 
dence in the newly opened territory. 

During the war Mr. Harness served in the 
Missouri. militia, and was a private in the Con- 
federate army. He was greatly interested in 
the cause of education, and served on the schooi 
board while living in Lexington. He was also 
a generous contributor towards education, and 
spared neither time nor money in furthering its 
best interests. To Mr. and Mrs. Harness were 
born three. children: Mrs. ‘Ora “Upp; of . Salt 
Lake City, Utah; Mrs. Kelley Bowden, and 
Jessie. Mr. Harness’ second marriage occurred 
in 1889, with Anna Holladay, of Kentucky, and 
of this union there was one daughter, Mary. 


F, WATERSON, M.D. Few of the resi- 
dents of Choctaw City are better known 
throughout this part of Oklahoma county 

than is Dr. Benjamin Franklin Waterson, who 
is in great demand as a family physician and sur- 
geon, and often is called to points fifteen miles 
or more from his home. Faithful and tireless in 
the interests of the sick and suffering, he has 
won the love and admiration of all who know 
him, and richly deserves a place in the history of 
Oklahoma and her pioneer founders. 

From an early age the doctor has been de- 
pendent upon his own resources, and in the hard 
school of life has learned the severe Iessons 
which instill sympathy and fellow ship in the 
heart of mankind. He was born in Searcy 
county, Ark., March 1, 1858, and when a mere 
child was taken to northern Arkansas by his 
father, Robert A. Waterson. Death deprived the 
lad of his parents when he was young, and at a 
tender age, when he should have been attended 
by the comforts of a home and the care of a kind 
father and mother, he was obliged to hire out as 
a worker in the “world’s broad field of battle.” 

Ambition and a firm determination to succeed 
animated young Waterson, who early decided 
to enter the medical profession. Who can know, 
save. one who has passed through a similar ex- 
perience, of the years of diligent study that the 
youth, alone and without means or influen- 
tial friends, had to undergo ere he was admitted 
to college? What a world of struggle 1s implicd 
in the familiar phrase, “he worked his way 
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through college,” and this is true of him. When 
he had attended the old Vanderbilt University 
at Nashville, Tenn., for a period, he entered the 
medical college at Little Rock, Ark., and was 
graduated in 1881 from that institution with the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine. 

Locating an office in Marshall, Ark., Dr. Wa- 
terson imimediately began the practice of medi- 
cine, and, during the nine years of his residence 
there, won the patouage of the leading families 
of the place. In the spring of 1892 he came to 
Choctaw City, where to-day he enjoys a practice 
which occupies his entire time. Sometimes he is 
summoned into Pottawatomie county, and even 
into the Indian Territory, and for that reason, 
among others, he is associated with the Okla- 
homa and Indian Territory Medical eieties 
He is a member of the Masonic lodge at Okla- 
homa City, is connected with the Modern Wood- 
men of America, and is the medical examiner for 
several well known life insurance companies. 
He gives his earnest support to the Republican 
party, and for the past four years has been a 
member of the local school board, and exerts his 
influence for the improvement of the school sys- 
tem of this section. 

May 15, 1884, Dr. Waterson married Miss 
Ona Stephenson, of Searcy county, Ark. Their 
home and hearts are blessed by their three chil- 
dren, Olga, Walter and Roy, who are promising 
students of the Choctaw City school. 


, \ 

FE. FREEMAN. During the period of his 

residence in Oklahoma, reaching | back to 

the time of the opening in 1880, Mr. Free- 
man has been identified, in various capacities, 
with the development and progress of the terri- 
tory. First as a homesteader, later as a fruit- 
grower and farmer, and finally as receiver's clerk 
in the United States land office at Oklahoma 
City, he has shown himsclf to be the possessor of 
sterling traits of character. His claim is lo- 
cated in Logan county, but he came to Okxla- 
homa City November 1, 1900, at the time of his 
appointment to his present office by the United 
States land commissioners. The position he has 
filled with tact and ability, winning merited com- 
mendation in the same. 

When a small boy Mr. Freeman accompanied 
his parents in their removal from London, Can- 
ada, where he was born May 20, 1855, to Dav- 
enport, Iowa, where he was educated in the 
public schools. On starting out to make his way 
in the world he turned his attention to farming 
and school-teaching. After a few vears he went 
to Hebron, Thayer county, Neb., and eneaged 
in the hardware business there until 1889. De- 
siring to take up land in Oklahoma, he made the 
run April 22, but did not reach his destination 
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until the 23d. However, he was not doomed to 
disappointment in respect to homesteading a 
claim, for he secured a good piece of land, and 
is now one ot the few original settlers of Okla- 
homa. On the 15th of play he settled on sec- 
tion 29, township .16, range 2,.Logan county. 
in the midst of underbrush so thick that one of 
his children was for a few hours lost 1 it, 
thereby greatly alarming the family. On the 
place he planted forty acres in fruit, one-half of 
which is now bearing, and all of which was prop- 
agated by himself. From that place he came to 
Oklahoma City and entered upon his official 
duties in the land office. However, he still has 
his home on the farm and his sons work the 
same. 

In politics Mr. Freeman is a Republican. He 
entertains liberal views in regard to the politics 
of the administration. Fraternally he is con- 
nected with Guthrie Lodge No. 2, K. of P. 

The marriage of Mr. Freeman took place in 
Rock Island, Ill., and united him with Miss Cal- 
lie H. Coon, a native of Pennsylvania. They are 
the parents of three sons: Ralph Eddy, born in 
Rock Island county, Ill.; William C. and Raye, 
who were born in Hebron, Neb. 


ILLIAM | FRASS. , It is doubtiul)i any 

man in Oklahoma is better posted in 

matters regarding frontier and ranch 
life, and cattle raising and buying, than is that 
typical and interesting frontiersman, William 
Frass. The incident of his birth would suggest 
the life of a roamer, for he was born on the 
Atlantic ocean, when his parents were emigrat- 
ing irom Germany to America. Upon the ar- 
rival of the fai nily i in the United States, in'1852, 
they settled in Texas, where they engaged in 
agricultural pursuits until the breaking out of 
he Civil war, when they moved to Leavenworth, 
Kans, ‘ 

Tt would seem that William Frass was of a 
venturesome disposition, for when he had at- 
tained his fifteenth year he came to the conciu- 
sion that his surroundings in Leavenworth were 
too circumscribed, and that but a small part of 
the interest of the world could be viewed from 
his father’s home. Consequently he returned to 
the wide plains of Texas, and for three years 
found employment on the cattle trails in herding 
and driving cattle. In 1872 he went to Camp 
Supply, a western military post, and was em- 
ploved by a government contractor ta furnish 
beef for the troops. After two vears of this work 
he filled a similar position at Tort Eliott, Tex., 
and in the same capacity came:to Fort Reno, 
Okla. in 1877. He soon after took an indepen?! 
ent government contract to furnish the 


: post 
with beef, and continued the supply until 1890, at 
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which time he again visited Texas. Until 1895 
he engaged in the cattle business on the plains, 
having from eight hundred to one thousand 
head of cattle to manage. 

It was but natural that Mr. Frass should con- 
tinue to remain in some branch of the cattle 
business, and that in 1895, upon taking up his 
permanent residence near Fort Reno, he should 
engage in the dairy business. He.is at the 
present time combining his dairy enterprise with 
buying and selling cattle. 

In 1874 Mr. Jtrass married a fu 
Cheyenne Indian, which procured for him a 
citizenship in the tribe. Mrs. Frass has sine 
died, and left to the care of her husband life 
children. Mr. Frass was again married, the 
present Mrs. Frass having formerly been Mary 
Scott. Of this union there are three children. 

Mr. Frass has taken a prominent part in the 
undertakings of the Western Cattlemen’s Asso- 
ciation. His political affiliations are with the 
Democratic party, but he has never been an 
office-seeker. He is esteemed by his friends and 
associates as a large-hearted son of the plains, 
who is loyal and generous to a fault, when the 
needs of friends of the community are brought 
to his notice. 


full-blooded 


UINCY T. BROWN. No one remains 
long in the southern part of Kay county 
without becoming familiar with the name 

of Q. T. Brown, proprietor of a prosperous mer- 
cantile business in Braman. His prominence is 
a just tribute to his merit, which is recognized by 
all of his associates. Since the opening of the 
Cherokee strip, September 16, 1893, he has been 
identified with the history of this region. Mak- 
ing the rtun on that day, he staked a claim, which 
he began to improve, with a bank account of $4. 
In 1894 he taught the first school in his home 
district, three miles south of Braman. After two 
anxious years, during which time his right to the 
claim was contested by two others, he was 
obliged to buy off his contestants in order to 
hold the property. In 1895 he went to Norman 
and bought out ie Territorial Topic, formerly 
owned by T. K. Miller. Asa partner in the en- 
terprise he had George W. Tracy. After pub- 
lishing the paper for a year the partners pur- 
chased the State Democrat and combined the 
two papers, besides the publication of which they 
also had the city and county printing. . Their 
paper was the only organ of the Democratic 
party in the entire county., After a year they 
sold out to Mr. Jarboe, of Missouri. Returning 
to his claim, Mr. Brown engaged in farming 
wntil the town of Praman was laid out. Fle then 
eecured 4 clerkship with B.C. Payne, with whom 
i) September, 1898, he formed a mercantile part- 





PORTRAIT ,AND BIOGRAPHICAL “RECORD. 


nership, the two continuing together until Feb- 
ruary, 1900, when Mr. Brown purchased Mr. 
Payne’s interest and has since conducted the 
business alone. He carries stock to the value of 
$5,000, and occupies a floor space of 24x74. 
While his mercantile enterprises keep him busy 
and require close attention, he has not relin- 
quished his farm interests, but still maintains an 
oversight of his farm, for which, with its im- 
provements, he refused an offer of $7,500. He 
also owns property in Braman. 

In a log house in Butler county, Kans., Mr. 
Brownwas born in 1869,the youngest of ten chil- 
dren, whose father died when he was only four 
months old, leaving the mother and ten children, 
without means, on an uncultivated farm in Kan- 

sas. It is a remarkable fact and speaks volumes 
for the courage of the mother, that she was able 
to keep her children together until, as they at- 
tained maturity, each went forth to do battle with 
a stern world. One son died in 1873, at the age 
of twenty years. Theothers,includingihe mother, 
are still living. The first school which Quincy 
attended was held in a plain board building, with 
slab seats and puncheon floors. In 1879 the 
family moved from the farm to the village of 
Augusta, and there he learned the printer’s trade, 
at which he worked for six vears. In 1890 he 
received a diploma from the high school in Au- 
gusta. The next year he went to y Winfie id, Kans., 
and established a paper called the “College Ad- 

vance,” the receipts from which enabled him to 
pay his expenses during the freshmen and soph- 
omore years in the Methodist piscopal College 
in that city. In November, 1808, he established 
The State Democrat at Braman. The following 
May he purchased a local paper at Blackwell 
and put the two subscription lists together, con- 
tinuing the same until 1goo. 

During January, 1893, Mr. Brown became 
foreman of the job and book department of the 
Daily State Capital at Guthrie, Okla., and held 
that position until May, when he became a sales- 
man and collector in Nebraska and Colorado for 
the Kansas City Journal. This position he was 
holding at the time of the great labor strike in 
Denver in 1892, and he witnessed the hanging of 
the dago murderer in that city during the strike. 
Aueust T, 1893, he returned to Kansas, and the 
following month made the run into Oklahoma, 
securing the claim which he still owns. Through 
the medium of the various papers with which he 
has been connected, and also by his personal in- 
fluence, he has endeavored to promote the suc- 
cess of the Democratic party, to which he ad- 
heres. Heis a member of the Fraternal Aid As- 
sociation and is secretary of the local lodge. The 
Modern Woodmen of America also number 
hint on the list of members. Tn religion he is an 
adherent of the Christian Church, and at this 
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writing is a trustee of the congregation in Bra- 
man. In 1899, on the 22nd of August, he mar- 
ried Jodie Lee Farris, daughter of Mrs. W. R. 
White, of Braman. They and their child, Hazel 
Fern, have a pleasant and comfortable home in 
the town to whose progress Mr. Brown has been 
so active a contributor. 


a J. RACKLEY, owner and proprietor of the 
Oklahoma Furniture Company, in Okla- 
lahoma City, has the largest furniture and 
undertaking establishment in Oklahoma and In- 
dian territories. He was born near Wilmington, 
N. C., February 28, 1852, and is a son of Peyton 
and Margaret (Gavin) Rackley, descending from 
a prominent old family of North Carolina. His 
great-grandfather was a soldier in the Revolu- 
tionary war. His grandfather was also born in 
that state, and lived there all of his life, dying at 
the age of ninety-five years. 

Peyton Rackley was born near Wilmington, 

'N. C.,, in 1800, and engaged in the manufacture 
of carriages and wagons in his native town. He, 
too, attained an advanced age, dying in 1894. 
He married Margaret Gavin. whose “birthplace 
was near that of her husband, and who died at 
the age of sixty-five years. Of this union were 
born eight children, six of whom are livi ing. Two 
sons served in the Confederate army. By a for- 
mer marriage Mr. Rackley had eight children, 
and of these five are now living. There were four 
sons who fought in a North Carolina regiment 
in the Confederate army during the Civil war, 
one of them being wounded. Our subject is the 
only member of the family in Oklahoma. 

Reared in North Carolina, J. J. Rackley at- 
tended a private school for a short time. At an 
early age he learned the carriage maker’s trade, 
and in the fall of 1870 settled at Rocky Com- 
fort, Ark., where he was employed at cabinet- 
making and carpentering. In the fall of 1871 he 
went to Corsicana, Tex., and engaged in con- 
tracting and building for two years, thence going 
to Kaufman, the same state, where he follow ed 
the trade of a cabinet-maker and also engaged in 
contracting. In the fall of 1873 he went to 
Salado, Tex., where he manufactured furniture 
and gradually drifted into the furniture and un- 
dertaking business. After eighteen months in 
that town he embarked in the manufacture of 
furniture and in the undertaking business at 
Belton, Tex. In May, 1882, he removed to Bur- 
nett, Tex., and continued in the same line of 
business for twenty-one months. Next going to 
San Angelo, that state, he followed his occupa- 
tion there for ten years, but in June, 1804, sold 
out and purchased a store at Gainesville, same 
state. That business he conducted until Octo- 
ber, 1899, when he sold out. 
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Coming to Oklahoma City, Mr. Rackley estab- 
lished the Oklahoma Furniture Company and 
purchased an entirely new stock. In the Opera 
house block he has a spacious store, 75x140 feet, 
with a basement 50x1o00 feet. He carries the 
most complete stock of furniture, carpets, cur- 
tains, etc., of any store in the city, and also has a 
large patronage in the undertaking business. He 
is sole agent in the territory for White’s sewing 
machine. In 1898 he opened a branch store in 
Purcell, I. T.,. which is the largest and best in 
its line in that city. He carries on both a whole- 
sale and retail business, and enjoys a very exten- 
sive patronage through this vicinity. In Fllis 
county, Tex., he owns a farm of three hundrea 
and fifty-two acres, adapted to general farming, 
also has property in Sanh Angelo, Pulaski and 
Gainesville, Tex., and in Oklal 1oma City owns 
the property at No. 25 Second street. He is an 
active member of the Commercial Club. 

In Salado, Tex., Mr. Rackley married Melissa 
Cone, who was born in Washington county, 
Tex., and is a daughter of Jesse W. Cone, who 
came from Georgia, and now is a manufacturer 
and builder in Texas. Six children were born to 
this union: Ora, now Mrs. Stevenson, of San 
Antonio, Tex.; Ula, the wife of H. C. Boney, of 
Gainesville, Tex.; Mrs. Mabel Bennett, of Little 
Rock, Ark.;: Maggie; Jamie ‘and J.‘J-j° Jr: In 
San Angelo Mr. Rackley served as director of 
the Coucho National Bank, and was a member 
of the school board. He is identified with the 
Woodmen of the World, I’raternal Union and 
Mystic Circle. Religiously he and his family 
are members of the Christian Church, of Okla- 
homa City. 


ON, SILAS ESEELY.’ It’ is’ the’ 2ood 

fortune of Oklahoma to have, among its 

citizens and public officers, a number of 
men who have served in positions of responsi- 
bility in other sections of the United States, and 
whose wide experience and superior ability 
qualify them to aid in the progress of this ter- 
ritory. Among the number mention belongs to 
Silas E. Seely, who was elected to the territorial 
legislature in the fall of 1900, and has since 
given his attention largely to the discharge of 
the duties connected with that office. In “addi- 
tion, he superintends the management of his 
farm in Logan county, comprising the northwest 
quarter of section 33, township 15, range 3. 

Mr. Seely was born in Oakland county, Mich., 
September 27, 1834, a son of Samuel and Susan 
(Clingen) Seely. His youth and early manhood 
were spent in Michigan, and he received an 
academic education in) Northville, that 
In 1853 he went to Towa, where he engaged in 
teaching, also served as deputy county treas- 
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urer and recorder of Guthrie county. Upon the 
death of the treasurer, he was appointcd to 
fill the office, and while filling that position he 
devoted his leisure hours to reading law. In 
the spring of 1856 he moved to Nebraska, 
where, in connection with his duties as a teacher, 
he continued to study law, and was adimitted to 
the bar in 1857. During the same year he was 
elected to the Nebraska legislature, where he 
served for two terms. 

Upon the breaking out of the Civil war, re 
Seely enlisted in the Second Nebraska Cava 
and for nearly three years was acting ee ‘of 
his company. Until his transfer to the depart- 
ment of Nebraska, he was connected with the 
department of Missouri, his service being prin- 
cipally upon the frontier. After the close of 
the war he bought a farm in Andrews cou:inty, 
Mo., and combined agriculture with the prac- 
tice of law. In 1874 he was elected to the office 
of circuit clerk, and that position he filled for 

eight years. April 22, 1889, he made the run 
to Oklahoma, and secured some very good land 
in Guthrie, as well as the claim he now owns 
and manages. He is a stanch believer in Re- 
publican principles, and has cast his vote for 
every Republican presidential candidate since 
the candidacy of U. S. Grant. He is a member 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

At Pittsfield, IL, in 1864, Mr. Seely married 
Mary I. Brown who was born in Quincy, Hl. 
Her parents were natives of New York, and 
her mother descended from the Adams fam- 
ily, of Revolutionary fame. Mr. and Mrs. Seely 
have two sons and four daughters, of whom two 
reside in Missouri and four in Oklahoma. 


ILLIAM ARMSTRONG, There is 
something in the euphony of the sub- 
stantial family name of Armstrong which 

seems to designate the character of those who 
bear it, for as a rule they are men and women 
of more than ordinary intelligence and worth, 
thrifty and industrious, and enjoy a good posi+ 
tion in their various places of abode. The gen- 
tleman in whose history we are now interested 
was born in Shelby county, Ill, February 5, 
1848, and is consequently in the prime of life 
His parents were Edward and Margaret (Gra- 
ham) Armstrong, natives of Indiana, to which 
the substantial old family emigrated at an early 
dav. Edward Armstrong lived in his native 
state until twenty-two years of age, then pushed 
on into Illinois, locating in Shelby county when 
very few settlements had been made. He sct 
vigorously to work, accumulated a good prop- 
erty, engaged extensively in farming, and de- 
parted this life about 1869, carrying with him the 
respect of his community. The mother had died 
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in Illinois, about 1851, when her son William 
was too young to realize his loss. 

After the death of his father, William Arim- 
strong, in due time, disposed of his interest in 
the estate and for several years engaged in farm- 
ing on rented land. He then went to Texas, 
where he sojourned eighteen months, and from 
there removed to Barber county, Kans., where 
he followed farming until settling i in Oklahoma. 
Here his first dwel ling was a dugout, in which 
the family lived four-years. A one and a half 
story log house was then put up. After five 
years this was destroyed by fire, together with 
all the family belongings, including an organ 
and some valuables which could scarcely be re- 
placed by money. By patience and persever- 
ance, however, a good modern farmhouse was 
built near the site of the old one, and a sub- 
stantial barn and other outbuildings have 
changed the scene to one of prosperity and more 
than ordinary thrift and comfort. 

William Armstrong and Miss Louisa Jolin- 
ston were married in Shelby county, Ill, in No- 
vember, 1872. Mrs. Armstrong is the daughter 
of Francis and Sarah Johnston, the father a 
native of Ireland. He emigrated to America 
when a young man, and, settling i in Illinois, fol- 
lowed farming in Shelby county the remainder 
of his life. The mother died there also. The 
family consisted of two sons and three daugh- 
ters. One of the sons is deceased. The other, 
Jacob Johnston, is a farmer of Shelby county, 
Ill. One sister lives in Hlinois and one in Okla- 
homa. 

Mr. Armstrong and his estimable wife are the 
parents of four children. Francis Edward 1s 
married and engaged as an assistant telegraph 
operator at Dover. Deloria J., Mary M. and 
Graber J. remain at home with their parents. 
The youngest child was born during the so- 
journ of his parents in Kansas. The elder chil- 
dren were born in Illinois. 

On the 22nd of April, 1889, Mr. Armstrong 
made the run from the north line and located 
on the southeast quarter of section 30, town- 
ship 18, range 4, Logan county, to the devel- 
opment of which he has since given his atten- 
tion. He has watched the growth of the terri- 
tory with just pride in the thought that he has 
added his quota to its growing prosperity. Po- 
litically in his earlier years he ens with the 
Republican party. During the reign of Peter 
Cooper greenbackism he sided aie the princi- 


ples of that genuine philanthropist; alter 
Cooper's death and the subsidence of his intlu- 
ence, Mr. Armstrong returned to the straight 


Republican fold, where he is contented to re- 
main as long as its principles seem to him 
those best calculated to bring about the era 
of liberty and justice. He and his excellent wil 
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GEORGE HOWELL, 


Pawnee. 





PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. ‘ 


are members in good standing of the Christian 
Church. 





EORGE HOWELL, a well-educated and 
| intelligent Pawnee, who is now serving 
as interpreter and clerk for W. B. Webb 
at the Pawnee agency, was born near Geneva, 
Neb., about 1868, and was given the name of 
Howell while attending school at that place. 
His father, Ter-re-re Cox, was a native of the 
same state and belonged to the Skee-dee band 
of Pawnees. In early days he was one of the 
braves or warriors of his tribe and carried to his 
graye a number of scars received in battie with 
the Cheyennes and Sioux. When the tribe set- 
tled down to more peaceful pursuits he became 
a memiber of a company of Pawnee soidiers 
under command of the agent for many years, 
and in recognition of his services received a cer- 
tificate, witch shows that he was the second 
soldier in the Skee-dee band of Pawnees, and 
speaks of him as the true and faithful friend of 
the white men and very much respected. [His 
wife, Skah-ruh-kah-rah- hah, belongs to the same 
tribe, and died at the Pawnee agency in 1893, at 
abouc the age of forty-five years. It was in 
187° that he brought his family to this place 
where he served as ‘policeman until old age com- 
pell as, his retirement. His death occurred June 
25, 1885. In their family were two sons and 
SiX Baneitcne and with the exception of one 
dau,zhter all are still living, our subject being 
the sixth in order of birth. His brother, Joseph 
Howell, is a farmer of Osage City, Pawnee 
county. 

George Howell came with his parents to Paw- 
nee where he was principally reared and edu- 
cated. For a time he engaged in farming on his 
father’s land two miles north of Pawnee agency, 
but in 1886 entered the Haskell Institute at 
Lawrence, where he was a student for three 
years, Colonel Kohposki being superintendent 
at that time. On his rettrn to the agency he 
was assistant blacksmith in the government 
shop for three years, and was then appomted 
farmer at the Pawnee Indian School, where he 
instructed the pupils in agriculture. Later he 
was made assistant farmer at Pawnee Agency, 
which position he held until it was abolished, 
and was then appointed messenger and acting 
police at the agency, at the same time serving 
as deputy sheriff of Pawnee county under MM. F. 
Lake for two terms of two years each, during 
which period he attended to nearly all ot the 
sheriff's duties among his own people. In 1806 
he was transferred to the Ponca Indian school 
as head farmer, which position he held until 
1808, when he resigned and turned his attention 
to farming on his own account at Osage City, 
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where he owns one of the finest farms in the 
territory. It consists of four hundred and forty 
acres under a high state of cultivation and im- 
proved with good buildings, which stand as 
monuments to his thrift and enterprise. In 
1899 he was made interpreter and assistant book- 
keeper at the Arkansas Valley Bank, and held 
that responsible position until he entered the 
employ of the United States government as 
interpreter and assistant clerk at the ageacy, 
under W. B. Webb. 

In 1890 Mr. Howell married Susie Gray, by 
whom he had three children, two that died in 
infancy, and a son, Lawrence T. Mrs. Howell 
died September 18, 1896. 

On the 12th of May, 1897, at Ponca, Okla., 
Mr. Howell married Miss Julia Hornbeck, who 
was born at Fort Laramie, Wyo. Her. father, 
Joseph Hornbeck, was born in one of the east- 
ern states of French descent, and in early days 
was engaged in freighting across the plains. 
While on one of his trips he was killed in Wy- 
oming.. fis wife, Anna Claremore, was born in 
the northwest and belonged to the Ogolala band 

of Sioux, but was educated in English. For 
her second husband she married Charles Rich- 
ards, a half-breed Sioux, who is now a stockman 
in the Pine Ridge reservation of South Dakota. 
By her first marriage she had five children, three 
of whom are still living. Two are residents of 
South Dakota, Mrs. Howell pene the only 
member of the family living in Oklahoma. She 
began her education in a boarding schoo! at 
Ogolala, S. D., then attended a Quaker Indian 
school in Indiana for three vears, and for six 
years was a student at the Haskell Institute, 
where she completed the prescribed course, after 
which she served as assistant seamstress at the 
Ponca Indian school until her marriage. She 
is a very intelligent lady, and has written a num- 
ber of able articles in regard to the Sioux In- 
dians, which have been copied in various jour- 
nals. Doth she and her husband hold member- 
ship in the Episcopal Church. They have two 
children, Lovina and Kate. In politics Mr. 
Howell 1s a Democrat, and in his social relations 
is a member of the Knights of Pythias and the 
Knights of the Maccabees. He has always been 
found true and faithful to every trust reposed in 
him, whether public or private, and well merits 
the high regard in which he is uniformly held. 


ILLIAM L. SULLIVAN is an enterpris- 
ing and successful agriculturist of Logan 
county, residing upon the northeast 

quarter of se ction 21, township TO, range 3 west. 
Born in Meigs county, Ohio, he is a son of Wil- 
liam and Rachel Sullivan, who were born in 
Pennsylvania, but moved from there in a very 


——— 


o, : u ni %, in —_ A. oe iim . : y 
peor MHOOLA 11. ANA IOOM TAATAC 
ji ay Br ar, a 
_ 


IEENG tided iy 





- 
2 oO ai anil deenh Ht To sft even. Sih aye neil sarin x 


7) fis boreal wer WS atatein $1 odie ae re 
i Min ohny iis. I Sista ult 's wh! 271 mre _ ae 
& fot ity aber Ay nibbegied bo: Bilton bayoty) ae 


i aero My” baw Madi ait 0% erroctentiom, Dis {Selb tor: f IW 
~AOVOKT frie nha brim gh OIG wat shan; ey at OC, Hi) 9 Year at ow SL 
Nant hon deg cali) exenasyA ‘ols ap ryote ENS wit "Hh trols bas ets 
Serio. Se Det, ttorifog sl tal mt eit BVM Pan terol ena “tate 
Aantisroo aipe healin’) al} te iohipens Hf aif ay novia saw bee, 
Poon lh ty Huts Migteleen Puy 1a! onyiatie 2 oaty deo t¢ loose seine 


ff _€ 


UNE EE valu coe to! orb last hk @aw xo) o1-99-7) 









































oh. sien letisnrn iene Tih oper oat) | - il oab-aasi2 ot of begmolad f 
| He Molt wl ntablitio: coraety ‘aad ook play: BNO thx oul eysh Esra 


duvakl eu (PT agteariet ane: hire. yoteeint ad 6 Bi Hine oti sit to 
MUG I Br rolihitgee ably’ eC on fied (3h Bein #7894 io. 

lA kone" va SHOR atl fo Hen oft nO ita) 
calye i austin Bau sali hei creer liowodd at 
reabish tT so ONG AT te ato ggg 
eG oni) Iehouns ah fed ery oi edneaisby Heseoq), ays! bere 4 
ately yin Ht Teds 3 dept fae oh t le patage ee HO yet pits. sid to nei 
ene ott ashaye werPitatoad t th fierapiaird eh | iy SY ier on ae ewodg 

} 









i7/ rai lolfiel ee ye atl eat atl ip sito yd ally? 
i heal saw jordenegelD ath. vsliy ell. entity 


inhibit bre “omit ond agg 
{ alate gl, Nas oy fia: ‘ah le’y hoe baus4 : nec “oily ? 


qoyGee1 owen view br 







101 filghl al heisatiha ead tnd a ica Hy Onlla EOP eacolod tstf-tteritg 

stoi) ealtad TOs it Oita Tye Rete 1h ds rapa “atl r if Weiue ts Sonywey ovlt ty: rokby | 

HB IOTS Be Mert ab OMue sre ghee sit ae AT ht ie BEY ov TO Te | gn ol 
joe Mie ty mebiyagsy oa! es si orht i 790K ey shawl sid idpuoid - 4 
Mul) sravbtale wen ben ole. genta: t 21h yal vel > se 8 Blo. Isiene nertraotlog #e BD 

17 ROKR? ote ow'T siihrel iia “ea renege leis ail, fbr oa Maoh 2H teen 


1 oft anied fowakl als 5 nite Aigo, Garg aro Our ory vlimad rise 
Mie RatelaldC) me aepiekt 4 —_— only Mba Pcs a ea wt itive bra. 


Ww Oto aha bat. qoltedinie ih, nies La Va ihite: i190 Jgrivil Nite ov F 

Webel wrdart g levhiy a. TET a alnkers onal apres ad NE ltd Ye Tobi0 t 
2 ye) haw Fay, ry ted | mit nf loorkag s ¥ SertaesT ‘ad yen) to Tore £2 

ueriodt Uogdeait oft tk loba'ts a 2he ERM 

me Setligo Talia sbF betotomes enue éyre*t iw) vey 4id Wiw oimes Newall 

HH evrereye iielasn ag hwy ue shyttloe =f Mh hotcot UeHionig agvy ot srontyy 

A seihanir yart Hiden ib foto aethat g fan eid rome! Gi beenone off omit, s oi bet 
at S Ovi nas itis orl tron tlle yaenr G SONAR Dante! Be 1 ie don eotien ow? baal 2 

“1 nore See oF Brent ui 2alsiiin shin dg a MoNitENd Nideatt say horstite Os 31 

WM sinictay Mi hetqen tuad myst pHi) avant ia) 1) Whyte ~ amy ot sredw i955 


y 
, # j af i nai 
Iyfearf italic) toad bieeyy er I 


2ine drainer tis niye ‘oiiad theo hozl lanole 
vrsit qutt Avayal) Esaporeny | ut) rat geile, WORT YOM hcl) iv) mriso7 et @Q, 
enter at Stee) hiss onrivad eahitite Ha ot ni. stinedantd’ 
tnouslor laiooe eid af Ws aeysqmte(l 5 eit viol Waeteg Nt emu Dee eng iY oe 
ont hex ssinez, to, eihgiad aay in tadiwins ar wit 7 Oe matbn| oonwet. of 
jon! erswie enn oT T asstlgnas i “ail! Yq Sernicih “yf “yatiel Su Astras ini aliquang only 
| howegan dard erove of fiidshal bas oa Tinoel 45 1 te Sorrel dn tore Sh Fess 
eivomn How bee MeN 10 siilg Ssh hye ein i Rep Tt liter ilo orf yt 20q 
fou vierrotine af od oteler ei i tegor tye okt ae hotoqqs a: f 

fy Diithe ont 6 womans ond dg 











“aries, nun 2b YEA Vie MAT IDE 
Nema) Pry lantahisiva;' tnisxesioine- “Dine sir 
Perot SEP oder, Mbit yates 
yee fonts .cr wilting + Be ation arr ily 
} LTD xy pee A at tae 
1h dpteed ya ee titties ‘ll Zot bag suit 
Coen ta sian oe oa ch aa i 


Ero ow? We annie’ ¢ 
a baberaitin od 










1004 PORTRALT, 


early day and cast their lot with the pioncers 
of Ohio. There William Sullivan engaged in 
agriculture, and as he was a shoemaker, com- 
-bined his farm interests with the conducting of 
his little shop. He was fairly successful, and an 
_important factor in the community in which he 
lived. 

At the age of nineteen \Villiam L. Sullivan left 
his father’s farm and went to Johnson county, 
Nans. After two years, he started on an ex- 
tended tour through the west, serving for sev- 
eral years as government surveyor, a position 
which opened up many new ideas and interests. 
For many years he was a wanderer in various 
capacities, part of the time as cowboy and cat- 
tleman. The wild, roaming life seemed to be 
to his taste, and has apparently entered into 
his nature, making it broad and kindly as the 
sweeping prairies over which he roamed. 

Mr. Sullivan was married in Cowley, Kans., 
in 1872, to Emma J. Bridges, of Sumner county, 
Kans. Of this union there are eight children: 
William C., Milton D., Maud E., Grace, Willis, 
Ralph, Della, and Martha, deceased. All of 
the surviving children are at home. 

April 22, 1889, Mr. Sullivan made the run 
to Oklahoma, and settled on the northeast quar- 
ter of section 21, township I9, range 3 west, and 
has since bought the west half of the northwest 
quarter of section 21, township 19, range 3, and 
also leases the southeast quarter of secticn 16, 
township 19, range 3. His land is all improved 
and fenced, and has comfortable quarters for 
man and beast. One fine thing about the farm 
is, the abundance of running water. In con- 
nection with his other work, Mr. Sullivan has 
run a threshing outfit for several years. He 
has added to his many improved agricultural 
implements a fine new steam thresher. 

In politics Mr. Sullivan is a Populist, and 
was elected to the assembly for one term. He 
has also been township committeeman for cight 
vears. Ee is an Odd Fellow at Muthall, con- 
nected with Lodge No. 12. 





AWRENCE BAECHLE. ‘Among the many 
worthy sons of German parentage who have 
sought the larger possibilities of life in the 

undey eloped Western states and territories may 
be mentioned Mr. Baechle, who is successfully 
conducting a general merchandise and bial. 
smithing enterprise on his claim, located on the 
northeast quarter of section 2, Mustang town- 
ship, Oklahoma county. Tle is accounted one 
of the most thrifty farmers in the locality, and 
a business man with upright methods of dealing 
with his-fellow townsmen. Llis farm is under 
a high state of cultivation, and is fitted out with 


AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


modern improvements and labor- 
saving devices. 

A native of Ste. Genevieve, Mo., Mr. Baechle 
is a son of August Baechle, who was born in 
Walzuht, Baden, Germany, and emigrated to the 
United States in 1850. He was a farmer, anid 
upon locating in Jefferson county, Mo., engage! 
in general farming, and married Mary Valier: 
In 1896 he took up his residence in Mustane 
township, and is at the present time carrying 
on farm pursuits. Of his two sons, Tony is liv- 
ing at home, and Lawrence is the subject of this 
Shei A daughter, Rachel, now Mrs. Charles 

rand, is living on a farm in Mustang township. 

7 he members of the Baechle family are intel!i- 
gent and industrious people, and have made 
many friends since coming to Oklahoma. They 
seem to be fortunate in all of their undertakings, 
and are among the most valued residents of their 
locality. Lawrence Baechle is unmarried. His 
store is the center of a great deal of county 
activity, and he carries a sufficiently large stock 
to meet the demands of a growing and prosper- 
ous part of the territory. 


up-to-date, 


APT. WiELIAM,E. TANSEY; vaysuccess- 
ful agriculturist and enterprising citizen, 
is located on a quarter of section 3, town- 

ship 17, range 2 west, Logan county. He was 
born in Morgan county, Ind., October 2, 1837 
and is a son of Elijah and Mahala (Burrows) 
Tansey. Reared on his father’s farm, he was 
surrounded by those sterling influences that in- 
still practical ideas of life and work into ex- 
panding minds. «As was necessarily the case, the 
opportunities for acquiring a good education in 
those days were very meager, and intensified by 
the amount of work required of the children of 
the pioneer settlers. However, the lad learied 
more by observation and quick intelligence than 
is appar ent to. many after years of concentrated 
study in the schools. Early displaying corsid- 
erable mechanical aptitude, he undertook to 
learn the carpenter's trade with a man who 
proved a worthy teacher, and with whom lic re- 
mained long after he had ceased to require his 
help—in fact, until the man died. 

In 1850 Mr. Tansey married Martha O. liaro- 
man, and of this union were born four chiliven 
Clara J., who is the wife of O. P. Johnson: Ilor- 
ence I*., married to Albert Covert; Dayton, who 
married Laura Bartland, and is living at Water- 
ford, Ohio; and Theodore, who is at home. 

Mr. Tansey enlisted for the Mexican war in 
Company B, Fourth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, 
serving first under Scott at Pueblo. and later 
under Vavlor sat, Mexico, City. .)hle served, fara 
little over a year and then returned to his home 
and worked at his trade, at the same ine serv- 


ry 
> oe | | 













1 
os oisil ~enee heb How ver AQenor 
49 yeaby kA te 
i 
{ ty ‘ i 
7 ' , bd : 
‘ ’ 
i } were WE LD ead } . ba 
log r 
fete fh F P } vit ; } 
‘Vi 
{rit ' 7 1 ht, 2 f 
‘ - ae. 
cra i Mu m 
i 
pope Aji tt 
? 
j ) ae 7 { \ 
4 { (it itt | 1 (ety 
, 
! ] ! a Yj tt 
}  F ' 
j H evry ee rt Le j qa, 
wat 
i t t { 
} fst Ca | vt / ii j 
; ‘ 
rng HID i Pet Papbt "s 
i if j rehiety 3t Y } 
! I I I 
‘ 
2 ; 4 i hil hia h 
' 
V etys iis oS OH ) y | 7 
1 a 
} | i ee a | yy % 2 Mh 
j 1 
+. reiyite 
tid ite yt eer 
} 
re vy > PMeings.: * j ’ 
i 7 
rye 1 1 ED Pa | 
7 , iy 7. 
i { tt | th ‘HHL 4 J 
(ieai! i sf 0 Vy t 
} ry ) i | ra rrfhc 
f 
z ; ! $) iW 
curernth) elpbelht 4 ft lo joe gf at BAD 
Ry , , om 
» PaIhqet ry Drie oF rf 
i ) 
t 
, ! j Lay 
I Rs , 
‘ j i Pivei cipeleEnny 
a 
f Wh Pra as Te ty ey 
ti nit } ! > i » “nots 
' aie war 1 Lone sett 
: ‘ ent Me 7 nie atl) 
’ ’ 7 
: lyn jy j ‘ PDO 
AI é 
4 = ate 
fuof » fer LF UY Cited 423, 3 pis f 
i ; { H Mw ii rihtte 
i } i: i? yu 
i Hi) Sat" ‘ } 
{ iy / fig 1 aie j { ii 4 Say 
yt oft boes fl SBJt6 wel per 
WX : bor cat ae He Jon) te open 
P bea” iad ace Mh take " 
mit wilvuls leivecn veanrk Scat al 
r 4 d pe, re ar ; a 
ype Phetal mod yviow cota ctilt lo bag Tht 
y 4 i ‘ ' . a 
ert cnueittal “9 6) to oti sit eteutey ..| 
ec f ee 
eallep Meteal | staapo ln dy. Gi barr Mes | Bee) 


THI 
ithe te i 


er 3 s: 4 ey ‘ 
yi df im Givi ot heen ealateth stern. | : a 


PH i ab aatios oye | 

b toy car 
‘ane Lith wivdinnly / 
‘i wi ab duis 


wit ats wot Derhe woey at 7 
feria it ros 
ston ie jit potion deri wit a be Po 
‘oth wth oatavléA teint Sotam 
] hy barat ceily bai nay yi OT 
het 


‘Set he ayl) ive ol wet ett bi [pauls 


fa il 
-—_ 


Withay 


. i Ve a 
GRO LADLMATA OW - 4 


rity kt Sy 






































































“fi 5 spe rN ARW 7 “a } 
fe Bt, Sit Thies u329 tare rey ert Be: 
nae Daria Apt spvcviks i aly sh anv =) ia pete ith p : 
ot Dott ly tet wy oil of “a 


9 TATED 


fist cave 1 tell’ // ierotonine ts og 
(terre Poeiniot at tay lire mil & ‘yorkiet / 


mye mea Pyiad nist mr} uot og nh” af 


ae tal gna deen ol) yuo wot BF 
HOMER. etl) ‘aN THOINTIVOR BA 2189 
ait fre ahele vow vem gn bonsqo 
args he. teiabrmavy? « 4 otf etpay Yet 

ty fy wit ee snwil silt to heq eal 





ail it. denunsor tie sah” 

id baetag vty Hip site bts em ote) @ 

“fll i “his wa fh j i oi tite : 
yeti er. at rose! 1240, at inintq ‘Hi 739% 


(SVHO DI ti horriat esw cavities 
Eas Marebiite To. 2oebin fe ernst oF Set 
wesley tia ss orl hte anlt we a ‘ 
. [ wows’ iit 
j lio i 
itla gain 


Tk 





r ri 


ORtrS HTM AY, 
HA. epee 


wii ys 
nape, r c 
rs 
ats 





bigrtp opyiliue. nia 88 Ss, “TF 
~sithy { wit Hin bh intog Baas mercial 
Tite ; wi qulavyvot te mite W 
125 ! hat} vevur sald Mi toned oon 
Dre's 6SRBRY 4 (4 | ! hes s3 oin998 lo 
Oy wotinge To tapas) iacorlinoe od} eo@nal 
bavorcwn ik ee hie ell £9 iQue ANE. ty 
Te: ata rain sfc grlinon end bos soma 


rae si shades. wll? oaitonQ = de rsstl bat 
Oo th sie ‘“ninwir: to voaabnuds 30% 
fevitpre all shww 7 drive tol 
ath, aoe Iaveesx aol dAsieo sititlenseld: 
lsarlnarton hase eit ot be 
asleovl) rant. sta ns alti 
hrs 


teifrmod a ex wurviline «lt 2otttte ¥, 
vie ATL) PERL SP HPTEL OR dl hy fy) hutoe Pe 
ISS 1 MAR Tiitnines Meher} rood OF 
a \ ‘tty Tay YY » Ff yar | ial hbo if, ‘ae ofB''Q 
t of gplpot dew 
ae 


’ 
yey ain 


Ly van tener 


Won 


canbe vey 
25 0 #08 velar . 
ngiel orl} tebe Ox 


rs 
= 


waren sey inns. FTE 
Ov GELOR BaBITS TG HET 
enh} tye 1 il te gece ‘} 
(our aaolniy) Linn tointe mista baqaies 
sf Reon ef ov lion SW eae 19H 
Acid Dite-oeibrmlssvoim leon oy R daiou 
yhhre Lat abla ) f it . sehr ioin F 
“WR irgtiy inidtyes Ti Tehran fet 
Siwy AE ity ai ai! ia ae hae oneal rok 
itiged alt ai 


Hold i Fy 
-gullicole hy alcstf sik ti! ybnyet fe et 
ofan meatier TT cuaren veut 
tine way ent wk hue ayer 





li: AL OPEEIK 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


ing in the capacity of sheriff of Morgan county. 
In 1862 he enlisted as a private in Company I, 
Seyentieth Indiana Infantry, and after a short 
service was promoted to the rank of nrst licu- 
tenant, Benjamin Harrison being colonel of the 
regiment. Their first engagement was at Rus- 
sellville, Kans., and they took part in every bat- 
tle on the way to the Atlantic. Mr. Tansey was 
wounded at Resaca, and was laid up in the hos- 
pital for four months, after which he was pro- 
moted to the rank of captain in Company D, 
Seventieth Infantry. He was with Sherman in 
his famous march to the sea, and took part in 
the grand review at Washington. 

* In 1868 Captain Tansey moved his family to 
Kansas and followed his trade, continuing the 
same alter his removal to Winfield, Kans. \While 
in the latter place he served as police magis- 
trate, justice of the peace, and later as pro- 
bate judge for two terms. He came to Okla- 
homa in 1891, and purchased the site of his pres- 
ent home. : } 
he was nominated for the legislature, but being 
a Republican, and the county Democratic, he 
failed to be elected: He is a member of Lodge 
No: 19, A. F. & A. M.,; at Mooresville, Ind., in 
which he filled all of the chairs. 


EBSTER B. CONDON. Although dur- 
ing the past few years Mr. Condon has 
given his attention particularly to agri- 

culture, having a neat stock and grain farm on 
section 6, Boone township, Oklahoma county, 
he is perhaps best known as a contractor and 
builder, which occupation he followed in Okla- 
homa City from the opening of the territory until 
1898, meantime building not only many tem- 
porary buildings, but also a large number of sub- 
stantial and permanent structures, among them 
the Batchelder and Canadian blocks, the Pettie 
and Bassett building, State National Bank build- 
ing, Burnett and Colcord buildings, and many 
residences. In 1898 he bought a farm in Okla- 
homa township, but this he sold in 1900, at the 
same time purchasing the farm in Boone town- 
ship which he now occupies, and on which he 
conducts general farm and stock-raising pur- 
suits. 

The first five vears of Mr. Condon’s life were 
passed in Chillicothe, Ross county, Ohio, where 
he was born, and where his father, Shadrach 
Condon, for some years engaged in contracting 
and building, although for some time past he has 
made his home in Greenfield, [owa. By his first 
wife, Sarah Wright, he had two sons, Webster 
B. and George, the latter being a contracting 
builder in Oklahoma City. After the death of his 
first wife, in Ohio, Mr. Condon married Miss 
Delia Myer, by whom he had four children. Eis 


During his first year in the territory - 
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brother, John Condon,:is a pattern-maker in 
the shops of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, at 
Mount Vernon, Ohio. 

Upon leaving his native town Webster B. Con- 
don accompanied his grandfather to Jasper 
county, Lowa, where he remained from the age of 
five years until he had reached man’s estate. At 
fifteen years of age he began to learn the car- 
penter’s trade, afterward helping to build many 
of the houses in Jasper county. In 1882 he went 
to Texas, where he followed his trade three 
years. From that time until 1887 he engaged in 
carpentering. at Cherrydale, Kans. In the inter- 
ests of the Tim's City Town Site Company he 
went to the Panhandle country of Texas in 1887, 
and erected a courthouse and several private 
houses. Returning to Iowa, he spent a few 
months there, and then went to Goodland, the 
county-seat of Sherman county, Kans., where he 
erected two public buildings. During the early 
part of 1889 he made his arrangements prepara- 
tory to joining in the run to Oklahoma, and 
April 22 found him in Oklahoma City, in or near 
which place he has since made his home. Dur- 
ing that same year of 1889 he married Miss 
Helen Friday, by whom he has four children, 
Catherine, Ona, Webster B., Jr., and Vera. 

Politically Mr. Condon adheres in belief to the 
Republican party, whose principles he sustains 
by his vote. At one time in Oklahoma City he 
was nominated for alderman, but was defeated 
by one vote. In 1900 he was elected trustee of 
Oklahoma township. In Oklahoma Lodge No. 
2,1. O. O. F., he is serving as past noble grand, 
and he is also connected with the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen. 


RTHUR C. HOLLAND. The first mem- 

ber of the Holland family to come to Amer- 

ica was the great-grandfather, James. who 
was born in Ireland, of english descent. When a 
young man he crossed the seas and settled in 
Maryland, near Washington, where his son 
Elisha was born. While quite a young man, 
Elisha moved to Wayne county, N. C., where he 
married and reared a large family of chil- 
dren. His son, West Holland, the father of 
A. C., was also a planter, and served during the 
Civil war in a North Carolina regiment. He 
was a politician of note and filled several offices 
Within the gift of his fellow townsmen. Tle was 
elected registrar of deeds, and, upon being re- 
elected, resigned in the middle of his second 
term to come to Kansas in 1869. With his wife 
and thirteen children he made the journey by 
rail, the transportation costing S606, This little 
colony located near Winfield, the father setting 
out the first stake on the claim between Wintel 
and Arkansas City. After improving the farm 
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C. Holland was born September 21, 
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they lived upon it until. 1898, at which time the 
children mostly had homes of their own, and the 
father went to live with them. 

The mother of Mr. Holland was formerly 
Sally C. Grice, a native of Wayne county, N. C: 
She died in Kansas in 1886. Of her children we 
note the following: Cullen, who is a graduate 
physician and is practicing medicine in Black- 
well, during the Civil war served in a North 
Carolina regiment; Rittie, the wife of C. J. 
Kempton, died in Cowle y county, Kans.; Need- 
ham died in 1871; Arthur C. is living i in Perry; 
Mattie, Mrs. Russell, resides in Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
C. C., a graduate of the law department of the 
University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, is now 
connected with the judge advocate general’s 
office in Washington, D. Cc. A.W. cane eraduate 
of the medical department of the university at 
Louisville, Ky.. and also of the New York Poly- 
clinic Medical College,-is now located at Yukon, 
Okla.; Lucy resides in Chandler; Jency, Mrs. 
Feuquay, also lives in Chandler; William is in 
the far west; R. B. is a merchant in Chandler; 
Edith is teaching in Perry; and W. Bob is a 
newspaper man in New York City. 

In Goldsboro, Wayne county, N. C., Arthur 
1850. He 
was educated in his native town and at the 
Nahunta Academy. At the age of eighteen he 
was appointed deputy registrar of deeds of 
Wayne county, to assist his father, and was act- 
ing in that capacity when Goldsboro fell. He 
sustained the position of deputy until his re- 
moval to Kansas in 1869. There he worked 
on the home farm in the summer and taught 
school in the winter. In 1883 he located at Dex- 
ter, Cowley county, and engaged in farming and 
stock-raising until the opening of Oklalioma. 
While in Cowley county he had large responsi- 
bilities and owned no less than eleven hundred 
acres of land. 

In 1889 Mr. Holland identified himself with 
Bob Beard, the government contractor, who 
built the land offices at Guthrie and Kingfisher, 
and was sent to Guthrie. His homestead right 
was guaranteed by Secretary Noble, and he as- 
sisted in the erection of the Guthrie land office, 
and had it completed in time for the opening. 
He then located a claim on the Cimarron river, 
one and a half miles north of Capitol Hill, which 
he proceeded to improve, but which he event- 
ually sold, owing to the fact that it was a subject 
In 1893 Mr. Holland, with undimin- 
ished faith in the possibilities of tHe territory, 
located in Perry, where he has been interested in 
real estate, but is in reality retired from very 
active participation in the business affairs of life. 
Tn the fall of 1893 he bought a site in the town 
and erécted a residence on the bank of Cow 
creek. Tle also finds diversion in the manage- 
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ment of a farm which is nine miles west of the 
town. 

In politics a Democrat, Mr. Holland has been 
interested in a substantial way in the affairs of 
his party. Among other local offices, he has 
been a member of the board of education, and 
was vice-president of the same. He is entitled to 
the distinction of having been mayor of the town 
for two years, an honor not accorded to any one 
else up to that time. During his term of office, 
in 1895-96, he improved the opportunity to dis- 
play his great interest in the public welfare, and, 
among other advantages to the city, accom- 
plished at that time, was the completion of the 
water works, and the electric lighting plant. He 
became a Mason in Dexter, Kans., was a mem- 
ber of Guthrie Lodge No. 1, and is a charter 
member of Perry Lodge No. 14. He is also a 
member of the Ancient Order of United Work- 
men. 

In Kansas, March 1, 1883, occurred the mar- 
riage of Mr. Holland and Mary A. Bott, a na- 
tive of Illinois. Of this union there are three 
children, West Grover, Edith Wayne and Ar- 
thur P. Mr. Holland enjoys-the confidence and 
esteem of all who are permitted to enjoy his 
friendship, or profit by his stanch integrity as a 
business man. He is a citizen whom Perry is 
delighted to honor and who has proved an influ- 
ence for good wherever his lot has been cast. 


OBERT W. BRANDON, a well and favor- 
ably known citizen of Mustang tow gers 
Canadian county, is an example of what 
may be accomplished by an energetic, upright 
business man, even within a short period. Com- 
ing to this territory a few years ago, practically 
without means, yet with a brave heart and a firm 
purpose, he steadi ly pressed forward toward the 
goal of success, and to- day is reaping the golden 
harvest of his labors. 

Mr. Brandon comes of an old southern family, 
his parents, Washington and Mary (\unn) 
Brandon, being natives of Tennessee. For vears 
the family resided in Kentucky, in which state 
Robert W. was born on a plantation. The father 
then went to Alabama, where he successfully 
carried on a factory in which cotton goods were 
manufactured. Our subject early commenced 
his business career by working in the cotton mill, 
and he was but sixteen years of age when death 
deprived him of his father. 

Deciding to follow Greeley’s advice to young 
men, Mr. Brandon came to the west. Locating 
on a farm in Jefferson county, Nans., he assidu- 
ously devoted himself to the cultivation of the 
homestead, but, owing to the numerous draw- 
backs connected with agricultural enterprises in 
that section of the Union he did not acquire a 
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fortune as readily as he had hoped to do. 
Accordingly, when the rich and promising terri- 
tory of Oklahoma was about to be opened to 
white settlers, he wisely decided to cast in his lot 
with its people. After carefully looking over the 
country he located in the northwestern corner 
of section 12, township 10, range 6, Canadian 
county. Here he has made radical changes for 
the better, thus greatly increasing the value of 
the place, which to-day is considered a model 
farm. He makes a specialty of raising Poland- 
China hogs and Shorthorn cattle, for which he 
finds a good market in this immediate locality. 
At present he has about three hundred and 
twenty acres under cultivation or in use as pas- 
ture lands, and abundant harvests annually bless 
shis seasons of toil. 

The home of Mr. Brandon is known far and 
near for its true southern hospitality, and the 
liberality and kindness of himself and wife have 
lightened the burdens of many a stranger and 
afflicted one. They are ever ready to aid and 
comfort their neighbors, in all their troubles, 
and their places in the community could not be 
easily filled. Mrs. Brandon is a daughter of A. 
A. Davis, a native of Indiana, who removed to 
Jowa at an early day and thence went to Kansas, 
where, during Quantrell’s raid, he joined the 
_ state guards for the protection of property and 
loved ones. He is still living and is making his 
home with his children in this territory. The 
devoted wife and mother, whose maiden name 
was Christina McDowell, departed this life sev- 
ral years ago. Mr. and Mrs. Brandon have two 
daughters, namely: Mary Ethel and Ada 
Christina. 


W. HENDERSON, a well-known dealer 
in agricultural implements and vehicles, 
is one of the leading business men of Paw- 

nee, and as a public-spirited citizen is thoroughly 
interested in whatever tends to promote the 
moral, intellectual and material welfare of the 
community. He is a native of Wellsville, Ohio, 
and the youngest in a family of eight children, 
seven of whom reached years of maturity and 
six are still living, though our subject is the 
only one in the west. His parents were James 
and Anna (Blakely) Henderson, the father born 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, and the mother in Ire- 
land. On their emigration to America they 
settled in Wellsville, Ohio, where for some time 
the father was engaged in the wholesale grocery 
business, but for twenty-five years before his 
death served as cashier of the First National 
sank of that place, being chosen to the position 
on the organization of the bank. 

Our subject was born on the 18th of Septem- 
ber, 1859, and was educated in the public and 
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high schools of Wellsville. He began his busi- 
ness career as clerk and bookkeeper at that 


place, and in 1882 went to Kansas City, Mo., 
where for one year he was employed as cost 
clerk by the Hall & Willis Hlardware Conipany. 
He next engaged in clerking in a hardware store 
at Carthage, Mo., until 1891, and in that year 
accepted a position as traveling salesman in 
Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska and the Dakotas. On 
the 16th of September, 1893, Mr. Henderson 
came to Perry, Okla., where he engaged in the 
real-estate business until the following Decem- 
ber, when he entered the employ of A. C. Hinde, 
a dealer in hardware and implements, continu- 
ing with him until January, 1898, when he came 
to Paw nee and embarked in the implement and 
vehicle business on his own account. He 
erected his present store building in 1899, and 
now carries the largest and most complete 
stock of any house of its kind in the place. He 
represents the Deering Harvester Company, and 
also carries the Canton wagons, buggies, plows 
and agricultural implements. By fair and hon- 
orable dealing he has built up an excellent trade, 
and is to-day one of the most successful and 
prominent business men of Pawnee. 

In Hamilton, Canada, was solemnized the 
marriage of Mr. Henderson and Miss Hattie J. 
Hill, a native of Cleveland, Ohio, by whom he 
has two children, Blanche and Eugene. He is 
a member of the Western Implement and Ve- 
hicle Dealers’ Association; belongs to Paw- 
nee LodgettNo. )17,),A..F: & A. M., ‘also a 
member of Pawnee Commandery, No. 7; lee 8 
is past chancellor of the Knights of Pythias, with 
which he is also connected, and is serving as 
vice-grand chancellor of Oklahoma. He is now 
efficiently serving as a member of ihe school 
board of Pawnee and clerk of the same. A 
substantial school building was erected in 1900 
which is said to be the finest school building in 
the territory. His strict integrity and honorable 
dealing in business commend him to the confi- 
dence of all; his pleasant manner wins him 
friends, and he is one of the popular and hon- 
ored citizens of Pawnee. 


OH'N WOOD), superintendent of the Anheu- 

ser-Busch Artificial Ice and Cold Storage 

plant at Oklahoma City, was also one ‘ot 
the incorporators and is now a director of the 
Oklahoma Ice and Cold Storage Company. In 
early life he was identified with railroad work, 
being a skilled locomotive enginecr, and since 
1893 has made his home in Oklahoma City. 

Mr. Wood was born in Fort Wayne, Ind., 
October 31, 1862, and is a son of Thomas and 
Killen (Graham) Wood. His father, a native 

f Aberdeen, Scotland, and who there learned 
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the trade of a blacksmith, came to America when 
a young man, and was employed in Toronto, 
Canada, for seven years, thence removing to 
Fort Wayne, Ind. He served as foreman of the 
blacksmith department of the Wabash Railroad 
shops until he died, in 1870, a period of fifteen 
years. His wife was born in Oxford, England. 
Her father brought his family to this country 
and located in Susquehanna county, Pa., where 
he died. She died in 1868. Ten children were 
born to this union, of whom two sons and two 
daughters are now living. One son, Joseph, is 
now an engineer in Mexico, 

John Wood was reared in Fort Wayne, Ind., 
and received his education in the public and 
high schools of that city. At the age of fifteen 
years he entered the employ of the Wabash 
Railroad as fireman between Fort Wayne and 
Toledo,.Ohio, at which he continued for three 
years. Next he served an apprenticeship as ma- 
chinist in the shops of the same road for 
three years, when he was promoted to engi- 
neer, running between Fort Wayne and To- 
tedo. Subsequently he was employed in a 
like capacity for the Nickel Plate Railroad until 
1886, when he went to Newport, Ark. As pas- 
senger engineer, he ran on the White and Black 
River Valley Railroad between Brinkley and 
Jacksonport, Ark., until 1893. In May of the lat- 
ter year, he came to Oklahoma City as general 
manager of the Anheuser-Busch ice and cold 
storage plant, which has a capacity of twenty 
tons. He has since held this position. 

In the spring of 1900 Mr. Wood was one of 
the incorporators of the Oklahoma Ice and Cold 
Storage Company, the other organizers being: 
Albert Ruemmeli, of St. Louis, who is now 
president and general manager; Henry Draun, 
of Guthrie, who is secretary and treasurer; Kay 
W. Dawson, of Oklahoma City; M. L. Turner, 
of Oklahoma City; Edwin H. Cook, of Okla- 
homa City, and H. Surber, of St. Louis. The 
board of directors includes Messrs. Ruemmeli, 
Wood, Braun, Dawson and Surber. The plant, 
located at the intersection of the Choctaw, Okla- 
homa & Gulf and the Atchison, Topeka & Santa 
Fe Railroads, is the largest cold storage ware- 
house in the territory, its dimensions being 
225x100 feet, with seventeen large storage 
rooms, and a capacity of fifty tons. 

At Jacksonport, Ark., August 20, 1889, Mr. 
Wood married Emma Lamb, who was born in 
Grandglaise, Ark., and is a daughter of Enos 
Lamb, a pioneer of Arkansas, and captain of a 
steamer on the White river. Her mother, 
Frances Lamb, was born in Tennessee and died 
in 1891. Her sister married Col. V. Y. Cook, a 
planter of Arkansas, and now at the head of the 
Confederate Veterans of Arkansas. His military 
record is-an exceptional one, extending from his 
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service as a boy in General Forrest's Cavalry to 
his participation in the Spanish-American war as 
colonel of the Second Arkansas Infantry. 

Mr. Wood is a member of the division of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers at Little 
Rock, Ark. Religiously Mrs. Wood is a faith- 
ful member of the Methodist Episcopal Churci 
South. The family own and oceupy a comino- 
dious residence at No. 101 East lourth strect, 


in Maywood addition. 
H Vandenberg family, which is of Holland ex- 
traction, has figured frequently in historic 
events since the early settlement of the United 
States, and has included among its members 
men noted for the hardy, determined spirit of 
which the world’s heroes are made. The sub- 
ject of this article has many of the sturdy traits 
that characterized his ancestors, and since early 
manhood has been prominent in local affairs. 
At this writing he resides at No. 618 East Cieve- 
land avenue, Guthrie, and holds a_ position 
among his townsmen as one whose opinions are 
worthy of respect. 

A native of Pella, Marion county, Iowa, born 
November 11, 1855, Mr. Vandenberg is a son 
of John and Gertrude (Evarts) Vandenberg. 
While many of his family, in lineal and collat- 
eral lines, had previously settled in America, 
John Vandenberg did not come to this country 
until 1854, when he settled at Pella. He was 
a general builder, and carried on a large business 
in Iowa, where he remained until his death,. in 
1879. His wife passed away in 1860. She was 
the mother of nine children, of whom three were 
older than Henry John and his twin brother. 

When nine years of age Mr. Vandenberg 
began to work by the month, his father coilect- 
ing his wages and using them for the support 
of the family. In early manhood he learned 
bricklaying and genera! building. The limited 
means of the family rendered it necessary that 
he should work constantly, without any edu- 
cational advantages. However, he studied of 
winter evenings until he had fitted himselt for 
admission into Central University, at Pella. 
Afterward he followed his trade in Ilinois, Ne- 
braska and other states. Meantime he formed 
the acquaintance of Miss Johanna G. Vanden- 
berg, who, though bearing the same name as 
himself, was not related to him. She was born 
in Wisconsin in 1864, a daughter of Christian 
and Johanna G. Vandenberg, and was nineieer 
years of age at the time of her marriage, wich 
took place July 16, 1884, in Orange City, Lowa. 

About 1883 Mr. Vandenberg went into north- 
western Towa, where he followed contract- 
ing, his first contract being for the bank build- 
ing at Orange City. After three years in that 
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vicinity, he went to Abilene, Kans., where he 
was employed as a builder. At the opening of 
Oklahoma, equipped with a wagon, three horses 
and a breaking plow, he made the run, intending 
to take up a claim, but found such obstacies in 
his way that he drove to Guthrie. In all the 
territory he was acquainted with only two men. 
Beginning as a builder, he at first found con- 
siderable difficulty in securing employment. 
Having discovered that a number of people were 


holding claims unlawfully, in the fall of 18809 
he commenced suit against J. W. Booth, who 


occupied the northwest quarter of section 22, 
township 18, range 3, Logan county. The case 
was fought in every court in the county, and 
before the commissioner of the general land of- 
fice and the secretary of the interior, covering a 
period of five years. Finally he gained the vic- 
tory. He made his homestead entry in Novem- 
ber, 1894, and for six years afterward gave his 
attention to the improvements of his property, 
after which, in October, 1g00, he returned to 
make his home in Guthrie, and resumed con- 
tracting. Among the buildings for which he has 
chad the contracts may -be mentioned Hotel 
Royal, Harriett block, J. M. Brooks building, 
‘International Loan building, Kendall building, 
territorial jail, the Tom Saurod building, Victor 
_block, the Keeler, McDonald, Webster and Hen- 
nings buildings, the postoffice building, a whole- 
sale grocery house, the Beadles building, and 
he also superintended the construction of the 
Masonic Temple. In 1894 he erected the four 
school buildings of Guthrie, being under bonds 
to the amount of $200,000. He was the only 
bidder from the territory who bid on the Alva 
school. At the time of building the schoois 
he had one hundred and sixty-five men on his 
pay roll. 

In his ideas Mr. Vandenberg is progressive. 
He affiliates with reform movements in political 
parties, in which he has been an active worker. 
Fraternally he is connected with the Odd Fel- 
lows, Woodmen, Red Men and Ancient Order of 
United Workmen, and has passed all ot the 
chairs in the order first named. 

Of the eight children of Mr. 
denberg, one died in infancy, 
are John Evarts, Gertrude Johanna, 
May, Henry James, William Henry, 
Eveline and Mathel Gladys. 


and Mrs. Van- 
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ON. J. R. KEATON is a man whose iearn- 
ing, good judgment and sterling honesty 
have won for him a place among the dis- 

tinguished members of the bar in Oklahoma. 
He possesses all the essential elements of a suc- 
cessful lawyer—power, perseverance and deter- 
mination—and though these elements lead to 
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success in any vocation in life, especialy are 
they essential to the eminent laywer. Ele is a 
native of Grayson, Carter county, Wy., born 
December 10, 1861, and is a son of Nelson T. 
and grandson of Robert Keaton. 

The Keaton family is of English descent. 
Robert Keaton was born in the state of Virginia. 
Nelson T. Keaton was also born there, but dur- 
ing his early manhood he moved to Carter 
county, Ky., where he engaged in tilling the soil 
and raising stock. He and his only brother were 
soldiers in the Union army during the Civil 
war, belonging to the Twenty- second NKen- 
tucky Volunteer Infantry, in which he was or- 
derly sergeant. When General Sherman made 
his first attack on the north of Vicksburg Mr. 
Keaton was taken a prisoner, and after six 
months of confinement he was paroled. He 
then started to join General Banks, and while 
proceeding up the Red river he and his party 
were attacked by Kirby Smith, and narrowly 
escaped capture. He spent the remainder of his 
time under Generals Banks and Butler at New 
Orleans. At the time he was mustered out of 
service he was first leutenant of his company. 
He is a member and Past Grand Master of the 
G. A. R. of Carter county, Ky., and president of 
the Blue and Gray Association of that county. 
He has served as chairman of the [ 


board of 
county commissioners of that county. His wife, 


Mary A., a native of Carter county, Ky., was a 
daughter of Caleb Huff, a native of a aN 
and one of Kentucky’s early settlers. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Keaton are members of the C hristian 
Church. They are the parents of three sons and 
five es of whom one daughter is de- 
ceased. John P. Huff, a brother of our 


subject's ans is now serving his twelfth year 
in the state senate of Kentucky, and under Gov- 
ernor Bradley he was superintendent of the 
feeble-minded institution at Frankfort. During 
the Civil war he served in the Union army, 
being a member of the Fourteenth Kentucky 
Cavalry. : 

J. R. Keaton obtained his elementary train- 
ing in the district schools of his native town, and 
later attended the high school at Grayson. At 
eighteen he commenced to teach school in Car- 
ter and Lawrence counties, which occupation he 
followed three years. He then entered the Na- 
tional Normal University at Lebanon, Ohio, 
from which institution he graduated in 1884 with 
the degree of B. S. Upon leaving school he 
went to Texas, where he was principal of the 
Fico Normal for some years, and during a pari 
of that time edited the Hico Courier. In the 
fall of 1886, as a member of the Hamilton county 
delegation, he was one of the delegates to the 
democratic state convention which nominated 
Gen. Sul Ross for Governor. He continued as 
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principal of the school until the following year, 
when he resigned his position in order to devote 
his time to his paper, but in 1888 he sold the 
paper. During his stay in Texas he studied law, 
in 1887 becoming a student in Judge C. kK. Bell's 
office in Hamilton. In the fall of 1888, after he 
had disposed of his paper, he went to Wash- 
ington, D. C., and entered the law department 
of the Georgetown University, from) which he 
graduated in 1890 with the degree of LL. B. 
During his sojourn in Washington he was in 
the office of Col. Enoch Totten, who was counsel 
for the Pennsylvania Railway Company and for 
the Washington & Georgetown Street Railway 
Company. He was admitted to the bar in Texas 
before going to Washington in 1888, and in the 
latter city he was admitted to the bar May 1, 
1890. 

In July, 1890, Mr. Keaton came to Guthrie, 
Okla., on a visit, but soon decided to remain and 
accordingly embarked in practice, continuing 
until September 19, 1896, when he was appointed 
associate justice of the supreme court of Okla- 
homa by President Cleveland, and was assigned 
to the Third Judicial District, which embraced 

klahoma, Cleveland, Pottawatomie and Greer 
counties. His successor was appointed and 
qualified April 2, 1898, whereupon Judge 
Keaton resumed the practice of law and opened 
an office in Oklahoma City. Recognizing his 
executive ability and his devotion to principle 
and the interests of the people of Oklahoma, the 
Territorial, Democratic and Populist conven- 
tions in joint session nominated him a delegate 
to Congress, on the 13th of July, of the same 
year, after two days’ balloting, when on the sev- 
enty-fourth ballot he won over his opponent, J. 
Y. Callahan, the Populist candidate jor said 
nomination. He made a thorough canvass, but 
was defeated at the election by D. T. Flynn, the 
Republican nominee. After his defeat he re- 
sumed his law practice at Oklahoma City, where 
he has office rooms in the First National Bank 
Building. He is counsel in many of the largest 
cases in the Oklahoma courts. It is conceded 
that he is one of the most acute and logical rea- 
soners in Oklahoma, and his standing as a law- 
yer is high throughout the territory. 

In Denton, Tex., in 1890, Judge Keaton mar- 
ried Mrs. Lucile (Davenport) Johnson, a native 
of Tyler, Tex., and a daughter of William Dav- 
enport, who was consul-general to Mexico from 
the Confederacy during the Civil war. He was a 
large landowner in Vexas and an influential man 
in his community. Mrs. Keaton is a graduate of 
the Dallas Conservatory of Music, and before 
marriage was a successful teacherof music. They 
have a son, Clarence, who is a student in the en- 
gitteering department of the Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity at Nashville, Tenn. A member and for one 
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term treasurer of the Democratic Territorial 
Central Committee, Judge Keaton has always 
taken an active interest in politics, and has 
served as a delegate to nearly all the conventions 
held in Oklahoma by his party.. He is a mem- 
ber of the Territorial Bar Association and be- 
longs to the Commercial Club of Oklahoma 
City. As a citizen he is esteemed by all who 
know him, and his personal popularity increases 
with long acquaintance. 


ALTER’ S. COLLINS, whois success- 

fully-engaged in agricultural pursulis on 

the southwest quarter of section 14, 
township 14, range 7 west, Canadian county, 
was born in Independence, Jackson county, 
Mo., August 26, 1861, a son of Stephen and 
Betty (Eaton) Collins, the former a native of 
Kentucky, the latter of Canada. During their 
childhood they moved with their respective 
parents to Missouri, where they were married. 
The father, an architect, contractor and builder, 
is still living in Plattsburg, Clinton county, Mo., 
at the age of sixty years. 


There our subject grew to manhood and at- , 


tended school. At the age of sixteen he com- 
menced working with his father at the car- 
penter’s trade, and continued to follow it as long 
as he remained at home. In 1882 he went to Las 
Vegas, N. M., where he worked as a journeyman 
carpenter one year, and later was in Silver City 
until he removed to Lordsburg. He was next in 
Dallas, Tex., where, in connection with house 
building he also engaged in bridge building jor 
the Gulf, Colorado & Santa I*e Railroad. <Aiter 
two years spent in that state, he returned to 
New Mexico and made his home in Albu- 
querque, until the opening of Oklahoma. Mr. 
Collins arrived here in May, 1889, coming with 
a neighbor in a wagon. He located at once 
upon his present farm and living in a tent for 
two months, constructed a dug-out, which was 
his home for two years. Taking his family back 
to his old home in Plattsburg, Mo., he worked at 
his trade while there, and in this way secured 
the money with which to build a box house, 
12x26 feet, on returning to his farm. While 
away on another trip to Missouri this house was 
burned, and in 1897 he erected his present com- 
fortable home. He has a small orchard of 
budded trees upon his place, and has made other 
improvements which add to the value and at- 
tractive appearance of the place. 

Mr, Collins has been twice married—first in 
Santa Fe, N. M., to Miss Liliian Cool, by whom 
he had one son, Walter S., who was. born 
November 1889, on the farm where the 
family. now reside. On the Oth of June, 1894, 
Mr. Collins was united in marriage with Miss 
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Alice Scott, a daughter of James H. and Liza 
(Hadlock) Scott, whose sketch appears on 
another page of this volume. By this union 
there are two children—Jessie May, born May 
2, 1895, and Clarence Scott, born August 14, 
1806. 

Since casting his first presidential vote for 
Grover Cleveland, in 1884, Mr. Collins has been 
a stanch supporter of the Democratic party, but 
never an office seeker. He is an active and con- 
sistent member of the United Brethren Church, 
assisted in building the house of worship in his 
locality, and is now a member of the board of 
trustees. 


UDGE JOHNSON WHILES, of Raiston, 
Pawnee county, is one of the honored pio- 
neers of Oklahoma, with whose history his 

own has been closely associated during the past 
eleven years—the span of its official existence. 
He is a native of Kentucky, his birth having oc- 
curred in 1839, and his father, L. B. Whiles, also 
was born and reared in the Blue Grass Siate 
while his mother, Mahulda, was also a native of 
Kentucky. His paternal grandfather was born 
in Jreland, whence he emigrated to America at 
an early period. He participated in the war of 
the Revolution and later became a pioneer of 
Kentucky. 

_. The boyhood of Judge Whiles passed un- 
eventfully upon his father’s plantation unti: the 
Civil war came on, when he enlisted in the de- 
fense of the Union in Company k, Third Ken- 
_tucky Infantry. He took part in many of the 
most important battles and campaigns of the 
war, and faithfully stood at the post of duty 
until November, 1864, when his term of enlist- 
ment expired. He fought in the battles of Stone 
River, Chickamauga, Shiloh, Prairieville, Ken- 
esaw Mountain, Resaca, Lookout Mountain, 
Peach Tree Creek, Lost Mountain, Big Shanty, 
Atlanta, Georgetown and Jonesboro. In the 
conflict at Stone River, one of the fiercest battles 
of the war, he was wounded in one hand and 
both arms by a charge of buckshot, and though 
he still carries several scars, he did not lose but 
one day in the ranks on account of his injuries. 
He was honorably discharged from the service 
at Louisville, Ky., and returned to his home and 
family. 

In 1857 he married Patience Black, daughter 
of Moses and Kate Black, of Kentucky, and 
commenced keeping house upon a farm in Pu- 
laski county, Ky. Of his children three survive, 
namely: George, who is living in the Osage 
Nation, and is engaged in agricultural pursuits, 
and Fred and Jonathan, w ho are at home. 

In 1868 Judge Whiles came to the west, and 
for six years thereafter carried on a farm in 
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Montgomery county, Kans. During the fifteen 


years which followed he was extensively en- 
gaged in the cattle business in Indian Verri- 


tory, and June 27, 188g, came to Oklahoma, 
bringing his cattle and dealing in live stock 
here for a period. He was the first elective pro- 
bate judge of Payne county, and served for two 
terms in that capacity. For one year he served 
as police justice at Stillwater, and is now acting 
in the same office at Ralston. He proved up his 
claim and then gave it to his sons, becoming 
the proprietor of a general store at Stillwater and 
of one at Pawnee. Later he sold out the Stili- 
water business and, removing to Pawnee, re- 
mained there for about a year as a merchant. 
Then, coming to Ralston, he embarked in the 
same line of business, and is prospering here, as 
elsewhere. When a resident of Stillwater he 
was identified with the Christian Church, and 
with the Grand Army lodge, in the latter holding 
official positions. For thirty-five years he has 
been a stanch member of the Masonic order, 
joining it at Mount Gilead, Ky. He has been 
connected with the Anti-Horse Thief Associa- 
tion since coming to the west. Formerly he 
was an earnest advocate of the Republican 


-party, but of late years has been affiliated with 


the Democrats. 


TTO BURST. During the decade that he 
hasmadehis home in Oklahoma Mr. Burst 
has not only gained a position among the 

persevering, energetic farmers of Logan county, 
but, at the same time, he has assisted, indirectly, 
in the development of the territory. The tact 
that, beginning here without means, he was able 
to secure in a few years a well-improved farm 
and a good home, has encouraged others to cast 
in their fortunes with the country and has thus 
been of benefit to the region. For a short time 
he has made his home in Guthrie, but during 
most of his residence in Oklahoma he has lived 
on his farm, occupying the southwest quarter of 
section 25, township 17, range 2, five miles 
northeast of Guthrie. The place is one of the 

best around and does credit to his judgment in 
selecting it as his homestead. Since he came 
here, in 1891, he has made many improvements 
on the land, including the erection of a substan- 
tial farmhouse, a barn and granary, and a wind- 
mull, besides which he has planted an orchard of 
all kinds of fruit and a vineyard now in beering 
condition. Water for the farm is furnished by 
a never-failing spring. The various cereals are 
raised for which experience has proved the land 
to be adapted. The owner gives his atteniion 
closely to the management of the place, and its 
excellent condition is due to his industry. When 
he became a pioncer of this most recently opened 
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portion of the United States, it was with che 
determination to endure hardships and over- 
come obstacles, in order that he might gain a 
competence and a home for his family. His 
choice in casting in his lot with the pioneers of 
Oklahoma he has never regretted. On the other 
‘hand, he has reason to rejoice in his decision to 
leave the more densely populated region where 
he had resided and where it would have required 
years for him to become the owner of a larin. 

When he was a boy Mr. Burst had no advan- 
tages. He was born in Baden, Germany, August 
12, 1858, and was seven years of age w hen his 
parents, Philip and Mary (Suhm) Burst came to 
America, arriving in this country after a voyage 
of twenty-one days, and proceec ded to St: Lonis; 
where his father followed the tinner’s trade. Had 
it not been for the early death of ‘the mother, 
the family might have been prospered. But that 
bereavement broke up the home and scattered 
the family. Otto was sent to St. Vincent's 
Orphan School, an institution under the control 
of the Roman Catholic Church. Througnu the 
aid of the authorities of that school, he was given 
a home with a farmer in Clinton county, IIL, and 
there he remained until he was twenty-one. 
With $200, paid him by his foster-father, he 
started out in life for himself. Being familiar 
with farm work, he selected asriculture for his 
occupation, and for some years cultivated a 
_ rented farm. When he was twenty-two years old 
he married Miss Annie Ess, who was born in 
Clinton county, IIl., and is a daughter of Benja- 
min and Eliza (INarhoff) Ess. When she was 
nine years old her mother died. Afterward she 
was adopted and reared by a family in Clinton 
county and was given a common school educa- 
tion. 

Fight years after his marriage Mr. Burst 
removed to Carroll courty, Mo., where he hcped 
he might meet with greater success than was 
possible i in Illinois. He rented a farm and turned 
his attention to its cultivation. It was not long, 
however, before he saw that the high prices at 
which Missouri farm land was held rendered the 
purchase of good land impossible; so, when 
Oklahoma was opened to settlement, he deter- 
mined to seek a home here. He brought with 
him his wife and two sons, Benjamin Otto and 
Philip Benjamin, the former of whom was born 
in Clinton county, IIL, and the latter in Carroil 
county, Mo. Since they settled in Logan county 
three daughters have been born to them, nina, 
Minnie and Agnes. The family is identified with 
the Roman Catholic Church, and the children 
are being reared in that faith. Alr. Burst has 
never cared for office and has not sought polit- 
ical prominence, but he is known as a pro- 
nounced Democrat, and his party at all times is 
sure of his support. 
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APAYETMPE CAMPBELL. Thethistory wt 
Mr. Campbell contains much of inspiration 
to the most casual hearer, and lessons of 

pluck and perseverance can be gleaned from its 
recital by everyone. He was born December 7, 
1849, in Travis county, Tex., and is a scn of 
Thomas L. and Clarissa (Wilter) Campbell. In 
the spring of 1861 the father, who was a strong 
Union man, decided to remove further north 
and, as it afterwards transpired, he settled in 
what was a very hotbed of rebellion and conflict, 
Pettis county, Mo. Two of his sons enlisted and 
served in the federal army, and every member 
of the family Was eager and willing to do all 
within his power to bring about the restoration 
of peace and unity. Even our subject, then a lad 
of only twelve years, was anxious to enlist, and 
reluctantly remained at home, assisting his 
father in the necessary work of the homestead 
and care of the family. 

When he was eighteen years of age Lafayette 
Campbell removed with the family to Cherokee 
county, Nans., and two years later took up some 
government land in Chautauqua county, same 
state, paying $1.25 an acre. In the meantime, 
he had managed to secure a fair education by 
private study and reading, and had even taught 
school to some extent. When a favorable oppor- 
tunity presented itself he sold his property and 
embarked in merchandising. Then, in company 
with his father, he undertook the building of a 
business block costing about $5,000 and, ere this 
was completed, they were financially crippied 
and had to dispose of the property. The young 
man then engaged in teaching again, and tried 
hard to retrieve his fortunes. When Oklahoma 
was opened, he and his venerable father, then 
about eighty years of age, concluded to take up 
homesteads here. The elder man made the trip 
in a wagon, driving a team, and our subject 
came on horseback. The latter settled on his 
present land, the southeast quarter of section 7, 
township 17, range I west, and the father made 
a settlement on a claim on section 18, same 
township, and before his death, September 23; 
1893, had developed a good farm. 

Vhough he only had one pony, our subject 
joined forces with those of his brother-in-law, 
and managed to break some land, and was the 
first one in the township who started to build a 
house, his being made of logs, and situated on 
Antelope ereek. In order to obtain necessary 
funds he spent the following winter in Kansas, 
teaching school, and then bought a few cows and 
another pony. His family, who came here in 
October, 1889, thus spent their first winter in 
the territory alone, in the newly completed cabin. 
The next summer, Mr. Campbell was successful 
in raising a crop which provided him with suf- 
ficient means to meet the expenses of the suc- 
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ceeding winter, and thus, year by year, he has 
prospered i in increasing ratio. In 1898 he bought 
an additional eighty acres of land, and has insti- 
tuted valuable improvements, including the 
planting of an orchard. He has bought and paid 
for several hundred dollars worth ot farm 
machinery, and has discharged all of his finan- 
cial obligations. His land is well watered and 
fertile, and as high as thirty-two bushels of grain 
have been produced per acre. He keeps a good 
grade of live stock, and is practical and progres- 
sive in all his methods. 

In February, 1891, Mr. Campbell was’ elected 
township trustee, and by virtue of holding that 
office, was authorized to act as assessor also. 
After serving in that capacity two years, and 
then being out of the office for a like period, he 
was again elected, and for four successive years 
assessed the township. In 1872 he cast his first 
presidential ballot for Grant, and of late years 
has sided with the Populists. Religiously he is 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The marriage of Mr. Campbell and Miss Ida 
Alice Crews was solemnized October 24, 1883, 
in Chautauqua county, Kans. She was bern in 
Riley county, that state, and is a daughtcr of 
Frank and Louisa (Wad Idle) Crews. The chil- 
dren born to our subject and wife are: Thomas 
F., Hubert, Lee, Luella, May, Marcus D., Ruth, 
George William and Laura Anna. 


, OEL CHAMBERS. One of the most suc- 
cessful and progressive farmers in Logan 
county, Mr. Chambers has two claims from 

which to derive a livelihood, and upon which to 
expend his natural aptitude for an agyicultural 
life. One of his farms is located on the north- 
west quarter of section 21, township 17, range 3 
west, and the other is on section 16, township 17, 
range 3 west. which is school land. Upon 
removing to his new property, Mr. Chambers 
was not obliged to build a house, there having 
been one built by the previous owner, which was 
one of the advantages he derived from not 
coming to the territory until 1898. ‘The more 
recent additions are of the most substantial 
order, and built with reference to carrying on an 
advanced and lucrative kind of farming. Ue 
wisely raises a variety of crops, so that the fatiure 
of any one would not be seriously felt. One 
hundred and thirty-eight acres are devoted to 
wheat, cotton, oats and corn. 

Mr. Chambers was born in Ringgold county, 
Towa, in 1860, and is a son of Joel and Eliza beth 
(Owens) Chambers. Tlis father was born in 
Virginia and reared on a farm in Tennessee, and 
his ‘mother was born in Kentucky. They were 
early settlers in Iowa, and entered land in Ring- 
gold county, later moving to Worth county, 
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Mo., where they died when their days of useful- 
ness were as yet unimpaired. Joel, Jr., was taus 
thrown on his own resources, and when sixteen 
years of age he went to Fremont county, lowa, 
and rented a farm, and thence going to Mo- 
nona county in the same state. There he pur-’ 
chased one hundred and sixty acres of land, and 
successfully carried on agricultural pursuits for 
eighteen years. 

The elder Chambers had a more or less event- 
ful life. He was a veteran in the Civil war, and 
enlisted in Smithland, being afterwards stationed 
at Warrensburg, Mo., from which headquarters 
he operated upon the bushwhackers, and had to 
deal with such characters as Quantrell and 
others of like spirit. A half-brother, Gideon, 
was also in the war and died at Warrensburg 
from an attack of measles, and Joseph Chambers 
who enlisted when but a boy, served under Price 
and survived the vicissitudes of war. The great- 
grandfather on the paternal side was a soldier 
in the Revolution. 

Of the brothers and sisters of Mr. Chambers, 
Becky is married and lives in Kansas City; Mrs. 

Sarah Campbell resides in Clay county, Neb.; 
Mrs." Anna Bicknell makes her home in Fre- 
mont county, Iowa; Elisha is a farmer and lives 
near Blue Rapids, Kans.; Jackson died six years 
ago, after arriving at the age of maturity. 

In 18098 Joel Chambers, Jr., sold his inter- 
ests in Iowa and took up his residence in Okla- 
homa. Though practically a newcomer, he has 
become identified with the various interests of 
the township, and evinced a readiness to aid 
whenever his services are in demand. He was 
married February 19, 1879, to Elizabeth A. 
Buckingham of Fremont county, and a daughter 
of Zachariah and Susan Buckingham, who are 
now deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Chambers i nave 
been born the following named children: Jaines, 
who was born December 10, 1880, and is now 
living at home; Elmer, who died in the territory 
July era 1899; Johnnie is fifteen years of age and 
living at home; Charles died June 12, 1898; Lee 
is twelve years old; Esther, eight; Myrtle and 
Joel two. i 

In politics Mr. Chambers was a member of the 
Democratic party until the last election, when he 
changed to the Republican party. Fraternally 
he is associated with the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows in Fremont county, Iowa. 


farming, are promi- 

nent in the general make-up of every 
community, being not only necessary to its ex- 
istence, but taking an active part in the conduct 
of its affairs. As one of the representatives of 


EO THOMPSON. ‘The’ followers’ ‘of that 
. independent calling, 
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an s 
this class of citizens in Ningfisher county, we 
present the life history of C. L. Thompson, who 
has engaged extensively in general farming and 
stock-raising in Llarrison township ever since 
Oklahoma was opened. 

In Knox county, Hl., Mr. Thompson was born 
June 16, 1855, and is a son of Robert D. Thomp- 
son, a native of New Jersey. The latter, when 
a boy of thirteen years, accompanied his par- 
ents to Ohio, where he grew to maturity in 
Claremont county. In 1852 he moved to Knox 
county, Ill., and there spent the balance of his 
life in farm pursuits, owning a large tract of 
land. In politics he was a supporter of Demo- 
cratic principles. Ile was a prominent member 
of the Masonic order, and an officer in the Illi- 
nois Grand Lodge. By his marriage to Miss 
Sloan, of Ohio, he had eight children, six ot 
whom attained maturity, namely: James, of 
Kansas; Robert, who lives in western Iowa; 
Benton, of Taylor county, lowa; Mrs. Alice 
Hogan; Mrs. Melvina Freemole, of McLoud, 
Okla.; and Jennie, deceased, formerly the wife 
of William Diliie, After the death of his first 
wife, Robert D. Thompson married Amy jane 
Bearmore, a native of New Jersey. They had 
seven children, three of whom are _ living, 
namely: David B., of Fulton county, Il; C. L.; 
and Lillie May. Mrs. Amy Thompson died in 
1888, aged fifty-six years; her husband died in 
1896, at the age of eighty-six. 

After completing a common-school education, 
C. L. Thompson engaged in farming on the old 
homestead, where he spent most of the time 
until 1886. He then settled in Barber county, 
Kans., and after renting a farm there tor two 
years went to No Man’s Land, where he fol- 
lowed farming and stock-raising. At the time 
Oklahoma was opened, he left his family in No 
Man’s Land and came to the west line of the 
Chicago & Alton country, securing his present 
tract. He has made many improvements on the 
place, placing one hundred and thirty acres 
under the plow, and setting out an orchard of 
about five hundred trees. In 1894 he built a 
very fine hotise,, 16x28 feet, and 14x18 feet, 
which at that time was considered the best house 
in the entire county. His original holdings were 
the south half of the southwest quarter of sec- 
tion 26, and the north half of the northwest qiar- 
ter of section 35, Harrison township, Ninefisher 
county. In 1899 he bought the southwest quar- 
ter of section 28, in Iarrison townsnip. He 
carries on general farming and = stock-raising, 
and makes a specialty of Poland-China hogs. 
He has three hundred acres in wheat. He is a 
stockholder in the Farmers’ elevator at Kine- 
fisher. In politics he is a Populist. Ile has 
served as a director on the school board for 
several years. In religion he is a member of the 
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Pleasant Valley Christian Church and a deacon 
in the same. 

In 1878 Mr. Thompson married Clara, daugh- 
ter of Jacob Rockentield, of Ohio, who was born 
nine miles from Cincinnati, and for many years 
was a mechanic and contractor. By his mur- 
riage to Hannah Sammons, he had cleven chil- 
dren, five of whom are living, namely: Isaac, of 
Seattle, Wash.; Cleaves, who served as a musi- 
cian in the Civil war, and is now living in Hel- 
ena; Mont.;-. Wallace, of San. Francisey, ‘Cal. : 
Mrs. Catherine Bassett, of Omaha; and Mrs. 
Thompson. The marriage of Mr. and Mis 
Vhompson resulted in the birth of eight chil- 
dren, namely: Blanche, the wife of Edward 
Ikggleston; Jennie R., Forrest C., J. Hoiner, 
Hazel O., Lillie May, David Harrison and Sarah 
Alice, 


ILLIAM T. DARLINGTON is chief en- 
gineer of the Arapahoe Indian school in 
connection with the Cheyenne and Arap- 

ahoe agency, and his connection with this place 
dates back to 1872. He was born in Coiumbiana 
county, Ohio. His father, whose name was 
Burton, was born in Fayette county, Pa., in 
1800, and moved to Lowa in 1842, there conduct- 
ing a nursery business for a number of years. 
Throughout his community he was known as 
a man of high character and ability. As treasurer 
of Muscatine county he rendered faithful service. 
In 1868 he was appointed Indian agent by Presi- 
dent Grant, under what was then called the 
Quaker policy, and was assigned to the Arapa- 
hoe agency. In 1870 he established the Dar- 
lington agency. This was named in his honor, 
and was a well-deserved compliment. He built 
up the Indian school, and had full charge nntii 
his death, in 1872. He was a Republican and 
a Quaker.. His father, Stephen Darlington, was 
born in Chester county, Pa., and spent ali his 
life in his native state. He was an honorable 
and upright man, and left a good name. His an- 
cestors came from England long before the Rev- 
olutionary war, and did much in the work of 
colonial advancement. Martha (Thompson) 
Darlington, the mother of William T., had seven 
children, only one of whom is now living. She 
died in Iowa at a very advanced age. 

William T. Darlington was born in Iowa in 
1836, and spent the first seventeen years of his 
lite at home. When he had reached that age he 
went to Cincinnati, Ohio, to learn the machin- 
ist’s trade, at which he worked until 1861. The 
country must be saved, and he could help. He 
did not wait long, but enlisted in Company D, 
Wiftieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in r861. He 
served three years, and made a noble record, 
leaving the army as a non-commissioned offi- 
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cer. At the beginning of the war he was sent 
to West Virginia in ‘the army under General 
Rosecrans, and s saw many of the most terrible 
scenes of that great struggle. He fought at 
Gettysburg, Chancellorsville, Winchester, .\n- 
tietam and the Wilderness. In 1865 he was de- 
tailed to take charge of the machinery im the 
monitor yards at Cincinnati, and the same year, 
after his discharge, he made the journey over- 
land to Denver, Colo., driving an ox team. He 
followed engineering in the mountains, and in 
1872 came to Darlington, reaching here the day 
after his father’s death, and at once took charge 
of the machinery. He is a Republican, anc is 
a man of high standing and intelligence. 


AMES POULTON comes of an old Penn- 
sylvania family which was identified with 
the Society of Friends. His great-graid- 

father Poulton was a native of Scotland, and 
his maternal great-grandfather, Townsend Hail, 
served in the War for Independence of the thir- 
teen colonies of the United States. Both were 
early colonists of Virginia, and both are sleeping 
their last sleep in Hampton church-yard, one of 
the oldest cemeteries in Virginia. 

The birth of James Poulton took place in the 
Keystone state sixty years ago, his parents, 
James and Sarah (Hall) Poulton, also being 
natives of the same state. He lived upon a farm 
and received the usual advantages of a country 
boy, his elementary education being gained in 
the district school. At the breaking out of the 
Civil war he volunteered in Company Mi, Eighth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, and served for four long 
years, being mustered out in Lynchburg, Va., 
and being honorably discharged in August, 1865. 
Among the numerous important battles in which 
he gallantly bore a part are the famous Williams- 
burg, I'air Oaks, seven days’ Wilderness fight, 
Antietam, Gettysburg, Fredericksburg, \al- 
vern Hill and the second battle of Bull Run. 

Returning to the old homestead James Peul- 
ton remained there for two years, after which he 
went to Cook county, IHl., and canducted a farm 
for five years. He then went to, Lee county, 
Iowa,, with whose interests his own were closely 
associated for seven years. During the five 
years that followed he lived in Adair county, 
Mo., and then, until 1885, dwelt in Cowley 
county, Kans. Viftcen years ago he came to 
this territory and leased land from the Indians, 
and ever since has resided here or in the Pawnee 
reservation. In 1892 he held the responsible 
position of manager of the government farm at 
the Pawnee agency, winning the approval of 
the authorities over him. In 1893 he made the 
race into Pawnee county, and located a claim, 
Which he afterward sold. Ie now resides upon 


CAME 


his son's farm, which is situated in the southcast- 
ern part of section 23, township 23, range 4 cast. 

In 1868 the marriage of Mr. Poulton and Miss 
Mary H. Bice was solemnized in. renton,.N J) 
She is a daughter of Pennsylvanians, Aarom and 
Martha Bice. The first-born of our subject and 
wife is Jesse, now an enterprising stock-dealer 
at Coldwater, Kans. The next son, William, 
and the two married daughters, Mrs. Neilie 
Schrofe and Mrs. Flora Schrofe, reside in the 
Osage Nation. The younger children, Charies, 
Clyde, Adrian and Jenett, are living with their 
parents. 

The first Peecidential ballot of Mr. Poulton 
was cast for Abraham Lincoln, and never since 
has he wavered in his aliegiance to the Repub- 
lican party, which has carried this ceuntry for- 
ward to its present prosperity, though almost 
inseparable obstacles obstructed the path of 
progress at times. Though, in general, a man of 
peace, and a Strict adherent to the rules o: tie 
Society of Friends, in which faith he was reared, 
Mr. Poulton hesitated not when his country 
was in danger to go to her assistance, and ihus 
placed his name on the nation’s roll oi honor. 


EBV: WHEELER: M, | WELLMAN. \.For 
upwards of a quarter of a century Mr. Well- 
man has been actively engaged in the noble 

work of ministering to the spiritual and tem- 
poral needs of the people, and wherever he has 
gone he has won multitudes of sincere friends. 
It would be impossible to more than oucline 
his worthy career in the limitations of this arti- 
cle, and thousands of his friends and acquaint- 
ances and hosts of those not personally known 
to him have read with deep interest the story 
of his life as printed in a lustory of Kansas some 
years ago, and other sketches in various papers 
throughout the land. 

The birth of our subject took place in Darke 
county, Ohio, whence he removed witi his par- 
ents to Indiana, there spending about seven 
years. Later they settled in Bureau county, 
Tl, and young Wellman received: his education 
in the public schools and college of Eureka, 
Ill. Subsequent to his graduation in 1866 he 
went to Clay county, Mo., where he was the 
first teacher ‘from the north who dared to ven- 
ture there after the war. His experiences oiten 
were far from pleasant, and, like his father, who . 
then was engaged in the practice of medicine 
at Kansas City, he appeared to be a special tar- 
eet for persecution. In 1869 he went to Wiison 
county, kans., where he homesteaded a tract 
of land, and later opened and earried on a gen- 
eral store in Fredonia. Tlaving entered the min 
istry in 1874 he went to Smith county, Nians.. 
and was ordained to the work of the Congrega- 
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r) 
tional denomination. The state soon after ap- 
pointed him to act as special agent for the relief 
commission which had been appointed by Gov- 
ernor Osborne, to aid the poor, on account of 
the appalling grasshopper scourge, which dev- 
astated that entire western region. A large pro- 
portion of the seed sowed by the farmers of 
five counties in that section was issued by him. 
He heartily and willingly aided the people in 
a multitude of ways, aside from the actual duties 
of his office, and at Smith Center he buit the 
tust church erected in the county. There he 
acted as pastor for three years, and for over a 
year also was the superintendent of the com- 
mon schools of the county. He organized West- 
em Star Lodge No.96,'A. F.°& A. AL, the first 
blue lodge formed in the county, and there he 
served as state lecturer, as he had previously 
done in Wilson county. Later he took charge 
of the work of the American Sunday-school 
Union in northern Kansas and in 1880 he took 
up his residence in Kansas City, where he or- 
ganized the Pilgrim Congregational Church. He 
officiated as its pastor for five years. and at the 
same time was so actively occupied in his grand 
labors among the needy that his name became a 
household word throughout th atregion. Through 
his instrumentality five other churches were or- 
ganized and gratifying results attended him 
wherever he went. He next was called by the 
State Home Mission Board to the post of state 
evangelist of Nebraska. While he thus spent 
several useful, busy years he made his home at 
Omaha, going thence to al! portions of the 
state. Perhaps his most far-reaching work was 
accomplished in the vicinity of Wichita, as he 


succeeded in raising the funds required to keep . 


Fairmount College going for a period, tiding the 
institution Over a crisis. 

Resigning his Kansas positions in 1894, Mr. 
Wellman came to El Reno and became pastor of 
the Congregational Church. During the eight- 
een months of his service there he weit to DBos- 
ton, where he succeeded in raising sufficient 
money to mect the indebtedness resting on the 
church. Afterwards he resigned the charge and 
in February, 1897, became the president of 
the Oklahoma Board of Home Missions, with 
special work among the Indians. He has made 
Darlington his headquarters, and’ in addition 
to his ‘recular duties he has maintained a free 
- medical dispensary and hospital for the Indians. 
He studied medicine years ago, knowing that 
it might be of great use to him in his deal- 
ings with the poor people, and since his gradua- 
tion as a phy sician he has reached the iiearts 
of many in this practical, humanitarian way. 
The hospital and dispensary, which he supports 
ot his own expense, is the only institution of the 
kind devoted to the red race in Oklahoma. An- 
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other of his eminently practical benevolences is 
the editing of the little paper known as_ the 
“Oklahoma Advance,” “published in behalf of 
the Congregational Churches of Oklahoma and 
the Darlington Indian Mission.” ,, All .of. the 
mechanical work of the journal is periormed by 
two Indian lads about thirteen years old. in his 
political views Mr. Wellman is an ardent Re- 
publican. 

The marriage of Mr. Wellman was solemnized 
December 18, 1870. His bride was Miss Ma- 
linda J. Blake, of Fredonia, and one of the suc- 
cessful teachers of Wilson county at that time. 
The eldest child of this worthy couple is Fred 
Creighton, who was born in Fredonia and edu- 
cated in the public schools of Kansas City. He 
was graduated in the Medical College of that 
place, taking first prize, and later he took a de- 
gree in the Chicago Theological Seminary. For 
three years he has served under the American 
Board as a missionary in western Africa, but on 
account of his failing health he then returned 
to the United States, and at present is residing 
in Utah with his devoted wife and their two 
children. Mrs. Laura Robinson, eldest daughter 
of our subject, and mother of two children, is 
the wife of Oliver T. Robinson, who holds the 
position of physician to the Indians at the gov- 
ernment Indian school at Colony, Okla. She 
is a graduate of Fairmount College, having been 
in the class of 1895, the first class receiving di- 
plomas at that institution. Clarence Lovejoy, 
named for Rev. Owen Lovejoy, the martyr, a 
cousin of his father, was born in the town of 
Blue Rapids, Kans. He, too, is obtaining an 
excellent preparation for his future hic, as he 
was a student at Fairmount College for two 
years, then spent a year in the Oberlin (Ohio) 
College, and now is attending the Kansas City 
Medical College, where he will graduate March, 


root. Flelen, the younger daughter of our sub- 
ject, died at the age of six years, at Mount Hope, 
ans. 


OHN W. WRIGHT, one of the best citizens 
of Logan county, has been identified with 
the fortunes of Oklahoma since its opening 

to the occupation of the white race. His eutire 
life has been spent in the south, and his anees- 
tors on both sides of the family were residents 
of the Carolinas. “ His grandfather, Joseph 
Wright, was a native of Waite county. and cur- 
ing the war of 1812 he volunteered his services 
to his beloved land, and served under the tead- 
ership of General Jackson at the battle of New 
Orleans. He lived to attain a ripe age, his 
death occurring only some fifteen years ayo 

The parents of the subject of this sketch were 

Aaron W. and Sarah C. (Flall) Wright, both 
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natives of North £arolina. The mother’s father, 
Enoch Hall, was one of the first settlers in the 
western part of the state mentioned. The mar- 
riage of Mr. and Mrs. Wright was solemnized 
in 1830, and together they pursued the journey 
of life for fifty- -five years, the devoted wiic being 
summoned to the better land in 1804. The 
father, whose home has been in Cowley county, 
Kans., for a number of years, remained in his 
native state until 1871, when he removed with 
his family to «Missouri. 

John W. Wright was born in North Carolina 
October 22, 1844, and with his four brothers 
and three sisters was reared to habits of industry 
and integrity. He obtained an excellent educa- 
tion, and was attending an academy at the time 
that war was declared between the north and 
south. Naturally, his sympathies were with his 
own section of the states, and, with the enthusi- 
asm of a youth of eighteen years, he enlisied in 
the army as soon as his age permitted. In 1862 
he joined the First North Carolina Battalion of 
Infantry, which was merged into the Sixteenth 
Regiment of that state, at Greenville, Tenn. The 
young man soon received his baptism of blood, 
for he participated in the terrible battles of Shi- 
loh, Stone River, Jackson (Miss.), and many 
other important campaigns, and at all times he 
bravely stood at the post of duty to which he 
was assigned. During the fierce engagement of 
Chickamauga, he was captured, with twelve of 
his comrades, and, being sent to Camp Doug- 
las, Chicago, he was kept as a prisoner for seven- 
teen months and ten days. A complete change 
of views on the situation of our distraught coun- 
try and the right and wrong in the great ques- 
tions which threatened the life and prosperity 
of the Union came to the young man in the 
meantime, when he had plenty of time. for 
thought and investigation, and in March, 1865, 
he enlisted in the Federal army. Happily, for 
all, the war soon afterward came to an end, and 
the passing years have gradually cemented the 
ties of brotherhood which every patriotic citizen 
of this great country hopes will never more be 
menaced. , 

When peace had been restored, young Wright 
resumed the cares of a business man, and in 
1866 returned to North Carolina. Believing, 
however, that the west offered better oppurtu- 
nities to an ambitious young man, he weni to- 
wards the setting sun in the following year, and, 
after another interval spent at his old home in 

1868-69, he permanently cast in his lot with the 
trans-Mississippians. Vor a score ot years he 
dwelt in Kansas, where he was. successiully 
occupied in agricultural pursuits. On the zand 
of May, 1889, he came to Oklahoma and made 
the run from Guthrie to his present homestead, 
which is situated on section 3, township 16, 
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range 4, Logan county. He has made numerous 
improvements upon this place, and has wrought 
a complete transformation in its appeararice, 
He takes genuine interest in the prosperity and 
advancement of his country and own neigh- 
borhood, and, in accordance with his political 
faith, he stands upon the platform of the Re- 
publican party. 

In 1868 Mr. Wright and Margareta Hall were 
united in marriage at the home of her parents, 
T. M.and Mary (Haw kins) Hall, in North Caro- 
lina. The mother died in 1864, but the father 
is yet living at his old home in the south. Of 
the thirteen clnldren born to our subject and 
wife, five are married and reside in this terri- 
tory, and eight children are still under the 
parental roof. 


HARLES C. WELLS. Among the native 
sons of Illinois which that arate has con- 
tributed to Oklahoma, Charles C. Wells is 

one of the most enterprising. Though he pos- 
sessed small capital when he landed here, he 
soon was on the highway leading to prosperity, 
and now is well-te- “do and influential. Huis ex- 
ample as a citizen and business man is well 
worthy of emulation and all respect and esteem 
him. 

For several generations the Wells familv has 
lived in New York state. Our subject’s grand- 
father, Jonathan Wells, went to Illinois about 
1840, and became’ identifed among the early 
settlers of that then new state. He owned large 
tracts of land and took an active part in all 
local affairs until his death. Our subject's 
father, P. L. Wells, was born in the Empire 
state, but was reared to maturity in McHenry 
county, Tll., and spent a number of years subse- 
quently in that locality. In 1877 he removed to 
Sumner county, Kans., here he dwelt for 
twelve years, and at the opening of Oklahoma 
secured a claim. After spending several years 
on it, he changed his place of residence, and 
now owns a large ranch in Woods county, and 
keeps a herd of about one thousand native cat- 
tle. His wife and their seven children are all 
living. 

Charles C. Wells was born in’ McHenry 
county, IIL, in-1866, and consequently was eleven 
vears old when his family became residents of 
Sumner county, Kans. Prior to the date ot the 
general settlement of this territory, he, in com- 
pany with lus father, leased a ranch near the 
Cimarron and Hoyle creek district, and kept 
cattle, usually having five hundred head. On 
the 22nd of April, 1889, our subject, with a inul- 
titude of home-seckers, raced) fron Buffalo 
Springs, thirty mules, and secured the 
southwest quarter of section 33, township 17, 
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range 5, Kingfisher county. To-day, after years 
of industry and perseverance in his undertak- 
ings, he has a valuable homestead, one hundred 
and twenty acres of which are under cultivation. 
A well-kept orchard of nine hundred trees yields 
an excellent crop each year. Mr. Wells has been 
especially successful as a stock- raiser, and in the 
winter of 1899 he fed two hundred head of cat- 
tle and some fine Poland-China hogs. Thus 
fourteen thousand bushels of corn were con- 
sumed, and the resources of the farm taxed to 
the utmost, but the venture proved a successful 
one. 

Eight years ago Mr. Wells erected a com- 
fortable house here, twenty-four feet square, 
and the same year brought to preside over its 
hospitalities his bride, who, prior to their raar- 
riage, bore the name of Cassie Brown. Her 
father, Matthew Brown, is a well-known horti- 
culturist and farmer of Woods county, and 
keeps an extensive line of nursery stock. Two 
children bless the union of our subject and 
wife. 

In his political faith. Mr. Wells is a stalwart 
Republican, thoroughly believing in the wisdom 
of the party which has steered the ship of state 
through some perilous storms. He takes the 
part of a patriot in all public affairs, whether 
referring to his own community or to the coun- 
try in general. 


1 
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ON: EF. Tf. WINKLER? M.D., of King: 
fisher, has taken an influential part in the 
important work of placing Oklahoma upon 

a safe and progressive basis in the crucial pio- 
neer period of its existence. A sketch of his 
life will prove of interest to his innumerable 
friends here and elsewhere, and the following 
facts in regard to him have been gleaned. 

Of German descent on the paternal side of 
the family, his great-grandfather, John Winkler, 
was the first of the name to make a permanent 
settlement in America, his home being in eastern 
Pennsylvania. In that state George, grand- 
father of our subject, was born, but at an early 
day he removed to the wilds of Kentucky, and 
later located in White county, Ill. His son, 
John W., father of our subject, was a native of 
Davis county, Kky., and for a number of vears 
was identified with the agriculturists of Iiinois. 
Subsequent to the Civil war he removed to a 
farm near Irondale, Mo., and later engaged in 
merchandising in the same state, at a place calied 
Winkler. Now in his seventy-ninth year, he is 
living retired from the arduous cares of active 
life. His wife, Cecelia, a native of Illinois, was 
a daughter of John Adams, a soldier of the war 
of 1812.. Te was born in Wentucky and at an 
early day took up his abode in Illinois, Tis 
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wife was a Miss Warren, who came of an old 
southern family. 

The birth of our subject occurred in Sacra- 
mento, Ill., June 3, 1850, and his boyhood was 
passed in his native state and in Missourt. In 
1867 he accompanied the family from the vi- 
cinity of Irondale, Mo., to Phelps county, Mo., 
where for five years he was a teacher and prin- 
cipal of county schools. Tle had acquired a 
good general education in the public schools and 
Trondale Academy, and at cighteen commenced 
the study of medicine in Rollo, Mo., devoting 
his small leisure to that science. In 1872 he 
matriculated in the St. Louis Medical Coliege, 
and in 1878 was graduated from the Medical 
College of the University ‘of Towa. He holds 
degrees from both colleges, and has taken two 
terms of special instruction in the St. Louis 
Post-Graduate College, and in 1891 and: 1892 
pursued post-¢ raduate work in New York City. 
From April, 1 187 6, to the spring of 1880, he was 
engaged in practice at Thomasville, Mo., the 
ensuing four years was located in Alton, cotinty 
seat of. Oregon county, Mo., and then for eight 
years purstted his profession in West Plains, Mo. 

In 1886 Dr. Winkler was honored by the peo- 
ple of Howell county, who elected him to the 
responsible post of county treasurer, and at the 
close of his term he was tendered the nomina- 
tion for state representative, but declined. Dur- 
ing Cleveland’s administration he was appoiited 
a member of the board of pension examiners, 
and continued in that office until he removed 
from that locality. In July, 1892, he establisned 
himself in Kingfisher, and since that time has 
enjoyed a large and remunerative practice, mak- 
ing a specialty of diseases of the eye and ear. 
During Cleveland’s second administration he 
again was appointed to the board of pension ex- 
aminers, and is vet acting with that body, now in 
the capacity of president. In 1895 he was 
elected mayor of Kingfisher, and at the close of 
his term, in 1897, was again elected to that 
office. 

The’active part which Dr. Winkler has taken 
in the support of the Republican party has ren- 
dered him extremely popular with his political 
brethren, and in 1808 he was nominated as rep- 
resentative in the territorial assembly or council. 
Though the fusionists of this district had a ma- 
jority of over three hundred, his friends carried 
the day, and elected him by a flattering majority 
of six hundred and thirty-four votes. In. the 
fifth general assembly he served as chairman of 
the committee on ways and means, and was a 
member of the committee on education and 
others. Besides, he was the author of several 
important bills; among them that for the estab- 
lishment and regulating of a terrttorial board of 
equalization, ‘The bill providing for the erection 
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of an additional building for the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, at Stillwater, was orig- 
inated by him, as well as the one which advanced 
the idea of appropriating a fund for the Langs- 
ton College for the Colored People, and this, 
it may be “mentioned, recently was approved by 
congress. A bill introduced by him, advocating 
the payment of a dollar and a half, instead of a 
dollar, a day to jurymen of a reoular postal dis- 
trict, was passed by the house but vetoed by the 
governor, and the same fate befell the county 
weighers’ bill, of which he was the author. 
Though several bills which he brought before 
the consideration of the assembly either were 
not passed by that body, and subsequently were 
vetoed, five bills became laws, and no doubt is 
felt as to the wisdom and unusual forethought 
which he displayed in meeting many of the great 
local issues. 

While a resident of West Plains, Mo., Dr. 
Winkler was initiated into Masonry, and be- 
came a member of the Chapter and Commandery 
there. He now is affiliated with Kingfisher 
Lodge No.. 12, A. F. & A. M.; is secretary of 
Kingfisher Chapter No:) 8,-R: ‘A. M.; and be- 
longs to India Temple, Mystic Shrine. In his 
profession he is highly esteemed, and is identi- 
fied with the Territorial Medical Association. 

The first marriage of the doctor took place in 
Phelps county, Mot Miss Annie Field, a native 
of England, being the lady of his choice. She 
died at their Missouri home, leaving four chil- 
dren, namely: Mrs. Alice Harlan, of Dora , Mo.; 
Felix, who is engaged in the printer’s trade, in 
St. Louis; and Lois and Emily, who live with 
their father. In this city Dr. Winkler married 
Miss Olive Bell, who was born in Flora, IIL, 
and by her marriage is the mother of a daughter, 
named in her honor, Olive. 


E. GORTON. Of all who. strive for 

success and distinction in this busy 

world of competition the inventor of 
useful things is the most happily independent, 
and the most to be envied of all the toilers of 
men. He who invents a labor-saving device, 
thereby forcing the laborer to a higher plane of 
occupation, or makes a compulsory task easier 
of accomplishment, or by patient or laborious 
study through the long hours of the nigut throws 
his brain power into remote crevices wherein 
is stored some future greatness of the world, 
has created a landmark in the progress of 
events and placed a peg to the credit of talent 
or genius. It is likewise true that, as the farm- 
ers are the bulwarks of a nation, in like propor- 
tion is he a benefactor who assists so materially 
in turning the fruits of their industry to the best 
possible account, It is therefore surmised that 
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of the various lines of activity in which Mr. Gor- 
ton has been engaged, he is most to be com- 
mended as the inventor of several valuable de- 
vices in milling machinery, which have been 
found to be of practical benefit and general util- 
ity. That his adopted town of Pawnee should 
profit by his attainments is but one of the many 
excellent chances that have come the way of 
this wonderfully prosperous city and locality. 

The stepping stones in the lives of ali success- 
ful men are of interest to those who would make 
the most of their own gifts and opportunities. 
The early life of Mr. Gorton was spent in Otsego 
county, N. Y., where he was born November 25, 
1844. Of English ancestry, the first members 
to settle in America cast their lot with the pio- 
neers of Rhode Island, and many of them fought 
with courage and distinction in the Revolution- 
ary war and in the war of 1812. The paternal 
great-grandfather was born in Rhode Island, 
and later settled in Otsego county, N. Y. He 
was related to the Arnolds, and General Na- 
thaniel Greene was of the same family. The pa- 
ternal grandfather married a Miss Foster, and 
Ye: The next’ in-de+ 
scent, Jacob Gorton, the father of W. E., was a 
native of Otsego county, and was a millwright 
by trade. For a time he conducted a saw-mill 
in St. Lawrence county, N. Y., and later lived 
in Michigan and northern Indiana, where he 
built and operated flour mills. His last field of 
effort was at Eau Claire, Wis., and at Mondova, 
where he built mills and operated them until his 
death at Eau Claire, at the age of eighty-seven 
years. His wife, formerly Lucina Bowen Eddy, 
was born in New York, and came of the old and 
distinguished Eddy family, of New England, 
and of Scotch-Irish extraction. Thomas M. 
Eddy, D. D., was a first cousin of Mrs. Gorton. 
She became the mother of five children, and 
died in Eau Claire, Wis. Of the three sons and 
two daughters, Alonzo was born in Michigan 
and died in Eau Claire; Laurentine was born in 
New York, and is a manufacturer of four and 
lumber at Chippewa Falls, Wis.; Mary, the 
wife of Mr. Spaulding, lives in Boise City, Idaho, 
and is a graduate physician with an extended 
practice; William I. is an inventor and mill- 
wright of Pawnee,-and Sarah is the wife of Mr. 
Stevens, of Eau Claire. 

William E. Gorton received his education in 
the public schools of New York and at Eau 
Claire, and also studied at Bryant & Stratton’s 
Business College, in Milwaukee, Wis. From 
boyhood up he had familiarized himself with the 
millwright and milling business under the able 
tuition of father and brothers, and for a time 
continued the trade independently. He then 
engaged as a contractor and builder of flour 
mulls at Eau Claire, and was also interested in 
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civil enginecring and surveying. In 1884 he 
changed. his field of operation to Chicago, IIL, 
where he became draughtsman in the mill ma- 
chinery manufactory of Chesholm Bros. & 
Gunn. While here he patented a flour dressing 
and grain reducing machine. In 1885 he be. 
came identified as draughtsman with the Bar- 
nard & Leas manufactory at Moline, Ill., and 
was thus occupied for four years. In the mean- 
time his inventive ability had not been idle, and 
he turned out several mill patents and improve- 
ments. In 1889 he removed to Warsaw, lowa, 
and entered upon the manufacture of his own 
mill machinery under the firm name of Maish 
& Gorton Manufacturing Company, which en- 
terprise was successfully carried on until 1894. 
At this time Mr. Gorton sold his interests and 
patents and several months later located in 
Ingalls, Payne county, Okla. 

In accord with the enterprise every where 
manifest in the territory since the opening, Mr. 
Gorton applied his ability to the advantage of his 
locality, and erected the first and third mill in 
Payne county, which was steam operated and 
had a capacity of sixty barrels. Believing that 
he saw greater possibilities in a residence in 
Pawnee, he removed hither in 1897, erected 
new buildings, enlarged and brought his ma- 
chinery from Ingalls. This mill has a capacity 
of one hundred barrels, and machinery of fifty- 
horse power. Among the different grades of 
flour manufactured at this plant are the Pride of 
Pawnee, Daisy, Pawnee Princess and several 
others. The mill turns out also corn meal and 
feed of all kinds. The elevator has a capacity 
of fifteen thousand bushels, and the transporta-+ 
tion facilities are excellent, owing to a switch 
from the Santa Fe road. Mr. Gorton’s inter- 
ests extend beyond the limits of his mill, as he 
is engaged in the wholesale and retail coal ee 
ness and is a general grain dealer. His pro- 
gressive influence is felt in other parts of the ter- 
ritory, for he owns considerable real-estate in 
Stillwater, and in the fall of 1900 built an ele- 
vator there with a capacity of ten thousand 
bushels, and where he conducts a whoiesale 
flour and feed business. In 1898 was incorpor- 
ated the Pawnee Mill Company, with William 
E. Gorton, president; Mrs. Gorton, vice-presi- 
dent; Newton E., secretary,.and Dr. R. M. Carr, 
treasurer. Dr. Carr, the son-in-law of Mr. Gor- 
ton, was born in Whiteside county, Ill, and is a 
graduate of the Bennett Medical Coilegc, of 
Chicago, class of 1884, but at the present time 
devotes all of his attention to his position as 
treasurer of the mill company. 

In Kau Claire, Wis., occurred the marriage 
of Mary Livermore and Mr. Gorton. Mrs. 
Gorton is a practicing physician in Pawnee, and 
is a graduate of the Bennett Medical College of 
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Chicago. She occupies a prominent profes- 
sional and social position in the territory. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Gorton have been born three chil- 
ary, is a graduate of the high school at 
Blue Island and at Moline, Ill., and also a grad- 
uate of the Indiana Commercial College at Dav- 
enport. She is the wife of Dr. R. M. Carr, and is 
now treasurer of the Federation of Woman's 
Clubs of Oklahoma and Indian Territory 
Newton Eddy is a graduate of the Wars * high 
school, and is now attending the Oklahoma 
University at Norman; Willard Tce nore is 
also attending the University of Oklahoma. 

Mr.Gorton is a Republican in national politics, 
but holds exceedingly liberal views regarding 
officeholders. Fraternally he is associated with 
the Masonic order, Lodge No. 17, at Pawnee, 
also a member of Pawnee Commandery No. 7, 
K. T., and has taken all the degrees in the York 
Rites. He is a charter member of the Pawnee 
Commercial Club and of the Oklahoma Grain 
Dealers’ Association. 





ARTIN GERBER, one of the,valued sales- 
men employed by Newell & Ross, dealers 
in farm machinery, resides on his well- 

improved farm, which is situated about five miles 
east of Enid, county seat of Garfield county. 
He was named in honor of his paternal grand- 
father, and his parents were natives of Switzer- 
land, passing their entire lives in that country, 
where the father was a blacksmith and owned 
and carried on a farm. 

The birth of Martin Gerber occurred April 5, 
1849, in the same locality where his parents 
were born. He is one of four brothers and sis- 
ters (one deceased), and is the only member of 
the family in America. Tle attended the public 
schools until he was deemed to be of an age 
when he should begin learning a trade. Ac- 
cordingly he went to Biello, Piedmont, Italy, 
and devoted four y years to the baker’s and con- 
fectioner’s calling, becoming an expert workman 
and commanding high wages. 

In 1869 Mr. Gerber made an important deci- 
sion, and, crossing the Atlantic, became a citizen 
of Dubuque, Iowa. For a period he was em- 
ployed at his trade, and then turned his attention 
to farming, carrying on a homestead in Du- 
buque county. In 1871 he located in Monroe 
county, Iowa, and for seven years managed a 
farm there, subsequently removing to another 
one in Ringgold county, same state. Ile won 
the esteem of his neighbors wherever he dwelt, 
and for some time acted as township assessor in 
Ringgold county, where he made his nome for 
nine years. In 1887 he went to Greeley county. 
Kans., and embarked in a merchandise bnsi- 
ness at Tribune, but at the opening of Oklahoma 
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he concluded to iD his fortunes here. From 
April, 1889, until his store was burned, he. was 
engaged in general merchandising at Kingtisher, 
and was making a success of the, enterprise, 
when he met with that heavy loss. The piuck 
and perseverance which have always been 
among his chief traits carried him through 
his dark days, and eventually prosperity again 
blessed his industrious efforts. On the 16th 
of September, 1893, he located a claim in the 
‘northeastern part of section I1, township 22, 
range 6 west, Garfield county, and soon insti- 
tuted many improvements. He has carried on 
general farming and_ stock-raising here ever 
since, and of late years has also devoted a large 
share of his time to the sale of agricultural ma- 
chinery for the house of Newell & Ross. 

While living in Iowa, Mr. Gerber married 
Miss H. A. Hendricks, a native of that state, 
the ceremony which united their destinies 
being performed at Albia. They are the par- 
ents of one child, Louis, who is an enterprising 
young farmer, now occupied in carrying on his 
father's homestead. Mr. Gerber is a “stalwart 
Republican, and was trustee of Enid township 
for two years. 


E. GANNON. As the oldest real-estate 
, man in Jinid, and as a builder, as weli as 
the promoter of many enterprises for the 
upbuilding of the city, Mr. Gannon is entitled 
to the appreciation which he receives from his 
fellow-townsmen. He came to Oklahoma from 
Wichita county, Kans., in April, 1889, and es- 
tablished his home in Kingfisher. Having 
brought with him from Wichita a stock of liv- 
ery horses, he entered actively into the occupa- 
tion which had engaged his attention while in 
Kansas. Building a barn, he embarked in a 
general livery business, carrying on the same 
until his removal to Enid, September 16, 1893. 
At the opening of the Cl veyenne and Arapahoe 
country, Mr. Gannon located a claim near King- 
fisher, but this he eventually sold, in order that 
he might devote his entire time to his business 
affairs. While a resident of Kingfisher, he 
erected the Gannon building, which he. still 
owns. Since coming to Enid, he has been 
largely instrumental in securing the erection of 
the county courthouse. Another enterprise in 
which he is interested is the Enid Investment 
Company. From the start he devoted himself to 
the real-estate business in Enid, and the wisdom 
of his choice has been many times apparent. 
He assisted in laying out the south side addi- 
tion, which he has since, to a large extent, sold. 
In addition, he has bought and sold farm land, 
and has built up an extensive loan and broker- 
age business, The office which he occupies is 
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on Monroe street, in a brick building, 50x80, and 
two stories high. 

_Mr. Gannon was born in Genoa, Ottawa 
county, Ohio, March 3, 1863, being a son of 
William and Sarah (Compton) Gannon, natives 
of New York state. Jlis grandfather, Daniel, 
descended from a colonial family of New York 
state, where he was born; at an carly age he 
settled in Seneca county, Ohio, and his death 
occurred in Genoa, that state. William Gannon 
still occupies a farm in Ottawa county. During 
the Civil war he served as a member of an 
Ohio regiment. His wife died in Ohio some 
years ago. 

Until his twentieth year, C. E. Gannon re- 
mained on his father’s farm, meantime attending 
the public schools of Genoa. His first inde- 
pendent venture was conducted in Eaton Rapids, 
Mich., where he carried on a meat market for 
eighteen months. In 1884 he removed to Ar- 
gona, Sumner county, Kans., where for two 
years and nine months he was engaged in the 
hardware business. Subse quently he became in- 
terested in a livery business in Wichita county, 
Kans., and was there during the long and bitter 
county-seat war, and until the opening of Okla- 
homa. After he settled in Kingfisher he mar- 
ried Katie Conner, by whom he has two daugh- 
ters, Florence and Ruth. 

As a member of the People’s party, Mr. Gan- 
non has been a factor in the politics of his local- 
itv. In 1899 he was elected to represent the 
fifth ward in the city council. Not only was he 
an organizer of the Commercial Club, but he has 
also served upon its board of directors. Fra- 
ternally he is associated with the Woodmen of 
the World, and in 1899 joined Lodge No. 10, 
A. F. & A. M., at Enid. His connection with 
the progress of Enid has been close, and his 
name is inseparably identified with many im- 
portant measures. In 1901, in pattnership, with 
F. S. Rogers and H, C. Henry, he erected one 
of the finest brick business blocks in Enid, a 
substantial building that stands on the corner 
of Monroe street and Grand avenue. 


RANK BRADFIELD. 
cial day of Oklahoma’s settlement by the 
Anglo-Saxonrace, Frank Bradfield hasbeen 

associated with its development. The esteem 
in which he is held by the public has been shown 
time and again by his being called to positions 
of responsibility and trust, and in each office 
which he has occupied he has abundantly proved 
the wisdom of his friends. 

Frank Bradfield is of Scotch-Irish descent on 
the paternal side, while in the maternal line he 
is of English and German extraction. live gcen- 
erations ago three brothers by the name of Brad- 


From the first offi- 
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field came to America from the northern part 
of Ireland, and settled in Virginia, w ence 
their descendants went to different parts of the 
Union. William Bradfield, grandfather of our 
subject, was a pioneer in Ohio, and subsequently 
was one of the early settlers of Pike county, 
Ind. He died at the age of ninety-eight years, 
on the old homestead which he had improved. 
He is known as the founder of the town of Al- 
giers, Ind. His son, Theodore, father of our 
subject, was born in Ohio and reared in In- 
diana. In embarking upon independent life, he 
settled near his father’s home and tumproved a 
farm, where hc is vet living, now in his fifty-sixth 
year. He is a Mason and religiously is a Presby- 
terian. During the Civil war he was in the 
service for about four years as a private of Com- 
pany G, Ninety-first Indiana Volunteer Infan- 
try. For a wife he chose Miss Mary Case, a 
native of Indiana, and daughter of one of the 
pioneers of the Hoosier state. She departed 
this life in the Centennial year, and was sur- 
vived by her two children, Frank and Auna, the 
latter of North Platte, Neb. 

Frank Bradfield was born in Petersburg, Pike 
county, Ind., July 16, 1867, and consequently 
was only nine years old when death deprived 
him of his mother. Four years later he em- 
barked in the serious business of life on his 
own account, and in 1880 found himseli in 
North Platte, Lincoln county, Neb. Determin- 
ing to further qualify himself for his future ca- 
reer, he sturdily began working his way through 
college, being employed summers on a ranch, 
and the remainder of the year attending Doone 
College. When he had reached the sophomore 
yegr, in 1885, he left school and devoted his time 
to farming enterprises on the North Platte for 
about four years. 

On the day that Oklahoma was opened to the 
settlement of the white race, Mr. Bradfield came 
to Guthrie and looked the country over, with 
the result that he decided to make his perma- 
nent home here. For three years he was em- 
ployed as an instructor in the schools of Chilco, 
Okla., and then for a period dwelt in Guthrie. 
April 19, 1892, when the Cherokee and Arapa- 
hoe lands were made eligible for white men, he 
located in the town of Arapahoe, Custer county, 
and soon was appointed deputy register of deeds 
and also deputy county treasurer. At the end 
of nine months he resigaed his positions and 
engaged in the real-estate business until Septem- 
ber 16, 1893, when he came to Enid. About a 
month later he was given a position as a clerk 
in the city postoffice, and served in that capacity 
from October 19, 1893, to January 8, 1808. In 
the autumn of the last-mentioned year jhe be- 
came the nominee of the Republican party for 
the office of register of deeds, and was eiceted 
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by a majority of five hundred and thirty votes 
over the fusion candidate. He assumed the du- 
ties of his important position on New Year's 
Day, 1899, and is making an enviable record. 
For one term he was a member of the city coun- 
cil, representing the third ward, and though he 
is a loyal Republican, faithful to the pzinciples 
of that party, he is justly popular with even his 
political opponents, as he is thoroughiy con- 
scientious in discharging his duties, and hoids 
his personal interests secondary to the weliare 
of the public. 

Since coming to Enid, Mr. Bradfield has been 
identified with the Masonic order, bcionging to 
Enid Lodge No. 19,_A. F. & A. M., and to the 
chapter. He is the keeper of the records and 
seals in the local lodge of .the Knights of 
Pythias; has been the clerk of the lodge of the 
Woodmen of the World for five years, and is 
a member of the Modern Woodmen of Amcrica. 

In this city, occurred the marriage of Mr. 
Bradfield and Miss Rosa Kelley. She is a native 
of South Carolina, and possesses traits of char- 
acter which endear her to her numerous friends. 
They have two daughters, named, respectively, 
Emma May and Ruth 


ILLIAM L. HASKEW, who conducts a 

well-stocked general store at Wilcox, 

is also extensively engaged in stock- 
raising on his farm in Garfield county, and is 
the owner of the northwest quarter oi section 
15, Logan township. He was born in Tennessee 
in 1860, a son of J. W. and Mary (Stout) Mas- 
kew, the latter of whom died when her son 
and only child was an infant. In 1870 father 
and son moved to Texas, settling in Johanson 
county, near Fort Worth, where the former is 
now a leading farmer. 

In the vicinity of Fort Worth, William L. 
Haskew grew to manhood, receiving a common- 
school education. He worked upon his father’s 
farm until 1893, when he moved to Oklahoma. 
Upon the opening of the strip, he went eighteen 
miles from the line anid located on school land, 
but left after a few days. His next step was 
the purchase of a wholly unimproved tract of 
land, comprising’ his present homestead. He 
was the first man on the section to build a 
house. The structure that he erected, I0xI2 
feet, served him as a home until 1894, when he 
built a larger and more comfortable residence. 
He has been engaged chiefly in stock-raising, 
and has one hundred and forty head cf cattle, 
besides swine and horses. With characteristic 
industry, he has improved the place, putting one 
hundred acres under the plow and sowine chiefly 
to wheat. The crops are not marketed, but usec 
as feed for his stock, , 
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In 1895 Mr. Haskew established on his farm 
a general store for country trade, and has since 
carried on a line of general merchandise. He 
has also been postmaster at Wilcox ever since 
the postoffice was established in 1895. Polit- 
ically he is independent. He served one term 
as township trustee. Since the opening he has 
held office as school trustee, and was one of the 
.first directors of district No. 61, in the organ- 
ization of which he assisted. He takes an ear- 
nest interest in the development of the county. 

The marriage of Mr. Haskew, in 1883, united 
him with Carrie M. Wilson, by whom he has 
three children, Frank, Mary and Mabel. Fra- 
ternally he is a member of Lahoma Lodge No. 
43, 1.O. O. F. He is well known throughout 
this locality and is very popular among his fel- 
low-citizens. 


GEN ;COOPER.” The life of’ Mr: ‘Cooper 

has been extremely varied, his occupations 

taking him in many different directions. 
He was born in Virginia in 1844, and is a son of 
William and Elizabeth (Quail) Cooper, natives 
of Virginia. His father was a farmer, and served 
with courage and distinction in the war of 1812. 
For his services to his country he received a 
grant of land, which was afterwards sold. 

When twelve years of age William Cooper re- 
moved with his family to Tennessee, where they 
lived until 1858, going thence to Saline county, 
Ill. While residing here the war broke out, 
which interrupted John Cooper’s very meager 
educational advantages, but at the same time 
infused an item of interest into an otherwise un- 
eventful youth. July 4, 1861, he enlisted as a 
private in Company E, Third Illinois Cavalry, 
at Eldorado, Ill. The regiment spent a great 
deal of time scouting,.and were in several im- 
portant engagements, including the battle of Pea 
Ridge, Augusta, Cottonplant, Magnolia Ridge, 
Vicksburg, Raymond, Champion Hill and Big 
Black. After a three years’ service he re- enlisted 
in the same regiment for three years, and 
crossed the plains to Devil’s lake and to Fort 
Bush on the Missouri river, thence back to 
Devil’s lake. After a year he was discharged 
at Fort Snelling, in 1865. 

Upon returning to Ilinois Mr. Cooper staid 
for a couple of years in Springfield, and for the 
same length of time in Eldorado, after which he 
went to Arkansas and engaged in farming for 
six years. He then spent a year in Saline, Mo., 
and after removing to Callaway county started 
for Texas, and located in Cook county and Dal- 
las. His next venture was on the railroad, where 
he was engaged as a constructor, and continued 
the same line of occupation after his removal to 
Coffman, Tex. While living in Coffman Mr. 
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Cooper sustained a severe loss through the 
deathpotithis: wife, and,.two: children. .Aitera 
time he went to live in Dade county, Mo., and 
lived there for six years, subsequently going to 
Grant county, Kans., where he was disappointed 
in his expectations. 

In the hope of retrieving his fortunes Mr. 
Cooper located in Guthrie in 18809, and after a 
ei time took up his residence in the Osage 
county, going thence to Canadian county, where 
he remained for one year. At the opening of 
the Iowa reservation he made the run, and lo- 


cated on a claim which he retained long enough 


to raise one crop, and then sold out, and re- 
moved to Montgomery county, Kans. After an 
eighteen months’ residence there he came, in 
1808, to this section and for a time leased a farm, 
and now has a lease on the southeast quarter of 
section 3, township 22, range 6 east, and also 
on the southwest quarter of section 2, township 
22, range 6 east. The place is well improved, 
has a cottage, good buildings and fences, and 1s 
abundantly supplied with water, having two 
springs, and the additional advantage of the 
Black Bear river, which runs through the prop- 
erty. Mr. Cooper raises a staple crop, and also 
engages in the raising of fine stock and cattle. 
Mr. Cooper is now a widower, but has been 
married four times. ‘The first Mrs. Cooper was 
formerly Mary J. Harris, who became the 
mother of one child, Elizabeth, now deceased. 
His second marriage was with Isabel Kennedy, 
and of this union there were four children, who 
died in infancy. Mr. Cooper was next married 
to Caroline Divine, and their three children are: 
Oran, who was born July 14, 1881, and is living 


at home; pen born in 1883, and now Mrs. 
Vassar, of Oklahoma; and Elves, who was born 
August 31, 1885, and is living at home. ‘The 


fourth marriage of Mr. Cooper was to Mrs. 
Louise Matthews, and they had one child, Ar- 
thur, who is three years of age. By her previous 
marriage Mrs. Cooper was ‘the mother of thre 
children, Eddie, Bessie and James. 

During his residence in Kansas Mr. Cooper 
was a member of the Grand Army oi the Ke- 
public, Kansas Lodge No. 434. 


ON. THOMAS J. LOWE, who has a bril- 
liant record for service in the Conte! 
erate army during the Civil war, 1s e¢x- 
secretary of Oklahoma Territory and is now 
prominent-insurance man of Guthrie. 
Mr. Lowe was born in Caldwell Parish, Co- 
lumbia county, La., September 12, 1846, and is 
of Engtlish-Scotch descent. His great-grand- 
father was born in [England and came to thus 
country, serving in the Revolutionary war; his 
brother, Hudson Lowe, conveyed Napoleon to 
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the Island of St. Helena and had charge of him 
there. Frederick Lowe, the grandfather of our 
subject, was born in Mississippi and became a 
large planter at Caldwell Parish, La. He served 
as captain in the war of 1812. His brother, John 
Lowe, was the largest cotton planter in the 
south, and owned four thousand negroes. Henry 
J. Lowe, the father of Thomas J., was born in 
Louisiana, and was also a large planter. He 
died when our subject was young, the latter 
being the only child born to his union with 
Mary Buil, who was born in Louisiana, of 
Scotch descent. Her father, Gilbert Buil, of 
North Carolina, removed to Louisiana and be- 
came a planter. He served as lieutenant in the 
war of 1812. His father came from Scotland in 
1796 and settled in Louisiana, where he was 
a pioneer planter. The latter served in the Rev- 
olutionary war. After the death of her first hus- 
band, Mrs. Lowe formed a union with Mr. 
Daniels, by whom she had three children, two 
now living. She died in Texas in 1808. 

Thomas J. Lowe was reared in Louisiana 
until 1850, when he was taken by his mother to 
Upshur county, Tex., and there grew to man- 
hood on a plantation. He received his education 
principally in Dangerfield Academy. in 1862 
he enlisted in Company B, Seventh Texas In- 
fantry, C. S. A., under Gen. Joseph Johnston, 
and participated in many engagements, includ- 
ing Fort Donelson, Port Hudson, Jackson, 
Chattanooga, Missionary Ridge, Lookout Moun- 
tain, Ringgold Gap and Atlanta. He saw one 
hundred days of fighting from Daiton to 
Jonesboro and Lovejoy and at the siege of 
Atlanta. His brigade consisted of thirteen regi- 
ments of fourteen thousand men before the 
battle of Franklin, but afterward only a small 
proportion reported for duty. His company was 
reduced from one hundred and forty-four to 
fourteen men. He was wounded at Jackson, 
shot at Missionary Ridge, and at Jonesboro, 
each time being laid up for a short time. Owing 
to physical disability, he returned home aiter 
the battle of Jonesboro. During most ot his 
service he was color-bearer, and first lieutenant 
of color guards. 

After the close of the war, Mr. Lowe read law 
under Judge Camp, of Gilmer, Tex., and was 
admitted to the bar in 1871. He began to prac- 
tice in Gilmer and served as county judge of 
Upshur county for two terms. April 22, 1880, 
he located in Guthrie, securing a lot on Harri- 
son street and opening an office in a small tent. 
Shortly afterward he erected an office. He was 
the first councilman of East Guthrie, and served 
as such until he resigned. In June, 1893, he 
was appointed by President Cleveland as regis- 
trar of the United States land office. September 
12 of the same year he was appointed secre- 
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tary of Oklahoma, and served in that ca- 
pacity until he resigned in 1897. At the time of 
the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway 
fight at Pond Creek, he served as acting gov- 
ernor during the absence of Governor Renfrow 
for one month, and was obliged to call out the 
United States troops to guard the road until 
the matter was satisfactorily adjusted. At the 
present time he conducts the largest life and ac- 
cident insurance business in the territory. He is 
district manager for the New York Mutual Life 
for all of Oklahoma, and is general agent in 
Oklahoma for the Fidelity and Casualty Com- 
pany of New York. 

In Alabama, Mr. Lowe married Eliza Bag- 
gett, a native of that state, who died in Toronto, 
Canada, leaving two daughters, both of whom 
are married. Mr. Lowe formed a second mairi- 
monial alliance with Mrs. Felder, a daughter of 
Judge G. 'L. Camp, of Gilmer, Tex. By her 
first union she had two children: Lawson and 
Camp Felder. Mr. Lowe joined the Masonic 
fraternity at Gilmer, Tex. In politics he is a 
Democrat, and has been on the territorial com- 
mittee, the county committee, and in the early 
days of the territory was a national commuittee- 
man. He is a charter member of the Guthrie 
Club. Religiously he is an adherent of the faith 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, and 
is one of the trustees of the congregation. 


ON. JAMES I. McDANIEL. The educa- 
tional and political interests of Logan 
county have been upheld and advanced 

by energetic, brainy men, of wise forethought 
and ability, among whom Mr. McDaniel cccu- 
pies a firm position. He was born July 7, 
1858, in Lee county, Iowa. His father, Lewis 
McDaniel, was born in Illinois, and there mar- 
ried, after which he located in Iowa as a farmer. 
From there he removed with his family to 
Oklahoma, of which he is still a resident. 
James I. McDaniel received but limited edu- 
cational advantages in the pioneer town in which 
he was reared, having attended school but ttle 
during the first ten years of his life, going 
occasionally during a winter term, when there 
was but little he could do on the farm. Ile after- 
wards studied as he had opportunity, and at the 
age of twenty years entered the Iowa State Nor- 
mal School at Cedar Falls, the third grade course 
of which he had then nearly completed, and 
there spent a school year, putting in nine 
months of solid work. Commencing life as a 
teacher in Jowa, he continued in the profes- 
sion there three years in the winter seasons, al- 
ternatinge with farm work in the summets. En- 
tering then the employ of the Chicago & North- 
western Railway Company as clerk, he contin- 
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ued in that position for a time, after which he 
became a subcontractor, and in the opening of 
the new railway lines in Illinois, Lowa, Kansas, 
Missouri and the Indian Territory labored most 
successfully. On the opening up of Oklahoma 
he, with the enterprise that had marked his 
other efforts, made the race for a claim in the 
new territory, securing a homestead on the 
southwest quarter of section 31, township 16, 
range I west. In its development and improve- 
ment he made good headway, and, in addition to 
general farming, became interested in sheep- 
raising to a considerable extent, making a fair 
success in that branch of his business. 

Mr. McDaniel was not very active in politics 
until after his settlement in Oklahoma, when he 
assisted in the organization of the People’s 
party, having withdrawn from the Democratic 
ranks in which he was reared. Becoming an ac- 
tive worker in the new party, he was elected as 
a member of the second legislative assembly of 
Oklahoma in 1892, and during the entire session 
of that body was prominently associated with 
the introduction and passage of the more impor- 
tant measures brought before the House, his 
intellectual ability and force of character making 
him a leader. In 1806 he received the nomina- 
‘tion of his party for sheriff of Logan county, 
but, with the rest of his ticket, was beaten by a 
small majority. Since that time he has been en- 
gaged in his profession, and is now one oi the 
popular and prosperous teachers of the county. 
Fraternally he is an Odd Fellow. He is a man 
of progressive and liberal views, and a Unitarian 
in.his religious beliefs. 


F. McELRATH. As a physician and ag- 
. riculturist, Dr. McElrath has had much 
to do with the best development of his 
locality, and has won for himself a substantial 
place in the appreciation of his acquaintances in 
Oklahoma. The childhood of Dr. McElrath was 
speiit in Danville, Pa., where he was born June 
23, 1846. His parents, Dr. Robert and Sarah 
(Wattles) McElrath, took him to St. Joseph 
county, Mich., in 1850, and ‘located ‘at’ Three 
Rivers, where he grew to manhood and further 
completed his education at the public schools 
of that place and at Kalamazoo. This training 
was supplemented by a short course of study at 
Hillsdale College, and at a school in Chicago, 
after which he diligently applied himself to the 
study of medicine, under the able instruction 
of his father. In 1864 he went to Philadelphia 
to complete his medical instruction, and in 1867 
was graduated from the medical department of 
the University of Pennsylvania. 
Dr. McElrath’s first years of practice were 
asso@iated with that of his father, in Three 
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Rivers. While there he married Emma Perrin, 
who became the mother of one child, now Mrs. 
Maud Bobb, of Chardon, Ohio. In 1885 the 
doctor removed to Kiowa, Kans., where he prac- 
ticed his profession about three years. While 
living in Kiowa, he married Susan Day, and of 
this union there is one child, Robert, who is 
now twelve years of age, and lives with his par- 
ents. A change of location was soon entcred 
into ‘by Dr. “McElrath, when: he returned to 
Michigan and remained in Parkville for a couple 
of years. In 1890 he came to El Reno, Okla., 
and began to practice in the new country. Here 
he has attained to considerable political promi- 
nence. He served as the first mayor of the 
place, and so satisfactory were his services that 
it insured his re-election for two terms. 

In 1893, at the time of the opening of the 
Cheyenne and Arapahoe reservations, Dr. Me- 
FElrath made the run with the thousands of 
others, and located upon the southwest quarter 
of section 35, township 23, range 6 west, re- 
maining there until his return to El Reno. Al- 


though reared to Democratic ideas, Dr. Mc- 
Elrath has formulated his individual faith 
according to Republican principles, but has 


never had an opportunity to vote for a president. 
In 1898 he was elected to the legisiature, and 
was chairman of the committee on appropria- 
tions, and served on several other committees, 
particularly with reference to medicinal and san- 
itary arrangements. He is said to be the father 
of the Farmers’ Mutual Insurance bill, and by 
dint of hard work and judicious manageiient 
succeeded in securing its passage. With refer- 
ence to the suffrage bill, in which he was mich 
interested, the fact that he was called to the 
bedside of his sick father had much to do with 
its defeat. 

Fraternally Dr. McElrath is variously associ- 
ated, and at the age of twenty-one became iden- 
tified with the Masonic order asa member of 
Park Lodge No. 206, at Schoolcraft, Mich.; he 
is: a member of the Knights Temp lar, Independ- 
ent Order of Odd Fellows No. 8o, and Knights 
of Pythias No. 52, at Three Rivers, and also 
of the Woodmen of the World. 


L. MONTOOTH, an architect in Okla- 
\ J, homa City, enjoys an extended reputa- 
tion in his line of work. - Although he 
has been located here but two years, he has 
drawn the plans for and erected some cf the 
fine homes in the city, in which work he has 
displayed a thorough knowledge of his business 
and an artistic taste in drawing desigas. 
Mr. Montooth is a native of Ashland county, 
Ohio, and is a son of Andrew and Raciiel 
(Palmer) Montooth. His grandfather, Andrew 
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Montooth, was born in Scotland, and at an early 
age came to this country, settling in Virginia 
and later in Ohio, where he followed the trade 
of a millwright. Andrew Montooth, Jr., the 
father of our “subject, was born in Virginia. He 
followed the trade of a carpenter and builder 
in Ashland county, Ohio, and at Tower Hill, 
Ill., but is now engaged in agricultural pursuits 
in Shelby county, I]. His wife was a native of 
Ohio and a daughter of George Palmer, a 
farmer of that state. Of eight children born to 
their union, five are still living. Mrs. Mon- 
-tooth is now deceased. 

The oldest child in the family, and the only 
one to locate in Oklahoma, G. L. Montooth 
was born February 14, 1862, and in 1867 was 
taken by his parents to Illinois, where he re- 
ceived his preliminary education in the public 
schools. He evinced an aptitude for drawing in 
his boyhood days, and at the age of sixteen 
learned the carpenter’s trade, subsequently tak- 
ing a thorough course in the architectural de- 
partment of the University of Illinois, at Cham- 
paign, Ill., from which he was graduated. He 
then returned to his trade, and from 1888 to 
1898 engaged in contracting and building at 
Pana, Ill. During that time he drew the plans 
for and erected many public and private build- 
ings throughout the state, and acquired an en- 
viable reputation. His work assumed large pro- 
portions and in 1893 amounted to $9,000 in 
sixty days. November 28, 1898, he came to 
Oklahoma City and here has since engaged 
as an architect. His residence and office are lo- 
cated at No. 429 East First street. 

In Shelby county, Ill, Mr. Montooth married 
Leah Bell, who is a native of that county. They 
became the parents of four children, as follows: 
Ralph, Glenn, Fern, and Silas who died at the 
age of nine years. Fraternally Mr. Monteoth 
is a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. In politics he is unwavering in his 
support of the Republican party. ~ 


ONROE NEAL. In the agricultural class 
is found the mainstay of any nation, and 
the United States has special reason to be 

proud of these sturdy, independent sons of toil. 
Within a decade the farmers of Oklahoma have 
developed her vast natural resources to an amaz- 
ing degree, and we may safely predict still more 
wonderful things for the future. One who has 
not been to this region for the past ten years, 
on now making a tour of the territory, is lost 
in admiration and surprise at what has been ac- 
complished in so short a time, and can but note 
that the great majority of our inhabitants are 
people of: superior attainments and good stand- 


ing. 
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Monroe Neal is a descendant of sterling New 
England families, his ancestors having settled 
in that portion of the United States in colonial 
days. His grandfather, Aaron Neal, was born 
in North Carolina, however, atid in 1830 went 
to the prairies of Hlinois, where he became one 
of the pioneers. He took part in Black 
Hawk war, developed a large share of the gov- 
ernment land which he had taken up, and for 
several years was engaged in raising mules for 
the southern markets. He departed this life 
in 1854, when he was in his forty-fourth vear. 
To himself and wife, formerly Martha ee 
Clampett, eight children were born, and onl 
one of the number has been called to the silent 
land. 

Major Moses Neal, father of our subject, was 
born in the pioneer cabin on the prairics of 
Franklin county, Il., November 15, 1833. When 
he arrived at his majority he left home and took 
up a claim in Kansas, the site of the present city 
of Topeka, and not long afterwards he became 
the owner of some land on which a portion of 
Lawrence was subsequently built. Tor three 
years he was actively engaged in conducting a 
mercantile business there, and then he located 
in the town of Humboidt, Kans. For many 
years he was in the government employ, en- 
gaged in freighting supplies across the plains, 
and for a period officiated as postmaster at 
Humboldt. He also was the owner of land 
in the neighborhood, and spent some of his iime 
in cultivating the same, and in the meanwhile 
traded more or less with the Osage Indians. 
In 1885 he was appointed by President Cleve- 
land to the important post of agent to the Sac 
and Fox Indians, and under the second ad- 
ministration of that executive he was allotting 
agent to the Kickapoos. He had served as a 
member of the state militia, and held the rank 
of captain of a company, doing efficient work 
in the protection of the settlers and law-abiding 
citizens. Under Major Woodson he was leas- 
ing agent for the Arapahoe and Cheyenne In- 
dians, his home being in Chandler, and he also 
has devoted much attention to agriculture in 
this territory. By diligence in business and 
a conscientious regard for the rights of his 
fellow-men and the demands of duty, he has 
justly earned the commendation of those 
acquainted with him. 

The sterling principles which have actuated 
Major Neal have been inculcated in the minds 
of his children, all of whom are upright, non- 
orable citizens. His wife bore the maiden name 
of Mary R. Brinkley, and her birthplace is in 
Ientucky. Of their six children five are 
namely: Monroe, Lyman G., Thomas A., Fred 
and Charles H. The daughter, Theresa, is the 
wife of John B. Charles. 
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The birth of Monroe Neal occurred Septem- 
ber 10, 1855, in Lawrence, Kans., and most of his 
early years were spent in Hlumboldt, where he 
obtained a liberal education, completing his 
studies in a university. 
man’s estate, he chose agriculture as his voca- 
tion, and for several years was numbered among 
the farmers of Allen and Montgomery counties, 
Kans. When Oklahoma was opened to general 
settlement, he laid claim to his property on sec- 
tion 26, Hartzell township, Oklahoma county, 
and, at the close of a year’s litigation, was de- 
clared the rightful owner of the land. Here he 
has made substantial improvements, and, in view 
of the fact that he had only a small capital when 
he came to this region, aside from a team and 
farming implements, his progress has been re- 
markable. He now owns two hundred and fiity 
acres, and annually harvests a fine crop of wheat. 
At the World’s Columbian Exposition, in Chi- 
cago, he had some specimens of the wheat 
grown upon his farm here, and was awarded 
premiums for the same. He also has exhibited 
prize cattle in the Street Fair, at Oklahoma 
City. On his homestead fine live stock is always 
kept, some of the Short-horn cattle being regis- 
tered, and the same is true of his Poland-China 
swine. 

Politically Mr. Neal is a Democrat, taking an 
active interest in the silver question and other 
issues of the day. Frequently he has attended 
conventions of the party and in I900 he was 
present at the National Convention held in Kan- 
sas City. Fraternally he is a member of the 
Woodmen of the World. 

The marriage of Mr. Neal and Jennie Walker 
was solemnized September 17, 1878. A son and 
two daughters bless their union, namely, Rotert, 
Nellie M., and Theresa. 


AN MODINE. A typical frontier char- 

acter, much of the existence of Mr. Modine 

has been associated with the expansive 
life of the western plains, and his nature has im- 
bibed the breadth of thought usually acquired by 
the rovers and stockmen of the prairies. Few 
have a more comprchensive knowledge of the 
good and bad qualities of stock, a knowledge 
accumulated by years of practical observation. 
In Kansas Mr. Modine is now leasing about four 
thousand acres of Osage land upon which are 
conducted his vast enterprises, and he has about 
four hundred head of cattle. During part of 
his residence in Kansas he led a truly open-air 
life, and for two years did not sleep under the 
roof of a house. He came to Oklahoma in 
1882, and his original claim, the northwest 
quarter’ of section 19, township 22, range 7, is 
largely the land*upon which Blackburn 1s built. 


When he arrived at: 
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He drove the first stake himself. On the part 
of the claim, which is outside the town line, he 
has erected a good house and outbuildings, and 
instituted many modern improvements. 

A native of Iowa, Mr. Modine was born in 
1862, and is a son of Dan and Mary (Anderson) 
Modine. When but four years of age the family 
of Dan, Jr., came west and located in western 
Kansas in the Osage country. From that time 
on he was made familiar with western prairic 
life, which probably accounts for his liking for, 
and success in, his chosen life work. In 18g2 he 
married Josephine Campbell, a native ‘of Texas, 
and of this union there are four children. 

In political preferment Mr. Modine is a Re- 
publican, but he has never lived where he could 
vote. His father was also a Republican, and 
was in the war of 1861 and also in the Minnesota 
massacre. He died in Kansas in 1885, and his 
wife died in the same state in 1886. Mr. Modine 
is fraternally associated with the Woodmen of 
the World, and is a charter member of the lodge 
at Blackburn. He is also a member of the Anti- 
Horse Thief Association. 


ILLJIAM’ RITTERBUSCH, who ‘has 

been identified with various prominent 

cities of Oklahoma and is now making 
his home in Stillwater, was born in Nebraska 
City, Neb., December 13, 1870, a son of Ferdi- 
nand Ritterbusch. His parents were natives of 
Germany and descendants of pioneer Lutherans 
of that country. His father moved from 
Nebraska City to a farm in Otoe county and 
later settled in Grand Island, the same state, 
where he engaged in business. In 1894 he came 
to Oklahoma and settled in Guthrie, where he 
has since resided. At this writing he holds of- 
fice as county treasurer of Logan county. Of 
his twelve children, six sons and three daughters 
are now living, and all are in Oklahoma. 

When the family moved to Gun Island, 
William Ritterbusch was sixteen years of age. 
In 1889 he went to Idaho and secured em- 
ployment as a baggage man with the Unton 
Pacific Railroad at Pocatello. With other mem- 
bers of the family, he settled in Guthrie, Oikla., 
in 1894. His first position in that city was as 
an employe of Albert Ruemmeli in the ice busi- 
ness. In the spring of 1899 he accepted a posi- 
tion as local agent for the Pabst Brewing Com- 
pany in Oklahoma City, where he established 
the agency and built up a business. He had 
his office on East Second street, in the brew- 
ing company’s plant. That position he filed 
until February 1, 1901, when he resigned and 
moved to Stillwater. 

Politically Mr. Ritterbusch is a Republic an, 
As might be expected, he believes in the doc- 





. aoa iad awn 


17 ™*, : 

i tal iformid odate fesli oy svowh a) 
i nveut otf) abferge. aj douiw iridls oft Vn 
: untiee tein Seno I On 2 Haxlpe ts anal 
iso Dyt Aeebor yen tolwsitenut 

pw voibalt «aM ,ewol io ovitan A. 
mtd) wanda bow oe oJ Ke hoe @ ay berm Pay 
at a oh 1 had Wit pets fi pn eo 4, 
wieww my ieesot bie seow outey | west io 
, mot VY anei ily wt Be wel 
itabeaw @iiw datham abort ea of no 
val Jinova. vidulawy Wahtiw atl 
1] i oh thy sStT) gyi hth yi yooire Lives 
tone Heder) siti ol borisin 
slilt I eG wre) air abyta Yew ere 

i Tepes vi perro its a tel 
vied 4 hoy ya Biel orl 1 d tas andere 
i higecl 4 ele eae agility ah 207 
il dt wi gets hon Wee lo Tew ast nt env 
‘al? ease) itt nied Mah ul bwity add SOBRE i gaitt 
Af oN eB) sb ater -omve ofl) at baih olry 
sunbed! cli dey bewmmoern vllemodiart a 
ib net] Jen sereito en at ne bo st 
ut. wilt lo retin goalg ele wtwdaselll ts 
woneisoseA tonlT salt 

i} mSaTTIA WAIL 7 ri 
thiw ban fnobt 94 1] \/ 

bay aeotatO fo eeitto 

do eave etc mi orton aia 
o OTS) 61 awit 37 do who 
> ecy atti fimenal rout bine 
? i) Chwiossh bh Y Bauyyy) 
all Neues sot I 
yey wis 7 rena £ b.2 denny A 
ret ‘ | i i) jc? olptiya ta78! 
x cl vgaaeepd a eunane Ww STO 
hd ont hebiee ie snotkehiG of 
vvitirer salt ta Jbalicor oautta end 
: rudy srs I 10 TS TIAGO VINOD as aft 
honk suit par eaoe am gewhlils svlows ati 


qnoiwitO ma ors agravil ves ote 


fia Pity 


| Viti? ot Laveno 4% wy uytv¥ 
ecu faeries ad Tu wAd 
trvae by deb? of jvow of peMi pi 
' é 
J} os) yo eet ramen! g eh pe: 
Sh THIS iny/ aes i] ti ti Cary ] sHALOR” 


phat) en (ind oi boty il vidio cli JA sop 
28 anw “Wid dust at acatizog fea alll =s41 o0 
iatn) Si ot rit Hore tedit. le oyokptte 1 
“ten A Pytyaooe ot 981 lo Quinmye oils al aon 


py Yh te afl, jee tht wt thaga Isai es oid 


f 


fuotletlde ten of dadw on Gapaiaht®) ni prey 
Lad shi 2eonieid-s qv ited Tw eanoge ot 
what 3 it shoots Dawiitsyes ‘ed no parity ait 
hohe of weiheoy al tela uri ett 
bay bapnaie git fer Ob kth mort t 


| csniliean® eal sige 





ook | Sen at om a 
' 1 ae ae Ty entee LIOR RS dani t Remi ea 


et, i a | 






















































ie a vm a | 


susp: alesis Ino. vow te af 
zid lo Jad bnk,,.ons A ono went : O14 
of sia dhlodpaw hl ii inoqa stew wiaoy 
aid guitaleynos fvitcoiby “lerddil 3 
te bovintc sil got \vicioviny 8 oF Bol 
-ewv elf am dritiuongs sera ol sintes 
yon baredenust caw etesy lerovee 201 ban | 
aauruae wasmengniel! bos nsllA Yo avoir’ 4 
iswitag GP iateqo ann srroleltO uolW “A 
32 HO Winpatg ee ot - ila biel otf dngct rs z 
aun iMGOAAO .qitlen wos lostinlt ye is 
~bh. ew via isi @ tan oy & 10 eagle ot | 16 baw 
bs gw bask sa jo toovre Ioinign oilt b yomk alo 
stv mt jane 2 Ttore wren isiiastedue obmete 
iw fucbeepuce Ham a ylvo bal ot te} tom sae 
oad Prmod we non obi r10rme7 eit oF —— on 
= Ra. vd dal agovanrig, eis! lasek ~ 
2 bre howhettal. ows enivo wor ak 
tne pv io qo ont « Heavrisd Wises pana 
ih at sfauritisacneg 723 onidenula>, ebhoW ge 
invity vi Ie etamiooqz onde’ hed of @ 
bebitwe esy line sit unel- gil noqu AWweR 
bovidile apt gla oF cron ott 108 <a 
emolaya. 36 aint Jeon off ni olting: Sing 
wails wi dnote avil suit beotoniod aid oO 
-ovoon itd ahieo mrol-riewle ong to oUTO ; 
anitl-bemot 2d to suat ei crane otlt DaB’y 


vt 


ive setts Jatoumetl «2 ino % aM acs 
Me bire NOSHp yoviie oft nb fasion 
hobialan ean ad yUiteaapsil vib ost jo’ 
ata aul ends, at Due yATRG ofl} lo snotias 
“OA iat Tyga hevnovne) Inaoiin olf se dnt 
od? io adoro & 2 a silaiiaers vol ase 
no V¥ afft lo romthoo¥ 2 
vata atm], bab tn v A Moo garnet PS 
boon Jie A, BXBP Qi ro denak pe bosiameloe aa 
nododt Seen jrwiten riod, aagled ertilgush g a 
seotsdT bine df ofligl 


vatto takin Insiqyy A AVAGOM Vi 
cutthot i ie comaiere> 9 TO -loueet Reed eo} 
oviananée alt Miw boisisozes aged. ead 
“cet eal. 948 @iek bers .2vinly arotaow pdt to 
vd Hcanbeypanie “glide tigvort! io dihaand sats & 
worl amet ult to noedoote bas evel 
eit ho) aglelwond ovine: ris ogee not B 
mabalvratal @.aloow, io ovititemp bad bes 
Jenhortsed® bngiiogr 4 einoy yd baat 
yeh | nels. eae vion a sutboh! le @, 
" 1 Hal syne Jo eoroe be 
 zoeruyroid mes ar be 
uel alitaa to beak vb 
ve bal oe! anenazh Mi, 











1130 


trines of the Lutheran Church, which has been 
the religion of the family ever since the days 
of the Reformation by Luther. He is connected 
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at 
Guthrie. While living at Pocatello, Idaho, he 
married Miss Lulu Witt, a native of Washington 
county, Ill. They are the parents of two 
daughters, Minnie Verona and Carrie Anna. 


J. SANFORD, while being regarded as 

,one of Enid’s most reliable and enterpris- 

ing citizens, Mr. Sanford’s chief claim for 
distinction has been the outgrowth of his pro- 
found legal acumen, and his position in the com- 
munity as a Republican politician of broad and 
liberal tendeicies. 

A native of Seneca county, Ohio, Mr. San- 
ford was born October 7, 1855, and comes of 
stanch New England stock. His parents were 
James and Harriet (Wall) Sanford, natives of 
Steuben county, N. Y. James Sanford is the 
only son of Benjamin, who was also born in 
Steuben county and was likewise an only son: 
He was a farmer who afterwards removed to 
Hillsdale, Mich., where he died at an advanced 
age. James Sanford was a pioneer in Ohio, and 
in 1803, thinking to better his prospects for 
the future, he took his family to Decaiur county, 
Iowa, where he engaged in agricultural pursuits, 
In 1869 he removed to Christian couuty, Ill, 
near Taylorville, where was terminated his 
active and useful life. The mother of T. J. San- 
ford was of Holland descent, and is now resid- 
ing in Coffey county, Kans. Her father was 
a Baptist clergyman, and died in Illinois. 

T. J. Sanford was the only son of his father’s 
family, and of the four daughters who completed 
the number of children, three are now living. 
~ While moderately successful, his father was un- 
able to secure for his children the education 
which their ambitious natures craved, and as 
opportunity offered, the son worked on the 
farms of the surrounding agriculturists, and with 
the money thus earned prepared for a future 
active life by securing a good education. In 
1876 he entered Shurtleff College, at Upper 
Alton, IIl., that venerable institution of learning 
founded in 1836, and one of the oldest in the 
west. After attaining to the junior year, he dis- 
continued his association with the college to 
engage in the study of law, with John LB. Jones, 
of Little Rock, Ark, To pay his way ,whuile 
thus employed, he taught school during the win- 
ter. He was admitted to the bar at Mount 
Vernon, Ill., in 1882. 

For the following two years Mr. Sanford de- 
parted from his intended course, and combined 
his teaching with the duties of a traveling sales- 
man, but in 1884 began the practice of his pro- 
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fession in Morrisville, of the same county. After 
a trip through the south, he availed himselt of 
the larger opportunities of Oklahoma, and on 
the memorable 22nd of April, 1889, made the 


run with the vast army of home seekers, and 


filed his claim on school land near Unton, Cana- 
dian county. He then took up his residence in 
Kingfisher, where he practiced his profession 
until 1891, when he removed to Oklahoma City. 
His public recognition as a substantial addition 
to the community was at once evinced by iis 
appointment to the position of law clerk in the 
land office, which he continued to fill with 
credit until 1892. His subsequent partnership 
with J. H. Everest was amicably continued 
until 1893, at the time of the Cheyenne and 
Arapahoe opening, when Mr. Saniord decided to 
change his field of usefulness to Enid. Here he 
has since met with a gratifying degree of suc- 
cess, and conducts a constantly increasing prac- 
tice. Ele is chief clerk to the supervisor of 
census, and his office is headquarters for all mat- 
ters pertaining to work in that line. 

Mrs. Sanford was formerly Mrs. Etta M. 
(Jackson) Hollar, and her marriage to Mr. San- 
ford,.occurred..September 30,..1893. She. is-a 
native of Mason, Ill., and a daughter of George 
W. Hollar, who settled in Oklahoma City in 
1889, and is now deceased. 

Among Mr. Sanford’s interests may be men- 
tioned his connection with the organization of 
the Enid Investment Company, which is at pres- 
ent considering the erection of the Masonic 
Temple. He served as chairman of the Repub- 
lican Central Committee during 1898, and was 
secretary of the same during 1896-7. Himself 
and family are interested members of the Bap- 
tist Church, and contribute generously towards 
its support. Fraternally he is associated with 
the Masonic order at Enid, Chapter No. 10, 
Rif. Mb 


UDGE EDWARD, Lio BMERT, 9) One 

of the distinguished citizens of Oklahoma 

is Hon. Edward L.. Lemert,. of Paw- 
nee. That he stands high in the estimation 
of his professional brethren is shown by the 
fact that he was chosen as president of the 
Pawnee County Bar Association, in which capa- 
city he 1s now serving. That his gallant service 
as a soldier in the crucial years of the great 
Civil war endeared him to his comrades was 
manifested when, some time ago, he was made 
commander of H. W. Slocum Post, No. 38, G. 
A. R., of which post he was one of the charter 
members; and that he is considered a power in 
the councils of the Republican party was de- 
monstrated, nine years ago, when he was elected 
as a representative of Marshall county in the 
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legislature of Iowa. In all of these offices, he 
gave abundant evidence of his superior ability 
and devotion to the public welfare, adding new 
laurels to those which he earned upon the 
threshold of manhood. 

, According to a tradition which has prevailed 
in the family for generations, the Lemerts orig- 
inated in France, and, during the persecution 
of the Huguenots, fled to Holland, whence 
came the founder of the family to America. 
The worthy man, who bore the name of Joshua 
TLemert, was a native of Holland, and, upon set- 
tling in Fauquier county, Va., became a well- 
to-do planter and miller. His son, Lewis, 
grandfather of the Judge, was born in 1769, and 
was a lifelong resident of the Old Dominion. 
He carried on a mill and a farm, which he held 
under one of the time-honored Lord Fairfax 
leases. He was identified with the Society of 
Friends, and, abhorring the slavery system, he 
had nearly completed arrangements to cell his 
plantation, with a view to removing to Ohio. 
On his death-bed, he requested his family to 
carry out his wishes, and, it is needless to say, 
this was done. 

Beverly Lemert, father of our subject, was 
born in Fauquier county, Va., in 1798, and was 
eighteen years of age when he accompanied 
the other members of the parental household 
to the Buckeye state. Embarking in the busi- 
ness of packing pork at Dresden, Ohio, and 
shipping largely to New Orleans, he met with 
success in the enterprise. Later, he became a 
partner of his wife’s father, Nathan Fleming, a 
distant relative of Governor Fleming, the pres- 
ent governor of Virginia. For several years the 
partners conducted a mercantile business at Ir- 
ville, Ohio, and from 1834 until his death, 
twenty-one years later, Mr. Lemert lived upon a 
large farm which he ow ned—originally a mili- 
‘tary tract. He was one of the commissioners of 
his county for some vears, and was honored by 
all who knew him. Both he and his wife were 
zealous members of the Christian church. She 
bore the maiden name of Margaret Ileming, 
was born near Irville, Ohio, in 1809, and at- 
tained the extreme age of eighty-eight years. 
Her grandfather Fleming was born in Ireland, 
and was an early settler in Virginia, while her 
father, Nathan Fleming, born near Morgan- 
town, Va., was one of the pioneers of Muskin- 
gum county, Ohio, as he located near the site of 
Irville in 1803. He died at the age of sixty- 
eight, and his wife, Mary (Wood) Fletning, 
reache d the remarkable age of ninety-three. She 
was born on a plantation situated on the south 
fork of the beautiful Potomac River, in Vir- 
ginia, and came of an influential family of that 
state, her father’s brother being Governor Wood. 

Not many mothers in this great republic have 
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had all of their sons—four manly boys, the 
youngest barely sixteen—leave home to kLattle 
for the land of their birth, and few, fortunately, 
have been called upon to endure the anguish and 
sorrow which came to her within two or three 
years. John A., the eldest, first lieutenant of 
Company A, Seventy-sixth Ohio Infantry, was 
killed in the battle at Ringgold, Ga.. Novem- 
ber 5, 1863. Thomas J. the second son, belong- 
ing to the One Hundred and Sixty-fifth Ohio 
National Guards was captured July 4, 1863, at 
Little Mountain, W. Va., and sent to Anderson- 
ville prison, where he was starved, his death oc- 
curring September 14, 1863. Nathan F., the 
third son, who enlisted for three months, in the 
Twelfth Ohia Infantry, and later was orderly- 
sergeant of the Twenty-second Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, died at Benton Barracks, St. Louis, in 
October, 1861. 

Judge E. L. Lemert, born September 22, 1845, 
is one of eight brothers and sisters who grew 
to maturity, and two others died when young 
He was reared on a farm and attended the old- 
fashioned district log schoolhouse, where slab 
benches, and desks placed against the wall, quill 
pens, and other attributes of the ‘“‘deestrick” 
school were matters-of-course. In 1859 he en- 
tered Hiram Institute (now risen to the distinc- 
tion of College), James A. Garfield being presi- 
dent of the same at that time. In the fall of 
1860, and winter following, our subject taught 
school in Licking county, Ohio, and was simi- 
larly occupied until the spring of 1861. 

Returning to Hiram, Ohio, the young schcol- 
master was pursuing his studies in the higher 
branches when the Civil war broke out, and, 
with his fellow-students, headed by Garfield, the 
future chief-executive of the United States, or- 
ganized a company, which was mustered in as 
Company A, Forty-second Ohio Volunteer In- 
fantry, at Columbus, September 20, 1861, and on 
the roth of the following January, the Forty- 
second (which complsed a portion of the com- 
mand), defeated the Confederate officer, at Pres- 
tonsburg, driving him out of Kentucky, and 
this success was the cause of Garfield's promo- 
tion to a brigadier-generalship. Then sent to 
Louisville, they were placed under command of 
Gen. G. W. Morgan, and took Cumberland Gap 
June 19, 1862, holding it, while Generals Bragg 
and Buell were making a race towards Lours- 
ville. At this time, Kirby Smith’s forees in- 
tercepted the supplies, and the unfortunate 
Forty-second was forced to march two hun- 
dred miles, with only such rations as could be 
found in that desolate region traversed. Sub- 
sequently, the regiment was sent to the aid of 
Gen. J. D. Cox, in West Virginia, and in De- 
cember was ordered to the scene of the Siege 
of Vicksburg. Placed in command of Gen. W. 
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T. Sherman, that branch of the Federal army 
made the famous charge, by way of Chickasaw 
Bayou, which resulted in the loss of about two- 
thirds of the poor boys in blue. his disastrous 
defeat was balanced by the great victory 
achieved within less than a month from that 
time, when, under Gereral McClernand, the 

Forty-second and other troops captured Arkan- 
sas Post, and seven thousand Coniederates. Re- 
turning to Young’s Point, just across the river 
from Vicksburg, our subject and his comrades 
took part anew in the siege of that city, and 
later, they were in the battles of Raymond, Port 
Gibson and Champion Hills. In the last-named 
engagement, young Lemert was wounded in the 
hip and i in the left fore-arm, the bone being shat- 
tered. Left in the field- hospital, by Grant’s 
army, which was rapidly pushing fOnware, the 
wounded were captured by some of th e Con- 
federate cavalry, but, evidently deciding see to 
burden themselves with disabled men, they re- 
leased them on parole. After spending some 
time in the Memphis hospital, Mr. Lemert was 
sent to the parole camp at Camp Chase, Ohio, 
and in September, 1863, he was exchanged and 
joined his regiment near Opelousas, La. That 
winter he participated in the military operations 
and expeditions in Mississippi, and continued 
in active service until September 30, 1864. He 
was honorably discharged and was mustered out 
of the army at Columbus, Ohio. 

Resuming his interrupted studies at Hiram 
Institute, Mr. Lemert spent two years there and 
then engaged in teaching. In the winter of 
1875-6 he attended the Univ ersity of Michigan, 
where he took a course of law and in the Cen- 
tennial year was admitted to the bar of Iowa. 
Before going to the university, he had carried 
on a farm near Perryton, Ohio, and traded the 
place for an Iowa farm. He was connected 
with a Mr. Sears in the law business, in that 
state, and was associated with other prominent 
lawyers, also being alone in practice for sev- 
eral years. In the city council of Marshalltown 
he officiated for two years, and, as stated at the 
beginning of this sketch, he was his county’s 
representative in the Nineteenth general assem- 
bly of Iowa, when he was chairman of the com- 
mittee on constitutional amendments, and was a 
member of the committees on judiciary and rail- 
roads, municipal corporation and congressional 
districts. While engaged in law practice and 
public service, Mr. Lemert also was interested 
in farming, and on his homestead made a spe- 
cialty of raising thoroughbred cattle. Unfor- 
tunately, when the great decrease in market 
prices for fine stock was felt in 1884, he owned 
large herds and by 1891 had lost nearly al! of 
his means, for, in addition to his personal losses, 
he had to meet the penalty of endorsement for 
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others, who, likewise, had suffered in the de 
cline. Desiring to change his fortunes, he came 
to Oklahoma in the spring of 1892, and carried 
on a law practice in Stillwater until September 
16, 1893, when he located a claim in Pawnee 
township, seven miles northeast of Pawnee, on 
Crystal Creek. He has made his home there 
ever since, and has developed a fine homestead 
from the wild tract. In the meantime he has 
been actively engaged in the practice of his 
profession in Panes. and in November, 1894, 
was elected to the office of judge of the pro- 
bate court, the first elective official to act in 
that capacity°in this county, and as such he 
served until January, 1897. 

In Knox county, Ohio, Judge Lemert mar- 
ried Miss Harriet E. Van Voorhis, daughter of 
E. -C. Van Voorhis,; She jis a native’ of the 
county mentioned, while her father was born 
in New York state. Beverly, eldest child of the 
Judge and wife, carries on an adjoining farm. 
Paul, the next son, operates a ranch near Stew- 
art, Neb., and Townsend is a farmer of this 
county. Laura, wife of Thomas T. Wortham, 
lives in Pawnee, and Henry is a student in the 
Agricultural & Mechanical College at Stillwater 
The younger children are at home, namely: 
Mary, Ellen, Edward, Milo and Nathan. Mr. 
and Mrs. Lemert are members of the Christian 
Church of Pawnee, the former being one of its 
trustees. 


B. BERRY. Almost continually since ar- 
riving at the threshold of manhood, S. B. 
Berry has been connected with banking en- 

terprises, for which he seems specially adapted 
by nature and training. One of the first to en- 
gage in banking in Oklahoma after it was 
opened to civilization, he also was a pioneer in 
Pawnee, where he has been a leader in every- 
thing making for progress. Practically, he may 
be called a “charter member” of nearly all im- 
portant enterprises started here, having a direct 
bearing on the welfare of the public, in general. 
A son of Samuel and Mary A. (Graham) 
3erry, our subject is of English-Scotch descent, 
though several generations ‘of both families have 
dwelt in America. The Berrys lived in Virginia 
and Kentucky, and the father of Samuel Berry 
was one of the early settlers of Illinois, where 
he took part in the Blackhawk war. He lived 
for years and died, upon a farm in Macoupin 
county. His widow, whose name in girinood 
was Eliza A. Lincolnfeller, died in El Dorado, 
Kkans., in her seventy-ninth year. Samuel L. 
Berry was born in Illinois, and at the time of 
the Civil war was connected with tiie Carlin- 
ville newspaper. He enlisted in an Illinois regi- 
ment, and held the position of quariermasier, 
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but, while the war was in progress, he returned 
home on a furlough, and died, just in the prime 
of early manhood. His young widow, whose 
only child, S. B., was an infant, peg any 
married S. J. Peter, and now resides in Old 

homa, where eight of their children live. One | 1S 
deceased, one in- Missouri and one in Nansas. 
Mrs. Peter’s father, William Graham, who came 
of an old New England family, was born in 
Pennsylvania, and lived to attain his seventy- 
fifth year. He was a pioneer druggist and apoth- 
ecary in Carlinville, and his grandson, William 
E. Graham, still owns and manages the business. 

The birth of S. B. Berry took place in Cariin- 
ville, Ill, February 8, 1863. When he was 
seven years old he ae ee his mother to 
El Dorado, Kans., and they setiled upon a farm 
situated twenty miles from that place, in Dut- 
ler county. A postoffice was later established 
in their house, the same being known as Bry- 
ant, and the mother was the first postmistress 
of the place. S. B. Berry completed his educa- 
tion in the State Agricultural College, at Man- 
hattan, Kans., and in Winfield (Kans.) College, 
also pursuing a commercial course. In the 
meantime, he taught schools in his own county, 
and for some time was employed as a clerk in 
Douglass, Kans. In 1883 he first became asso- 
ciated with a banking business, acting as a bcok- 
keeper in the bank at Douglass, where he re- 
mained for seven or eight years. Then, fcr a 
year, he was a student in Winfield College, as 
already noted. 

Ten years ago Mr. Bees came to Guthrie, 
and, as he was not acquainted there, accepted 
a place in the Commercial Bank, and was rather 
disgusted when it failed three months later. He 
soon became bookkeeper, and then paving teller, 
in the Guthrie National Bank, resigning in order 
to come to Pawnee. On that memorable Sep- 
tember 16, 1893, he located a Jot here, about 
one hundred feet west of his present bank. 
Putting up a tent, he commenced selling gro- 
~ ceries and hardware that same afternvon, for he 
had brought two loads of goods. Thus he was 
the first merchant ready for business in the 
town, and for three months he continued to oc- 
cupy the tent. Then taking a partner, the firm 
of Berry & Baird was organized, and the trame 
building, 25x40 feet, which they built and 
stocked with their goods, is still used as a store 
by Mr. Baird, to whom our subject sold out after 
they had been in partnership for about a year. 

April 17, 1894, the Bank of Pawnee was 
opened, and Mr. Berry was employed to onen 
the books of the institution, and continued with 
the house for nearly a year, then being elected 
cashier. In October, 1899, the bank was changed 
into the Tirst National Bank of Pawnee. and 
the capital increased from $12,500 to $50,000, 
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The bank enjoys a large share of the patronage 
of the people of this section, and is included in 
the Territorial Banking Association. To Mr. 
Berry’s wise management of its affairs, in the 
capacity of cashier, much of its success must 
be attributed. 

Since becoming a citizen of Pawnee, Mr. 
Berry has been the treasurer of the board of 
education, and a handsome high school and 
others have’ been constructed under his general 
supervision. He was one of the charter mem- 
bers of the Commercial Club, and is president 
of the same. Jn politics, he is an ardent Re- 
publican, and = socially, he is a Knight’ of 
Pythias, and belongs to the Ancient Order of 
United Workmen. One of the members and 
trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church, he 

also has been the superintendent of the Suaday- 
school ever since its organization, save for one 
year. 

In Douglass, Kans., the marriage of Mr. Berry 
and Miss Ada Pouton.was solemnized in 1886. 
She was born in Danville, Va., and is 2 daughter 
of Rudolph Pouton, a native of North Carolina. 
He followed the business of contracting and 
building, and was one of the pioneers of Kan- 
sas, though his present home is in Lincoln 
county, Okla. The seven children who bless 
the union of Mr. and Mrs. Berry are named as 
follows: Tena, Mildred, Claude and Clarence 
(twins), Ernest, Naomi and Harold. 


ALTER E. BRADY, the genial and suc- 
cessful owner and manager of the largest 
gencral merchandise store in Blackburn, 

has been a resident of the territory since April, 

1894. From a comparatively small beginning 
he has kept pace with the growing demands of 
a promising town, and seized upon the oppor- 
tunity which represents an imperative deniind. 
At first'a meat-market of circumscribed propor- 
tions, the business was enlarged in October ‘of 
1899, and now includes a stock of general mer- 
chandise, a feed-mill, cotton-gin, and sawinill. 
While thus placing himself in touch with the 
various requirements of the community Mr. 
Brady has won the confidence of all by his up- 
right business inethods and his oft-evinced re- 
liability. 

A native of Franklin county, Towa, Mr. Brady 
was born in 1863, and is a son of Walter and 
Elizabeth Brady, natives respectively Penn- 
sylvania and Indiana. The father was a me- 
chanic and farmer,and his useful and industrious 
life was terminated in Indiana in 1885. His wife 
survived iim until 1887. The youth of thsiy 
son Walter was spent as are the bovhood d 
of the average farmer's son. IIe learned to be 
a model farmer, and derived his education at the 
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public schools. At the age of twenty he mar- 
ried Eva Hanna, of Franklin county, Lowa. Of 
the children subsequently born of this union 
Orpha died at the age of sixteen, in Oklahoma, 
Roscoe is a clerk in his father’s store; Vearl 
died in Kansas when two years of age. 

When cld enough to shift for himself ee 
Brady engaged in farming in Indiana, and i 
1889 left the state of his birth and came to Coin: 
way Springs, Sumner county, Kans., and be- 
came interested in the merchandise business 
after a short period of general farming. ‘This 
occupation continued until he took up his per- 
manent residence in Blackburn. 

In national politics Mr. Brady believes in the 
principles and issues of the Democrauc party. 
He is not an office-seeker, however, believing 
that he owes to his business interests the greater 
portion of his time and efforts. He cast his first 
presidential vote for Hancock. Mrs. Brady died 
in Sumner county, Kans., February 11, 1892. 
October 11, 1895, Mr.- Brady was united in 
matrimony with Alta Wadsworth, of Blackburn, 
who died in February of 1897. Mr. Brady has 
done much for the general advancement of his 
adopted town, and is interested in all that per- 
tains to its betterment and development. 


ATHAN B. CHISM. The most advanced 

and enterprising agricultural enterprises 

in Pottawatomie county are ably repre- 
sented by Mr. Chism, who brings to bear upon 
his occupation as a tiller of the soil a compre- 
hensive knowledge of all departments of the 
work and a general ‘knowledge of business 
methods, gained by long years of experience. 
On his father’s farm in Monroe county, Ky., 
Mr. Chism was born March 23, 1838. His par- 
ents, Nathan and Martha (Ray) Chism, were 
progressive and industrious farmers, and trained 
their son to an appreciation of the dignity and 
usefulness of a farmer’s life. After diligent ap- 
plication at the public schools, he began, at the 
age of twenty-one, to teach school, which occu- 
pation was later discarded for a mercantile 
business at Marrowbone, Cumberland county. 
Many incidents in connection with his life at 
Marrowbone are strikingly fresh in the memory 
of Mr. Chism. During the war especially his 
lines were not always thrown in pleasant places, 
nor were his goods and chattels easy of protec- 
tion. In fact, he lost considerable money and 
goods as a'result of the war, both armies heip- 
ing themselves to what they wanted. Tor hours 
he has stood with the roar of artillery over his 
head, in the attempt to protect his wares from 
destruction and purloining. He was serving as 
assessor for Monroe county, and while doing 
his duty was taken by ITamilton’s men, who had 
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every intention of retaining him, and his deliv- 
erance was effected only when they discovered 
who he was. 

In 1880 Mr. Chism removed to Wellington, 
Sumner county, Kans., where for three ycars 
he represented an eastern loan company, and 
in 1889 removed to Oklahoma City, where he 
lived until the opening of the Sac and Tox res- 
ervations. He then came to Pottawatomie 
county and purchased the land upon which he 
has since successfully conducted his farming 
enterprises. The first residence occupied by the 
family was a one-story frame structure, fourteen 
by twenty-four feet dimensions, which was ister 
substituted for the present home, whicii is also 
one story, sixteen by twenty-eight feet. The 
farm is well improved and fitted with all modern 
and labor-saving devices, and has among other 


advantages a.five-acre orchard, wherein are 
grown many varieties of fruit. 
In Cumberland county, September 19, 1867, 


Mr. Chism was united in marriage with Mary 
Emma Alexander, a daughter of ‘Dr. John and 
Elizabeth (McDaniel) Al lexandler. Mrs. Chism 
has a good common-school education and is the 
mother of six children: James Edwin, who is 
a farmer in Lincoln county, is married and has 
three children; Anna Mary is the wife of Thorn- 
ton Fletcher, has one child, and lives in Lin- 
coln county; Charles is living at home; Robert 
M., Harry and Otis. The three youngest chil- 
dren were born in Kansas and the others in 
Kentucky. Mr. Chism is a devoted adherent of 
the Deimocratic party, but has no desire for off- 
cial recognition. From his childhood years he 
has been a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 


T. CRAIG. In perusing the histories of 

successful men, how often is one reminded 

of the wise saying of the great poet, “there 
is a tide in the affairs of men, which, taken at 
the flood, leads on to fortune.” Happy is the 
man, who is prepared, by nature and _ education, 
to grasp the opportunity at the instant of its 
presentation, and, with all the powers of his 
mind, molds and adapts himself to his new du- 
ties. J. T. Craig's life, at least, until recently, has 
been very quiet and retired, yet the fidelity and 
perseverance which he manifested, commended 
him to his neighbors and acquaintances, and 
now he is on the high road leading to distinc- 
tion, and, possibly, fortune. 

The grandfathers of J. Craig were num- 
bered among the early settlers of Missouri, and 
his parents, J. H. and Emma J. (Warford) Craig, 
were born in Howard county, Mo., and among 
their ancestors were Scotch, I*nglish and Welsh 
people. -John Wesley, father of J. H. Craig, 
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plainly a descendant of a Scottish clan, was born 
in Virginia, and when Missouri was considered 
a fronticr state he located a homestead in How- 
ard county. Thomas Warford, father of Mrs. 
Emma W. Craig, came from the East to the 
same part of Missouri, and during the Civil 
war he enlisted and served in the Confederate 
army. J. H. Craig, who carried on farming 
near Fayette, Mo., until 1891, then settled near 
Orlando, Okla., and of late years has lived upon 
his claim near Pawnee. Of his eight children, 
one is deceased, and the others are all living 
in this territory. 

The birth of J. T. Craig occurred on the old 
homestead in Howard county, Mo., February to, 

1872. He was reared in the practical pursuits of 
a farmer, and received his elementary education 
in the “little red school-house” of his district. 
Nine years ago, he came to Oklahoma, and for 
three years thereafter was employed as a clerk 
in a general store at Orlando. In 1894 he came 
to Pawnee county, and leased school lands, 
upon which he made good improvements. The 
property, situated six miles south of Pawnee, 
proved well adapted for the raising of live stock 
and a general line of crops, and the voung man 
prospered, as he richly deserved to do. 

For two years, Mr. Craig served in his own 
community as deputy assessor. In April, 1900, 
he was honored by appointment to the office of 
treasurer of Pawnee county, to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the death of N. J. Green, the late 
esteemed county treasurer. As was confidently 
expected, Mr. Craig made a as record, and met 
every requirement of his responsible position 
with promptness and excellent system. In his 
political faith he is a Populist, and is a mem- 
ber of the county central committee of the same, 
and has attended the territorial convention as a 
delegate. In his religious faith he adheres to the 
teaching of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and is a trustee of the Pawnee Circuit. 


NDREW J. BROWN was for many years a 
railroad contractor, but since 1896 he has 
followed the lace of a farmer in 

Oklahoma township, Oklahoma county, and 
though he laid claim to his present property in 
July, 1889, he was not allowed to reside upon it 
until 1896, as its ow nership was being contested. 
He was Ben in 1858, in Knoxville, Tenn., and 
ae early youth followed farm pursuits. In 
877 he w ent to Fort Worth, Tex. At that time 
ane Texas Pacific was the only railroad in that 
section of the state. He engaged in the construc- 
tion of railroads, his first work being on the 
Texas Central, between Waco and Albany. 
Afterward he w orked for the following railway 
companies: Jron Mountain, in old Mexico; 
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Texas & Southern, and Gainesville & Henrietta. 
On the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railwav he 
constructed the road between Fort ee and 
Gainesville and between Barringer and St. An- 
gelo; and on the Arkansas & Kansas Valley 
Railroad built three miles of road in the Chero- 
kee Nation. He discontinued railroad con- 
structing in 1889, and on the 22nd of April came 
to Oklahoma City, where he purchased two lots 
and there he continued to reside in his newly 
erected home for the following two years. 

When the courts decided him the rightful 
owner of his present farm, in 1896, he at once 
commenced making improvements upon the 
same, and he now has a fine farm. About sixty 
acres are under the plow. He has erected a new 
house and barn, and has set out thirty acres in an 
orchard, which contains about six hundred peach 
trees, a large number of apple, cherrv and plum 
trees, and his vineyard has about five hundred 
In connection on general farming, he 
is interested in various other branches of busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Brown is an active Republican, but does 
not aspire to office. At Fort Smith, Ark., in 1887, 
he was joined in marriage with Miss Jennie 
Green, a native of Dyer county, Tenn., and a 
daughter of Roland Green. Four children, now 
living, have been born to them, nameiy: Addie 


C., Nellie May, Clarence E. and Edna S. 


HARLES G. PETER is fortunately en- 
gaged in a line of business for which there 
is invariably a demand in all growing and 

undeveloped communities. As a groceryman 
in Pawnee he finds a ready sale for his wares 
from the public, and as a dealer in agricultural 
implements, he is the particular friend and 
helper of the farmer. Being thus launched 
upon a sea of prosperity, he has won his way 
to the confidence of the citizens, who appreciate 
his upright and progressive methods of con- 
ducting business, and his amiability in the mat- 
ter of trying to please. 

A native of Carlinville, Ill, Mr. Peter was 
born in 1872, and is a son of S.J. and Marv 
A. Peter, who have spent their useful and in- 
dustrious lives as farmers, and are now living 
in Pawnee. The first eleven vears of their son 
Charles’ life was spent in Bryant, Kans., where 
his father, S. J. Peter, was postmaster and farmer 
combined. The youth received his schooling 
here and at Douglas, Kans., whither he later 
removed, and, aside from the common schools, 
went to the high school, but did not graduate. 
January 8, 1892, he sought the larger possibili- 
ties of the far west, and engaged in the Jour 
milling business in California, which he con- 
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tinued until August of 1893. Upon returning 
to Kansas, he entered a commercial college at 
Winfield, of that state, and after completing 
the course came to Pawnee in June of 1894. 
For a time he engaged as a clerk, and was then 
associated in the capacity of assistant book- 
keeper, with the First National Bank. Desiring 
to be in an independent business, he located 
in December of 1897 on the site where he has 
since so successfully catered to the public wants 
as a dealer in hardware, tinware, graniteware, 
staple and fancy groceries. In the department 
of agricultural implements, Mr. Peter is in part- 
nership with W. S. Caldwell. He has added to 
his own convenience, and to the appearance of 
the town by erecting a commodious and com- 
fortable house, and has in various ways evinced 
a substantial and abiding interest in all that 
pertains to the upbuilding of his adopted town. 

November 2, 1897, Mr. Peter married Effie 
J. Burnett, a daughter of George and Mary Bur- 
nett of Logansport, Ind. Of this union there 
is one child, Ina Lea, who was two vears old 
October 6, 1900. In national politics Mr. Peter 
claims allegiance to the Republican party, but 
entertains very liberal views regarding the pol- 
itics of the administration. He ustially votes for 
the man who seems best qualified to fill the posi- 
tion. Fraternally he is associated with the Mod- 
ern Woodmen of America, and the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen. Of these orders 
he is a charter member of the Pawnee posts, 
and holds the position of clerk in both. In the 
religious life of the town himself and wife are 
prominent workers in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of which he is a trustee, and to the 
maintenance of which he is a generous con- 
tributor, 


ARRY N. BARTLETT. By the exercise 
of his skill as a conscientious and pains- 
taking builder and contractor, Mr. Bartlett 

has receiv ed the patronage and encouragement 
_ of a large part of the community of Pawnee. 
- Many of the finest and most substantial build- 
ings in the town are monuments of his superior 
methods of construction, and the outlying towns 
and counties have also profited by his nearness, 
for some of their most ambitious erections. Jn 
Pawnee, the principal buildings credited to Mr. 
Bartlett are, the Opera House, ice plant, Cen- 
tury block, I. K. Berrv’s building, Reed block 
and residence, Mrs. Hill’s rooming house, Dr. 
Bagby’s residence, high school building, and 
many others. During the greater part of his 
residence in the city Mr. Bartlett has been in 
partnership with T. M. Grant. The firm have 
also constructed the schoolhouses at Osage 
City, Cleveland and Harmony, besides many 
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residences and public buildings 
other towns. 

In the pursuit of a favorable permanent loca- 
tion, Mr. Bartlett traveled over a considerable 
part of the country, and thus continually in- 
creased his knowledge on all subjects, which 
has been of incalculable benefit to him in the 
practice of his occupation. He was born near 
Beloit, Wis., January 19, 1863, and is a son of 
Herrick Bartlett, of Vermont, who early settled 
in Rock county, Wis., where he was among the 
first pioneers of that locality. He died in Wis- 
consin in 1898, at the age of sixty-five years. 
He was a member of the Masonic fraternity. 
The paternal grandfather, Nathan, was born in 
Vermont, and when arrived at years of discre- 
tion, took up his residence near Syracuse, N. 
Y., where he became a successful farmer. He 
came of an old New England family. The 
mother of H. N. Bartlett was formerly Nancy 
Duel, born in New York, and daughter of 
Reuben Duel, a farmer who early settled in 
Rock county, Wis. Her mother is at present 
residing on the old homestead in Rock county. 

The boyhood days of Mr. Bartlett were prac- 
ticaily uneventful, and were passed on his fath- 
er’s farm. He received the education of the 
public schools, and in 1880, was apprenticed for 
a year to learn the carpenter trade. In 1881 
he sought the larger possibilities of the far 
west, and for a time his lines were thrown in 
the delightful climate and surroundings of Cali- 
fornia. He worked at his trade until 1884 in 
Los Angeles, and then went to Eldorado, Kans., 
for a year, where he was successfully engaged 
as a contractor and builder. After returning to 
California, he lived in San Diego as foreman on 
job work, and later in Pasadena, going back and 
forth in southern California. th 1889 he re- 
moved to Denver, Colo., and remained until 
1893, when, in September of that year he came 
to Oklahoma, and in Kildore, began to build 
and contract. About this time he erected the 
hotel at Lela. 

In the spring of 1894 Mr. Bartlett located in 
Pawnee, and has since then prosecuted his life 
work to the satisfaction of himself and his fel- 
low townsinen. In January of 1896 he pur- 
chased a claim,on the Cimarron river, first and 
second bottom. This farm has since been im- 
proved, and is now one of the best in the town- 
ship. This has since been the home of the 
Bartlett family, and, aside from their residence, 
two others have been built, and are occupied 
by tenants who devote their time to the cul- 
tivation of cotton. One hundred and twenty- 
five acres are under cultivation. 

September 10, 1891, occurred the marriage 
of Mr. Rartlett and Maud Whitehead, of Gilles- 
pie, Ill, and a daughter of Edward Whitehead, 
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born in Ohio. He was a blacksmith by occu- 
pation, and early settled in Illinois in Shelby 


county, and successively lived in) Macoupin 
county, again in Shelby county, Christian 


county, and Champaign county, and in 1884 
removed to Eldorado, Kans., where he is now 
residing. During the Civil war he enlisted in 
the One Hundred and Thirteenth Ohio Volun- 
teer Infantry as a corporal, and was wounded at 
the battle of Kenesaw Mountain. The paternal 
grandfather, Isaac Whitehead, was born in New 
Jersey, and settled in Ohio, where he conducted 
a farm, and later removed to Illinois, where he 
eventually died. The mother of Mrs. Bartlett 
was Sarah (Hanley) Whitehead, of Claylick, 
Ohio, daughter of David Hanley of Virginia, 
who located in Ohio, where he died. Mrs. 
Whitehead is now living. Of her two children, 
Harry is a carpenter in Pawnee. Mrs. Bart- 
lett received a very superior education, and 
was for years interested in educational work in 
Ohio and Kansas. She has also developed a 
decided musical talent, and teaches the guitar 
and piano in Pawnee and near Jennings. She 
studied music in Hlinois and Denver, Colo. On 
the farm is fitted out a schoolroom, and here 
Mrs. Bartlett conducts a private school, which 
js quite successful, owing to the shortness of the 
district school term. To Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett 
have been born three children, Ellsworth, Ed- 
ward,.and Charles. Fraternally Mr. Bartlett is 
associated with the Modern Woodmen of 
America. Politically he is a Republican. With 
his family, he is an ardent worker and member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and con- 
tributes generously towards its maintenance. 
\ K a 
. ter of a century Dr. Dougan occupied 
an important position in the United 


States service, that of physician and surgeon to 
the Indians. In June, 1871, he received his first 
appointment, and ty more than eight years was 
medical officer for the Osage Indians and sol- 
diers stationed among them for the parpose of 
protecting human life and property. He mas- 
tered the language of the tribe, and for a number 
of years was kept very busy trying to learn the 
varied tongues of the different tribes of red 
men, for he was transferred from one nation te 
another. At his first location there were thirty- 
six hundred Great and Little Osage Indians on 
the government rolls, and, even though he was a 
young and comparatively inexperienced physt- 
qian at that time, he had no occasion to worry 
over a scarcity of patients. [Tis time and patience 
were severely taxed from the outset, but le faith- 
fully attended to his duties and won the genuine 
51 
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esteem of his superiors in the government em- 
ploy, as well as the gratitude and friendship of 
the primitive people with whom he had dealings. 
While there were some features in the life that 
possessed much interest, and opportunities for 
uplifting the ideals of the children of the plain 
and forest were numerous, there also were many 
attendant hardships which few, besides our sub- 
ject, were willing to endure. Not the least of 
these was his frequent transference from one 
point to another, and sometimes he was located 
cast, and sometimes west, of the Kkocky Moun- 
tains. Certainly few, if any members of the 
medical profession in the United States have a 
record of longer and more efficient service 
among the red race. 

The youth of Dr. Dougan, or his early man- 
hood, rather, also had an unusual feature in it, 
which will be mentioned later in this sketch. For 
several generations the Dougan family was iden- 
tifed with North Carolina, and the first of the 
name in this country was Thomas Dougan, a na- 
tive of Scotland, who became a planter in that 
state, his home being near Buffalo Ford, on 
Deep river, Randolph county... He married 
Mary Kerr, soon after her emigration from Ire- 
land, her native land. He was accidentally killed, 
while assisting in raising a log cabin, when he 
was in his prime, being but forty-one years of 
age.” He hada daughter, Mary or Polly, and 
another daughter. Tour of his five sons were 
heroes of the Revolutionary war, and the other 
son, Joseph, who was a man of peace, became a 
minister of the Methodist Episcopa! Church. 
Three of the sons were commissioned officers in 
the colonial army, namely: Col. James, Col. 
Thomas and Capt. John Dougan. A younger 
son, Robert. Dougan, the great-grandfather of 
our subject, was a private soldier during the 
Revolution, and was one of the representative 
planters of Orange county, N. C. His son, Wil- 
liam, next in the line of descent, was born on the 
old plantation, and when he arrived to manhood 
he became a wealthy planter himself, owning 
large estates near Asheboro, Randolph county, 
Ne 

The doctor’s parents, 


Williams A. and Su- 


sanna (Miller) Dougan, were natives of Ran- 
dolph county, N. C. The latter’s father, John 


Miller, was a soldier in the war of 1812, and 
until his death was engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits in North Carolina. Williams A. Dougan 
was a rich and influential planter of Randolph 
county, N. C., and during the unsettied period 
of the Civil war he joined a company of home 
guards in order to protect his family and prop- 
erty. Both he and his wife died at their old 
homestead, respected and honored by all. Their 
younger John Thomas, ts an architect, re- 
siding in the vicinity of his birthplace, and the 


SO, 





“opened Wheat? ah Sobre Ce TSN). Hi aleadiaysy 


. sro, {ig fil Fst vemstl Teng] ne ue Wy hoe ren cert 
ies 















































































| ss i) ae 
CIOS AS vo 0 i THAATAO Lo 
me Ce - 7 
‘ibs Jif (INS yiit ‘i aun MBS ail tu (yoshea ou Abiinfivcte gue / 
io cntkbnett bag ahiiNinra silt an How en ving write anon ai bolttey ¥hes 
onal part’ sod wily Niu, slegyiney avi hantieneg wld ory 1 wm hwvil visvieas zone tf 
Ur oth af on eomteel one wow oot offi nee ww viligd® ni weg 
eonnaenge Lg estate toner bro vars hrcay phy i) lian tones npn), te 
ney ot to cnoblife add jo alot oily wets. apes tt ad ‘est "anna oborabtt | 
i Oto ely Lr) sarees ow geod Re. Gat dodine sl mw ivi) ody 
‘here coiy eofdiad Svent bs lily eqinelnid inewotn. <ahe' obt) daneotitT hota 
is jee) weld not sys of seller wppwy Jo" et obaerw agw fare Jmioqio> 6 ea ¥ By 
iy err Gunsapolteniwiy tioierit eal gitar Keay ht adit maior lf wneono A” 
‘yu tev ont eatlielornwia bing opSalowte i rien ; way Pegi ann nodoaVy sonal 
Huet! ‘elves oolt lee tear ewan bre tery Dotosdbornes ehovaly oitO it bral ids: 
A) ty arin yon Wh wor vite) “ete ae opnaulve thn) ot fe a7 OM 
fF yet come Devin oil wi setezvlony Ipsibare Neti 2M Yo wlio oft 
Hye, mretoiia oven) Dns aoenel io triegges alban ta brottotid V7 ee 
omert hot oth nonin Mien ta yoinelt bivat i] 
ai ying 2th Ve regnotT . CT be (luere wt Bay 8 eH Broviny git yraihyy sod: ni 
Of on athtnel Dimi na hdd cxln nedier boot puis ews wl 1 ogueivil wort 
7 whodaste ehely ed ‘ool Ibis ahhovoe od [fur elotabve “Holl alt eenywett ty | 
“Holt mew viet tC! ot amet: tg Ierseat Diy! Pol roivaeie “rev 6 
7 tr Jer off bre jnuihosD alin rf ” beltit Ps iW Neaviiioubs ni hatesrotat: i 
ar es neumoth saat ft kay) PUTO 2itld ot setae ‘ Hels enc ole — “ 
ef ne cmon B sniasgd ody cbaabios? to “vip afr ot toil seo Lite teeta Lesk 
mo vel olpftwh wre ‘atti rad omod aid .otete wie of wen bry oonwet a 
Loin of  vinnes tine lure ytevin qaatt: #0) Od aovitet! brs akeumilhl tt: 
Vi freeaet reayets Seen in) sil Yeti dete tres) Cul: ea toa wee cmorites 8 dye fee 
belie Winesbivos sen SA baal ovitsa wed bral Hoithw stboilos sin: vtiq & ‘eubios ff 






[rol witliss qul WuAIAT Ni Beiietees slice yell By eitwwtls ont at one Juleasoar 
O eins spe-—Wiel Jed anied jovi aint at sew Hole jest hue sl ol “trad | 


Moka yu, sodgush & hed aH -oee  AiGE” atrearetitl frotbsticls oat phe ? 
ron 9VD vil ko qeet jwtdeurt todtone af Noliadlf Js witniers pert» tok a 
Tale ol) Gee eK vimetivlovedt oft 1 esoid le fronslomen hf rebole. ofl iter 
PERT Nomin jo pn k aeve onlwe qgeol, eke — ae diiildigeA pei ott levisilot | 
! Isquasig.l qutboliolt al) to “serine” seated fim watyow taobis ne al oi | 
cesotlies Tracie wbeererten’s erage 3 iit hy goal =nod bee. alent Inqoarig™ daily 
r aj flores ‘on Lentelay get Sangin ei elma wod dinate 
ree ; woul Hil, tw) ben earn 
aun! wow vps 
eat} Agrerets et tt) Joopde “ye 
venice all le om saw bee nedtplorsst Paes we <L.if “ADTOd MY 
LY ste 23 4. 8g ognni Jo at analy hortiage jody] nal viniioo & lo 72 
i erred ann deem Mey get Aldo eo ait age DP ade gi mesii20q ined enqiek ae 
i, viru Ot vrsiler heen med tedremtie tha - bpm Sate hes wesierty to tit) Sone we 
» Soar! eine aitisow x ompvad orf seni de bovine at cont al leah 
pO nA est) eiotey anal ONLY) Lay ieh 1 her! stork to} haw Rib) 


i Ae (pe Aiptitie! ove off 10d donnie vi 
ve bus ./. acenlliy! 2tmotkey a'yotooh of T 10 At ti od qoi inst yrone hone + Ine 
“BA 10 aouiine oy AOOET CHnhTL) eontpe a OH .wtroqevq bun olf entents 


etal vuln aon ovat Ty oY meee fafob HTevbines Bart duitay coeline vl to onengnnl 
ts £180 Yo tee sy ni foil jiez st ante eile by wail at OS ete 7), vanel uray spo aw 
“eq Igwnlusrran. ui Lesage enw iieot ett leas dyor, i. eoeint momwhib oft tw ¥ 
cent) AL arialtiyy avian a) yA nt edie co) neat sry wet bores Ben. 
ileplistaene $1 hy ‘aanesiby Lsittaysiteini rer elt ean: Se ‘Gta onal) notiesol despa AK 
lonizaey frshi¥serqy sel) edesty fires 9 Jf saben ‘S Tt paul ) oT Jee ievi) h3 
ginal Ye CLIT EOS iy fy heed ate tor deve.) ah} le i rheasitaty tinny Ate wallow tT 

Poteet vt 
viet ie tasl ¢ 
pit alli agit 















ihe Hide’ 4h ferels wai! abel tarts arf ithalt aye 





i Una How “faagninng ¢y 
yh w vi _ i siamo t. 





th : 
‘oly Toit ml ) 


-he returned to the private walks 


s 


‘Medical Association. 


ers’ 


1142 PORTRAIT 
only daughter, Sarah Emeline, Mrs. N. Farlow, 
also dw ells i in that locality. 

Born August ro, 1846, and reared upon the 
parental farm, Dr. Dougan received his educa- 
tion in private schools. Both he and lus father 
were opposed to the secession of the south, but 
strong local pressure was brought to bear upon 
them, and the young man, when only seven- 
teen years of age, was practically forced to join 
the depleted ranks of the Confederate army, for 
its conscription agents possessed very persuasive 
arguments, at least to the mind of a youth of 
seventeen. He was rewarded by being clected 
as second licutenant of Company F, in what was 
known as Colonel Broadfoot’s regiment, and 
served in that capacity from May, 1864, to Feb- 
ruary of the following year. At that time he was 
exempted from further service in the army, in 
virtue of having been elected to the office of 
constable, by a large majority of the few remain- 
ing voters left at home. 

Returning to the old homestead, Dr. Dougan 
immediately began the study of medicine under 
the guidance of Dr. A. C. Bulla, and subse- 
quently was graduated in the medical depart- 
ment of the University of Kentucky, at Louis- 
ville. He then returned to Guilford county, and 
opened an office at Center, where he continued 
to dwell until June, 1871, when, as previously 
stated, he entered upon his long and stccessful 
career among the Indians of the west. Twenty- 
five years later, when the position which he had 
occupied was abolished by the “powers that be,’ 
of life, and 
though aiterwards tendered a post in the Internal 
Revenue department, he declined. In 1899 the 
doctor came to Perry, where he now enjoys a 
very large and remunerative medical practice. 

Dr. Dougan is a valued member of the Okla- 
homa Medical Association and of the American 
In the fraternities he is 
well known, being a Mason, a member of the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen, the Bank- 
Union, the Knights of the Maccabees, and 
the Home Annuity Association. He was initia- 
ted into Masonry at \sheboro, N. C., and retains 
his membership in Niobrara (Neb.) Lodge No. 
87, A. F. & A. M., also belonging to the Couneil 
and Lodge of Perfection in the same state. He 
is physician to the local lodges of the Maccabees 
and Bankers’ Union. In his political standing 
he is an uncompromising Republican. He would 
like to have the old flag float on every continent 
and England a member of the United States. 

In his early manhood Dr. Dougan was mar- 
ried in Kansas to Miss Lillie Walton, a native of 
Ohio. She departed this life in, Nebraska, and 
left two.children to mourn her namely: 
Blanche, who now is successfully cngaged in 
teaching school; and Robert W., who is an cm- 
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ploye of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany. The lady who now bears the doctor's 
name formerly was Miss Clara B. Hayes, of Mar- 
shalltown, Iowa, where their w edding took place. 
She is a native of Warrensburg, N. ae received 
an excellent education and is a member of the 
Episcopal Church. A son and a daughter bless 
the union of our subject and wife, their names 
being Emma S. and James H., respectively. The 
family has an attractive home in Perry, and 
number many of our leading citizens among 
friends. 


HOMAS M. FUNK.-. Not many men of 

three score and ten years are as ambitious 

as was the subject of this sketch, when, 
in 1893, he undertook a race into Pawnee 
county for a homestead, and within the past 
six years has developed an excellent farm. As 
an industrious, patriotic citizen, he deserves a 
high place in the history of his community and 
country, and his children have reason to be 
proud of the record he has made. 

The parents of our subject were Gabriel and 
Mary (Murphy) Funk, the former a native of 
Tennessee. The mother’s father came to 
America as a soldier in the British army during 
the war of the Revolution, and never returned. 
so it was believed that he was killed in battle and 
fills an unknown grave. As early as 1815, a 
date very early in the history of Illinois, Gabricl 
Funk settled in Crawford county, and there oc- 
curred the birth of Thomas M. Funk eight years 
later. In his boyhood, his advantages were 
necessarily poor, and, in order to obtain even an 
elementary education, he had to go four miles 
to school. 

One of the most important events in the hie 
of our subject was his marriage, in 1844, to 
Elizabeth D. E. McGill, a daughter of James 
and Louisa McGill. of Kentucky.. Of the four 
children born to them, three survive, namely: 
T. J., who is a wealthy stock dealer of the Osage 
Nation, is married and has four children: James 
W., who lives with our subject; and Dr. G. 11. 
Funk, who is a graduate of the medical depart- 
ment of the University of Michigan, at Ann 
Arbor, and for six years has been engaged i 
practice at Blue Ridge, Tex. 

In July, 1862, another important step in life 
was taken by Thomas M. Punk, who then en- 
listed in Company T°, Ninety-first Mlinois In- 
fantry, being mustered in at Springfield, TIA 
ereat misfortune befell the entire regiment, early 
in its service, as in December, 1862, the famous 
Confederate officer, General Morgan, captured 
the force. Mr. Funk and his comrades were 
forthwith sent to St. Louis, Mo., where thes 
were held until July, 1863, being released after 
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they were held captive for six months. The regi- chard wherein are grown a variety of large and 
ment was sent to the front, and, among other small fruits; a direct contrast surely to an orig- 


campaigns, took part in the great battles of 
Spanish Fort and Jlort Blakeley, sustaining 
heavy loss of men. Our subject faithful y stood 
at his post of duty until the close of the war, and 
was mustered out in July, 1865, and honorably 
discharged at Camp Butler. 

Returning to his Illinois home, Mr. I’unk con- 

tinued to carry on his farm there until 1880, 
when he removed to Kansas. For eleven years 
he lived in Winfield, Kans., and in Elk county, 
same state, and from 1891 to 1893 in Osage 
county. He was ready to make the race for a 
home in “the strip,” and waited until the law 
allowed his entrance into the territory in ques- 
tion. He found every claim taken, apparently 
by those who had not been as conscientious as 
he, and, disheartened, he returned. In the fol- 
lowing spring he leased the southeastern quar- 
ter of section 2, township 23, range 5 east, Paw- 
nee county, and proceeded to build a cottage 
and fences, gradually adding other improve- 
ments. The property is considered one of the 
best improved places in the county, and every 
year a fine crop is harvested. The wheat fields 
annually yield, on an average, thirty bushels to 
the acre. 
. The first aa ballot of Mr. Funk was 
cast Yor J. Fremont. He was one of two 
voters from “his entire township that had the 
independence and courage to vote for Fremont, 
and they were threatened on account of their 
action. Mr. Funk has adhered to the Repub- 
lican party ever since its organization. For 
many years he was identified with the Odd Fel- 
lows order, and, with his wife, holds member- 
ship in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


No OL isa “resident “of Hennessey, 

where he owns three acres of land desir- 

ably located, being only four or five blocks 
east of Main street. His improvements are of 
the best and most modern order. He also owns 
two hundred acres of land located six and a halt 
miles from Hennessey, in Union township, sec- 
tion 18, range 6. 

To Mr. Holt belongs the distinction of hav- 
ing the largest cotton plantation in Kingfisher 
county. One hundred and twenty-five acres are 
thus employed. The crop is uniformly large 
and satisfactory, $2,500 worth of cotton being 
marketed from one hundred acres. Since he 
caine to Oklahoma in 1861, the land has under- 
gone changes which render it hardly recogniz- 
able at the present time. The improvements 
instituted by the owner are of the best possible 
kind, and include a good house and out-build- 
ings, fences, water supply and a five-acre or- 


inal dense timber land. A great deal of time 
and attention are devoted to the ratsing of 
horses, cattle and hogs, which form a decided 


source of revenue. 

Mr. Holt’s*father, P. M. Holt, married Eliza 
Donaldson in Vennessee. After their marriage 
they moved to Callaway county, Ky., where they 
became the parents of ten children, five of whom 
are’ living: “Rebecca Henley,'of ‘Kentticky; ‘J. 
N., of Oklahoma; ee W., of Butler county, 
Kans.; J. M,., of Mulhz Okla., and A. B., of 
Butler county, Kans. i Ny Holt was born July 
7, 1836, in Callaw ay county, Ky. When he was 
fourteen years of age, his parents moved to 
Johnson county, Ill., where his mother died in 
1849. In 1851 his father married Rebecca Gar- 
rett, who became the mother of four cluildren. 
In 1860 they moved to McCracken county, Ky., 
where he died soon after. The parental grand- 
parent, Peter Holt, who came of old Revolu- 
tionary stock, was born in Virginia and became 
one of the very early settlers of Tennessee. 

J. N. Holt was reared as are most farmer lads 
and received fair training in the public schools 
of his district. He grew to manhood in Illinois, 
where, April 17, 1835, | 1e married’ Nancy C. 
Crider, who was ‘a native of Kentucky. To 
them were born six children, three of whom are 
living: Mrs. William Miller and Mrs. Grant 
Miller of Beaver county, Okla., and W. A. Holt 
of Kingfisher, Okla. After marriage Mr. Holt 
settled in Kentucky, where he lived until 1871. 
He then moved to Butler county, Kans., where 
he led a practically uneventful life, for ui that 
time it was exceedingly wild, unimproved and 
very lonely to the newcomer, owing to the ab- 
sence of neighbors, and visible signs of activity. 

Taking up government land Mr. Holt pro- 
ceeded to improve a farm, upon which he lived 
for ten years. “In 1881 a change of location 
was made to Sumner county, Kans., where he 
was engaged in farming and stock raising. Here 
his wife died in 1889. In 1890, on New Year's 
day, he married Mrs.. Augusta L. Wilkinson, his 
present wife, who is the eldest daughter of Bond 
W. and Sarah A. Warlow, of Bloomington, HI. 
In 1868 Augusta L. Warlow was married to A. 
C. Wilkinson, by whom she had six children: 
Don. DY of Juneau. Alaska:Alte V.. Mrs. y.'A. 
Roberts and Mrs. Jessie I. Maloney, all of Hen- 


nessey, Okla: Clay R;"of Waynoka, Okla... and 
Lew vou of Kansas, Mr. and Mrs. Holt have 
one daughter, Ina Neil, born January to, 1801. 


In April of 1894 Mr. Holt availed himself of the 
bright prospects of Oklahoma and. settled in 
Kingfisher county. 

In politics Mr. Holt is associated with the 
Populist party, with a strong leaning toward in- 
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dependence in the matter of voting. He has 
served as superintendent, member of school 
board, and has held several offices within the 
gift of the township. Fraternally he is a mem- 
ber of the Masonic order at Hennessey, and the 
Odd Fellows at Winfield, Kans. With his family 
he is interested in church work,*as a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He is a 
liberal contributor toward the support of the 
gospel and for a number of years served as Sun- 
day school superintendent. 





W. DRIESBACH, M. D. For seven and 

a half years physician at the Pawnee In- 

dian agency, under appointment of the 
Department of the Interior of the United Siates, 
Dr. C. W. Driesbach, now a citizen of the town 
of Pawnee, is well known throughout this re- 
gion, and is held in high esteem, wherever 
known. He resigned his position in the summer 
of 1900, in order to embark in his present busi- 
ness. As a member of the firm of Webber & 
Driesbach, he has conducted a model drug store 
in this place since July 1, 1900, and is building 
up an extensive business. The firm may well 
be congratulated upon the handsome, thor- 
oughly stocked drug store which is under its 
management, the room occupied being centrally 
situated, also, and being 25x100 feet in dimen- 
sions. 

The Driesbach family originated in Holland, 
and among the early settlers of New York City 
and of the shores of the Hudson river, many 
of the name are recorded. Our subject’s father, 
Jacob Driesbach, was born in Schoharie county, 
N. Y., and was orphaned when he was a mere 
boy. Thrown upon his own resources at a ten- 
der age, he somehow drifted into the unusual 
and highly perilous business of taming wild 
animals. Certainly, he must have had natural 
ability in that line, and a real love and under- 
standing of wild beasts, for he met with won- 
derful success in his chosen work, and “Herr 
Driesbach,” as he was known, achieved world- 
wide fame. He traveled in all parts of Europe 
and America, and was quite a pioneer as a 
lion and tiger tamer, in the early part of this 
century. His last years were quietly spent upon 
his farm near Weoster, Ohio, and when death 
claimed him, he had nearly reached three-score 
and ten. He was a Mason of the Royal Arch 
degree. His wife, Sarah, the mother of the 
doctor, was born and died in Wayne county, 
Ohio. Her father; John Waller, of German 
descent, was a native of Pennsylvania, and, with 
her mother, who was a member of the Society 
of Friends, became a pioncer of Wayne county, 
Ohio. - 

Dr. Driesbach, three 


the only one of the 


AND: BIOGRAPHICAL, RECORD. 


children of the parental family who lived to 
maturity, was born near Wooster, Ohio, January 
20, 1867.. For nearly twenty. years the little 
neighborhood of Wooster and vicinity was the 
scene of his life, for he was reared upon a farm 
situated about three miles from the town, and 
his literary education was completed in the high 
school of that thriving place. In 1886 he took 
up the study of medicine under the tutelage of 
Dr. D. K. Jones of Canal Fulton, Ohio, and 
later, he matriculated in the medical department 
of the Western Reserve University. There he 
was graduated with the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine, ‘in 1889, and commenced his career 
as a physician at Baltimore, Ohio, remaining 
there until he was appointed by the government 
to the important post of agency physician at 
the Pawnee Indian agency. He has constantly 
added to his laurels since coming to the West, 
and never has seen reason to regret his change 
of residence. He was initiated into Masonry 
since coming here, and at present is serving 
his second term as worthy master of Pawnee 
Lodge No. 17, A. F. & A.M, 

In August, 1893, Dr. Driesbach married Miss 
Lena Lillie, in Bloomington, Ill. She was born 
in McLean county, Ill., the daughter of N. W. 
and Susan (Conant) Lil Ile, natives of Canada 
and Illinois, respectively. The father, now a 
resident of this place, was engaged in the mill- 
ing business in Bloomington for some time, 
served for four years in an [Illinois regiment dur- 
ing the Civil war, and was a pioneer of Kansas. 
His elder son, Gordon W. Lillie, is famuiarly 
known as “Paw nee Bill,’ and certainly needs no 


introduction to Westerners. A younger son, 
Albert, is a farmer of Kay county, Okla. A 
daughter, Mrs. Effie Judy, lives near Quincy, 
Ti: 


RED URL..As an arghitect, contractor, 
and builder, Mr. Uhl has been intimately 
associated with the fundamental prosperity 
of Pawnee. Evidences of his skill and handi- 
work are everywhere apparent, for the‘ greater 
part of the fine residences and etl lings in the 
town have been constructed under his conscien- 
tious and painstaking guidance. Coming from 
a country whose architectural triumphs have 
adorned the centuries, and rendered Germany a 
mecca for the study of ecclesiastical and other 
monuments of architectural genius, it is not sur- 
prising that the sons of this studious and philo- 
sophical fatherland should find an appreciative 
and ever widening field for thetr many-sided abil- 
ities upon the western plains of their promis- 
Wwe sister country, America. 
A native of Bavaria, Germany, almost within 
the shadow of the great cathedral of Cologne, 
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Mr. Uhl was born in 1849, and is a son of Lewis 
and Catherine (Zimmerman) Uhl, also born in 
Bavaria. Lewis Uhl was a farmer during the 
years of his activity, and in his native land 
served in the German army, and participated in 
the Revolution of 1848. He came to America 
in 1851, and located in Cleveland, Ohio, where 
he engaged in the leather business, and where 
he died in 1860. He was a member of the Res 
formed Church. His wife was a- daughter of 
Tred Zimmerman, also a farmer *awvho, upon 
arriving in the United States, settled in Cleve- 
land, and later removed to Iowa, where he died. 
Mrs. Uhl died in Cleveland, Ohio. She was 
the mother of six sons aad one daughter, ot 
whom Fred Uhl is second youngest. Another 


son, Lewis, was in the navy during the Civil 
war. 
Mr. Uhl’s memories of his native land are 


necessarily indistinct, for when but two years of 
age he was brought to America in a sailing 
vessel, the voyage over consuming twenty-one 
days. In the city of Cleveland-he received a 
fair education in the public schools, and when 
fifteen years of age was apprenticed to an archi- 
tect for four years. He subsequently engaged in 
contracting and building in Cleveland, and in 
1886 took up his residence in Winfield, Kans., 
where for four years he continued his former 
occupation. He then lived in Arkansas City 
for three years, and in 1893 came to Ok lahoma, 
and settled in Pawnee one month after his ar- 
rival. 

In March of 1894 Mr. Uhl purchased a claim 
six miles northeast of Pawnee, upon which he 
has since lived. In the meantime he had 
embarked upon his successful career as an archi- 
tect, builder and contractor in Pawnec, the ma- 
jority of the responsible work in the town havy- 
ing been entrusted to him. Aside from the 
demands of his profession, Mr. Uhl has shown 
commendable interest in the general progress of 
the town, and has been identified with many of 
the most important undertakings. As a stanch 
member of the Republican party he has held 
several offices, and is at the present time clerk 
of Pawnee township. From the inception of the 
township he has served in some capacity upon 
the school board, and has at times been clerk, 
director and treasurer. Fraternally he is asso- 
ciated with the Ancient Order of United Work- 
men. 

In 1872 Mr. Uhl was united in marriage, at 
New Haven, Conn., with Amelia Hipelious, a 
native of New Jersey. Of this union there have 
been seven children, viz.: William, who is a 
mechanical engineer. in New Haven, Conn.; 
Rudolph, who is a stonemason, and is with his 
father in business; Emma, Carl, Louise, Alvin 
and Fritz. 


ata PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


B. MURPHY, M. D. Of the professionat 
men in Stillwater none is held in higher es- 
teem than Dr. Murphy. As a resident and 

as one of the oldest physicians in the town (and 
it may be said in the county) he has won the egrat- 
itude and appreciation of a large following, 
no less by his fine personal characteristics than 
for his able mastery of one of the great profes- 
sions. 

Dr. Murphy was born in New Albany, Floyd 
county, Ind., and was next to the oldest in a 
family of ten children, five of whom are still liv- 
ing. His father, John, was a carpenter and con- 
tractor in Virginia, and, upon locating in New 
Albany, engaged in the boat construction busi- 
ness in his shipyard. He later turned his atten- 
tion to farming near New Albany, and died at 
the age of sixty-nine years. He attained to con- 
siderable prominence in the locality in which he 
resided, and held several political offices, among 
them being that of county commissioner, county 
auditor for eight years, and afterward that of 
county assessor. The mother, Serilda (Clipp) 
Murphy, was born in Harrison county, Ind., and 
was a daughter of Philip Clipp, a native of Vir- 
ginia. He married a Miss Miller, of Virginia, 
and became a farmer in Indiana, Mrs. Murphy 
died at the age of sixty-nine years. 

The early years of Dr. Murphy were spent at 
New Albany, and he received his education in 
the public schools and at the Paoli Academy, in 
Indiana. At the early age of sixteen he had qual- 
ified for a teacher, which occupation he carried 
on during the winters and attended the academy 
in the summer time. He was thus enabled to pay 
his own way, and is proud of his own exertion 
toward acquiring an education. After teaching 
school for eight years he began the study of 
medicine dinder the able tuition of Dr. Jom. IDas 
vis, of Greenville, after which he entered the Uni- 
versity of Louisville (INy.) and was graduated 
from the medical department in 1881. After a 
year's practice in his former town of Greenville, 
he located, in 1882, in Caldwell, ans., and en- 
tered upon a successful medical and surgical 
practice. In 1885 he changed the scene of his 
efforts to Ravanna, Kans., and was there dur- 
ing the three years’ county-sceat war. 

Dr. Murphy's connection with Stillwater began 
in July of 1889. He at once undertook varied in- 
terests, including that of running a drug store. 
He also practiced medicine, and for two years 
Was assistant postmaster. He resigned from the 
latter position and sold out the drug-store in 
order to devote his entire time to the duties of 
his life work. The office on Main street, occu- 
pied by the doctor, was erected by himself, but 
at the present time he is located in the Dalton 
block, at the corner of Main and Seventh streets. 
Ilis office practice is a large one, and is of a gen- 
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eral kind, best adapted to the requirements of a 
growing town. He is surgeon for the Eastern 
Oklahoma Railroad, and has been county physi- 
cian. 

In Greenville, Ind., Dr. Murphy married Anna 
K. Smith, a native of Greenville. Of this union 
there have been two children, F. May and Ed- 
ward Palmer. In politics the doctor is a Demo- 
crat, and has been prominently identified with 
the undertakings of his party. For one year he 
served as mayor of the town, and was council- 
man of the second ward for two years. He also 
held the office of city clerk. Fraternally he is 
associated with the Masonic order, and joined 
the organization at Milan, Kans. He is a charter 
member of Lodge No. 6, A. F. & A. 'M.,, at 
‘Milan, and is a charter member of the lodge in 
Stillwater, and was raised to the dignity of Emi- 
nent Commander in the St. John’s Commandery 
No. 4, K. T. With the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows he is past officer of the Encamp- 
ment, and is a member of the Modern Woodmen 
of America and the Fraternal Aid. He is a 
member of the Railway Surgeons’ Association, 


-and as a pharmacist is entitled to membership in 


follows this.) 


at hckton, 


the Oklahoma Pharmaceutical Association. Dr. 
Murphy was appointed by President Harrison a 
member of the pension board, and held the posi- 
tion for seven years, being secretary of the board 
for the entire time. 


A. BUSHORR, a prominent and success- 
ful contractor and builder of Pawnee, has 
been actively identified with the business 

and agricultural interests of Pawnee county, 
Okla., since November, 1893, when he pur- 
chased a claim of one hundred and sixty acres 
three miles northeast of the city. He was born 
in Indian Ford, Rock county, Wis., on the 3d of 
April, 1862, and is the youngest child of the 
family. His father, Nelson Bushor: r, was born 
at Three Rivers, Canada, and his grandfather, 
John Bushorr, was also a native of that coun- 
try. (More extended mention is made of his 
ancestry in the sketch of L. N. Bushorr, which 


Our subject spent the first three years of his 
life at his birthplace, and then accompanied his 
parents on their removal to Three Rivers, Can- 
ada, where the following two years were passed. 
The family next made their home in Warren 
county, N. Y., until the fall of 1869, when they 
removed to Effingham, Ill. There our subject 
attended the public schools until the fall of 1873, 
the following year being passed with hits parents 
that state. In 1874 the family re- 
turned to Wisconsin, locating at Tndian Tord, 
where he was reared in a farming community 
and pursued his studies in the district schools. 


PORTRAIT AND ‘BIOGRAPHICAL’ RECORD. 


At the age of fourteen he commenced work on 
the farm, and soon engaged in general farming 
and tobacco-raising on his own account, meet- 
ing with excellent success in the latter industry. 
In 1881 Mr. Bushorr removed to western Kan- 
sas, but after following farming in Trego county 
for three years, he returned to Wisconsin, where 
he was again interested in tobacco culture for 
two years. 

While in Ixansas, Mr. Bushorr learned the 
stonemason’s trade, at which he commenced 
work at Monico, Wis., in 1886. Later he fol- 
lowed the same pursuit at St. Paul, Minn., for 
two years, and then returned to Indian Ford, 
Wis., where he worked at his trade, and en- 
g aged in farming for a time. We next find 
fm at Janesville, that state, where he made his 
home until the opening of the Cherokee strip 
in November, 1893, when he came to Oklahoma, 
and bought his present claim three miles north- 
east of Pawnee. This he has improved and 
placed under a high state of cultivation, but now 
makes his home in the city of Pawnee and is 
successfully engaged in contracting and build- 
ing. He was one of the first masons of the 
place, and has erected a number of buildings 
here, including the Tones building, the Cen- 
tury block, the Hughes residence, and the new 
high school buildings. He has also done con- 
siderable work in different parts of the county, 
and is considered one of the best in his line. 
In 1808 he formed a partnership with C. E. Bates 
under the firm name of Bates & Bushorr, and 
they have built up a large and profitable busi- 
ness, Which is constantly increasing, owing to 
the excellent quality of their work. 

At Edgerton, Wis., Mr. Bushorr married Miss 
Maggie Cox, a native ef Ontario, Canada, who 
died at Janesville, Wis., leaving one son, Dewey 
C. Mr. Bushorr supports the men and meas- 
ures of the Republican party, and as a public- 
spirited, generous citizen he gives a liberal sup- 
port to all enterprises which he believes calceu- 
lated to promote the public welfare. He is 
prominent socially, and is the present noble 
grand of the Odd Fellows Lodge of Pawnee, 
also belonging to the Encampment at Stillwater. 


N. BUSHORR, one of the leading and 
influential citizens of Pawnee, who is now 
successiully engaged in the real-estate and 

insurance business, was born at Indian Ford, 
on the Rock river, in Rock county, Wis., March 
6, 1859, his parents being Nelson and Sophia 
(Beauman) DBushorr, both natives of Quebec, 
Canada, and of Irench extraction. The pater- 
nal, grandfather, John Bouchard (as the name 
was originally spelled) , Was a-native of Jr: UIC, 
and on his emigration to America cehicat In Can- 
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ada, where he followed farming many years. 
His last days were spent with the father of our 
subject in Wisconsin. It was the father who 
Americanized the name. Ile removed to Rock 
county, Wis., in 1855, and conducted a carriage 
shop at Indian Ford, which is one of the oldest 
towns in the southern part of the state. He is 
now eighty-two years of age, and is living re- 
tired at the home of our subject. His wife died 
in Trego county, Kans., in 1884. Her father, 
Alexis Beauman, was also a native of France, 
and became a farmer of the Province of Que- 
bec, Canada. His surname was originally spelled 
Beaumicr. Our subject is the sixth in order of 
birth in a family of seven children, four sons 
and three daughters. All are still living with 
the exception of Narcissus, who was a member 
of the Third Wisconsin Cavalry in the Civil 
war, and died in the service. Our subject's 
brother, Clair, is a resident of Pawnee, Okla., 
and D. J. makes his home in Galena, Kans. 

L. N. Bushorr grew to manhood in the place 
of his birth, and after completing his education 
in the public schools he learned the carriage- 
maker’s trade with his father. Later he engaged 
in that business on his own account at Edger- 
ton, Rock county, Wis., until 1888. In 1880 
he assisted in organizing a mining company, 
and for three years was actively engaged in 
placer and lode mining in the Eureka district 
in northern New Mexico. At the end of that 
time he sold his mining interests and returned 
to Wisconsin. Disposing of his business at 
Edgerton in 1888, he removed to Beloit, Kans., 
and opened a shoe store on Mill street as a mem- 
ber of the firm of Kinsley & Bushorr, his part- 
ner being A. J. Kinsley. They continued in 
business there until 1890, when they sold out 
and removed to St. Joseph, Mo., conducting a 
shoe store on the corner of Felix and Fourth 
streets for three years, at the end of which 
time they disposed of their business and dis- 
solved partnership. 

On the 16th of September, 1893, Mr. Bushorr 
came to Pawnee, and having brought a stock of 
shoes with him, ‘he opened a store on the south 
side in a frame building, 24x48 feet. This he 
carried on until 1897, when he sold out, and 
has since engaged in the real-estate, loan and 
insurance business. In 1899 he formed a part- 
nership with O. M. Lancaster, and business has 
since been conducted under the firm name of 
Lancaster & Bushorr. They do the largest gen- 
eral real-estate business of any firm in the town, 
and are also agents for the leading old line in- 
surance companies. 

Mr. Bushorr was married at Indian Tord, 
Wis., the lady of his choice being Miss Mitta I. 
Scofield, who was born at that place, where 
her father, George Scofield, was engaged in 


(& LIST 


children bless this union, namely: 
Roy, Wilmer, Berta and Leon. Mrs. Bushorr 
is an active and consistent member of the Con- 
gregational Church. 

Iraternally Mr. Bushorr is a member of the 
Comunercial Club of Pawnee; Pawnee Lodge 


farming. Four 


No. 17, A. F.. & A. M., of which he was secre- 
tary three years; Tyrian Chapter No. 20, R. A. 
M.; and is also a member of Pawnee Com- 


mandery No. 7, K. T... The Republican party 
has always found in him a stanch supporter of 
its principles. He filled the office of city clerk 
one term, has been notary public since 1807, 
and in 1899 was appointed under-sheriff of Paw- 
nee county, which position he is now most cred- 
itably and satisfactorily filling. 


ELRISTOPHER ..C... HUNTER. .. In. the 
death of the honored subject of this trib- 
ute Chandler and Lincoln county lost one 

of their best citizens—a man upright, sincere 
and conscieitious in word and deed. His lie 
was a busy and successful one, and a complete 
record of the good deeds which he performed 
and of the kindness and sympathy which he ex- 
ercised toward others, could not be compiled, 
as he was unostentatious in all his acts, and few 
besides the recipient of his favors ever learned 
of them. As a pioneer of this locality he de- 
serves special mention, for he loyally aided in 
the’ great work of founding the county and plac- 
ing it upon a sound basis. 

Mr. Hunter came of a family which has been 
noted in the upbuilding of frontier states for 
generations. His great-great-grandfather, Ja- 
cob Hunter, was horn in North Carolina, and 
in 1780 removed to the wilds of Kentucky, 
where he lived in a fort much of the time for 
years, on account of the Indians. His nome 
was on the banks of the Kentucky river, and, 
assisted by his four sons, John, Jacob, Samuel 
and Joseph he commenced to develop the re- 
sources of the locality. One of the sons was 
the father of Daniel Hunter, a contemporary 
and comrade " the famous Daniel Boone. With 
his wile, Polly Judge, Daniel Hunter removed 
from Teen county, his birthplace, to Boone 
county, Mo., where he was one of the first white 
settlers. Their son, Capt. William Hunter, was 
born in the last mentioned county, and through- 
out his career has been an agriculturist. During 
the Civil war he served as a captain of a com- 
pany of Missouri infantry, and later, he became 
a resident of Texas, owning a farm near Austin, 
where he is yet living. Tis wife, formerly Edith 


Roberts, came of an old Missouri family, and 
by her marriage she had eight children. 
“The birth of C. C. Hunter occurred July 8, 


1842, on the pioneer farm in Boone county, 
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1152 PORTRAIT 
Mo., and there he was reared to maturity. Like 
his father and ancestors, he was a true friend 
to the Union, and when the war came on, en- 
listed and served throughout that bitter period 
of our country’s history in a Missouri regiment, 
subsequently joining the Grand Army of the 
Republic organization. At the close of the war 
he bought a homestead in Doniphan county, 
Kans., and in June, 1873, unfortunately removed 
to Jewell county, same state, where the plague 
of grasshoppers soon reduced his small fortine. 
In 1877 he located near White Rock, Republic 
county, Kans., and about two years later, de- 
siring to give his children better educational 
advantages, he took up his abode in Concordia. 
Buying thirty acres of land there, he turned his 
attention to market gardening and horticulture, 
meeting with success in his enterprises. At that 
time he invented the now well-known ‘ Hun- 
ter’s garden and seed drill,” and having organ- 
ized a company in Topeka, its manufacture was 
commenced. In 1888 he became a citizen of 
Topeka, as it was necessary for him to super- 
intend the new industry, and, though his in- 
vention found a ready market, infringements 
already had been made by envious competitors, 
and it required a fortune to uphold his rights. 
His son, William I°., now owns the patent, and 
has made some improvements upon the ovig- 
inal invention. He lives in California, where the 
drill is manufactured under his supervision. 

In September, 1891, C. C. Hunter filed a claim 
near Chandler, but for five years his eis were 
bitterly contested, and it was not his privilege to 
receive a title to the property in his lifetime. 
His widow prosecuted the case, however, and 
ultimately the authorities at Washington de- 
cided the matter, giving her a title-deed. Mr. 
Hunter had so thoroughly believed that he 
would win, in the end, that he instituted many 
valuable improvements, planting ten acres with 
a fine variety of fruit trees, and cultivating much 
of the property. Forty acres have been laid out, 
the tract being known as Hunter's Addition to 
Chandler, and this is being rapidly built up. The 
life of the estimable citizen, C. C. Hunter, came 
td a close while he was yet in his prime, March 
30, 1896, and, according to his expressed wishes, 
his interment took place upon the farm for which 
he had so valiantly fought, as he had long de- 
clared that he would never leave the place. 
From his boyhood he had been a faithful mem- 
ber of the Christian Church, and, carrying out 
his strong views on the temperance issue, he was 
an ardent Prohibitionist. To his children and 
posterity he leaves an untarnished name and 
creditable record, and his loss is deeply felt in 
this comiunity. 

Mrs. Elunter, 
the improvements planned by 


who is carefully following out 
her late hus- 
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band, is a lady of excellent business ability, as 
has been amply manifested. Tormerly Miss 
Myrtilla J. McRoberts, she was married at the 
home of her parents, Capt. J. W. and Sarah 
(Caldwell) McRoberts, who lived upon a farm 
near Mexico, Mo. She was born in Champaign 
county, Ohio, and her mother was a native of 
Cincinnati, but her father and both grand- 
fathers were WKentuckians. Her grandfather, 
William McRoberts, fought in the war of 1812, 
and at an early day located upon a Champaign 
county (Ohio) farm, which is still in the pos- 


session of his descendants. His wife, Martha, 
was a daughter of John Wynn, a pioneer of 


Kentucky and of Champaign county, Ohio. Her 
mother was Muyrtilla Minor, who was half Mo- 
hawk blood, related to the Powhatan family. 
The farm which was owned by Capt. J. W. Me- 
Roberts in his early manhood was in the vicinity 
of Urbana, Ohio, and later in life he was the 
proprietor of farms near Fulton, Mo., Audrain 
and Jewell countics, Mo. His title was earned 
during the war of the Rebellion, and. his last 
years were passed in Mankato, Kans., his death 
occurring in 1896. His wife also has been called 
to her reward, and their daughter, Susan, is de- 
ceased. Mrs. McRoberts’ father, Robert Cald- 
well, sprang from the same family as John C. 
Calhoun, and was a merchant in Cincinnati at 
the time of her birth, but later became a farmer 
of Champaign county, same state. Her mother, 
Anna, was a daughter of Charles Avery, one of 
the first settlers in Cincinnati, the builder of 
the first hotel in that city, and the one at whose 
home the first courts of the piace were held. 
Mrs. Hunter has two living brothers and four 
sisters.. /Dhe-eldést, Mrs. Mary... Block; re- 
sides in Oregon; Mrs. Martha B. Ward lives in 
Jewell county, Kans.: J. W. is an attorney and 
ex-judge of Mankato; Mrs. Jemima Hepler lives 
in California: Boustis is a farmer of Jewell 
county, and Mrs. Sarah ohipalan is in, Topeka. 

All. of ‘her eight children are spared to Mrs. 
C. C. Hunter, who has abundant reason to be 
proud of them. As previously stated, William 
I’, the eldest, is in California. John Arthur, the 
second, is ergaged in mining operations in 
Alaska, and Elmer is foreman in the plumbing 
department of the Santa Fe Railroad shops at 
Topeka. Paul is a hero of the Spanish-Amer- 
ican war, and went through the siege of Santi- 
ago, being one of the renowned ‘ ‘Rough Riders” 
commanded by Roosevelt; he is now manager 
of a paper in Alaska. The elder daughter, Mrs. 
Mattie Tenney, livessin Chandler, and the 
younger children, Edith, dgar and Joseph, are 
at home. 


In her religious faith Mrs. TWunter is a be- 
liever in the simple primitive Christianity, and 
is an active member of the Disciples’ or Chris- 
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MARTIN C. MORRILL, 
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tian Church, as was her noble husband. What- 
ever makes for the welfare of the people, she 
heartily endorses, and the influence for good 
which she exerts in her community cannot be 
overestimated. 


ARTIN C..MORRILL, deceased. Owing 
M to ill health contracted during the war, and 

accentuated by later arduous effort along 
the lines of his various interests, Mr. Morrill 
spent his last years in retirement from active 
business life, and rented his well-i -improved farm 
on the northwest quarter of section 24, township 
18, range I west, Payne county. Upon first 
coming to the territory, in 1880, he located upon 
this claim and at once began its improvement, 
with the result that it is now one of the best 
equipped in the locality. One hundred and thirty 
acres are under cultivation, the houses and out- 
buildings are of the best possible construction, 
the land is well fenced, and there is a good or- 
chard. 

Mr. Morrill had a long life of activity. He was 
born in Orange county, Vt., in 1833, and was a 
son of William and Mary (Martin) Morrill, na- 
tives, respectively, of Vermont and Connecticut. 
William Morrill served in the war of 1812. 
About 1845 he brought his family west and set- 
tled in Van Buren county, Iowa, where they 
were successful farmers for sixteen years. They 
next located in Macon county, Mo., where the 
father and mother both died, and where they are 
buried, nine miles south of Callao. The father 
was a brick and stone mason, which trade he 
had learned from his father, and which he had 
combined with his farming interests ever since 
he arrived at the age of twenty-one years, 

When the war broke out Martin Morrill was 
living in Macon county, Mo., and enlisted April 
15, 1862, in Company F, Second Missouri Cav- 
alry, which was mobilized in Macon and vicinity. 
The first engagement of the company was at 
Kirksville, with Gen. Joe Porter commanding 
the Rebel army of thirty thousand. The engage- 
ment lasted for three hours, and was won by the 
Second Missouri Cavalry. They also participa- 
ted in numerous other engagements, including 
Cape Girardeau, Pilot nob, and Cape Bluff, 
after which they were mustered out April 15, 
1865, at St. Louis. 

When peace was restored Mr. Morrill returned 
to his home in Missouri, and engaged in farming 
until 1874, when he removed to Clay county, 
Tex., and bought a farm, upon which he lived 
until 1888. He eventually sold this piece of land 
and went to Grayson county, of the same state, 
and bought an hundred acres of land for $1,000, 
which he sold in 1889 for $4,000. 

March 6, 1856, Mr. Morrill married [liza Fix, 
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daughter of William and Catherine Fix, of In- 
diana. To this\ couple were born eleven chil- 
dren, five of wh dm are living: Hattie, now Mrs. 
W hite, has seven Children. and is living in 
Hickory county, Mo.; William is a prosperous 
farmer, lives on!a claim adjoining that of his 
mother on the south, and has three children; 
Effie, who is the wife of Mr. Hopkins, has three 
children, and lives on the farm with her mother; 
IXdna is married to Mr. Kennedy, has two chii- 
dren, and lives in Payne county; and Pearl is 
living at home. A son, twenty-one years Oi age, 
died in Oklahoma in 1894, and the other children 
died sin infancy. 

In political affiliation Mr. Morrill 
Republican, his first presidential vote having 
been cast for Abraham Lincoln. “He held several 
important local positions, and for four years was 
justice of the peace. He was a member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, at Mulhall, and 
helped to organize the post at that place. Ar. 
Morrill won the respect and esteem of all who 
knew him, and who appreciated his honest and 
upright methods of conducting the business at- 
fairs of life. He did much for the advancement 
of the public good, and his death, in 1900, re- 
moved from the scene of his activities one of the 
county’s most reliable citizens. 


Was ever a 


AMES) Re, MABARFEY, .As..one of, the 
most progressive pioneers, and as the larg- 
est stone merchant in Pawnee, Mr. Mahat- 

fey has succeeded in establishing his claim as 
a reliable and substantial citizen, and in gaining 
the good-will and esteem of all who come within 


jhe range of his fine and upright business meth- 


ods and genial, optimistic personality. Elis con- 
nection with the territory began in September 
of 1803, when he located in the town of great 
promise, staked out some lots, and built a small 
residence for himself and family. He is now 
the possessor of the largest and finest stone 
dwelling in the place, and is, besides, the owner 
of ten other residences. To his skill as a con- 
tractor, builder and stonemason has been en- 
trusted a large number of the most prominent 
buildings in the locality, and his work is facili- 
tated by owning and operating his own quarry, 
which has proved a most satisfactory invest- 
ment. Tew have more lavishly contributed to 
the general growth of the city, or have more 
intelligently planned for its position among the 
landmarks of progress in the territory. 

Mr. Mahaffey comes of sturdy Scotch ances- 
try, and was born in Ripley, Brown county, 
Ohio, February 9,.1845. The paternal grand- 
father was born in Scotland, and upon crossing 
the seas to America, located with his family in 
Pennsylvania, and: later settled in Ohio, where 
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he died. His son, Samuel, the father of James 
I’., was also born in Scotland, and in early life 
learned the trade of stonemasonry, which he 
combined during the years of his activity with 
the occupation of builder and contractor. After 
living for a time in Ripley, Ohio, he located in 
Mount Pleasant, Lowa, and subsequently went 
to Washington county, Kans., in the vicinity 
of Strawberry, where he homesteaded a claim, 
and where he terminated his useful and active 
life in 1876. His wife, Eliza (Frazier) Mahaffey, 
was born in Pennsylvania, and was a daughter 
of Andrew Frazier, a native of the north of Ire- 
land, and of Scotch descent. He was a weaver 
of fine linens, and worked at his trade in Penn- 
sylvania, and later removed to Ohio, where he 
engaged in agricultural pursuits. Mrs. Mahaffey 
died in Washington county, Kans. She became 
the mother of nine children, seven daughters 
and two sons, of whom two sons ane three 
daughters are living, J. F. being the second 
youngest. One son, Alfred B., served Psa the 
Civil war in the Eleventh Iowa Regiment, and 
participated in twenty-eight regular engage- 
ments. He was wounded at the battle of Shi- 
foh, and is at the present time living in the ter- 
ritory. 

The youth of Mr. Mahaffey was spent in Rip- 
ley until 1855, when he went with his parents to 
Iowa, where he was reared to agricultural pur- 
suits. At the time, his educational facilities were 
extremely limited, but have been more than 
counteracted in later years by study along many 
lines, by keen observation, and an intuitive 
knowledge of human nature. In 1864 he em- 
barked upon an independent venture, and at St. 

.Louis, Mo., was in the employ of the govern- 
ment at Benton Barracks. In February of 1865 
he volunteered in Company F, Twenty-third 
Illinois, at Chteago, and until August of 1865 
was stationed at E Xichmond, Va. The company 
was mustered out at Chicago during August, 
and Mr. Mahaffey returned to Mount Pleasant, 
where his marriage took place. He then bought 
a farm in the vicinity of Mount Pleasant, Iowa, 
which was cleared and eventually sold, and in 
1870 came to Washington county, Kans., where 
he homesteaded a claim thirteen miles south of 
the town of Washington. For fourteen years 
he successfully engaged in agricultural pursuits, 
and at the same time worked at the trade of 
mason with the McGregors. In 1884 Mr. Ma- 
haffey located in Kingman, Kans., and engaged 
in the hotel business, and bought a farm near 
there, and in 1887 located in Reno county, 
Kans., near Arlington, and engaged in the mer- 
chandise business. A still later venture was in 
1890, when he removed to Hutchinson, of the 
same state, where he followed his trade of 
builder and contractor. Tle subsequently plied 
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his trade in Arkansas City, Fort Worth, Tex., 
and in Dallas, Tex., and in 1893 took up his per- 
manent residence in the newly opened territory, 
where he has since becn the leading builder, con- 
tractor and stonemason. 

April 8, 1867, occurred the marriage of Mr. 
Mahaffey and Maggie C. Forbes, a native of 
Mount’ Pleasant, lowa. Her father, Riley, was 
born in Ohio, and was a farmer. The paternal 
grandfather, Joseph, was also born in Ohio, and 
was one of the very early settlers of Mount 
Pleasant, Iowa. The mother of Mrs. Mah affey 
was formerly Lydia Heath, who was born in 
Indiana,. and a daughter of Lambert Heath, 
who was an early settler in Indiana, and in 1849 
removed to Texas. Mrs. Heath died in Indiana, 
and left eight children, four of whom are liv- 
ing. Mr. Heath contracted a second marriage, 
and of this union there were four children, who 
are since deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Mahaftey 
were born ten children, eight of whom have 
lived to mature years: Dora is now Mrs. Os- 

good, and lives in Kingman, Kans.; Frank A. 
is an agent for the Singer Sewing Machine 
Company at Pawnee; Harry O. is a merchant 
in Pawnee; [Tlora B. is now Mrs. Morton, of 
Pawnee; Omer H. is a blacksmith in Pawnee; 
Morris E. is a barber in Pawnee; Elmer L. is a 
printer in this town; and Mabel B. is a stenog- 
rapher. 

In national politics Mr. Mahaffey 1s a Popu- 
list, and has been prominently identified with the 
undertakings of his party. He served: for two 
terms as councilman, and was on the school 
board for three years. [Fraternally he is asso- 
ciated with the Masonic order, and is connected 
with Pawnee Lodge No. 17. Mrs. Mahaffey 
is a member of the Eastern Star. The Mahaffey 
family is one of the most delightful in the town 
of Pawnee, and their home is the scene of gen- 
erous hospitality and rare good fellowship. 
Much of their pleasure in life has been derived 
from their knowledge of and fondness for music, 
in which all of the family excel. During the resi- 
dence of Mr. and Mrs. Mahaffey in Kansas they 
were the life and spirit of the neighborhood, and 
furnished the music for many memorable fes- 
tive occasions, Mr. Mahaffey playing the violin 


and his wife the bass viol. 


ILLIAM., BRUINGDION; »:the i senior 
member of the firm of Bruington Bros., 
is an important factor in the business 

circles of Pawnee, and his popularity is well de- 
served, as in him are embraced the characteris- 
tics of an unbending integrity, unabated energy 
and industry that never flags. He is a leading 
merchant of the town, and as a public-spirited 
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citizen is thoroughly interested in whatever 
tends to promote the moral, social and material 
welfare of the community. 

Mr. Bruington was born near Monmouth, 
Warren? county; Ill, April 1, 1862; and'iis a 
worthy representative of honored pioneer fam- 
ies of that state. His paternal grandfather, 
Thomas Bruington, was born in Kentucky, and 
as early as 1835 removed to Illinois, where he 
followed farming throughout the remainder of 
his life. The father, James Bruington, was a 

native of Breckenridge county, Ky., and in 
early life engaged in farming and stock- raising 
in the Prairie state. For cight years he was a 
merchant of Galesburg, and on leaving that 
city in 1884 removed to Winfield, Kans., where 
he was engaged in the milling and grocery busi- 
ness for some time, and then located on his farm 
near that city, devoting the remainder of his life 
to agricultural pursuits. He died in 1898, and 
his wife departed this life in Kansas in 1900. 
She bore the maiden name of Jemima Wallace, 
and was a native of Warren county, IIl., where 
her father, Thomas Wallace, a native of Ken- 
tucky, settled in 1835 and continued to make his 
home throughout life. Of the ten children 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Bruington, four sons and 
four daughters are still living, and four of the 


number are residents of Pawnee, Okla., these 
being William, Edwin, Orla and Mrs. Cora 
Newby. 


During his boyhood and youth William Bru- 
ington attended the public schools of Illinois 
and Lombard University, at Galesburg. He also 
acquired an excellent knowledge of business at- 
fairs by clerking in his father’s store when not 
in school. In 1884 he accompanied the family 
on their removal to Winfield, Kans., and after 
“spending a short time upon the farm, became a 
partner of his father in the milling business, 
under the firm name of the Akron Milling Com- 
pany. They put in a roller process in the mill, 
and successfully conducted it in connection with 
the grocery business until 1890, when our sub- 
ject sold out and went to Attica, Harper county, 
Kans., where he opened a hardware and notion 
store. On disposing of his business there he 
came to Pawnee, Okla., in June, 1898, and in 
partnership with his brother Tdwin started a 
store, in which they carry general hardware, 
stoves, furniture of all kinds and undertaker’s 
supplies. They also have a fine line of sporting 
goods, and carry the largest stock of furniture 
and shelf hardware of any firm in the city. They 
also have a hearse. The brother of our sub- 
ject is a graduate of a school of embalming and 
has charge of that branch of the business. Their 
store is a two-story structure, 25XT40 feet, and 
they occupy both floors with their immense 
stock. As business men they rank among the 
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most popular in the city, being enterprising, pro- 
gressive and reliable 

William Bruington was married in Winfield, 
Kans., to Miss Lizzie M. Thompson, a native of 
Lebanon, Mo. Her father, Thomas Vhompson, 
removed from Ohio to that state, and later went 
to Kansas, but now makes his home with our 
subject in Oklahoma. He served in the Union 
army during the Civil war as a member of the 
Eighth Missouri Regiment, and followed farin- 
ing as a life-work. To Mr. and Mrs. Bruington 
were born two children: Lois, who died at the 
age of fifteen money and Lloyd, who is still 
living, 

In political: seatinient Mr. Bruington is a 
Democrat, though not radical. In the spring of 
1899 he was elected to the city council from 
the third ward and made president of the board. 
He is a charter member and director of the Com- 
mercial Club of Pawnee; is a member of the 
Odd Fellows Lodge of the city and the En- 
campment of Stillwater; and the Camp of Mod- 
ern Woodmen of Amcrica at Pawnee, of which 
he is venerable consul. Religiously he is an ac- 
tive and prominent member of the Congrega- 
tional Church, and is now serving as trustee of 


‘the same and superintendent of the Sunday- 


school. 


S. BADGER. Few men in the territory are 
more familiar with the conditions as they 
have existed from the opening in 1880, 
up to the present time, than is Mr. Badger.. As 
an hotel man, postmaster, farmer, stage coach 
driver, druggist, and all-around progressive citi- 
zen, he has watched the expanding possibilities 
of this truly wonderland of resource, and lent 
the aid of his intelligent and far-sighted discern- 
ment to the discovery of the best means of de- 
velopment and growth. As the proprietor and 

manager of the largest and best hotel in Paw- 
inees he has been instrumental in securing the 
interest of a large amount of the traveling pub- 
lic, and by judiciously catering to their ideas 
of comfortable surroundings and culinary expec- 
tations, has made himself a happy medium be- 
tween the tradesmen of the town and the sellers 
of goods. 

The early life of Mr. Badger was centered in 
Mercer county, Pa., where he was born Novem- 
ber 11, 1842. His parents, John and Lucinda 
(Fowler) Badger, were born, respectively, in 
New York, near Whitehall, and in Wheeling, 
W. Va. The paternal grandfather, Ephraim, was 
born in New York state, and in later life be- 
came a farmer near Windsor, Vt. The family 
is of Scotch descent, and the first members to 
come to America located in New Jéneland. 
John Badger was a manufacturer of potash in 
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Ohio, and continued in the same occupation 


after his removal to Mercer county, Pa. In 1854 
he located in Kansas City, going thence in 1855 
to Junction City, and eventually settling on a 
farm in the vicinity, where he farmed until his 
death, in 1868. The mother was raised in Ohio, 
and died in Milford, Kans., in 1897, at the age of 
eighty years. Yo this couple were born twelve 
children, who all grew to maturity, and ten of 
whom are living, ]. S. being the third oldest. 

In 1854 the Badger family left Mercer county, 
Pa., and settled at Junction: City, where J. S. 
received his education in the public schools. 
At the age of fifteen he entered government em- 
ploy at Fort Riley for two years, and later re- 
turned to the home farm, where he worked until 
the war. January 20, 1862, he enlisted in Com- 
pany F, Sixth Kansas Cavalry, at Fort Riley, 
and was engaged in Missouri and Arkansas, and 
mustered out in February of 1865, at Clarksville, 
Ark. Upon returning to his home, he bought 
a farm in what is now Grear county, and in 1867 
homesteaded a claim in Clay county, on Chap- 
man creek, near Oak Hill, Kans. After having 
conducted farming interests there for some time, 
he bought the old homestead near Junction 
City, but sold it after two years. He then re- 
turned to the vicinity of Oak Hill and farmed 
for two years. Later he engaged in the drug 
business until 1888. He then seas a short time 
in Kansas, and in 1889 came to the Otoe agency. 
As a government mail agent he drove the stage 
from Red Rock to Pawnee, and made a round 
trip every day in the week but Sunday. The 
contract closed in 1894, and he then discontin- 
ued to drive the stage. 

In the meantime, in the fall of 1893, Mr. Bad- 
ger had become interested in the hotel business, 
with a view to devoting his future efforts in that 
direction. He had erected a portion of the Na- 
tional Hotel, which has since been enlarged to 
its present proportions, of 66x66 feet. It con- 
tains forty rooms, and is the largest and oldest 
hotel in the town. He is now erecting a new 
modern stone hotel, adjacent to the present one, 
seventy-five feet square, the whole making 
75xX140 feet. 

In Clay county, Kans., occurred the marriage 
of Mr. Badger and Adeline Gebhart, a native of 
Kentucky. To this couple have been born six 
children, viz.: Maggie, who is now Mrs. Wit- 
croft, of Kansas City; John, assistant postmas- 


ter; Lucetta, assistant deputy postmaster: Nel- 
lic, also an assistant in the postoffice; Frank, 


who died at the age of twelve years; and Min- 
nie. In national polities Mr. Badger is affiliated 
with the Republican party, and is a firm adher- 
ent of its issues and principles. Hf{e was chair- 
man at the organization of the County Central 
Republican Committee. Tle is a member of the 


his buildings were destroyed by fire 
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Pawnee Post, G. A. R. Mrs. Badger is con- 
nected with the Methodist Episcopal Church. 





ieee MILLARD. One of the busiest, most 
energetic and most enterprising men of Paw- 

nee is the subject of this review, who is not 
only engaged in the harness and saddlery busi- 
ness in Pawnee, but also follows farming and 
stock-raising, Owning and operating one hun- 
dred -and sixty acres of land three miles from 
that place. He bears in his veins some of the 
best blood of our early colonists, and is in every 
way a splendid type of our best American citi- 
zenship. 

Mr. Millard was born in Ballston Spa, Sara- 
toga county, N. Y., June 7, 1835, and is the 
youngest child of Solomon and Jane (Van 
Ornam) Millard, the former a native of Still- 
water, Saratoga county, the latter of Albany, 
N. Y. His paternal grandfather, Johida Muil- 
lard, was born in England and emigrated from 
Yorkshire to New York state, where he fol- 
lowed agricultural pursuits. The battle of Sara- 
toga was fought on a part of his farm, and as 
at that time, 


he removed to Rock Creek, the same state. The 
maternal grandfather, Isaac Van Ornam, was a 
Holigunder: and an early settler of Albany. By 


trade our subject's s father was a hatter, but later 
in life he followed farming near Ballston Spa, 
and from there he removed to Cohoes, N. Y., 
where he died when past the age of ninety-one 
years. His wife passed away at Iredonia, Wil- 
son county, Kans., at a very advanced age. To 
them were born eleven children, of whom two 
sons and five daughters reached manhood and 
womanhood, and two sons and two daughters 
are still living. Our subject’s brother Solomon 
resides in Albany, NS 

In the county of his nativity, Isaac Millard 
was reared and educated, and at the age of fif- 
teen began learning the saddlery and harness 
trade, at which he served a four years’ appren- 
ticeship. In January, 1858, he went to California 
by way of New York and the Isthmus of Panama 
to San Francisco. Later he went to Walla 
Walla, Wash., which at that time was a govern- 
ment post, and there he worked at his trade for 
the government for a time. Subsequently he 
followed the same occupation at Portland and 
Albany, Ore., and during the summer was en- 
gaged in placer mining on the Moore's creek at 
Bannock, Idaho. He then returned to San 
T'ranciseo, and later crossed the mountains to 
Arizona, stopping at Tucson, from which place 
he engaged in freighting to Denver in the govy- 
ernment “employ until 1865. We next worked at 
his trade until the fall of 1866, when he returned 
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home, crossing the plains with a mule team to 
Atchison, Kans. ° 

Arriving in New York, Mr. Millard embarked 
in business at Seneca Falls, but having a long- 
ing for the west, he removed to Kansas in 1869, 
and located a claim four miles from Fredonia, 
which he improved. Not meeting with success 
in the cattle business, to which he gave his at- 
tention, he opened a shop in [Tredonia, and 
worked at his trade there and later at Elk City, 
Montgomery county, Kans. Subsequently he 
took up a homestead at Coneyville, the’ same 
state, remaining there until his removal to Paw- 
nee, Okla., in 1897. Here he has since success- 
fully engaged in the manutlacture of saddles and 
heavy and light harness, and to-day has the larg- 
est establishment of the kind in the place. He 
also carries on general farming and stock-rais- 
ing, as previously stated. 

At Fredonia, Kans., Mr. Millard wedded Miss 
Mary Clark, a native of Indiana, and they have 
become the parents of five children, namely 
Cary, a harnessmaker, now engaged in business 
with his father; Mrs. Lou Neal, a resident of 
Pawnee county; Isaac, a farmer of the same 
county; Solomon, and Ralph. The wife and 
mother holds membership in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and Mr. Millard is connected 
with the Masonic fraternity and the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. In politics he is inde- 
pendent. 


AMES L.MILLER,who has been a very suc- 
cessful farmer, and whose labors have con- 
tributed largely to the upbuilding and devel- 
opment of the west, now lives on the southwest 
quarter of section 21, township I1, range 3 east, 
Pottawatomie county. He is a native of Tippe- 
canoe county, Ind., his birth having occurred 
August 27, 1836. He resided upon the parental 
farm there until he was about seventeen vears of 
age, when he went with the family to Macon 
county, Mo. The parents, Thompson and (Isley) 
Miller, were thrifty agriculturists and gave their 
children fair advantages 
When he had reached a suitable age James L. 
Miller assumed much of the management of the 
homestead, as his father, who was a millwright 
by trade, was kept busy the greater part of his 
time in that calling. In 1861, the opening year 
of the war, when Missouri was a literal battle- 
held of the opposite factions, the young man be- 
came a member of the home euards, and in that 
capacity took part ina skirmish at Nirksville. In 
the following year he joined Company B, Sixty- 
second Missouri Infantry, and continued in the 
ranks until the close of 1864. 

In the meantime Mr. Miller had married Miss 
NM. GC. Griffin, October 27,, 1862. A native of 


-/) 
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Overton county, Tenn., she is a daughter of Wil- 
liam and Matilda (Gimmels) Griffin, and was 
eleven years of age when she went to Missouri 
with her family. Mary, eldest living child of Mr. 
and Mrs. Miller, is the wife of S. E. Tate, of Ma- 
con county, Mo., and has one daughter, Vassie. 
William T., elder son of our subject, married 
Viola Hesner, and has two children, Ora and 


Virgil. Elizabeth, wife of James Shanks, of this 
county, has one child, Thessie. James L. Miller, 


Jr., also of this county, chose Maude Burns tor a 
wife, and their two little ones are Lou and Earl. 
Cassie, the youngest of our subject’s family, is 
yet at home. 

In Macon county Mr. Miller owned and im- 
proved five hundred and twenty acres of land, 
and thus was known as one of the practical and 
enterprising business men of his community. In 
1895 he came to this territory, with a view to set- 
tlement here, and, liking the country, made ar- 
rangements enabling him to take possession of a 
quarter section of land, his present homestead, 
buying off two contestants to the land. In the 
spring of 1896 he planted a crop and during the 
summer lived in a tent. That autumn, after he 
had harvested his crop, he completed the house 
upon which he had spent his spare time, and his 
family soon were made thoroughly comfortable. 
Of late he has not only cultiv ated his own farm, 
but also has leased a quarter section of schoo! 
land. 

In 1860 Mr. Miller voted for Douglas, but four 
years later supported Lincoln, and ever since has 
been a stanch Republican. In Missouri he rep- 
resented his township in the county central com- 
mittee for several terms, and on one occasion, 
when made his party’s nominee for a position as 
county judge, he came within one hundred and 
one votes of being elected, though the Demo- 
cratic majority there had previously been about 
eight hundred. For a quarter of a century he 
served as superintendent of the Sunday-school of 
the Protestant Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Missouri, and both he and his wife are actively 
interested in the work of this denomination, be- 
ing members of the church. Before coming to 
this territory Mr. Miller was an active member of 
the Odd Fellows, Masons and Grand Army oi 
the Republic, being highly esteemed by the sev- 
eral fraternities. 


EORGE W. HUGHES, who is now sue- 
cessfully engaged in the grocery, bakery 
and confectionery business in) Pawnee, 
where he has made his home since September. 
1893, {was born, in. Covington, Ky., on the 
Sth of March, 1855, and is of Welsh descent. 
Tis paternal grandfather spent his entire Ife 
in Wales, his occupation being that of a farmer, 
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but four of his sons, ven, Harry, ee and 
George, came to America at an early day. John 
owned the mineral wells at Rome, Ga., and died 
at that place. Harry was in California when last 
heard from. George, a prosperous merchant of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and a prominent Mason, is 
now living a retired life in that city. 

Even Hughes, father of our subject, was born 
in Glamorganshire, Wales, and there learned 
the puddler’s trade. When a young man he 
came to the United States and first located in 
Cincinnati, where he married Margaret Evans, 
a native of Aberistworth, Wales, and a daughter 
of Thomas Evans, who brought his family to 
America and located on a farm near Pomeroy, 
Ohio. After his marriage Mr. Hughes made his 
home in Covington, Ky., until 1858, when he 
went to California by w ay of the Panama route 


and was successfully engaged in placer mining - 


at Cantonville for a time. He owned a farm 
near Salem, IIl., but spent his last days in St. 
Louis, Mo., where he died in 1892. His widow 
is now a resident of Emporia, Kans. Of the 
three children born to them our subject is the 
oldest and the only one who reached years of 
maturity. 

George W. Hughes lived with his parents in 
California in 1838 and 1859, and then went to 
Pomeroy, Ohio, where he made his home until 
his removal to Cincinnati in 1865. His educa- 
tional advantages were limited as he commenced 
work when a small boy. He acted as cash-boy 
in John Shelto’s store at Cincinnati for a time, 
and then learned the barber's trade in that city. 
In 1872 he went to Burlington, Kans., where 
‘he worked at his trade a short time, and then 
located a claim in the three-mile strip on the 
Oklahoma line. On disposing of his property in 
1875, he removed to Emporia, Kans., where 
he followed his trade, and on leaving that place 
went to Osage City to conduct the Royal meat 
market. Subsequently he was engaged in the 
nursery business at Femporia for eighteen 
months, and opened a barber shop in Eureka, 
IKxans., before the railroad was built to that 
place. Later he worked at his trade in Hum- 
boldt and Fredonia, and also conducted a res- 
taurant at the latter place for about twelve years. 

On the opening of this strip, Mr. [Hughes 
came to Pawnee in September, 1893, and started 
the first barber shop in the town. He crected 
a building on the south side of the square and 
worked at his trade until 1896, when he sold 
out his shop and started a lunch counter, which 
he has since disposed of. In the meantime he 
had opened a restaurant which he later sold and 
now conducts a grocery and a bakery which has 
a capacity of five hundred loaves of bread per 
day. He is also engaged in the manufacture of 
ice cream and confectionery, and does a large 
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catering business. He carries a good line of 
fancy groceries, and has built up an excellent 
trade. He leases a store building on the south 
sidé of the square, which, is, 31x31, feet:..As a 
business man he is prompt, energetic and re- 
liable, and commands the respect and confidence 
of all with whom he comes in contact. 

At Fredonia, Kans., was celebrated the mar- 
riage of Mr. Hughes and Miss Sadie FE. Reed, a 
native of Henry county, Ill, and a daughter of 
William Reed, who is now extensively engaged 
in farming near Fredonia. The children born 
to them are Aurellia, Grace, Bessie and Owen 
Reed. Mr.-Hughes is a prominent member of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Paw- 
nee. He joined the order at Fredonia, Kans., 
and there served as district deputy grand master. 
He was also high priest of the Encampment at 
that place, but now belongs to the Encampment 
at Stillwater, and has bee n a representative to 
both the grand lodge and grand encampment. 
He is a member of the Commercial Club at 
Pawnee. In his political affiliations he is an 
ardent Republican. He owns a substantial stone 
residence and six acres of valuable land, six 
blocks from the business portion of the city. 

cessful livery and feed business in Paw- 


RR * nee, Mr. Spinning has also been interested 
in the care and breeding of fine horses, and at 
the present time is the possessor of some of the 
best bloods in the territory. His success is un- 
doubtedly attributable to the fact that he has 
a natural fondness for the noblest of the mem- 


C. SPINNING. - While conducting a suc- 


bers of dumb creation, and knows how to de- 
velop and appreciate their intelligence and 
worth. 


From his Scotch and German ancestry Mr. 
Spinning inherits the sterling and reliable traits 
that we are apt to associate with the sons of 
these countries. A native of Watertown, N. Y., 
he was born August 18, 1859, and is a son of 
Jack Spinning, who was born in Cape Vincent, 
N. Y. The paternal grandfather, John, was born 
in Scotland, and upon coming to America with 
his parents, located in New York. His long and 
useful life was spent as captain upon the lakes, 
and after his retirement from active service, he 
died “in New y York... dais son, Jack.Spinning:; 
followed in his father’s footsteps, and as a boy 
spent the greater part of his time on the lakes. 
In 1860 he removed to Baxter Springs, Nans., 


where he engaged as a farmer and miller, and 
died in Cherokee county, Nans., in 1870. Tis 
wife, formerly Melinda Helmer, was born in 


of Philip Helmer, and also 
Ile was a farmer by ocecu- 


Canada, a daughter 
a native of Canada. 
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pation, and of German descent. Mrs. Spinning 
died at Wolf Island, Ontario. 

The only child of his parents, R. C. Spinning 
lived until his twentieth year in Watertown, 
N. Y., and was educated at the public schools, In 
1879, upon the.death of his father, he came to 
Kansas, and in 1880 entered the employ of Clen- 
denning & Jones, horse dealers, and for three 
years trailed horses from Texas to Kansas. 
When the demand for horses had subsided, and 
the prices became lower, he was employed by 
Colonel Townsend, of Towa county, now Lin- 
coln county, on his ranch, and here continued 
in the cattle business until the opening of the 
Oklahoma territory. He then bought a claim 
on the Cimarron river, upon which he lived for 
a.yeanwand) then, sold it... At the Sac and Fox 
opening in September of 1891, he bought a 
claim in what is now Payne county, near the 
Cimarron river, which he improved, and which 
is now in his possession. He also filed a claim 
upon a quarter section on Skull creek, Union 
township, Payne county, which was proved up, 
and improved. At the opening of the Cheyenne 
and Arapahoe reservations in April of 1893, Mr. 
Spinning was on hand with the many other as- 
pirants for land, but did not succeed in making 
any addition to his claims. 

September 16, 1893. he located at Pawnee, 
and opened a meat market which was success- 
fully conducted until April of 1899. In 1899 
he sold his claim in old Oklahoma, and re- 
moved:,to- Lebanon, Potter, county, S. D., 
and engaged in the livery business for eight- 
ecu months, or until 1891, when he returned 
to his claim on the Cimarron river. In the 
fall of 1899 he purchased the livery, feed 
and sale stable to which he has since turned his 
attention. The barn is a large and well con- 
structed affair, and has accommodations for one 


hundred horses. It is 50x130 feet in dimen- 
sions. Among the many valuable animals 
owned by Mr. Spinning may be mentioned 
Wilkesine, who is registered No. 30536, and 


has a record of 2: iA 5, and sired by Opulence; 
Lady Holmes, sired by Cassius M. Clay; Topsey 
M., sired by Joe Young; Daisy K., with record 
of 2:25; and Minnie Reed, by Bite Bull. On 
his farm there are many fine bred Jersey cattle. 
As an additional interest and source of revenue, 
Mr. Spinning is engaged in loaning money. 

In Payne county, Okla.. Mr. Spinning was 
united in marriage with Sarah FE. Tlarter, of In- 
diana, a daughter of John Tlarter, who was a 
miller by occupation, and who removed to Wan- 
sas, and then to the Osage Nation, where he 
eventually died. To Mr. and Mrs. Spinning has 
been born one child, Dennis T. In national 
politics Mr. Spinning is a Republican, but has 
never been an office secker. With the general 
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PLO3 
upbuilding of his locality he has 
inently identified, and is at all 
nized as an enterprising and reliable citizen 
He constructed the half mile track at Pawn 
and organized the Pawnee Driving Association 
He was president of the same until the ratiroad 
divided the track, since which the undertakines 
of the association are temporarily suspended, 


been prom- 
times recoy- 


FOUTS. The town of Carney is founded 
upon the energy, success and foresight o1 
the enterprising citizen and merchant, Mr 

Fouts. Before the residents of the promising 
locality lrad left their homes in the east and west 
and north and south, to cast their fortunes with 
its undeveloped possibilities, the accumulations 
of years of patient toil and application in the 
cattle business enabled Mr. Fouts and others to 
purchase the land upon which Carney has arisen, 
and to endow others with his faith in its pros- 
pects, to the extent that they came in and 
availed themselves of its fertility and excellence 
of situation. Since then he has kept pace with 
its growth, and stimulated many of its most sub- 
stantial and reliable enterprises. . 

In Sullivan county, Ind., Mr. Fouts was born 
in 1850, and was reared to the pursuit of farm- 


ing, under his father’s able instruction. He 
early acquired a talent for management, and 
in 187 6 went to Chase county, Kans., and as- 


Sinidl charge of a farm for Mr. Pinkston, of 
seven hundred acres. After remaining on this 
farm for three years he spent a year in Indiana, 
and in 1880 took up school land in Sumner 
county, Kans., near Geuda Springs. This land 
was improved and a deed taken out, and here 
Mr. Fouts lived until the fall of 1882, when sie 
went to the Cherokee strip and took charge o 
two enormous ranches. One was owned by S, 
H. Foss and comprised sixty-six thousand acres, 
and the other was located on Bitter creek, and 
was fifty-four thousand acres in extent. These 
ranches were devoted entirely to the raising of 
cattle, and Mr. outs had supervision over be- 
tween five and six thousand head of cattle, and 
a herd of several hundred horses. This laree 

responsibility was ably discharged until the 
Benin of Oklahoma in 1889, when he took a 
claim near Crescent City, Logan county, proved 
it up, and lived upon it for two and a half vears. 

In the fall of t8o9r Mr. Fouts sold his pos- 
sessions in Logan county, and came to Lincoln 
county, and engaged general merchandise in 
a small way. As the population increased, and 
the demands for his wares multiplied, he broad- 
ened out in his business, and continued the same 
for two anda half years. He then came to the 
site of Carney, and from that time began his 
association with the town of his adoption. In 
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August of 1893, he erected a good sized build- 
ing, 20x50 fect in dimensions, stocked it with 
a full line of general merchandise, and some time 
later built another store, which he stocked with 
furniture and undertaker’s materials, and has 
since busied himself with the successful man- 
agement of these concerns. 

In 1895 Mr. Fouts contributed still further 
to the prosperity of the town by erecting a 
cotton gin, in partnership with G. Z. Page, the 
firm operating under the name of the Carney 
Cotton Gin Company. When the concern had 
approached a paying basis Mr. Fouts sold out 
his interest to Mr. Page, and has since devoted 
his entire time to his mercantile enterprise. He 
also owns a comfortable and commodious dwell- 
ing. In politics Mr. Fouts is connected with 
the Democratic party, and 1s actively interested 
in its principles and issues. He has served for 
several years as township trustee and school 
treasurer. For twenty-eight years he has been 
a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, and is now Past Noble Grand of lodge. 

In 1882 occurred the marriage of Mr. Fouts 
and Lizzie Cummings, and of this union there 
is one daughter, Golda. 


ULIUS SANDERS NEWBY, county attor- 
torney of Lincoln county and one of the 
well-known lawyers of Chandler, has been 
identified with the history of this town and 
county since October of 1892. Soon after com- 
ing here, he became a member of the firm of Fra- 
zier & Newby, his partner being an influential 
lawyer who, in 1894, was elected county attor- 
ney. At the time Mr. Newby was selected to act 
as deputy county attorney, which position gave 
him his initial knowledge of the office in Okla- 
homa, and the information thus obtained has 
proved helpful to him in later vears. In 1899 
he became a member of the law firm of Newby 
& Decker. Meantime, he was active in political 
and public affairs. The Republican party, in 
1896, tendered him nomination as probate judge, 
but the fusionists were particularly strong dur- 
ing that vear and the Republican ticket met with 
defeat. In 1898 he was nominated for county 
attorney by his party and was elected by a fair 
majority, over the fusion ticket. He took the 
oath of office in January, 1899, and entered upon 
the discharge of the duties to which he has since 
given his close attention. He has been partic- 
ularly forceful in his work as an official. Law- 
abiding citizens are warm in their expressions of 
approval of his service. During a term of 
circuit court, lasting twenty-cight days, he suc- 
ceeded in having nineteen law breakers sen- 
tenced to terms in the penitentiary. He is not 
a candidate for re-election, preferring to devote 
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his time and efforts wholly to his practice, in 
which he so markedly excels. 

Near Arcadia, Ind., Mr. Newby was born 
August 31, 1859.. His father, Squire Newby, a 
native of Owen county, Ind., was a son of John 
W. Newby, who was a native of Pulaski county, 
lxy., and in 1827 settled in Owen county, Ind., 
thence in 1836 moved to Hamilton county, the 
same state, and improved a farm near Arcadia, 
where he died. His father, a Revolutionary sol- 
dier and a Virginian, was the first man who ever 
drove two yoke of cattle over the Blue Ridge 
Mountains when establishing his home in south- 
ern Kentucky. The family is of Scotch-Irish 
descent. 

The; active life’ of) Squire 
passed on a farm near Arcadia. 
he served as county commissioner. He married 
Mary Jane Collip, who was born near Straw- 
town, Hamilton county, Ind., a daughter of 
John Collip. Her father, by birth a Virgin‘an, 
settled in Indiana at an early day, and speculated 
in lands and real estate. He had the first gov- 
ernment entry to land where Indianapolis now 
stands, but the outlook was so unpromising that 
he did not rémain, Strawtown being more thriv- 
ing and mae a better chance of securing the 
capital site. The Collip family canie from Hesse, 
Germany. Mrs. Mary Jane Newby died in In- 
diana in 1874. Of her nine children, six attained 
mature years and four are living, Julius S. being 
the sixth in order of birth and the only one i 
Oklahoma. He was reared on a farm near Ar- 
cadia,*Ind. His education was begun in public 
schools, continued in Spicewood Academy, after 
which he spent a year in Butler University at 
Irvington, Ind. Be began to read medicine 
under his brother, Dr. John C. Newby, and Dr. 
Barber, with whom om studied for two years. In 

1879 he went to Louisa county, Iowa, and 
taught one term of school, returning then to 


Newby has been 
For two terms 


Arcadia, where he conducted a drug store for 
two years. In 1883 he settled on a farm in Tip- 


ton county, Ind., and the next year began a 
study law in Tipton. He was admitted to the bar 
in February, 1885, and came to Kansas, opening 
an office in Pratt Center, where he built up a 
general practice. In the fall of 1885 he removed 
to Wichita county, Kans., where, in the spring of 
1887 he was elected county attorney. During 
the county-seat, fight he secured the indictment 
of the men convicted as murderers. 

The climate of Kansas not agreeing with his 
wife, Mr. Newby removed to Missouri in 1800. 
In the fall of 1892 he came to Lincoln county, 
and has since made his home in Chandler. In 
1895 he located a claim in the Nickapoo country 
and this property he has to some extent im- 
proved. Te is a member of the Territorial Bar 
HcoedeGn and is interested in all matters per- 
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taining to the public welfare and general prog- 
ress of Oklahoma. ¢ ; 

In Arcadia, Ind., August 8, 1880, Mr. Newby 
married Miss Hester \. Miller, who was born 
in Tipton county, Ind. iler father, Daniel Mil- 
ler, was a native of Pennsylvania, and in an 
early day accompanied his parents to Hamilton 
county, Ind., where he engaged in farm pur- 
suits. The family of Mr. and Mr. Newby con- 
sists of nine children, viz: Roland, Orrin and 
Earnest (twins), Lenna,, Icittie, Mary, Edith, 
Harry and HElester. 


EPHEUS A. HAYES. comes vof ,a. family 
A Whose members have ever been a eredit to 

the localities in which their lot has been 
cast, and to the occupations which have engaged 
their attention and uae He was born in Cal- 
houn county, Mich., September 11, 1848, and is 
a son of Horace B. id Martha (Robinson) 
Hayes. His father is held in fond remembrance 
by his industrious and successful son, for he was 
a man of mark in the community in which he 
lived, and possessed many fine traits of mind 
and character. When a young man he went 
from the county of his birth, Seneca county, 
N. Y., to- Michigan, but after a time returned 
and married, his wife being a native of Albany, 
N. Y. He then returned to Michigan, where he 
spent the remainder of his days. During his 
younger days he profited by excellent educa- 
tional advantages, and practically applied his 
knowledge, as a school teacher. As a stanch 
Republican he wielded an extended influence, 
and for many years held the office of justice of 
the peace. He was a profoundly religious man 
and served as deacon in the Free Will Baptist 
Church, of which he was treasurer for a great 
*many years. His enterprising life terminated in 
Calhoun county at the age of sey enty-five years 

The mother of A. A. Hayes died in 1861, when 
he was.thirteen vears of age. Of her marriage 
one daughter and five sons were born, A. A. 
being the third child. Tn 1864 the father married 
again, his wife being Avaline Hyde, by whom he 
had two daughters and one son. 

Like his father, Alpheus Haves had fortunate 
opportunities for acquiring an education, and his 
training in the public schools was supplemented 
by two terms at Tlillsdale College. Had he had 
the inclination sce could have studied still fur- 
ther, but at the age of nineteen his independent 
spirit asserted itself, and he longed to start out 
in the world for himself. Tor seven years he 
worked by the month in different capacities, and 
in 1873 was united in marriage, in Linn county, 
Mo., with Margaret Bullock. who was born in 
Lenerick, Canada, a daughter of Archibald and 
Jane (Boyles) Bullock. When but three years 
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of age her parents emigrated to Hancock county, 
Ill., and went from there to Linn county, Mo., 
when she was fourteen. 

After his marriage Mr. Hayes purchased 
eighty acres of land in Linn county and for 
seven years conducted successful agricultural 
and stock-raising enterprises. He then removed 
to Sullivan county and bought three hundred 
and eighty acres, and continued his former occu- 
pations on a much extended scale. His land 
was extremely wild and uncultivated, and re- 
quired much arduous application to reduce it to 
a condition of utility and resource. In 1891 Mr. 
Hayes followed a still leading ambition, and in 
Oklahoma sought to succeed on even broader 
lines. He purchased a claim on the northwest 
quarter of section 16, township 8, range 2 west; 
later bought the southeast quarter of section 9, 
township 8, range 2; subsequently added to 
his possessions the southeast quarter of section 
26, township 8, range 2, and recently acquired 
the northwest quarter of section 15, township 8, 
range 2 west. He is thus one of the largest land- 
owners in Cleveland county. His claims are 
fitted with all modern improvements, and farm- 
ing is here conducted in the most scientific and 
up-to-date manner. Tor the past eight years he 
has operated a threshing machine. In national 
politics he is affiliated with the Republican party, 
although he is not an office-seeker. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Hayes have been born nine 
children, of whom Martha, the oldest, died when 
two years old, and Justin, the second, died when 
six years old; both were born in Missouri. 
Seven children are now living, viz.: Cora, who 
is the wife of Russell Chastine, has one child, and 
lives in Norman; Edwin, who was born in Linn 
county, Mo., October 28, 1888; Evelyn, Ger- 
trude, Mabel, Noble and Nora. AH were born 
in Missouri red the two youngest, who were 
born in Oklahoma. Mrs. Hayes is particularly 
interested in floriculture, and her flower garden 
is very attractive to the eye, showing the results 
of her care and painstaking oversight. 


MERY, A. FOSTER, a well-known attor- 

ney-at-law of Chandler, is a worthy repre- 

sentative of a stanch colonial family of 
Massachusetts, and many of his relatives, on 
the maternal as well as on the paternal side, 
have achieved distinetiop in the annals of New 
Iengland and the United States. They have been 
noted for loyalty to the government, for abso- 
lute integrity of character, and for marked tal- 
ents of mind. Several generations of the Fos- 
ters were identified with the development of the 
Bay state and with Vermont, and the great- 
ereat-grandfather of the subject of this article 
ofhiciated with the rank of a captain in the war 
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for independence. Nathan, grandfather of E. 
A. Foster, was born in New York state, and 
thence removed to Edgerton, Wis., when that 
state was considered on the western frontier. 
Later he went to Iowa, where he was living 
when he received summons to the silent land. 


The parents of our subject are Goodell and 


Madee (Hamilton) Foster, natives of Adams, 
N. Y., and Wisconsin, respectively. Uhe latter 
is a daughter of Horace Hamilton, who was 


born in Alfred, N. Y., and was a prominent con- 
tractor of Milton, Wis., until his death. His 
family originated in Rhode Island several gen- 
erations ago, and there were related ‘to “the 
Greenes and to Roger Williams. In his early 
manhood Goodell Foster obtained a good educa- 
tion, and, after studying law in Ottawa, Iowa, 
was admitted to the bar. Subsequently he was 
occupied in professional labors in Dayton, Mo., 
and Independence, Kans., where he now resides. 

The birth of Emery A. Foster occurred in 
Dayton, Mo., in 1868, he being the eldest of 
five children, two sons and three daughters. 
His early years were passed chiefly in Independ- 
ence, where he attended the grammar and high 
schools. His education was completed in Mil- 
ton College, of Milton, Wis., where he pursued 
his studies for three years, and in the University 
of Michigan. Supplementing his literary course 
by a course in law, he returned to Kansas, 
and was admitted to the bar in Independence 
in 1880. 

On the day of Oklahoma’s opening to the 
settlement of the white race, Mr. Foster came 
within its borders, and for about two and a 
half years was engaged in the practice of law 
in Guthrie. In September, 1891, he came to 
Chandler, where he has been successfully forg- 

.ing his way to the front ranks of his profession. 
His franchise he uses in behalf of the nominees 
of the Republican party. 

The marriage of Mr. Foster and Miss Hattie 
Wagner was solemnized in Guthrie in 1891. She 
was born in Sac county, Iowa, and in her girl- 
hood received excellent educational advantages. 
Two little daughters and one son bless the hearts 
and home of this estimable couple, their names 
being, respectively: Ruth, Gladys and Emery 
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ILLIAM J. ARTHUR. A business en- 
terprise well known in Oklahoma county, 
and particularly in the northern part 

thereof, is the one owned by Arthur & Adams, 
Duyers and ginners of cotton, an owners of cot- 
ton- gins at Edmond, on the Santa Fe Railroad, 
and Ar lewties r, on the St. Louis & San Trancisco 
Railroad. At the opening of Oklahoma, on the 
famous 22d of April, 1889, Mr. Arthur made the 
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run into the territory and secured a claim on 
Bluff creek, in Oklahoma county, where he has 
engaged in farm pursuits, in addition to the man- 
agement of his business interests. 

Born in Philadelphia, Pa., in January, 1848, 
William J. Arthur received a common-school 
education in his native city. His father, John 
Arthur, was of Scotch parentage, his ancestors 
having come from Ayr. His mother, Nancy 
(Standish) Arthur, was of Iénelish birth, having 
been born in Lancaster, England. About 1847 
they came to the United States from London- 
derry, Ireland, and settled in Philadelphia, Pa. 
During the Civil war John Arthur enlisted in 
the Fiehty- eighth Pennsylvania Volunteer In- 
fantry, and soon after being mustered out, in 
1865, he died from the effects of wounds received 
and disease contracted in the service. 

At an early age William J. Arthur entered the 
employ of the Mine Hill and Schuylkill Haven 
Railroad Company, serving as messenger and 
rod boy in the engineer corps. In 1863 he joined 
the United States navy, and until the end of the 
year 1864 served in the South Atlantic squadron 
on blockade duty off the coasts of South Carolina 
and Georgia, participating in the engagements 
and bombardment of the city of Charleston. His 
term of enlistment having expired, he immic- 
diately joined the army, and was assigned to the 
Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, 
Army of the Potomac, with which command he 
participated in the different engagements around 
Richmond; the storming of Petersburg, etc., 
until the final surrender of Lee’s army at Appo- 
mattox Court House. Afterward he went to 
Washington and took part in the grand review. 

The war being over, and Mr. Arthur having 
been mustered out, he spent a short season in 
Philadelphia, after which he went to Omaha, 
Neb., and took service with the Pacific Raiiroad, 
working in their car and machinery departments 
at Omaha, Neb.,. and Sacramento, Cal., about 
three years. In 1868 he married Dora Shatswell, 
of Waukegan, IIl., daughter of George and Es- 
ther (Thayer) Shatswell, the, former of Salem, 
Mass., whose ancestors were settlers of that piace 
during colonial times and were long connected 
with shipping interests. The Thayers were set- 
tlers of Salem during the reign of King George 
the Third. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
are Edwin S., born in Jue, 1878; William J., 
Jr., December, 1882; and Annie, September, 
884. 

In 1872 Mr. 
St. Louis; 


Arthur entered the service of the 
Tron Mountain & Southern Railroad 
Company, remaining with the same until 1882, 
when the Gould interests secured control of the 
road. TlTis services were later engaged by the 
Cotton Belt Ratlroad (or St. Louis & Southwest- 
ern, as it was afterward called), and he held po- 
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sitions of trust, from foreman to superintendent, 
in the machinery department of that road. In 
1889 he gave up service with that road and cast 
his lot with the new country of Oklahoma, where 
he has since made his home, on the southwest 
quarter of section 15, Spring Creek township, 
Oklahoma county. In July ot that year his fam- 
ily joined him, and together they commenced the 
task of developing the property. Finding the 
soil adapted to cotton-raising, Mr. Arthur has 
made a specialty of that crop, and in 1891 builta 
gin on his farm, but, desiring better facilities for 
transportation, he moved the gin to Edmond, 
where he has since continued in business. In 
T&o8 he built a gin in the town of Luther, in the 
northeastern part of Oklahoma county. By-de- 
grees he has increased his business until he is 
now the most extensive ginner and buyer of seed 
in this part of the territory. A natural mechanic, 
he instituted many improvements in his cotton- 
gins, and this, doubtless, led to much of his suc- 
cess. His two partners attend to the operation 
of the gins, while he gives his attention chiefly 
to farming. He makes a specialty of caring 
Shorthorn cattle and standard-bred horses, it 
herds of cattle being quite large. In politics he 
is a stanch Republican. He is well pad in all 
the leading issues of the day and performs his 
whole duty as a citizen, neighbor and head of a 
family. 


on 
C 


in 


RS. SARAH SIMKINS. . While substan- 
tiating the increasingly prevalent beliet 
among thinking people in the simpler 

methods of healing over the more complex Nee 
Simkins has won for hersclf Mee aarab le prom- 
inence in Orlando, the town of her adoption, 
and the neighboring districts. 

"A native of West Vi rginia, she was reared ona 
farm there until her fourteenth year, when she 
moved with her family to Knox county, Ill. Her 
father, Richard Benson, who died in Knox 
county, had been a soldier in the Mexican war: 
her.mother, Rebecca (Mowry) Benson, was a 
native of West Virginia. 

Sarah Benson was fortunate in receiving an 
excellent education and in being surrounded by 
influences of a particularly broadening and ele- 
vating nature. She was ambitious of work along 
out of the ordinary lines, and mental science 
seemed to offer scope for her reserve force. After 
taking a course in the science her convictions 
were strenethened, and later she studied with 
Professor Weltmer, of Nevada, Mo., since which 
time she has been in constant practice, and has 
won the confidence of the community by her 
skillful handling of cases of a parti icularly ag- 
gravating and complex nature. In 1875 Miss 
Benson became the wife of John Simkins, who 


- 
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was born in Knox county, HL, and engaged in 
farming there, owning property one and one- 
quarter miles north of Maquon. From the time 
of attaining his majority he has always given his 
allegiance to the Democratic party, being a firm 
believer in its principles. His parents, Noah and 
Sarah Jane (Duvall) Simkis, were pioneers df 
Knox county, where they were widely and favor- 
ably known. In 1898 Mr. and Mrs.Simkins came 
to Oklahoma and bought a claim of one hundred 
and sixty acres, situated about tiree miles 
northwest of Orlando. Out of that claim they 
are evolving a valuable farm. ‘They are the 
parents of two children. The son, Charles, was 
born in Knox county, Ll., and now lives in Min- 
nesota; he is married and has one child. The 
daughter, Grace, is the wife of Horace G, South- 
ard: they and their two children reside in Perry, 


Okla. 


W. WITTEN, M. D. As a member of the 
medical profession, Dr. Witten stands 
among the foremost residents of Okla- 

homa City. He is one of the substantial and 
progressive men who entered the borders of 
Oklahoma Territory after it had been opened. 
In Oceana, W. Va., he was born, March 13, 
1857, and is a son of R. W. Witten. His great- 
grandfather, William, who descended from Eng- 
lish and Scotch ancestry, was born in old Vir- 
ginia, and fought in the Revolutionary war. 
Thomas G. Witten, the grandfather, was born in 
Virginia, and settled in Grundy county, Mo., 
where he carried on farming until his death. 

Born in. Tazewell county, Va., R. W. Witten, 
after the removal of the family to Missouri, en- 
tered the St. Louis Medical College, from which 
he later graduated. Returning to his native 
state, he entered upon practice in his chosen pro- 
fession. When the Civil war broke out he be- 
came a surgeon in the Confederate army. After 
that deadly struggle had been brought to a close, 
he settled in Edinburg, Mo., where he remained 
some time. Going from there to Trenton, Mo., 
he built up a larce practice and for years was 
one of the prominent physicians of the town, 
but in 1897 he joined his son, FE. W., in Okla- 
homa City. He married Miss Sarah ig Riggs, 
a native of Guyandotte, W. Va., and a daughter 
of Greenville Riggs, who was a native of North 
Carolina, and for some years a planter of West 
Virginia. Our subject has three brothers: T. 
A., an attorney in Kansas Citv; W. W.., editor 
of the States Duty, at St. Louis: and-R: P.) a 
resident of Oklahoma City. 

In 1868, when his parents went to Grundy 
county, Mo., Fe. W. Witten accompanied them 
and later completed his common-school educa- 
tion at Idinburg. Until the senior year he at- 
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tended Grand River College, of Edinburg. For 
the next seven years he was in a drug store in 
Trenton, and in the meantime studied meaicine 
under his father. In 1879-80 he attended the 
medical college at Keokuk, Iowa, then returned 
to the drug business for several years. Subse- 
quently he became a student in the Missouri 
Medical College, at St. Louis, from which he 
graduated in 1889. Until the fall ot 1890, he 
practiced in Trenton, Mo., but in that year he 
located in Oklahoma City, where he has since 
built up an extensive practice. He has fine office 
rooms in the Bloomfield block, and is one of the 
leading physicians of his adopted city. 

December 27, 1890, Governor Steele ap- 
pointed Dr. Witten a member of the first Ter- 
ritorial Board of Pharmacy Examiners, and he 
served one year as president of the same. In 
1894 he was appointed county and city physician 
and served two terms as such. In 1893 he was 
appointed by President Cleveland as a member 
of the United States Board of Pension Exam- 
iners, and was reappointed under President Me- 
Kinley. He is now a member of the city board 
of health, also examining physician for the 
Woodmen of the World, Fraternal Home and 
Royal Tribe of Joseph. The Territorial Medical 
Association numbers him among its members. 
Recognized as a public-spirited and progressive 
man, he has many friends throughout the city 
and county of Oklahoma. 


AROLD C. BRUNT. Not often does 

happen that men twenty-five years of age 

are chosen to fill responsible public or 
political positions, and when the subject of the 
article was honored by being made a delegate 
to the national convention of the Democratic 
party, at Chicago in the summer af 1806, it 
seemed that the wise saying of the seer that “old 
men for counsel” was ignored, and it is a well 
known fact that he was the youngest delegate 
sent from Oklahoma. That he carried out the 
wishes of his party friends goes without saying, 
and in every respect he justified the confidence 
reposed in him. 


Well trained in the tenets of the Democratic. 


party by his father, John R. Brunt, our subject 
is no more ardent worker in its ranks than is 
his father. That gentleman, who is a very pop- 
ular citizen of Anderson, Ind., was nominated 
as a member of congress in 1896, but, owing 
to the usual large Republican majority of his 
district, he was not elected. Of English descent, 
he is a son of Thomas Brunt, who was born in 
North Carolina, and at a very early day located 
in the neighborhood of Anderson, Ind., there 
passing his declining years. Early in 1866, when 
sixteen years of age, he went to K: ansas, and 
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for several years was engaged in mercantile ven- 
tures at St. Paul. For cicht successive years 
he served as sheriff of Neosl ho county, and ‘from 
1885 to 1889 was postmaster at Osage Mis- 
sion. In addition to this, he was the editor of 
the Neosho County Journal for some time prior 
to 1889, when he returned to his old Anderson 
(Ind.) home, where he has been engaged in the 
a industry ever since. In the fraternities, as 
well as in his political and business circles, he 
is held in high esteem, being a‘ Mason, Odd 
Fellow and Knight of Pythias. His wife was, 
Miss Lois C. Van Laningham prior to their 
marriage, and the four children who. blessed 
their union are yet living. Mrs. Brunt was 
born in Indiana, of which state her paternal 
grandfather was an early settler. 

The birth of Harold C. Brunt, the eldest of 
the parental family, and the only one in Okla- 
hoa, took place in St. Paul, Kans., September 
[7, 1871. In the public schools of Neosho 
county he received a liberal education, complet- 
ing the same in the Fort Scott Normal, which 
he attended until he arrived at his senior year. 
Then, going to the town of his birth, he obtained 
a position as a clerk in the.city bank, and at the 
end of a year sticceeded-his father as editor of 

the Neosho County Journal, with which paper 
he was connected for three years, or until the 
fall of 1892. In October he came to Chandler, 
and became assistant cashier of the Hoffman. 
Charles & Conklin State Bank, which had been 
incorporated with a capital stock of $5,000. He 
belongs to its board of directors. Fraternally 
he is a Knight of Pythias. 

After coming to this wide-awake little city, 
Mr. Brunt built a pretty modern residence, and 
the lady who now presides over its hospitalities 
was Miss Alma T°. Reynolds prior to their mar- 
riage. She is a native of Marceline, Mo. They 
have one child, Blanche, born January 29, 1900. 
Mrs. Brunt’s parents, Mr. and Alrs. A. D. Rev- 
nolds, were early settlers near Chandler, but now 


reside in Olympia, Wash 
Ee. subject of this article is justifying the ex- 
pectations of his fellow-townsmen who 
conferred upon him the highest municipal giit 
of the people. He was elected to the office in 
September of 1900, and seems amply qualified 
for the responsibility incident to the develop- 
ment of a promising town. 

A native of Champaign county, Ohio, Mr. 
Devore was born in 1847, and ts the son of f Jaco 
and Lydia Devore, who were born in Ohio, and 
whose days of usefulness were passed in that 
Staten tino to hiswtitteentiy wear, the. life of 
their son Rollin was fashtoned on the lines of 


J. DEVORE. As mayor of Tonkawa, the 
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the average farm-reared boy, and was practically 
Without more than passing interest. He was 
destined, however, to meet with the serious and 
even tragic side of life at an age when most boy's 
are joyful of heart, for the call to arms in I86I 
was no respecter of persons or age. With the 
enthusiasm of fifteen, and the desire for adven- 
ture, he enlisted in Company H, Sixty-sixth 
Ohio Infantry, at North L ouisburg, Ohio, June 

-1862. A brother accompanied him, and his 
War experience was doubly saddened by the 
loss of this brother at the battle of Port Repub- 
lic, June 9, 1862. He participated in the battles 
of Cedar Mountain, Antictam, Chancellorsville, 
Gettysburg, and was then transierred to the 
western army, and was in the battle of Peach 
Tree Creek, where he was wounded by a rifle 
ball in the leg. This accident interfered with 
his active service, and necessitated a sojourn 
of several weeks in the hospital. Upon recov- 
ering he assisted in drafting men in Olio. June 
15; 1865, he was honorably discharged at Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, having served his country for 
three years and fourteen days 

Following his war7experiences, Mr. Devore 
went to Adams county, lowa, where he engaged 
in agricultural pursuits for eighteen years, and 
became identified with the best interests of the 
locality. Though comparatively successtul here, 
he decided that the newly opened territory of 
Oklahoma held greater possibilities, and hence 
removed to Guthrie, where he resided for a year. 
He later removed to the region inhabited by 
the Tonkawa Indians, and leased a farm, upon 
which he lived until 1893. With the multitude 
of others similarly inclined, he made the run, 
and located on the southwest quarter of section 
35, township 26, range I west, which he at once 
proceeded to improve, and which he sold after 
the expjration of seven years, having vacated 
about four months ago. 

In October of 1899 Mr. Devore moved into 
the town of Tonkawa, where he has since re- 
sided, and which he contemplates making his 
future home, and the scene of his efforts and 
enterprise. About 1871-72 he was united in 
marriage with M. J. Miller, a daughter of J. H. 
and Lovina Miller. Of this union there are three 
children, Oliver. Lewis, and Ora. Mrs. Devore 
died in 1880. Mr. Devore contracted a second 
marriage in 1883 with Angeline MeMillen, and 
to this couple have been born five children, viz.: 
Earl, Noel, Hopie, Hazel and Susan. 

In politics Mr. Devore is a stanch supporter 
of the Republican party and has been identified 
with many of its most important undertakings. 
‘He cast his first vote on a freight train, during 
the war, for Abraham Lincoln, at the age of 
seventeen years. In 1871 he became identilied 
with the Masonic order in Ohio, and is now ar- 
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ranging to organize a lodge in Tonkawa. <A hall 


is being erected for the purpose, of which Mr. 
Devore is a stockholder. He is a member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic and is assisting to 
organize a branch in his adopted town. 


USTIN ELLIS. As purveyor to the people 

of Carney in the general merchandise line, 

i I‘llis caters to a continually increasing 
trade, which is but the expected result of this 
sonnei merchant’s upright methods of con- 
ducting business, his desire to please, and his 
intelligent knowledge of the demands of the 
community. Men in like positions have ever 
been widely instrumental in assisting the growth 
of their respective localities, for upon their tact 
and discretion and kindliness, no less than upon 
the quality of material sold by them, rests much 
of the good fellowship and sy mpathetic co-oper- 
ation necessary in all promising and expanding 
towns. 

Mr. Ellis was born in Russell county, Ky., in 
1855, and is a son of Elijah and Adaline Ellis. 
His early life was spent in Shelby county, Ind., 
whither his father had removed before the war. 
Elijah Ellis was a prominent man during his 
active years, and served his country in the “Civil 
war as captain of an Indianapolis troop of cav- 
alry. In 1889 he made the run to the territory 
and located on his claim near Columbia, King- 
fisher county, where he died in 1899. After a 
vouth spent in learning to be a good farmer, 
and in attendance at the district schools, Austin 
Ellis went in 1876 to Suniner county, Kans., 
with his father, and thence to Franklin county, 
Kans., where they sha ea for eleven years. 
In 1885 he returned to Sumner county, and en- 
tered the general merchandise business at 
Cicero, remaining there until the opening of the 
Towa country, when he made the run and set- 
tled on the southwest quarter of section It, 
township 15, range 3. This claim has since 
been placed under a high state of cultivation, and 
has a good orchard and vineyard. Thoueh still 
in the possession of Mr. Ellis, this farm is at 
the present time being run by his sons. 

In 1895 Mr. Ellis opened his general mer- 
chandise store in Carney, and later met the de- 
mands of an increased stock by erecting a 
larger building. With the politics of the locality 
he has had much to do, and has been prominent 


as a member of the Democratic party. For 
one term he served as justice of the peace, and 
was the second postmaster of the town and 


served for four years, having been appointed 
by Cleveland. Fraternally he is a member of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and the 
Woodmen of the World. Ile is active in all that 
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pertains to the upbuilding of his town and 
locality, and generously contributes both time 
and money to further any good and reliable 
cause. : 

Mr. Ellis has been twice married. Jn 1881 he 
was united with Zette Hill, who died in 1889 
and left three children, William C., Ernest A., 
and Jessie M. The present Mrs. Ellis was form- 
erly Mary E. Morgan, and she is the mother 
of two children, Adaline and Irma Innes. 


F, AYARS, county treasurer of Lincoln 

county, is one of the public-spirited resi- 

dents of Chandler and is especially worthy 
of praise owing to his endeavors in behalf of the 
railroad at this point. Realizing the great need 
of transportation before Chandler could attain 
any size as a city, he used all of his influence 
to secure the Frisco extension, and it was, to 
a large degree, the result of his labors that the 
right of way was finally secured through the 
county. The value of this road to Chandler and 
the surrounding country is admitted by all. 

At Monticello, Lewis county, Mo., Mr. Ayars 
was born in 1841. His father, Jephtl 1a, a native 
of Cumberland county, N. J., was a son of 
James Ayars, whose father came from Scotland 
and settled on a farm in New Jersey, remaining 
there constantly until his death. The grand- 
father served in the Revolutionary war. When 
a young man, Jephtha Ayars removed to Mis- 
souri, where he engaged in contracting and 
building. In 1845 he settled in Potosi, Grant 
county, Wis., and there engaged in lead mining 
for many years, but finally removed to Kan- 
sas, where he died. In slavery days he was 
noted as a strong abolitionist. He married Mar- 
garet Thomas, who was born on the Green river 
in Kentucky, and whose father, James W. 
Thomas, was a companion of Daniel Boone and 
a pioneer of Missouri. Like his illustrious 
friend, Mr. Thomas was exceedingly fond of 
hunting. Many of his happiest days were spent 
with his gun, in search of the wild game that 
roamed through the forests of Kentucky and 
Missouri, At one time he owned slaves, but 
becoming conned of the injustice of the sys- 
tem he freed all of the negroes on his planta- 
tion. Afterward he went to California, and while 
there, on a hunting expedition, he was accident- 
ally killed by his horse falling over a precipice. 
Ile was then more than eighty years ofage. His 
daughter, Mrs. Margaret Ayars, died in Kansas 
in 1898. Of her six children, all but one are liv- 
ing. One of the sons, J. B., is a farmer in Lin- 
coln county, Okla. 

The oldest of the family, J. F. Ayars, was 
reared in Wisconsin and received his education 
principally in the Lancaster high school. In 
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July, 1861, he enlisted in Company F, Tenth 
Wisconsin Infantry, and was mustered into the 
service at Milwaukee, from which city he went 
to the front. From that time forward he par- 
ticipated in many hard-fought battles and severe 
campaigns. He was present at the battles of 
Bridgeport, Ala., Perryville, Ky., Murfreesboro, 
Tenn., the siege of Vicksburg, the battle of Black 
River Bridge, the engagements at Champion 
Hill and Fort Gibson, and the burning of Austin, 
Miss. At Coleman’s Corners, Miss., his regi- 
ment was surrounded by the enemy and was 
forced to cut its way out, in the midst of a bap- 
tism-of fire. Later he took part in-the battles 
of Milligan’s Bend and Duck River Shoals, and 
went with General Banks on the Red River ex- 
pedition. It was during this expedition that 
he was a participant in the capture of a fort. 
Later he was a member of the body guard of 
Gen. A. J. Smith, with whom he was at Lake 
Village, Ark., and Greenville, Miss. In January, 
1863, he was honorably discharged from the 
service. However, he soon afterward re-en- 
listed, becoming a member of the Mississippi 
Marine Brigade, with a commission as first ser- 
geant. In the fall of 1864 he was placed ashore 
at Vicksburg, where he did garrison duty until 
the close of the war, being mustered out in June, 
1865, at Vicksburg, and receiving an honorable 
discharge from the service. His record as a 
soldier was one of which he and his might well 
be proud. He was always to be found at his 
post of duty, and was prompt, efficient and relia- 
ble, as well as patriotic. 

Going to Kansas in 1866, Mr. Avars became a 
clerk in the quartermaster’s department at Fort 
Riley, and later located in Ellsworth, where he 
built the first house in the town. This was 
known as the Ayars house and was used as a 


hotel during the building of the town. On ac- 
count of the hostility of the Indians, it was 


necessary to have a guard every night for some 
time, to prevent depredations, and the various 
men in the town took turns in acting as guards. 
Next Mr. Ayars improved a farm on Clark’s 
creek, and on it he continued until 1870, when 
he began to mine at Georgetown, Colo., remain- 
ing there and at Silver Plume for some time. 
Returning to his farm in Kansas, he gave his 
attention to agricultural pursuits for a time, then 
going to the Black Hills. The year 1877 found 
hin mining there, after which he was sinmarly 
occupied in Central City, Colo. Again going to 
his Kansas farm, he turned his attention to the 
stock business. In 1881 he settled in Junction 
City, Kans., where he bought a drug store and 
embarked in the drug business. A year after 
settling in that place, he was elected probate 
judge, and his service in the office was so satis- 
factory that he was twice re-elected, serving six 
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altogether. Tis next location 
KKans., where he remained until 
January, 1889. From there he came to Okla- 
homa at the opening of the territory. Ilis first 
location was Guthrie, where he opened a real 
estate office and at the same time located a claim 
one and one-half miles north of the city. After 
a time he started a drug store at Guthrie, which 
he conducted until January, 1892, and then sold 
in order to settle in Chandler. For a time after 
he came to Chandler he was connected with 
Mr. McElHinney, later was with Mr. Wright 
until his election as county treasurer. 

The distinction belongs to Mr. Ayars of hav- 
ing been one of the organizers of the State Phar- 
maceutical Association of Kansas, and it was 
largely through his endeavors that the pharmacy 
bill was passed by the Kansas legislature. After 
coming to Oklahoma, he performed a similar 
service, lobbying the pharmacy bill through the 
territorial legislature. He aided in the organ- 
ization of the Territorial Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation. As the nominee of the Republican 
party, in 1898 he was elected county treasurer, 
receiving a fair majority over the fusion can- 
didate. Assuming the duties of the office in Jan- 
uary, 1899, he has since devoted himself to their 
efficient and honorable discharge, and has won 
the confidence of the people as a reliable, honest 
and painstaking official. He has served as a 
member of the city council of Chandler and for 
two years served as a member of the school 
board, of which he acted as clerk. 

In Junction City, Kans., Mr. Ayars married 
Miss Kate F. Mitchell, who was born in Pitts- 
burg, Pa. and in 1854 was brought by her 
faher Henry Mitchell, to Kansas, the latter 
building and operating a mill on Clark’s creek. 
Six children comprise the family of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ayars, namely: Minnie, Mrs. Kennedy, of Kan- 
sas City, Mo.; Mrs. Fannie Mackey, of Chand- 
ler; Mrs. Maud Tichnor, of New Mexico; Mrs. 
Dolly McGaughey, of Chandler; Mrs. Grace 
Bateman, of Wellston, Okla., and Jimmie, a stu- 
dent in the Christian Coll ege of Fulton, Mo. 

During his residence in Junction City, Kans., 
Mr. Ayars was made a Mason. tle assisted in 
organizing Guthrie Lodge No. jul). 
M. of which he served as ene He took 
the Royal Arch degree in Junction City and was 
past high priest of the chapter at that point, 
afterward becoming a member of Guthrie Chap- 
ter No. 1, in which he still holds membership. 
He was made a member of the Commandery at 
Abilene, Kans., and later was a charter member 
of Guthrie Commandery No. 1, kK. T., with which 
he is still connected. He assisted in the organi- 
zation of Chandler Lodge No. 10, of which he 
was the first master, holding the office for four 
years, but refusing further election, At the or- 
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ganization of the Grand Lodge of Oklahoma, he 
was elected the first custodian, and held the 
office until it was abolished. He is also con- 
nected with the Knights of Pythias at Chandler, 
and Chandler Post No. 35, G. A. R., of which he 
is past commander. Though not identified with 
any denomination, he assists in the maintenance 
of the Episcopal Church, to which his wife be- 
longs. ¢ 


'H. CARTER, one of the popular public offi- 
cials of Lincoln county, was elected on 
the Republican ticket to the position which 

he so ably fills, that of sheriff. His personal 
worth and good standing in his community led 
to his being elected by a fair majority, over the 
fusion ticket nominee. In January, 1899, he 
entered upon his new duties, removed to the 
county seat, and built a residence in Bennett's 
Addition to Chandler. In former years, he 
abundantly proved his energy and trustworthi- 
ness in many ways, as, for four years he acted as 
treasurer of his own township, and for two years 
was treasurer of the local school board. In 
pohtical circles he has been a factor of some 
prominence, and for two years was a member 
of the county central committee. 

The paternal ancestors of J. H. Carter emi- 
grated from Scotland to Virginia at an early 
period, and his grandfather, William Carter, a 
native of the Old Dominion, participated in the 
war of 1812. In pioneer days of Indiana, he 
removed thither, settling near Bloomington. He 
attained the extreme age of ninety-four years, 
his death occurring about twenty years ago. 
His son, Joel, fiber ot, J... Carter, was born 
on the old homestead near B loomington, and 
gave his best years to agricultural pursuits. 
When the Mexican war came on, he enlisted in 
an Indiana regiment and served in the ranks for 
fourteen months. During the Civil war he was 
a sergeant in Company i Thirty-fourth Lowa 
Infantry, and for two years and four monihs 
was actively engaged in important campaigns. 
About forty-five years ago he took up his abode 
in Lucas county, Iowa, and in 1880 purchased 
a farm in Morris county, Kans., where he dwelt 
for several years. With his wife he came to 
spend his last days with his son, our subject, 
in this county. In 1897, when in his seventy- 
second year, he was called to his reward, and 
his wife also passed the three-score and ten mile- 
stone on life’s journey. Her name in girlhood 
was Elizabeth Lamb, Monroe county, Ind., be- 
ing the place of her birth. Her father, Alex- 
ander Lamb, a native of one of the Carolinas, 
and of Irish descent, was a farmer in the Hoo- 
sier state. Of the twelve children born to Joel 
and Elizabeth Carter, six died when young, and 
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only three survive. Abraham L. Carter, young- 
est brother of our subject, is a prosperous far- 
mer of this county. 

The birth of J. H. Carter took place in Chari- 
ton, Lucas county, lowa, January 26, 1856. His 
youth was quictly passed in Iowa, om his 
educational advantages were rather limited. In 
1879 he removed to Morris county, Nans., where 
he bought a farm and for ten or more vears 
gave his attention to its cultivation. In one 
spring of 1890 he located on school lands twelve 
miles west of Guthrie, and in March of the ei 
lowing year rented a farm in the Seminole Na- 
tion. On September 21, 1891, he located a claim 
in the northwestern part of section 24, North 
Seminole township. The property is situated 
on Robinson’s creek, and is well adapted to 
stock raising and to general cultivation. Good 
improvements were instituted by the enterpris- 
ing owner, and to-day the farm is considered one 
of the most desirable places in the county. 

In Lucas county, Iowa, Mr. Carter and Miss 
Emma Grass were united in marriage in 1870. 
They are the parents of four living children, 
namely: MRettie, Frank, Grace and Adelbert. 
Mrs. Carter is a native of Wapello county, Iowa, 
and is a daughter of George Grass, who was 
born in Kentucky. 

From the history outlined above, it may be 
seen that Mr. Carter is a model citizen, fore- 
most in everything pertaining to the upbuilding 
of the county. In the Oklahoma Anti-Horse 
Thief Association he is ex-vice- president of Ar- 
lington Lodge No. 97. He also is a member 
of the Ancient Order of United Workmen and 
of the Sons of Veterans. 


O. WILSON. Upon making inquiries 
, about C. O. Wilson, the present popular 
register of deeds of Lincoln county, the 
opinion of one of his enthusiastic friends, “He 
is one of the finest men I ever met. You can- 
not say anything too nice about him,” appears 
to be the general verdict of his fellow-citizens. 
Liberal and public spirited and an extremely 
careful and conscientious official, he certainly 
merits the high regard which is bestowed upon 
him, and a review of his career will be appreci- 
ated. 

Many years before the war for Independence 
was entered upon in this country, the founder of 
the Wilson family in America settled in Vir- 
ginia. The great-grandfather of’ our subject, 
who was a hero of that war, was one of the first 
white settlers in Grayson county, Ky. He was 
a local minister of the Missionary Daptist 

‘hurch, and upon his own farm built a school- 
house and church. His son, Samuel, grand- 
father of C. O. Wilson, was born in Virginia 
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and lived to the extreme age of ninety-five years. 
For a wife he chose a Miss Iskridge, likewise 
of an old Virginia family, and granddaughter of 
that official, Eskridge, who served on General 
Washington's staff during the Revolution. Nine 
sons and nine daughters were born to Saniuel 
Wilson and wife. At an early day he removed 
to Decatur, Macon county, LL, and on ints farn 
Which comprised three hundred and twenty 
acres, the county seat is located. He passed his 
last years upon a farm in Wayne county, same 
state. 

The parents of our subject are Newton and 
Eliza (George) Wilson, natives of Grayson 
county, Ky., and of South Carolina, respect- 
ively. The mother’s father, John George, was 
born in Scotland, and after living in the South 
for some time, he removed to Union county, 
Ky., later becoming a pioneer of Illinois, 
where he participated in the Blackhawk war. 
Only two of the ten children of Newton 
and Eliza Wilson survive, and the mother de- 
parted this life when our subject was in his four- 
teenth “years. The father 1s strong and well, 
though over eighty years of age. During the 
Civil war he served for over two years in Coim- 
pany K, Eighty-seventh Illinois Infantry, and 
four of his brothers also fought for the Union. 
For years previously, they were ardent abo- 
litionists and Union men, and the Wi son family 

certainly contributed much to the cause. The 
oldest brother of our subject, John W., served 
throughout the war, and was a heutenant in the 
Fifty-sixth Hlinois Infantry. He was promoted 
to his office for meritorious conduct at the bat- 
tle of Corinth, and his life was a sacrifice to his 
patriotism, for he died on account of his army 
hardships. [or thirteen years after the termi- 
nation of the war, Newton Wilson lived in 
Thayer, Mo., after which he removed to Crosby, 
Tex., where he has been retired from active 
cares for several years. 

Born near Fairfield, Ill., November 10, 1853, 
C. O. Wilson is the only surviving son of his 
parents. Until over twenty-three years of age 
he lived on Illinois farms, and in 1877 came to 
the West. After traveling in Kansas for a year 
or more, he returned to Illinois, and located 
upon a farm in Edwards county, where he lived 
until 1881. In the meantime, he took an in- 
terested part in local affairs, and served as clerk 
and treasurer of his own township, also acting as 
a member of the Republican central commiitee. 
In 1881 he went to Denver, Colo., and later went 
tor Eobert, Wyo where) he, passed ‘a year or 
more. Again returning to Edwards county, IL. 
he-continued to make his home upon a farm 
near Albion until he came to this territory. In 
Mareh, 1893, he bought a claim in the south- 
western part of section 23, township 17, range 3. 
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Lincoln county, and with characteristic cnergy, 
devoted himself to its cultivation. 

In the fall of 1898 nominated by the Repub- 
licans to the office of register of deeds of Lin- 
coln county, he. was elected by a good ma- 
jority over the fusion ticket nominee, and in the 
following January took up his new duties. Un- 
der his careful administration of affairs the earn- 
ings of the department for 1899 were $4,180.35, 
and the excess turned into the treasury of the 
county amounted to $1,090.17, and during the 
first quarter of 1900 nearly $500 excess were 
turned into the treasury. The books and rec- 
ords are being kept in a systematic manner that 
meets the approval of the public, every detail 
being under the watchful care of the register. 
Fraternally he is an Odd Fellow of the local 
lodge and ‘belongs to the Royal Tribe of Joseph. 

The wife of Mr. Wilson's youth was Miss 
Jercy E. Root prior to their marriage. She was 
born in Illinois, and with her young child, died 
in that state. Subsequently Mr. W iIson wedded 
Miss Elizabeth Wheatley, who was born in In- 
diana and then was living in Illinois. Four 
children bless their union, namely: Estella, 
Olive, Elmer and Walter. Mrs. Wilson is a 
member of the Methodist Church of this place, 
and with her husband is identified with many 
works of benevolence. 


AMES M. McCORNACK, a prominent and 
successful farmer residing in Oklahoma 
City, was born in Copley tow nship, Knox 

county, Ill., October 18, 1849, and is a son of 
Robert and Gordon (McDowell) MeCornack, 
both natives of Ayrshire, Scotland, of which 
country his paternal grandfather was a life-long 
resident and a farmer by occupation. The ma- 
ternal grandfather, John McDowell, also a far- 
mer, caine to the new world in 1838 and located 
in Knox county, Ill., where he died at the age of 
It was in 1837 that the father of 
our subject crossed the Atlantic and took up his 
residence in the same county, where he secured 
a tract of government land and developed a 
large farm near Oneida, upon which he died at 
the ripe old age of eighty-six years. In religious 
belief he was a P resbyteri an. He had five chil- 
dren, of whom our subjec t is the youngest. The 
others still living are Mary, widow of Alex cander 
Scott, and a resident of Aitona, Hl.s-and Robert; 
a farmer, living in Oklahoma City. 

Having lost. his mother when only six weeks 
old, James Milroy MeCornack was reared by an 
uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Milroy, upon a 
farm, and his education was begun in a log 
schoolhouse. At the age of eighteen years he 
returned to his father and made his home with 
him until he attained his majority, when he 
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started out in life for himself, as a farmer and 
stock-raiser. In 1885 he went to Norton county, 
Kans., where he remained one year, and then 
pre-empted land in Sheridan county, the same 
state. He next moved to Logan county, where 
he purchased a farm, and with others established 
the county seat at Russcli Springs, where they 
erected a court-house at a cost of $30,000, and 
laid out a town on a quarter section of land in 
the: center of the county. There Mr. McCor- 
nack met with success until drotight caused his 
failure. April 22, 1889, he came to Oklahoma 
City, where he established his claim Alay 23, 
1889, and located thereon in December, 1899, 
but his right to the-property was contested, and 
he did not receive his government deed until the 
fall of 1899, having to fight his claim through 
all the courts to the Departinent of the Interior. 
He has one hundred and forty acres of well-im- 
proved and valuable land in and adjoining the 
city, having deeded twenty acres for a site to the 
compress and oil mills s. He is successfully en- 
gaged in farming and stock-raising, making a 
specialty of feeding cattle, and has stockyards 
covering five acres, his place having a railroad 
frontage of eight hundred feet, admirably adapted 
for shipping purposes. Upon his land he has six 
hundred yards of the finest building sand to be 
found in the territory, and he also deals in that 
commodity. The sand is handled by a steam cen- 
trifugal sand pump, upon a barge on the North 
Canadian river, He isan energetic, enterprising 
and reliable business man, and. eenerally carries 
forward to successful completion whatever he 
undertakes. 

December 27, 1887, in Russell Springs, Kans., 
Mr. McCornack married Mrs. Elizabeth J. 
(Harvey) Alizond, who was born in Coburg, 
Ontario, Canada, but was reared in Illinois. Of 
this union there are two children: Ruth, born ia 
Ilinois May 28, 1889; and James, born in Okla- 
homa June 14, 1898. William Harvey, Mrs. 
MeCornack’s father, was a native of Plymouth, 
Iengland, and a son of William Harvey, Sr., a 
farmer of that country. «At the age of twenty- 
seven years the son came to the new world, and 
first located in Coburg, Canada, where he was 
superintendent of lumber slides on Lake Onta- 
rio until 1866, when he removed to Loda, Iro- 
quois county, Ill, and turned his attention to 
farming. Ile is still residing there, at the age of 
sixty-eight years. Religiously he isa member ot 
the Congregational Church, and_ politically is 
identified with the Republican party. His wife, 
who bore the maiden name of Maria Simmons, 
is also a native of Plymouth, I’ngland, and a 
daughter of William Sitamons, who kept the big 


toll bridge at that place for many vears. He 
later came to «America and first settled in On- 
tario, Canada, from there removing to Proquois 
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county, IIl., and subsequently to Hector, Minn., 
where he died in 1899, when past the age of 
eighty-eight years. Mr. and Mrs. Harvey have 
four children: William Henry, a hardware mer- 
chant of Manteno, Ill.; Elizabeth J., wite of our 
subject; Mary Ann, now Mrs. Potter, of Brooks, 
Ind.; and Bertha, at home. Mrs. McCornack is 
a member of the New Century Club, which aids 
in maintaining the public library and is pledged 
to other benevolent works. 

Socially Mr. McCornack is a member of the 
City Club of Oklahoma. In the Congregational 
Church he is now trustee and deacon. He has 
assisted in building two churches in this city. 
In his political affiliations he is a stanch Repub- 
lican. He has witnessed the marvelous ee 
formations that have taken place in Oklahoma 
in the last decade, and as a generous, liberal- 
minded and progressive citizen has aided in its 
development. 


BEORGE WILLIAM: RUSSELL,CHINN. 
Among the prominent pioneers of Okla- 
homa is the gentleman whose name ap- 

pears at the opening of these lines, and who iS, 
without doubt, one of the most enterprising and 
persevering business men in Oklahoma City. 
For a time he was proprietor of the Oklahoma 
Transfer Company, which was one of the first 
enterprises inaugurated in this city. Both in 
business and social circles he stands high, and is 
regarded as one of Oklahoma City’s representa- 
tive citizens. 

Born in Bourbon county, Ky., March Io, 
1843, a son of L. F. Chinn, he descends from 
English ancestry. William Chinn, his grand- 
father, a soldier in the war of.1812, was a native 
of Virginia, but during his early life he removed 
to Kentucky. Our subject’s father was aiso a 
native of Bourbon county, Ky., but upon attain- 
ing his majority he moved to Adams county, 
Til., from which county he later moved to Knox 
county, Mo. He was a farmer by vocation. 
When the Civil war broke out he and our subject 
enlisted in Company F, Second Missouri Volun- 
teer Infantry, of which he was lieutenant. After 
the war was over, he went to Santa Rosa, Cal., 
and now conducts a fruit farm five miles from 
that city, also deals extensively in real estate, 
and laid out what is known as Chinn's addition. 

Miss Lucy M. Jackson, of Bourbon county, 
Ky., who became the wife of L. F. Chinn, was 
a daughter of Joseph Jackson, a native of Vir- 
ginia, Who settled in Kentucky and with Daniel 
Boone served in the Indian wars, both being 
captured at Blue Lick, Ky. Her grandiather 
was taken by the Indians, who Kept him five or 
six years, and upon his release he became an 
Indian. trader and interpreter. Altogether, he 
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remained with them about thirty years. It is 
said that he buried a copper kettle full of gold 
and silver somewhere in Bourbon county, but 
it has never been found. He died in Nentucky 
when almost ninety years old. Our subject's 
mother dicd at the age of sixty years. She had 
two sous and two daughters, nz imely: Lucy A. 
and America, who reside in California: ; Joseph 
M., who died in that state; and our subject. 

When a boy, George W. R. Chinn attended 
school in log buildings, where the desks con- 
sisted of a slab plank nailed to the sides ef the 
wall, and goose-quill pens were used for writing. 
The larger part of his education was obtaincd 
through-actual business experience. In 1861 he 
and his father enlisted in the Confederate army 
and were among the first soldiers to be swora 
in with the state troops by Governor Jackson of 
Missouri. Enlisting as a private, when he leit 
the service he was second sergeant. Among 
the battles in which he took part were the fol- 
lowing: Lexington, Mo., Nirkville, Shelbina, 
and Glasgow. At Rose Hill, Johnson county, 
Mo., he was taken a prisoner, and after being 
held three months at St. Louis, was paroled. 
Returning home in 1863, he remained a short 
time, when he went to Montana, and then to 
Idaho. He drove a mule team from Atchison, 
Kans., to Salt Lake City, and from there hauled 
freight to Virginia City, Mont., after which he 
engaged in mining. 

October 1, 1865, he left Helena, Mont., and 
with a saddle and pack pony, started across the 
country for home, a distance of seventeen hun- 
dred miles. His success in evading the Indians, 
who were at that time on the warpath, was se- 
cured by riding at night some distance from th 
trail. During the day he cooked his meals, as 
light by night would attract the attention of the 
Indians, who, if they had caught sight of hin, 
would have no doubt taken his life. Traveling 
via Denver, Colo., he reached Atchison, Kaius.. 
December 3, 1865. In January, 1866, he sctiled 
in Platte county, Mo., but soon went to Adams 
county, Hl., where he remained only a siort 
time, when he returned to Missouri, this time 
settling in Marion county. He resided there a 
year, after which he returned to Platte county, 
and there engaged in contracting and building. 
In Platte City he engaged in the lumber busi- 
ness and later commenced buying and shipping 
grain, becoming the largest grain buyer in that 
county, and having seven scales in Platte, Jsu- 
chanan and Clinton counties. 

After having made his home 
for twenty-six years, on the opening day ot 
Olkahoma, April 22, 1889, he came to Okla- 
homa City, bringing two teams and two wagons. 
On the following day he commenced the transfer 
business, having the first two wagons and teams 
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at the depot, and he backed the first wagons up 
to the freight depot to haul away freight. In 
time he became the owner of four busses, seven 
large stake wagons and two baggage wagons 
-and made calls to all parts of the city and to all 
the hotels. In April, 1900, he sold out the trans- 
fer business and the seven heavy wagons, and 
now conducts a bus and baggage business alone, 
with headquarters at No. 12 Broadway and 
barns at No. 430 California avenue. A progres- 
sive and public-spirited citizen, he has always 
taken an active interest in the welfare of his 
adopted city. He is well worthy of large pat- 
ronage. 

Mr. Chinn was united in marriage with Miss 
Harriett M. Davis, a native of Platte county, 
Mo., and a daughter of John Davis, who was 
born in Tennessee, but who in early life moved 
to Platte county, where he carried on farming. 
The following children were born to this union: 
John L., who was chief engineer of the Okla- 
homa City water-works, and died here in Febru- 
ary, 1899; Mrs. Harriett Barcus, who resides 
in Denver, Colo.; George W., who is manages 
of the freight department of the oh ahema 
Transfer Company, Mrs. Lillie Pelcher, who 
resides in Oklahoma City; James H., who is 
manager of the bus and bage: ige e business of the 
Oklahoma Transfer Company; and Ollie H. 

In politics Mr. Chinn is a Democrat and has 
always given his influence and support to the 
principles of his party. He served as a council- 
man of the south town, and when the two towns 
were joined he became an alderman from the 
third ward, which position he held several years, 
but resigned to become city marshal. Later he 
served as deputy United States marshal. While 
a resident of Platte City, he served as chiei of 
police of the fair grounds and of other public 
places and gatherings; he was also a member 
of the council and at one time a member of the 
school board. He has been a delegate to all 
the city, county and territory conventions, and 
has taken a warm interest in local affairs. 


ON. J. B. UNDERWOOD. Now serving 
for a second term as county clerk of Lin- 
coln county, Hon. J. B. Underwood en- 

joys the honor of having been chosen as the first 
person to fill this office after the organization 
of the county. Tor nearly a decade he has been 
intimately associated with the development of 
this immediate district, and no one is. better 
qualified to deal with the affairs which concern 
our citizens. Patriotism is one of his promi- 
nent traits, and love for his country has been the 
first consideration with him from the time, when, 
a youth of Seventeen, he leit everything to fight 
for the Union. 
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From loyal ancestors the subject of this ar- 
ticle inherited his public spirit and patriotic 
ardor, for his maternal grandfather, Capt. Join 
Dowden, was a hero of the war for Independ- 
ence, and won his title in that long struggle 
His father, also, Finley L. Underwood, enlisted 
and served in the Civil war, being a meinber of 
Company B, Fiith Kansas Cavalry, and after 
serving for fifteen months was honorably dis- 
charged, owing to a wound, accidentally in- 
flicted, at the battle of Helena. 

The Underwoods trace the family back to the 
time of William the Conqueror, when the found- 
ers of the line in England left Normandy and 
crossed the Channel. The great-grandiather of 
our subject was born in Virginia and was one of 
the hardy pioneers of Kentucky. His son, Wiil- 
iam, the grandfather of J. B. Underwood, was 
reared in ‘the wilds of the Blue Grass state, and 
for several years prior to his death, which oc- 
curred when he was still in his prime, he was 


engaged in the business of taking flat boats 
down the Mississippi to New Orleans. Finley 


L. Underwood, who was born near Shelbyviilie, 
Ky., was a very early settler of Indiana. For a 
score of years, or from 1837 to 1857, he carried 
on a farm situated near Lebanon, Boone county, 
and thence removed to Lawrence county, Mo., 
where, as formerly, he became prominent among 
the agriculturists. Honored and_ highly es- 
teemed by all, he was called to his reward in 
1894, when in his eightieth year. He had long 
survived his wife, Mrs. Mahala (Dowden) Un- 
derwood, who likewise, was a native of Shelby- 
ville, Ky., and was. reared in. a rural , district. 
She entered the silent land in 1878, and five of 
her thirteen children are deceased. , Two of the 
family are in Oklahoma, George Underwood, a 
farmer, living four miles east of Choctaw. 
The eldest son is J. B. Underwood, bora April 
22, 1844, on the old homestead near Lebanon, 
Ind. In the poor schools of the period in Law- 
rence county, Mo., he received limited advan- 
tages, and, consequently, he is practically selt- 
educated, but he studied to such good purpose 
that he won more than local notice among the 
teachers of that region. The war. and preced- 
ing disturbances greatly impeded his progress, 
and after his return from southern battle-fields 
he attended school for two terms. In April, 
1867, he commenced teaching and in 1870 was 
elécted superintendent of schools of Lawrence 
county. After serving as such for two years, he 
taught for a like period, and was principal of 
the Washburn and Verona (Mo.) schools. In 
the meantime, Mr. erect served for three 
months in an independent company of Missouri 
militia, acting as a scout. August 23, 1861, he 
volunteered in Company FE, Third Kansas In- 
fantry, and in the following spring the regiment 
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was re-organized, becoming the Fifth Kansas 
Cavalry. The young man was mustered into 
the service as a private, at Fort Scott, and among 
the battles and skirmishes in which he took an 
active part a few will be mentioned, namely: 
Ballstown, Johnstown, Cotton-plant, Helena, 
Brownsville, Little Rock, Pine Bluff, Mount 
Ilba and Baker’s Mill. At the expiration of his 
term of enlistment, September 6, 1864, he was 
discharged at Leavenworth, Kans., from Com- 
pany D, in which he had served for two years 
and a half. 

From 1876 to 1889 Mr. Underwood devoted 
his time and attention to farming and _ stock 
raising. In 1888 he was nominated on the Re- 
publican ticket to the state legislature and was 
elected by a large majority. Thus he was a mem- 
ber of what is termed the “long sessions,” when 
the statutes of Missouri were revised, and served 
on the committees on education, fees and sal- 
aries and others. Having succeeded in securing 
some amendments and getting several bills 
passed, besides transacting important business 
on the committees, his record reflects great 
credit upon him and his constituents. 

In September, 1891, Mr. Underwood located 
a claim on the Dry Fork, nine miles northeast of 
Chandler, and resided there until the beginning 
of the year 1899, in the meantime making sub- 
stantial improvements on the property. In the 
fall of 1892 he was nominated by the Repub- 
licans to the office of county clerk, and so thor- 
oughly satisfied the general public that when, 
in 1898, he was again a nominee to the office he 
was elected by a flattering majority—four hun- 
dred and seventy-seven votes—the largest ma- 
jority vote in the county ticket, though the 
fusion ticket majority was estimated at six hun- 
dred or more. Entering upon his duties New 
Year’s Day, 1899, he located in Chandler, and, 
having built a comfortable residence, makes his 
home here. In the local post of the Grand Army 
of the Republic he is highly esteemed, and in all 
‘of the affairs pertaining to the town or county 
he takes deep interest. Initiated into the Odd 
Trellows order in Mount Vernon in 1868, he now 
belongs to the Chandler lodge. 

The family of Mr. Underwood comprises his 
wife and six children. The former, Mary E., 
daughter of M. H. Lantz, was born in Marietta, 
Ohio, and accompanied her parents to Missouri 
in 1866. Dewey L., eldest son of Mr. Under- 
wood and wife, has been the principal of schools 
in Mercur, Utah; J. N. lives in the county, and 
linley Floyd is carrying on his father’s farm in 
this county. Mrs. Elda O. Deacon lives in this 
place, and Amy E. and Powell Dowden are at 
home. The parents are active members of the 
Christian Church, and have been a power for 
good wherever they have dwelt. 
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USTIN. J. RITTENHOUSE. (For -jtist ’a 
quarter of a century the subject of this ar- 
ticle has been identified with the legal pro- 

fession, for which, by natural attributes and 
thorough preparation and research, he long 
ago proved his fitness. Realizing that in this 
calling, more than in most, success depends 
upon the effort of the individual exponent of the 
law, and that an unusual degree of keenness, 
power of analysis and logical summarizing of 
the chief points in a case, among scores of other 
qualities, are essential, he spared ‘himself no 
labor in the attainment of the supremacy which 
he now holds. Freely accorded a foremost place 
in the Oklahoma bar, to-day he is especially 
held in high regard in Chandler and Lincoln 
county, where he has made his home for about 
three and a half years only. 

A grandson of David Rittenhouse and son of 
Jaines Rittenhouse, both natives of Fayette 
county, Pa., our subject probably is of remote 
German ancestry. His father and grandfather 
were well-to-do farmers and stock-raisers, and 
at an early period the latter became a resident 
of Jefferson county, Ohio, owning a farm near 
Bloomfield. In 1858 he removed to Cadiz, Ohio, 
where he passed the rest of his life, dying at 
the age of sixty-six years. The wife and mother, 
Mrs. Rebecca (Bell) Rittenhouse, was born in 
Westmoreland county, Pa., and departed this life 
in Ohio. Of her nine chil dren, four died when 
young, and one has since passed away. A son, 
Judge A. P. Rittenhouse, who served in the 
One Hundred and Twenty-sixth Ohio Regiment 
during the Civil war, is a prominent lawyer of 
Denver, Colo., where he was judge of a district 
court for a period. 

The birth of Austin J. Rittenhouse took place 

1 Jefferson county, Ohio, February 1, 1850, 

aid from his ninth year he lived in Harrison 
county, same state, attending the public schools. 
Then he entered Harlem Springs College, where 
he pursued his higher studies until his junior 
year. In 1873 he went to southern Missouri, 
where he taught school for two years, and for 
some time was connected with the editorial staff 
of the Vienna Courier, his brother, the judge, 
being a partner in the enterprise. Under that 
gentleman’s supervision he commenced the 
study of law, and after returning home, in 1875, 
continued his efforts along that line in the office 
of Cunningham & Hollingsworth, of Cadiz 
Going to Seymour, Towa, the same yei, he 
taught school for several terms, in the mean- 
time being admitted to the bar, January 26, 
1876. For a short time he had a law office 
there, and in the spring of 1877 located in 
Unionville, Mo., but, not liking the outlook, 
soon removed to Aurora, Neb., where he built 
up a large and remunerative practice. After 
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spending nine years there, he became a member 
of the bar of McCook, same state, and at the 
end of four years went to New Whatcom, Wash. 
Two years’ residence on the Puget Sound proved 
sufficient for him, and, returning to McCook, 
he resumed his practice. It was not until Sep- 
tember, 1897, that he concluded Fe cast in his 
fortunes with Chandler, and here, elsewhere, 
he soon won the esteem of the ee 1eral public 
and his professional brethren. 

The marriage of Mr. Rittenhouse and Miss 
Louisa J. Brown took place in Seymour, Iowa. 
She is a native of Appanoose county, Towa, and 
by her marriage is the mother of five children, 
namely: Olive, George B., May, Austin and 
Robert. 

That Mr. Rittenhouse has been an influential 
worker in the Democratic party is shown by 
the fact that for fifteen vears he served as a mem- 
ber of the Nebraska state central committee, 
and also belonged to the executive committee 
of his party. In 1884 he was sent as a delegate 
from Nebraska to the national Democratic con- 
vention in Chicago, where Cleveland received 
his nomination for the presidency. The only 
fraternity with which Mr. Rittenhouse now 
actively identified is the Independent Order of 
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DWARD)’ E sBEACH..... The¢ lite of, Mr. 
Beach, prior to associating himself with 
the farming industry of Lincoln county, to 

which he came in December of 1891, was a busy 
and interesting one, and that he should still be 
in the possession of all his faculties, and an ele- 
ment of thrift and progress in his locality, 
argues well for the disposition of his time, and 
the correctness of his life. 

Mr. Beach was born in Hartford, Conn., in 
1834. .His father, L. Nathan)Beach, was born 
in Chasta, of the same state, and removed to 
Hartford many vears ago, where he successfully 
engaged in the meat busin In 1848 he went 
to New York city, and continued his former 
occupation for five years, going thence to Cleve- 
land, Ohio, and in 1871 settling in Pomeroy, 
Wyandotte county, Kans., where he died at the 
age of seventy-six. The ancestry of the Beach 
family is Ifnelish, and the first to come to 
America were three brothers who landed in the 
United States before the Revolutionary war, and 
who settled, one in Connecticut, one in New 
York, and one in the south. The mother of 
Edward Beach was formerly Mary Ann Bullard 
and her father served in the Revolutionary war. 
Mrs. Beach became the mother of seven chitl- 
dren, five of whom are living. She died in Mil- 
waukee, Wis., at the age of sixty years. One 
of her children, Mrs. Chester Steele, is living 


ess. 
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in Milwaukee; Henry, who died at Pana, IIL, 
July.,19; 1900,,..was,.agent; forthe “Big, Four” 
Railroad, having held the position forty years; 
Mrs. J. W. Careyzis at Rollen, Ohio; ‘Edward 
E., is a farmer in Lincoln county, Okdla.; Mrs. 
George Russell lives in Los Angeles, Cal. 

While being reared in Hartford, Conn., FE. 
FE. Beach was educated in the public schools, and 
later removed with his father to New York city. 
Just before the Civil war he went to Chelsea, 
Mich., and after arriving there enlisted in 1861 
in Company D, Tourth Michigan Volunteer In- 
fantry. This was just after the fall of Tort 
Sumter. Tle afterwards became sergcant 
the company and served for one year, taking 
part in the battle of Bull Run and Yorktown. 
In 1862 Mr. Beach was discharged for disa- 
bility, and returned to lis former-home in Mich- 
igan. After sufficiently recovering, he acted as 
drill master for new recruits at Jackson, Mich., 
and went south with the Twenty-third Michigan 
Regiment as drill master,’and remained with 
them for one year. 

When peace was restored Mr. Beach under- 
took railroading, and began on the St. Louis & 
Terre Haute, now, the, “Big, Four,’ as, brake- 
man, and finally rose to be baggage-master. In 
the latter 60s he spent a couple of years in the 
Pennsylvania oil region, and in 1869 returned 
to his former occupation on the railroad, and 

secured the position as baggage-master with the 
ibissog Pacific road, his route being between 
Leavenworth, Kans., and Pleasant Hill, Mo. In 


ot 


1871 he took up his residence in Pomeroy, 
Ikans., and engaged in the general merchandise 


business, and in 1876 became agent for the \is- 
sourl Pacific Railroad at Pomeroy. 

In the fall of 1891 Mr. Beach made the run 
into the territory, and located on the northeast 
quarter of section 30, Union township, Lincoln 
county, in March of 1892. Irom a wide expanse 
of timber land he has developed a fertile and 
remunerative farm, and now has eighty acres 
under cultivation. The crops are composed ct 
cotton, corn and general produce, and the rais- 
ing of stock is also largely entered into. In the 
thrifty orchard are one hundred and fifty apple 
trees, two hundred peach trees, and fifty pear 
trees, and there is also a.vineyard., In 1899.he 
built the large white house which is the distin- 
guishing mark of the place, and which is two 
stories high, and contains seven rooms. It is 
the largest residence in the county. 

In political affiliation Mr. Beach is with the 
Republican party, and cast his first presidential 
vote for Lincoln. While living in Pomeroy, 
Kans; he served as railroad, agent, express 
archity Justice, of, the) Pcace, » postmaster, aud 
road overseer. Ife is a member of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, of the Burnside Post in 
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with which he has been associated 
for many years. Mr. Beach was united in mar- 
riage in 1892 with Emma Renfrow, of Wyan- 
dotte county, Kans. Mrs. Beach is a daughter 
of John E. Renfrow, a native of Georgia, who 
came to JXansas before the war and served in 
Company H, Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry. Dur- 
ing the war he contracted a disease from which 
hee died, May 19, 1898. He was a prominent 
man in the localities in which he lived, and was 
a prominent politician, having held. the position 
of justice of the peace for many years. He 
was a AMlason, and was identified with all the 
forward movements with which he was. sur- 
rounded. As a preacher in the Baptist Church 
he wielded a wide influence for good, and 
preached for years in Pomeroy, and in the sub- 
sequent places where he lived. His wife was 
formerly Martha Ann Daniel, who becanie the 
mother of five children, viz.: Susan, the wife of 
James Henson; Eliza K., the wife of I. K. Steete; 
James, John E., and Mrs. Beach. oa Mr. and 
Mrs. Beach have been born three children, Eliza- 
beth S., Chester and Edward E. Jr. 


Wansas City, 


M. McELHINNEY. Not only in Chan- 

dler, his present place of residence, but 

also in Guthrie, where he formerly made 
his home, Mr. McElHinney is well known and 
highly honored. Like so many of Oklahoma's 
most influential men, he dates his residence in 
the territory from April 22, 1889, the great day 
of the opening of lands to settlement. About 
one month later he was at the head of a drug 
store which he had opened and which was far 
better equipped than might be expected of a 
new town. The management of this business 
he continued for some years. Meantime, in 
1891, he opened a drug store in Chand ler, which 
he has since managed, although he did not re- 
move to this city until 1895. During that’ year 
a cyclone destroyed his store and stock, and 
it was only by a scemingly providential act that 
the family escaped injury or death. In fact, the 
baby was carried sixty feet by the terrific wind, 
but when found was uninjured, and no member 
of the family received even the slightest injury, 
save the oldest son, who was left with a broken 
arm. The loss of his store and stock did not 
daunt Mr. McE!Hinnev. Building another store 
and buying another stock of drugs. he once 
more began for himself in the town. Since then 
he has met with no catastrophe, but has con- 
ducted the business prosperously and continu- 
ously. 

The birth of Mr. MeEW Tinney took place in 
Marietta, Ohio, February 237 7838:" He was one 
of eieht children, all but two of whom attained 
mature years, and three are now living. The 


oldest son, Joseph, was a member of an Olno 
regiment during the Civil war. The. father, 
Joseph McElHinney, Sr., was a native of 
County Derry, Ireland, and accompanied the 
members of his father’s family to America, 
settling on a farm in Ohio, near Marietta. The 
famuly is of Scotch extraction. He married Marv 
Miller, who was also a native of County Derry, 
and died in Ohio; she was of English descent. 
On a farm near Marietta, Mr. McElHinney 
passed the years of yotith and received his edu- 
cation in the high school and college of Mari- 
etta. For three years he taught school. In 
1861 he went to Pittsburg, Pa.,’and embarked 
in the mercantile business, remaining in the 
city for four years. During three years of this 
time he had a boat on the Ohio river, and an- 
nually made a trip down the river, starting in 
the spring and trading at various points alo ne 
the Ohio as far as Diamond Island, above 
Evansville, Ind. On selling out his stock of 
goods, he cach time returned to Pittsburg. Very 
soon after the location of the capital of Ne- 
braska at Lincoin, he settled there, in 1866, and 
engaged in the real-estate business. Three years 
later he removed to Rosita, Colo., in 1875, a 
new mining town that was the county seat of 
Custer county, and there he carried on 4 mer- 
cantile business. From there he went to Silver 
Cliff, now the county seat of Custer county. 
The original town of Silver Cliff was laid out 
on one hundred and sixty acres that he platted. 
There he engaged in a mercantile, drug and 
real-estate business, and at the same time ‘estab- 
lished and conducted a stage line from there to 
Canon City, thirty miles distant. Besides his 
other enterprises, he became interested in min- 
ing. He shared in the prosperity of Silver Cliff, 
which in one year from the time of its first 
settlement had grown to be a city of twelve thou- 
sand souls. On the establishment of the post- 
office there, he was appointed postmaster and 
held the office for six vears. On the organiza- 
tion of the city council, or provisional govern- 
ment, he was chosen mayor of the new town. 
Leaving Silver Cliff in 1885, he settled in 
Aspen, where he e engage: d in merchandising for 
a vear, and then spent six months in a grocery 
in Denver. On the opening of Oklahoma to set- 
tlement, he, came to Guthrie, and’ since, then 
he has been intimately associated with the 
growth and development of territorial interests. 
His home was at first in the incorporated village 
of Capitol Hill, and he was its second mayor. 
On ihe consolidation of four towns into Guthrie, 
he was chosen a member of the first city coun- 
cil, and was elected the second mavor of Guth- 
rie. During his incumbenecy of the office the 
city water-works were built, and at the time these 
were said to be the best of any in the territory, 
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for the money invested in them. Ilis office was 
no sinecure. The territory was new, conditions 
were in some respects peculiar, and every mayor 
in the territory had to cope with many difficul- 
ties; this was especially true of the mayor of the 
capital city, but he proved himself equal to every 
emergency, and was a trustworthy and efficient 
official. 

At the organization of the Guthrie Pharma- 
ceutical Association, which was the nucleus of 
the Oklahoma Pharmaceutical Association, Mr. 
McElHinney was selected as its president, an 
office which he filled with credit. While in Sil- 
ver Cliff, and also in Guthrie, he served as presi- 
dent of the school board. Since coming to 
Chandler he has served as treasurer of the town 
for two years. Politically he affiliates with the 
Republicans. He was made a Mason in Silver 
Cliff, Colo., and served as an officer in the local 
lodge. 

In Greempsburg, Ky., Mr. McEIHinney mar- 
ried Lizzie P. Ellis, daughter of Dr. Samuel 
Ellis, who removed from Kentucky to Silver 
Cliff, Colo., later settled in Chandler, Okla., and 
died in Bristow, I. T., in November, 1899. Mr. 
and Mrs. McElHinney are the parents of seven 
children now living, viz.: Lucy A., Mrs. Strader, 
living in Bristow, I. T.; Samuel A., a physician 
in the state of Washington; Mary, at home; 
Ray B., a pharmacist, who assists his father in 
the drug store; Alexander S., a student in the 
University of ‘Oklahoma; Marshall and 
brey. 


IGHAEL J. FOLEY. -A soi of Cornelius 
and Julia Foley, this worthy citizen of Ral- 
ston, Pawnee county, was born in Ireland 

in 1849, and was brought to this country when 
he was two years old. The family lived in Roch- 
ester, N. Y., for two or more years, then settied 
in Kalamazoo, Mich., where the youth of our 
subject was passed. Thirty years ago he em- 
barked on his business career by going to 
Ghicago and learning the trade of a plasterer, 
which he followed for several vears. 

As it happened, the great fires in that citv in 
1871 and 1873 afforded a large amount of work 
in his line, and for several months after the first 
and most widespread conflagration he was em- 
ployed by the city authorities in a relief corps. 
tor two vears he worked for his brother, who 
was in the liquor business on Canal  strect, 


Chicago. Next he turned his attention to rail- 
roading, for eighteen months serving as a 


brakesman, and then for three vears acting as a 
conductor on what is now the New York, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania Railroad. Tn that position he 
met with an‘accident, and later, for ciehtcen 
months, ran a local freight between Cleveland 
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and Voledo on the Lake Shore and Micingan 
Southern Railroad. For a year he then oper- 
ated his father’s farm near Kalamazoo, alter 
which he returned to railroading on the Pan- 
hadle, in Ohio, having charge of a train for 
eighteen months. 

In 1879 Mr. Foley returned to Chicago, and 
was employed again by his brother tor a year 
and a half, when he obtained a position on thie 
construction of the West Side water-works, and 
later assisted in the erection of the Panorama 
Building on Wabash avenue, in which the “Bat- 
tle of Getty sburg” was exhibited. Coming tur- 
ther west he helped to build an addition to asv- 
lum No. 2, at St. Joseph, Mo., and, continuing 
to work at his trade, lived in Coffeyville , Kans. 
and Bartlesville, I. T. Then followed a period 
spent among the Indians, when he became ta- 
miliar with the language of the Osage Nation, 
and won the good will of the influentiai chicts, 
with most of whom he is well acquainted. At 
Pawhuska he was employed in butchering cattle 
allotted to the red men, and in the following 
spring he demonstrated to the Indians the use 
and wisdom of plastering their houses, and was 
well paid for the work he did for themin that line. 

In 1892 Mr. Ioley returned to Chicago, and 
in the spring of the following year his father 
died at Kalamazoo, having survived the mother 
twelve years. | Returning to Grayhorse, I. T., 
Mr. F ‘oley was ready to ‘make the race into this 
territory from the northern line, but did not 
succeed in locating a claim. In March, 1894. 
he came to Ralston, Pawnee county, and started 
the foundations of the first building erected here. 
He bought a lot, put up a small building, and on 
the lourth of July celebrated the day by open- 
ing his restaurant, which, in time, was supplanted 
by. his large hotel, occupying three lots. The 
hotel, which he carries on with marked ability, 
is a credit to Ralston aod to the county. As is 
generally known, this town, situated, as it is, in 
the extreme northern part of Pawnee county, 
in the beautiful valley of the Arkansas river, is 
a place of great natural attractions and advan- 
tages. It is plain that only a railroad is needed 
to make it one of the most desirable and flour- 
ishing cities of the territory, and the citizens 
are watching, with much interest, the move- 
ments which are being made to extend the 
Eastern Oklahoma Railroad from Pawnee, con- 
necting with the main line at Elein, Kans., anil 
the enterprise is promised to be completed by 
April I, Igor. 

The marriage of Mr. Foley and Miss Maggie 
Bennett, daughter of Matthew and Frances 
Dennett, took place March 28, 1893. She was 
born in Indiana, and was reared to maturity in 
ansas. Our subject and wife have two chil- 


dren, Cornelius, a fine little fellow, four years 
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old in April, 1901, and Emmett, born iebruary 
10, 1QOF. 

Politically Mr. Foley is a Democrat, and re- 
ligiously a Catholic. Ife is serving as a justice 
of the peace in this township, and, though he has 
sometimes been urged to make the race for the 
position of sheriff, he has steadily declined the 
honor, as he finds his time already well occu- 


pied. He is very popular with most of the citi- 
zens of Ralston, and greatly enjoys its rapid 


rise and prosperity. 

PY J. BOW MAN is one, of the enterprising 
e . men who entered Oklahoma at the time 
of its opening April 22, 1889, locating 
near Edmond. At this writing he holds office 
as recorder of deeds of POkiahoma county. He 
was born January 29, 1867, in Woodiord county, 
Ky. His grandfather, William Bowman, was a 
native of Virginia, of English descent, and set- 
tled in Woodiord county, Ky. During the war 
of 1812 he served-in the American army. 

FE. J. Bowman, the father of our subject, was 
also born in Woodford county, Ky., and there 
engaged in farming until 1870, removing at that 
time to Clinton County, Mo., where he now con- 
ducts general farming and cattle- -raising enter- 


prises. Although sixty-eight vears of age, he is 
hearty and hale, He married Miss Louise M. 
Smith, also of Woodford county, Ky. They 


are the parents of seven, children, all of whom 
with the exception of our subject, now reside in 
Clinton county, Mo. E. T. Bowman is a farmer 
there, while another brother, P. V., is county 
assessor. 

Reared on his father’s farm in Kentucky C. J. 
Jowman received a good education in the public 
schools and at Troy College. When his parents 
went to Missouri in 1879 he entered Chapman's 
private school at St. Joe, Mo., and after gradu- 
ating he commenced to clerk in a store in that 
city. Upon the opening of Oklahoma Terri- 
tory he made the run on April 22, 1889, and 
succeeded in getting one hundred aad sixty 
acres five miles west of Edmond. He remained 
in that place until the following year, when he 
sold out, and going to Edmond’ he embarked 
in the mercantile business as a member of the 
firm of Lott © Bowman. They erected a store- 
room and succeeded in establishing a good busi- 
ness, but in the fall of 1893 Mr. Bowman sold 
out. December 31, 1893, he was. appointed 
postmaster of Idmond by President Cleveland, 
and served in that capacity four years and six 
months, until June 31, 1808. After his retire- 
ment from office he resumed the mercantile busi- 
ness, but in September, 1808, he again solid out, 
having “been nominated on the Democratic 
ticket for county recorder of deeds. At the elec- 
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tion he received a majority of over four hundred 
votes, and on the Ist of January, 1899, took his 
oath of office for a term of two years. In 
1900 he was re-clected by a majority of five hun- 
dred and twelve. The duties of his office he has 
discharged in a faithful and able manner. He ts 
numbered among the substantial citizens of 
Oklahoma county and has hosts of warm friends 
who hold him in high esteem. 

At Edmond, this county, Mr. Bowman mar- 
Ina Thatcher, a native of Leba- 
non, Ill., and a daughter of R. Thatcher, who 
served. as the first president of the Normal 
School at Edmond. Their marriage has been 
blessed by two children, Blanche and Marian. 
The educational advantages received by Alrs. 
3owman were excellent; she is a graduate of a 
college in Kansas and also of Knox College 
at Galesburg, Ill. Our subject is a strong Dem- 
ocrat and has served two years as city clerk. 
He is a member of Oklahoma City Lodge, A. F. 
& A. M., also the Knights of Pythias, in 
which he serves as past chancellor. The Com- 
mercial Club, of Okl klahoma City, which is com- 
posed of the leading business men of the place, 
numbers him among its active workers. He is 
a member of the Baptist Church 


EORGE BULLARD, deputy clerk of the 
district court for Lincoln county, is in the 
prime of early manhood, and_ possesses 


the enterprise and public spirit which conduce 


largely to the welfare of a community. He comes 
of a pioneer family of Ft. Wayne, Ind., or of that 
immediate vicinity, and was born in that city on 
Christmas day, 1865. His grandfather, George 
Bullard, a native of New York state, was a 
successiul farmer near Ft. Wayne during almost 
his entire life, which covered the greater part 
of this century, ninety-three years. His. wife 
also attained an extreme age, dying in her 
eighty-seventh year. 

The parents of the subject of this article are 
S. L. and Jennie M. (Evans) Bullard, now resi- 
dents of this township. Both are natives of In- 
diana, the father’s birth having occurred on the 
old homestead near Fort Wayne, and the moth- 
er’s birth having taken place in the same county. 
She is a daughter of John Kk. Evans, an eariv 
settler in the Hoosier state, where he became 
a capitalist, owning large tracts of valuable fand 
in desirable sections of the country, and also city 
real estate; Both he and his) wife were lonv- 
lived, also, he being about four-score years old 
at the time of his death, and his wife reaching 
the ninetieth milestone in life's journey. 

Always a patriotic citizen, S. L. Bullard vol- 
unteered in the defense of the Stars and Stripes 
when the Civil war came on, and serve:l as a 
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first lieutenant in the Forty-seventh Indiana 
Volunteer Infantry. After the war he was ad- 
mitted to the bar, and engaged in the practice 
of his profession at bort Wayne for several 
years. Then, going to Hickman, Ky., he was 
engaged in the manufacture of lumber for about 
three years, but at the expiration of that period 
lost heavily, his plant being destroyed by fire. 
Concluding to try his fortunes in the trains-Mis- 
sissippi region, he became a citizen of Greens- 
burg, Kans., and devoted his attention, as form- 
When Oklahoma was 
opened, he went to Guthrie, and two years later 
came to Chandler, in both of which places he 
Here he 
located a claim half a mile east of the city, and 
has dwelt there, giving much attention to the 
cultivation of fruit, in which he has met with 
gratifying success. His elder daughter, Mrs 
Bertha Malone, resides in Dallas, Tex., and the 
younger one, Eva, is at home. 

George Bullard, the eldest of the parental 
family, spent eighteen years of his life in Fort 
Wayne. He obtained a practical education in 
the city schools and in the local Methodist Col- 
lege, where he pursued a commercial course, 
thus amply qualifying himself for his business 
career. In 1884 he accompanied his father to 
Kentucky, and for two years was connected with 
the milling business there, then removing to 
Kingman, Kans., where he was employed in the 
national bank during one winter. Later he was 
made deputy county treasurer of Kiowa county, 
Kans., a position which he ably filled for more 
than two years. From 1889 until 1892 he was 
the bookkeeper of a large plumbing establish- 
ment in Salt Lake City, and then, coming to 
Chandler, he lent his assistance to his father in 
the culture of fruit and improvement of the farm. 
For one term of two years he served in the office 
of justice of the peace, and in 1898 was ap- 
pointed as deputy clerk of the district court of 
this county. He is making. an excellent record, 
and is justly popular with the public. 

Socially, Mr. Bullard is held in high esteem. 
He was initiated into the Masonic order in 
Chandler, Lodge No.10, A..F. &-A. M.; in No- 
vember, 1897, and at present holds the office of 
secretary. He is associated with the Knights of 
Pythias, and in his political creed is an uncom- 
promising Republican. 


ON: ALFRED. H.,.BOLES.»,In-the, halls 
of legislation a prudent and wise counsel- 
lor, at the bar an able advocate of thie true 
and just, and in political circles a recognized 
Alfred H. Boles, of Perry, is ranked 
among the representative citizens of Oklahoma. 
He comes from stanch patriotic stock, and at 
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of his ancestors were heroes of the 
Revolution, of the war of 1812, and of early 
colonial wars with the Indians. , One, bearing 
his patronymic, though the name was then 
spelled Boals, was a commissioned officer under 
the great General Wellington. His grandfather, 
Thomas Boles, was born in Pittsburg, Pa., in 
which city his father had taken up his abode 
upon coming to America. He was a native of 
the Emerald Isle, being of the old Protestant 
Scotch-Irish branch of the Celtic race. At a 
very early period in the history of Tennessee, 
Thomas Boals (or Boles) became a_ pioneer 
planter of Humphreys county, and the red race 
then was in the great majority among his neigh- 
bors. The wife of his choice, a Miss Denning, 
was a daughter of a soldier of the Revolution 
and of the war of 1812. He, too, was one of the 
Tennessee pioneers, and was obliged to take 
part in many skirmishes with the Indians, who 
often threatened the white settlers. 

The parents of the subject of this sketch were 
John and Mary (May) Boles. The father was 
born in Middle Tennessee, and removed to the 
territory of Arkansas in its frontier days, be- 
coming a wealthy planter and stockman of Yell 
county, his home being in tlre vicinity of Bluff- 
ton. He was a personal friend of Jackson, and 
was an ardent Democrat until about the begin- 
ning of the Civil war. He was ever loyal to the 
Union, and transferred his allegiance to the 
Union party on account of his convictions of 
right and duty. He died ere the conflict of the 
contending factions had ceased, but, carrving 
out his expressed wishes and intended action, 
his widow freed their slaves long before the 
einancipation proclamation, She also was a 
native of Tennessee, and was the only one of 
her own family Whose sympathies were with the 
Union, and who was in favor of freeing slaves. 
Her father, Thomas May, likewise a native of 
Tennessee and an early settler of Yell county, 
Ark., owned a large plantation there, and died 
about the time when the Civil war began. His 
father, who was a native of Pennsylvania, was a 
soldier in the colonial army during the Revolu- 
tion. Mrs. Mary Boles is still living, her home 
being in Dardanelle, Ark., and five of her seven 
sons and three of her seven daughters are yet 
living. 

The patriotic spirit which animated so many 
of our subject's ancestors in “ye olden days” 
found new expression in the Civil war, for three 
of the sons of John and Mary Boles, the only 
three who, by any stretch of the imagination, 
could be considered beyond the age of child- 
hood, did all within their power for the defense 
of the Union. The oldest, now Judge Thomas 
Boles, of Fort Smith, Ark.,.organized the Third 
Arkansas Cavalry, serving as captain of Com- 


least three 





a 


eorr 


yilt ly asored view erviemaneveid lo sont Peery 


Naso lo ben 213) Yo vew oft lo notiulovesl 
swirl ort aunifarl off tiv maw lninolers 
Hult acw oot od duworlt ot aneweq atl 


joxtiG trenelealonnds eb ehy eleoll bolora 
ail! fomuetts ff lierverv) tory oft 


ephure) 
stor dnt eaery 


ei wd opdasitl we onal caw eotetl asmodT 
dents otf qa tocden bed vortael eid vty atone 
i gee & een OFT wasinomA of syed meq 
unsiesion 1] fide oft Te onied tel bierwmd oft 
woof. 9987 ato) ole Je loournd ceil -risteo? 
sxe2emngl to vuetail colt ut foray von yt 
Yeon 6S smo tangled! jw) vl eetl asiaodT 


mat bet wh law “ghises ewedqan lt lo vesting 
~Usgtuen a eet yin tie Wewine Ioorg alt Mh ewe irsitt 


aio) val gals at ja olive ol ated 
mpeatieed wilt Ye wibloe s io radyorbos eam 
seth} le ori awit OFT 1 Bt te sew oft fo ns 
wits) of leith ven Drs eoacoiq seeeenneT 
ciw ,eaatbet of) iby avtledinriae “yaar ft! S1ng 


wiulitoe olittw oft heualenly noo 
view dviode att Io trode oft to ators ad 


ern touttet wlT cestefl (xstZ) vine bam roto], 
ay ot hover bur sseeanet abhi ni wrod 
4 2a voteord et at eseomtA to vests) 


oY ly cenow bas rtusly aitlnovw & gemini 
fit jo vilioby oth! cb enige oftterl enh wie 


hen cioatoal to hrvint lanoeny & ave oH amd 
sigod ali gnads IHav dao) Insite ne egy 
ott of level 1999 eew OF tne liv? ult to marian 
ui? ot oonergells av! boraiaony bag soit 
TO ayortsertas oii at stad mon WO inne rier J 
4h} in tuition off ow beib oh uh bin fig 
ieee jini boages teint atoniont vari ntesbiter 
Hodion bohwom bie evdeiv boeraiqzs aid tee 
why swiled atl eovsle viadt boo wobr etl 
aa ola one Hsin OT, COT arene 
if ane vieo ot eee bas soeesniteT lo ovited 
‘teow oven eoulingenree oaor iy chtiial Avro vail 
its aprivanl We wiv al agve Orbe berg sone 
io ovitert 8 aaron tt eh eomonl T roisat robl 
cunnas Tat fe 4 ioe yineo the bie yorenenreT 
jwarky Tyee vail Hanne pont & bom , eh. 
mvgodt qin Ti ott) neck srit oft ods 
4 aay pie brarvta*l hy ovited w ain Orly ororttat 
aslereuyl nit? ently vis Ininoloo oft nt toibloe 
ope tol eet Hite ot colo yiely, etl sot 
qoe9e vod lo ov bes oA sllboastirel ni pitied 
toy sic atolihqual movee a Wo somtt bins enor 
a -auivif 
reef = hoticerhsas tloithy tiriga ritoiteq aT 
Teoh 4 1% sh le oy” ati haiotewanG 'f: vajdue aia to 
mitt val ae O ay add td amizesigxs Won hawed 
tse ott vicaletl vide hewn rele} lw enoe ot To 


ye Th haere var wd wow osntt 


Hide arsi ges on 
ott binned harofiianne | oe fie 


~lyti¢hh } te St 


ouietel wh woh Taw, Troelh ot Ie bib bead 


acco ovbeel, we patito: on ee ae onk lo 
soit, ft ath Dusit. Auf’ viene ne 
ino) w Ties a nia + adiald tena 


tal . 
ni re 

Ag ; .* 

Loy 

on) Se ; 
. i ie 

14 i i i 
7 ae | J fj ; 

ek — > as Pi. hh rit -_ Fy. yy 




























































prec a org | gory a 
~s val \noredsilT ot rn 
ody Wh 3 sodorent ter ote tambo rate: 
pared geil) Ver catistiopes old tee 
omit ve hovertzol gquied Insley aid pA 
-eilinann alt ni eon) 2th 7 OF ~ 
200%) Fo mositin 'n orinsed off 
-11K ¥e doiiatic vil boro br 
anw gttodetiO pol? | soieeston 


TOK euler ows bye ott ord 
ot aavalg sil To ipod at’ alll - ay 
on aval vent lo sobtonny ort rout 


lore ital) bo Resa ootinn, Hat 
ould oh Pa onseth Ber old 
rie oem H orl Sane hor hae : 
22h math valis: ai aeeod 
it an ae T eulletl ni evbiaavt - 
omor 6. af ay C 
‘git lo teoble olf , 
if ati to einer MoS 
is (eoidoetp) & onde 
tory raubortiol Jovol elt mt bere 4 
2 Aiden. s bouewsg ot 
sovmiened eit tot Noel gaivtheap 
at wills emt beinnqutessn of ,BBace 
iitiw, etwas en eshoe cyt 208 | aa a 
of wifvaster nod? etait exons 3 
ti fp tits sow a slw eal 
acw ih Wott.) otniye ante gatiub sam 
VOD heal jo roTHenond yew 
one tat hella cide od rloihw okt 
anew on SOM Hie O88 coer t an ps 
-Heiidigies: qeidmsstq ogial as te 
of onttoos aol? ban. oAgt 9 
ttt rae, aM a! oD nptadeen aid inal s 
sever Sil) le trans yori ben sir te 
sof ay at hertsa ol ayo owl Jom 


-3 apyr t ai bis .so80q oft’ y“s 
+tib ot to paolo einqak 





jo hho, 
pint frallinss 6 entgen. ab g¥l 
ailing ett itive selrqoq 

Wego ha) depicl nt fstodk a bnaliu&. < 
it vebne siimeels ot ott. ber 
ovat 6 Ad ALA Or of ® 
7 guile oft ahfod ysesrq 16 here 

io eithgia A ot sai borshoean, ai 

enon ce at hove tesitilog piel 


- 


aan ot aoa a .daa9 
‘ Pcp im ee a 
nieemantie 








1196 


pany I, while his next younger brother, Wil- 
liam, was a lieutenant in the same company. 
As ‘he was born Mareh 5, 1849, Alfred H. was 
barely twelve vears old when the war broke out, 
but two years later, notwithstanding the fact that 
he obviously could not enlist, he joined his 
brothers’ company aid continued with them for 
one year, doing everything that he could to as- 


sist in the numerous raids and skirmishes in 
which they were engaged. At Sabine Cross 
Roads, where a severe battle was fought, the 


two brothers, officers, were captured by the Con- 
federates, but, very fortunately for the voung 
men, they were speedily rescued by some of f Gen- 
eral Steele's forces, at Camden, Ark. 

The boyhood of our subject thus was passe 
in the thickest of impending, and finally actual, 
battle-clouds. His birthplace was on the pa- 
rental plantation near Bluffton, which was thor- 
oughly devastated by the contending armies. 
The mother, recently widowed, was forced to 
take her children to a place of safety, and lived 
in the southern part of Illinois during the last 
year of the war. Then our subject. a brave- 
hearted lad of sixteen, returned to the ruined 
home and endeavored to reduce order. Until 
he could harvest his*first crop, he and the family 
were obliged to live almost entirely upon wild 
game, which, fortunately, was plentiful. His 
education was obtained in a private school in 
Dardanelle, and in Normal, Ill., and, after spend- 
ing a vear in the state normal, in the last-1amed 
place, he engaged in teaching school in Arkan- 
sas. 

Soon after reaching his. majority, Mr. Boles 
Was appointed county surveyor of Yell county, 
by Governor Powell Clayton, and held that posi- 
tion for two vears. Then, sc up the study 
of law with his brother, Judeg ht hom Boles, 
and with Judge Caldwell, of fuittle Rock, he was 
admitted to the bar of his native county in 1874. 
He then was elected county attorney there, and 
served for one vear, but at the expiration of 
that period the Democrats came into power in 
that locality, and he quietly devoted his entire 
attention to his profession, having an office in 
Dardanelle, Ark., until 1875, and then, for nine 
vears, being located in Ozark. From 1887 to 

1893 he was in partnership with his brother, 
Judge Thomas Boles, at Fort Smith, Ark. He 
received the unanimous nomination at the hands 
of the Republican congressional convention for 
congress, at Mount Nebo, Ark., in 1892, but 
declined on account of business engagements. 

In September, 1893, our subject came to 
Perry, where he has sinee carried on a large 
practice. In the following fall he was elected 
to the Third Territorial Assembly, being the first 
senator sent from the district comprising Noble 
and Pawnee counties. Tle was the chairman of 
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the ways and means committee, and served 

a member of several others. He was very active 
in the deliberations of that honorable body, and 
to him is specially due the credit of defeating the 
puegilist bill, for a number of his own townsmen 
had banded together for the purpose of securing 
the passage of the bill. He originated the bill 
providing that the plaintiff in petty cases relat- 
ing to misdemeanor should give bond jor the 
costs of prosecution, should the charge not be 
sustained, this being done in order to prevent 
the accumulating of costs in cases brought for 
vexation and out of prejudice. 

In February, 1898, Mr. Boles was appointed 
by President McKinley to the position he has 
since held—that of register of the United States 
Land Office at Perry, the district comprising 
Noble, Kay, Pawnee and part of Payne county. 
As generally known, he has been an ardent 
worker in the Republican party, attending 
county conventions, and was the president of the 
first McKinley Club ever organized in this ter- 
it being founded in Iebruary, 1896. He 
was sent as the representative of this and Indian 
territoriesto the general international conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Chicago 
in May, 1900, and assisted in preventing the pro- 
mulgation of the views of some of the extreme 
Prohibitionists—the arraignment and denuncia- 
tion of President McKinley on the army can- 
teen score:! » He: is).an,,active,; member, of the 
Methodist episcopal Church of Perry, is presi- 
dent of the board of trustees, and has been since 
1894, and since 1894 has been the superintend- 
ent of the Sunday-school. A true friend to edu- 
cation, he was president of the Board of Educa- 
tion during 1895-96, officiating in that capacity 
while the school buildings were in process of 
construction. Fraternally he was initiated into 
Masonry in Pa ale Ark., and now belongs 
touPerry hedgenNo. 12, Ay Fue pAytM.: Perry 
Chapter No. 7, Rs A. AL: and Perry Command- 
ery No. 5, Knights Templar. THe also occupies 
an official position with the Woodmen of the 
World, and is an honored member of the Terri- 
torial Bar Association. 

In Humphreys county, 
Hon. A. H. Boles and 


took place in January, 


Tenn., the marriage of 
Miss Nannie R. Hust 

i 1876. Mrs. Boles was 
educated in the Female Academy at Dardanelle, 
Ark. and is a daughter of Rev. William Hust, 
a minister of the Methodist Tpiscopal Church. 
He was born, and recently died, in Humphreys 


county, and though he has carried on a farm 
and given some attention to mercantile af- 


fairs, having a store at TTustburg, Tenn., he al- 
wavs has occupied pulpits and has labored faith- 
fully for the promotion of religion. Tle married 
© Miss Bayliss. One of her uncles was one of 
the heroes of the Alamo, with that staneh fron- 
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tiersman, Sam Houston. Six fine sons and a 
charming little daughter bless the union of Mr. 
and Mrs. Boles, namely: Roscoe C., whose edu- 
cation was completed in the Edmond Normal 
and in the Commercial College at Fort Smith, 
and now is a stenographer; Arthur M., who 
also pursued a course in the normal at Edmond, 
and was one of the proprietors of the Perry 
Republican until recently, when he sold his inter- 
est; lized! THy,.1Jrs, and William H., who were 
graduated in the Perry high school, and now are 
students in the normal at Alva; Edwin K., Robert 
A. and Marjorie are attending the public school 
in Perry. The attractive family residence is sit- 
uated on lots which Mr. Boles staked out at the 
time of his arrival in Perry, at the opening of 
this country in September, 1893. 


ON. GEORGE W:. CAMPBELL, a well- 

to-do farmer of Logan. county, resides on 

the southwest corner of the southwest 
quarter, section 33, township 18, range I west, 
and throughout this region he has hosts of ac- 
quaintances. He descends from Scotch ances- 
try. The progenitor of the Campbell family in 
America was John Campbell, a native of Scot- 
‘land, and an officer in the Revolutionary war; 
his son, Thomas L., was a soldier in the war of 
1812. Next in line of descent was Thomas L. 
Campbell, Jr., who married Clarissa Witter. 
Their son, George W. Campbell, was born in 
Upshur county, Tex., February 2 23. 1845. His 
father, who in boyhood accompanied his parents 
to Ohio, settled in Texas in the early part of 
1833, and there engaged in farming and stock- 
raising. During his residence in that state he 
was a ‘member of the Texas Rangers, over which 
General Houston had command. When his son, 
George W., was twelve years of age, he removed 
with the family to Pettis county, Mo., but in 
1870 changed his place of abode to Cherokee 
county, Kans., and later moved to Howard (now 
Chautauqua) county, Kans. In the run for 
Oklahoma he located in township 17. 

During his boyhood George W. Campbeil had 
little opportunity for obtaining an education. 
When the Civil war began, he became a private 
in Company A, Sixth Missouri Cavalry, and was 
first under fire at Marshall, Mo. He served 
successively under Generals Grant, Banks and 
Granger, his last campaign being from Shreve- 
port, La}, to Tahlequah. 1..T., Atter a service: of 
two and one-half vears, during the latter part 
of which time he ranked as sergeant, he was 
taken sick and remained in the hospital at St. 
Louis until he received an honorable discharge, 
on account of disability. Upon returning home, 
realizing the need of a better education, he en- 
tered the public schools of Sedalia, Mo., where 
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he remained for two years, and later spent a 
few years as a school teacher in Pettis county. 
Joining his father in Chautauqua county, Nans., 
he spent a year there, but in 1873 returned to 
Missouri and bought a farm in Benton county, 
where he remained for many years. In 1891 he 
came to Oklahoma and purchased his present 
farm from three of the original settlers. Scarcely 
any improvements had been made on the land 
and it has required years of labor on his part 
to transform it into its present fine condition. 
October 1, 1868, Mr. Campbell married Miss 
Susan H. Fowler, a daughter of Samuel and 
Mary A. (Eastwood) lowler. She was born and 
reared in Benton county,.Mo., and received a 
good education, having attended school in St. 
Louis and St. Charles. Asa result of this union 
the following children were born: Annie B.; 
Samuel T., who was educated at Kansas City, 
and is now a practicing physician at Crescent 
City, Okla.; George C., who attended school at 
kansas City, and is a practicing physician at 
Campbell, Logan county, Okla.; William F. and 
Mary Maude, at home. Our subject has always 


been actively engaged in politics, being a stanch 


Republican, and. he has voted regularly for that 
ticket since the time General Grant was made 
president. _ While a resident of Benton county, 
Mo., in 1875 he was elected county collector of 
taxes and on years later he ran for the office of 
county clerk, but as the Democrats and Populists 
fused, he was beaten. He was then elected by the 
Republicans to the thirty-third assembly of Mis- 
souri, and upon the completion of his term was 
chosen circuit clerk and recorder of Benton 
county. He filled that office for four years, but for 
the following term he was beaten by the Demo- 
crats and Populi sts. Since residing in his pres- 
ent vicinity he has been a delegate to several 
Republican conventions, and was nominated by 
his party as councilman for his senatorial dis- 
trict, but though he made a good run, he was 
beaten by a narrow margin. Fle is a member of 
the Farnsworth Post, G. A. R., of Missouri, and 
has attended several grand reunions. He and 
his wife are members of the Methodist Church. 


! 


LEPNeGa.F, CHILDERS: h\Mn DourThe 
Oklahoma Territorial Medical Association 
has within its ranks a host of able, well- 
informed physicians and surgeons, and few of 
the western states can surpass us in this respect. 
Hl-health having been the cause of innumerable 
removals to this fine country, the services of 
skilled physicians are in constant demand, and 
thus many have been led to establish themselves 
in practice here. | 
Amone the successtul physicians of Logan 
county is Dr, Childers, of Mulhall. Just in the 
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prime of life and usefulness, he possesses a per- 
sonality which inspires respect and confidence, 
and long acquaintanceship with him increases 
the esteem in which he is held by the public. 
His birth occurred in Jay county, Ind., July 5, 
1863, and his parents are James H. and ‘Hannah 
H. (Vanskzock) Childers. When he was in his 
fifteenth year, the doctor removed with the fam- 


ily to Worth county, Mo., where the father pur- 
chased land and engaged in farming. 
Though he became well versed in the duties 


of agriculture, our subject carly determined to 
enter the medical profession, and thoroughly 
prepared himself in the general branches of 
knowledge in the public schools of Isadora, Mo. 
He made such excellent progress, indeed, that 
at sixteen he took an examination and as a re- 
sult was placed in charge of a school. Then, in 
order to further qualify himself, he pursued a 
course of study in the Northwestern Normal at 
Shenandoah, lowa. Being pigaigice in that 
institution in the class of “86, he resumed educa- 
tional labors in Missouri, and in the meantime 
took up the study of medicine. He was aided 
in this endeavor by Dr. William Cox, of Ox- 
ford, Mo., and later he entered Elsworth \ledical 
College, at St. Joseph, Mo. After he had been 
graduated, in the spring of 1899, he returned to 
Oxford and shared the work and was counseled 
by his former preceptor, Dr. Cox. During the 
three years that he was thus assisted, he acquired 
a practical knowledge which he could not other- 
wise have attained in the same period, and thus 
he was fully equipped for independent practice. 

Seven years ago Dr. Childers came to Mul- 
hall, where he soon won the patronage of many 
families. Year by year he has won fresh lau- 

els, and, as he is progressive, he keeps fully 
abreast of the times by reading all of the leading 
medical journals and thoughtfully considering 
the experiences of older practitioners, as related 
by them in societies organized for the diffusion 
of knowledge. In 1897 he became a member of 
the firm of Nineaid-Childress Drug Cempany, 
which is proving a successful enterprise, as it 
fills a need in this community, and is appreciated 
by our citizens. 

While a resident of Oxford, in 1892, the doc- 
tor married Carrie WW. Adams, who is a native of 
Ohio, and is a lady of good education and social 
attainments. Two sons bless this worthy couple: 
Leo, born in Athelston, Mo., and Paul M., born 
in Mulhall. The family occupies a pleasant resi- 
dence, which often is hospitably opened to re- 
ceive their many friends. 

Politically Dr. Childers’ preference is the 
Democratic platform, though he spares little 
time frem his arduous professional duties for 
those of a public character. Fraternally he is a 
member of Mistletoe’ Lodge No. 21, K. of P., 
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and) StsJolin’sekodges No.“12;'1..O2/ Ov Kavand 
worthily exemplifies in his daily life the Ingh 
principles of those organizations. 


OLDSMITH Ge NORRISs Among athe 
many who have cast their lot with the 
carly pioneers of Oklahoma, and contrib- 
uted by their industry and enterprise to its mate- 
rial and social advancement, may be mentioned 
Goldsmith G. Norris, who, since taking up his 
residence in Logan county, has added to his own 
interests and to the well-being of the community. 

Born in-Delaware county, Ind., February 25, 

1841, he is a son of John and Sarah (Nilgore) 
. Vorris, natives of Kentucky. Of the eleven chil- 
dren in the family, four only are now living. 
The children were born in Kentucky. The 
father was a valiant soldier in the Mexican war 
and served his country with courage and dis- 
tinction. G, G. Norris was reared on his father’s 
farm, and received a thorough home training 
which fitted him for the later duties and respon- 
sibilities of life. He received good educational 
advantages, and studied in the graded schools 
after completing the course in the district 
schools. Subsequently he interested himself in 
further increasing his fund of knowledge, and 
taught school before and after his marriage. 

In 1861 Mr. Norris enlisted in Delaware 
county, Ind., and participated in the important 
battles of Shuioh, Stone River, Missionary Ridge, 
Rocky Face, Resaca, New Hope Church, Muddy ; 
Run, Keriesaw Mountain, Peach Tree Creck, 
Atlanta, Jonesboro, Lovejoy, Springfield, Frank- 
lin and Nashville. Entering as a private, Mr. 
Norris was made sergeant of his c company m 
1864, after he had re -enlisted at Blaine’s Cross- 
oads, in eastern Tennessee. June 27, 1864, he 
was wounded at the battle of Kenesaw Mountain 
and laid up in the hospital for several weeks 
with a troublesome arm. When called on to re- 
sume operations he was delegated to enlist and 
frain a company of colored men, and of the 
eleven who originally started out to serve their 
country, but three survived the vicissitudes of 
war. 

Mr, Norris was married in 1868 to Eliza Jane 
Thompson, a native of Jackson county. Ind., 
and a daughter of Samuel and Teresa (Grisse- 
more) Thompson. In 1877 he settled in Cloud 
county, Nans., where he bought two different 
farms which he eventually sold, and went to 
Dodge county, Neb. After remaining there for 
about three years, he returned to Sumner county, 
Kans. where he rented a farm until the opening 
of Oklahoma. Tle made the run for the territory 
with three other men, three mules and a wagon, 
and located on the southwest quarter of section 
23, township 18, range 4 west. Tor a time he 
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lived in a dugout and wagon, finally erecting a 
one-room house, in which his family lived aiter 
their arrival, in October, for three or four years. 

Mr. Norris is public-spirited and enterprising, 
and variously interested in the institutions of the 
community in which he lives. Ile is a member of 
the Masonic order, having joined in Newberry, 
Ind., in 1866. He is now a charter member ot 
the No. 11, Crescent City, see has passed all of 
the chairs, and for three years has been master 
of No. 11. Mr. Norris, his wife and children are 
members of the Christian Church. To Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Norris have been born ten children. Min- 
nie M. is the wife of Mr. Peeples and lives in 
Kansas; .Alfred>H..ismarried.and. lives east.of 
Guthrie; John T. is. at home; Saretta E. C. is the 
wife of W. W. Rahe; William I°. is at home; 
Clara A., who is now Mrs. Armstrong, resides 
in Logan county; Marion E., Fannie O. and 
Marjorie V. are at home. 

Originally a Democrat, Mr. Norris now claims 
allegiance to the Republican party. For two 
years he has been justice of the peace in his 
township. 


R. KEAN has a well-managed and sticcess- 
ful farm on the southwest quarter of sec- 
tion 21, township 23, range 6 west, Garfield 

cotinty, which he has lived upon since the open- 
ing of the strip in 1893. His first effort toward 
improvement was the erection of a box-house 
12x16 feet in dimensions, in which he lived until 
1900. Since coming to the claim the owner has 
realized many of his expectations from his farm, 
and has gained from its occupation all that hard 
work and close application could command. 

Born in Russell. county, Ky., February 16, 
1850, Mr. Kean is a son of Edward and Priscilla 
(Dunbar) Kean. His youth was spent on his 
father’s farm in Kentucky, and in 1892 he re- 
moved to Hennessey, Okla., where he farmed 
and worked at his trade of saimenyening. He had 
previously married, in Russell county, Frances 
C. Jackman, who died in ellanewa ‘April 20, 
1894. Five children were born to this couple 
three of whom are living, viz.: Fdward, Chester, 
and Sina, who was born November 1, 1889. Liz- 
zie, the oldest, died in December, 1893, and 
Sarah Frances died in infancy. 

Mr. Kean is deserving of great credit for the 
headway which he has made in life. His youth 
was handicapped by lack of educational advan- 
tages, which, however, has been in a measure 
counteracted, and to-day he is devoted to the 
reading of books and periodicals and to the all- 
around broadening of his knowledge. In the 
political world he has found much to occupy his 
attention, and is interested in all of the undertak- 
ings of his party. Ife is a Republican, and dur- 
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ing his residence in Kentucky served as justice 
of the peace for six years. A remarkable showing 
is the fact that of all the cases tried by him none 
was ever appealed, and most of them were set- 
tled out of court through the medium of com- 
promise. 

Fraternally Mr. Kean is associated with 
Lodge No. 284, A. F. & A. M., at Jamestown, 
Russell county, Ky. While living in Kentucky 
he belonged to the Methodist E piscopal Church, 


ATRICK H. DILLON is numbered a among 
Pp the reputable citizens of Logan county. He 

is comfortably situated on the southwest 
quarter of section 27, township 18, range 3, on an 
improved farm of about one hundred and sixty 
acres of fertile and well-watered land. Upon the 
place may be found a substantial house, a barn 
and all the necessary outbuildings, all represent- 
ing the owner’s diligent toil. With justice he is 
considered no unimportant factor in the general 
interests of his community. 

A native of Franklin county, Va., born April 
29, 1846, Mr. Dillon is a son of Snelling E. and 
Lucy (Sanders) Dillon, who were likewise na- 
tives of that county, the father born in the year 
1805. The paternal grandfather was an early 
settler of the Old Dominion, settling in Monroe 
county, where he spent his last days. Grand- 
father Sanders was a soldier in the Revolutionary 
war. 

When the Dillon family left the birthplace of 
our subject, he was a lad of eight years. The 
father took up land in Missouri, and there Pat- 
rick spent his boyhood days, his education being 
limited to the district school. The family in- 
cluded four brothers and six sisters, of whom 
Sarah Ann and Alfred are deceased, the latter 
dying in infancy, in Virginia; Hous sa, Mrs. 
Bruner, lives on a farm in Barber count ’, KKans.; 
Mary and Lizzie are deceased; Mate: now 
Mrs. Cokerhan, lives on a farm in Lynn county, 
Mo. Another sister, Mrs. Belle Johnson, lives 
in Boone county, Mo. 

Upon reaching his majority, Mr. Dillon 
started out to seek his fortune, going first to 
Colorado and working on a farm by the month. 
After a year he went to Nevada and entered the 
employ of a lumberman, continuing in the 
wooded districts for four years. Then he pushed 
on into Oregon, and worked in lead mines a 
year or more. Going from there to the northern 
part of Nevada, he bought a number of teams 
and began freighting across the desert plains, in 
Which occupation he continued about seven 
years. He himself often drove ten yoke of oxen, 
attached to three wagons loaded with freight. 
and for seven years he never slept in a house 
Becoming tired of this life, he went back to the 
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mines and was thus engaged four years longer. 

The marriage of Patrick Dillon and Miss Nan- 
meC, Holliday took place in Gainesville, Tex., 
December 18, 1890. The parents of Mrs. Dillon, 
Joseph and Nate (Ayres) Holliday, are living in 
Calloway county, Mo., which was the birthplace 
of Mrs. Dillon. At the opening of Oklahoma, 
Mr. Dillon made the run from the north line of 
section 27 and located his present farm. He set 
industriously to work to improve his land, and 
now has a wellLimproved farm with running 
water and many other natural advantages. 
About one hundred acres are in a good state of 
cultivation. Mr. Dillon votes the straight Dem- 
-ocratic ticket. He and his excellent wife are 
members of the German Baptist Church, which 
they have generously supported, and which they 
assisted in organizing. 


OSES. SSEANDLEY.. ‘One ‘of the 

honored veterans of the Civil war, Moses 

M. Standley, of Logan county, is justly 
entitled to a place in the history of his country. 
In his youth his educational advantages were 
very meager, but since reaching maturity he has 
made the best of his opportunities, and may 
justly be termed self-made and self-educated. 

Charles Standley, a native of Bourbon county, 
Ky., when sixteen years of age, located in In- 
diana, and there married Anna Ka uufman, whose 
birth had occurred in Darke county, Ohio. 
When he was forty-eight years old, Charles 
Standley enlisted in the Twenty-fourth Light 
Artillery of Indiana, and, with his son, the sub- 
ject of this article, he served in the same com- 
pany. He was at his post of duty until he was 
claimed by death, in April, 1863. 

Moses M. Standley was born in Carroll county, 
Ind. , June 9, 1841, and his youth was passed in 
the ‘quiet pursuits of agriculture. At twenty 
years of age he married Mary E. Kerlin, of his 
own neighborhood, the date being June 20, 1861. 
They became the parents of one child, now Mrs. 
Martha Bescau, of St. Mary’s, Kans., and she 
has several children. 

In October, 1862, Moses M. Standley en- 
listed in the Twenty-fourth Indiana Light Artil- 
lery, and soon was sent to the battle-fields of the 
south. Among the numerous engagements in 
which he participated, the following may be men- 
tioned: Horse Shoe Bend and Marlboro. Ky 3 
Louden, Tenn.; Campbell's Station, Strawberry 
Plams, Dandridge’ and Resaca. His “battery 
traveled over four thousand miles, encountering 
all kinds of obstacles and vicissitudes, and often 
the time consumed in crossing rivers was very 
great, as but one gun at a time could he trans- 
ported. As he was a corporal, our subject had 
the responsibility focusing the guns on the 
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enemy. At the siege of Knoxville he and his 
comrades were so hard pressed by the Confed- 
erates that, their supplies of rations being cut off, 


‘they were obliged to eat the bran provided for 


the horses and ‘mules, and the poor animals suf- 
fered for food so greatly that they ravenously 
chewed the spokes of wheels and the wagon- 
poles of the vehicles near which they were pick- 
eted. 

Being under orders to capture and burn 
Moore’s Bridge, our subject’s battery teok part 
in a spirited charge, and in trying to leap across 
a ditch twelve feet wide and twelve feet deep 
the horse which he rode missed his footing and 
threw him heavily forward against the pommel 
of the saddle, causing a serious rupture. The 
bridge fell into the hands of the Federals the 
more readily owing to the strategy to which 
their colonel resorted—the clothing of two of 
his companies in the rebel’s uniform. While en- 
camped near Sandtown, on the Chattahoochee 
river, a large force of men were chosen to make 
a raid to Andersonville, with the hope of releas- 
ing the prisoners kept there. and, learning of this 
plan, our subject eagerly offered what money he 
had in his possession—twenty dollars—for the 
privilege of taking the place of one of the men 
who had been selected for the duty. His brother, 
William H. Standley, as he supposed, was con- 
fined in the prison, but he did not know until 
later that he had died. Just after having made 
arrangements with a comrade to go in his place 
to the prison, he was interrupted by his captain, 
who would not consent to this infringement upon 
his military plans. Next he was sent to Nash- 
ville, and later was engaged in the siege of that 
city and in the battle of Columbia, Tenn. As so 
few of his battery was left at the close of that 
campaign he and his comrades were sent. to 
Louisville, Ky., to act as guards over prisoners. 
The young wife of Mr. Standley unfortunately 
went to visit him at Louisville and there con- 
tracted typhoid fever, of which she soon died. 
While serving under the leadership of General 
Sherman in Georgia Mr. Standley received a 
sunstroke while on a forced march to Jonesboro, 
and, as there was no opportunity for his admis- 
sion to a hospital for some time, he says 
facetiously, that he “borrowed a mule and buggy r 
which he found hitched to a fence.’ His service 
in the army came to a close when he was no 
longer needed, and he was honorably discharged 
August BT SOS. 

Soon after Mr. Standley’s return to his old 
home he married Charlotte Moon, the ceremony 
being performed February 11, 1866. She was 
born in L ivingston county, Ohio, and was but 
two years old when her parents took her to Car- 
roll county, Ind. On the rst of March, 1866, Mr. 
Standley removed to Jefferson county, Kans. 
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with his wife and household goods, and for a 
period rented a tract of land. In 1870.he bought 
eighty acres of wild land, which fie improved, 
and, finally selling the place, embarked in the 
cattle business. In 1884 he went to Jackson 
county, and there bought three hundred and 
twenty acres, which he cultivated for three years. 
Then, disposing of that property, he was ready 
to make the race into Oklahoma, April 22, 1880, 
and located on his present homestead in the 
southwestern quarter of section 17, township 15, 
range 3 west. He had previously selected this 
land by reference to a map which had been 
printed in a Kansas City newspaper, but he 
found a contestant for the claim, and did not 
obtain a deed to the place for five years, and in 
the meantime had been obliged to spend about 
$900 in litigation. 

Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Standley, namely: Mrs. Miranda Vesper, of this 
county; Allen, also of this county; Mrs. Ida 
Kesinger, of Colorado; Bert C., Laura, Oscar 
and Della, who are at home. Mrs. Vesper has 
seven children and Allen has two children. All 
of the children of our subject were born in 
Kansas. 

The father of Mr. Standley was a Whig, and 
he has been a Republican since the time when 
he cast his first ballot in 1868 for General Grant. 
He had taken an active part in the campaign 
which led up to the election of Lincoln, but wa 
not old enough to cast a vote. He has been a 
‘delegate to conventions of his party, and was 
chairman of the township central committee in 
Harper county, Kans. He helped to organize 
William Watts Post, G. A. R., at Seward, and is 
a charter member and surgeon of the same. He 
was also a charter member of the Protective and 
Detective Association. 


ARREN K. SNYDER, one of the leading 
barristers of Oklahoma, is a member of 
the well-known firm of Lewis & Snyder, 

of Oklahoma City, which by many is said to be 
the strongest legal combination in the territory. 
The firm have been identified with many of the 
most prominent criminal suits of the south- 
west, but more recently have devoted their ef- 
forts exclusively to civil suits and corporation 
law, and are now attorneys in the territory for 


the St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad, and 
numerous other large concerns. 
Mr. Snyder was born in Alexandria. Va.. and 


is a son of Dr. Samuel and Mary IF. (Houchens) 
Snyder. His great-grandfather Snyder was born 
in Germany, but came to this country and set- 
tled in North Carolina. The grandfather was 
born in North Carolina, and, being a Federalist, 
moved north during the Civil war. Samuel Sny- 
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der was born in North Carolina and entered the 


medical profession, receiving the degree of 
M.D. He was a surgeon in Stonewall Jackson's 


brigade throughout the war, and died soon aiter 
its close, in Alexandria, Va. He married Mary 
I’. Houchens, who was born at Culpeper, Va., 
and whose father, Josiah B. Houchens, a native 
of Virginia, was a farmer and planter by voca- 
tion. The Houchens family was prominent in 
the early days of Virginia. Mrs. Snyder now re- 
sides in Washington, D. C. She has three chil- 
dren, as follows: Minnie Rosa, of Washington, 
D. C., private secretary to the paymaster-general 
of the navy; Harold, who was a lieutenant in the 
United States navy, and is now aide to Hon. 
John D. Long, secretary of the navy, and War- 
ren K., the subject of this biographical record. 

Warren K. Snyder was born February 8, 1868, 
and was reared in Alexandria until twelve years 
old, afterward in Washington, D. C., until his 
fifteenth year. Hoping a change of climate would 
benefit his health, which was poor, he went to 
Texas, and for the following five years spent 
much time in the saddle on a cattle ranch, mean- 
while fully recovering his health. The cattle 
business, in which he “engaged, proved a losing 
venture to the extent of $6,000, and he returned 
to Washington, D. C., to prepare himself for the 
legal profession. He read law and attended 
Georgetown University until 1889, when, on 
April. 22, he located in Oklahoma City. He took 
up a claim in Cleveland county, near Moore, but 
sold it about a year later. 

Soon after the organic law was passed, in 
1890, Mr. Snyder was admitted to the bar, and 
entered upon a successiul practice. In 1892 he 
formed a partnership with D. C. Lewis, which 
has since existed. He has had wide experience 
in practice and has frequently argued cases be- 
fore the supreme court of the United States. 
With Mr. Lewis, he was prominently identified 
with the Clyde Mattox murder case, which they 
bitterly contested for four or five years, finally 
succe eding in having the sentence of their client 
commuted from hanging to life imprisonment. 
This is the most celebrated cast ever tried in the 
west or southwest, and two points of law were 
passed upon which had never before come up for 
decision. The firm of Lewis & Snyder are coun- 
selors for the St. Louis & San Francisco Rail- 
road, the St. Louis & Oklahoma City Railroad, 
the Oklahoma City & Western Railroad, the 
Union Central Life Insurance Company, the 
Deming Investment Company of Kansas City, 
and the Oklahoma City Terminal Railroad. 
Mr. Snyder is a member of the Territorial Bar 
Association and the Oklahoma County Bar As- 
ciation. In political belief he is a Democrat. 

In Washington, D. C., occurred the marriage 
of Mr. Snyder to Emily Arledge, who was boru 
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in Clark county, Va., and is a daughter of Geerge 
H. Arledge, a Confederate, who served as lieu- 
tenant on the ironclad “Merrimac.” After the 
war the latter engaged in the cotton business in 
Texas, Cuba and New England States, and died 
in Washington, D. C. Mrs. Snyder was edu- 
cated in Galveston, Tex., and is a member of the 
Baptist Church. Of her marriage there are two 
children: Harold H. and Edwin C. 


OFIN “N> (CRUMPACKER.... Nir. \Cram- 
packer is an enlightened and progressive 
farmer, and his fertile and highiy cultivated 
farm in FE] Reno township, Canadian county, is 


‘a delight to the eye, and an eloquent. testimony 


of what can be done in this part of Oklahoma. 
He came here from Seward county, Neb., in 
1893, and applied himself vigorously to the task 
of converting a stretch of wilderness into a 
charming home property. How well he has suc- 
ceeded the splendor of the yellow harvest now 
bending before the harvester attests. 

Mr. Crumpacker was born in Virginia, where 
his father, whose Christian name was Owen, 
also was born. The elder Crumpacker did not 
remain long in the south, but carly emigrated 
to Laporte county, Ind., where he lived and died. 
He was a prominent farmer, and was a soldier 
in the war of 1812. In his young life he was 
overseer on a plantation, but the position had 
little attraction for him, and he soon found a 
more congenial occupation. He was a Baptist 
and a prominent man in the councils of that 
church. He married Hannah Woodford, who 
became the mother of seven children, three of 
whom are living: John N.; Theophilus, now in 
Indiana; and Hannah Jane, who is Mrs. Tim- 
othy Weed. Both parents died in Indiana, where 
the family name is still represented. An Indiana 
Crumpacker, a nephew of the subject of this 
sketch, is in North Carolina, and another 
nephew, Jonathan Crumpacker, has been ap- 
pointed United States district judge jor the ter- 
ritory of New Mexico. A grandfather of John 
N. was a Dunkard preacher in the early days of 
Virginia. An uncle, Adam Crumpacker, was an 
early pioneer of Laporte county, Ind., where 
the family was associated largely with the Dunk- 
ards. 

John N. Crumpacker grew up in the Indiana 
home until he reached the age of fourteen, when 
he was thrown upon his own resources. Flaving 
about five hundred acres of second-class land, he 
did well in its management, and was able to sell 
out at a good figure in 1872. The proceeds he 
invested in a section of land in Seward county, 
Neb., and at once began a system of diversified 
farming, making specialties of corn and hogs, 
and for many years was located on this one farm. 


In 1893, feeling the need of a warmer climate, 
he accordingly sold his Nebraska property, and 
invested the amount realized in four hundred and 
eighty acres of choice land in El Reno town- 
ship, Canadian county, Okla., where he now 
lives. Later, he bought an equal-sized tract of 
land adjoining his farm, and now owns nine hun- 
dred and sixty acres. He has settled a son upon 
a quarter-section, and at the present time owns 
one-half of section 26, one-half of section 34, and 
one-half of section 22, and is one of the mos: 
extensive operating land-owners in the territory. 
He isa Republican, but is not an office-seeker. 

He was married in Indiana to Elizabeth Em- 
mons, who is deceased. To this union were born 
six children: Thomas, a farmer in this county; 
Lucian, a prominent farmer; Mrs. Elsie Car- 
nahan; Catherine, Mrs. Harris; Naney, Mrs. 
Howell; and one that died in infancy. The sec- 
ond wife of our subject was Miss Frances 
Evans, who became the mother of six children: 
Samuel, a farmer in Nebraska; Milan; Leonard; 
Edward; Mrs. Bates and Mrs. Harvey. The 
family had the smallpox in 1900, and Mrs. Crum- 
packer died of this dread disease, January 4 of 
that year. 


\ ILLIAM MOORE, a prosperous agricul- 
turist of Logan county, was born in 
Logan county, Ohio, February 20, 1834, 

and is a son of Tobias and Rachel (Miller) 
Moore, natives, respectively, of Virginia and 
Maryland. The paternal grandfather was a na- 
tive of Virginia, and the grandfather Miller 
served in the Revolutionary war. Aside from 
distinguishing himself as a soldier and hero, he 
carried with him the memories of his seven years’ 
association with the immortal Washington. 

In 1840 William Moore moved with his par- 
ents to Steuben county, Indiana, where they 
were busily engaged in general farming and 
stock-raising, and where both father and mother 
terminated their enterprising and useful exist- 
ence. The father, who died in the fall of 1866, 
was interred in Mount Zion cemetery, and the 
mother, who died in 1885, was buried in Pleasant 
Lake cemetery. One brother, Wesley, a soldier 
of the Civil war, died in 1864, and is buried at 
Lebanon, Ky. A. J. has lived in Crescent town- 
ship, Logan county, since 1890, and is success- 
fully conducting a farm; a sister, Mrs. Maria 
Jane Vose, is living in Steuben county, Ind.; 
lize Ann, who is married to Mr. George Miller, 
also lives in Steuben county; Lucinda is married 
to Noah Knisley, a farmer living in Payne 
county, Okla., and Sarah Frances, Mrs. John 
Twines, lives in Shawnee county, Kans. 

William) Moore spent his childhood days on 
his father's farm, and industriously assisted his 
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father in the performance of his duties. He also 
studied faithfully at the district schools, and in 
this way acquired a fair education. As occasion 
demanded, he evinced considerable business abil- 
ity. He was married in 1857 to Martha Miller, 
and of this union there are two children, Sylvina 
and Mary. The former now is Mrs. H. lleming, 
and lives at Castle Rock, Wash., while the latter 
married Mr. Frank Lowe, a locomotive engineer, 
and conductor on the railroad at the time vot his 
death, which event occurred in Iona, Mich. 
Mrs. Moore died in the spring of 1866, and was 
buried at Pleasant Lake cemetery. Mr. Moore 
was married in 1882 to Mary Huff. His son, 
Arthur A., by his second wife, Nancy Miller, is 
now living on the home farm and conducts 
the same. He worked in a farm implement fac- 
tory at Pleasant Lake and Ashley, Ind. In 1896 
he came to Oklahoma and bought one hundred 
and sixty acres of land. In politics he 1s a Re- 
publican of the old reliable kind, as also is his 
son, Arthur. 

Mr. Moore enlisted June 18, 1862, in Company 
H, Seventy-fourth Regiment, Indiana Volun- 
teers, and served three years and three months. 
He saw considerable service as a soldier, always 
faithfully discharging his duties. He served in 
the Third Division, Third Brigade, of the Four- 
teenth Army Corps, fighting last under General 
Sherman, and participating in the famous march 
to the sea. He fought at Perryville, Ky.; was 
engaged in battle against the forces of General 
Morgan at Roland Forks, Tenn.; also fought 
at Hoover’s Gap, where he was wounded in the 
left side, and in the engagement of Chickamauga 
was shot through the right arm. After recovery 
he marched to the sea and was at Atlanta, Ga. 
He was also near the scene of the surrender of 
General Lee, and later participated in the grand 
review at Washington, D. C., and went home 
and resumed farm pursuits after being honorably 
discharged at Indianapolis. 


EORGE M. MYERS." One of the early 

settlers of Crutcho township is George 

M. Meyers, who from boyhood has dwelt 
on the plains, and who, long before Oklahoma 
Was opened to the white race, hunted deer and 
antelopes, wolves and turkeys, all over this re- 
gion. Indeed, at that time, he became thoroughly 
convinced of the beauty and promise of this fer- 
tile section of the west, and determined that he 
would be among the first to enter such a land of 
Canaan when it became possible for him to do 
so as a permanent resident. 

A native of Wayne county, Ill, our subject 
spent four years of his life there, and in 1871 
accompanied his father, Peter Myers, to Kansas. 
The family located on the Arkansas bottom 


Jand, 


-as far south as Fort Sill. 


1205 


near the Osage Indian reservation, and 
thus the boyhood of George M. was truly spent 
upon the frontier. He early became skilled in 
all of the things necessary to the plainsman, and 
from the time that he was twelve until he was 
nineteen he was in the saddle more than out of 
it. He herded cattle and drove mule-teams, was 
engaged in the transportation of freight and 
supplies from Arkansas City and Cal dwell to 
different points in the Indian territory, and often 
His father also was 
similarly occupied part of the time, and many a 
time George M. drove four or six mule teams or 
oxen. For one of his age he was often entrusted 
with great responsibilities, yet never did he fail 
in the discharge of his onerous duties, and the 
confidence which his employers placed in him 
was well deserved. He continued to make the 
parental home his headquarters until he was 
grown, and his father now is a citizen of Crutcho 
township also. 

In the early part of 1889 G. M. Myers was in 
the Pottawatomie reservation, and was making 
preparations for planting a large crop of corn, 
when the news came to him of the proclamation 
which the president was to make in regard to the 
opening of Oklahoma. On that memora- 
ble April 22nd he started from a point near 
Choctaw City, proceeded along the Crutcho 
flats, swam the Canadian river, near Choctaw 
road, and prospected on the Deep Fork, but did 
not decide upon any location that day. Later 
he bought his present farm, in section Io, and 
filed his claim May 10, 1889. He at once began 
making improvements and put up substantial 
buildings, after which, in 1893, his claim was 
contested, but, at the end of a year’s litigation, 
he won his suit. He has placed one hundred 
and fifteen acres under cultivation and. has 
planted considerable fruit. In 1899 he harvested 
one thousand bushels of corn of so excellent a 
grade that he was awarded the prize, a one- 
hundred-dollar organ, at the Oklahoma terri- 
torial fair, held in Oklahoma City in the fall of 
that year. He is paying much attention to the 
raising of live stock, keeps from sixteen to 
twenty-five mules, large herds of high-grade 
Durham cattle, which he brought from Kansas, 
and Poland-China hogs. By well applied in- 
dustry and admirable foresight, he has become 
well-to-do and influential, and all who know 
him thoroughly respect him as a self-made man. 
Though not an office-seeker nor a politician, in 
the usual sense, he is actively interested in the 
success of the Democratic party. 

In the domestic circle Mr. Myers is very hap- 
pily situated. TTe was married April 26, 1893, 
to Miss Lizzie Ireton, in Winfield, Kans. She is 
a native of Nentucky, but was reared in Nansas 
and is especially adapted to the life of a pioncer’s 
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wife, for she is resourceful, brave and industri- 
ous, willing to make the best of things, and 
happy in her home. She is the mother of 
promising little son and daughter, named, re- 
spectively, Curtis and Ruth. 


EYMOUR S. PRICE, prominent in_ the 
workings of the Republican party in Okla- 
homa, is efficiently serving a as register of ae 

United States land office in Oklahoma Citys 
largest land district in the territory. 

Mr. Price was born near Quincy, lll, on the 
farm of one hundred and sixty acres which he 
now owns, and is a son of Andrew F. and Mary 
B. (Reagan) Price. His grandfather, who came 
of a prominent old Kentucky family, was born 
in that state, and lived at Lexington. Andrew 
Price, the father of our subject, was born in 
Lexington, Ky., and at an early day located at 
Jacksonville, Ill, where he became a prominent 
merchant. He was a warm college friend of 
the “War Governor” of Illinois, Richard Yates. 
He served as revenue assessor and collector dur- 
ing and after the Civil war. Later he purchased 
a farm near Quincy, and there he lived until his 
death, aged seventy-three years. He was a 
strong Abolitionist and a member of the Repub- 
lican party. In fraternal relations he was promi- 
nently connected with the Masons. He married 
Mary B. Reagan, who was born: in Morgan 
county, Ill., and was also strong in her advocacy 
of the abolition of slavery. She died in 1895. 

Seymour S. Price was born March 16, 1864, 
and attended school in his native county and 
Jacksonville, Ill. He remained a resident of Illi- 
nois until 1889, when he came to Oklahoma City 
and, in February, 1890, located here perma- 
nently. Soon after his arrival in Oklahoma City 
he, with his brother, C. W., who also came at the 
opening of the territory, built the electric light 
plant. They gradually enlarged the business, 
which was incorporated, with, Cy Wi Price as 
president and general manager. The brother 
died in 1893, and Seymour succeeded him as 
president and general manager, filling that office 
with marked efficiency until the plant became the 
largest of its kind in the territorv. September 
18, 1897, he was appointed by President Mec- 
Kinley as register of the United States land of- 
fice for the Oklahoma City land district, and, 
October 1, took charge of the office. The ap- 
pointment was subsequently confirmed by the 
senate, January 12, 1808, and he has served in 
a most capable manner to the present time. 

My. Price was united in marriage in Oklahoma 
City with Miss Leta Josephine Johnson, of Pitts- 
field, Ill., a daughter of Col. J. W. Johnson, an 
attorney-at-law of recognized ability. The lat- 
ter was representative of his district in the INli- 
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nois senate at the time of the Logan and Morri- 
son fight, and joined sides with the latter forces. 
He served with honor in the Civil war. He now 
resides ‘in Oklahoma City. Mrs. Leta J. Price 
was born in Pittsfield, Il, and graduated from 
the Pittsfield high school. In religion she is 
identified with the Christian Church. They have 
one daughter, Gladys Allison. Mr. Price is 
very prominent in various fraternal orders. He 
was made a Mason at Kingston, Ill., becoming 2 
member of Kingston Lodge No. 266; and is a 
member of Quincy Chapter No. 5; Quincy Con- 
sistorv, Valley of. Quincy; Oklahoma Com- 
mandery No. 2; India Temple, N. M. S., Valley 
of Oklahoma; and the Benevolent and Patriotic 
Order of Elks. A Republican in politics, he 
served as a member of the territorial committee 
for four years, being chairman of the advisory 
board in 1896, and he has had charge of the ter- 
ritorial Republican headquarters in Oklahoma 
City since 1896. 


AYTON A. SMITH, a well-known citizen 
of Canadian county, resides on his farm in 
' the southwest quarter of section 27, town- 
ship 13, range 6 west, his postoffice being at 
Frisco. Mr. Smith was born in Bartholomew 
county, Ind., December 12, 1844, and ts a son of 
J. R. and Elizabeth (Anderson) Smith. In 1856 
his parents moved to Marion county, lowa, 
where they bought land and where they liv ed the 
rest of their lives, with the exception of a couple 
of years spent in Missouri. 

Reared on the farm and educated in the com- 
mon schools, Mr. Smith remained at home until 
1864, when he enlisted in Company A, Forty- 
seventh Iowa Infantry, going first to Memphis, 
Tenn., then to Helena, Ark. He was in the serv- 
ice about seven months, and participated in a 
number of skirmishes, after which he was mus- 
tered out at Davenport, where he had also been 
mustered into the service. Returning home, 
he carried on a farm he had previously pur- 
chased in Marion county. He was married in 
Marion county, April 15, 1865, to Miss Barbara 
Newman, who was born in Parke county, Ind., 
and is a daughter of Rev. George and Barbara 
(Hammond) Newman. Iler parents went to 
Towa in 1849, locating in Marion county, where 
her father was a minister of the United Brethren 


Church. He preached in Ohio, Indiana and 
Towa, his ministerial career extending over a 
half century. Ile died at the age of eighty-cight 
years. 


Selling out his possessions in Marion county 
in 1880. Mr. Smith moved to Pottawatomie 
county, Iowa, where he successfully followed his 
calling for five years. In 1885 he went to Cloud 
county, Kaus., where he bought one hundred 
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and sixty acres of land. At the opening of Okla- 
homa he went to Buffalo Springs, April 22, 1880, 
and made the run, securing a claim in Canadian 
county. He cut and hauled logs with which to 
build a house, then went back in July for his fam- 
ily, who arrived in August, and lived in a tent 
until the completion of the house. They raised 
corn, turnips and pumpkins, and on these they 
mainly subsisted during the ensuing year. He 
has put all of the improvements upon the farm, 
including an orchard of ten acres. The peach 
trees began to bear in four vears, but it took 
longer for the apples. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith became parents of nine 
children: Charles Wesley, whose home is near 
that of his father; Wilham M., who died Jan- 
uary 18, 1900, leaving two children; Julia, who 
married and had two children, but died August 
28, 1892; Lulu B., wife of John I. Williams; 
Lucian died at the age of nineteen months; Ar- 
thur L., Myrtle, Roy and Maude, who are at 
home. All of the children were born in Marion 
count, lowa, except Roy, who was born in Pot- 
tawatomie county, that state, and Maude 
born in Kansas. Mr. Smith cast his first vote 
for president for Lincoln, in 1864, and voted 
for Greeley in 1872, but is now a Populist, and 
has been a delegate to various conventions. In 
1892 he was elected the first justice of the peace 
in his township, and has served continuously 
since, being re-elected November 6, 1900. He 
has been successful in settling, by arbitration, all 
cases but a few, and in these his decision has 
stood. He and his wife are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and have been act- 
ive workers in the same. 


ROF. EDWIN *DEBARR YM: Si, Ph.D. 

One of the leading educators of the west, 

Prof. Edwin DeBarr, ve eel with the 
faculty of the University of Oklahoma since it 
was opened to the public, has been an influential 
factor in the upbuilding of this noble institution 
of learning. Thoroughly devoted to his profes- 
sion, and himself a great student always, he pos- 
sesses, moreover, the special gifts of the success- 
ful teacher, and commands the respect cf his 
associate members of the faculty. A review of 
his history elicits admiration, for he has risen 
to distinction by his own merits and indefatigable 
labor, and steadily presses forward to further 
heights of knowledge. 

The paternal grandfather of our subject was 
born in Alsace, France, where his family spelled 
the surname “de Barr.” Captain DeBarr, as 
he was known during the greater part of his 
long life, was. a remarkable man in many re- 
spects. Coming to America in his youth, he 
lived in the colonies for some time prior to the 
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war for independence, and served in that conflict 
in the colonial army, furnishing his own equip- 
ments. When our second war with the mother 
country came on, he again came to the support 
of his adopted land, and, as before, furnished his 
own uniform and supplies, in order to spare the 
impoverished resources of the infant United 
States. Before the war of 1812 ended he was 
promoted to the rank of captain, and acquitted 
himself nobly. In spite of the almost unendura- 
ble hardships of those early wars, he was a mili- 
tary man by nature, and decades afterwards, 
when the Mexican war was entered upon, not- 
withstanding his extreme age, he volunteered 
his services, and teok part in the cainpaign under 
the leadership of General Scott, being the cap- 
tain of a company. Only a few years later he 
was summoned to his reward, and at his death 
had almost reached the century mark. His first 
location in this country was upon the site of the 
present beautiful large city of Rochester, N. Y., 
a portion of his farm now included within its 
boundaries. Later he removed to a farm near 
Oswego, N. Y., and finally cast in his lot with 
the sturdy pioneers of the then territory of Mich- 
igan. There he improved farms near Dexter, 
Washtenaw county, and in Ingham county. In 
religious faith he was a Baptist. 

The parents of Professor DeBarr are Matthew 
and Mary A. (Bell) DeBarr, natives of Oswego 
county, N. Y., and pioneers of Michigan. The 
father has managed farms in Ingham, Clinton 
and Saginaw counties, and for some time has 
resided at his present homestead, near Cheésan- 
ing, Mich. His wife also is a child of a hero of 
the war of 1812. Her father, Samuel Bell, was 
born near Oswego, N. Y., nearly one hundred 
years ago, and her grandfather Bell, a native of 
Ingland, first settled in Massachusetts upon ar- 
riving in this land, and afterwards located in 
the wilds of the Empire state. Samuel Belli, one 
of the few surviving veterans of the war of 1812, 
was a pioneer of Michigan. His first fiome there 
was near Detroit, and later he lived near Dexter, 
finally taking up his residence at his present 
home in Ingham county. 

Of the three children born to Matthew DeBarr 
and wife, the only daughter is deceased, and Sim- 
eon is an agriculturist of the vicinity of Chesan- 
ing, Mich. Prof. Edwin DeBarr was born on a 
farm near Lansing, Mich., January 14, 1859, and 
was reared in Clinton county. An apt student, 
he improved his rather limited advantages, and 
at the early age of fifteen commenced his career 
as a teacher. Success attended him, and within 
a few years he had risen to the dignity of princi- 
pal of schools of Bath, Mich. Vor two vears he 
pursued a course in the Normal at Ypsilanti, 
being graduated there in 1886, after which he 
was superintendent of the Almont (Mich.) 
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schools until 1890. In 1891 he was graduated 
with the degree of Bachelor of Sciences in the 
Michigan Agricultural College at Lansing, and 
in Mareh of the following year, upon complet- 
ing a course in the University of Michigan, re- 
ceived the degree of Bachelor of Philosophy. 
In June, 1892, the Normal College of Ypsilanti 
conferred upon him the degree of Bachelor of 
Pedagogy. Honors of various kinds now came 
rapidly, and during that summer he served in 
the chair of biology at Albion (Mich.) College, 
in August was elected to the superintendency of 
the schools of Mount Clemens, same state, and 
had just entered upon his new duties there when 
he was called to the chairs of physics and chem- 
istry in the University of Oklahoma. Resigning 
his position as superintendent of schools, he ar- 
rived in Norman at the time when the university 
was opened, and at once took up the great work 
here with his characteristic energy. In 1894 he 
became professor of chemistry and pharmacy, 
and two years later the first class was graduated 
in the department of pharmacy. During the first 
year of the university's existence the second 
story of a brick building in Norman served for 
class-rooms, but better things were in store for 
this now progressive institution. 

Owing to the scholarly thesis on prairie grasses 
and Oklahoma soil which he had prepared, 
Professor DeBarr received the degree of Mas- 
ter of Sciences from the Michigan Agricultural 
College in 1893, and six years later his other 
alma mater, the University of Michigan, be- 
stowed upon him the degree of Doctor of Phi- 
losophy. With the exception of the summer of 
1896, he has returned to that university each 
stimmer, pursuing a course in the laboratory 
under Dr. "P, ‘C.*Freer ‘and Dr. A., B. Prescott. 
To-day he is recognized as a skilled chemist 
and toxicologist and fre quently has been called 
upon as an expert in cases appearing in the 
courts of Oklahoma and Indian territories. Neg- 
lecting no opportunity of increasing his knowl- 
edge, he has identified himself with various or- 
ganizations of research, and as a member of the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Sciences, delivered two papers, one before the 
assembly in Detroit, in 1894, and one in Toronto, 
two years later. In the Territorial Teachers’ 
Association and in the National Educational As- 
sociation he has played an important part, his 
opinions being received with marked respect. 

In the fraternities, Professor DeBarr ranks 
high, and since coming to Norman has taken 
thirty-two degrees in the Masonic order, now 
being a member of the Guthrie Consistory 
and Hlustrious Potentate of India Temple, Mys- 
tic Shrine, of Oklahoma City. Initiated into the 
order in Norman Lodge No. 5, A. F. & A. M., 
he is Worshipful Master of the same at present. 
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In Lion Chapter No. 24, R. A. M., he is past 
high priest, and in Oklahoma Commandery No. 
2, Kk. T., is Eminent Commander. In the Odd 
Iellows ‘society he is past noble grand of Bath 
(Mich.)' Lodge No. 24, was a‘ delegate to the 
grand lodge of the state, and now is identified 
with Norman Lodge No. 1, 1. O.O. Fr. A char- 
ter member of the Oklahoma City Lodge No. 
407, "Db. "P.O. E.,"he'as' past “exalted” ritler: and 
was a delegate to the grand lodge at Atlantic 
City, July 10-12, 1900. In his religious belier 
he is a Presbyterian and is an elder in the Nor- 
man Church and active in the Sunday-school. 
His example should be an incentive to the rising 
generation, as he has reached his prominence in 
all lines of progress by earnest, determined ei- 
fort. In his youth he did not disdain manual 
labor, or any honorable employment, always 
keeping his “wagon hitched to a star,” however, 
and steadily w orki ing toward his high goal. In 
order to pay his way ; through college, at first, he 
did surveying, and in the early years of his res!- 
dence in this territory he was similarly em ployea 
to a great extent by public officials and private 
individuals of Oklahoma and Indian territories. 

The marriage of Professor DeBarr to Miss 
Harriet A. Bray, a native of Johnstown, Mich., 
took place at the home of her uncle and aunt 
Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Smith, near Battle Creek, 
Mich. Her parents were J. C. and Celestia A. 
(Coman) Bray. Her father, an enterprising 
farmer, was born in Massachusetts and came oi 
a fine New England family. Mrs. DeBarr was a 
lady of excellent education and was eraduated 
in the Michigan Normal College in 1886. June22, 
1896, she was summoned to the silent land, and 
left two daughters, Helen C. and Hilda M. 

Professor DeBarr was married to Miss Cora 
Belle Reid at the home of her uncle and aunt, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Woodward, at Port Huron, 
Mich., July 7, 1900. Mrs. DeBarr was a student 
of Michigan Normal College in 1885 and otf 
Michigan University in 1898-99. 


RANK P. STEARNS, who has served the 
people of Shawnee as postmaster since Sep- 
tember, 1898, is a popular and efficient citi- 

zen and business man. In political circles he is 
well known as a leading Republican of this 
county, and as a member of the Shawnee Club 
sceks to promote the welfare of his community 
in : practical manner. 

Che family to which our subject belongs is one 
of the oldest in the Union, for the founder, Isaac 
Stearns, accompanied Governor Winthrop from 
Ieneland to Waltham, Mass., in 1630. Wiliam, 
ercat-grandfather of I. P. Stearns, settled in 
Paris, Me, in, 1791, where he was a pioneer 


farmer and lumberman, also engaged im the 
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coasting and West India trade. His son, Wil- 
liam; grandson, S. P.; and our subject were 
born in Paris, Me., and thus for more than a 
century the family has had representatives in that 
far-away village. In fact, William, a brother of 
our subject, is carrying on the homestead which 
their great-grandfather located eleven decades 
ago. S. P. Stearns, like his forefathers, devoted 
his attention largely to agriculture and stock- 
raising, and is still a resident of Paris. [or many 
years he was a selectinan of that place, and fora 
long period he has been an active member of 
the Baptist Church and of the Odd Fellows 
order. Governor Stearns, governor of [lorida, 
was a second cousin of S. P., and one of the lat- 
ter’s distant relatives, on his mother’s side, was 
a governor of Maine. She bore the maiden name 
of Isabel Partridge, her parents being Austin 
and Sarah (Powers) Partridge, and her grand- 
father, Gideon Powers, a farmer of Maine, was a 
hero of the Revolution. Mrs. Stearns and her 
father were natives of Paris, Me., and’ she is 
still living in that town. ; 

Of the eight children born to S. P. and Isabet 
Stearns, two are deceased, and the only repre- 
sentative of the family in the west is the gentle- 
man whose name heads this sketch. Born Octo- 
ber 5, 1862; in Paris,“ Me., he was reared in that 
vicinity, becoming thoroughly versed in’ the 
proper management of a farm. An apt student, 
he was placed in charge of a school when he 
vas only sixteen years old, and later his higher 
studies were pursued in Colby University, at 
Waterville, Me., for two years. In July, 1883, 
he went to Kansas, and for two years engaged 
in the cattle business at Chapman and that local- 
ity, also shipping grain extensively. From 1885 
tov fuly,’ 1893) "he “made his home in Dighton, 
Kans., where, as formerly, he dealt in grain, and 
also conducted a real-estate business, and: for 
over a vear was the editor of the Herald. 
Though young in years, he possessed the enter- 
prise and ability of many middle-aged men, and 
by his own merits won the regard of the people. 
In the fall of 1885 he was honored by election 
to the responsible office of county superintend- 
ent of schools of Lane county, and at the expira- 
tion of his term was re-elected, thus serving from 
January, 1887, to January, r891. An active and 
influential worker in the ene interests, 
he was chosen as chairman of the county central 
committee, and in 1888 was a prominent candi- 
date for the office of state auditor, being de- 
feated, as is generally believed, by some political 
treachery. 


In July, 1893, Mr. Stearns cast in his lot with 
Oklahoma, at first dealing in grain at Nine- 
fisher, but on the following 16th of September 
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came to this county. Settling at old Shawnee, 
he carried on a general merchandising business 
until the new town was started, when he came 
here and built the first store in the place. This 
substantial structure, situated on Main strect, 
and 50x60 feet in dimensions, is still owned bv 
him, and is looked upon as a landmark. For 
some time he carried on a flourishing business 
as a builder and contractor, employing fifty or 
more workmen. In 1896 he sold out the gen- 
eral merchandising business which he had been 
managing, as his other enterprises demanded 
his entire attention. Then, until his election to 
his present office, he dealt in real estate and built 
no less than eight good residences in the town, 
and, in addition to this, was the local agent for a 
number of the leading insurance companies. In 
July, 1898, appointed by President MclWinter 
as postmaster of Shawnee, he assumed his duties 
as such September 1, and in January foliowing 
Was reappointed and confirmed in the office. 
During his incumbency the postoffice has been 
raised from the third to the second class, and 
many important changes for the better have been 
instituted in the service. 

Fraternally our subject is a Knight of Py rk 
and belongs to Shawnee Lodge No. 2 27 aay Hi, 
A.M. While a resident of Dighton, Ixans., ie 
married Miss Winifred Arnold, who is a native 
of Indiana, and one child blesses their union, 
poo y, Helen. Mrs. Stearns is a daughter of 
S. E. Arnold, now numbered among the citizens 
a Shawnee. 


W. JACKSON. Few in this prosperous 
county of Cleveland are better quaiified to 
represent the most advanced element of 
agricultural progress than is Mr. Jackson. Ar- 
riving in the territory with practically nothing 
but his innate ability and perseverance, he has 
forged his way to the front, and has been identi- 
fied with the growth of his locality from the time 
of the opening. He erected the first house for 
miles around, the dimensions being 12x14 feet. 
and this small beginning forms a part of thy 
present comfortable and commodious dwelling. 
He also dug the first well in the neighborhood, 
and found good water at a depth of twenty-six 
feet from the surface. In addition to his original 
clam, he purchased, in 1900, another claim on 
the northeast quarter of section 17, townsiiip &. 
range 2 west. His entire time is devoted to the 
improvement and cultivation of his property, 
and by reason of well-directed and intelligent 
industry, he has been able to realize many of 
his expectations in regard to the promise of the 
field of effort of his later vears. 
The early vears of Mr. Jackson were not un- 
like those of many country-reared youths. He 
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was born in Cedar county, Mo., November 28, 

1850, and is a son of Dr. Josiah A. and Margaret 
C. (Winton) Jackson, who were born in Ten- 
nessee, and who in their childhood were school- 
mates and playfellows. The paternal grand- 
father, John, was born in Virginia, and came of 
an old and distinguished southern family. Josiah 
Jackson was a typical southern planter, who 
owned a large plantation and numerous slaves. 
He was one of the pioneers of Cedar county, 
Mo., and was a practicing physician of promi- 
nence. About 1860 he removed to Cook county, 
Tex., where he lived until 1869, when he re- 
turned to Stockton, Cedar county, Mo., because 
of misfortunes that had overtaken him on 
account of the war. His useful career termi- 
nated in Stockton in 1870. 

The educational advantages of T. W. Jackson 
were somewhat limited in the first years of his 
life, but he afterwards made up for the deficiency 
by study and observation. After his father’s 
death he followed in his footsteps and studied 
medicine, but later became convinced that in the 
practice of the profession he would not feel the 
congeniality which portends success. He there- 
fore turned his attention to the more peaceful 
occupation of farming, and in Grayson county, 
Tex., he herded cattle and farmed for four years. 
He then removed north to the Indian Territory, 
and for twelve years continued the same line of 
work. 

October 18, 1888, Mr. Jackson returned to 
Texas and was united in marriage with Marietta 
Penn, a native of Cook county, Tex., and daugh- 
ter of Stephen and Mary A. (Horton) Penn. Of 
this union there were no children. The year 
following his marriage Mr. Jackson decided to 
avail himself of the newly opened territory, and 
so settled in Cleveland county, which has since 
been his home. In politics he is a believer in 
the principles of the Democratic party, but has 
never sought political preferment. Fraternally 
he is associated with the Ancient Order of 
United Workmen at Norman. Ie is an ardent 
worker in the Methodist Episcopal Church, as 
was also Mrs. Jackson previous to her death 
May 15, 1900. In 1894 Mr. Jackson was ap- 
pointed deputy sheriff of Cleveland county, and 
served for two vears with George Smith. Dur- 
ing 1898-99 he held the same position again 
under Hi Downing. 


ON. ROBERT A. LOWRY. « Themante:oi 
Mr. Lowry is associated with the firest 
intellectual and material development of 
Stillwater. As a lawyer of more than ordinary 
erudition, and as a legislator whose motto is 
progress, he has found abundant opportunity 
for the exercise of his large humanitarian and 
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expanding views, to the permanent advantage of 
both the town and state. 

The first of the Lowry family to associate their 
fortunes with the larger possibilities of life in 
America was the paternal great-grandfather, 
who came from the north of Ireland, and was of 
Scotch-Irish descent. He married a Miss Siater, 
a daughter of an Englishman of that name, and 

came to the United States during the reign of 
King George, locating upon a large grant of 
land granted him by the king. This land was 
located on the Elk river in V irginia, and during 
the Revolutionary war a great deal of it was lost 
through forfeitures and non-payment of taxes. 
After the marriage of his only daughter to Mr. 
Lowry, the latter went to live on “the govern- 
ment grant, where he passed his years of use- 
fulness, and where he eventually died. An only 
son himself, he in turn had one son, Samuel, 
who became a planter, and died on as grant in 
the possession of the family. He became the 
father of three sons, all of whom were killed 
in the Usgion army during the Civil war, and 
only one of whom hada male descendant. This 
son, Hiram S., the father of R. A: Lowry, left 
his father’s plantation in Virginia when twenty- 
one years of age. He was a man of too ad- 
vanced views to approve of slavery, and did not 
enjoy life~among the negroes of the south, 
and so located in Boston, Ohio. Pending more 
advantageous arrangements, he hired out to 
the surrounding farmers, and after saving up a 
little money engaged in independent farming. 
A natural mechanic, he studied engineering, 
and ran the mills for the manufacture of lum- 
ber in Kendall county, Hl In August of 1861 
he enlisted in Company I, Thirty-first  Thnois 
Volunteer Infantry. At the battle of Murfrees- 
boro he was wounded in the left arm, and, alter 
recovering, he served in a company of sharp- 
shooters who were in advance during the sicge 
of Atlanta for ten days. He was shot on the last 
day of the siege, in August of 1864, and his 
wounds proved fatal three days after. ITe was 
a couragcous and valorous soldier, and a worthy 
man and citizen. 

The mother of Mr. Lowry was formerly 
beth Jarvis, a native of Hamilton county, 
and a daughter of Joseph Jarvis, a plant 
West Virginia. He also was opposed to slavery, 
and, embracing the opportunity offered by the 
opening of the Northwest Territory, removed to 
Miami county, Ohio, where he became an agri- 
culturist on a large scale, and raised his family 
in comparative afiluence. Of his four sons 
served in the Civil war, two were captured, but 
lived to tell the tale of their sufferings in Ander- 
sonville to their children. The Jarvis family is 
of Enelish descent, and Mrs. Lowry ts) now 
living in Des Moines, lowa. Of her two chil- 


Teliza- 
Ohio. 


Tol 


xv] 0) 





i 
' 
' 
Melt 
yypeey 
(2 
‘4 
i lrf 
J 
t}, 
dé 
rt | 
t 
igh yh 
9 {* 
7PM 
wit 
7 














































































































a 
pate ee ak 
cyYODIa JAMNIARNOOM G4 rg i AAT 
- = Se 
’ rast v} } noRLGAD ae todinays Wer otk. junipo ; 
” rate bam nwer att adtod  togsgrel4] tern A fae! +O to povy: btu 0 4 
l ort Jo ter of T oy at 210d, aaow. Otlur 1082 fast, (aon?) 
, ete 8 lia e pret wile gaetan ddgiaits dort it! ofve bits, | 298 sor 
+n iit ind -bnav lserieg otk olioiyalg bite 2 ti 
— i Ly o ate? bee Srey, od env otal gail 
pagagh ol feieol “lene iat Lost etengert self ortii blo: H 
ath ue} os ofw wiasla mdinns | ates n eew poeta, 
Le iterl | Yt yypte ore bas coltsinely, sgl s bores 
nitnpol ont anid bad ta noi? ot Jo sO awe 
, apat I pay i to at ft iostg, & aw baw ol 
are il ned sro Ae Yt huvottion od oo8t JuodA a 
j iy i i ; fl taal ere th hovil Sore 2. 
bin espero ty Sepp wl i titra “YR P Ftd od of bot ; 
{ ith ty end 1OUTA rics, ders if SPIGA just lt panpvohenty ae 
‘ t of ywo.l turret? Ws frijeat abt ten ont Io S03 
’ + dpe Je9 ; ai nk nokaso 12 om boteit, 
; iy vps maracl ¥ th) een eyes c lsuotisonbs ont 
— . nh ail tf tec sirf srsoy feathooilt on redvromost. STW | 
eaual oly mish 1 toe yet wpoltn ol ed ath v 
H j : cyer { : ‘ j V7 Wray yedo Das vinta: “a Pays 
3 fomttyrts fj 19 evel ii bawonol sl sob 
wisi 1 t int te APD SITIEOS ttl jared oniatheat 
dist # badmoriy to eno 3 (1) lost tom Digeee 94 moieaslomg orl to 99Kamq 
F int iH orto . | jgasntike @bnatie 4 it vithy cilaina gees 
' ghee te tet ata iL: a ston sete olicois @il hosts, 91Gk 
ier fi 703 BAH Rg AT ait iit it me st SqQuaao 
4 0 parts} : Two? TOL Deitel! Dits oliisa-bebtod of Koh 
‘ Prog G iro) wathed ea) o¢ ddien bevomea nadie . 
ett - ro Tet , orth omega ate Dbawrhinos eTko¢ aviowi yl y 
i } 7H Pr : : arow a 
i i! it Te sel. alt .248r..6f 1% sdolaO ‘ 
bogeert in itil iaincls min mi botitn ena bes 2EnF 
cae arte ae Wi ister) toad io avian 8 .anea 
mii : ‘ey oil nist re 0) rod Cota)... f joie “a 
a Foot tod ' it a oioy aol tote ai 
[° stands ieilsen orl hina Adatont..1if oes vat ail gaiwolloh jy 
wimcinl 1hlov | Jima? boasan viwon odg to Moxenith 
Lnmoyw eaw atl Om goria pel Mop piles seslovald so helitee oa 
» et ; il Nin GYORUr ao vevotlod @ at xi! tio af error 2ul 192 
ifs wn ste ui 1" ‘ j Z judd we mee f " sii} io aolah ong ott 
lice i robes istestA to vilecrrsistd aivtegitorq [soitilog iilguee 19798 
nf ts .eeti2 2 ho , val) feeroeey iy Wiiw baleivosss ont 
, — salar vi hrs me ee ott: dpitioV. 3s. namctioW, bet, 
totoley ban en Pe ri (sand Teyaeigcl ¥ ihotsolA off mi i pas 
. arash \ nam  idesb ail a ehebere noelont 2th oala, : 
vy mod 114 ie wlio ond “je eon. poeta PA por nl. _.OOVl dt yall 
glimakl to ovine s msl dixk ben viento Gnalovol) io Titoda, yiuqoh bodnieny ’ 
ai Aeoret io viguel @ be a(t | gliiewd ween) thiby sandy ows 201. bovis 
sen oabc oll olnretVaeV/, winger nOMmOq Bm edi bioik ol po-Roar 
wie », ah garners bee p! tisrrpo tie obatt 
vi Nim addi io insqo —" % : 
ial htt} ‘ery 3 i1é ey, , 
[ bn J rapmnilyes jn orn ge [hae MOT ATS OH Ion WO} 
eye iti iy i nney me. faanil Se if ivi Trotorozas. eb wiwolT” att 
y j 41 tro i ie B ; la sesmolerad ee we hae isutpolloint 
Hate seotlt toate att (ad G rit. en iihead flunti aroun js orwell s hy a 
t wall ore td. “He a iveeye ad view gachay vit tain 5, 2m beth. told 
+ gal tines been taint Hal viatonebetth rerehiele finn, a; pio ai { 
40 weet canionlf oC) ab anny - cern tsentay tl mate aint Yo: i 49% At w BL 
>i Vis. Aa : 
et) 1 ; “I s 
| pals . 
fy i - On ‘Ow. 














PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL 


dren, Alice is the wife of Mr. Varner, of Des 
Moines, lowa. 

Hon. R. A. Lowry was born near Oswego, 
Kendall county, Ill., September 24, 1859... In 
1869 he went with his parents to Polk county, 
Iowa, where he was reared to agricultural pur- 
suits, and was educated at the public schools 
until sixteen .years of age. Tle then ‘started 
to work his way through the agricultural col- 
lege at Ames, Iowa, and at the end of two years, 
owing to a scarcity of funds, he engaged in 
teaching schools from 1877 until 1880. He then 
entered the University aie Iowa, at Iowa City, 
and graduated from the department of law in 

1881, with the degree of LL. B. At once he 
began the practice of his profession in Stratford, 
Jowa, and continued the same occupation after 
removing to Angus, Boone county, Iowa, until 
1889. With unerring judgment he foresaw the 
advantages of existence in the undeveloped Ter- 
ritory of Oklahoma, and April 22, 1889, locate: 
on a quarter-section on the site of Stillwater. 
He gave forty acres to the city and had one 
hundred and twenty acres left for himself, all 
of which he has since platted as an addition to 
the city of Stillwater, and which is rapidly be- 
coming the fashionable residence portion of the 
town. : 

Mr. Lowry’s interests in his adopted town 
have been as various as are his abilities, and as 
substantial as his sterling traits of mind and 
character. He was one of the original promoters 
of the old Oklahoma Central and Southwestern 
Railroad, and assisted in much preliminary work, 
including the survey of the road. As a prominent 
member of the Republican party, he has had 
additional scope for his extended influence, and 
has served in most of the offices of trust within 
the gift of his fellow townsmen. In the begin- 
ning of September, 18809, he was appointed the 
first postmaster of Stillwater, which position he 
retained until 1892, when, owing to a contin- 
ually inereasine practice, and the responsibilt- 
ties incident thereto, he was obliged to resign 
his position as postmaster. In 1893 he resigned 
from his position as United States Court Com- 
missioner, which he had held since 1891, on 
account of change of national administration. 
In 1894 Mr. Lowry was nominated on the Re- 
publican ticket as representative, and was elected 
by a large plurality. During this third general 
assembly, he was chairman of the judiciary com- 
mittee, and a member of several important com- 
mittees, including the ways and means, crimina! 
jurisprudence, education, and rules. He was in- 
strumental in securing the of the rev- 
enue bills which he introduced, and which placed 
the different counties ona cash basis. This was 
regarded as’ some of the best legislation ever 
introduced in Oklahoma. Afr. Lowry also suc- 


passage 
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cessfully fought the attempt to divide the county, 
and for the retention of the Agricutturai and 
Mechanical College. 

Mr. Lowry serv ed for three years as a member 
of the Iowa State Militia, and with the breaking 
out of the Spanish-American war he enlisted in 
Company L, First Territorial Regiment as cap- 
tain, and was mustered out February 13, 1890. 
After the war he returned to his home in Still- 
water, and resumed lis large and lucrative prac- 
tice. It is safe to assert that along the lines 
of his special work, that of criminal and civil 
law, he is without a peer in his adopted city. He 
has handled some of the most important murder 
cases, and has brought to bear upon their con- 
duct a wealth of research and soundness of judg- 
ment which have inspired the community with 
the greatest confidence in his ability and fair- 
ness. 

In Chicago, Ill., September 24,1883, Mr. Lowry 
was united in marriage with Anna A. Keeler, a 
daughter of J. F. Keeler, a resident of that city. 
Of this union there have been six chiidren, viz.: 
Chester H., who is attending the Agricuitural 
and Mechanical College; Orla C., now in the 
high school; Theo M.; Abbie C.; Ethel E., and 
Fern A, 

Fraternally Mr. Lowry is associated with the 
Knights of Pythias and the Woodmen of the 
World. He is a vice-president of the Terri- 
torial Bar Association, and is also. the president 
e the First Territorial Regiment Association 

f the Oklahoma Battalion. In May of 1900 he 
was appointed by Governor Barnes as judge- 
advocate of the governor’s staff, with the rank 
of major. 


ASH M. MEAD, a progressive busiiess 
‘oS man of Oklahoma City, has displayed 

energy and ability in the management of 
the various interests with which he has been 
identified. For atime he held the position ot 
general agent in Oklahoma and Indian Terri- 
tories for the “J,'I0Case ‘Threshing’ Mac ae 
Company, which has a large plant in “Oklahon 
City. Resigning this position October 1, Lock 
he embarked in the real-estate business, which 
he now conducts.. Some years ago he acquired 
one hundred and sixty acres of land, a portion 
of which lies only six blocks from the center 
of the town, and, platting this property, in May, 


1900, he laid out what is known as the East 
Side addition. To devote his entire attention 
to the improving and selling of these lots, he 


resigned his connection. with the machine com- 
pany and inaugurated his real-estate enterprises 
that now engage his attention. 

The Mead family is of TEnetlish origin, but 
was established in New Téngland in a very early 
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day, and later generations settled ii New York. 
Some of its members served in the Revolution- 
ary war. Barrack Mead, the grandfather of 
C. M., and a native of New York, in 1834 settled 
near Edwardsburg, Cass county, Mich., \ vhere 
he remained until his death. His son, 11..B., 
who was born near Elmira, N. Y., embarked in 
the hardware business at Edwardsburg, Mich., 
in 1863, and still resides in that town, although 
he is now retired from active cares..’ His mar- 
riage united him with Almira Sanford, who was 
born in Michigan and there died; she was a 
member of a highly connected family of New 
Iengland. Of their seven children, all but one 
are living. 

At Edwardsburg, Mich., C. M. Mead was born 
December 16, 1857. The public and high 
schools of that town afforded him his education. 
From boyhood until nineteen years of age he 
worked in his father’s hardware store. In 1878 
he took up a claim in Boone county, Neb., which 
he held until he had proved up on the land. In 
the meantime for a few years he engaged in 
prospecting and mining in the Black Hills. 
Going next to ea Neb., he was employed as 
a bookkeeper. In 1884 he became traveling 
salesman for the Omaha Rubber Company in 
the territory from the Missouri river to the Pa- 
cific coast. In 1887 he became identified with 
the Russell Company of Massillon, Ohio, repre- 
senting the Council Bluffs house in Nebraska 
and South Dakota and a part of Iowa 

In October, 1894, he connected himself with 
the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Company, 
for which he traveled in Oklahoma and Indian 
Territories. In 1895 that firm established a 
branch house at Oklahoma City for Oklahoma 
and Indian Territories, and Mr. Mead was ap- 
pointed general agent. He superintended the 
erection of their establishment, 50x333 feet, 
which extends from Main street to Grand ave- 
nue. 

At Omaha, Neb., Mr. 
marriage with Este ella de St. I ‘elix, who was born 
in Omaha, and is a daughter of Henry de St. 
Felix, a native of France. Her father was a 
pioneer in milling at Omaha, and was also en- 
gaged in mining in the Rocky Mountains. One 
child, Autum, has blessed this union. In politics 
Mr. Mead is a Republican. 


Mead was united in 


D. WRIGHT. One of the qualities which 
the typical American, perhaps more than 
any other, possesses, and which inspires 
the greatest respect in the world’s judgment, is 
his pluck “orit,’ as it is commonly termed, 
It is truly wonderful to observe the fortitude 
and perseverance which he maintains in the face 


of almost any obstacle or reverses, and the 
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prosperity which he richly deserves finally 
crowns his indefatigable efforts in the majority 
of instances. 

To those acquainted with A. D. Wright, these 
thoughts very naturally recur, and to compara- 
tive strangers a brief resumé of his career will 
readily suggest the same. This pioneer drug- 
gist of Chandler was born in Beekman, N. Y., 
his father, William H. Wright, in Orange 
county, N. Y., and his paternal grandfather lived 
and died in the same state. The father, who 
was a carriage manufacturer and proprictor of 
an undertaking establishment at Beekman, was 
an honored early settler of that place, and died 
there in 1888. His widow, formerly Miss Eliza 
Beardsley, was born near Danbury, Conn., and 
is still residing in the Empire state. Two of her 
nine children died when young, and one has 
passed away since reaching maturity. One son 
is Rev. George W. Wright, pastor of a Congre- 
cational Church in Boston, Mass. Another son, 


Thomas E., is connected with the National 
stock-yards at East St. Louis, Ill., and John L. 
is a farmer in the neighborhood of Sabetha, 


Kans. 

A. D. W pene birth occurred February 9, 
1863, in Beekman, and there he was educated in 
the public schools, later attending Wilbraham 
(Mass.) Academy, where he was graduated in 
1883. For a year thereafter he was bookkeeper 
in a New York city house, and during his 
father’s last years was required at home. When 
he had settled up the business after his father’s 
death, the young man determined to become a 
settler of the “promised land’—Oklahoma—and 
on April 22, 1889, located a lot on Noble ave- 
nue, in Guthrie. There he built a frame store, 

18x24 feet, and started in the drug business as 
a member of the firm of Lillie & Wright. Meet- 
ing with success, he then opened another drug 
store on Harrison avenue, and retained his inter- 
est in both until September 22, 1891, when he 
came to Chandler. Here a drug store was kept 
at first in a tent, 12x14 feet in dimensions, it 
having been hauled from Guthrie for the pur- 
pose. In the following year the old partnership 

was dissolved, Mr. Lillie continuing in busi- 
ness at Guthrie. In the summer of 1890 the 
firm built a frame store at Tohee, Logan county, 

Okla., but later this was moved to Chandler and 
placed on Manvil avenue, near Tenth street. 
In April, 1806, the building was destroved by 
fire, but with characteristic energy Mr. Wright 
immediately built a stone block, 25x35 feet in 
size, and equipped it with a new stock of drugs. 
The cyclone of 1897 leveled it to the ground, 
and, though his own life was imperiled, he es- 
caped with a severe fracture of one lee. After 
these extremely trying afflictions in such quick 
succession, no one for a moment expected that 
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SAMUEL D. DECKER, 
Chandier. 
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he would persevere in his laudable undertaking, 
but it was only a short time ere he had built 
another store (this time a frame) and there 
he.continued in business. Moving the build- 


“ing away in 1899, he built a substantial two- 


story brick building, 25x70 feet, with a stone 
front. On February 9, 1900, the fire fiend again 
destroyed Mr. Wright's store, the loss being 
total. Once more he built on the site where 
four of his stores had stood in succession, and 
particular attention was given to the fine plate- 
glass front. A large line of drugs and toilet 
requisites, paints and oils, wall-paper and simi- 
lar articles are kept in stock, while a specialty is 
made of filling prescriptions. 

Seven years ago Mr. Wright bought a quar- 
ter-section of land half a mile north of Chandler, 
and this he still owns, having improved it and 
leased it to good tenants. His residence on 
Eighth street was built under his direction, and 
the lady who presides over its hospitalities was 
Miss Nellie McGuire prior to her marriage to 
eur subject.’ Born in Paoli, Kans., she is a 
daughter of James McGuire, an early settler of 
Chandler. Three sons, Albert, Carl and Fred, 
bless the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wright. 

For one term our subject served as a mem- 
ber of the council of Chandler. Initiated into 
the Masonic order here, he now belongs to 
Chandler Hodge No. 10, A..F. & A. M. In the 
Odd Fellows order he is a past officer of Chan- 
dler Lodge No. 9, and is its representative to the 
grand lodge. He also is identified with the An- 
cient Order of United Workmen. In the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church he is a trustee and is 
secretary of the board of officers. 


AMUEDS DAVID! DECKER. ‘The law al- 
S ways has attracted to its ranks a certain 

type of men, gifted with special qualities 
which best find expression along the paths of 
this profession, battling for the rights of man- 
kind. Samuel David Decker, a member of the 
well-known firm of Decker & Wagoner, of Chan- 
dler, is an able member of the Lincoln county 
bar, and has taken a very active part in the up- 
building of this future state, with whose desti- 
nies his own have been closely connected for 
more than a decade. 

Mr. Decker is a son of James and Sarah (Ed- 
wards) Decker, and grandson of Tlisha H. 
Decker and the Rev. Jonathan Iedwards. The 
latter was named in honor of his celebrated an- 
cestor, who was his great-grandiather, the colo- 
nial New Iengland minister. It is a curious fact 
that every generation of this family has had 
one Rev. Jonath: an Itdwards, of the Methodist 
Episcopal denomination, and many of the Ed- 
wards have attained distinction in one field or 
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another of human activity. Mrs. Decker, mother 
of Samuel David Decker, was born in Pike 
county, Mo., whither her father had gone from 
New York state at an early day. She was called 
to her reward in March, 1866, and six of her 
eight children survive. James Decker, who is a 
native of Waverly, N. Y., was a pioneer of Pike 
county, Ill, where he settled in 1836. For fiity- 
eight years he has dwelt in Cambridge, HI., or 
immediate vicinity, formerly being a practical 
agriculturist. Now retired from active cares, he 
is quietly spending his declining years in Cam- 
bridge, and has celebrated the eighty-sixth an- 
niversary of his birth. His father, Elisha H. 
Decker, also attained extreme age, his death 

occurring at South Bend, Ind. In early man- 
hood he was a lumber merchant of Bradford 
county, Pa., his son James being associated with 
him in the same pursuit. Making rafts of logs, 
they floated them down the Susquehanna river to 
various points, and in addition to this enterprise, 
they were extensively interested in farming. For 
some time IX. H. Decker operated a farm near 
Middleton, Ohio, and later improved a home- 
stead near South Bend, Ind. 

Born in Cambridge, Hl, November 10, 1848, 
Samuel David Decker was reared to maturity 
with his seven brothers and sisters. Two of the 
number have been summoned to the silent land, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Tarbox, who died in Kansas 
City, and William P., who died in Bradford, 
Ill, while making a visit, though his home also 
was in Kansas City. With his elder brother, 
George W., now engaged in farming near Jew- 
ell, Iwans., he served during the Civil- war in 
the One Hundred and Twelfth Illinois Infantry. 
He remained in the ranks throughout that long 
and dreadful conflict, and upon one occasion 
was wounded in the leg. George W. participated 
in twenty-three important battles “iid accompa- 
nied Sherman in his great march to the sea. 
James Decker, the third brother, is a farmer in 
the neighborhood of Williamsburg, Kans., and 
Ielisha, the youngest, is foreman in the whole- 
sale dry-goods house of B urnham, Hanna, Mun- 
ger & Coa of Kansas City. The younger sisters 
are Mrs. Catherine Peterson, of Coffeyville, 
Kans., and Mrs. Annie Freeman. 

For fifteen years Samuel David Decker lived 
at his birthplace, pursuing his studies in the pub- 
lic schools, and about the time of his anniver- 
sary, in the fall of 1864, he enlisted in Company 
C, Eighteenth Ohio Infantry, being mustered 
into the Federal army at Columbus, ‘Ohio. 
Thence sent to Chattanooga, Ne took part in 

campaigns south of that city, and faithfully stood 
at the post of duty, wherever assigned, until 
he was mustered out in August, 1865. Then the 
young man, who possesses considerable talent as 
a public speaker, entered a theatrical company, 
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I204 PORTRAIT 
and followed that line of business for four years, 
traveling in all parts of the United States. He 
then was but little past his majority, and after 
being employed in different occupations, he 
finally determined to enter the legal profession, 


accordingly taking up studtes along that line. 
In 1875 he was a student in the office of Mock 


& Hand, the latter now associate-justice of the 
Illinois supreme court. On June 18, 1878, he 


was graduated in the law department of the 
University of Towa, and two days afterwards 


opened an office in Deloit, Kans., where he re- 
mained a little more than a vear. Then locating 
in Burr Oak, -Nans., he was elected as county 
attorney of Jewell county, in the following vear. 
Removing to the county seat, Mankato, he 
served for two terms, being re-elected at the ex- 
piration of his first term. Having made an ex- 
cellent record as an official and lawyer, Mr. 
Decker’s future was assured, and in the spring 
of 1885 he engaged in practice at Oberlin, Kans., 
and continued there about five vears. 

In March, 1890, Mr. Decker became a citizen 
of Guthrie, and during his six vears of residence 
at the capital was an efficient member of the 
school board while all of the fine school build- 
ings were in process of construction, much of 
the time being president of the board. About 
five years ago he came to Lincoln county, and, 
believing that a change of occupation, for the 
time being, would prove beneficial to his health, 
he commenced farming in Pawnee township. 
Nearly three vears were devoted to that enter- 
prise, and for that length of time he served as 
postmaster of Harvey, under appointment of 
McKinley. In 1896, when the town of Stroud 
was established he opened a law office there, 
but in April, 1899, came to Chandler, forming 
a partnership with Julius S. Newby, county at- 
torney. The cyclone of 1897 injured him seri- 
ously, but he has recovered from its effects. 
Formerly he was an active member of several 
fraternities. among them the Grand Army of 
the Republic. Politically he is a strong Repub- 
lican. 

The wie of Mr. (Decker’s 
Maggie Sturgis, of Indianapolis, Ind.. prior to 
their marriage. She was born in Cincinnati, 
and died in Oberlin, Kans. The only daughter 
of this union, Mrs. Emma Hamlin, lives near 
Begwind, ..colo., thin ot. Battery I, ‘the 
Tourth United States Light Artillery, has been 
in the Philippines since March, 1899, and has 
taken part in a number of skirmishes in and 
around the city of Manila and on the Island 
of, Sainar. Victor, the younger son, is now 
studying law and taking a one year's wou of 
stenography and typewriting at the Capital 
Business College, Guthrie, Okla. In 1806 our 
subject married Miss Addie Morrow, of Ober- 
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lin, Kans. She was born in Mahaska county, 
Towa, and is a daughter of Rev. W. W. Morrow, 
of St. Paul, Kans., a minister of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, with which denomination she 
is identified. Two children bless this union, 
namely, Earl and March. The family has a very 
pleasant home and is extremely popular in the 
best circles of Chandler society. 


OL. J. .M. CLARIKK,.a, jiehly “‘sespected 
«2 member of the Chandler bar, is a sterling 

representative of an old southern family 
His paternal grandiather, James Clark, was a 
native of Scotland, who came to this country in 
childhood, with his parents. His home was 
upon an old Virginia plantation, and when the 
war of 1812 came on, he enlisted in the defense 
of the land of his adoption. His son, John M., 
father of the colonel, was born in Halitax 
county, Va., and at an early period he became a 
settler of the vicinity of Paris, Tenn. His health 
failing, some years later, he decided to try the 
balmy climate of Cuba, but died at New Or- 
leans, while on the way to that lately lberated 
isle. His widow, Mrs. Martha’ (Hurt) Clark, 
died July 21, 1861. She, likewise, ba om in 
Halifax county,.Va., and her father, J. \1. Hurt, 
also was a native of the Old Dee Her 
grandfather Hurt was a planter of Virginia and 
later of Tennessee, and his father was one of 
the Irish colonists of the state named in honor 
of the Ae queen. 

Col. J. M. Clark is one of the nine children of 
Clark. Two of the number 
died when young, and three others have since 
passed away. His brother, R. T., was surgeon 
in a Tennessee regiment, and another brother, 
A..V., also served in the Confederate army. 
The colonel was born April 27, 1834, in Halifax 
county, Va., and was reared on a Tennessee 
farm. In his youth he attended Paris Academy 
and in 1850 he attended Bethel College. Fle 
continued to live the life of a farmer until the 
outbreak of the Civil war, also devoting his 
attention to legal studies. 

In September, 1861, the Forty-sixth 
see Volunteers was organized, 
Clark as colonel of the regiment, 
he served until April 7, 
tured and sent to Johnson’s Island, remaining 
there until exchanged in the following October. 
Prior to his capture he took part in the twenty- 
four days’ bombardment of Island No. 10, and 
participated in different campaigns of impor- 
tanee. At the time of his being exchanged, he 
returned home, resigned his commission, and 
was transferred to the Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
niente, and Was with. Taylor on the Red: River 
campaign. Tle was actively engaged in the bat- 
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tles of Sabine Cross Roads and Pleasant Hill, 
in the latter being sh¢htly wounded. From that 
time until the close of the war he was stationed 
in Louisiana and Texas. J‘or some time he has 
been the commander of Camp No. 1012, Conied- 
erate Veterans. 

In 1871 Colonel Clark was admitted to the 
bar of Paris, Tenn., where he continued to prac- 
fice for Néatly~a*score ‘of years. ‘In ‘1885 he 
Was appointed by President Cleveland to an 
office in the Indian service department, and was 
stationed at Santa Ire, N. ML, for the ensuing five 
years. At the end of that period he resigned, 
and in December, 1891, after careful considera- 
tion, took up his residence in Chandler. Here 
he soon built up a large and representative prac- 
tice, and in 1892 was elected police judge, in 
which capacity he served efficiently for one term. 
Again, in 1806, he was elected to this responsible 
office, and has been his own successor ever since 
In 1892 he was nominated by the Democratic 
party to the probate judgeship, and was elected 
by twenty votes, but the commissioners threw 
out the ballots of one township, and gave the 
position to his opponent. As a member of the 
school board of Chandler, he has been actively 
interested in the cause of education here, and 
besides the fine $10,000 high school, two other 
small schoolhouses have been constructed dur- 
ing his service on the board. 

In Paris, Tenn., the marriage of the colonel 
and Miss Annie Porter took place in 1853. She 
is a native of Kentucky and is the mother of five 


children, namely: Mrs. Elizabeth Wilkinson, of 
Texas; Mary, of Chandler; William, a drug- 


gist in Salt Lake City; and Annie and John, of 
Texas, the latter being a farimer. 

More than forty-five years ago, Colonel Clark 
was initiated into the Masonic order in Paris, 
Tenn., and rose to a high position in the fra- 
ternity, belonging to the chapter and command- 
ery of Paris, ‘and to the consistory and Mystic 
Shrine of Nashville. In religion he is a Presby- 
terian, his membership being with the Chandler 
Church, in which he now serves as an elder and 
as superintendent of the Sunday-school. 


BVUESW REYNOLDS!) 'Oneof the pio- 
Ra neer mission-workers of Oklahoma is Rev. 

EF. V. Reynolds, whose coming was eagerly 
looked forward to by multitudes of his flock, 
widely scattered as they are. It is safe to say that 
few pricsts of the Catholie Chureh in this coun- 
try have had a more difficult field of labor than 
he, and yet he is devoted to his work, and spares 
himself naught when he feels that duty is calling 
him here or there. Flis record as a missionary, 
if written in full, would be of ereat interest to 
the general public, for it comprises many a 


L2n6 
touching incident, many a stirring adventure, 
and many a deed of true fraternal sympathy and 
helpfulness to the poor and unfortunate regard- 
less of race or creed. 

A native of Nicholasville, Jessamine county, 
Ky., born July 28, 1859, Father Reynolds is a 
son of James and Anna (Genty) Reynolds. The 
father, who was born in Ireland, settled upon 
a farm near the town mentioned soon after his 
arrival in this country, and is yet living there, 
industriously employed in managing his home- 


stead. An interesting incident attended his 
wife’s coming to the United States, and, briefly, 


it is thus summarized: Born in Dublin, Ireland, 
in her girlhood she became a fine swimmer, 
very fortunately. Left an orphan, she deter- 
mined to accompany some acquaintances to the 
New World, where she believed one in her cir- 
cumstances could better make a_ livelihood. 
When twelve vears old, she embarked in a small 
boat with her friends, on the way to a large 
sailing vessel anchored in Dublin Bay, and ready 
to start toward the setting sun. The small, un- 
seaworthy boat suddenly began to sink, and the 
young girl, as a last resort, jumped from a win- 
dow and swam to the shore. With the excep- 
tion of a man by the name of Burke, she was 
the only one saved. Nothing daunted by her 
thrilling experience, she embarked the follow- 
ing day on another lighter, and made the entire 
voyage to New York City in safety. For some 
years thereafter she lived in a convent in that 
metropolis, fitting herself for life’s battles, and 
at last was:married, in Paterson, N. J., to Mr. 
Reynolds. She became the mother of eleven 
children, six of whom survive, and for more 
than two-score years her home has been in 
Kentucky. 

Father Reynolds was reared upon the paren- 
tal homestead, near Nicholasville, Ky., and in 
1874 entered St. Joseph’s College, at Bards- 
town, same state. At the end of a three years’ 
course there he matriculated in St. Charles Col- 
lege, near Elficott City, Md., and, completing a 
classical course, was graduated in 1889. Four 
more years were spent by him in pursuing a the- 
ological course in St. Mary’s Seminary, of Balti- 
more, where he was graduated in the spring of 
1893. At once coming to Oklahoma, where he 
was destined to carry on a great ptoneer work, 
he remained at Sacred Heart until the return 
of Bishop Meeschaert, who ordained the young 
man as a priest in December, 1893. 

After serving as an assistant pricst at Mus- 
cogee, 1. T., for eight months, lather Reynolds 
was appointed pastor of the Church of Our 
Lady, at" Ouapaw. 1. WT. ‘andabout "year Tater 
took charge of St. John’s School in the Osage 
Nation. Mastering the language of the tribe, 
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1895, to September 1, 1898, a much longer time 
than any of his predecessors there, he met with 
gratifying success in his labors. 

Then becoming pastor of the Church of Our 
Lady of Seven Sorrews, at Chandler, which was 
established in 1893, he entered upon a much 
wider ficld of effort, as may be gathered from 
the fact that during the first year he traveled 
over fifteen hundred miles on horseback in this 
region. He has been pastor of three churches 
besides the one at Chandler, namely: St. Mfi- 
chael's, fifteen miles south of this place; St. 
Wenislaus’, twenty-eight miles southeast of 
Chandler; and St. ‘Peter’s, at -Chusing, ‘Okla.; 
building houses of worship at the two last-men- 
tioned points. Having organized congregations 
at Stroud and in the Sac and Fox Agency, he 
succecded in getting churches constructed for 
them in 1901, and, besides this, organized par- 
ishes at Rossville and Hilton. Several other 
missions in this county and in the adjacent part 
of the Indian Territory have been ministered to 
by Father Reynolds, among them being Cor- 
ney, Harvey, Portland, Wellston and Keokuk 
Falls. He has the distinction of being the first 
white man ordained in Oklahoma jor the mis- 
sionary work, and by his wisdom and sympa- 
thetic helpfulness has endeared himself to thou- 
sands. 


OC -FERT CHER. *The history’ of (Mr. 
J . Fletcher, one of the youngest veterans of 

the Civil war, possesses many points ot 
special interest, and the following facts have 
been compiled: Born March 17, 1849, in Frank- 
lin, Ind., he is a son of J. D. and Nancy (Jack) 
Fletcher, natives of Pennsylvania. The father 
was an early settler of Johnson county, Ind., 
and from 1849 until his death, fourteen vears 
later, was engaged in the harness and saddlerv 
business in Oskaloosa, Iowa. He was of Eng- 
lish descent, while his wife was of Scotch-Irish 
extraction. Her father, Thomas Jack, was a 
pioneer of Towa, where he resided until his 
death. Mrs. I'letcher was called to her reward 
in 1874, and is survived by her five children. 
Thomas, the eldest, now cashier of the TVirst 
National Bank of Marshalltown, Towa. served 
in the Twenty-fifth Towa Infantry during the 
Civil war. Frank, the youngest son, a gradu- 
ate of Annapolis, was commander of the United 
States ship “Cushing,” and now is second in 
command on the “Eagle.” also connected with 
the government navy service. This voung man 
is a genius, and holds a high place in the esteem 
of the navy department. He has invented sev- 
eral kinds of rapid-fire and pneumatic guns 
used on.ships-of-war, and has made himself in- 
valuable to the government. The two sisters 
are Einma, whose home is in Florida, and Mrs, 
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May Richardson, who is a resident of Spokane, 
Wash. 

In his youth, J. C. Fletcher attended the pub- 
lic schools and college of Oskaloosa. He was 
but fifteen years old when he yielded to his 
patriotic impulses and ran away from home in 
order to enlist. in the army. He became a pri- 
vate of Company I, Forty-seventh Iowa Infan- 
try, and was mustered into the one hundred 
days’ service at Davenport. Thence he was sent 
to Tennessee and Arkansas, where his regiment 
was in special demand for guard duty, thereby 
allowing the old and tried veterans, now sadly 
reduced in number, to take a more active part 
in the field. With his comrades, the young man 
received a vote of thanks from President Lin- 
coln, his term of service coming to an end in 
October, 1864. 

Returning home, Mr. Fletcher held positions 
as a clerk for some years, and, having thor- 
oughly mastered the principles of business, en- 
gaged in general merchandising at Sheffeld, 
Towa, where he remained for two years. Then, 
going to Sac county, same state, he laid out the 
town of Fletcher, on the banks of Wall Lake, 
on a branch of the Northwestern Railroad. This 
place soon developed into a flourishing town, 
and its founder remained there, carrying on a 
general store, until 1886. During the county- 
seat fight, he lived in Leota, Kans., and was 
interested in a hardware business, at the same 
time owning a store at Sheridan Lake, and one 
at Fads, Colo. 

September 22, 1891, Mr. Fletcher located two 
lots in Chandler, and erected a store. This build- 
ing has a curious history. The lumber of which 
it is constructed came from Minnesota, was 
shipped to Fort Wallace, Kans., and hauled 
fiftv miles to Coronado, Kans. There it became 
a structure, 50x40 feet, a bank and a hardware 
store occupying the first floor, and the second 
story being used for public meetings. There the 
ereat fight over the county seat took place, nine 
men being killed or wounded, as the excited 
contestants came to worse than a wordy war- 
fare. Later the building was moved on wagons 
to Farmer Citv, another aspirant for the county 
seat, and finally did get settled at the winning 
town—Leoti. There the upper rooms were used 
for a dance hall until Mr. Pletcher purchased the 
building. It was carefully torn down, the parts 
numbered, and in a short time it was put to- 
gether in Chandler, and filled with a stock of 
hardware and implements which the owner had 
brought here from Leoti. Onee, when the Lin- 
coln County Bank was being plundered by a 
band of robbers, the building was damaged con- 
siderably by the shower of bullets fired by the 
desperadoes and officials, and in 1807 the evelone 
injured the stores to the amount of about nine 
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hundred dollars. Mr. Fletcher rebuilt, and added 
a wing, 50x120 feet, to the original building. 
Gradually his hardware trade grew to large pro- 
portions, and in March, 1&99, he accepted a good 
sum for the stock and business, since which time 
he has been retired. Upon his arrival in this 
vicinity, he had located a claim two miles east of 
Chandler, and, after improving the place mate- 
rially, sold out in the spring of 1900. 

Few, if any of the citizens of Chandler have 
done more towards its development than has 
Mr. Fletcher, who is liberal and public-spirited. 
He was the first city treasurer and served on 
the first board of education here. Politically 
he favors the Republican party. A charter mem- 
ber of Chandler Lodge No. 10, A. F. & A. M., 
he has served as its treasurer since its organiza- 
tion. He also belongs to the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen. 

In Oskaloosa the marriage of Mr. Fletcher 
and Miss Carrie Seevers was solemnized March 
30, 1876. She was born in that city, where her 
father, Judge W. H. Seevers, had settled as 
early as 1844. Born in Virginia, he became 
a noted statesman and lawyer, serving as a 
judge in the supreme court of Iowa for eight- 
een years, and representing his district in the 
state legislature in a number of its sessions. 
The two daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher 
married brothers, sons of William B. and Mary 
A. (Willard) Hoyt, fine, ee eee men, 
now residents of Chandler. The elder daughter 
became the wife of Edgar W. Hoyt, formerly 
assistant cashier of the Lincoln County Bank, 
‘and now engaged in the real estate and abstract 
business. Zoe is the wife of Fred Hoyt, formerly 
the cashier of the bank. mentioned and now 
engaged in the cattle business. Mrs. Fletcher is 
identified with the Episcopal Church. 


ENJAXMIN” FREMONT 'HARRINAN, 
Bi M. D., surgeon for the “Frisco” railroad, is 

one of the original settlers of Oklahoma, 
and for nearly tw elve years has been closely as- 
sociated with its upbuilding. In the American 
Medical Association he holds membership, and 
at present is serving for his second year as sec- 
retary and treasurer of the Oklahoma Territory 
_Medical Association. For about six years he 
officiated as county physician of Lincoln county, 
and for a like period of time, or until he re- 
signed, was county superintendent of health. 
Besides, he has been one of the city health of- 
ficers, and now is secretary of the board of 
pension examiners. A member of the first coun- 
cil of Chandler, and ever since the autumn of 
1891 a representative citizen of this place, his 
name is enshrined in the hearts of the people 
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of this locality, and justly he may be ranked 
with the founders of this flourishing city. 

The paternal grandfather of Dr. Harriman 
was Leonard Harriman, a native of New York 
state. «At an early day he settled in Preble 
county, Ohio, and there was engaged in carry- 
ing on a farm until shortly before his death. 
His son, Dr. Leonard Harriman, father of our 
subject, was born on the old homestead in Dre- 
ble county, and in 1853 was graduated in Rush 
Medical College, in Chicago. Subsequently he 
practiced his profession in Alexandria and An- 
derson, Ind., and in 1875 removed to Sterling, 
KKans., where he continued to act as a phy- 
sician and surgeon. Loved and respected by 
all, he passed to the silent land when about 
three-score and ten years old. His widow, Mrs. 
Angelina Harriman, now in her seventy-fith 
year, resides in Guthrie. She is a descendant 
of an old French-Canadian family, and is a na- 
tive of New Hampshire. Her father, a veteran 
of the war of 1812, Paul Keizer, removed from 
New Hampshire to South Bend, Ind., when the 
country was new, and devoted his life to the de- 
velopment of a farm. Mrs. Harriman is a faith- 
ful member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
By her first marriage she had two children, one 
of whom survives: Mrs. Hattie Lewis, of Guth- 
rie. Only two of her five children born to her 
second union are living. Mrs. E. B. Cogwell, 
the daughter, is the wife of the editor of The 
Kansas Farmer at Topeka, Kans. 

The-birth, ‘of ‘Dr."B. FE. Harriman took place 
August 13, 1856, in Anderson, Ind., and his 
education was acquired in the excellent public 
schools of that town. In 1875 he accompanied 
his parents to Sterling, Kans. With his father 
he commenced medical studies, and also re- 
ceived instruction from Dr. P. P. Truehard, of 
Sterling. Having assisted them in their prac- 
tice, more or less, for two years, he entered 
the Keokuk Medical College, where he was 
graduated with the degree of Doctor of Medi- 
cine in 1882. Returning to Sterling, he estab- 
lished himself in practice, and in 1884 went to 
Conway Springs, Kans., where he remained 
five years. On ‘April 22, 1889, he made the 
race into Oklahoma, and for two and a halt years 
resided” in’'Guthiie.> ‘In September, *1Sor,’ he 
came to Chandler, where he soon built up a 
large and representative practice, and for some 
years has made a specialty of surgery. For six 
months or until the troops were sent clse- 
where, he was the contract surgeon for the body 
of soldiers stationed here, at or near Chand- 
ler, under Lieutenant Scott. As stated before, 
Dr. Harriman served in the first city council 
of Chandler, being elected by his Republican 
friends, and his influence and ballot always are 
given to the party mentioned. In the frater- 
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nities he is an Odd Fellow, a Knight of Pyth- 
ias and Modern Woodman. 

In Montezuma, Lowa, the doctor married Miss 
Maude Rice, one of the popular native-born 
daughters of the place. She is a lady of liberal 
education and social attainments, and now is an 
esteemed member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Two sons and a little daughter bless 
the home of this estimable couple, namely: 
Cliffe, Edgar and Ruth. The doctor built an 
attractive modern residence on Eighth street, 
and has surrounded his loved ones with many 
of the attributes of a cultured taste. 


AYLE E. PENN, a successful builder and 

contractor of Chandler, comes from the 

same family as did William Penn, the 
Quaker founder of Pennsylvania. His grand- 
father, George Penn, was a native of Scotland, 
and at an early period in the history of this 
republic, became a resident of Tennessee. He 
owned and carried on a farm near Lexington, 
and when the war of 1812 came on, enlisted and 
fought for the land of his adoption, 

The parents of our subject, Capt. George 
H. G. and Maggie (White) Penn, were natives 
of Tennessee, the latter being a daughter of 
William White, a planter, whose property was 
situated near Decaturville. For a number of 
years Captain Penn was engaged in the prac- 
tice of law in Humboldt, Tenn., thence remov- 
ing to Jonesboro, Craighead county, Ark., 
where he became the editor of the city “News.” 
Before he left his native state the Civil war was 
waged, and his title was won during his service 
in the cavalry force commanded by General For- 
rest. He was a brother of Major W. E. Penn, 
of Jefferson, Tex. 

The only child of his parents, Gayle E. Penn 
was born January 6, 1861, and was bereft of his 
mother when he was eighteen months old. He 
obtained a good education in the public schools 
of his native place, and intended to take up his 
father’s profession, but it was found that his 
health demanded a more active and out-of-doors 
life. Therefore he turned his attention to his 
present line of business, becoming a practical 
carpenter and mason. Going to Republic, Mo., 
he engaged in taking and executing contracts 
for brick masonry, and at the end of two years 
left the place, after which he took large con- 
tracts for work in various towns in Missouri. 
He also left good specimens of his skill in 
Clarksville, Morrelltown, Searev, Newport and 
Van Buren, Ark. 

September 16, 1893, Mr. Penn made the race 
into the strip from Arkansas City, and, at first, 
located ‘in Kildore. Later he went to Shaw- 
nee, where he remained for two years, in the 


“he has erected many large, 
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meantime building several substantial brick 


stores and often taking contracts at Wewaukee, 
I. T., and in that locality. For the past two 
years he has been a citizen of Chandler, where 
fine brick buildings. 
Among them may be mentioned the cotton- oil 
mull, the Hoffman-Charles & Company's bank, 
the Clapp building, the Hein & Wright and the 
Schlegel blocks. Besides, he has built a num- 
ber of attractive residences, three of them orig- 
inally intended for his own family,and situated in 
the eastern part of Chandler. Being a judge of 
fine clay for brick, Mr. Penn discovered some ex- 
cellent material in this vicinity, succeeded in or- 
ganizing a new pressed brick company, and is a 
one-third owner in the enterprise, which is des- 
tined to become one of the chief local indus- 
tries. The modern brick plant, which he has 
constructed, has a capacity of thirty-five thous- 
and dry-pressed brick every ten hours, and ts 
well equipped with machinery and appliances. 
The clay is pronounced by experts as a fine shale 
clay, the best known thus far.in the southwest. 
An excellent quality of paving brick and tiling is 
being manufactured from it, and every depart- 
ment of the work is prospering. 

In all local matters Mr. Penn is deeply con- 
cerned, striving to promote the general welfare 
He chose for a wife one of Shawnee’s popular 
young ladies, Miss Gertrude Morris, a native 
of Kentucky. She possesses an excellent educa- 
tion and is an active worker in the Methodist 
Church. Mr. Penn is a Knight of Pythias and 
in politics is a stalwart Democrat. 


ex-treasurer of Chandler, 
accounted one of the 

most enterprising citizens of this flourish- 
ing placé\is’ a veteran ‘ofthe Civil war) lin 
which he rendered effective service for the 
Union. Upright and just in all of Is dealings, 
he possesses the esteem of the public, and is en- 
titled to be termed one of the founders of Chan- 
dler. 

In tracing the history of the Feuquay family, 
it is learned that William, grandfather of J. 
was a native of France, and was 
of the sturdy old Huguenot stock. At an a 
period of this country’s history he sought “free- 
dom to worship God, according to the ue 
of his own conscience.” Settling in South Caro- 
lina, and later removing to Jackson county, 
Tenn., and then to the \yilds of Parke county, 
Ind., he performed his full share towards the 
upbuilding of these different states. The chills 
and fever which were so prevalent in the Hoo- 
sier state at an early period led to his return- 
ing to Tennessee, where he passed his last years 
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His family was a large one, comprising twelve 
daughters and eight sons. 

The parents of J. W. Feuquay were Russell 
and Sarah A. (Watt) Feuquay, the former born 
in Tennessee, and the latter in Dutler county, 
Ohio, within eighteen miles) of Cincinnati. 
When a lad of fourteen, the father ran away 
from home, and made a trip down the Missis- 
sippi on a flat-boat. Thence he proceeded to 
Indiana, where he learned the carpenter’s trade 
and engaged in contracting. No dithculty in 
procuring business was experienced by him, as 
he frequently had half a dozen contracts waiting. 
It was not until he had passed the half-century 
mark that he settled down upon his farm near 
Rosedale, where he died in the Centennial year. 
His wife died December 26, 1900. l*our of their 
eight children survive. She is of Scotch-Irish 
descent, and her grandfather, James Watt, was a 
Revolutionary patriot. He was a hero of the 
battles of Trenton and Princeton and suffered 
through that dreadful long winter at Valley 
Forge. After witnessing the evacuation of Phil- 
adelphia and the triumphing of the devoted 
patriots, he resumed his usual pursuits, thence- 
forth living in Dauphin county, Pa. His son, 
Alexander, father of Mrs. Feuquay, was a na- 
tive of the county mentioned, and as early as 
1824 he settled in Parke county, Ind., there car- 
rying on a farm until his death. He made many 
a trip on foot to his old Pennsylvania home, and 
experienced the vicissitudes of a frontiersman. 
His wife was a Miss Kirkpatrick, of Lexing- 
ton, Ky. 

The birth of J. W. Feuquay occurred on the 
old Parke county homestead, July 10, 1842, and 
his education was acquired in the schools of 
Rosedale. August 11, 1862, he volunteered in 
the Sixth Indiana Cavalry, and was mustered in 
as a member of Company G, at Indianapolis, 
Ind. In the battle of Richmond, Ky., his regi- 
ment met with heavy losses, and aiter taking 
part in the engagement at Muldrose Hill, De- 
cember 29, 1862, he and his comrades were sta- 
tioned near Knoxville, where they were in the 
siege and campaign of ae vicinity. Then, join- 
‘ing Sherman’s army, the regiment went on the 
Atlanta campaign, and had the honor of being 
the first to plant the colors on Lost Mountain. 
Mr. Feuquay was active throughout that series 
of battles. including Buzzards’ Roost, Tunnel 
Hill, Rocky Facg, Dalton, Lost Mountain, Chat- 
tahoochee, Peach Tree Creek, and the capture 
of Atlanta. Then, under command of General 
Thomas, he took part in the battle of Nash- 
ville, and was honorably discharged and mus- 
tered out in June, 1865. 

Returning to Indiana, Mr. Feuquay engaged 
in mercantile pursuits for five years, then com- 
ing to the West. For several years he was a 
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citizen of Lawrence, Neosha Falls and Neode- 
sha, Nans., after which he was numbered among 
the citizens of South Bend, Cowley: county, ior 
eleven years, during which time he served as 
township treasurer. He was manager of the 
South Bend Grange store for eleven years at 
Hackney, Kans. In February, 1892, he came 
to Chandler, where he built a substantial store, 
and in partnership with R. B. Holland, his wiic’s 
brother, embarked in general merchandising. 
The cyclone injured the store building to some 
extent, destroyed his residence and contents, 
also killed hogs and_ horses, destroyed barn, 
buggy, ete. In 1900 the partnership of Feuquay 
& Holland was dissolved, and our subject 
bought out the firm of Deacon & Ulam, since 
which time he has built up a very large anid 
paying business. He is now erecting a two- 
story and basement building of pressed brick, 
50x100 feet, corner of Ninth. street and Man- 
vil avenue, to cost, when finished, $0,000, 

Few citizens of Chandler have been more op- 
timistic in regard to its future than has Mr. 
l-euquay, who has proved his faith by his works. 
Many an industry and local enterprise has re- 
ceived material assistance from him, and few 
are more liberal. As a member of the com- 
mittee which so gallantly labored to secure the 
Frisco Railroad, and finally triumphed, it may 
be mentioned that he not only used his influence, 
which is not slight, but backed his arguments 
with upwards of five hundred dollars. He is an 
honored member of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, belonging to the home post. Politi- 
cally he was an adherent of the Greenback party 
until of late years, when he identified himself 
with the Populists, and now is a member of the 
county central committee. 

The lady who so graciously presides over the 
hospitalities of Mr. Feuquay’s attractive home, 
bore the maiden name of Jence C. Holland. 
She is a native of North Carolina, and was 
reared in Kansas, where her marriage occurred. 
This worthy couple have one son, Courtland. 
They are highly esteemed in the leading local 
social circles, and have hosts of sincere friends 
here and elsewhere. 


AVID ROBERT OWENS. | Chandler, al- 
ready one of the foremost cities of Okla- 
homa, and steadily reaching out in every 

progressive movement, is a_ typical western 


county seat, especially indebted to its fine class 
of business men for its high standing. Promi- 


nent inthe number is David Robert Owens, who 
has taken an active part in the development of 
Lincoln county since the day of its opening to 
general settlement. Though he has met with 
severe losses in his undertakings, through the 


satan iet 


| 
| 





ry ¢Maeties lets 





















































ine ae 
ADO a ona 






Ww On 
. rath seo ait met 
oily Hosen Sh ora paginas ) 
| met gin ane 

d od} ra ee ine’ 
derives + nisi Oh ni 

u simeat to bat m9 
i? ail aleand . EEE AB im ‘ “obi ag oO 
“hay of belo wie set ued T code afl ge 
nr a | a ied fi id no i 











vil Tha ring wei yotral. on soradhiy) 
dy j i 4 shake? (fri “iv ors ois Mee le we 
cet el egg xo 4a Yeon tend pit 
ale TITRE TE? Aree spool Madd hassel vis iD 
bela th ines-th at ly ; IM ao ott it ihn tor: 
i. TT ay beat bel yi ca rok fy batiton or jolt 
od nose bene ge) oe) ot Dall ad ated? oleh 
ithyy yi! ty » nal uae? eS sdinez0td bib Ik 


aiyog, lend cf hornet hk tie | .ovEvine mo iblivls 3 
a nny? sachet orodsallen Wty, vot bos 
Op yi iG poly & BH rhs OM ag 
i) booting, bth deglownr ben a olont 
eatin y dae TREES | SET brat tea ae saith iv 








{J sieeve ot enigeomitw today 
i fa { nid f { Ort & Pe fy Hie. 
fe mei | j iE dyoriea gif, 
1 hh al seten dauet] ni gnivil 
ar ee, 
ie ety j 
if fed! 1 
Ht 5 anes in 
t eee eee ey + besa 
vei Ps SS 
Drs Sei EhSy ot xii od 1001 1 nome 
‘ - und 
iT ta » meet av riv arti [yO ray 


wouter wri APS 1 Sia rt ahi 5 2h ati 
t 9 41 Th ! ee 
Vi ‘“ 10 hatte on 
7 BS et ey 2 oat wiinion oat 
gf tour ¥ le yeuti ie tat : iH re mS ehvA niteoubs 
beisgiauiay on 2080 be januh. aly RO 
Aoctba lk dinie Le 


ii hotadeutn any ban lieved 
! HoceceibitL Ye 2d viene? to s9dsoEe 


inet aif caot dvtonigi to alned sda ‘bal 
ode. -yiilot wale he eoeeol yaork chine tout eam 
«6 I geben is Jnvargagns. o att ab r 
AT te oad? eeeted | he oul O81 ee —— 
| “ ome fy orarl ivxorted Aerie 
ioe ne gi aaeetoiy os locegiaquagg: b ae 9 i 
sil oddone THe dawerye oft ogre, ene ane 
OTe tet ey aa es | gt) foul Tee try icp tt sD, alee } © 
msitwoart feo t aw aolor edtdisig of der 
eaitae est) duolbanowh) avitog ee ¥BL oh 

J tose D- teens! Cabrigs: nit enibulont \2e Hand 
tol) ciate! j-o7 voila qed cas ost); 
‘Toate a bi hum Asa 4911 dosolT, 2S09G 
i benonetres: yolere, mod L Bolts We 
chaser tan Eas loot i tq, Aoor ad A 
} why i Berta mee inns nitaeth / de "tONLOM qe ame | 


sf a 2081 ichigo 





ie Mtl begets a nye hh annie oF rt’! vied 
Lettre ante nyeotl 61RD" ova wh einer) ab ae if 
‘ f 2 r 


gl a 











Sed er a a f ia nee atk WN. tea ieg wih, i 





I220 


agency of the elements, his is the spirit which 
brooks no defeat, and in the end scores success. 

The Owens family, of course, is of Welsh ex- 
traction, but several generations of this par- 
ticular branch have dwelt in the United States. 
James, the father, and Joseph, the grandfather 
of David k. Owens, were natives of Kentucky, 
and at an early period they became settlers in 
Lawrence county, Ind. There the grandfather 
departed this hfe, and there occurred the birth 
of the subject of this sketch. James P. Owens, 
who was a carriage manufacturer in the Hoosier 
state, removed to Cherokee county, Kans., 
thirty-two years ago, and is still living upon a 
farm in that region, of which he is an early 
pioneer. His wife, mother of David R., bears the 
Christian name of Martha, and was born in Ten- 
nessee. Her father, Michael Kisner, was num- 
bered among the pioneers of the Hoosier state. 

Born September 22, 1855, David R. Owens is 
one of nine children, six of whom were sons. 
Until he was fourteen years of age he lived in 
Lawrence county, Ind., his birthp ‘lace, and then 
came to Kansas. Remaining at home until he 
was twenty-three years of age, he thoroughly 
mastered the details of farming. Later he em- 
barked in business at Galena, JXans., and at 
the end of two years went to Cherryvale, same 
state, where he was similarly occupied. Then 
for four years he conducted a flourishing con- 
tracting and building business at Wichita. 

In the fall of 1890, Mr. Owens settled in Ok- 
lahoma county, on the western boundary of tlie 
Iowa Reservation, and, building a saw-mill, 
ran it until September 22, 1891. On that day, 
his thirty-sixth anniversary, he located a claim 
five and a half miles northwest of Chandler, and 
still owns the place, now finely improved by his 
industry and well applied efforts. The land was 
proved specially adapted for the raising of cot- 
ton, and one hundred and forty acres are now 
devoted to that staple. Another farm of one 
hundred and sixty acres, eight miles north of 
Chandler, is owned by him, and thirty acres of 
the place is planted with cotton. 

When the town site of Chandler had been ar- 
ranged, Mr. Owens located lots in the place and 
moved his saw-mill here. Since he has carried 
on a prosperous trade in lumber, the large capa- 
city of his plant being taxed to the utmost much 
of the time. In 1894 he built a corn-meal mill 
and a cotton gin, but ere the close of the year 
fire destroyed “the plants. Ere long, however, 
other structures replaced them, and all of the 
owner’s enterprises prospered until the disas- 
trous cyclone of 1897, when seven of his build- 
ings were destroyed, including his own house. 
The store in which he had carried on general 
merchandising was little injured, and soon he 
set about the task of building a new cotton 
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gin, mill and warehouse. Twenty-six hundred 
bales of cotton and seed that season had to be 
hauled in wagons to Shawnee, twenty-eight 
miles away. In 1808 Mr. rae large cotton 
gin plant, on the railroad line, was built at a 
cost of over $8,000. Its capacity is large, as 
forty bales can be turned out in a day of ten 
hours, and between September and April three 
thousand two hundred bales were handled. In 
1899 the Oklahoma Round Bale Cotton Com- 
pany was formed and the machinery changed for 
the purpose of turning out round ai Mr. 
Owens became a director and stockholder in 
the company, which owns seven plants in Okla- 
homa and the Indian Territory. He is the man- 
ager of the Chandler plant, and in 1899 three 
thousand eight hundred and nineteen round 
bales were turned out here. In order to ac- 
commodate local trade in another direction, he 
built the Owens’ Custom Cotton Gin in 1900, 
and in addition to this one at Chandler owns 
a similar plant at a point nine miles southeast of 
this place. Both have a capacity of twenty-five 
bales per day, and are well equipped with ma- 
chinery. Among his other enterprises of the 
present time are his saw-mill and custom corn- 
meal mill, with a capacity of over five hundred 
bushels per day. Besides, he is a stockholder in 
the Chandler Cotton-oil Company, and owns 
several residences and good business property. 

One of the most active workers in the in- 
terests of Chandler when the railroad was about 
to be built, he contributed liberally toward the’ 
enterprise. For one term he represented tlie 
first ward in the city council. Politically he isa 
Populist, and fraternally is a Knight of Pythias 
and is connected with the Ancient Order of 
United Workmen. In the Methodist Episcopal 
Church he is a trustee and steward. 

The pleasant modern residence occupied by 
Mr. Owens and family was built under his super- 


vision. He was married in Cherokee county, 
Kans., to Miss Alice Makinney, a native of 
Ohio. Their two children are named respect- 
ively: Lillie B. and Carl David. 


Ea DGAR FUNK. This enterprising citizen of 
Chandler was born September 23, 1848, on 
a farm in Tazewell county, Hl, and comes 
of the true hardy pioneer stock. His paternal 
grandfather, Capt. Jacob Funk, was an early 
settler in Ohio and in Illinois, doing his full 
share towards the development of those now 
flourishing states. During the war of 1812 he 
enlisted and fought in the defense of his country, 
and when the Blackhawk war came on in the 
northern central states, he officiated as the cap- 
tain of a company. Jesse, father of our sub- 
ject, is a native of Miami county, Ohio, and was 
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a pioneer of Illinois when it was considered on 
the western frontier. Ile cultivated and owned 
farms in Tazewell and Stark counties, Ill., and 
for some years has been a resident of Oskaloosa, 
Iowa. He has reached the venerable age of 
eighty-five, and his wife, also well along in 
years, shares his joys and sorrows, as for many 
decades in the past. She was Cynthia Haines, 
daughter of Jacob Haines, of Wheeling, W. Va., 
and accompanied him to Pekin, Ill., in 1832 

In a family of eight children, three of whom 
survive, E. Funk was the fourth in order of 
birth. When he was in his seventh year he be- 
came aresident of Stark county, Ill., there grow- 
ing to maturity. He receiv eda public school 
education, and during the Civil war was so anx- 
ious to enter the army and defend the Union 
that he enlisted three times. Once he was re- 
jected on account of his youth, and twice his 
father took the disappointed patriot home, re- 
fusing to give his consent. Until the Centen- 
nial year, he continued to carry on farming en- 
terprises in Illinois, after which he was simi- 
larly occupied in the vicinity of Eddyville, Lowa, 
for two years. Returning to Stark county, Ill. 
he resumed his agricultural labors there, and 
in 1880 located on a homestead near Neosho, 
Mo. At the end of a year, however, he returned 
to his native state, which ever seemed to have 
the power to draw him home again, but eventu- 
ally he went back to Neosho, and embarked 
in the livery business. Later he was similarly 
engaged at Joplin, and in 1887 he opened a liv- 
ery at Dodge City, Kans. Subsequently he con- 
ducted liveries at Belleville and again at Joplin, 
but since June 25, 1892, has carried on a livery, 
feed and sale stable at Chandler, Okla. Here he 
has built up a large local business, as he keeps a 
gdod grade of horses and vehicles, and strives 
to meet the demands of his customers. Cour- 
teous and fair in his treatment of all, he enjoys 
the patronage and esteem of his fellow citizens. 

In everything pertaining to the welfare of 
Chandler, Mr. Funk takes an interested part. 
He is liberal to useful industries and public im- 
provements, casting his influence on the side 
of progress. Possessing a very independent 
nature, he carefully we eighs all matters coming 
before. his notice, and acts according to his 
judgment, taking no one else as his authority in 
vital affairs. Acting on this principle, he carries 
it into effect in political and religious matters. 
Fraternally he is a member of the Roy al Tribe of 
Joseph. 

On the day when he arrived at his majority, 
Mr. Funk wedded Miss Jennie Sharer, in 
Toulon, Ill. Her father, Samuel Sharer, like 
herself, is a native of Pennsylvania. 3y trade 
he was a tailor, and during the early part of his 
residence in Hlinois he served for three years 1 
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one oi its regiments in the Civil war. The six 
children born to our st ubject and wife are: Jesse, 
a barber of this city; Jerusha, a teacher in our 
public schools; Mrs. Madge Sparks, of Chand- 
ler; Mrs. Queen Spput te! of this county, and 
Jennie and Edna C., who are at home. 


OL. CHARLES A. MORRIS. This prom- 
inent citizen of Perry has an interesting 
military and political record, and, in addi- 

tion to this, stands high in the legal protession 
and in Masonic circles. His acquaintances and 
friends in these widely differing fields of human 
activity are very numerous, and ever since the 
close of the Civil war he has dwelt in the West, 
contributing liberally of his talents to the devel- 
opment of its rapidly increasing civilization. 

Our subject comes of a long-lived race, his pa- 
ternal grandfather, Stephen Morris, attaining 
his ninety-second year; his father, William A. 
Morris, being in his cighty-third year at the time 
of his death, and his mother, Mrs. Elizabeth 
(Quay) Morris, being in her seventy-fourth year 
when she was summoned to her reward. Stephen 
Morris was born in New Jersey and thence re- 
moved to New York, where he was engaged in 
agricultural pursuits until his death. William A. 
Morris was born near Fishkill, N.. Y., and in 
his early manhood carried on a ‘farm in Clinton 
county, Pa. Later he lived at Bolivar, N. Y., 

and in 1868 came to Kansas, where * died nine- 
teen years subsequently. During the Civil war 
he enlisted in the Eighty -fifth New York Inian- 
try, serving in Company I for over a year and a 
hali, when he was honorably disch arged on ac- 
count of physical disability. His wife, a native of 
Clinton county, Pa., was the daughter of John 
Quay, a farmer, whose ancestry were English 
people, related to the McClures and Bonds. 
Only four of the ten children of William A. and 
Elizabeth Morris survive, though only two died 
young. The family always has been noted for 
patriotism, as may be seen from the fact that 
the father and four of his sons enlisted and 
served in the defense of their country during the 
Civil war. Josiah S., who resides in Ceres, Pa.; 
James William, who died in 1895, at Grand June- 


tion, Colo.; and Harvey, who died in Lincoln 
county, N. M., were all members of an Illinois 


regiment. 

Col. ee A. Morris was born in Clinton 
county, Pa., July 2, 1839, and when four years 
old was eile to Miceany county, N. Y. After 
leaving the district school, he pursued his lit- 
erary studies in friendship Academy and Rich- 
burg Academy, a portion of his time being de- 
voted to teaching, in order to pay his way. He 
was thus occupied when the war of the Rebel- 
lion broke out, and in the fall of 1861 he volun- 
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teered in Company E, Fifth New York Cavalry, 
and was mustered into the service at New York 
City, as a private. He took part in a number 
of engagements along the banks of the Shenan- 
doah, and fought in the battles of Newmarket, 
Stanton, Winchester, Williamsport and Orange 
Court-house, at the last-mentioned being in the 
midst of a fierce conflict. One horse was killed 
under him, and another was wounded, and at 
length the young man was shot in the left arm. 
This disability occasioned his honorable dis- 
charge from the army, in October, 1862, with the 
rank of corporal. He still carries the bullet 
in his arm, a lasting memento of the war. He 
resumed teaching in his native county, and in 
the fall of 1864 recruited Company G, Two 
Hundred and Third Pennsylvania Infantry. 

Mustered in at Harrisburg, the company 
chose Mr. Morris as captain, and he was duly 
commissioned by Governor Curtin. Joining the 
Army of the Potomac, he was on detached duty 
during the siege of Petersburg, and then partici- 
pated in the battle of Deep Bottom, and went 
on the expedition against Fort Fisher, N. C., 
under the leadership of General Butler, and later 
was commanded by General Taylor. The cap- 
ture of the fort, January 15, 1865, was one of 
the worst contests in which the captain had ever 
been engaged, as over two hundred of his com- 
rades of the Two Hundred and Third Pennsyl- 
vania were lost. Then followed the campaign 
and capture of Cape Fear Run and Wilmington, 
N. C., and at Goldsboro the regiment joined 
Sherman’s forces and continued with him until 
Johnston’s surrender at Greensboro. He was 
mustered out in North Carolina, June 22, 1865, 
and was honorably discharged in Philadelphia. 

Prior to the Civil war, Mr. Morris had taken 
up the study of law, and devoted his spare time 
to it for several years. In 1865 he located in 
Fort Scott, Kans., where he was a merchant until 
he was appointed deputy United. States Col- 
lector. He also held other civil offices, and in 
1873 was appointed adjutant-general, with the 
rank of colonel, on the staff of Governor Osborn, 
‘also serving as his secretary. At the end of three 
years he resigned his position, but in the mean- 
time, in 1874, had been in command of the state 
troops in the field, on the border of Kansas and 
the Indian Territory. In 1875 he was appointed 
register “of the United States land*’office at 
Larned, Kans., at the expiration of his term of 
four years was reappointed by President Hayes 
and, altogether, held the post for twelve years. 
In 1878 he had been admitted to the Kansas bar 
by Judge Peters, and for a decade was. actively 
engaged in practice at Larned. In September, 
1893, he came to Perry, where he has since con- 
ducted a large and representative practice. 

In 1864, Colonel Morris married Miss Fliza- 
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of Clinton county, Pa., 
until her marriage. 
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beth I’. Stewart, a native 
where she was a resident 
Their eldest child, Annie Frances, Mrs. 
Moise, lives in. Emporia, Kans... The second 
daughter, Mary Elizabeth, wife of Kenneth 
Hartley, died at Aspen, Colo. Ellen Gamble, 
Mrs. A. M. Gaines, is a citizen of Leadville, 
Colo.;, and Lovisa.is the wife of, C. C. Wright, 
of Ikansas City, Kans. Charles Archibald, “the 
only son, is a stenographer in his father’s of- 
Tee. 

The colonel has. been a strong worker in the 
ranks of the Republican party for many years. 
In 1872 he was sent as a delegate to the national 
convention of his party, at Philadelphia, ancl 
there served as a member of the platform com- 
mittee. Frequently he has been sent to county 
and state conventions as a delegate, and after 
locating in Perry he was chairman of the first 
county committee, acting in the office until the 
autumn of 1896, which season he spent in Colo- 
rado. 

Initiated into the Masonic order while at Fort 
Scott, he there took the Royal Arch and Knight 
Templars degrees, and was the commander of 
his commandery. Later he held the office of 
eminent commander in Larned, and since the | 
organization of Perry Commandery No. 5, Kk. T., 
of which he is a charter member, he has oceu- 
pied the same eAaited position. He also be- 
longs to Perry Lodge No. 15, A. F. & A: M,, 
and. Perry Chapter AG. TS vette dangles dt fot 
being a charter member. Still higher honor 
awaited him, and at present he is the grand 
sono, warden of the Grand Commandery of 

Oklahoma. For many -years, while in Fort 
Scott, the colonel was commander of the Grand 
Army post there, and he is one of the charter~ 
meet of EfronrerC.. Jones Post No. '43, 

A.R., of Perry. Since the organization of the 
BBiecorzt Church of this city he has been one 
of its valued members and a senior warden. 


H. CANNON... On the first train which 
legally ran into Guthrie on the day of 
Oklahoma’s opening, C. H. Cannon was 

a passenger, and during the intervening years 
has been actively associated with the develop- 
ment of the territory. His account of the early 
days of Guthrie’s existence is very interesting, 
throwing light upon many things which have 
been unexplained hitherto, save to some of his 
acquaintanees. Though nearing his three-score 
and ten milestone, he is active in mind and body 
and possesses the energy and enthusiasm of 
many men in middle life. ; 
Of Scotch-Irish descent, 
and Nancy 
ware. he 


he 1s a son of Tsaac 
(Thomas) Cannon, natives of Dela- 
father, whose birthplace was near 
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Smyrna, was a farmer and blacksmith, and in 
1835 removed to Attica, Ind., pursuing his trade 
while the Wabash & Erie Canal was being con- 
structed. In 1844 he bought some land in 
Union township, Fulton county, Ind., and built 
the second house put up in the township. After 
the close of the Civil war, his wife having died, 
he returned to his native state, and there passed 
his last years. His patriotism had been severely 
tested, as he contributed four manly sons to 
the Union cause, two of the number being sac- 
rifices upon the altar of their country. Joseph 
and Isaac were connected with the Eighty-sev- 
enth Indiana and Greenup and William were sol- 
diers in the Twenty-sixth Indiana Infantry. 
Greenup was taken captive and died from the 
exposure and privations of his prison life; Will- 
iam was killed at the battle of Prairie Grove, 
and Isaac received a wound in his right leg. He 
now lives in Lafayette, Ind., and Joseph is a 
resident of IkKewanna, Ind. 

The eldest of eight brothers and sisters; C. 
H. Cannon was born September 17, 1832, in 
the neighborhood of Smyrna, Del., and was 
reared in Indiana. Though he mastered the de- 
tails of farming and blacksmithing, his educa- 
tion was not neglected, and after being gradu- 
ated in the Logansport Seminary he taught 
school for four terms in Fulton county, Ind., and 
then continued in that vocation in Jasper county, 
same state, until 1862. That year he entered the 
service of the government and was made post- 
master of the postal department at Louisville, 
Ky., his chief business consisting in forwarding 
mail to the constantly-moving regiments in the 
South. The arduous tasks connected with the 
office told upon his not over-strong constitu- 
tion, and in 1864 it became necessary for him 
to tender his resignation and return home. 
When comparative health had been regained 
he engaged in merchandising in Kewanna, Ind., 
and soon was made postmaster of the place 
holding the position until the fall of 1865. 

At that time Mr. Cannon located in Kansas 
City, Mo., where, for three years he was in the 
employ of a wholesale grocery house. Then, 
going to Longton, Kans., he carried on a mer- 
cantile enterprise until 1885. when he removed 
to Howard, Kans., and “here engaged in the 
livery and transfer business. The most crushing 
aflliction of his life befel him there, for on June 
4, 1886, his establishment was destroved by fire, 
his loss being about $10,000, and though this 
amount represented many years of indef fatigable 
labor on his part, this was the least of his trouble, 
for his son George lost his life in his efforts to 
save the property. Leaving the town, Mr. Can- 
non went to Arkansas City and became the 
manager of some stone quarries. \s before 
stated, he came into Oklahoma on the first train 


or 


legally entitled to bring home-seekers. Never- 
theless, about four thousand people already were 
in possession of Guthrie and a great problem 
rested upon the shoulders of defenders of law 
and order. Mr. Cannon was honored by being 
chosen to serve on the provisional council of 
Guthrie, and during the thirty-three days of his 
incumbency the charter and by-laws of the 
future city were framed. Selling one-of two lots 
which he had located near the land office, Mr. 
Cannon took up his abode on Capitol Hill, 
where he was elected and served as its first 
mayor, and, fact, the only one, for the four 
suburban towns of Guthrie were soon incor- 
porated with it. Prior to that event he had been 
admitted to practice before the Department of 
the Interior, as he was well versed in the land 
laws. September 22, 1891, he located a claim 
in the present Lincoln county, and with his only 
surviving son was occupied in improving and 
cultivating the place until in the fall of 1899 they 
sold out, in order to engage in their present 
line of business. Our subject has become one 
of the leading business men of Chandler, where 
he has a transfer business and employs three 
wagons in transferring and freighting goods. 

In national affairs Mr. Cannon is an uncom- 
promising Republican, though not a politician 
nor oOffice-seeker. In the fraternities he is as- 
sociated with the Odd Fellows only. 

In Jasper county, Ind., Mr. Cannon married 
Eliza Kenton, the great-granddaughter of Simon 
Kenton, the noted frontiersman and Indian 
fighter. Mrs. Cannon is a native of Champaign 
county, Ohio. Of her three sons, two died in 
Iwansas, namely: Charles and George, and Har- 
vey is engaged in the transfer business in hip- 


ley, Okla. 
B. HOLLAND. This highly esteemed 


citizen of Chandler, has been closely iden- 

tified with its upbuilding for the past nine 
vears, or during its formative period, and. is 
noted for his enterprise and liberality towards 
worthy undertakings here. Like his parents, 
West and Sallie (Grice) Holland, he is native of 
North Carolina. His father owned and operated 
a plantation near Goldsboro until 1871, when 
he removed with his family, comprising his wife 
and thirteen children, to Cowley county, Kans. 
One of the first settlers in the neighborhood of 
Winfield, he continued to dwell there for many 
years, improving a tract of land, and there he 
was bereft of his wife. Their children without 
a break in the circle lived to mature vears, but 
two have since passed away. lor the past three 
years the father has been a resident of Chand- 
ler, retired from active business cares. A vet- 
eran of the Confederate army, he served in a 
North Carolina regiment during the Civil war. 
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The birth of R. B. Holland occurred on the 
parental plantation near Goldsboro, July 22, 
1861, and ten years of his life were spent there. 
The removal to the West was a marked change 
for him, as for the other members of the family, 
and his education was gained chiefly in the 
public schools of Cowley county, Kans. In Sep- 
tember, 1891, he made the race into Oklahoma 
and located a claim, but subsequently iost it to 
a contestant. In the spring of 1892 he came 
to Chandler and buying some property, built 
the store which he has since conducted. Until 
the spring of 1900 he was in partnership with 
Mr. Feuquay and at that time purchased his 
interest in the business, continuing alone, as at 
present. He carries a good line of general mer- 
chandise and has built up a profitable trade. 

The cyclone of 1897 damaged his property 
and possessions but little, and with true Samar- 
itan spirit he opened his house and ministered 
to the needs of the injured, at one time having 
twenty-five persons thus afflicted beneath his 
hospitable roof. As he richly merits, he has 
achieved sttccess and to-day is ranked among 
our leading business men. Among his pres- 
ent possessions are a farm of one hundred and 
sixty acres, situated six miles northwest of 
Chandler, and two substantial residences which 
he built. When the construction of the Frisco 
road was being agitated, he contributed liberally 
of his time and means to secure the improve- 
ment, and other enterprises have received sub- 
stantial encouragement from him. For one term 
he was a member of the city council, and in 
political matters is affiliated with the Populists. 
Fraternally he is connected with the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen. 

In Cowley county, Kans., Mr. Holland mar- 
ried Zora, daughter of George Muret, both 
natives of Switzerland county, Ind. Her grand- 
fathers, Julius N. E. Muret and George Mark- 
land, of Swiss and Scotch descent, respectively, 
also were natives of the county mentioned. 
Charles Muret, great-grandfather of Mrs. Hol- 
land, came from Vevay, Switzerland, to Indiana 
at a very early day, settling near Vevay, Switzer- 
land county. George Muret, who is a farmer, 
removed to Arkansas City, Kans., several years 
ago, and is vet living there. Four of his sons 
are residents of Kay county, Okla., and four 
other children survive. Mr. and Mrs. Holland 
are the parents of three children, named respect- 
ively: Weaver, Loyal and Clara. 


EORGE IW. SCEUILNGUL,..,Onerotywthe 
first settlers of Oklahoma after its official 
opening to the world in general, and 
numbered among the foremost citizens of Guth- 
ric, George W. Schlegel then became one of 


the founders of Chandler, even assisting in sur- 
veying and laying out the town, as is widely 
known. He represented the first ward in the 
council, and was president or mayor of the place 
for two years, making a trustworthy public ofh- 
cial, as he always had before, in the numerous 
positions which he had occupied. 

But, before enumerating his later achieve 
ments, some space should be devoted to a res- 
wneé of the early history of our subject and of 
his family. Born near the city of Weimer, in 
Saxony, Germany, he comes from an old family 
in that region, and from the time of the Ref- 
ormation the Schlegels have been adherents of 
the Lutheran Church. His father, John I*red- 
erick Schlegel, served in the German army, and 
mastered the trade of wagon-making before he 
came to America. In 1851 he made the voyage 
across the Atlantic, accompanied by his family, 
and for several years he worked at his vocation 
in Wapekenita, Ohio, Later he settled upon a 
farm near Lima, fortunately making an invest- 
ment in eighty acres of land situated in the 
oil fields. From the eight oil wells upon his 
farm he obtains a good income, and for some 
time he has been retired irom active labors, as 
he is about cighty years old. His wife, formerly 
Iemma Krumhultz, died in Kansas while making 
a visit. 

George W. Schlegel, born July 14, 1845, was 
in his seventh year when he left his native land, 
and with his two sisters he was reared to.ma- 
turity in Ohio. At fifteen he commenced lIcarn- 
ing the business of a machinist in Cincinnati 
railroad shops, but in 1864, when the Union 
cause appeared to be in extreme peril, the voung 
man volunteered for three years in the Thirty- 
fourth Ohio Infantry, but at the end of four 
months received an honorable discharge and 
returned home, where he had charge of the farm 
for some time. Later, having completed his 
trade, he came to the West, and superintended 
the moving of machinery from Burlington, Cof- 
fey county, to Greenwood county, Kans. At the 
end of six months, during which time he oper- 
ated a saw and grist mill, he took the machinery 
to Fredonia, and carried on the business there 
for a year. From 1871 to 1878 he was num- 
bered among the merchants of 'redonia. Then 
he was appointed by Governor St. John under 
sheriff of Wilson county, to fill a vacancy, and 
continued to serve in that capacity for two years, 
Afterwards, for a similar period, he was em- 
ployed as a detective and for some time prior 
to the opening of Oklahoma was the manager of 
the Gold-Dust Hotel. 

Having been appointed a deputy United 
States marshal, George W. Schlegel came to 
Guthrie on the first train, and for four vears 
continued to act as an ollicer, two years being 
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first assistant to. the chief of police of the city. 
During those unsettled days, he had plenty to 
do, and made innumerable arrests. In the mean- 
time he located a claim, but lost it to a con- 
testant, and yet was successful in keeping some 
Guthrie lots which he had claimed. Joining the 
surveying corps at Chandler, September 8, 1891, 
he assisted in the task of laying out the town, 
and located some lots for himself, after which 
he was emploved in building until he entered 
into partnership with Mr. Cheadle, of Guthrie. 
Under his supervision the Cheadle & Schlegel 
block, 25x14o feet in dimensions, was con- 
structed, and other buildings and residences of 
this place were built by him. The firm has the 
local agency for the Pabst and Ferd Heim 
Brewing Companies, and also manufactures 
soda and mineral waters, in which an extensive 
trade has been built up. The large cold storage 
plant has a capacity of two carloads, and ship- 
ments are continually being made from here to 
different local points. 

Mr. Schlegel has succeeded in building up a 
large business, and is connected with a num- 
ber of home enterprises. In the Bank of Chand- 
ler he is one of the board of directors, and while 
he was connected with the council of this city 
he was influential in securing the water works, 
going to the legislature, and doing some efiect- 
ive lobbying, for the bill was passed. In the 
Odd Fellows order, he belongs to Chandler 
epage No. 9, where he has passed all the chairs. 
He also is identified with the Encampment, is 
past grand patriarch of the grand encampment 
of Oklahoma, and was grand representative to 
the grand lodge of Oklahoma, and to the gov- 
ernment grand lodge held at Springfield, IIL, 
and to the one convened at Boston, Mass. He 
also is connected with the Daughters of Rebecca 
Lodge. Politically he is an ardent Republican, 
and while a delegate to the congressional con- 
vention, assisted in nominating D. T. Flynn. 

The first marriage of Mr. Schlegel took place 
in Fredonia, the lady of his choice being Miss 
Me AM Lippy? She wasborn inv Tlinois and 
died in Kansas, leaving two children, Mrs. Cora 
I. Burgess, of Kansas C itv, and Orlin, who is 
a student in the high school of that. place. 
Charles died at the age of fourteen vears. The 
lady who now bears Mr. Schlegel’s name was 
Mrs. Marv E. Herr, of Purcell, at the time of 
their marriage. She is a:native of Pennsylvania, 
and by her first unton has one son, J. C. Hess, 
who served in Battery D, Tirst Battalion of Cali- 
fornia troops, heavy artillery, until mustered 
out in September, 1809.) During that period he 
was located in the Philippines, and took part 
ina number of engagements in and around Ma- 
nila. Mrs. Schlegel is a Presbyterian in) re- 
ligious faith. 


ARVEY, BECKNELL, one ofthe pioneers 

of Oklahoma, is the local agent for the 

Anheuser-Busch Brewing Company at 
Chandler, and has built up a large trade. His 
parents, William and Ann (Brown) Beckneli, 
are of Scotch-Irish descent. The father was or- 
phaned at an early age, and removed from his 
native state, Kentucky, to Indiana, several dec- 
ades ago, and in 1854 went to Montgomery 
county, Iowa. Taking up some government 
land near Red Oak, this pioneer farmer im- 
proved and cultivated the place, changing it 
into a fine homestead. His son Allison has 
carried on the farm since the death of the father, 
and the mother now lives in Marysville, Mo. 
She, too, is an Indianian, and her father, Will- 
iam Brown, died on his farm in the Hoosier 
state. Five of the ten children of William and 
Ann Becknell are deceased, Joseph, who died 
in Iowa, with two of his brothers, Thomas and 
Allison, were heroes of the Civil war, serving in 
an Iowa regiment. Thomas and our subject are 
the only members of the family in Chandler. 

The birth of Harvey, the youngest of the ten 
children, occurred in Montgomery county, Iowa, 
January 23, 1855, and his youth was passed in 
the pursuits common to country lads. When 
fifteen years of age he commenced working at 
the barber’s trade, and buying a shop at Red 
Oak continued to run it for thirteen years. In 
1r88yichehawent toyPratt, (Center), Pratt; county, 
Kans., where, as before, he carried on a edod 
business as a barber, and during his residence 
there the hot contest about the county seat 
occurred. 

In November, 1889, Mr. Becknell located in 
Guthrie, and until September 22, 1891, was en- 
gaged in the drug business. When the Sac and 
Fox country was opened he made the race for 
a homestead and located a claim on the Dry 
Tork, about seven ‘miles north of Chandler 
Having inproved the place he sold it the same 
day that Chandler was opened, and a week later 
located a lot on the corner of Manvil avenue and 
Twelfth street. Selling this lot, he resumed agri- 
culture, to which calling he devoted the next 
three years. Then becoming a permanent resi- 
dent of Chandler, he engaged in the liquor busi- 
ness and now holds the ageney for the .\n- 
heuser-Busch Brewing Company's goods, both 


invithis. city and in. Lincoln county. A. well 
equipped cold storage plant is under his super- 
vision, its capacity being over two car-loads. In 


addition to this, he carries on an extensive 
wholesale and retail business in ice. In his 
political faith he is a Democrat. 

At his old home in Red Oak, Iowa, Mr. Beek- 
nell married Miss aura Neill. who was born in 
MontieclHo, Towa. They are the parents of five 
promising children, namely: Frank, Clyde, Flos- 
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sie, Trix and Hedrick. The family occupy a 
pleasant residence, which Mr. Becknell erected. 


OBERT CHASTEEN,. Success is. the por- 
tion of the man who has carefully prepared 
himself for the arduous duties of life, who 

is ready to grasp every opportunity for advance- 
ment, provided it does not conflict with his 
ideals of duty, and who thoroughly performs 
each task allotted to him, as it presents itself. 
The enterprising young man whose name heads 
this sketch “has been “weighed in the balances 
and not found wanting” in the qualities that 
make up the good citizen and prosperous busi- 
ness man. 

On the’ paternal side, Robert Chasteen 1s of 
Trench descent. His father, Thomas Chasteen, 
was born near McMinnville, Tenn., and was the 
owner of a plantation in the vicinity of Collins- 
burg, Bossier county, La., at the time of our sub- 
ject’s birth, August 11, 1863, and it was not until 
1879 that the family removed to Fayetteville, 
Ark. There the wife and mother was called 
to her reward. She bore the maiden name of 
Martha J. McCullin, and was a native of South 
Carolina. She was the mother of six manly 
sons, the eldest of whom, Edward T., is a con- 
tractor of, Shreveport,.<ia.3);d homas. F...isy a 
farmer of Arkansas; John W. is serving in the 
United States army; Rev. James Chasteen is em- 
ployed in ministerial work in Idaho, and Charles 
A. is an attorney-at-law in Pawnee. Thus in this 
family of six sons nearly every field of modern 
human activity is. repre esented, the builder and 
business man, the farmer, the military man, the 
minister, the lawyer and the banker. The father 
made his home with his son Robert until his 
death, which occurred November 14, 1900. 

Completing his elementary education in the 
University of Arkansas, Robert Chasteen sup- 
plemented his three years’ course there by at- 
tending Eastman’s Business College in Pough- 
keepsie, \N. Y., where he was graduated. For 
the ensuing five years he was emploved as a 
bookkeeper at Russellville, Ark., in a mercantile 
establishment, after which he otfciated in a 
similar capacity with the Speer Hardware Com- 
pany, of Fort Smith. 

September 16, 1893, Mr. Chasteen made the 
race to Perry, Okla., and became secretary of the 
Temporary Town-Site Company of Northwest 
Perry. He was appointed first register of deeds 
in Pawnee county, and officiated in that posi- 
tion until November, 1804, after which he was 
deputy in the office of the sheriff until Mareh, 
1896. When the Arkansas Valley Bank was 
organized he was made a director and assistant 
cashier of the same, and when Te. AML. Thomp- 


‘son resigned, upon being given the position of 


or 


territorial treasurer, Mr. Chasteen was promoted 
and ever since has served as cashier of the bank. 
In the month following, July, 1900, the institu- 
tion’s name was changed to the one it now 
bears—the Arkansas Valley National lank— 
and its capital increased to $50,000. It is in- 
cluded in the Territorial Bankers’ Association, 
and ranks with the leading financial concerns of: 
the West. 

At the time of his arrival here, Mr. Chasteen 
entered a claim, eight miles southwest of Paw- 
nee, in Camp Creek valley, and still owns that 
quarter-section. He is a Knight of Pythias and 
belongs to the Ancient Order of U nited Work- 
men. One of the charter members of the Paw- 
nee Commercial Club, he acted as its vice-presi- 
dent for a period, and always has sought to ad- 
vance the local prosperity in every legitimate 
way. Politically he is associated with the Dem- 
ocratic party. In the Methodist Episcopal 
Church he is a valued member, serving on the 
board of trustees. 

In Fayetteville, Ark., Mr. Chasteen made the 
acquaintance of a young lady, who, like him- 
self, was a student in the University of Arkan- 
sas. Miss E. May Middleton, for that was the 
name she bore, won high honors and was made 
valedictorian of her class, also taking the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts. A little son and daughter 
bless the home of this worthy couple, their 
names being, respectively, Evelyn and Carl. 


4 


W. WILLIAMS. Within a remarkably 
} short period Mr. Williams, of Pawnee 

has come to the front, but, like many of 
the men who have risen to prominence in this 
republic, he was reared upon a farm and did 
not “despise the day of small things’—in other 
words, he faithfully and industriously performed 
each of life's duties as they came to him, and 
thus earned the high regard of all who knew 
him. Intrinsic worth, when united with zood 
mental endowments and keen perceptions, rarely 
fail of being recognized, sooner or later, and thus 
it has been in the case of the subject of this arti- 
cle, whose future is bright with promise. 

H. W. Williams, who was formerly junior 
member of the firm of Lemert & Williams, and 
is now United States commissioner of Pawnee 
county, comes from a prominent New Tengland 
family. His paternal grandfather, a native of 
Connecticut, went to Kentucky and owned and 
managed a plantation there until his death, 
which occurred! early nm his career, ‘Davis ‘Ls. 
Williams, with his brothers and a sister, went 
to Indiana, and became a farmer of LaPorte 
county, whence he removed to Miami county, 


Wans., in 1866. On the dav that witnessed the 


opening of this territory, he reached Guthrie 
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and the following July located a claim seven 
miles southeast of Stillwater, where he has since 
been engaged in farming. When the Civil war 
was being waged, he enlisted, serving in the 
Twenty-ninth ‘Indiana Infantry, and was first 
lieutenant, also served in the Twelfth Indiana 
Cavalry. He long has been an honored mem- 
ber of the Grand Army of the Republic, and is 
one of the old justices of the peace in Payne 
county. His wife, who was summoned to her 
reward March 3, 1898, was Mary, daughter of 
Joseph Dolman, of England. She was six years 
old when she accompanied her family to the 
United States, and was reared in Indiana. Her 
father lived in Iowa for a period, but returned 
to the Hoosier state, and died at his home in 
Michigan City, where he had followed his trade 
as a miller. His wife, whose maiden surname 
was Sharpe, is still living, hale and well. 

The birth of H. W. Williams occurred Sep- 
tember 12, 1872, on a farm located ten miles to 
the northeast of Paola, Miami county, Kans., 
and with his brother, Albert, and three sisters, 
he passed his youth quietly, occupied in rural 
pursuits. His eldest sister, Mrs. Lulu Mitche!l, 
now lives near Stillwater: the second sister, 
Mrs. Ora Wittich, is a resident of Kansas City, 
Kans.; and Mrs. Grace Overholt, the youngest 
of the family, is on the old home place in Payne 
county, Okla., as also is the younger brother, 
Albert. 

When he was ten vears old, H. W. Williams, 
with the rest of the parental family, removed to 
the vicinity of Iola, Kans., and a year later set- 
tled in the town, in order to have better school 
advantages. In 1885 he earned his first wages 
by working for farmers, and for two or three 
years after his relatives came to Oklahoma lhe 
contributed a large share of his earnings to 
them, assisting in their labors of making homes. 
It was not until January 3, 1891, that he came 
to this territory to live, and that winter he took 
up the study of law under King & Miller, of Still- 
water. On September 16, 1893, he crossed the 
Payne county line into Pawnee county, and lo- 
cated a claim just half a mile from the boundary. 
For over two vears he devoted his time and ef- 
forts to the development of the place, and then 
sold the property. Ele had improved his leisure 
hours in the meantime by continuing his legal 
studies, and in the spring of 18906 worked under 
the supervision of B.S. McGuire. In the spring 
of the following year he was admitted to the bar 


‘at Stillwater, and practiced his profession in 


Cleveland, Pawnee county, until February 1, 
1900, when he came to the county seat, and en- 
tered into partnership with Judge Ek. L. Lemert. 
On the 12th of the same inonth he received his 
appointment to the office of United States Com- 
missioner, at the hands of Judge DB. T. Tainer, 


of Perry, Okla. He belongs to the Pawnee 
County Bar Association. In politics he is an 
active Republican, and has been a member ot 
the county central committee. Traternally le 
Was initiated into Masonry in Pawnee Lodge 
NO. 175, As dt: & A, M.3. is connected with the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen, and 1s also 
a inember of Tyrian Chapter No. 20, R. A. ML. 
and Pawnee Commandery, Ko 


UDGE W., L. EAGLETON.’ Foremost 
among the members of the Pawnee County 
Bar Association is Judge Eagleton, a worth, 

representative of a fine old southern family. Many 
of his relatives and ancestors rose to distinction, 
occupying positions of importance in the several 
professions. Both of his grandfathers were 
ministers of some note, Rev. William Eagleton 
serving as pastor of the Presbyterian C ‘hureh at 
Murfreesboro, Venn., for thirty- -seven years, or 
until his death, and Rev. Lemuel H. Bethel, the 
maternal grandfather, being actively engaged in 
pastoral labors in the central part of the same 
state, and being one of the trustees of the Bap- 
tist University at Murfreesboro for a long pe-- 
riod. The Fagletons are of Scotch-Irish extrac- 
tion, and the wife of Rev. William Eagleton was 
a Miss Ewing in her girlhood. 

The ali of the judge were John A. and 
Mary (Bethel) Eagleton, both natives of Ten- 
nessee The ‘darned was a daughter of Rev. 
Wires ae ‘and Elizabeth (Buchanan) Bethel, the iat- 
ter coming from the celebrated Buchanan fam- 
ily, of southern note, one of her nephews being 
the late governor of Tennessee, John P. Bu- 
chanan. For many vears after arriving at ma- 
turity, John A. Eagleton and a brother were in 
business together in Murfreesboro, and in 1875 
the former settled at Cornersville, Tenn., where 
he was a merchant for several years. For about 
five vears prior to his death he lived upon his 
farm in Smith county, Tenn. During the Civil 
war he served in the Forty-fifth Tennessee, in 
Cheatham’s brigade. His wife is also deceased. 
Of their eleven children, only the subject of this 
article and three of his sisters survive. 

The birth of Judge Eagleton took place in 
Woodbury, Cannon county, Tenn., November 7. 
1860, and most of his youth was spent in Mur- 
freesboro, where he attended the public schools. 
Later he pursued his studies in the Southern 
Normal at Glasgow, Ky., where he was gradu- 
ated in 1884, with the degree of Bachelor of 
Sciences, and subsequently for three years en- 
gaged in teaching. In the meantime he pur- 
sued law studies, and in the spring of 1888 was 
admutted to the bar at his birthplace, Wood- 

bury. 

Maubarking on lus professional career, Judge 
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aecleton located in \Cisco, Tex.,.in the fall of 
1888, and was city attorney there until the 
spring of 1893, when he went to Muscogee, I. T. 
Believing that Pawnee, in a territory which soon 
will find. admittance to the Union as a state, is 
a better field of enterprise, he came here in No- 
vember, 1893, after due consideration, and has 
been actively engaged in practice here ever 
since. 

In July, 1898, when Judge Neal resigned his 
position, Mr. Eagleton w as appointed to fill the 
vacancy in the probate court, and in the follow- 
ing autumn was nominated on the Democratic 
ticket for the office, being endorsed by the Pop- 
ulists, as well. He received a flattering vote, 
leading his ticket by over two hundred, and 
being flected by a majority of nearly five hun- 
dred votes. He was re-elected to the same office 
in the fall of 19000. An active member of the ex- 
ecutive icommittee .of the Territorial “Central 
Democratic organization, and, in general, a stal- 
wart champion of the party, he was nominated 
to the territorial legislature in 1894, but, of 
course, was defeated, owing to being in the mi- 
nority party in this region. 

In the spring of T888 Judge Eagleton was 
initiated into Masonry in the lodge of Wood- 
bury, Tenn., for two years was the master of 
the lodge at Cisco, Tex., and was a charter mem- 
ber antl the first master of Pawnee Lodge No. 
17, A. Fo & A. M: ‘He was exalted to the Royal 
Arch degree while in Cisco, and is a charter 
member and was the first high priest of Tyrian 
Chapter No. 20, R. A. M., of Pawnee. At pres- 
ent he is deputy grand high priest of the grand 
chapter of Indian and Oklahoma territories, and 
from 1899. to 1900 was grand master of the 
grand lodge of Oklahoma. In this capacity he 
was the representative of this territory to the 
centennial ceremonies of the death of that re- 
nowned Mason, George Washington, at Mount 
Vernon, Va. He is a presiding officer of Paw- 
nee Council of Royal and Select Masters, and 
Generalissimo of Pawnee Commandery, both of 
which were instituted in the winter of ses or. 
En® 1807, Jésther Chapter No. 35, 0. E. was 
organized here, the judge being one of the 
charter members and the first worthy patron, 
and in 1898 and 1899 was the grand patron of 
the Grand Chapter of Indian and Oklahoma 
Territories. In his religious faith he adheres to 
the Congregational tenets, being a valued 
worker in the church. 


The marriage of Judge Eagleton and Miss 
Mattie Saunders, a native of Tennessee, took 
place in McNairy county, Tenn., in 1888. Her 
father, Sanford Saunders, who is numbered 
among the agriculturists of the county men- 
tioned, -was a descendant of a prominent TPen- 


nessee family, and his father held several promi- 


‘a farm in Lincoln county, 


‘to Cass county, 
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nent offices within the gift of the people of that 
state. Four children comprise the family of 
Judge and Mrs. Eagleton, namely: Mary Eloise, 
Olive, Elvie and William L., Jr. 


SCAR M. LANCASTER, ‘ex-treasurer -of 
Pawnee county, made an excelient record 
in that responsible position, which he held 

four years. He was the first one elected here to 
that office, and, upon the expiration of his first 
term, in 1896, he was re-elected over a fusion- 
ticket candidate, and thus continued as treas- 
urer of this county until New Year’s day, 1899. 
Previously he had been the city treasurer of 
Pawnee, the first chosen for the office, and this 
he resigned when he was elected to the higher 
post. He is active in the ranks of the Repub- 
lican party, and is a charter member and a di- 
rector in the Pawnee Commercial Club. 

Of German, English and Scotch extraction, 
Mr. Lancaster represents many of the best qual- 
ities of those three differing. peoples, and is a fine 
type of the patriotic American. His parents, 
John and Sarah (Johnson) Lancaster, were na- 
tives, respectively, of Kentucky and Indiana. 
From his boyhood, the father lived in’ the 
Hoosier state, and early was identified among 
the farmers of Switzerland county, where he 
won his bride. In the Centennial year he re- 
moved to Cass county, Mo., and carried on a 
farm near Austin, also engaging in a mercantile 
business at that place. He was born in 1817, 
and died in Austin, in 1895, and the wife and 
mother also has passed to the silent land. 

Oscar M. Lancaster, with six brothers and 
sisters, of the original nine children, survives, 
and thus far he is the only one of the number 
who has come to Cklahoma. His eldest brother, 
William, was in an Indiana regiment during the 
Civil war, and now is a resident of Hodgman 
county, Kans. Our subject was born on a farm 
near Vevay, Ind., October 9, 1858, and received 
a liberal public-school education. In Hee he 


came to the West, and in the following year took 
charge of a farm, which he managed baie five 
years. Dhen, locating in. East duynnyMo., he 


carried on a livery and dealt in agricultural im- 
plements for four years, after which he bought 
Kans., and embarked 
in agricultural pursuits, also giving considerable 
attention to stock-raising. In 1800 he returned 
Mo., and until September 16, 
1893, Operated a farm there. 

On that date, Mr. Lancaster made the race 
into the western part of Noble county, but, as 
he did not like the country, he came to Pawnee 
and opened one of the first eries in the 
place, its situation being on the north 
the square, and there he was a merchant until 
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he was elected county treasurer. Since the ter- 
mination of his public service in that capacity 
he has conducted a real-estate, loan and insur- 
ance business, and now owns desirable city and 
farm property. His own homestead, which he 
leases, is located two and a half miles northeast 
of Pawnee. In January, 1899, he became finan- 
cially connected with the Bank of Pawnee, and 
was placed on the board of directors. In Oc- 
tober, 1899, it was converted into the First Na- 
tional Bank of Pawnee, and he continues as one 
of the directors of the new organization. In 
the Odd Fellows society he is past noble grand. 
sHe is also associated with Pawnee Lodge No. 
17, A. F. & A. M., and is its present master and 
senior warden; and, besides, he 1s a member of 
Tyrian Chapter No. 20, R. A. M., also a member 
of the Scottish Rite, thirty-second and York de- 
grees. The local lodge of the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen numbers him among its 
members, and he likewise is connected with the 
Knights of Pythias. 

In Austin, Mo., Mr. Lancaster married Miss 
May Burt, who was born in Wisconsin, and 
to them a little son and daughter were born. 
Blanche is living, but Roy died at the age of 
eighteen months. Mrs. Lancaster is a daughter 
of B. Burt, a Missouri farmer. She is a lady of 
pleasing social attainments, and in the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church she is an earnest worker. 


ASS LUS.’W..,RAMBO. ds. a:sterling repre- 
sentative of one of the old families of the 
. colonial period of the United States. Orig- 
inally from Switzerland, the Rambos were iden- 
tified with the history of Pennsylvania at an early 
day, and our subject’s grandiather, Aaron 
Rambo, a native of Beaver county, a, was a 
soldier in the war of 1812. His maternal grand- 
father, Jacob Slaybaugh, also was born in the 
Keystone state, and also patriotically fought 
for his beloved land in our second war with the 
mother country. Both were pioneers of Rich- 
land county, Ohio. Aaron Rambo built and 
owned the first grist-mill (run by horse-power) 
operated in that county, it being situated spo 
a mile from Shelby. He died in that locality, a 
the ripe age of seventy-four years. Jacob Slay 
baugh was a farmer by occupation, and lived to 
his seventy-third year. 

The parents of our subleck Moses and Sarah 
Rambo, were natives of Shelby, Ohio, and 
Adams county, Pa., pti tively. The former, 
born in 1822, continued to manage his father’s 
old homestead until 1857, when he removed to 
Sumner, Iwans., and there engaged in the manu- 
facturing of brick until the outbreak of the € ivil 
war, when he took hts family back to Ohio? 
Enlisting in Company H, Sixty-fourth Olio In- 


Hy) 


fantry, he served throughout the war, and in 
the battle of Rocky Face Ridge was seriously 
wounded in the t thigh. After the close of the 
war he carried on farms in Ohio and Illinois, 
and now lives at his old home near Shelby, Ohio. 
He is a prominent Grand Army man, and is a 
stalwart Republican. The wife and mother de- 
parted this life in 1897, when making a visit in 
Kansas. Four of their children lived to ma- 
turity(G.. WV.5,\Curtis.,.R. aéarmen, near Blk 
Falls, Kans.; Mrs. Sarah R. Collins, of Shelby, 
Ohio; and Byron O., of the same town. 
Cassius W. Rambo was born in Shelby, Ohio, 
April 20, 1847; from 1857 to 1861 lived i in Kan- 
sas, and during the early part of the Civil war 
attended the public schools of his native state. 
As soon as he could prevail upon the enroiling 
officers to allow him to enlist, the young man 
was ready for whatever the fortunes of war 
might bring to him. In the spring of 1864, when 
he was barely seventeen, he was taken as a 
recruit in Company H, Thirty-ninth Ohio, and 
joined the regiment in Georgia, just before the 
Atlanta campaign. With the spirit of a veteran, 
he bravely participated in the numerous battles 
and long marches of that famous march to the 
sea, and, after taking Atlanta, went to Savan- 
nah, northward through the Carolinas, and 
thence to’ Washington, where he was a hero ot 
the Grand Review. Sent to Louisville, Ky., he 
was mustered out of the army July 19, 1865. 
Returning home, Mr. Rambo attended the 
normal school in Shelby for about a year, and 
then engaged in teaching in that county until 
1869. In the fall of that year he entered a claim 
near Independence, Kans., and commenced 
making improvements upon it, in the meantime 
teaching school in the vicinity. Since 1872 he 
has been actively occupied in mercantile pur- 
suits, save for the four years between 1884 and 
1888, when he served the people of Elk county, 
Kans., as their county treasurer. His partner, 
T. P. Fletcher, is the father of his wife, and the 
firm name is Fletcher & Rambo. For a few 
months the partners conducted a general mer- 
chandise store at Princeton, Franklin county. 
Kans., and in the fall of 1873 embarked in the 
same line of business at Elk Falls, Howard 
county. Fletcher & Rambo own a fine farm of 
five hundred and sixty acres, situated in Elk 
county, Kans., and it was not until the spring 
of 1895 that Mr. Rambo. left Elk Falls. At 
that time he came to Pawnee and started a gen- 
eral store in a substantial building, 25x150 feet, 
which he had specially erected. He is very en- 
terprising in his methods, and from the first 
commanded the respect of the public. He was a 
charter member of the Commercial Club, and 
Was one of its vice-presidents for a period. Tle 
also served as a member of the city council, and > 
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acted as president of the board. Initiated into 
Masonry in Ottawa, Nans., be is past master of 
the Elk Falls lodge, and now belongs to Paw- 
neémLodge Non 17. Andis & Av XL; took. the 
Royal Arch degree in Independence, and is one 
of the charter members of Tyrian Chapter No. 
20, R. A. M., and Pawnee Commandery No. 7, 
Ik. T. In the Grand Army of the Republic he is 
justly popular, and now is identified with Elenry 
Slocum Post, of Pawnee. His franchise always 
is used on behalf of the platform of the Repub- 
lican party. 

In Franklin county, Kans., Mr. Rambo 
wedded Miss Alice J. Fletcher, who is a native 
of Maine. They are the parents of two manly 
sons,' Clate’‘C.vand Hal Fi) The elder, \C. C., 1 
in business with his father, and was educated 
in the Kansas State Agricultural College and 
in Baker’s University. 


ENRY S. TOMS is the oldest merchant in 
years of continued business now residing 
in Pawnee, and is a man of superior exec- 

utive abilitv and sound judgment, who occupies 
an enviable position in the mercantile world. He 
was born in Rutherfordton, N. C., September 11, 
1852, and is a son of Hon. Edward and Jane 
(Kerr) Toms, also natives of Rutherford county, 
and the latter of Scotch-Irish descent. The pa- 
ternal grandfather was a native of England and 
in early life was a sea captain, but on his emigra- 
tion to America he located in North Carolina 
and devoted the remainder of his life to the man- 
agement of his plantation. Our subject's father 
was also a planter of that state, and was one of 
the most popular and influential citizens of his 
community. He served as county clerk several 
terms and also represented his district in the 
state legislature. He died at the age of sixty-five 
years, and his wife at the age of about sixty-two 
vears. Of their family, two children are still 
living, the younger and only son being our sub- 
ject” 

The boyhood and youth of Henry S. Toms 
were spent upon a plantation in his native state, 
and after attending the public schools he be- 
came a student at Rutherford College. He began 
his business career in 1878 as a general mer- 
chant at Rutherfordton, where he remained until 
1891, and then went to Chicago, Hl. Subse- 
quently he spent a short time in Georgia, Mis- 
sissippi and Arkansas, and in 1892 went to the 
Cherokee Nation. He was engaged in mer- 
chandising at Tfovil until September, 1893, when 
he made the run to the strip and located in Paw- 
nee county. Three days after his arrival here 
he purchased the lot in Pawnee City where he is 
now engaged in business. He opened lis first 
stock of merchandise in a building 25x40 feet, 


“called 
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but soon afterward erected a part of his present 
store building, which was opened for business 
in May, 1894. It has since been enlarged and he 
now has a good two-story building, 25x80 feet. 
He carries a large and well-selected stock of 
general merchandise, and has by fair and hon- 
orable dealing built up an excellent trade. He 
is a man of broad bls , and his business 
interests have been so managed as to win him 
the confidence of the public and the prosperity 
which should always attend honorable effort. 

At Rutherfordton, N. C., Mr. Toms led to the 
marriage altar AMliss Fanny Dickerson, a native 
of that place and a daughter of Col. M. O. Dick- 
erson, a planter and politician, who was also 
born there. J*or many years her father served 
as clerk of the superior court and also as a mem- 
ber of the state senate. He took part in the 
early Indian wars, and during the Civil war was 
colonel of a North Carolina regiment in the 
Confederate army. He was a member of the 
Masonic fraternity and was quite a prominent 
man in his locality. His death occurred in his 
native state. 

Mr. Toms is a charter member and director 
of the Commercial Club of Pawnee, and is also 
identified with the Knights of Pythias and the 
Aticient Order of United Workmen. By his 
ballot he supports the men and measures of the 
Democratic party, and gives his support to all 
worthy enterprises for the public good. : Reli- 
giously he and his estimable wife are members 
of the Presbyterian Church 


ROF. FLORUS DAVID HARNDEN. In 
this age of intellectual activity, when suc- 
cess in the business world depends not 
upon mere physical PROWESS, but upon mental 
activity, the work of the educator has become of 
even greater importance than ever before. Oc- 
cupying a prominent rank among the educators 
of Oklahoma is Professor Harnden, who ts now 
serving his second term as county superintend- 
ent of schools in Pawnee county. 
He was born in Wheaton, IIL, March 25, 1863. 
a son of George W. and Frances (Meacham) 
Harnden, who were also natives of Wheaton. 
and representatives of good old New England 
families. His paternal great-grandfather was a 
native of England and an early settler of New 
Hampshire, in which state the grandiather, Jas- 
per Streeter Harnden, was born and. reared. 
During his boyhood the latter became a sailor 
and was first mate on a whaling vessel for vears. 
In 1835 he went to Mhnots, and became one ot 
the pioneers of Barrington, Cook county, where 
he improved a farm, making it his home until 
toi his final rest. at the advanced age of 
ninety-five years. Our subject’s maternal grand- 
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father was Lemuel Meacham, a native of Rut- 
land county, Vt., and a son of Colonel Meacham, 
who was an officer in the American navy in both 
the Revolutionary war and the war of 1812. The 
latter married Isabelle Standish, a lineal de- 
scendant of Miles Standish, of colonial fame. 
On the maternal side our subject 1s also de- 
scended from Jonathan Edwards, an eminent di- 
vine of the Congregational Church. The grand- 
father, Lemuel Meacham, was a highly educated 
man, and was especially proficient in music, 
teaching that art in connection with farming 
while a resident of the Green Mountain state. 
In 1835 he became a pioneer farmer of Du Page 
county, Ill., and was a musical instructor there 
for atime. Later he conducted a music school 
in Chicago, but his last days were spent in Min- 
nesota, where he died at the age of ninety-three 
years. The professor's father was reared on a 
farm in Cook county, Ill, and was graduated 
from the Chicago Medical College. He is now 
engaged in the practice of his profession at 
Sherburne, Minn., and is ex-mayor of that city. 
His wife died in that state and one of their 
three children is also deceased. Our subject is 
the oldest and only son of the family. His sister, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Perrine, is now a resident of 
Pawnee county, Okla. 

Professor Harnden’s primary education was 
obtained in the public schools of Wheaton, Ill. 
In 1878 he accompanied his parents on their 
removal to Sherburne, Minn., and in 1881 he 
entered Carlton College, at Northfield, that 
state, where he was a student for one year. He 
then learned the painter's trade, but devoted the 
greater part of his time to teaching school, fol- 
lowing that profession at Alton, ‘Kans., from 
1885 to 1889. In the latter year he entered Stock- 
ton Academy, where he pursued a classical 
course, and was graduated in 1893. He also 
conducted classes during the entire time he was 
a student there. 

On first coming to Pawnee, Okla., in the 
spring of 1894, Professor Harnden engaged in 
business as a contract painter until the fall of 
1895, and painted the court-house and many of 
the best residences and business houses in the 
city. Inthe fall of 1895 he made application for 
the principalship of the Pawnee public school, 
but, failing to secure the position, he resolved 
to start a private school by charging $2 a month. 
He canvassed the town and that first week had 
sixteen pupils; the second, thirty-two; the 
fourth, forty-nine; and the fifth, sixty-one. So 
rapidly did his school grow that he was soon 
forced to lire an assistant. Tis enrollment 
reached sixty-nine. One day a director of the 
board of education met him and remarked that 
if he continued to take the pupils from the pub- 
lic school Jhey would soon have to change build- 
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ings with him. He successfully conducted the 
school for eight months, and in 1896 organized 
a private summer normal school in ‘connection 
with Prof. O. G. Palmer, later one of the Rough 
Riders in the Spanish-American war, and now 
filling the chair of history and civics in the Alva 
normal. Before the close of the three months’ 
term Professor Harnden received the nomina- 
tion for county superintendent, and in the fall 
of 1896 was elected on the Populist and fusion 
ticket. So acceptably did he fill the office that he 
was re-elected in 1808, his present term expiring 
in July, 1901. He has. continued to conduct 
his private normal school for three months dur- 
ing the summer, and so beneficial has it proved, 
especially to the teachers of the county, that it 
has been made a part of the county work, being 
given a substantial support by the county com- 
missioners. Besides an academic course, in- 
struction is also given in music by Professor 
Harnden, who is also master of that art. Ap- 
preciating his efforts in their behalf, at the end 
of his first term as county superintendent, the 
teachers of the county petitioned the Populist 
party to renominate him, pledging their support. 
He has labored untiringly for the betterment of 
both the graded and district schools of the 
county, and under his superintendency the 
county has obtained two prizes in the territorial 
contest for teachers’ reading circle work. 


Prof. Harnden was married in Sherburne, 
Minn., to Miss Sarah Leigh, a native of New 


York, and to them have been born six children: - 
George, Rosetta, Edward, Lemuel, Elsie and 
Minnie. The parents hold membership in the 
Christian Church, of which the professor is a 
trustee and ex-superintendent of the Sunday 
school. He also.belongs to the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen, and is an active and prom- 
inent member of the County Teachers’ Associa- 
tion and the Territorial Teachers’ Association. 
He was a charter member and one of the organ- 
izers of the Territorial County Superintendents’ 
Association, of which he was the first president, 
and filled that office for two terms. He owns a 
well improved and valuable farm one mile south- 
west of Pawnee, and upon that place he makes 
his home. 


M. GRANT. As a contractor and builder 
this gentleman has been prominently 
identified with the development and 

ress of Pawnee since October, 1893, but is now 
discharging the duties of sheriff, having been 
appointed to that position to fill a vacaney in 
November, Tle is sheriff not only of Paw- 
nee county, but also of the Osage nation, his 
territory being seventy-five miles square, and he 
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is proving a most competent and trustworthy 
officer. 

A native of Kentucky, Mr. Grant was born in 
Pendleton county, April 1, 1853, and is a son of 
Peter Grant, a native of Boone county, that 
state, and a third cousin of General Grant's 
father. The grandfather, John Grant, was born 
in Virginia of Scotch descent, and was a rela- 
tive, of: Daniel, Boone... He was a farmer by, 
occupation and an early settler of boone county, 
Ky., in which state he spent his last days. Our 
subject's father was an agriculturist of Pendleton 
county, Ky., where he died at the age of forty- 
seven years. He married. Miss Susan Lamb, ‘a 
native of Baltimore, Md., and a daughter of 
Milton Lamb, who was born in the same state 
and was one of the first settlers of Covington, 
Kenton county, Ky., serving as a member of 
its first council. For a time he engaged in the 
packing house business, but later followed farm- 
ing near Covington, where his death occurred, 
He was of German descent. Our subject is the 
third in order of birth in a family of seven chil- 
dren, all of whom are living and are residents 
of Kentucky with exception of himself. The 
mother still resides on the old homestead in 
Pendleton county. 

T. M. Grant was only eleven years of age at 
the time of his father’s death. On the farm, 
consisting of 160 acres, there was an indebted- 
ness of $1,600, and he remained at home, assist- 
ing in its operation until this was paid off. He 
received a good common school education, and 
was reared to habits of industry and thrift. At 
the age of twenty he began working at the car- 
penter’s trade, but remained at home until he 
attained his majority, when he commenced con- 
tracting and building with a partner. On leaving 
Kentucky, in 1875, he went to Hiawatha, Kans.., 
where he followed the same occupation for 
eighteen months, and then returned to his native 
state, where he and a brother together engaged 
in contracting and farming for a time. Later 
Mr. Grant was interested in the leaf tobacco 
business, but was unsuccessful in that venture. 
In 1884 he removed-to southwestern Wansas, 
where he followed contracting and building for 


three years; was subsequently engaged in the 
same pursuit at Denver, Colo., until 1890; anc 
at Aspen, Colo., until 1893. On the 16th of 
September, that year, he located in Perry, Okla., 


but two weeks later came to Pawnee, where he 
has erected over one-half of the buildings, includ- 
ing the best residences and business blocks of 
the city.” He formed a partnership with H. U. 
Bartlett, under the firm name of Grant & Dart- 
lett, Which connection still continues. They had 
charge of the woodwork in building the court- 
house, and erected the Arkansas Valley Bank 
and the residences of Messrs, Rambo, Preidman, 
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Charles Vandervort, Wrightsman, McGuire and 
Hunter, and the new school building, which 1s 
the finest structure in the territory, besides many 
other buildings. They always conscientiously 
fulfill their part of every contract and are nuim- 
bered among the most reliable business men of 
the city. 


In Pendleton county, Ky., Mr. Grant married 


Miss florence Griffing, a native of Kenton 
county, that state, and to them has been born a 
son, William G., who is a graduate of the Paw- 


nee high school, and is now attending the Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma at Norman. The wife ard 
mother.is an earnest member of the Christian 
Church. Mr. Grant was made a Mason in his 
native county, and Cesoter a charter member of 
Pawnee Lodge No, 17, A, F&A. 'M., and.also 
belongs to Tyrian Chapter No. 20, R. A. M., of 
Pawnee; also Pawnee Commandery No. 7, WK. 
T.: and the Ancient Order of United Workmen. 
In his political views he is a Republican. 


EV. HARVEY J. BROWN, in-his faithful 
work as presiding elder of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South for Oklahoma 

district, has indeed been a public benefactor. 
Under his direction new churches have been, 
built, and the enrollment of old ones multiplied, 
and his general efforts to promote the cause of 
Christianity have resulted in elevating the moral 
standard of citizenship in the territory under his 
jurisdiction. He is a man of good educational 
attainments, enthusiastic in his work, and of 
forcible character, possessing the confidence and 
good will of his fellowmen to a marked degree 
Mr. Brown was born. at Jennings Gap. 
Augusta county, Va., May 21, 1856.. This is the 
birthplace of numerous ministers and also of 
Ex-Governor Fifer, of Illinois. He is a son of 
John Joseph Decateur and Juliet Amanda (Hill) 


Brown, and a erandson of Joseph Brown. The 
family, are, of old Pennsylvania stock, and 
Joseph was born in Washington county, Pa., 


but later removed to Jennings Gap. Auousta 
county, Va. where he followed his trade as a 
mechanic. His wife. who was Mary Richey, was 
a daughter of Dr. Richey, whose wife was Mary 
O’F riel. 

John Joseph Deeateur Brown, the father of 
our subject, was born at Jennings Gap, Va., in 
1804, and early in life learned the trade of a 
carpenter and cabinet maker. He subsequently 
engaged in contracting and was an exact work- 


man until 1863, when he died at the age of fifty- 
nine vears. He was united in marriage with 
Juliet Amanda Hill, who was born near Lyneh- 
burg, Amherst county, Va, Feb. 16, tS2r, and 
was a ‘daughter of Wilham and Nanev (Wil 
liams) [fill Wer father was born iy) Virginia 
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and was a man of superior education, and was a 
relative of President James Madison. He mar- 
ried Nancy Williams, whose father was a Welsh- 
man, serving in the British navy, but deserted 
and came to America, being obliged to swim for 
miles in making his escape. He joined the 
American army and fought valiantly for the 
cause of Independence. Mr. and Mrs. Hill were 
parents of the following children: Juliet Amanda; 
Reuben D., an attorney of Staunton, Va.; Rich- 
ard, who was murdered in Illinois; William, 
who while serving in the United States Army 
was supposed to be killed by the Indians in 
Arizona before the war; Ajax, who died at Leb- 
anon, Mo.; Elvira, wife of Dr. J.T. Schuck, of 
Leon, Kane: ; Mrs. Eliza Creasy of Illinois; and 
Edmond, who still lives near the old family 
homestead near Lynchburg, Va., at an age of 
almost one hundred years. Our subject’s mother 
is a well-educated woman and a devout Chris- 
tian, being converted early in life. She taught 
school many years in Augusta county, Va., mak- 
ing several trips to and from her brother’s house 
to her father’s home in Amherst county, on 
horseback, a distance of over one hundred miles. 
She now resides in Leon, Kans., and although 
nearly eighty years of age is most active in her 
church work, being a steward in the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, a class leader and Sun- 
day school teacher. She and her husband were 
parents of the following offspring: Francis Hen- 
dra Taylor, now of Carterville’ Mo.; Nannie and 
Mary, who died in infancy of scarlet fever, their 
deaths occurring but five minutes apart; Joseph 
William, merchant and postmaster of Haverhill, 
Butler county, Kans.; Harvey Josiah; and 
Luther M., who died young. 

Harvey P Brown was brought up in the small 
village of Jennings Gap, and attended the sub- 
scription schools in a church, which was also 
used for a school house. The environments of 
his early life were ideal and the events of his 
boyhood days made a lasting impression. There 
was the farm of one hundred and eighty-seven 
acres, with tts familiar old-stvled Virginia coun- 
try home, surrounded by willows and = an 
orchard, where neighbors and friends were wont 
to gather and make merry; and the Highland 
county travelers’ camp, and the many good 
times enjoyed there will never be forgotten by 
him. From the farm an excellent view was to 
be had and in the distance could be seen Craw- 


ford Mountain, towering over all the other 
mountains in sight, except Elliott's Knob. tle 
and his brothers were but small bovs, but 


vividly he remembers the horrors of the Civil 
war. They were, of course, southern svmpa- 
thizers, and his mother kept a Confederate States 
post office’ His father, after being an invalid 
for several years, died in 1863, and next to this, 


1235 


the surrender of General Lee, April 9, 1865, was 
the saddest event of his life, to that date. After 
the war, he continued in school in Virginia and 
later in Kansas, also taking a course of study 
under the careful direction of his mother, who 
was an excellent scholar. In 1871, with his 
mother and the rest of the family, he located in 
Butler county, ans., eight miles east of 
Augusta, on the Osage Indian Trust lands. In 
1876 he began teaching school, and having been 
licetisedl to preach in the Traveling ministry in 
1877, he prepared to enter the Annual Con- 
ference on trial. He was admitted on trial to 
the Western Conference also in 1877, his first 


appointment being the Cedar Point Circuit, con- 


sisting of classes in Butler, Chase and Marion 
counties. He had traveled over that part of the 
country the year previous in attending competi- 
tive examination for appointment to West Point, 
and among other candidates was H. C. Cross, 
who subsequently met with a tragic death. Aiter 
traveling that circuit for one year, he was ap- 
pointed to Fort Scott Circuit in ‘Bourbon county, 
and during his third year was on the Barnard Cir- 
cuit. This is near the seat of the Captain Hamil- 
ton Massacre, and he received a lady into his 
church whose father had been murdered there. 
Owing to the prevalence of Spiritualism and In- 
gersollism, his congregations were at first very 
small and he experienced considerable difficulty 
in bringing the churches up to the standard, but 
setting ‘about his work with characteristic energy 
his efforts were attended with some success. He 
subsequently preached on the following circuits: 
1880 and 1881, Winfield; 1882 and 1883, How- 
ard; 1883 and 1884, W alnut Valley; 188 85. 1886 
and 1887, Council Grove; 1887 and 888, at 
Eureka Springs, Arkansas Conference; 1888 and 
1889, Bentonville, continuing for two years. In 
1890 he was transferred to Indian Mission Con- 
ference, and was sent to Oklahoma in charge of 


Kingfisher and El Reno. He first lived in King- 
fisher, but in March, 1891, went to Fl Reno, 


where he built the present church and_parson- 
age. In 1892 he was given charges of El Reno 
and Minco, and built a church at Minco. He 
located a claim in Canadian county, nine miles 
southwest of El Reno, in 1892, and in that year 
was given charge of the Okarche Mission, resid- 
ing on his farm; after remaining in charge until 
1893, he was appointed to the Fort Reno Cir- 
cuit. Ele proved up his claim to one hundred 
and sixty acres in 1894, and giving two and one- 


half acres of his property for a site, built a 
church known as Buena Vista Church, from 
which can be seen Fort Reno, Darlington, 


Union City, El Reno, and the Cherokee and 
Arapahoe school. He has a well-improved place 
and it is known as Wolf Hill. In 1894 he was 
stationed at Norman Station, and in 1895 «at 
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Dunean Station on the Chicago, Rock Isiand & 
Pacific railway, where he secured the seating of 
the church and improvement of the parsonage. 

In 1896 he was appointed presiding elder of 
Oklahoma District by Bishop Duncan at the 
Conference held in E] Reno. Where he had 
been preaching on the picket line, with no other 
minister of the same denomination within 
twenty-five miles of him and no other Methodist 
Episcopal Church South in Indian or Oklahoma 
Territory on that line of railroad, there left that 
Conference a train load of ministers of that de- 
nomination. A wonderful transition had taken 
place in less than seven years’ time, and the El 
Reno charge is now self-supporting and pays its 
pastor S8oo per y cae Rev. Mr. Brown located his 
headquarters at Oklahoma City and rented seven 
different houses up till March, 1899, when he 
moved into the present district parsonage, a five 
room house on East Sixth street, Maywood, 
which has been secured for use of the presiding 
elders. He has been appointed to that office 
every year since and is serving his fourth year. 
He was‘secretary of the Conference Board of 
Education, and has been on the board about 
nine years, at the present time serving as its 
president. In connection with the same, they 
have secured pledges for $9,500 for Twentieth 
Century Thanks Offering for the Indian Mission 
Conference. Several years since his connection 
with the board, they have raised $600 annually 
for the education of ministers’ sons and daugh- 
ters. 

Oklahoma District is composed of the follow- 
ing charges: Oklahoma City, El Reno, Still- 
water Circuit, Tecumseh Circuit, Shawnee, 
Enid, Hennessey, Council Grove, Yukon, Union, 
Earlsboro, Perry, Chandler, Luther, Billings, 
Moore, Choctaw, McLeod and Byron. The 
annual conference reports for the district in 
1899 gave the following interesting statistics: 
1,865 members; admission by profession of faith, 
159; certificate and otherwise, 538; dismissal, 
225; giving a net gain of 463. There are 53 
congregations in the district; 14 churches, val- 
ued at $24,950; 13 parsonages, valued at $5,210; 
district parsonage, valued at $1,800. The dis- 
trict raised for church purposes as follows: Pre- 
siding elder, $476; support of pastors, $3,317; 
3ishop, $48.67; Conference claimants, widows 
and orphans, $83.25; Foreign Missions, $190; 
Domestic Missions, $173; church extension, 
$44.60; educational assessments, $52.60; for all 
purposes, $7,456.21. In addition to the resi- 
dence of the presiding elder, they have built 
parsonages at Pawnee, Stillwater, Dillings, 
Hennessey, Council Grove, Moore, MeLeod, 
Tecumseh and Shawnee during the last four 
years, in addition to improving nearly all of the 
others. 
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November 22, 1888, Mr. Brown was united in 
marriage with Prenettie Alice Maxey, who is of 
Itrench descent. Her ancestors fled from France 
during, the St. Bartholomew Massacre. Her 
father. was Rev. William Bon Durant Maxey, 
and her grandfather was Nathaniel Maxey, a 
native: of , Virginia: He. marriéd,, Miss. Baber, 
who comes of the same family as Col. Hiram 
Baber, .of, Jefferson. City, Mo., and early, in life 
settled at Maxey’s Landing, Ky., on the Ohio 
river, being a pioneer in Kentucky. William 
Bon Durant Maxey was born in Danville, ky., 
and was twenty vears of age when he entered the 
ministry. He was originally of the Methodist 
Ipiscopal: Church, and upon its division went 
withthe Methodist Episcopal Church South. He 
preached in Kentucky, then went to Nansas in 
1871. He finally located on a farm near Coun- 
cil Grove, where he was pastor for one year. 
His health gave out and he served as Local 
Elder until his death, about fourteen years ago. 
He married Martha S. Wilson, a native of Ken- 
tucky, and a daughter of Joseph Wilson. The 


‘latter was born in England and came with his 


parents to this country when a boy, locating in 
Kentucky, where he died. To his daugitter, 
Martha S. Maxey, the following children were 
born: Mrs. Mary E. Roberts of El Dorado 
Springs, Mo.; Mrs. Kitty Steele of El Dorado 
Springs, Mo.; Mrs. Susan E. Martin of Duncan, 


Te lis pivirsz " Adeli ine V. Maxey of Canadian 
county, Okla.; Mrs. Eliza L. Buford of Lincoln, 
Neb.; Teeonidace who is engaged in the insurance 


Nath aniel, who died 
ms died in Kansas; 


business at Topeka, Kans.; 
in... Kentucky); J.;Flavel, 
Mrs. Martha “Morehouse of Coa Grove, 
Kkans.; Prenettie Alice; and Julia, who died at 
the age of three years. Our subject's wife was 
born at Maxey’s Landing, Ky., and received a 
good education, having graduated from high 
school at Salina, Kans. Asa result of her union 
with Mr. Brown, three children were born, 
namely: Madge, born in Bentonville, Ark.; Por- 
ter Walker, born at Buena Vista, Okla.; and 
Ruth, \bern at. Dimican, J.T. ;-Mr. .Browia-is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity. He is a 
Democrat in politics, and a strong temperance 
advocate. 


AMES R. MURIE, assistant bookkeeper 
and interpreter for the First National Bank 
at Pawnee, is the only child of James and 
Annie Murie, and is a native of Genoa, Nance 
county, Neb. His paternal grandfather was 
a ar Murie, a native of Scotland and a pioneer 
Nebraska. When a young man the tather 
er in clerking in the store of an Indian 
trader at Genoa, where he learned the Pawnee 
language, and later married a Pawnee weman, 
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a daughter of the prophet of the tribe, Sah-ko- 
ru-tah, which means the coming sun. They 
were married according to the rites of the 
Protestant church, although by her people it was 
not looked upon with as much favor as if it had 
been performed according to their own customs, 
being accompanied by a certain number of 
ponies. Her father had three brothers who 
were chiefs of the Ske-de band of Pawnees. This 
tribe drifted north from the Wichita mountain 
and became known as Pawnees, while those that 
remained in the south were known as \Wichitas. 
When the Union Pacific railroad was being 
built, the father of our subject organized saat 
was commissioned captain of a company of Paw- 
nee scouts, which aided the soldiers in keeping 
the hostile Indians from interfering with the 
progress of the road, and were engaged in a 
number of fights with the Chevennes, Arapa- 
hoes and Sioux. In one of these engagements 
Mr. Murie was seriously wounded in the head, 
which has since incapacitated him, and he is 
now at the Soldiers’ Home at Grand Island, Neb. 

Our subject began his education at an Indian 
school in Genoa, Neb., taught by a Pawnee 
woman, and about 1875 came to the Pawnee 
agency in this territory, where the government 
soon afterward built a dena Miss Mary Anna 
Burgess and Miss Julia Nichols being among its 
first teachers, the former now at Carlisle. Mr. 
Murie was finally taken from this school to 
become interpreter for the agency physician, 
being allowed to attend schoolwhennot busy. In 
the fall of 1877 the agency school was compieted 
and he pursued his studies there for-a short 
time, but was later sent to the boarding school. 
In the summer of 1878 the Indians became dis- 
satisfied; 2,200 having come to this territocy and 
about half the number having died during their 
residence here, they determined to return. to 
Nebraska, but the government urged them to 
stay, giving them money and rations. Colonel 
Meacham was sent as paymaster and with him a 
lady physician, Dr. Cora Bland, who urged the 
Indians to educate their children. Mr. Murie 
acted as her interpreter, and through her in- 
fluence eastern people became interested in him 
and money was raised to send him to the Normal 
and Agricultural Institute at Hampton, Va., 
where he was a student for four vears, and after 
teaching school for two vears he received a 
diploma from that college in 1885. On the 20th 
of October, 1879, he became a member of a 
volunteer battalion of cadets at Hampton; was 
made corporal of Company D, March 31, 1889; 
sergeant of the same company, November 1, 
1880; sergeant-major, October 3, 1881; and first 
lieutenant and adjutant, June 16, 1882, holding 
the last named position during the remainder of 


his stay at school. The company was com- 
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manded by George Le Roy Brown, first licu- 
tenant in the United States Infantry. 

In June, 1883, Mr. \lurie returned to Pawnee, 
Okda., where he was employed as clerk in the 
agency store of Mr. Bishop for a time, and was 
then offered the position of teacher in the Indian 
school at this place. Though the wages were 
smaller than he was receiving as clerk, he 
accepted the position, feeling very grateful tor 
his own education and wishing to aid his people 
as much as possible. He entered upon his duties 


in the fall of 1883, and teaching one year, re- 
signed and entered the Haskell Institute, then 
being started through the influence of Dr. Mar- 


vin, He persuaded twenty-one boys to accom- 
pany him, but on their arrival they found that 
the school was not yet in running order and at 
once set to work to clear the place of rocks and 
other debris. Our subject was made disciplin- 
arian and drill master. He also had charge of 
the dining room and was made commissary 
clerk, working for ‘nothing the first three 
months. He cut the hair and ¢g gave clothes to the 
boys who entered school wearing blankets, and 
took a very active part in getting things in 
shape. Later he was made a teacher and organ- 
ized the boys into a military company. He 
started the drill and established the court-mar- 
tial, which are still kept up at that institution. 
Being commended to the government as a 
teacher by Dr. Marvin, he was finally hired, but 
was only given fifteen dollars per month for all 
his work. In 1886 he resigned and went to 
Washington to make arrangements for attend- 
ing the Alexandria Theological Seminary. In 
1883 the cattle men had bribed some three 
or four of the Indian leaders to get the 
Pawnees to lease their lands to them for one 
cent per acre,-but Mr. Murie frustrated their 
plans, and secured for them nearly three cents 
an acre. Accusing the guilty parties of bood- 
ling, he came very nearly being assassinated by 
one of them. In 1886 the commissioner of 
Indian affairs appointed him teacher in the Paw- 
nee school, but he was prevented from securing 
the position by enemies among his own peopie. 

Having nothing else to do he then engaged in 
freighting, and on the wavy to Red Rock met 
Governor Robinson, who told him he had lots 
of friends in Lawrence, and appointed him to a 
position there, telling him he would have to 
work his way upw ard. again. Fle went to work 
in the kitchen, but on Saturday night was 
elected president of the literary society, and at 
Sunday school was given a class of forty-five 
girls to teach. On Monday he accepted a posi- 
tion as clerk in the store at the ageney, where 
he remained for two vears. He next broke and 
fenced a tract of land on the Arkansas river, 
Where he was engaged in general farming aid 
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stock raising until 1889, when appointed indus- 
trial teacher and farmer at the Indian school, 
which position he resigned in 1892. When the 
commissioners came west to purchase land from 
the Indians, they failed to come to any agree- 
ment until Mr. Murie had talked with his people 
The commissioners mentioned him especially in 
their report. In 1891 he became lieutenant of 
police at the agency and served as such two 
years, when he was made interpreter. Later he 
engaged in the butchering business for J. H. 
Sherburne & Co., two vears, and in 1897 entered 
the Arkansas Valley Bank as interpreter, but 
resigned the following year to become assistant 
bookkeeper and interpreter for the First 
National Bank, which position he has since so 
creditably and acceptably filled. 

Mr. Murie married Miss Mary, daughter of 
Joseph Esau, who was an extensive stock 
dealer and belonged to an old and prominent 
Pawnee family. Mrs. Murie was born in Ne- 
braska and educated at the Pawnee school. She 
is the mother of four children: Wallace, Caro- 
line, Nora and Peter. 

Fraternally Mr. Murie is a member of the 
Masonic Lodge No. 17, of Pawnee, and the 
Knights of Py thias: and religiously is an Episco- 
palian. In his political affiliations he is a Repub- 
lican. He has done much to advance the 
interests of his people, and takes a great interest 
in perpetuating the traditions and folk lore of 
the Pawnees, being connected in this work with 
Miss Alice C. Fletcher, he interpreting them to 
her through interviews with old members of ways 
tribe. 


ISS ALICE V. BEITMEN. Throughout 
the length and breadth of Oklahoma 
county there is no lady better known and 

none more popular than the efficient county 
superintendent of schools, Miss Beitmen. Iden- 
tified with the history of Oklahoma since its 
opening, she has been an important factor in the 
promotion of its educational progress. She was 
one of the first teachers in the Oklahoma City 
public schools and secretary of the first County 
Teachers’ Association in this county, of which 
she has since been an active member and at one 
time served as president. Three other associa- 
tions for teachers 1n various parts of the county 
number her as a member. She is warmly inter- 
ested in the Territorial Teachers’ Association, 
belongs to the National Association of Child 
Study and the National Education Association, 
attending the convention of the latter 
ington, D. C., in 1897. The teachers’ institute 
and the institute for colored teachers have re- 
ceived the impetus of her encouragement. In 
the organization of the Territorial .\ssociation 
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of County Superintendents in 1897, she was 
deeply interested, and was elected its first secre- 
tary, which office she has since filled. 

The prominence which Miss Beitmen has at- 
tained, through her efficiency in educational 
work, renders a sketch of her life peculiarly in- 
teresting. Remotely of German extraction, her 
father, David N. Beitmen, was a native of Penn- 
sylvania, and grew to manhood near Piqua, 
Miami county, Ohio, where he engaged in bail: 
ing. He was an early settler and a prominent 
architect of Pontiac, lll., where he had the con- 
tract for the state reformatory buildings and 
many other substantial blocks and private resi- 
dences. He died at fifty-seven years of age. His 
wife, Frances, was a daughter of Jacob Ullery, 
who went from Ohio to Pontiac, Ill, and atter- 
wards settled at Pleasanton, Kans., where he 
died. His brother, Henry Ullery, was a noted 
preacher in Ohio, and another was a United 
States marshal in Cincinnati. Mrs. Frances 
Beitmen is now living in Perry, Okla. Of her 
children, Belle lives in Pontiac, Il!l.; Charles is 
a student in the College of Phy sicians and Sur- 
geons in St. Louis; Willi iam is a farmer near 
Britton, Okla., and Thomas, who graduated 
from the normal school at Valparaiso, ind., is 
farming near, Perry, Okla. 

In her native town of Pontiac, Miss Beitmen 
received a high-school education, subsequently 
attending the Cook County Normal School at 
Chicago, Ill, and gaining a thorough prepara- 
tion for her chosen life-work, She began her 
career as a teacher in Livingston county, IIL, 
where she taught a country school for four years, 
afterward becoming principal of the Dana 
schools. The latter position she resigned in 
order to accept that of first assistant in the high 
school at Odell, Ill. In 1888, on account of her 
mother’s failing health, she accompanied her 
to Eldorado Springs, Mo. While at the Springs 
Miss Beitmen was appointed assistant principal 
of the schools there. At the opening of Okla- 
homa, in 1889, she a a her brother, Charles, 
at Britton, and filed a claim on a quarter-section 
adjoining his claim, while another brother, Wil- 
liam, took an adjoining quarter on section 10. 
All of these claims were proved up in due time. 

Shortly after coming to Oklahoma City, Miss 
scitmen opened a select school for young ladies. 
Her success in the enterprise was of such a 
character that attention was drawn to her as a 
superior educator, so that when the public 
schools of Oklahoma were first established she 
was asked to become one of the staff of teachers. 
In 1891 she became principal of the third ward 
school. At the opening of the Emerson school, 
she was made its principal. In 18094 she re- 
ceived, unsolicited, the nomination for county 
superintednent of schools on the Populist ticket. 
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The election returns gave her a majority, but 
the official count defeated her election by thirty 
votes. Though urged to contest the election, 
she declined to do so. In 1896, while attending 
the Cook County Normal School, at Chicago, 
she was again nominated by the Populists, with 
the endorsement of the Democrats. She ac- 
cepted the nomination, immediately resigning as 
principal of the Emerson school, and entered 
actively upon campaign work. In the election 
she Jed the ticket, and was elected by a majority 
of four hundred and seventy-seven votes. In 
1898 she was re-elected by a majority of about 
five hundred votes, and is still acceptably filling 
the office. Under her capable and energetic 
management, many improvements have been 
made in the country schools. 

For four years Miss Beitmen was president 
of the Territorial Reading Circle Board, in which 

capacity she urged the organization of teachers’ 

reading circles throughout Oklahoma. A course 
of study for institute work was also adopted, 
covering a period of three years, at the end of 
which time diplomas were to be given. A school 
library has been established in every school dis- 
trict of the county. A teachers’ special library 
has been started, with Miss Beitmen as custo- 
dian. .The funds for this library were raised by 
entertainments. District schools have beert 
graded and diplomas given on graduation, forty- 
five having graduated from these schools since 
she became superintendent. Every department 
connected with the schools has been advanced. 
Work has been systematized, teachers have been 
encouraged to better qualify themselves for their 
responsible calling, and the welfare of pupils 
has been carefully considered. 

Besides her connection with educational ac- 
tivities, Miss Beitmen has other movements at 
heart. She is a Tate member of the Library 
Association of Oklahoma City and is a firm be- 
liever in the vate of free reading-rooms. At 
one time she was an officer in the Order of Re- 
bekahs, of which she is a charter member. She 
is also identified with the WWoman’s Relief Corps. 
Connected with the Methodist E piscopal Church 
and the Epworth League, she is a worker in 
each. All in all, her interests are varied and im- 
portant, and her reputation is that of a success- 
ful educator, a progressive worker and a con- 
tributor to movements whose importance ts 
beyond question. 


thoroughly enterprising citizen of Okla- 
homa is of sterling German stock, and pos- 
sesses the numerous admirable qualities of that 
race. Lis father, Nicholas Kelsch, was a native 
of Germany, and when he was seventeen years 


dl OHN A. KELSCH. This well-known anid 


old emigrated to the United States. Settling 
near Millhausen, Ind., he engaged in farming 
there for some years. His aged father died ai 
Lawrenceburg, about sixty miles distant. Later 
the younger man became one of the early settlers 
sf Peoria, Ill., where he was employed in a distil- 
lery fora period. Subsequently he purchased a 
quarter-section farm, situated sixteen miles west 
of Peoria, and there continued to cuitivate the 
place until 1882. He then removed to Reno 
county, Kan., where he bought and improved a 
homestead, and is yet living. “He is hale and well, 
though he has attained the advanced age of 
eighty- -six years. His brother, Michael Kelsch, 
of [Effingham county, Il, died when in his 
ninety-seventh year. By his first marriage. 
Nicholas Kelsch had five children, all but ons 
of whom survive. Adam, who served in an Hli- 
nois regiment during the Civil war, is still a resi- 
dent of. the prairie state. Eleven children were 
born to Nicholas and he Kelsch (the sec- 
ond wife), and nine of the number are yet living. 
The mother is in her seventy-seventh year. 

The birth of John Adam Welsch took place in 
Peoria, Ill., December 28, 1856, and until he 
was fifteen years of age he lived upon a farm. 
He then went to Peoria, where he worked for an 
elder brother six years, in the meantime thor- 
oughly mastering the details of the brick-manu- 
facturing business. In the spring of 1881 he 
located in Wichita, Kan., where he engaged in 
the same line of business in partnership with his 
brother Benjamin. ‘They were very successiul, 
and for ten vears manufactured four million 
bricks annually. They then ‘dissolved their 
partnership, the brother going to El Reno, 
where he embarked in the same line of business 
on his.own account, while our subject went to 
Wichita Falls, Tex., and entered into the employ 
of Miles O’Riley, with whom he remained until 
January 12, 1894, when he located in Oklahonta 
City. He had previously come to this locality 
the day the territory was opened to white set- 
tlers, but did not find property which he consid- 
ered desirable, and therefore went to Texas. 
Since the beginning of 1894 he has conducted 
a brick yard here, leasing the same for the firs: 
three years, and then purchasing eleven acres ot 
fine brick clay lands.” The plant is known as 
Kelsch’s West End brick yards, and is well 
equipped with up-draft kilns, a forty-horse 
power steam engine and other modern machin- 
ery. The capacity of the plant is twenty-five 
thousand bricks every ten hours, and a fine trade 
has been built up by the energetic proprietor. 
In 1899 he embarked in another enterprise, the 
Southwestern Marble & Granite Works. at No. 
226 Reno avenue, but sold his interest a year 
later. ; 

In Peoria, TIL, October 19, 1880, Mr. Kelsch 
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married T’rances, daughter of John Linnemann, 
a native of that city, in which place her father 
Was engaged in the dairy business. The only 
child born to our subject ‘and wife is Edna, who 
was graduated from the city high school here 
in 1899, and from the local business college in 
1900. 

Mr. Kelsch built a modern, attractive residence 
on West Reno avenue in 1897, and has. sur- 
rounded his family with many of the luxuries, 
as well as the necessities of life. He is a meni- 
ber of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, 
the Woodmen of the World, the Sons of Her- 
man, and St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church. 
Politically he is identified with the Democratic 
party. 


aa J. McGLINCHEY, who has had a most 
interesting business career, located in 
Oklahoma City at the opening and is now 
a leading dry-goods merchant of that place. He 
was born at Calais, Me., October 7, 1855, and 
is a. son of John and Mary McGlinchey. His 
erandfather was a dry-goods merchant of St. 
John, New Brunswick, and his father, who 
was born in that city, followed the same line of 
business, removing to the state of Maine, where 
he died. His wife, Mary, also died in Maine. 
They were the parents of five sons and one 
daughter. All of the sons engaged in the dry- 
goods business, an Occupation in which the fam- 
ily engaged for some generations back. 

F. rT. McGl inchey, the fourth youngest of the 
children born to his parents, was eleven vears 
of age when he went on a coasting trip in the 
West India trade, and he continued in the coast- 
ing trade until he was nineteen years old, attend- 
ing_school whenever possible in the meantime. 
He also clerked some and at the time he left 
the sea was serving as second officer of a three- 
mast schooner. In 1876 he came west to Chi- 
cago, Ill., where he was emploved by Marshail 
Field & Co. as clerk for one year, and he then 
went to the Black Hills. For a time he pros- 
pected in mining and later worked in the news- 
paper office of Charles Collins, who was his 
benefactor for some vears. He served as the first 
postmaster of Sturgis City, and later was editor 
of the Bismarck Cha ampion. 

Mr. Collins owned the town site of Brule City, 
opposite the White river, and our subject went 
there “with him”™to’ build a«railroad; but they 
ceased operations, as it was not proving the 
success they had predicted. While there they 
organized Brule county, S. D., and our subject 
served as clerk of the court. He located in Kan- 
sas City in 1880, and as traveling salesman for 

sullene,-Moore & Fmery, traveled in Missouri 
for some years, Subsequently he became iden- 
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tified with the W. B. Grimes 
the meantime engaged in a 
estate business. 

On the Saturday before Oklahoma was opened 
to settlement Mr. McGlinchey decided to make 
therruni’"On"' they 22nd of April’ he~arrived in 
Guthrie on the third train and immediately lo- 
cated a lot. Edibles and drink were luxuries, 
and all suffered more or less from panes of hun- 
ger. Water at first sold at ten cents per cup, 
but was later reduced to five cents, and lemonade 
was also dispensed to the thirsty at a propor- 
tionate price, the quality of which may readily 
be imagined from the reputed ratio of one lemon 
to a barrel of water. Whe wind storm that oc- 
curred the next day discouraged Mr. Me- 
Glinchey, who gave up his lot and departed for 
Oklahoma City. After his arrival here he sent 
for a car load of groceries, which arrived just 
as all other provisions were exhausted. They 
were piled on the grass in Main street, and in 
two hours they were sold, and orders taken for 
three more car loads. 

With Mr. Dowden, under the firm name of 
the Dowden-McGlinchey Mercantile Company, 
he built a frame building 25xt4o feet, and en- 
gaged in the wholesale grocery business. Six 
months later they incorporated under the laws 
of Missouri, with Mr. Dowden as president and 
our subject as secretary and treasurer, it being 
the first incorporated company to operate in the 
territory. Their trade extended all over Okla- 
homa, coming from as far east as Indian Terri- 
tory, west as far as it was settled and south 
from the Texas line, the wagons being lined up 
similar to those at the markets in large cities. 
Fighteen months later our subject sold out to 
Mr. Williamson, the firm becoming Dowden & 
Williamson, and is now Williamson, Halsell & 
Frazer, the largest wholesale grocery establish- 
ment in Oklahoma. Mr. McG linchey then em- 
barked in the dry-goods business, and has since 
continued with marked success. He recalls many 
of the exciting incidents which happened just 
subsequent to the opening, one of which regards 
the irregularity of Grand avenue. The St. Louis 
& San Francisco railroad stationed men to pro- 
tect their desired right of way, but their plans 
met with decided opposition, and both sides 
secured civil engineers and had the land. sur- 
veyed. A meeting was called by the ‘citizens 
after many threats had been made, and it came 
to a question of fight or compromise. The latter 
course was decided upon, and A. C. Scott ap- 
pointed the two engineers and one other to 
report the matter to a temporary mayor and 
council who were chosen for a week. Matters 
were adjusted satisfactorily, but the irregularity 
in Grand avenue is a permanent reminder of the 
dispute. Our subject built the MeGlinchey 


Company, and in 
successful real- 
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building, two stories high and 25x140 feet, one 
of the modern and best equipped buildings in 
the city. In it is located his store, and also the 
office of the Bradstreet Mercantile Agency, the 
only office of that firm between Kansas City and 
Texas. He also owns other valuable property 
here. 

Mr. McGlinchey was united in marriage with 
Jessie Klein, who was born at Harrisburg, Pa., 
and is a sister-in-law of Captain Delancey, who 
was the first receiver of the land office in Okla- 
homa. They have one child, Mary. He was one 
of the five organizers of the Commercial Club, 
and served as its first vice-president and is still 
an active member. He is one 
Pee of the city and takes an earnest interest 

all public improvements. In politics he 1s 
‘dependent, 


SCAR G. LEE, a prominent real estate 
(3) owner cf Oklahoma City, now has under 

process of construction Hotel Lee, on the 
corner of Broadway and Main streets, which, 
when completed, will surpass any other hotel in 
Oklahoma, both in point of size and in all its 
appointments. He was extensively engaged in 
buying and selling real estate at Shawnee for a 
number of years and held a high rank among the 
citizens of that place, erecting many fine busi- 
ness blocks and residences there, and contrib- 
uting very largely toward its upbuilding. 

Mr. Lee was born in Ottumwa, Iowa, Decem- 
ber 4, 1863, and is a son of J. M. and Marie 
(Essex) Lee. His paternal grandfather came 
from Virginia, and was a brother of Green Lee 
of Indiana. He himself was an early settler of 
Indiana, where he was a farmer and stockman, 
but later established his home in Mahaska coun- 
y, Iowa, and continued farming and stock rais- 
ing. In time he became the largest stock-dealer 
in his section, driving his stock to the Mississippi 
river, where they were shipped. He died at the 
age of fifty years. J. M. Lee was born in Bar- 
tholomew county, Ind., and became a farmer 
and stock dealer of Ottumwa, Lowa. irom which 
point he shipped extensively. In 1889 he settled 
in Kingfisher county, Okla., and embarked 3 
farm pursuits, also at one time = served as 
county treasurer of Kingfisher county. At this 
writing he makes his home in Indianapolis, Ind. 
His wife was born near Columbus, Ind., her 
father a Pennsylvanian by birth, having been an 

early settler of Tndiana. if M. Lee and wife were 
the parents of seven children, namely: O. G.: 
George, who lives in Trenton, Mo.; Harley, of 
Kingfisher, Okla.;) Burnum, who is. in the em- 
ploy of this oldest brother in Oklahoma City; 
Harker, of Kingfisher; Mrs. Melda Ie. Majors, 


e of the enterprising 


.dences. 
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of Ottumwa, Iowa; and Mrs. Nellie Bracken, 
of Kingfisher. 

When a boy Oscar G. Lee attended the public 
schools at Ottumwa, Iowa. From the age of 
fourteen to twenty years he assisted his father in 
buving and shipping cattle. Settling at Cold- 
water, Comanche county, Kans., in 1884, he 
purchased government land which he improved, 
but one vear later sold out and removed to Col- 

orado. He and a few friends started Boston 
ee Baca) county, and laid out a Government 
town site sixty miles south of the Santa Fe Ikai!- 
road, building up the town to fifteen hundred 
inhabitants. At first success crowned his efforts, 
but after a-time a drouth ruined his business and 
he lost his all. 

At the opening of Oklahoma, Mr. Lee came 
here to begin anew. April 22, 1880, he entered 
the territory, but found everything taken. Ile 
came to Oklahoma City April 23, purchased a 
lot for $2, and two days later sold it for S65. 
He then purchased another lot for $200, which 
he subsequently sold for $1,200, and from that 
time on he has engaged in buying, improving, 
ae and selling property. In 1894-95, when 

the Choctaw Railroad was being built. he weni 
to Shawnee and bought the first lots that were 
sold on Main street. Soon he became the lare- 
est lot owner in the town, buying and selling 
many lots and building and selling many resi- 
He identified himself with all improve- 
ments and did much toward local development. 
He took the lead in securing the Choctaw, 
Oklahoma & Gulf railroad shops for the town, 
built and owned the Shawnee National Bank 
building, the three-story Oakland Hotel, and ten 
store buildings. 

Having sold out the greater portion of Ins 
interests in Shawnee, in March, 1899, Mr. Lee 
returned to Oklahoma City and engaged in the 
real-estate business. In June, 1899, he drew up 
plans for the Hotel Lee, which were periected 
in minor details by Wim. Gall, the architect. In 
August the foundation was built on the lots 
which he had purchased in 1892, and on which 
small stores were standing. The building fronts 
one hundred and forty feet on Broadway and one 
hundred and ten feet on Main, is six stories high, 
including basement, and is constructed of pressed 
brick. It is arranged for seven stores, with one 
hundred rooms for hotel purposes, thirty of 
which have bath room connections. The im- 
provements are modern throughout, making the 
hotel by far the finest in Oklahoma and the equa! 
of any in the Southwest. It is equipped with an 
elevator, steam heat, Ite@ht from its own electrical 
plant, and a laundry. Mr. Lee owns much val- 
uable property here and does considerable build- 
ing for the purpose of selling. He is a man of 
strong personal characteristics, and is held in 








2h 
as ‘ d 
- Fate o8 > - 
; os . rm Coie 
‘ » 4! #1) fo} 1e 
; +4 
af ‘i " % 
j 
i t} ‘i i i! c ( 4 
] ‘ H wi 
! we eiel 
{ if i? jit 
f ' I u 
j ay 
th 
{ J 
1 ‘ 
oO \ 
o } 
i ) ' 
' 
' ‘ { 
' 2 
ccrrg : 
t 4 r 
at } } 
l i vit totty j 
¢ 
\{ 
1 1 
os bat oa ; f ti A { fi) if 
+S j r 
WHT j 
‘ r [; 1) " dP i; 
' 
f ole 4 fol 
, : 
: 1 ry beh 
- ' ? 
} t? , Je, ry ty vtt 
ad { i 
7 eet as | 
Taf th 1 Wm © > tik ‘ 
fie 1 t 
i Tees tt 
j €} ofr f j9 
bas : ) ony 
= i bE ¥ t# 
Me" s 
i J } yf i 
ls 16} fanm bib bre atom 
= 5 oe | 
! i 
rie 
t | ! yy i 
play 
j at r 
j 
l I ( eitti 
! rele ) j ot 
6) aT 
i te { reid 
(ora tadw 29.1 Dion iB 
17 r j f af ee SL meses 7 
{ 
' ii] ) 
‘ x 
' if I *. 
( an On?) ix? ric ety } ) Dts 
fs, t .f if 
ai pel I uch, 19 toot NOD al PTET 
2 : f Noda ) i lasts drrogitoar cl slay i 
: i 1 
7 . s . > , 
he it r 4 _ae 
7 te cook NOVI Wor No pert BTiS. @ | ADI 
1 t ¥ rest * ae. 
th sed) .avccepmeey lofted woh eiieot harp 
tat y stl yioittuy 
aifrt ytt wiNOW HIGOY i, | aygrl sioul 
peer fe HW mshent ots 2 oie 
; a hie + } { 
| { erent vt i GQ ba 
tyenigey - fh 4 et wits 10 
tL adie { i . 
bes} Mia’ « Pr | 
| slip ites 2DP Fi) sit) Lj ‘ of St) 
[ 
4th pets ered 
oy BTTEeTe art At id EL. episs » AD LG 
f 
st? pacing adie) ay fy i a VPpor peta to dea 
ct j rie enter % » + y 
der ones at SP itlos. 4) Geodig wh tpham 
A . ' ; < ° ey 
t q a + Syl we (fu tt 2 4 
mt lilos H hau ba bie rt j } 
! ial wae : 
; . aS 
, -. 
i He 
, ; ~ 
he ‘ 
a) go , eles J 
eet aoe 7) 1 
Pa — i er , 


HT/ HOUT at 
ag 








vi 


Ls 








































TWRTIOT 
a! , a ag roe 
ene boa ms is hs. 0 Inist aainote: 
itttyhaandl fey ¢} iret en a rina iy 
owlt oats Btu 0% ‘he P if botnet a finl eat (oo 
onl) youl PrRetalitiieors | f roarthhostl ‘ots! Yo 3 


hie 2 
¢ 


“ 


nk 2)" eee aln rae amit Yeni le snifto gh 
Pocierrey eter Forts were oes otk 
it 131 
, tenmerateh | ees ito. at 
rier fg cod anv odve nioll slash 
sebyy wisth: iieten.) to sl-ttie’t jain bo ee 
, if ry 4 res ee | yer sift Pay ‘ 
1. Rr rover vol rt 
annua) | epexinsaw 2 
; ings bent. adh en 
iit ) i W L sastnise 
te iy 1s welel bag wie anit io nee 
rt jl fr} sertege widug iy th 
Dee ti 
ide 1 toon TW... AAD), 





sd ynatt ott ioe allio 1uWwO 


; + 4% } : . r aa 








9,0 lea iAMFOD 20 @BS WIT é 
ul Hibw .ptaette art } avheortl: te ‘T2NTO: : 
ry I fin rin aancrive Uiw ,botolgmos Raw 

© fle ak Gane os reno at? titod amrontsh al 
ut hea 19 449 StL .eifi minioggE 
Of 9 As 26 itp bis giv 
ye } 1 My ry. ik > oda 
iret On nd jo. enantio 
lpi § Yow i Sasa ae joold se 
enibdiile ali biswot ylogusl yrov Bae 
r5oC! eG) fare? i thd ase 9% I lh 
iclh fee HE fF Te tro at has 
ins reviasthirg gq aH 
J nesatd te. polis we These 
Lea Lea iis oid 
nesidonae | t sinner orl aaodur met 
actin fassplis t zisi borlelidaies xan | ina 
-vigt sa Tie tering) be HIHOD hen. oe 
toi me Asodadaowinl odt.omsved od ommipal | 
aL if aif Rotvte ania (folseR Rit 
1a i isle orgy yault 2tothet gray 
4 mre j | A127, vi iA To 99 
+9O10WEl ae DO Lrg ,dpl. ysae2 voohogy 


ior 





on cevol uri) 19 wisshlsota tae 
dota ui .visvieootxs beqgida ot istioe 
ea litiie #) corlaitganeal, , Ca 

Sirs} = ati % oFls cel ewe, “n%e) 
sinwos toileautA io. ya7TNeRo Td in 103 
: j.ormcrt 2tul 2040 fit vo gui iy 


bishhteae 
o berate bos ..ebt 
ag limupe 
nonld DA 


i ; rt , 
east) EER bia a | 


49h tht aun) tom he: at, stiw 
‘ig teased sree eel ., tail gingvigeunad, & york 
ee pat Wye end If 1s prelate id soltiga win 
vod Ab shinee ae: ea bel likn it'y-92 jo. tinged 4 
a > ne ve elf anviuanit ob epvil adv, aye 
sr el) ik dk oni. tnouneel > 1 racdatige 
) shengyite LK) ie raslionel faoblo, ait io 
any ae aifolt .avlh culathy ane } 
i 


the highest esteem by the citizens of Oklahoma 
City. 

At North Haven, Conn., Mr. Lee was united 
in marriage with Miss Adelaide M. Murray, who 
was born in New York City and is a daughter 
of the late Dr. Murray of that city. She received 
a superior education in eastern schools. In ad- 
dition to possessing literary ability, she is an 
accomplished musician and a fine vocalist. She 
is an active member of the [Episcopal Church. 
Our subject is a strong Republican, and was the 
first county clerk of Pottaw atomie county, being 
appointed by Governor Steele. He held that 
office ten months, and then resigned to go to 
Oklahoma City, where a weck later he was ap- 
pointed chief of police. In 1893 he represented 
Oklahoma as a member of the Secret Service 
Force of Four Hundred for duty at the World's 
Columbian Exposition. Resigning as chief of 
police to accept that position, he went to Chicago 
and served in an efficient manner until Septem- 
ber, 1893, receiving a high recommendation 
from Chief Bonfield. He resigned to return to 
Oklahoma at the opening of the Cherokee strip, 
remained there a few days only and then came 
back to Oklahoma City. Fraternally he is a 
member of the Knights of Pythias. 


OHN WILLIAM OFFIELD, who was 
formerly engaged in the wholesale ineat 
business in Oklahoma City, disposed of his 

large,interests here in 1900, and January I, 1901, 
returned to his farm, fifteen miles northwest of 
the city, where he now gives his attention to 
farming and the stock business. 

Mr. Offield was born in Livingston county, 
Mo., June 12, 1860, and is a son of Jesse and 
Jane (Gann) Offield, and grandson of Lewis 
Offield, who was born in Virginia, but spent 
- most of his life in Illinois. Jesse Offield was 
born in Virginia, and located in Illinois with his 
father, taking up the trade of a blacksmith. Sub- 
sequently he settled “in Missouri, and followed 
his trade there until his death, in 1860. His wite 
was born Tennessee; her father, Abraham 
oe who was a farmer in that state for some 

ears, removed from there to Mlissour, and 
finally settled in Kansas, dying near Louisville, 
in that state. Mrs. Offield is now living in the 
Indian Territory. Of her five children, four are 
living, one of them, Thomas, residing in Okla- 
homa City. 

John William Offield lived in Missouri until 
he was sixteen vears of age, meantime working 
upon the home farm and attending public school. 
In 1876 he settled near Louisville, Pottawatomie 
county, Kans., where he worked upon a farm 
one year. The following winter he spent in Mis- 
sourt, and in 1877 went to Collin county, Tex., 


‘then farmed in Wise county, that state, 
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where he engaged in farming one year. He 
until 
1879, when he went to western Texas and em- 
barked in the cattle business on a ranch sixicen 
miles north of Seymour.- In 1886, at Mobeta, 
Tex., he was struck by lightning while mding 
on the plains. Uis horse was killed and feil 
upon him, rendering him unconscious for a pe- 
riod of ten days. He was found lying face up- 
wards, and his man rode to the goverment post 
for assistance. He was thought to be dead, and 
a coroner's Jury summoned. This is a distinction 
which, happily, has been experienced by but 
few men, and it received wide newspaper notice 
throughout the country. lortunately, he was 
discovered to be alive before too late, and was 
taken to Fort Elliott (now Mobeta), Tex., and 
placed inthe hospital. He regained conscious- 
ness in ten days, and by careful nursing was fully 
recovered within two years, a deep scar on the 
head being the only evidence left of his terrible 
misfortune. He was wearing a new, heavy, tan- 
colored felt hat, which was riddled as 1 torn 
by a shell, and this he still has in his possession 

Being advised by his physicians not to ride 
horseback, Mr. Offield abandoned the cattle 
business and in 1887 started a livery at Henri- 
etta, Tex., which he conducted until he settled 
in Oklahoma. In May, 1880, he located a claim 
fifteen miles northwest of Oklahoma City, in the 
bottom land on Spring creek, in Spring Creek 
township, section 15, township 13, range 4. He 
improved his farm and again became interested 
in the stock business. By the purchase of an 
adjoining tract of fifty acres he became the pos- 
sessor of two hundred and ten acres altogether. 
Here he raises cattle and horses, and is exten- 
sively engaged in buying and selling, his ship- 
ments being made from points on the Santa Fe 
Choctaw, and Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific 
Railroads. He also owns a farm of one hun- 
dred and sixty acres at the head of Deep Fork, 
in Council Grove township. For a time he en- 
gaged in the wholesale butcher business in Okla- 
homa City, owning large slaughter-houses on 
the Canadian river, an ice house, a. packing- 
house and a Res cetor of large capacity. 

Mr. Offield was united in marriage with Iva 
Curry, at Henrietta, Tex., October 20, 1890. Sh 
was born in Shelby county, HL. and is a daughter 
of Thomas and granddaughter of Nathan Curr) 
The latter was a farmer in Tennessee, and mov 
to Shelby county, Il, where he died. ‘Tuemna- 
Curry was born in Tennessce and also engined 
in agricultural pursuits. In 1877 he moved trom 


Illinois to Rockwall county, Tex., and m ISSI 
settled in Henrietta, where he died in 1804. He 
married [liza Jane Wilson, who was born in 
Tennessee and whose father, Samucl Wilson 


was a pioneer of Shelby county, Ill. She now 
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resides near Henrietta, Clay county, Tex. Seven 
children were born to them, six of whom grew 
to maturity. Of these, three reside near Hen- 
rictta, Tex., and three are in Oklahoma, as fol- 


lows: George, in, Washita county; Mrs. Anne 
Lowe, in, Oklahona,, City; and Ars? ‘Ortreld, 
our children were born to Mur. ‘and’ Mis!’ OF 


field): «Marvin, Glenn, ‘Clarice, Paul Curry. .and 
Robert.:; Politically Mr. Offield is a-Democrat, 
but does not aspire to office. He is a member of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the 
Modern Woodmen of America. 


ANIEL B. ZIMMERMAN, who makes his 
home in Mustang township, Oklanoma 
county, is a native of Ohio. His parents, 

Christian and Anna (Zimmerman) Zimmerman, 
were born in Switzerland, and married in the 
Buckeye state. They resided upon a farin, and 
were prospered in their pioneer labors of clear- 
ing and improving the place until death sud- 
denly invaded their happy home circle. The 
father, while engaged-in cutting timber in the 
forest, was felled to th ground by a talline 
tree. His widow and Ee sons, Daniel B. and 
William H., managed to carry on the farm, and 
with true courage met the cares which fell to 
their share. 

When not yet eighteen years of age, our sub- 
~ ject enlisted in the Fifty-first Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, and served about sixteen months. He 
took part in many of the hard-fought hatties and 
campaigns of the last year of the Civil war, and 
though he had narrow escapes without num- 
ber, he was only once wounded. At the battle 
of Knoxville he was in the thickest of the strife 
for three days, and at last was wounded in the 
knee. After the surrender of General Lee, the 
whole division of the army to which our subject 
belonged was ordered to the frontiers of Texas, 
where an attack under Maximillian was ex- 
pected. Owing to the alertness of our govern- 
ment, this movement was prevented, and the 
troops were finally discharged. Mr. Zinamerman 
was honorably discharged at Victoria, Tex., and 
immediately returned to his Ohio home. In the 
meantime, however, he had sustained a severe 
sunstroke in the glaring summer heat of the 
Lone Star state, and for a period it seemed that 
his life must pay the penalty. 

Prior to his enlistment in defense of the Union 
Mr. Zimmerman had commenced learning the 
blacksmith’s trade, and until 1871 he followed 
that calling. He then remoyed to. Mitchell 
county, 
1894, when he came to Oklahoma. In March of 
that year he bought the farm where he now re- 
sides, on section Mustane township, Okla- 
goma county. long he had greatly in- 


ene 


Kans., and there earried on a farm until: 


T243 
creased its value by judicious expenditure of 
labor and capital. He raises fine crops of wheat 
each season, and also meets with success as a 
producer of cotton and alfalfa. He pays special 
attention to the raising of Hereford cattle, and 
always owns some fine live stock. 

In 1868 Mr. Zimmerman married Miss Sa- 
lome Buhlman, of Ohio birth, though her par- 
ents were natives of Switzerland. T°our children 
were born to this worthy couple. Two died in 
infancy, and the others, Mrs. Hattie Withem, 
and Thomas E., are residents of Mitchell county, 
Kans., the latter carrying on his father’s old 
homestead. Mrs, Salome Zimmerman died in 
Kansas during the first year of the aaa 
residence there, and in 1872 our subject married 
Mrs. Anna Elizabeth Zimmerman, whose first 
husband possibly was a distant relative oi his. 
She is of Swiss extraction, and was born in the 
Buckeye state. By her first marriage she had 
one son, William Otto Zimmerman. Twin 
daughters were born to our subject and wite. 
namely: Alice, who is the wife of Benton Tay- 
lor, a Missouri farmer; and Alma, who 1s th: 
wife of William Stemons, a blacksmith, in the 
same state. The.younger children are naimed., 
respectively : Freddielena, Christian J., Ferdi- 
nand°O., Daniel A., Emil H., Olive, Frank B., 
and Florence. The sons have been performing 
their share towards the development of the farm 
and are rising young agriculturists. In no sense 
of the word a politician, our subject is allicd to 
no party, and votes independently. The Lu- 
theran Church embodies the faith of the family. 


HOMAS L. BURNS, one of the most suc- 
cessful farmers of Deer Creek townslip, 
Oklahoma county, was born in Baltimore. 

Mdi; February’ 16, 1849. , His father, Alartin 
Burns, was born in Ireland, and is of Scotch- 
Irish descent: The mother was also a native of 
Ireland. Lhey came to America at an early dav 
and settled in Maryland, where they conducted 
a mercantile business in Baltimore. Their 
Thomas, was left an orphan when but an intant. 
and an elder brother, who had in the meantime 
removed to Kentucky, gave him a home anid 
brought him up. He was reared to agricultural 
pursuits, and received a fair education in the 
public schools. 

When the Civil war broke out Mr. Burns en- 
listed in the Confederate army, and served four 
years in the army of Virginia, winning a notable 
war record, and participating in many of the 
important ‘battles of the war... He expericneed 
most of the vicissitudes incident to a campaign 
and was three times wounded. After being taken 
prisoner he was exchanged on the sick and 
wounded list, and, upon recovering suftictently, 
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resumed his position in the regiment. He was 
mustered out after the surrender of Lee, and 
returned to his former home and occupation. 
After attaining a competence, as a reward for 
constant application and industry, he was unior- 
tunately the victim of the money crisis of 1873, 
and lost’much that had been acquired by years of 
toil. 

In 1873 Ar. Burns was united in marriage 
with Bell Hundley, daughter of Charies and 
Nannie (Keiser) Hundley , natives of Kentucky. 
After his marriage Mr. Burns continued farming 
in Fayette county, and in 1888 removed to No 
Man's Land, now Beaver county, Okla., where 
he continued his former occupation. After tlre 
opening of Oklahoma he came in May of 1889 
to Deer Creek township, Oklahoma county, and 
located on the southeast quarter of section 32 
township 14, range 4, where he has since indus- 
triously applied himself to farming and_ stock- 
raising. At one time since his residence here a 
cyclone almost dissipated his good opinion of 
the new country and swept away most ot the 
improvements on his farm. He was also visited 
by severe bereavement in the loss of his son in 
August of 1889, and his wife in November of 
the same year. Left thus alone, with seven chil- 
dren, Mr. Burns sent them, for a time, to Ken- 
tucky. He is still a widower. 

Mr. and Mrs. Burns were the parents of the 
following named children: Wilham F., who ts 
deceased; Charles L., now in Kentucky, a tele- 
graph operator at Richmond; Mary, now Mrs. 
John Schwoerke, who lives in Oklahoma City; 
Patrick, a soldier in the Philippines; Stella, who 
is keeping house for her father; Forest, Thomas 
and Robert, at home. Patrick, who is not vet 


twenty-one vears of age, volunteered in the 


Cuban army, and June 22, 1899, enlisted 1n the 
United States Infantry, and is now in the Philip- 
pines, on the gunboat “Florida.” He has been 
promoted five times, and is now a captain. 

Mr. Burns is greatly interested in the progress 


of his adopted locality, and may be depended | 


on to further every progressive movement. He 
believes in the best educational facilities pos- 
sible, and has held the position of director on 
the school board. While devoting his energies 
to general farming, he makes a specialty of the 
cultivation of wheat, in which he has been re- 
markably successtul. 


ILEON MoeMGRERY) M. Dy of-Okla= 
homa City, commands a large and lucra- 
tive practice in this city and the surround- 

ing country, making a specialty of surgery. He 
has always been a strident of his profession, feel- 
ing it necessary to study constantly in order to 
keep abreast of the rapid strides being made in 


medical science. His natural ability, together 
with his excellent training in some of the best 
medical schools our country affords, has made 
itself apparent in the many complicated cases 
which he has successfully treated. 

Dr. McMurtry was born in Fulton, Mo., Au- 
gust 11, 1853, and: is of Scotch descent.. His 
grandfather, Levi McMurtry, was born in Ken- 
tucky, and was an early settler near Fulton, Cal- 
laway county, Mo.,where he engaged in farming. 
Calvin Me\furtry, the doctor's father, was born 
in Kentucky, and for years was captain of a 
steamboat on the Mississippi river between St. 
Louis and New Orleans. In partnership with his 
brother William he owned a boat. Later he was 
a merchant at Fulton, Mo., then at Granby, New- 
ton county, Mo.. and finally at Mountain View, 
Ark., where he died. He was a member of the 
Masonic fraternitv. He married Joicy Davis, 
daughter of a Christian minister; she died at 
Fulton, Callaway county, Mo., when her son Mil- 
ton was six years old. They were the parents of 
two daughters and one son, but one of the daugh- 
ters died when a child. By a second marriage 
Mr. McMurtry had three daughters and two 
sons, of whom two daughters are deceased. 

Milton McMurtry was reared in Fulton, Mo., 
until 1861, when, war troubles being rife, they 
removed to Portland, and in 1866 went to 
Granby, Mo., where he attended the public 
schools. He taught school there one term, and~ 
in 1873 entered Westminster College at Fulton, 
where he remained one year. Next he entered 
upon the study of medicine, under the direction 
of Drs. Foster and Hughes at Mountain View, 
Ark and subsequently “entered Missour: \edi- 
cal Coll ege at St. Louis, from which he was grad- 
uated in cee For two vears he practiced at 
Mountain View. Ji 1879 he entered. Believue 
Hospital Medical College, New York City, from 
which he was gr aduated in 1880, with the degree 
of M.D. He then practiced one year at Little 
Rock, Ark., nearly a year at Brenham, Tex., one 
vear at San Luis Potosi, Mexico, and fifteen 
months at Denison, Tex. In 1885 he located at 
Ikrin Springs, Chickasaw Nation, twenty-five 
miles west of what is now Purcell, and practiced 
therevfor fivevears. 

April 22, 1889, he located a claim four and 
one-half miles northwest on Deep Fork, and re- 
sided there until he could prove up on the land. 
Meantime, in the fall of t800, he began to prac- 
tice at Purcell, acquiring an extensive patronage 
as far south as Berwyn and north to Lexington 
and Norman. Dy means of post-graduate work 
he has perfected Ins knowledge of the medical 
science and enhanced his professional skill. In 
Wot he attended the Polyclinic College in New 
York Citv: in 1894 studied in the Post-Graduate 
College, New York City; and in 1808 took spe- 
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cial graduate work in Washington, D. C., and at 
Baltimore, Md. In January, 1900, he came to 
Oklahoma City, where he has built up a vaiuable 
practice. He is especially skilled im surgery, 
making a specialty of that branch, and iis work 
has been attended by unqualified success. His 
office:is located at No. 120) Main street. 

In. Batesville, Ark., Dr. AlcMurtry married 
Nellie Byers, youngest daughter of Judge Wail- 
liam Byers, for many years a district judge at 
Batesville. They have one son, Milton S. While 
a resident of Purcell the doctor was surgeon for 
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, and the Gulf, 
Colorado & Santa J°e Railroads. He is a mem- 
ber of the American Medical Association, the 
Oklahoma Medical Association, the American 
Association for the Study and Cure of Inebriety. 
and formerly was connected with the Interna- 
tional Association of Railway Surgeons. Fra- 
ternally he is a member of the Ind ependent Or- 
der of Odd Fellows. He is a communicant of 
the Episcopal Church 


homa City, is one of the progressive busi- 

ness men of this enterprising place. As 
president and general manager of the Oklahoma 
Sash and Door Company, he is intimately associ- 
ated with one of the successful concerns of the 
city. Thiscompany was organized by himseli and 
W. S. Darling in September, t897, and 1s a close 
corporation, connected with the U. N. Roberts 
Company, of Davenport, Lowa, where the man- 
ufacturing is largely done. The business is ex- 
clusively wholesale, and shipments are made 
throughout this and Indian territories and Texas, 
it being the only organization of the kind in all 
this section of the country. In its buiiding, 
which is 62x300, and one and two stories in 
height, the company has a full equipment of sup- 
plies, so that they are able to fill all ordevs with- 
out delay. 

Mr. Van Winkle is a member of the old New 
York family of the name, originating in Holland. 
His father, Peter, was born in New York City, 
and, early orphaned, supported himseif from 
boyhood, following the blacksmith’s trade tor 
some time. In 1858 he moved to Benton county, 
Ark., and built a wagon shop, later put up a saw 
and grist mill on the White river, and, as a result 
of his energy and perseverance, became one ot 
the largest lumbermen in the entire south, own- 
ing forty thousand acres of pine land, besides 
four large saw-mills and sash and door factories. 
His lands lay principally in Benton, Carrell and 


H ON. LEE VAN WINKLE, mayor of Okla- 


Madison counties. The qualities which gave 
g 

himy prominence im business also made hima 

power in local affairs. [lis influence was ap- 


parentin many beneficial movements. Ele was a 


—— 


public-spirited citizen, anxious to conserve the 
best interests of his locality. A number of good 
roads he opened: and improved at his own ex- 
pense. As a. member of the board of county 
commissioners he favored every plan_ that 
seemed advantageous to the county. He served 
as postmaster, having the office in his store. 
During the Civil war he served in the commis- 
sary department, having charge of the building 
of barracks and the construction of winter quar- 
ters. Like so many others, the war caused the 
loss of his entire property, and he found himsclt. 
at its close, without means or business, but he 
started anew and soon laid the foundation oj his 
subsequent large success. In politics he was a 
Democrat, fraternally a Knight 2 Sm we Mason. 
and in religion a Baptist and a deacon in the 
church. He died in February, 1883. 

The wife of Peter Van Winkle was Temper- 
ance Miller, a native of Springdale, Ark., and 
now living in Lowell, that state. Her father, 
John Maller: who was of German descent, was a 
pioneer farmer and horticulturist of Springdale 
By her marriage to Mr. Van Winkle eleven 
children were born, all of whom attained matur- 
ity and eight are living. One son served in the 
Confederate army, where he was fatally wounde:l 
during battle. Lee Van Winkle was among the 
youngest of the family. He was born in Benton 
county, Ark., July 17, 1862, and was reared at 
Fayetteville, Washington county. His studies 
were conducted under a lady governess and later 
under a tutor. In 1883 he graduated from the 
State University of Arkansas, with the degree of 
A. B. Immediately afterward he entered the 
lumber business, operating a mill near Eureka 
Springs in Madison county. Later he carried on 
the Van Winkle mills. In 1884, selling his inter- 
ests to a brother, he went to Pittsburg, Nans.. 
and embarked in the retail lumber business, con- 
tinuing there until 1893, and meantime serving 
two terms as councilman. In the spring of 1893 
he came to Oklahoma City, where he took charge 
of the yards of the Arkansas Lumber Company. 
on the Choctaw Railroad. The company also 
had large yards in Choctaw City, Shawnee, [€arl- 
boro and Tecumsch, and he continued as man- 
ager until the business was closed out, 
which time he has been at the head of the Okla- 
homa Sash and Door Company. While in the 
retail lumber business he was president for two 
years of the Retail Lumber Dealers’ Associa- 
tion of Oklahoma and Indian Territory. Ile has 
been identified with the lumber business ior so 
many years that he is familiar with every depart- 


siice 


ment, and his long experience and acknow!l- 
edged ability make him a leader his line of 
business in the territory. 

In Lebanon, Mo. Mr. Van Winkle marred 


Marcella Faulkner, who was born in that town, 
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and by whom he has one child, Vere. Mrs. Van 
Winkle is a daughter of D. W. Faulkner, who 
built the Frisco Railroad, and who now resides 
in Bolivar, Mo. She is a member of the Chris- 
tian Church and an active worker in its -\id So- 
ciety and Ladies’ Guild. 

The Democratic party, in the spring of 1899, 
made Mr. Van Winkle their candidate for mayor 
of Oklahoma City. He was elected, leading 
his ticket, though with a small majority. Under 
his administration the sewer system has been 
extended, the paving of streets has been started, 
the water works system has been purchased by 
the city, the new city hall is now being built at a 
cost of $35,000, and other beneficial projects 
have been inaugurated. He was made a Mason 
at Pittsburg, Kans., and has taken all degrees of 
Masonry up to the thirty-second, at Oklahoma 
City, and is past potentate of India Temple, -An- 
cient Arabic Order of Nobles of the AIvstic 
Shrine. He was a charter member of the Knights 
of Pythias, U. R., at Pittsburg, of which he was 
captain for eight years aiter its organization. He 
is also a member of the Benevolent Protective 
Order of Elks, a charter member of the Com- 
mercial Club of Oklahoma City, and has been 
head officer of the Hoo Hoo’s in Oklahoma Ter- 
ritory. 


HORGE «DANIEL ALUNGER; M. D., 
whose record as captain in the Federal 
Army during the Civil war is unexceiled 

in point of brilliancy and ais now snes. an 
extensive practice in Oklahoma City, where he 
was the first established physician after the open- 
ing, 

Dr. Munger was born in Dundee, Monroe 
county, Mich May 22, 1841, and is a son of 
Elizar D. and Mary (Simonds) Munger. He 
comes of a Scotch family, his ancestors living at 
Munger Manor, Dundee, Scotland. His grand- 
father was Hon. Elizar Dudley AMlunger, who 
served in the state senate of Connecticut for a 
period of thirty-one years, residing at Nosfolk, 
Conn., where he was a large land-owner and one 
of the wealthiest men of his state. He served in 
the Revolutionary war and the war of 1812, and 
died about 1830. 

Elizar D. Munger, Jr., was born in Norfolk, 
Conn., and was a boy friend of and coliege stu- 
dent with ITenry Ward Beecher. He engaged 
in farming in Connecticut until 1835, and then 
settled at Dundee, Mich. where he was a pionecr 
fermer, clearing a farm of two hundred acres 
adjoining that city. ITe possessed a remarkable 
memory and had a wonderful knowledge of the 
affairs of the world, being well informed on all 
subjects. or many vears he served as justice 
of the peace. At the time of his death, in i884, 


he was almost eighty years of age. His wife was 
of English ancestry and a daughter of Major 
Asa Simonds, who was born at Middlebury, \t., 
and served in the Revolutionary war and the 
war of 1812. While in command of the Amer- 
ican forces at Plattsburg, N. Y., when they were 
driven into the river, Major Simonds jost his 
life. Mary Simonds was born in Middlebury, 
Vt. and died in Michigan. Seven chiidren 
blessed this union, as follows: Martin If, who 
served as surgeon during the Civil war, was a 
graduate doctor of medicine, and practiced in 
California, where he died; Samuel died at the 
age of seventeen vears; Edmund C., of Dundee, 
Mich., served in the Seventh Michigan Inlantry 
and lost an arm in the battle of the Wiiderness: 
Mrs.. Eliza C...Pierce: resides in: Dundee, Mich.; 
George Daniel was fifth in order of birth; John, 
now postmaster at Palmer Lake, Colo., first en- 
listed in the Seventh Michigan Infantry, later in 
the Eighteenth Michigan, serving under General 
Granger, and received a severe wound in the 
head at Decatur, Ala., where, having been ieft 
on the field for dead, he was taken captive by the 
Confederates, but was exchanged after eight 
months at Andersonville; Albert H. was a mere 
youth when he served in the Fifteenth Michi- 
gan Infantry, and is now a member of the large 
wholesale firm of Burnham, Munger & Co., oi 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Dr. G. D. Munger was reared on his father’s 
farm near Dundee, Mich., until he was fifteen 
years old, when he went to Lansing, Mich., and 
clerked in a drug store and attended secnool. 
Later he studied in Olivet College until the war. 
August 22, 1861, he enlisted as a private in the 
Seventh Michigan Infantry for three vears’ serv- 
ice. He was advanced to the rank of corporal, 
then became sergeznt of Company D, was made 
first lieutenant of Company D, March 2, 1864, 
and captain October 5, 1864. He was a brave 
and willing soldier, ever ready to do his ful! 
duty and more. He was one of those men of the 
Seventh Michigan who volunteered to cross the 
pontoen bridge at Fredericksburg, one cr the 
most heroic deeds of the war. They crossed 
under a constant fire from the sharpshooters, 
twenty men being killed in crossing, but when 
they reached the opposite side they drove the 
enemy from their position and captured many 
men, thus making it safe for the rest of the army 
to cross. Lieut. William Shafter, now Major- 
General Shafter, was first lieutenant of Company 

of the same regynent. Soon after Lieutenant 
Shafter was wounded at Antietam our subject 
took charge of the company, and continued at 
its head until it was disbanded. 

The following cngagements were among those 
in which Captain Munger participated: Tall’s 
Bluff, October 21, 1861; Yorktown, Va., from 
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April. 4.to May 4, 1862; West, Point, Va., May 
7.00862: . kair Oaks, Va. Nay iat and Jie a) 
1862; Peach Orchard, June 29, 1862; Savage 
Station, June 29, 1862; White Oak Swamp, Va., 
June 30, 1862; Glendale, Va., Jiine 30, 1862; 


Malvern dill, “Wa.,, July 1, 1862; Bull Run. Va., 
August 30, 1862; Antictam, Md., September 17, 


1602; » Fredericksburg, Va., December 11,’ 12 
and 13, 1862; Chancellorsville, Va.. May 3-4, 
1863; Haymarket, Va., in June, 1863; -Gettys- 
burg, Pa., July 2-3, 1863; Bristow Station, Va., 
November 29, 1863; Robertson's Tavern, Va., 
November 29, 1863; Mine Run, November 209, 
1863; Wilderness, May 5-6, 1864; Potomac 
River, Va., Nay 10, 1864; “Spottsylvania, ‘Va., 
May 12, 1864; North Anna, Wa., Mav 24, 1864; 
Nye River, Va., May 24, 1864; Tclopotamy, 
Va., May, 30; 31, and June 1, 1864; Coid Har- 
bor, Va., June 3, 1864; Petersburg, Va., from 
June 18 to the 22nd, 1864; Deep Bottom, Va., 
July 27-28, 1864; Strawberry Plains, Va., Au- 
gust 14, 1864; and Reams’ Station, Va.. Aug ust 
25, 1864. He was in command of a detachnient 
of his regiment at Reams’ Station, and had or- 
ders to hold the point at all hazards. Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Smith of his regiment received 
direct orders from General Gibbons to go 
and tell Captain Munger to hold the point no 
longer, but fall back. Through fear and cow- 
ardice, the order never reached its destination, 
and our subject held out while others fell back 
and consequently was captured. He was incar- 
cerated at Libby, Salisbury and Danviile until 
February 22, 1865, when he was exchanged. He 
returned to his regiment about one month before 
the surrender at Appomattox Court House. He 
commanded the right division of his regiment 
at the Grand Review in Washington, and was 
mustered out Julv 5, 1865, at Jefftersonviile, Ind. 

After a short time at Jackson, Mich., Captain 
Munger proceeded to Dundee, Afich., where he 
engaged in the drug. business until 1871, in the 
meantime reading medicine. In that year he 
went to Newton, Kans., just before the Santa 
Fe Road was built through, and started a drug 
store. He continued until 1874, when he went 
to Trinidad, Colo., and conducted a drug store 
in an adobe building, which was a substantial 
and comfortable structure. In 1877 he settled 
in Murfreesboro, Ark., and practiced medicine, 
and later engaged in professional work at Curtis, 
Ark. In 1884 he was graduated from the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons in St. Louis, 
with a degree of M. D., and immediately ihere- 
‘after located in Kincaid, Anderson ‘county, 
Kans. 

April 22, 1889, found Dr. Munger in Okla- 
homa City. ITTe first established a temporary 
office on Broadway, by putting up two croiches, 
four feet long, and.running three potes from 
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crotch to crotch, and then three poles to the 
ground. This he covered with his overcoat, and 
hung out a sign which he had brought with 
him, being the first established physician here. 
He located a lot, and as soon as lumber was 
to be had erected a building 18x36 feet, which 
stood until January, 1900, when it was moved 
back to make room for the new business block 
now located on the site. May 11, 1889, he 
opened a drug store, which he conducted until 
1891, when he quit that business to devote his 
entire time to practice. In 1896 and 1897 he 
took post-graduate courses in the Coilege of 
Physicians and Surgeons at St. Louis, taking 
special courses in surgery, diseases of womea 
and diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat. At 
this writing he makes a specialty of evnecology 
and obstetrics. He was appointed pension ex- 
aminer and served as president of the board dur- 
ing the administration of President Harrison. 
Again appointed in 1897, he is now serving as 
president of the board. He is superintendent of 
the County Board of Health, and.a member of 
the Territorial Medical Society. He is con- 
nected with Grant Post No. 1, G. A. R., and was 
department commander of Oklahoma in 1808. 
Fraternally he is a Mason. In politics he is an 
unswerving Republican. 

Dr. Munger was united in marriage with Eu- 
nice M. Chase, of Dundee, whose father, Alvin 
S. Chase, was a cousin of Chief Justice Chase. 


S ere . DENISON. The: -agricuitural 
knowledge of Mr. Denison is an acquisition 
of later years, his previous life having been 
spent in the cities of the country, and in occupa- 
tions quite remote from those which engage his 
attention at the present time. As proof of the 
long distance which he has traveled to his posi- 
tion of authority and prominence as one of the 
most substantial and progressive farmers in the 
county, it is only necessary to state that his 
friends predicted dire failure should he undertake 
to till the soil, backing their belief in his incom- 
petency by the vouched-for fact that the first 
time he harnessed his team he put.the collars on 
backwards. From reversed collars to his present 
position among the farming element of the com- 
munity argues a commendable amount of perse- 
verance and a dogged determination to succeed. 
The Denison family have been closely identi- 
fied with the early history of America’s struggle 
for independence, the first members having come 
from England about 1631. One William Deni- 
son settled in Roxbury, Mass., where he attained 
to considerable prominence in the material and 
religious world, and was a deacon in the Rox- 
bury church. A later descendant, the paternal 
grandfather, Samuel, was born in Stephentown, 
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N. Y., about 1774, and was by occupation a 
farmer, having obtained land grants in Con- 
necticut. ITe served with courage and distine- 
tion in the early wars ‘of the country, and held 
the commission of captain. 

S. S. Denison was born in Oneida county, 
N. Y., in 1851. His father, Alison Denison, was 
born in Massachusetts, and spent most of his 
life. in, New York and Connecticut.. He. is..a 
farmer and mechanic, and is now living in Sid- 
ney, Lowa, enjoving a well-earned respite from 
business responsibilities. He is etghty-seven 
years of age. His wife was, before her mar- 
riage, Jane C. Goodnoe, of English parentage, 
and the mother of eight children, fivesof whom 
are jliving:.Urbam.is in Washington, D.,C.; 
S. S. is in Oklahoma; Louise is now Mrs. Jud- 
kins; Jessie is the wife of Charles D. Kelley: 
and Emily is Mrs. Maurier. Mr. and Mrs. Deni- 
son are both living and are in excellent health 
and spirits. 

For the first few vears of his life S. S. Deni- 
son was reared in Henry county, Il, and edu- 
cated in the common schools. He subsequently 
attended the college at Greenville, Iowa, and as 
a means of livelihood learned the photographic 
art. He took the matter up on a broad and 
comprehensive scale, and studied it from the best 
possible standpoints. Tor the furtherance of his 
methods he established a school of photography 
at Chicago, which he successfully conducted 
until 1884. He then removed to Hastings, Neb., 
and undertook the occupation of traveling pho- 
tographer, which was continued for some years, 
through Nebraska, Kansas and Iowa, and met 
with gratifying success and appreciation. In 
1891 he located in Kansas City, and opened a 
drug store on Fourteenth and Penn streets, 
which was continued for two years. 

In 1893 Mr. Denison came to Oklahoma and 
located on the farm which has since been the 
object of his enterprise and solicitude. The land 
was at first in a crude and unpromising condi- 
tion, but by well-directed energy has been put 
on a paying basis, and enabled the owner to 
purchase more land in the territory, as well as 
a large farm.in Nebraska. By additional pur- 
chase the Oklahoma farm now contains two 
hundred and forty acres, where general farming 
is conducted, and stock-raising carried on to the 
extent of cattle and hogs. There is a fairly good 
orchard and vinevard, and Mr. Denison is an- 
ticipating a large fruit business in the future. 

The first marriage of Mr. Denison took place 
at Winona, Ill, November 20, 1883, and united 
him with Alice A. Halstead, who was born at 
Long Point. IIL, June 26, 1851. Of this marriage 
was born one son, Sidney H. Mrs. Alice A, 
Denison died at Grand Cloud, Neb., June 22, 
1888, 
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In 1890 occurred the marriage of Mr. Denison 
and [tlizabeth Merritt, a native of Louisville, 
Kans., and daughter of James S. Merritt, a prom- 
inent attorney of Louisville. Tor several years 
he was attorney for the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company, and was a member of the Kansas state 
legislature during 1878-79. He was also one 
of the electors who elected U. S. Grant to the 
presidency, and was delegate-at-large to the con- 
vention which nominated Blaine and Logan. 
His political life has been an ambitious and 
praiseworthy one, and among his many under- 
takings in the cause of Republicanism was his 
work as political manager for the late Senator 
Ingalls, when he was nominated for congress. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Denison have been born the 
following children: Leslie L., Nigel and Muriel 
Bernice. 


DWARD CORDIS.. The early lite of Alr. 

Cordis was somewhat clouded witit 

and misfortune, and he had many obstacles 
to overcome which do not fall to the :ot of boys 
who have parents to guide their destinies until 
they are arrived at years of maturity. He was 
born in St. Louis county, ‘Mo., in 1854, and is a 
son of Henry and Eliza Cordis, who were farm- 
ers, and who died when their son Edward was 
nine years of age. Thrown thus early upon his 
own responsibilities, he was taken into the fam- 
ily of strangers, who treated him kandly, and 
gave him common-schoo] educational advan- 
tages. As soon as he was able to earn his own 
living, he began to work out for the surround- 
ing farmers by the month, receiving for his 
services S6 a month. This occupation he con- 
tinued for several years, and eventually went to 
Texas, in 1876, : 

In Texas Mr. Cordis was united in marriage 
with Edith FE. Adams, a daughter of Robert Wil- 
liam and Eliza J. Adams. He continued to live 
in Texas until after the opening of Oklahoma, 
and in the fall of 1889 located on the southwest 
quarter of section 23, township 18, range 1 
west, Payne county, which has since been the 
scene of his earnest efforts, and success in lus 
chosen occupation. His farm is in every was 
a credit to himself and to the locality in winch 
it is situated, and is one of the best fruit farm 
in Payne county. He makes a specialty of tl 
cultivation of peaches, and the peach orchare 
of Columbia seedlings ripens about Septcm>«: 
T, and produces one of the largest and soundes 


loss 


peaches that grows. The fruit industry is cu 
ried further, and includes a fine apple orchard 


anda vinevard. The farm is well stocked. and 


has excellent facilities for the raising of stock, 


inclidine running water, fine fenees andl goo 
outbuildings. The residence is construeten: with 
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a view to comfort and utility, and the location is 
desirable, being but hali a mile from Clarkson 
postofhice. 

In politics Mr. Cordis is affiliated with the 
Populist party. While often urged to serve in 
different capacities, he has never had a desire for 
public office. He feels that his farm requires all 
of the time and attention that can be crowded 
into a day, and leaves to others the manipula- 
tion of political affairs. Mrs. Cordis and two 
of the children, Robert and Nellic, are active 
workers and members ci the Seventh Day 
vent Church. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Cordis have been born eight 
children, of whom Robert, Nellie, Myrtle and 
Edward were born in Texas, and William, 
Orson, Bertha and Floyd were born in Okla- 
homa. 


Bo BRADFORD, M.'D., ts' ofie (of ‘the 
. most faithful of physicians, ever looking 
to the interest and progress of his pro- 
fession. He has been identified with the growth 
and development of Oklahoma City and county 
since May, 1889. Near Savannah, Andrew 
county, Mo., he was born, October 3, 1855, and 
is a son of Dr. J. H. Bradford, a cate of Ohio. 
The paternal grandfather, James Bradford, a 
native of Ohio, was a son of Israel Bradford, 
who was born in Virginia, where he was a 
planter and large slaveholder. He was a Demo- 
crat and a stanch member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, a strong and noble character, 
who liberated all of his slave es, he having become 
thoroughly convinced of the justice of this act. 
In later years he removed to Ohio. The Brad- 
ford family is of English descent. 

When a young man, Dr. J. H. Bradford set- 
tled in Andrew county, Mo., and in 1860 he 
graduated from the St. Louis Medical College 
Settling i in Council Grove, Kans., he began in his 
chosen. profession and built up a lucrative prac- 
tice. Well known throughout that locality, the 
people of his district honored him with a seat 
in the Kansas legislature, of which he was a 
member for two terms. Tle was one of the 
“boomers” of Oklahoma, through which country 
he made his first trip on a hunting expedition. 
He came to Oklahoma City April 22, 1889, but 
when our subject also came to this point, in 
May, he returned to Council Grove, Kans., 
where he continued lis practice. He now re- 
sides with his son in Oklahoma City. In politics 
he is a Democrat. He was united in marriage 
with Miss Lucretia Pollard, a native of Nen- 
tucky, and whose paternal grandfather, a farmer, 
moved from that state to Andrew county, Mo,, 


Where De died. They had a son and a daugh- 
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ter, C. B., and Mrs. Dr. J. R. Mcllvain, of Okla- 
homa City. 

Dr C. By Bradtord: was, "reared: ‘in’ Council 
Grove, Kans., and there he received a high- 
school education. At eighteen he conimenecd 
studying medicine under his father. Later he 
entered the Kansas City Medical College, from 
which he graduated in 1882, and, returning to 
Council Grove, Kans., he at once commenced 
to practice. During his residence tiere he 
served’ on ne school board. May 3, 18&y, he 
came to Oklahoma City, where he has since es- 
tablished a large and Iucrative practice. [or 
the past six years he has been connected with 
the school board of Oklahoma City, serving as 
secretary of the same four years, and is known 
as an earnest advocate of the education of the 
common people. He was. instrumental in se- 
curing the erection of the Washington, [Emer- 
son and Webster schools, also the high school, 
to which a new eight-room building was added, 
in 1900, to meet the rapid increase in the num- 
ber of pupils. A friend to any enterprise lav- 
ing for its object the improvement and elevation 
of humanity, he has done much for local proj- 
ects. 

In Council Grove, Jwans., Dr. Bradford mar- 
ried Miss F. O. Whittaker, a native of Ohio, 
and a daughter of James Whittaker. To this 
union six children have been born, namely: Wal- 
ter, who graduated from the Ok lahoma City 
high school, and is now a student in the Kansas 
City Medical College; Nina, who died aged 
eleven years; Jennie and James, who are stu- 
dents in the high school; Thomas, who died 
in 1899, at eleven years of age; and Bertha, 
who died at three years. 

In 1890 Dr. Bradford was appointed a mem- 
ber of the board of pension examiners by Presi- 
dent Harrison, and continued to serve under 
Cleveland’s administration. During seven vears 
on that board, he served for four years as sec- 
retarv. He is a member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and Ancient Order of 
United Workmen. In politics a Democrat, he 
was formerly secretary of the Democretic county 
central. committee. He’ is’ a ‘member of’ tire 
Methodist Church and is a trustee in the same. 
At one time he held the position of president ot 
the Territorial Medical Association, and is still 
connected with this organization. 


Gee rE WILLIAM COPELAND. Elect- 
sd to the office of sheriff by the citizens 

of Oklahoma county, Mr. Copeland 
ably filled the office from January 1, T&og, to 
Janu invert, ror “tle isa native of Danville, 
Vermilion county, HL, his birth having oceurred 
February 28, 1859, and is a son of Williany Cope- 
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land. Samucl Copeland, his grandfather, the 
son of an Irishman, was born in Virginia, and 
in early life settled in Ohio, where ne lived 
a number of years. Going next to Illinois, he 
died there at the advanced age of ninety-cight 
years. During the Black Hawk war he ren- 
dered efficient seryice. 

When George William Copeland was a jad of 
ten years, his father settled in Vermilion county, 
Ill., where he engaged in agricultural pursuits. 
For many terms he served as county comunis- 
sioner and was prominently known throughout 
his county. He reached the age of cighty-one 
years, passing away February. 12, TOORs |y,/bve 
married Miss Rachel Sterns, a native of Wil- 
liamsport, Ind., and a daughter of Zeran and 
Polly (Smalley) Sterns. Her father moved from 
Ohio to Indiana, where he was an early scttler. 
Mrs. Copeland passed from this life in Illinois. 
Of her ten children, eight grew to maturity, 
and six are still living. 

The grandfather of Rachel Copeland, Wil- 
liam Smalley, was a native of Ohio, and when 
thirteen years of age was captured by the Del- 
aware Indians, who killed his father at the time 
he was taken captive. He remained in captivity 
about seven years, during which time he ob- 
tained a fair knowledge of the Indian language. 
Finally making his escape, he returned home. 
He took part in the war against the Cherokee 
Indians, and, with two other men, was sent into 
their camp with a flag of truce; his two com- 
panions were killed, but as he was a brave and 
fearless man, and possessed a knowledge of their 
language, his lie was spared and he was adonted 
by the chief. He was afterwards known as “Buii- 
lies,” and his name appears as such in the United 
States census of the Cherokee Indians. The 
Indians always had the greatest respect for him. 
He remained a prisoner seven vears, but finally 
made his escape. Returning home, he located 


‘in Indiana, but his later years were spent at 


the home of our subject's father in Illinois. 
George W.-Copeland was the seventh child 
born to his parents, and his early life was spent 
on his father’s farm. His elementary training 
was obtained in the district schools of his native 
community and in the Potomac high school. At 
twenty-one years of age, he started to earn his 
own livelihood, and at first operated a ditching 
machine, but later owned and operated two ma- 
chines. Jor eight vears he continued at that 
occupation, in which*he was successful. Tien, 
purchasing a farm in his native county, he en- 
gaged in tilling the soil until r890. Selling out, 
he came to Grecley township, Oklahoma county, 
and bought one hundred and sixty acres two 
miles east of Oklahoma City. He also bought 
property in Oklahoma City, which he still owns. 
Farming and stock-raising faye been his ciict 


pursuits, and he has attained success in the same. 
Ile makes a specialty of raising TLolstein catlie, 
and also keeps a dairy of about twenty milech 
cows. He has erected a cheese factory on his 
farm, which he operates. H'e is an up-to-date 
farmer and is an honor to his chosen Gecupa- 
tion. 

Mr..Copeland. was married, in his’ native 
county, to Miss Nettie Magruder, a descendant 
of General Magruder, of Fredericksourg, Md. 
She is a native of Indiana and a daughter of 
Thomas Magruder, who was a farmer in that 
state, and a soldier in the Union army during 
the Civil war. She is a graduate of the Po- 
tomac high school. As a result of this union, 
two children have been born, Floyd and Lisle 

In the fall of 1898 Mr. Copeland was a candi- 
date, on the fusion ticket, for sheriff of Okla- 
homa county, and received a majority of two 
hundred and eighty votes, the largest majority 
received by any sheriff since the organization of 
the county. In politics he 1s a Populist, and 
was one of the organizers of the party in this 
county. He is a member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, both Lodge and En- 
Sanepenent in Oklahoma City, and the Woodmen 
of the World. ie belongs to the Sheriffs’ Asso- 
ciation of Oklahoma. 
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LONZO, :‘KETCHAM «is. one of the most 
prominent and substantial business men re- 
siding in Oklahoma City, where he is en- 

gaged in the lumber business. He 1s one of 
those eo ta and public spirited men who 
labor constantly for the upbuil ding and advance- 
ment of Oklahoma. He is a native of Mokena, 
Will county, Ill, the date of his birth being Feb- 
ruary 15, 1844. His father, David Ketcham, Jr., 
was a son of David Ketcham, Sr., who was a na- 
tive of the Empire State, and a descendant of an 
old Mohawk Holland-Dutch family. 

David Ketcham, Jr., was a native of Onon- 
daga county, N. Y., and during his early man- 
hood he settled in Frankfort township, Will 
county, Ill, where he followed farming, con- 
tracting and merchandising, and built cizht 
miles of the Rock Island Railway near Mokena. 
He died there at the age of seventy years. Iie 
married Miss Almira Richmond, who was a 2a- 
tive of Onondaga county, N. Y., and a daughter 
of Loron Richmond, a farmer near Stockman, 
N. Y. The Richmond family was of Tngiish 
origin. Our subject's mother died in Ne- 
braska. A family of twelve children, eight bevs 
and four girls, were born to Mr. and Mrs. David 
Ketcham, and of these two sons and a daughter 
are living. One sor, Alaseo, was a member of 
an Hhnots regiment of volunteer infantry dune 
the Civil war, and he died in Illinois, .\nother 
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son, William, now resides in Dallas, Texas, 
where he is engaged in the lumber business. He 
is the inventor of the Ketcham dry kiln. 

Reared and educated at Mokena, Ill, on Icav- 
ing home Alonzo Ketcham went to Cassopous, 
Cass County, Mich. When that deadly struggic 
broke out between the North and South, in Au- 
gust, 1861, he enlisted in the Second Michigan 
Cavalry under Colonel Sheridan, and was as- 
signed to the Second Department of the West, 
which took the regiment through Missourt, 
Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee and Georgia. 
He took part in the following engagements: 
Island No. 10, near Commerce; first battle at 
Corinth; Booneville, Miss.; Chaplin Hiil, iny.; 
several battles in Kentucky and Tennessee; 
Chickamauga, Chattanooga, “the Georgia cam- 
paign, the siege of Atlanta, battle of Spring Hill, 
Franklin, Nashville and many engagements in 
Alabama and Georgia. His only wound was a 
saber cut on the right hand, which he received 
in the battle of Boonevi lle, Miss: At Macon, 
Ga., his regiment was mustered out in August, 
1865, at which time he was first sergeant. After 
the regiment had returned to Michigan they 
disbanded. ‘ 

In the summer of 1865 
this. title he is familiarly known) Jetcham 
went to Bremer county, Iowa, where he 
purchased a farm. After farming there until 


Colonel (for by 


1o72,' he’ ’went to’ Dallas, “Tex., ‘and later 
engaged in the lumber business at Glade- 
water, Tex. A subsequent venture was in 


the mercantile business, and he conducted busi- 
ness at Will’s Point and Hubbard City, Tex. 
Still later he engaged in the lumber business at 
Athens. On .the opening of Oklahoma he 
started a lumber yard on his present site. Scll- 
ing out, he settled on a farm near ed 
Lincoln county, Okla; thence went to McCloud, 
where he spent two years in the lumber business, 
and at the end of that time he returned to Okla- 
homa City, where he is now similarly engaged. 
In his yards, on Third and Robinson streets, he 
handles all kinds of lumber. His honest and 
straightforward business methods have won for 
him hosts of friends as well as assisting him to 
build up a lucrative business. 

Colonel Ketcham was married in Michigan to 
Miss Josephine Shanafeldt, a native of Cassop- 
olis, Mich., and they have two children. The 
son, William Henry, graduated from St. Charles 
College in Louisiana, and was the first priest or- 
dained in Oklahoma; in 1900 he was called to 
Washington, D. C., to assume the duties of ciief 
of the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions. The 
daughter, Ella A., is a graduate of high school 
and is now at home. Colonel Ketcham is con- 
nected with McClellan Post, G. A. R.: the Odd 
Tellows, Knights of Honor nae Masons. He 


1 


tr 


was .clected alderman from the second ward, but 
on account of poor health was forced io resign 
toward the end of his term. In securing elec- 
tric lights, sewers, waterworks and a tire de- 
partment for the city, he took-.a warm intcrest. 
During ‘his term he was a member of the 
finance committee. Ile is a member of the Mis- 
souri, Kansas and Oklahoma Lumber Dealers’ 
Association. He belongs to the Comuiercial 
Club, in which he takes a prominent part. In 
politics he is a strong Republican, and uses jiis 
influence in support of the principles of that 
party. 


ESSE GWYNN... When first coming to 

Skeleton township, Kingfisher county, in 

1889, Mr. Gwynn had little to depend upon 
save his own ability and capacity for labor. That 
he has been successful is owing to his own untir- 
ing efforts and close application to the manage- 
ment of his claim. He located on the northeast 
quarter of section 7, September 16, and put his 
first crops in the ground in the spring of 1SQO. 
With him from Kansas he brought a herd of cat- 
tle which was the basis of his present prosperity, 
and at once began to improve his land, and at 
the present time has cultivated one hundred and 
ten acres, using the remainder as pasture. 
Among the numerous improvements which have 
developed under the progressive methods of Mr. 
Gwynn may be mentioned an eight-acre orchard, 
in which are grown many varieties of fruit, and 
a vineyard which produces a creditable crop of 
grapes. To accommodate his constantly in- 
creasing stock and grain business he has added 
to his original purchase another quarter section, 
namely the southwest quarter of section 7. He 
also rents a quarter of school land, which has so 
far produced a fine crop of wheat, the general 
average being from twenty to thirty-five bushels 
to the acre. 

Born in Hancock county, Ind., in 1852, Mr. 
Gwynn is a son of Josey ai and Mary ( Schroy) 
Gwynn, the former of whom was born in Penn- 
sylvania and came at an early day to Indiana. 
where he died in 1868. Duting his residence 
there he became prominent in the affairs of the 
community, and was an enterprising and well- 
to-do farmer. He took up exceedingly wild 
land in the early days, and developed thereirom 
a successful and paying farm. When but two 
years of age Jesse Gwynn’s mother was taken 
from him by death, leaving four children, two 
older than himself and an infant two weeks old. 
Of these children Lydia is now Mrs. James 
Schultz, Emeline is Mrs. Fremont Shull, and 
they, with James and the younger brother, are 
still in Indiana. The elder Gwynn contracted 
a second marriage with TElizabeth Galbreath, 
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and of this union there were six children, five 
of whom are living. The old homestead is still 
a treasured possession of the family and is 
owned by the widow of Mr. Gwynn. 

In 1876 Mr. Gwynn was married to Merica 
Davis, who, ten months later, died and left an 
infant son, Charles. -In 1879 Mr. Gwynn went 
to Lane county, Kan., where he was one of the 
earliest settlers and where he homesteaded a 
claim on government land. This project proved 
a failure from a farming standpoint, and he 
therefore turned his attention to stock raising, 
which proved more remunerative and better 
suited to the land and location, and which he 
continued until the opening of the Oklahoma 
territory. Out of his possessions in Kansas he 
reserved the forty head of cattle which accom- 
panied him on the run to Oklahoma. 

In 1889 occurred the marriage of Mr. Gwynn 
and Mary (Clark) Curfess, a widow, and ‘the 
mother of a daughter, Daisy, who is the wife of 
Henry John. In national politics Mr. Gwynn ts 
an adherent of the principles of the Republican 
party, but has never entertained political aspira- 
tions. 


LIHU H. COX, one of the enterprising 
and successful agriculturists of Logan 
county, is located on the northwest quarter 

of section I, township 16, range 4 west. He 
was born in Randolph county, Ind., October 5, 


1842. His father, William Cox, was born. near 
Chillicothe, Ohio, and died in Pottawatomue 
county, Kans., in 1872. His mother, who died 


in 1875, was a daughter of Amos Smith; the 
latter’s grandmother, Elizabeth (Ashby) Smith, 
was a daughter of Colonel Ashby, a distin- 
guished colonel in the Indian wars east of the 
Mississippi. 

On his father’s farm Elihu H. Cox received his 
early training. In 1861 he enlisted in Company 
C, Twelfth Indiana Infantry. His time expired 
April 23, but he was not discharged until June 
8, 1862. In the reorganization of the regiment 
he took an active part, and afterward served in 
the same for three years, his total service in the 
army covering fon years. Finally he was lon- 
orably discharged, July 23, 1865, with an army 
record for bravery and fidelity of which he and 
his may well be proud. Among the battles in 
which he participated were some of the most im- 
portant of the war, including Richmond, Vicks- 
burg, Jackson, Black River, Miss., Missionary 
Ridge, Resaca, Dallas, New Hope, Kenesaw 
Mountain, Nickajack. Creek, and the sicge of 
Atlanta, which lasted from the 20th to the 31st 
of August. He was also at Jonesboro. Savan- 
nah, Columbia, S. C., Bentonville and Raleigh. 

Out of the brave martial regiment that started 
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for the war the bodies of six hundred were 
strewn over the battlefields. Mr. Cox himiselt 
was not exempt from disaster, though he ex- 
perienced none of a serious nature. At At- 
lanta, during the week of the engagement at 
Peach Tree Creek, a shell struck his haversack, 
breaking and twisting his tin plates. July 22a 
ball struck the butt of his gun, glanced through 
his shoulder and caused a slight abrasion. A 
large part of the sufferings of the soldiers was 
due to the intense, and at times intolerable, heat, 
which caused many sunstrokes. Mr. Cox was 
afflicted in this manner, and did not regain con- 
sciousness for six hours. 

After the war Mr. Cox led a peaceful and un- 
eventful life as a farmer. In 1868 he moved to 
Jackson county, Kans. At the opening of Okla- 
homa, in 1880, he settled upon the land which is 
now his home. Huis claim is fitted with build- 
ings and appliances of the most modern nature. 

In times of peace, as in war, Mr. Cox has al- 
ways done his duty as a citizen. As a county 
commissioner of Logan county, and in town- 
ship and school offices, he has ever been on the 
side of progress, and has given his influence for 


inde- 


beneficial measures. In politics he is 

pendent, not belonging to any party. Ira- 
ternally he is a member of Lodge No. 3. 1. O. O. 
F. He is also connected with the Grand Arniy of 


the Republic at Crescent City. Among his ac- 
quaintances he is held in high esteem tor the 
uprightness of his life and the perseverance 
which he has shown in the improvement and cul- 
tivation of his land. 
July 29, 1865, Mr. Cox married Rhoda Clark, 
a daughter of L. and Lydia Clark, natives of 
Ohio. Of this union there were nine children, 
six of whom are now living, namely: Lyman J., 
of Woodland township; Elmer, of Cedar town- 
ship; Ida, wife of C. W. Overstreet, of Sumner 
county, Kans:; Arminta, who. married Isaac 
Reed, a farmer of Barton county, Mo.; Deisie, 
who married Elmer Baker, a school teacher in 
Logan county, and Mary, who is studying in the 
normal school at Guthrie, and is fitting herself 
for work as a school teacher. There are a num- 
ber of grandchildren, viz.: the eight children of 
Lyman J., the three children of Mrs. Overstreet, 
the two children of Mrs. Reed and the child of 
Mrs. Baker. 


SAAC KING BERRY is one of the important 
factors in the business circle of Pawnee, who 
has practically been identified with the com- 

mercial and agricultural interests of Oklahoma 
since 1875, and has witnessed almost its entire 
development and upbuilding. Tle was born 
near Williamsburg, ae county, Kw. which 
was also the birth place of his father, Thomas 
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N. Berry. His paternal great-grandfather was 
one of the first settlers of that state, to which 
he removed from Virginia at a very early day, 
and he reared his family near Lexington, Fay- 
ette county. There tie grandfather, John Berry 
was born, and became a great hunter and ex- 
tensive farmer. He also fought for American 
independence in the Revolutionary war. 

Thomas N. Berry was a farmer and mail con- 
tractor, and lived to the age of sixty years, 
while his wife, who bore the maiden name of 
Julia King, and was also a native of the Blue 
Grass State, died in Kansas at the age of about 
fifty-six years. Her father, Isaac King; was 
born in West Virginia, and was a pioneer of 
Kentucky, anda farmer by occupation. He died 
at the ripe old age of about eighty years. Our 
subject is the third in order of birth in a family 
of nine children, seven of whom are still living, 
namely: W. E., who served in the Union army 
as a member of the Sixteenth Kentucky Vol- 
unteer Infantry, and is now vice- presi diem of the 
Stillwater Bank at Still aS Okla.3)-G.t Ma; 
resident of Pawnee; R. C., a stockman of Nor- 
man; Andrew A., also a resident of Norman; 
Mrs. Susan Arthur of Guthrie, and Mrs. N. Ji 
Laughlin, of Payne county, Okla. 

Isaac K. Berry was born January 27, 1850, on 
the home farm in Kentucky, where he was 
reared. He pursued his studies in the district 
schools, but owing to an injury to his eyes he 
left school at the age of fourteen. Coming 
West in 1869 he first located near Sedalia, Mo., 
and the following year went to Waverly, that 
state, where he joined an engineer corps en- 
gaged in the construction of the railroad be- 
tween Brownsville and Cameron Junction. In 
1871 he went to Wichita, Kans., and was in the 
employ of Mr. Slaughter, a cattle man, until 
1874, on the trail between Texas, Wichita and 
Coffeyville. He then purchased a few head of 
cattle which he wintered on the Big Caney in 
Indian Territory. In 1875 he met the agent 
from Pawnee, who employed him to take charge 
of the government herd until 1878. Having 
become conversant with several Indian lan- 
guages, he secured a license to trade at the 
agency in 1878, and conducted a store for two 
years. In 1870 he started a ranch on Cimarron 
river at the mouth of Stillwater creek, which 
he named, as the stream seems perfectly still for 
two miles above its mouth. There he engaged 
in the gas business until 1801, selling out 
when the Sac and lox country was opened for 
settlement. : 

In the meantime, in 1884, Mr. Berry went to 
Clark county, INans., and in company with 
twenty men purchased one hundred and sixty 
acres of land for $300 and laid down the town of 
Ashland, which became the county seat. He was 


tan 


2 
) 


also instrumental in organizing the compaiy 
that laid out Lipscomb, L ipscomb county, Lex., 
and Boston, Colo., but, owning too much land 
and town property, be failed during the contin- 
ued dry seasons, and lost nearly one hundred 
thousand dollars. He then returned to ranch- 
ing, and in 1889 located a claim adjoining Guth- 
rie, but sold that plage a year and a half later 
and removed to Cushing, which he helped lay 
out, and also suggested the name for the town. 
He secured a claim in Payne county, where he 
improved a farm and successfully engaged in 
stock raising and cattle dealing for some time. 
Leasing three hundred and twenty acres of land 


on Cimarron river, he engaged in buying and 
shipping cattle at that place until July, r&o8, 


when he located at Pawnee, continuing in the 
saine line of trade. In the fall of 1898 he pur- 
chased a meat market, which he conducted tu under 
the firm name of I. K. Berry & Co., until Sep- 
tember, 1900. He was one of the promoters of 
the Pawnee Mercantile Company, and is also a 
stockholder in the wholesale produce, fruit and 
grocery business. He is a man of strong force of 
character, purposeful and energetic, and his keen 
discrimination and sound judgment are shown 
in his capable management of business affairs. 

In Arkansas City Mr. Berry was united in 
marriage with Miss Laura B. Nipp, a native 
of Cowl ey county, Kans., and a daughter of 
Capt. J. B. Nipp, an extensive horse dealer, who 
owned a large ranch on the Cimarron river, but 
now resides in Kansas City. He was captain 
of a covipaey in a Kentucky regiment that 
iought for the Union during the Civil war and 


was wounded in the service. Mr. and Mrs. 
Berry), |have, five, children, )\namely: ,.; Viola, 
Blanche, Manvill G., Ruby and Miriam. Mr. 


berry was made a Mason at Arkansas City, but 
now holds membership in the lodge at Pawnee, 
Noet 7s AgyF SGA. «MG; is ‘also ~apymember. of 
Pawnee Commandery No. 7, K. T., and has 
taken all the York degrees and the thirty-sec- 
ond degree in the Scottish Rites. He is a mem- 
ber of the Commercial: Club, being one of its 
board of directors. His political support is 
given the Democracy, and as a public-spirited 
and progressive citizen he gives his influence 


_ to every enterprise which he believes calculated 


to advance the social, moral or material welfare 
of his community. His wife is a member of the 
Methodist ISpiscopal Church. 

Since the above was written, Mr. Berry has 
inaugurated a new and important financial en- 
terprise. He was instrumental in the establish- 
ment of the Pawnee County Bank, which was 
chartered December 17, 1900, and opened its 
doors for business February 1&, 1901. “The bank 
has a capital (paid-up) stock of S6.,000, and is 
under the direct supervision of 1. XN. Berry, who 
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is its president, while Joseph E. Pautler holds 
the office of cashier. 


a 


M. BALL. In his capacity as a suc- 
cessful druggist of Carney, Mr. Ball has 
been able to realize many of his ex- 

pectations in regard to life in this promising cor- 
ner of the world. He is entitled to credit for the 
rise which his efforts have brought about, and 
for the stability of purpose and close applica- 
tion to business which have been apparent from 
his childhood. Unlike the average youth he 
was, when three years of age, deprived of the 
care and affectionate interest of his-parents, who 
were taken from him by death, and amid stran- 
gers he grew to years of discretion. The serious 
and responsible side of life was thus early mani- 
fest, and the necessity for self support a subject 
of vital and absorbing importance. 

In his native township in Fulton county, Ind., 
Mr. Ball passed his earlier years. Going from 
Indiana to Canton, Ohio, he there spent three 
years in school. Later he spent six years in 
Macon, JIl., where he attended the public schools 
and received a good education. At the age of 
twenty he struck out for himself, and for sev- 
eral vears engaged in railroading on the Mis- 
souri, Jansas & Texas, with headquarters in 
Texas. A later business venture was the man- 
agement of the Commercial Hotel at Commerce, 
Texas, which he successfully conducted for four 
years. He then engaged in the general mer- 
chandise business which developed into a re- 
munerative undertaking, and in which he en- 
gaged until 1890. At this time he again took up 
the drug business, after removing to Gaines- 
ville, Texas. 

The introduction into the territory was made 
by Mr. Ball in 1891, when he located in Ed- 
mond, and lived there for a year. At the open- 
ing of the Iowa country he made the run with 
others of like mind and intent, and September 
22, 1891, located on the claim on section 31, 
which is now at one corner of the town of Car- 
ney. To the cultivation of this claim Mr. Ball 
devoted his time and best energies, with the 
result that it is now one of the most highly 
improved farms in the township. A general 
farming and stock raising business has been con- 
diered™ and there is a fe orchard and vineyard, 
and all modern and up-to-date appliances. 

In 1892 Mr. Ball returned to his former occu- 
pation as a druggist, and bought out the drug 
store in Carney, Fatal laid ina full line of neces- 
sities in that direction, and now caters to a con- 
tinually increasing trade. He finds relaxation 
from business cares on his farm which is. still 
his home, and which is conveniently located 
three-quarters of a mile from the store. Mr. 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL /RECORD. 


Ball diversifies his business and home responsi- 
bilities by a general interest in the welfare of his 
adopted town, in the promise of which he has 
abundant faith. In political affiliation he is with 
the Republican party, and is active in its work 
and issues. To the cause of education he gives 
much thought and application, and has served as 
a member and director of the school board. 
lraternally he is associated with the Woodmen 
of the World and the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. 

Mrs. Ball was formerly Alice E. Rash, and 
she is the mother of the following children: 
Mable E., Della Kate, John William, Edward 
M., Charles F., Alice Leona, and Henderson M. 


RS. M. M. EGBERT, proprietor and man- 
ager of the Egbert Hotel, at Chandler. 
is a pioneer of this place, and is held in 


high esteem by all. The first hotel started 
here-—the historic old Manvel House, on the 
corner of Manvel and Eleventh streets, was 


carried.on by her, and, in fact, she it was who 
had the building constructed, the lumber, cost- 
ing Sg per thousand, being hauled forty-five 
miles, the distance from Guthrie. Her enter- 
prise and public spirit has redounded to the 
progress of Chandler, all worthy movements re- 
ceiving her ardent support. 

Of English descent, Mrs. Egbert is a daughter 
of the Rev. Heman Canady, who was born near 
Dayton, Ohio, of which locality his father was 
a pioneer, though Pennsylvania was his native 
state. For a wife, Mr. Canad y chose Miss Sabra 
Thrasher, likewise born in the vicinity of Day- 
ton, and a daughter of Isaac Thrasher, of Penn- 
sylvania, and an early settler of Montgomery 
county, Ohio. In 1846 the Canady family re- 
inoved to Ifinois, and there the mother died 
when in her fiftieth year. The father, whose 
death occurred in 18709, when he was fifty-two, 
had been-a faithful worker in the Methodist 
Episcopal denomination, establishing churches 
and Sunday-schools throughout his section of 
the state, and was greatly beloved by all who 
knew him. 

Mrs. M. M. Egbert, whose birthplace was 
in Watseka, Ill., is one of six children, and her 
only sister, Mrs. Harriet Hamilton, is a resident 
of Crystal, Okla. Her eldest brother, Matthew, 
served in the Fifty-first Hlinois throughout the 
Civil war, and was living in Ohio when last 
heard from. Isaac, the next brother, lives in 
Springfield, Ohio, and’ Wake, the youngest, is 
in California. Milo died in the Indian territory 
in 1893. All of the children attended the prim- 
itive log cabin school-house of the place and 
period, vet managed to obtain a fair education. 

Por some time after reaching maturity, Mrs. 
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Egbert was engaged in the millinery business in 
her native county. In 1873 she became the wile 
of Adrian Isgbert, a native of the vicinity of 
Adrian, Ohio. Four manly, promising sons 
and a daughter, born of this union, have been 
numbered among Chandler's) most popular 
young people. Charles, the eldest, is engaged 
in building and contracting here; Harry is a 
grocer of this place and Adrian is employed in 
the transportation business here. James is a 
student in Westminster College, at Fulton, Mo., 
and Vernal is attending the Daughters’ College 
in the same town. 

Twenty-three years ago this popular “mine- 
host” entered the hotel business at Watseka, 
Ill, and for ten years was at the head of the 
well-known “Maple House.” Having faith in 
the future of Oklahoma, she determined to cast 
in her lot here, and in 1888 located in Wichita, 
ready to enter “the promised land” at the first 
opportunity. April 25, 1889, witnessed her ar- 
rival in Guthrie, where, as soon as she could 
secure a place she commenced running a hotel 
—the Carleton [louse, on Harrison avenue. 
Continuing there until September 22, 1891, she 
then came to Chandler, and aiter living in a tent 
for a short time, while her frame Manvel House 
was in process of construction, she then moved 
into the new quarters. The two-story building, 
25x70 feet in dimensions, was run as a hotel 
with success until March, 1897, when the 
cyclone razed it to the ground. Fortunately, 
no one was killed, though one man was severely 
injured, refuge being taken in a cave w hich the 
forethought of Mrs. “Egbert t had provided. Two 
days after this disastrous occurrence, she leased 
the Mitchell Hotel at the corner of Manvel and 
Twelfth, and opened it as the Egbert House. 
In 1898 she purchased the property and en- 
larged the building, which now stands, a sub- 
stantial brick fit 50xtoo feet, and two 
stories in height, the largest hotel in Chandler. 
Everything is closely looked after, and the com- 
fort of her guests is a matter of prime impor- 
tance to the proprictor, as they are made to feel. 

Outside of her regular business enterprise, 
Mrs. Egbert has met with success, in spite of the 
cyclone. At that time she was having a good 
stone building erected at the corner of Ninth 
and Manvel, “and when it was leveled to the 
foundations she again had the work proceed. 
The well built block, 25x80 feet, she afterwards 
sold, and in 1808 rebuilt on the old hotel site a 
two-story store building, 25x90 feet in dimen- 
sions. This she still owns, and from time to 
time has invested in other local property. Her 
finely-improved quarter-section of land, two 
miles Horthwvest of Chandler, is a valuable place. 
Good buildings and twenty acres of orchard and 
snall fruits in abundance, together with other 
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improvements, render the homestead a desirable 
place of residence. It is needless to sing her 
praises as a business woman, for her merits are 
well known, suffice it to say that few have a bet- 
ter record for pluck, perseverince and ecnuerey, 
and few of her sex are more capable and re- 
sourceful, 


OYD McNEMEE, the well-known and 
popular proprictor of the Hotel de Hoss 
livery stable on South Main street, Pawnee, 

was born at Lake Contrary, Buchanan county, 
Mo., Janyary 29, 1847.. His father, John Me- 
Nemee, was a native of Licking county, Ohio, 
and was a young ‘man when he removed to 
Buchanan county, Mo., where he married 
Amanda Estman, who was born in Alabama, 
and with her parents removed to Missouri in 
early life. John McNemee followed farming 
and the wheelwright’s trade in Buchanan county 
until March, 18st, when he removed to kansas, 
locating on a quarter section of land where the 
city of Atchison now stands, but he did not keep 
that place as he soon went to the present site 
of Doniphan, Doniphan county, Kans. Later he 
made his home at Rock Creek, where he built 
a shop and improved a farm. This place is 
known as Brenner Station on the Burlington 
& Missouri Railroad. Upon that place he still 
resides at the ripe old age of eighty-nine years, 
but his wife died in 1894. To them were born 
fourteen children, and twelve survive the 
mother, Loyd being the third in order of birth 
and the only one living in Oklahoma. 

Loyd McNemee passed the days of his boy- 
hood and youth amid pioneer scenes on the 
KKansas frontier, and was mainly educated in 
the public schools of Doniphan county. In 
early life he learned both the wheelwrighi’s and 
stonemason’s trades, and followed the latter for 
seven years. He also followed locomotive engi- 
neering for three years. In 1872 he removed to 
La Crosse, Rush county, Kans., where as a 
stonemason and in engincering he was ¢m- 
ployed until 18709, and was then interested in the 
Wholesale and retail produce, grain and coal 
business until 1893, traveling quite extensively 


‘throughout the country in the interest of his 


business. 

In May, 1893, he traded some property for 
a livery stable at Stillwater, Okla. and on the 
7th of that month came to Edmond, Okla., to 
sell a carload of horses. The following Novem- 
ber he brought his livery stable outht to Paw- 
nee, and built a barn on Main street, which he 
opened for business on Christmas day. In 
March, 1808, he sold the rolling stock and spent 
two years in travel in Colorado, New 
INansas, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, 


Mexteo, 
Kentucky, 

























































. 20 OROSat I SIeA Me < ath: Ts rh 


sh & baotesmenl arly ie hrainevotand if a3a0n iad assertive ould ai bogewi a nite 
’ j ¢+] p vite fi t nob t 30 D ay oly fi vit 9 ranged ahi é% or nh ii Gane 9 


“F 


‘ 

shied ek oan jo yu a sil) Tewvingn str 
vil uy worl aw i pepe rig, val hast eft ’ Pritie ft 
| aa Veenee | tos sved ce eal to nied ot igual a 
tikes om % ; i ie wo) bra fingoy dena. ‘es Pobliins D coe lomacleen 
' i oh ; vb . ] i if ) ht Te) yn ah’ 
4 Tu h Tro). Whe forte eablingd ith 
7 te f Uitte at (amy, his- santa wit Ie: 1990 my 
if %] CT et j ; aye), |S We) GOMEITOge ren: ony 
fyi tt “i sostuet $8 per tagenent co it 3MG je 

fo; | rea NiO. “erie onthasis at tear V bee 

» hnnloe - ) 4! riod | , vO! otha ord} 

vitegt yet , x orinhogh -orrite” Tele BER oi -eteey aoh<¥ 119 ve 
a, mo” Bisset 7! wi tiaite tor of} bovaine “Feed 
ot ot] 1 j Yr wwe ! ray 6 if? tO DSO Shit tm ‘it Fie OT OM 1 Bue uP 

fight | { bibles -llow 
ane cit shows & ben i bile nurpil tte uaiul 

oT lk of Pon (i sister Pyne pith int teeta Bit he baie ors t dol ord ai 
‘ireb | marvel a lit ylis th silt de “bel beeing oekk rik ol aie ‘ 
anand waat at si ' » oth brew in gall bacedney rah, ‘(UTE 
a steel! fhe blues oy se yroctyy,: oral tt) om dw 
rT eo t ' ere aricatd ioiahen) ‘one 

oar? or “ i é i tyr rtey mi ai } I ey WT (TO aI oshy yoiveine / 
od tte. vane celonens aaiiagin cilqino(! jo = jaet sn yn wih bes solbriatD of omgo BBR 
petty. bie $ < otro el oben woki [aire nent veil offeliy orerid fat one & tot 
| ; cle oil crm) «go béver i frre go n j on tod ete Boros ) 10 28 s20vMy ane 
AOpen aft ae oe " mena @& mrwvonr eiibhird rile: oe mi 2mrsap wen onl} olf th 
la jadt coq! il rancor 2% iiod ke mr romp at. 190% ouxes + 
’ ; na ile ocait edt te esbteot (4 patter ( uber Teton eesdooie pee 
i y tivld 0 i both sity atl dud ' uted Deneve |) oF b SH7 | nol 
ef Sivtina: yl tsi reesttel Lovee 4 Aa way worl! ballid anv 20 Om 
lypyie) peyfraen gant ely vel fy L .“oet hearts vit tok 7 Sie at dented ariod WLI bony 4 
ti vt y vit 4d bree ‘lt bsithrov, hed pockalh caild to niguodias u 

i 2796) “ { byaso) atte & ’ eset ait) 10lde ‘web 
‘ hive I been { leavin io TPs ST) We olT {loon ot 
‘ ; » Srinty ret Tel ae L ot ac i plac bins Aa 








mile 16 alooilve eq Srl) | =a. bate vragen) | foamisuig Side Goat 

j f hamissl aft olf vfs Ane 5 Pits wet foiviw cootblind ot bogamt 

! ia py leo EL ee mings wer lore eya WAUE .2NouTe dorid, | ; 
jie Tt om ote SH 1979 yalbaad ab Pod ivarel off idpiod pt Zorg 


poopy taly ye tsa + Tf oh) Eptiay,. Pah low ¥Saoto et ania (my 





ih ] pitt Ste dud oH lo Ate . 
are) rigs Ut tere ponte f oft? i j ; ry i, welt Oy athe 
i Tadesro lit melt zen bi 098) Tang bevolq sahyeiual aeenieal veliner Tor 10", shee 
HiBty ubew) finisr bos olseslothy silt la ota me eeotors 4 bovit Ay hodyat ene 
] ! y ) inp it} OAr Tian seoritere pong £4 mabye ave wid operek Instd- AA anole 
eela inl y at Sry ty ait) we botoata ariblind sn 


ive J othe Diip.. lowly 
HY heel wings ale. acrerly 








5 iy ivi sts. 4 uyidi ad 5 its ¥ (4] i ‘ my) a Vv “nS. Pr be afi id iiud lis; 
F : t/ { perry ma 13 tf to Aye ; Fo c's Ba] lov. Pa ea | til ‘hae hte 
pik we 4d Yecx braid all ny ni ieuli@axan oyiihfind oto x 


n't WE RO sili vy! ail donned, oft aed dy ort aa ie any ie ete. ad? ' Bb 
tsa ere ote necaredo ind ben pon SH ea ial Yi Ap Nateayeit ea ane 
al wvely ent Cy ae antic 30), forego | OPN tired |e prcaplowee i ee ; Doyo Yann 
tiene Hire MoeMe Seer i: Wii off Moa intel, . ong ot hi nul & ai sBalboett aut } lo powihon rT 
was iff, wel otal) hn mine oe le he tity lo. aries Vand hitin. egeibiins 


eeWoten A vedinibns! mln HF Athy foci roittoget Satta 






1256 
Tennessee, Arkansas, Texas and Chickasaw 
Nation, after which he returned to Pawnce 


and with an entirely new outfit of horses, 
buggies, etc., again embarked in the livery 


business March 1, 1900, at his present lo- 
cation, where he has a commodious two- 
story barn, 60x73 feet, and well equipped with 
everything found in a first-class establish- 
ment of the kind. He has his own water works 
operated by a windmill, and a tank with a capac- 
ity of sixty barrels. His place is conducted 
as a livery, feed and sale stable, and in its 
management he is meeting with well deserved 
success, having by fair and honorable dealing 
secured a liberal share of the public patronage. 
He is a progressive business:man, energetic and _ 
-reliable, and has made hosts’ of friends during’ 
his residence in Pawnee. In his political views 
he is independent. 


In Doniphan county, Kans., Mr. McNemee 


was united in marriage with Miss Mandania- 


McDonald, a native of Ohio, and to them 
were born two children: Elmer, deceased, and 
Eddie, who operates the home place in Rush 
county, Kans. He married Miss Osborne and 
has three children. 

September 20, 1893, in St. Joseph, Mo.,. Mr. 
McNemee was married the second time, his wife 
being Mary Dugan. 


foundation principles of a successful com- 
. mercial career, J. P. Tryon, of Chandler, 
has built up an enviable reputation and at the 
same time has made a competence. A brief re- 
view of his life doubtless will be of interest to 
the numerous friends he has made within the 
period of his comparatively short residence here. 
, Born in Jones county, Iowa, J. P. Tryon is a 
son of W. H. and Sarah (Hoover) Tryon. He 
is the youngest of three surviving brothers and 
sisters. Besides these there are “thre ee children 
by the father’s present wife. Born in December, 
1863, J. P. Tryon was bereft of his mother when 
he was ten months old. His father was born 
near Terre Haute, Ind., and comes of an old 
family of that state. However, he was reared 
in Iowa from his seventh year and in his early 
manhood carried on a farm in Jones county. 
In 1867 he removed with his family to Cherokee 
county, Kans., and for several years conducted 
a furniture business in Lowell. Of late years 
he has been a resident of Galena, same state, and 
as a member of the firm, of Tate.& Tryon is 
carrying on a wholesole grocery business. 

In his boyhood J. P. Tryon received a public 
school education in the towns of Galena and 
Lowell, IWans. Tentering the business world ou 
his own account in 1887 he conducted a grocery 


x P.. -TRYON..| By .strict attention, to, the 
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in Galena for five years, his father becoming a 
partner in the meantime. After coming to Ok- 


lahoma, September 22, 1891, the young man 
located a claim in Cimarron township, and in 


1893 laid out the town of Tryon, Lincoln county, 
for which he succeeded in obtaining a postoffice 
later. Building a store, he put in a good stock 
of groceries and for some time carried on a 
thriving trade as a member of the firm of 
Tryon & Ledington. Subsequently, and until 
the death of his “brother, Ired Tryon, in June, 
1897, the firm was known as the Tryon Broth- 
ers. After being alone about seventeen months, 
J..P. Tryon divided his stock, and removing 
a part to Chandler, started a general merchan- 
dise establishment. Afterwards, he sold out his 
Tryon interests to Mr. Ledington, who ulti- 
mately followed his example, coming to Chand- 
ler, and now is, as formerly, associated in busi- 
ness with out subject, under the old style ot 
Tryon & Ledington. While this enterprise has 
prospered under the able management of Mr. 
Tryon, he by no means limits his attention to 
the same. When a resident of the town of his 
name he operated a cotton-gin for two seasons 
with good financial returns, and in 1899 ran 
one in : this place, buying and dealing extensively 

in cotton. In the followi ing year he erected a 
plant at Ripley, in which locality he buys largely 


of cotton for his gin, besides carrying on other 


enterprises. 

In his political creed, Mr. Tryon is.a Dem- 
ocrat, with a strong Populistic tendency. Re- 
ligiously he is a “Congregationalist, and an 
active supporter of the ‘Chandler church, with 
which his membership is held, and in the fra- 
ternities he is a Modern Woodman of America. 
His marriage in Galena, Kans., to Miss Medella 
Ledington, a native of Missouri, took place in 
1886, and is blessed with five children, namely: 
Agnes, Blanche, Mabel, George and Bessie. 


ON., DALE, LYTTON. , .Coithe untiri¢e 

and wisely directed efforts of Mr. Lytton 

are due many of the most ambitious un- 
dertakings for the development of the town of 
Stillwater. He has seemed to grasp the neces- 
sities of a growing and. promising community, 
and to foresee the “results, disastrous and other- 
wise, Which would accrue irom certain contem- 
plated moves. If it had not been for the resist- 
ance of Mr. Lytton and others similarly inclined, 
it is doubtful if the Agricultural and \lechanical 
College would still be a monument of utility and 
progress in’ this city, for its removal was at 
one time seriously threatened. As a member of 
the house of representatives, to which he was 
clected on the People’s party ticket during 1895, 
he rendered signal and lasting service. The elec- 
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tion returns were an index of the estimation in 
which he is held by the community at large, for 
he was elected by two hundred majority over 
both of the other candidates. Lor the carrying 
out of his ideas of improvement, Mr. Lytton 
was admirably placed in touch with the demands 
of situations by being chairman of the commit- 
tee on appropriations and a member of the com- 
mittee on public lands and buildings. Aside 
from his work for the retention of the college, 
he prevented the division of Payne county, 
which it was the intention of some to divide. 
During his residence in Stillwater, Mr. Lyt- 
ton’s avenues of activity have been largely the 
outgrowth of his connection with the People’s 
party, in the issues and principles of which he 
has unbounded confidence. He served as coun- 
cilman for one term, and has been a member of 
the school board. He was elected the second 
mayor of Stillwater, and while holding this, the 
highest municipal office within the gift of the 
people, he more than ever proved his substantial 
interest in all that pertains to the upbuilding of 
the locality. During his regime the town “has 
taken on an added importance among the cities 
of the county and territory, its modernity es- 
tablished, and its care for the comfort and 
convenience of the people, by the erection of 
the water-works and the electric-light piant. 
The early life of Mr. Lytton was practically 
uneventful. He was born in Augusta county, 
Va., April 20, 1862, and is a son of J. F. Lytton, 


also a native of Augusta. His grandiather, 
Samuel Lytton, who was born in Augusta 


county in 1806, was a farmer and manufacturing 
cooper. The great-grandfather, Abraham, came 
of an old Marvland family, and removed to Vir- 
ginia, where he engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits. J. F. Lytton removed from Vi irginia to 
Indiana in 1833, and conducted farming inter- 
ests in the vicinity of La Fayette for nine years. 
He subsequently returned to Augusta county, 
Va., where he worked at his trade of cooper, and 
also managed his farm. During the Civil war 
he enlisted in Company C, Fifth Virginia In- 
fantry, as first lieutenant, and served all through 
the war in Stonewall Jackson's Brigade. In a 
battle in 1862, he was wounded in the head, but 
recovered, joined his regiment, and followed its 
fortunes until peace was declared. From 1865 
until 1875 he worked at his trade in Virginia, and 
then removed to Appanoose county, Iowa, and 
engaged in farming until 1870. Tle then re- 
moved to Gage county, where he improved 

farm, and in 1890 came to Oklahoma, and lo- 
cated a claim. After three vears of farming 
he retired from active participation in the affairs 
of life, and is living in retirement in Stillwater. 
His wife, formerly Rebecca A. Curry, was born 
in Rockingham county, being a daughter of a 


farmer of the same county. Her grandfather, 
Benjamin, was born in Virginia, and was of 
Scotch-Irish ancestry. Of the five children born 
to Mr. and Mrs, Lytton; three are living: C. E. 
is engaged in mining in Colorado; Dale and 
Metta reside in Stillwater: Lillie died at the age 
of thirteen, and Clyde at the age of five years. 

Untilhis thirteenth year, Mr. Ly tton was reared 
in Virginia, and then went with his parents to 
Indiana, where he attended the public schools 
and learned to be a model farmer. In 1883 he 
removed to Nebraska and engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits until April 22, 1889, when he lo- 
cated a claim two and a half miles east of Still- 
water, on Spring creek. This was improved and 
fitted with all modern conveniences, and there 
he conducted farm pursuits until 1891, when he 
took up his residence in Stillwater, and engaged 
in the agricultural implement business. This 
has since been his occupation, and the enter- 
prise is conducted in a modern building, 25x80 
feet in dimensions. There is also a warehouse, 
20x40 feet, besides numerous sheds for the stor- 
ing of surplus stock. Mr. Lytton is the pos- 
sessor of several lots, improved and otherwise. 
In his business capacity he is agent for the Deer- 
ing binders and mowers, the John Deere farm- 
ing implements and buggies, the Studebaker 
wagons and buggies, the Moline wagons, and 
the Minnesota Chief threshers. In the spring of 
1900 Mr. Lytton broadened his interests by 
opening a branch of his implement business at 
Ripley, Payne county, where he built buildings, 
and is carrying on a successful business. The 
residence of Mr. Lytton, on the east side of the 
city, is a credit to the locality in which it is sit- 
uated. 

In Schuyler county, Mo., occurred the mar- 
riage of Mr. Lytton and Alice Holbert, born in 
Appanoose county, Iowa, and a dauguter of 
John Holbert, a farmer from West Virginia. Of 
ne union there are three children living, Clyde 

, Ora Gladys and Alyna. Fraternally My. Lyt- 
fo is associated with the Masonic order, Lodge 
No. 6, of Stillwater; St. John’s Commandery No. 
4, KX. T., of which he is secretary and a charter 
member; and with the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen. He is a member of and generous 
contributor to the Christian Church, of which 
he is a member of the board of trustees and an 
elder. 


Ce -EM WHITE, postmaster at_ Tecumseh, 
was born in Belmont county, Ohio, in Oc- 

tober of 1863, and is a son of Samucl and 
Emily (Moore) White. His father carried on 
farm pursuits during the years of his activity, 
removing west to Nansas in 1867, and for three 
years engaging in farm work in Linn county, 
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but subsequently he moved to Wilson county, 
where he homesteaded a claim in 1870. At the 
time the family settled in Wilson county, Clem 
White was a child of seven years, and in that 
county he grew to manhood, meantime being 
trained to an appreciation of the dignity and 
utility of agricultural life. When a boy he was 
diligent in his studies in the public schools. At 
the age of eighteen he entered the Kansas Nor- 
mal College, at Fort Scott. His early efforts 
were directed to educational work, and for six 
years he taught in the schools of Wilson county, 
the money thus earned being used in the con- 
tinuance of his education. In 1888 he entered 
the Chicago Medical College, but after a year 
of study there he returned to Kansas. 

The Republican party in Wilson county, in 
the fall of 1880, elected Mr. White county clerk, 
in which capacity he served most efficiently for 
one term of two years. His record in the office 
was most creditable to himself, and so satisfac- 
tory to his party that, at the expiration of his 
term, they renominated him for further service 
in the same capacity. However, the Democrats 
and Populists, forming a fusion ticket, secured 
the defeat of the Republican candidates, and Mr. 
White met with the common fate of the mem- 
bers of his party, although he had the satisfac- 
tion of leading his ticket by many votes, being 
defeated by seven votes only. 

During February of 1892 Mr. White came to 
Oklahoma and settled in the vicinity of Dale 
where for four years he and a brother conducted 
agricultural enterprises. In addition, he assessed 
township No. 3, now Tecumseh, as well as three 
or four other townships, his being the first as- 
sessments of each. Afterward he entered the 
land office in Oklahoma City, where he was em- 
ployed as special clerk for several months. He 
was also deputy postmaster at Tecumseh for 
eight months. In 1894 he went to Central City, 
Colo., and for a year engaged as assistant su- 
perintendent of mines for his brother. On leay- 
ing Colorado, in the fall of 1895, he entered the 
dental department of the Northwestern Univer- 
sity, at Chicago, Ill., from which he was gradu- 
ated in 1896, with the degree of D. D. S. Re- 
turning to Tecumseh, he opened an office and 
gave his attention to the practice of his profes- 
sion, continuing the same until he accepted the 
appointment of postmaster. To this office he 
was appointed in May, 1808, and since then he 
has given his attention to its management. As 
proof of his success in the position, it may be 
stated that there has been an increase in salary 
of $300, which is, with one exception, the largest 
increase of any of the offices in the territory. 
The verdict is unanimous that no town in Okla- 
homa has an office more systematically con- 
ducted than the one at Tecumseh, and almost 


the entire credit for the same is due to the pres- 
ent capable and resourceful postmaster. 

The marriage of Mr. White took place in 
1898 and united him with Susan Viola Sands, of 
Lampasas, Tex. They are the parents of one 
child, Pearl emily, who was born on the home 
farm March 23, 1900. 

Sharing the toils and hardships of the early 
days of Pottawatomie county, Mr. White is now 
enjoying some of the success Which is coming to 
the region. He has the greatest faith in the fu- 
ture of Oklahoma, and especially in the progress 
of this portion of the territory, In politics he 
has always given lis support to the Republican 
party, and, believing in its principles, he has 
earnestly advocated them. He has done good 
service for his party, especially during presi-. 
dential campaigns, and the official positien he 
nows holds comes to him a deserved return for 
his services in the past. He is a man of broad 
general knowledge and intelligence, and is well 


Ss 


informed in matters professional and political. 


ARNEST FREDERICK BALLARD, ‘an 
kK enterprising farmer of Noble county, has 

made good use of the past seven years, for 
during that “period he has developed a wild tract 
of land into a well-cultivated and very desirable 
homestead, abundantly proving his business 
ability and determination of character. He pos- 
sesses the qualities which insure success; and, 
as from childhood he has been perfectly familiar 
with farming in all of its det rails, he is a practical 
agriculturist. 

The parents of our subject, Col. David Ellen- 
wood and Sarah Louise (Bowen) Ballard, were 
natives of T'ranklin county, Vt. In 1837 the 
former accompanied his parents to Sparta, Ohio, 
his father being a merchant. In 1847 the latter 
settled in Lansing, Mich., where he established 
himself as a general merchant, continuing the 
business until 1852, when he met with the loss 
of his entire stock and store by fire. Later he 
moved just out of town, where he established a 
vegetable garden on forty acres of land now in- 
cluded in North Lansing. There he died in Oc- 
tober, 1885. 

When Colonel Ballard was fourteen years of 
age he went to Toledo, Iowa, and was emploved 
as a clerk in the store of an uncle, William [Tenry 
Harrison, a distant relative of Benjamin Harri- 
son, the recently deceased ex-President of the 
United States. At twenty-one years of age, in 
1857, he went to Leavenworth, Kans., and dur- 
ing the winter taught in the Grubb district, near 
Powhattan, Brown county, Kans. At the out- 
break of the Civil war, he raised a score or more 
of men in Washington and Marshall counties, 
Nans., and paid their way from Marysville to 


{ 
' 
At 
aed 
eg > 
— 
iopiae 
ti iv 
2 Die 
; iit 
ey 








side 4th 
il rah 

Insa 
bli 2 aot 9 if 
y att (sein) te 
‘on borri sent 
o eriltip 


orp 3/ 
rs 




















j 
P biew bras bu re Wert 
rypigy i } LSP } 

oN pay / j oaths wer 


vl qraattigts to ne 

+ 16 ‘ayalictd! Last Y 
via tol fem deen ty hatosnib otpye 
viree | aleve i anise 5 Y i ddguast of cE) 
kf : : yonour od 4 


\, 


Oz 


. P - 

iiosqe> doit mt 
rt lo mig? ste 

ue o 


, ats 
aor € 


: Of Yon 
wiodsy yearly er 





slob of 
sil WF 


' if anibasl | 
| hotssiah: 
isl grins oe 
“4 awe f TO fel: AQ 

brn crt shui od thoy yeh wet ovadin 
Fae het] alyproigs fenmitee ait 
AL quileera 











a ue io loony 
it haat 








chev Hitt it 


45! Ay” 





Tete 
he 





PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


Fort Leavenworth, where he joined Company 
H, Second Kansas Cavalry, as a private soldier. 
He was first lieutenant in the Second Kansas 
Cavalry from January 10, 1862, to February 15, 
1865. From the latter date to December ar, 
1866, he was quartermaster-general (with the 
rank of colonel) of the state of Kansas. In 
1868-69 he was assistant assessor of United 
States internal revenue for the fourth district of 
Kansas. In 1872-73 he was railroad assessor of 
the Twelfth District of Kansas. He was a mem- 
ber of the first state legislature in 1861, and 
again in 1878 he was elected from the Wash- 
ington county district to the legislature. 

As early as 1860 Colonel Ballard bought a 
half-section of state land on the Little Blue river, 
which is part of his present large farm of eight- 
een hundred and fifty-five acres, located at Bal- 
lard's Falls, Little Blue township, Washington 
county, Kans. He and his comrades, Messrs. 
Pierce and Bowen, laid out the town of Wash- 
ington, the county seat. [In 1869 he pre-empted 
the southeast quarter of section 15, township 3 
south, range 5 east, sixth principal meridian. 
He remained upon his Washington county farm 
until October, 1899, when, after the loss of the 
old home by fire, he moved to Washington, leay- 
ing his farm in charge of Frank, his son, who is 
two and one-half years younger than the sub- 
ject of this sketch. 

Colonel Ballard was the first county clerk of 
Washington county, Kans. He was born March 
20, 183 36. His wife, Sarah Louise, was a daugh- 
ter of Seen Louise (Harris) Bowen (the latter a 
daughter of Richard Harris). She was born 
November 13, 1844, and became the wife of 
David F. Ballard December 25, 1865. Ten chil- 
dren were born of their union, namely: Earnest, 
F., Louise, Frank, Mable, Miriam, David Chan- 
cey, Winnifred, Mark Appleton, Anna Alice and 
Stella Louise. All except the second child, 
Louise, are living. The ancestry of Richard Har- 
ris is traced through Nathaniel, Richard and 
Sergeant John to Thomas Harris. The > ancestry 
of David E. Ballard is traced through Appleton 
and Frederick to Sherebish, who came ‘from 
England in 1755, and settled in New York, after- 
ward serving in the Revolution against his na- 
tive land, in behalf of the land of his‘adoption. 

The grandmother of Earnest Ballard was 
Ephemia [lenwood, born near Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, September 9, 1809; and died at Lansing, 
Mich., in the spring of 1888. She was married 
to Appleton Pallard in 1830. Her father, Cap- 
tain Ellenwood, who was a seafaring man anil 
commander of a merchant vessel, was robbed 
and murdered in EHalifax harbor, after disposing 
of a cargo of merchandise. This marriage re- 
sulted in the birth of ten children, viz. Allen J., 
Sinden Ay Davids Ihenryilde, MsunicewLy 


“which he passed. 
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Alonzo, Everett, Anna L., Sarah A. and Alice. 
All of these but the first two and the fifth are 
living. All five sons served in the Union army 
and the first, Allen, died for his country and flls 
an unknown grave on the battle-ground of the 
Wilderness. 

The maternal grandfather of Earnest Ballard 
was Mark Bowen, a son of Jonathan Bowen, 
who was born at Royalton, Vt., in Mav, 1810, 
and died in August, 1859. He was of Scottish 
ancestry, and claimed descent from the fa: nily of 
Robert Bruce. 

The birth of Earnest Ballard occurred in the 
old Bethany College building of Capitol FHill. at 
Topeka,-Kans., December 22, 1866. After living 
in the city mentioned, and in Manhattan, same 
state, for a period, he was taken to his father’s 
Washington county farm, where he grew to 
manhood. In 1893 he took charge of a portion 
of the old homestead. During September of that 
year he went to Mulhall; Okla.,.thence to Or- 
lando. Upon September 16, 1893, he made the 
race for a claim, securing his present farm, thie 
southeast quarter of section 10, township 21 
north of range 2 West Indian meridian, in War- 
ren Valley township. He will never forget the 
exciting events connected with the race for a 
home, nor the many changing scenes through 
He recalls vividly 


“The rush and run at the first gun 
That bade us speed away 
O’er hill and valley to the spot 
We thought it best to stay, 
And make ourselves a home.” 


Through the shady vale and over the rocky 
hill they raced, while all around them the wide 
expanse of prairie was crowned in autumn’s 
colors. 


“O’er a bare stretch of burnt-off land, 
With smoke clouds ranging round; 
Through steep ravine, past gulch on eith 

To gain ourselves a home in this, 


THE PROAHSED LAND.’ 
On his claim Mr. 


er hand, 


Ballard soon erected a story 
and a half house, 16x28 feet in dimensions 
planted four or five acres with a variety of iruit 
trees, and placed the land under cultivation. Tle 
has met with success in nearly all of his under- 
takings, and is a man of influence in his com- 
munity. When in Wansas, he was chosen as 
clerk of Little Blue township, and again in T8805, 
the following year, was chosen to occupy thie 
same office. In 1888 he voted for Benjamin ITar- 
rison, but subsequently became a Populist, and 
in 1894 was the first candidate of that party in 
Noble county for the position of county treas- 
urer, ; 
December 10, 1893, Mr. Ballard marriet Miss 
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Artie, L.. Wertenberger, in Little Blué township, 
Washington county, Kans. She was born in 
Andrew county, Mlo., a daughter of Frank A. 
and Cynthia (Bowen) W ertenberger, natives of 
Toledo, Ohio, or that vicinity. Three children 
bless the union of our subject and wife: Lydia 
Alyrtle, born December 12, 1895, at their pres- 
ent home; Louise Eleanor, born in Little Blue 
township, Washington county, March 3d, 18097; 
and Ralph Ellenwood, born April 18, 1900, on 
this homestead. 


DWARD BRYANT JOHNSON, of Nor- 

man, is one of the cattle kings of Indian 

Territory, and is also prominently identi- 
fied with various business enterprises of Okla- 
homa, especially with its banking interests. He 
was born on the Ist of October, 1863, near old 
Fort Arbuckle, on Caddo creek, Chickasaw Na- 
tion, and is a son of Montford Thomas Johnson, 
whose birth occurred at Boggy Depot, which 
was one of the first distributing points for the 
Chickasaw tribe after their removal to this ter- 
ritory from Mississippi. 

Charles Johnson, our subject’s paternal grand- 
father, was born, reared and educated in Eng- 
land, and on his emigration to America located 
in Mississippi. He was an attorney by profes- 
sion, and was appointed special agent to assist in 
settling up the affairs of the Chickasaws in that 
state. He became their first agent on coming 


to Indian Territory, and Boggy Depot was 
named for him, Bogegv being the name given 


him by the Indians, who, on their removal west, 
became mired in a bog, from which he succeeded 
in getting them out. He was always a great 
friend of the Chickasaws, by whom he was 
adopted, and had the confidence of the entire 
tribe. He was a delegate to Washington to 
look after their interests, and was instrumental 
in getting many benefits for the Indians. He was 
a Democrat, and took an active part in political 
affairs: in, New. York, in which city he had an 
interest in an importing firm. There he died 
when nearly eighty vears of age, his death result- 
ing from an accident, falling and dislocating his 
hip. At the time he was hale and hearty. He 
commanded the respect and confidence of those 
with whom he came in contact. He marricd Re- 
becea Tarntubby, a native of Mississippi, whose 
father was a Chickasaw and mother a white 
woman, 

Montford T. Johnson, our subject's father, 
was reared in the Chickasaw Nation, and was 
educated at the Armstrong male academy, near 
Tishomingo, I. T. He was engaged in the stock 
business and carried on a ranch on Caddo ercek 
until 1869, when he removed toa ranch on Wal- 
nut creek, near Purcell, Ife made his home at 
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Johnsonville, on the South Canadian river, 
twenty-five miles east of Purcell, which place Is 
now called Johnson, I. T., it being named tn his 
honor. He cngaged in mercantile business there 
until 1878, when he removed to Silver City, I. T.. 
on the western border of the Chickasaw Na- 
tion, and purchased the Caddo Bill Williams res- 
idence and ranch. There he continued to cngage 
in merchandising and the cattle business. His 
wife died in 1880, and in 1881 he went to New 
York, where he spent two years. In 1883 he 
married again and located five miles west of Sil- 
ver City, where he owned the finest home and 
best farm in the Indian Territory. He assisted 
in organizing the bank at Minco. I. T., and 
served as its vice-president until his death, which 
occurred in 1896, when he was fifty-two vears 
of age. In religious belief he was a Methodist 
and in his social relations was a Mason. Dur- 
ing the Civil war he entered the Confederate 
army as a member of the Chickasaw Battalion, 
and served on the staff of his brother-in-law. 
Major Michael Campbell. - His first wife, who 
bore the maiden name of Miss Mary Elizabeth 
Campbell, was a native of Texas, and a daughter 
of Maj. Charles Campbell, who was born in 
Ireland of Scotch-Irish descent, and was a dis- 
tinguished officer in the United States army. He 
had command of a fort in Texas, later was trans- 
ferred to Fort Arbuckle, and still later to a fort 
in Alabama, where he died after his retirement. 
as a commissioned officer, to private life. He 
married a Miss Bryant, who was also of Scotch- 
Irish descent. Mrs. Johnson died in 1889. She 


was the mother of seven.children, five sons and 
two ae ea of whom five are still living, 
namely: Edward. B., our subject; Henry B.. 


cashier of the First National Bank, Chickasha. 
I. T., Robert M., cashier of the: Bank of Minco. 
at Minco, I. T.; Tilford T., first assistant cashier: 
and Benjamin F., manager of an oil mill at 
Chickasha L,\T. 

Our subject ie only six vears old wnen the 
family removed to Johnson, where he made his 
home until 1878. He attended the public schools 
and an academy in Indian Territory, next be- 
came a student at Cane Hill College. Ark.. and 
later took a course in civil engineering at the 
Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute, where he com- 
pleted the junior vear. He began his business 
career as a merchant and cattle dealer, and 
1884 took charge of his father’s business; the 
following year he purchased the store. and con- 
tinued to carry on the cattle business on a per 
cent of the increase until Ins father’s death. In 
1890 he sold the store, and became interested 
in the bank at Minco. In 1888 he established his 
ranch on Pond creck three miles from where it 
empties into the South Canadian river, which he 
has fenced and improved with good and substan- 
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tial buildings, making it his home until 1899, 
when he removed to Norman. In connection 
with his brothers and C. B. Campbell he also 
owns the Half Moon ranch in the Caddo county, 
and the Hat ranch in West Chickasaw. He is 
one of the largest cattle dealers in this section 
and has shipped as high as four thousand corn- 
fed steers in one season, and usually feeds three 
thousand head during each winter. He makes a 
specialty of the breeding of Poland-China hogs, 
while his father was the first to introduce full- 
blooded Shorthorn cattle into Indian Territory. 
He owns a fine residence in Norman, where he 
has one hundred and thirty acres of land, on 
which is an excellent orchard and the best of im- 
provements. Mr. Johnson is pronunently tden- 
tified with financial interests, and is to-day a 
stockholder and director of the Bank of Minco, 
First National Bank of Norman, and the First 
National Bank of Chickasha, and a stockholder 
in the oil mill at Chickasha. 

At Johnson, I. T., Mr. Johnson married Miss 
Mollie E. Graham, who was born near Chilli- 
cothe, Mo., a daughter of R. Af. and Marillis 
‘(Froman) Graham. She is the fourth in order of 
birth in a family of six children. Her father 
was born in Illinois of Scoteh descent, and for 
some years was a sniller of Chillicothe, Mo., but 
in 1883 removed to Caddo Reservation in the 
Indian Territory, where he followed farming 
and stock-raising. At present, however, he is 
engaged in the real-cstate business in Norman, 
Okla. His wife is a, native of Danville, Il, Mr. 
and Mrs. Johnson have seven children, namely: 
Veta, Ina, Neil Robert, Montford T., Belton 
Graham and Froma, and Arline. 

In his political views Mr. Johnson is a Demo- 
crat, and he has ever taken quite an active and 
prominent part in public affairs, having been ap- 
pointed by the interior department on different 
conunittees for settling the affairs of the Chicka- 
saw tribe. He was recently appointed a member 
of the land appraisement commission to value 
the land preparatory to.allotment, and is also a 
member of the finance committee to settle all 
differences and accounts between the Choctaws 
and the Chickasaws. He was a member of the 
Chickasaw legislature as a representative during 


the years 1887 and 1888, and served on the, 


finance, school and other committees. Also rep- 
resented the Chickasaws before congress at 
Washington, D. C. He is a member of the 
Texas Cattle Raisers’ Association with head- 
auarters at Tort Worth, and the Benevolent & 
Patriotic Order of Elks at Oklahoma City. Ile 
was made a Mason in New York City, and now 
holds membership in the Blue Lodge No. 5, and 
the, von. Chapter No. 46, ‘both’ of Norman: 
Oklahoma Commandery No. 2, of Oklahoma 
City; Guthrie Consistory, and India Temple of 
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the Mystic Shrine, having taken the thirty- 
second degree. Both he and his wife are mem- 
bers of the Eastern Star Chapter of that order. 
and of the Christian Church of Norman, of 
which he is a trustee, having always taken an 
active part in church and Sunday school work. 
In business affairs he is energetic, prompt and 
notably reliable, and in all the relations of life 
has been found true to every trust reposed in 
him. 


ON, C.'’G. JONES. There is no citizen of 
Oklahoma City who feels a deeper inter- 
est in its progress and in the development 

of its resources than does Mr. Jones, who is one 
of the most influential men of this place. This 
name is.closely identified with movements that 
are elevating in character. His aid has been 
given to measures for the benefit of town andl 
county. Business, educational and railroad in- 
terests have had the impetus of his encourage- 
ment. Especially has he promoted the weltare 
of the territory by aiding in the building of rail- 
roads. He is president and a director of the St. 
Louis and Oklahoma City Railroad Company, 
which was incorporated in May, 1898. He 1s 
also president of the company that is building a 
road from..Oklahoma City to Acme,” Tex., one 
hundred and seventy-eight miles distant. 

On his father’s farm in Cumberland county, 
Ill., the subject of this article was born Novem- 
ber 3, 1856. At the age of thirteen he began 
to make his own way in the world, trading in 
stock at a time when most boys were playing 
marbles. When fourteen, he shipped stock to 
Chicago, Indianapolis and St. Louis. As he 
grew older, his stock and farm operations in- 
creased, and he became recognized as an enter- 
prising young farmer. [Tor several vears he 
served as county supervisor. In 1889 he closed 
out the mill at Greenup which he had built and 
for years operated. January 1, 1890, he settled 
in Oklahoma City, where he built the first flour 
mill in the territory. This was operated by steam 
and had a capacity of four hundred and forty 
barrels. Te conducted it until 1897. when it 
was burned down. His plant was modern roller 
process, and the products were of the highest 
grade, receiving the first premium at the \World’s 
Fair., At the same ‘time he was given the first 
prize for wheat raised in Oklahoma. 

Stanchly Republican in politics, Mr. Jones 
was a member of the first legislature of Okla- 
homa Territory, being elected on the regular 
party ticket in the fall of t8o0. He served during 
the first session, in 1891, and was elected speaker 
of the house, also chairman of the committee on 
ways and means. IIe championed the Dill for 
the location of the capital at Oklahoma City, 
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in securing the adoption of the 
present laws. At the expiration of his term, he 
did not become a candidate for re-election. Un- 
der President Harrison he was appointed chair- 
man of town site board No. 2, and filled the 
position for two years. 

In December, 1894, Mr. Jones was interested 
in the organization of the St. Louis and Okla- 
homa City Railroad Company, for building a 
railroad from Sapulpa to this place, a distance of 
one hundred and three miles. He was elected 
president and continued as such until the com- 
pletion of the road, when it was merged into 
the “Frisco” line. Twice he has been president 
of the town council and one term served as 
‘mayor of the city. In 1898 he was elected to the 
legislature, where he served as chairman of the 
committees on ways and means and the railroad 
committee, and as a member of the judiciary 
committee. Largely as a result of his efforts the 
Commercial Club was organized, and he was 
honored by its members with election as the first 
president. Fraternally he is a Royal Arch 
Mason, and is connected with the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. 

In Cumberland county, Ill, Mr. Jones mar- 
tied Miss Tena Stafford, whose parents removed 
from the Carolinas to Hlinois prior to her birth. 
They have an only son, Luther Jones 


and was active 


C. PAYNE has the distinction of being the 
first settler on the town site of Braman, 


Kay county, where he established hiinself 


in 1898, and where he was the first man to em- 
bark in business. He supplied the railroad con- 
struction hands with groceries and provisions, 
also with horse-feed for their teams, until the 
completion of the track into Blackwell. He con- 
tinued the grocery business until September 19, 
of the same year, when he associated himself 
with Quincy T.-Brown, and the two bought a 
stock of boots and shoes, and glassware and 
queensware. In the spring of 1899 they added a 
complete line of farming implements. Soon the 
business grew to such an extent that additional 
room was needed, and they added to their 24x75 
foot building by the erection of another room, 
20x70. Since the opening of the strip, Mr. 
Payne has acted as agent for the McCormick 
Harvesting Machine Company, and it is said that 
he has sold more of their machines than any 
agent, but one, in the entire county of Kav, his 
sales being principally those of harvesters, bind- 
ers aud corn harvesters. In 1899 Mr. Payne 
sold out to his partiter, Mi. Brown, but he still 
handles machinery and makes many important 
sales. Ite also handles cattle, keeping on his 
place as many as two hundred head of good 
erades. 


‘the first business house in the village; 
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At Versailles, Woodford county, Ky., Mr. 
Payne was born in April, 1850. He is a cousin 
of the well-known Captain Payne, with whom he 
worked during the laying out of the village of 
Rock Falls (known as Payne colony) during the 
spring of 1884. For ten years he was a dry- 
goods salesman in a Louisville (XNy.) house. In 
1880 he came into the Cherokee strip, where he 
bought and sold cattle in connection with W. 
B. Hellun & Bros., for a year. He continued in 
the country until 1886, handling cattle and sheep 
for himself during part of oS time. He kept 
forty-five hundred head of sheep and five hun- 
dred head of cattle on Bitter creek. His ranch 
on the creek was well watered and comprised 
twenty-three thousand acres, which was ad- 
mirably adapted for the stock business 

Upon the opening of the Cherokee strip, Mr. 
Payne made the race from South Haven, Kans., 
and secured a claim in township 28, range 2 
west, Kay county. In 1894 he established a store 
on the town site of Rock Falls, where he re- 
mained for four years, and then removed his 
stock and building to Braman, where le has 
since resided. Politically he is a Democrat. He 
served as the first mavor of Braman and during 
his residence in Rock Falls. was for four years 
school trustee of his township. He has served 
as delegate to all the county conventions of his 
party, and in 1900 served as a delegate to the 
Free Homes convention in El Reno. During his 
residence in South Haven, Kans., he was identi- 
fied with the Masons and the Modern Woodmen 
of America, in which latter he was councillor. 
It was in South Haven, also, that he was mar- 
ried, in 1887, his wife being Alice Geeslin, by 
whom he had six children, namely: Lonnie, Bert 
C., Fannie, Jennie H., John N. and Alice. 

Certainly the nane of B. C. Payne deserves 
mention amorg the pioneers of the strip. 
His connection with the history of Braman has 
been intimate. He was active in securing the 
railroad, was the first to suggest the present site 
to the officials of the construction company, was 
the first to select his lots for business, and built 
hence he 
deservedly ranks high in the citizenship of 
Braman. 


pluck and fortitude, and of what a man of 

spirit and enterprise may accomplish, even 
though fortune does not smile upon him in the 
formative vears of youth, and by the hardest 
effort he is obliged to hew his own way in the 
world. His paternal erandfather was one of 
the pioneers of Indiana, and was a native of 
Ohio, and his maternal grandparents were of 
German birth. TTis parents, eury and Sarah 


R OBERT A. RISING is a fitting example of 
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(Wise) Rising, died when he was young, the 
mother, a native of Germany, dying in Dates 
county, Mo., in 1868, and the father surviving 
her about four years. He was born in Ohio, 
and at an early period settled in the Hoosier 
state. In 1865 he removed with his family to 

3ond county, Hl, and some three years later 
located upon a farm in Bates county, Mo. He 
was killed by gases while digging a well on his 
homestead, in June, 1872 

Robert A. Rising, born on a farm in Adams 
county, Ind., in 1857, was eit years of age 
when he was taken to Illinois, and was but fifteen 
when he was deprived of his remaining parent. 
The brothers and sisters were scattered, and the 
vouth, «with three of the children, returned to 
Illinois. I’or two years he lived with an uncle, 
and then started out to make his own livelihood. 
For ten years he was employed by farmers in the 
Prairie state, and it was not until February, 1883, 
that he embarked in business for himself, upon 
afarm. For six and a half years he was success- 
fully engaged in that enterprise, but when Okla- 
homa was opened he concluded to try his for- 
tunes here. In September, 1889, he came to 
Payne county, and bought a relinquishment to a 
claim on the southwest quarter of section 109, 
township 19, range 3 east. Here he erected a 
comfortable house and farm buildings, put up 
fences and planted an orchard. The place is now 
considered one of the best in the community, 
and, owing to his well applied energy, he raises 
excellent crops each season. 

In the spring of 1888 Mr. Rising married 
Laura, daughter of Daniel and Tennie Moffet. 
They have three little girls, all born in this 
county, namely: Grace May, Cora E.,"and "Mary. 
Mr. and Mrs. fBisite are members of the Con- 
gregational Church, and were influential in or- 
ganizing the one in this locality. In his political 
faith Mr. Rising has always been an adherent 
of the Republican policy until during the past 
few years, when he has found his opinions bet- 
ter set forth by the Populists. 


ICHNSTON? “Enid 7$"*to "be “espe= 
cially congratulated for her high class 


of business men, men who are con- 
tinually bringing her into greater prominence in 
the world of commerce and are extending her 
credit far and wide. Unknown but a short time 
ago, her fame now reaches to many a distant city, 


and. as the center of one of Oklahoma's best 
counties, her future is wonderfully full of 
promise. 


William, paternal grandfather of W. B. John- 
ston, was born in Crawford county, Pa. and 
devoted his life to agriculture. Joseph TL. and 
Sarah J. Johnston, parents of our subject, were 


ry 
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natives of Mercer county, Pa., and commenced 
their domestic life upon a farm in that portion of 
the ‘state. The father continued® to. dwell in 
Pennsylvania until 1884, when he removed to 
Kingman county, Kans., where he carried on a 
farm and paid considerable attention to the rats- 
ing of live stock: At the end ‘of ten ycars he 
came to Oklahoma, and located a claim, from 
which he recently retired to make his home in 
Enid. He has been a patriotic citizen through- 
out his career, and during the Civil war served 
for four years in the One Hundredth Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry. His wife, who was of Scotch- 
Jrish descent, departed this life seventeen years 
ago, in the Keystone state. 

W. LB. Johnston is one of eight brothers and 
sisters, one of whom has passed away. His 
eldest brother, E. W., is carrying on a farm in 
Grant county; Walter B.is a farmer of Kingman, 
Kans., and Joseph is engaged in business with 
our subject.’ “May M. resides ‘in’ Enid) ‘and 
Frances and Rilla are residents of Missouri. The 
birth of W. B. Johnston occurred near Mercer, 
Mercer county,’ Pa., December 18, 1867. He was 
reared as a farmer's boy, and after completing 
his education in the little “red school-house” 
attended the Grove City Academy for a period. 
In 1884 he went to Kingman county, Kans., and 
for five years thereafter taught schools in that 
locality, meeting with success. 

Seven years ago Mr. Johnston came to Okla- 
homa and when the Cheyenne and Arapahoe 
lands were opened, secured a claim in the north- 
eastern part of section 11, township 16, range 10, 
Blaine county. He commenced making im- 
provements upon the place, and then accepted 
a position as a stenographer at Kingfisher. Sep- 
tember 16, 1893, he came to Enid and was simi- 
larly employed during the ensuing winter, in 
April becoming a clerk in the United States land 
office, serving under R. W. Patterson until Janu- 
ary I, 1896, ‘when he 1 resigned in order to take 
a position as deputy district clerk at Kingfisher, 
his superior being J. C. McClelland. This office 
he continued to fill until ue 1897, when he re- 

signed and returned to Enid, and since that date 
has been actively engaged in the grain business, 
also dealing in live stock and coal. He owns an 
interest in the Big Four Elevator on the Chi- 
cago, Rock Island & Pacific railroad, and makes 
large shipments of wheat and corn to distant 
points, chiefly to Galveston, Tex. In 1899 he 
established branches of his grain and live stock 
business at. Cropper, Garber and Billings, and 
gradually is building up an extensive trade. He 
is connected with the Territorial Grain Dealers’ 
Association and with the Commercial Club of 
Enid, thus lending his influence to the upbuild- 
ine of the city and territory. As amember of the 
firm of Johnston & Tlanna, he conducts his 
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business in live stock, feeding and shipping 
cattle and hogs extensively, and shipping to the 
city markets. 

[In the fraternities Mr. Johnston is identified 
with the Knights of Pythias and with the Ma- 
sonic order. He belongs to Enid Lodge No. 10, 
ASP. A: No and*has taken the Royal ‘Arch 
degree. In national affairs he is a Democrat. 

The marriage of Mr. Johnston and Miss Olive 
Newcomb was solemnized in this citv. She is a 
native of New York state, received an excellent 
education, and is a favorite in local society. Re- 
ligiously she is a Presbyterian. The son of our 
subject and wife bears the name of Glenn Wills. 


DWARD 'L. PECKHAMTD is ‘a ‘potent and 

dominant factor in all the lines of activity 

to which he has been called by virtue of 
ability, character and aptitude. And it is doubt- 
ful if any in the territory have more unerringly 
selected an outlet for their special ambition in 
life, or have invested its consummation to a 
greater degree with the dignity of conscten- 
tious and. brilliant research. “Much also is 
ascribed to his unbounded faith in the possibih- 
ties of his practically undeveloped locality, and 
to the splendid opportunities offered to the far- 
seeing advantage seeker. a is much to accom- 
plish that in which others have failed, and in this 
regard Mr. Peckham has a een pre-eminent. lor 
his untiring and unflagging zeal in the carrying 
out of his projects for. ERE 1e public good, he is 
especially appreciated by his fellow townsmen. 
Negotiations for the building of the St. Louts 
and San Francisco railroad into Blackwell would 
have been futile, had it not been for a final exer- 
tion on the part of Mr. Peckham, and a trip to 
New York at his own expense, during which he 
succeeded in interesting eastern capital which 
made the building of the Kansas, Oklahoma & 
Gulf railroad possible. During his management 
of the construction of the road from Cole to 
Blackwell, he so manipulated the sum of $75,000 
entrusted to his discretion, as to be highly, satis- 
factory to all Denes concerned. He is now 
president of and general attorney for the Kansas, 
Oklahoma & Gulf railroad: director and secre- 
tary of the Northern Oklahoma Telephone Coim- 
pany, and a member of the Blackwell Board of 
Trade, of which latter organization he was one 
of the first directors. 

Borm im'Chicazo, Tih."in’ 1862)" Nir.” Peckham 
is arson o1.C. J; and ALY (Gray) Peckitann 
The former, Colonel Peckham, of Blackwell, 

a native of Rhode Island, and was born in 1835: 
his wife died in Blackwell in 1897. Their son 
spent the first twelve vears of his life in Chicago, 
going thence with his parents to Nansas, and 
later to California and Oregon, The greater part 
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of his education was acquired in the far west, 
and in Oregon he began the study of law for 
which he has since evinced such striking qual- 
fications. Upon returning to Nansas in 1887, he 
continued his legal researches, and, in 1882, was 
admitted to practice in Winfield, where he en- 
gaged in practice until he came to Blackwell in 


£893. wi Or a number of years he was a member 
of the firm of Peckham & Henderson, of Black- 
well. 


In 1883 occurred the marriage of Mr. Peck- 
ham and Lelia White, who died in 1887. Of this 
union there has been one child, Edward E., who 
is attending college in Winfield. A second mar- 
triage was contracted by Mr. Peckham in 180, 
his wife being Willie Wallace. They are the 
parents of three children, Mary, Robert and 
Miles. 

In his capacity as a lawyer, Mr. Peckham be- 
came interested in the future of Blackwell, and 
his career here is founded upon the most in- 
iantile of its projects. The land upon which the 
town is located was purchased by a Winfield 
company from the Indians, who had_ three 
eighty-acre allotments. As attorney for this 
company, Mr. Peckham arrived "upon the scene of 
activity, and as a preliminary, had the town sur- 
veyed and platted before the opening. Colonel 
Blackwell, for whom the town is named, was 
the husband of the Indian woman who owned 
the site. While conducting the affairs of the 
newly opened locality, Mr. Peckham started an 
office in the town, and has ever since been identi- 
hed with the foremost enterprises for its upbuild- 
ing and growth. Coming from a long line of 
ancestors who were conspicuous for intellectual 
attainments, and especially for their prominence 
as exponents of the unchanging science of law, 
Mr. Peckham has proved himself a worthy de- 
scendant. His reputation for keen perception 
and sound judgment has given him a more thar 
local reputation, and his advice is sought in legal 
complications that require particular attention. 
His practice is a general one in the territorial 
and federal courts, and his judgment remains un- 
questioned by all who appreciate his profound 
and able eee of the law. 

In the accumulation of this world’s goods Mr. 
Peckham has been singularly fortunate, and he is 
an extensive owner of town and city property. 
Of his three farms, the Chikaskia is perhaps the 
most to be desired, and is considered a model 
stock farm. The buildings, improvements, and 
all-around modern and up-to-date aspect, are 
worthy the approval of the owner, and a credit 
to the locality in which the farm is located. 
Irom the cares incident to the arduous duties 
of his profession, Mr. Peckham here finds abun- 
dant relaxation, and he ts the breeder of some of 
the finest horse flesh in the territory, Ite owns 
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also a well improved farm of one hundred and 
sixty acres two and a half nules south of Black- 
well, and sixty acres six miles north of the town. 
His handsome and artistic residence is now ap- 
proaching completion, and is a source of pride to 
surrounding property owners. The Peckham 
cottages are without a superior of their kind in 
the city, and are occupied by some of the leading 
families. It is needless to say that Mr. Peckham 
has lavishly expended time and money upon the 
improvement of his locality, and that few have 
shown so deep and abiding an interest in her 
future prosperity and standing among the cities 
of the territory. 

In politics Mr. Peckham is a Republican, al- 
though he holds exceedingly broad and liberal 
views regarding the politics of the administra- 
tion. Fraternally he is associated with the Odd 
Fellows, and is a charter member of the lodge at 
Blackwell. Mr. and Ars. Peckham are active 
members of the Episcopalian Church, and con- 
tribute generously toward its charities and sup- 
port. 


ARL BEEBE, county clerk and agricul- 

turist of Canadian county, whose claim is 

located on the northeast quarter of section 
17, township 12, range 9 west, is one of his 
county’s most enterprising and progressive citi- 
zens, and a promulgator of many of the means 
for developing her resources, and placing her 
possibilities before the world. 

Born October 25, pet in Jackson county, 
Towa, he is a son of S. B. and Adelaide Beebe, 
natives respectively x the vicinity of Buffalo, 
N. Y., and Ashtabula county, Ohio. Adelaide 
Beebe was a daughter of John W. Woodard, a 
native of Pennsylvania or Ohio, and for years 
a resident of Ohio, where he died... He was of 
English descent, and three of his brothers and 
also his sons were in the Civil war. One of his 
sons, Lorenzo J., is probate judge at Alma, Wau- 
banisee county, Kans: S. B: Beebe learned the 


wagonmaker’s trade in Cleveland, Ohio, and 
later removed to Maquoketa, Iowa, where he 
continued to work at his trade. In 18709, in the 


hope of bettering his condition, he changed his 
place of residence to MePherson county, Kans., 
and in 1888 sold his farm to the MePherson Sash 
Door Manufacturing Company. In 1892 he re- 
moved to Oklahoma, and located a claim, where 
he resides, meantime conducting a wagon and 
carriage shop in El Reno. 

Karl Beebe was reared on his father’s farm in 
Towa until his tenth vear, when he removed with 
the rest of the family to Kansas. Tle received 
an excellent home training, and had ample op- 
porttmities for acquiring a good education, 
supplementing his study in the district schools 
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by a course in the high school at Galva. When 
nineteen years of age he turned his education to 
good account, and taught school for one vear. 
Then, having learned wood working in 
hood, he began to perfect himself at pattern 
making, manufacturing water tanks, and inside 
carpentering materials, in his father’s shop in 
McPherson. In 1&0 he made a sojourn of a 
year in Colorado, returning to Kansas in 1891, 
and in 1892 located on his claim in Oklahoma in 
the Cherokee and Arapahoe country, on the 
northeast quarter of section 17, township 12. 
range 9 west. The claim is under a high state 
of cultivation, and largely devoted to an 
tensive and lucrative stock-raising business. 

In political beliet Mr. Beebe affiliates with the 
Populist party, and is actively engaged in all of- 
its undertakings. In the fall of 1898 he was 
nominated on the fusion ticket for county clerk. 
and he was elected by a majority of two hundred 
and seventy-three. In January of 1899 he took 
the oath of' office, to serve for two years. He 
was a delegate to the territorial convention that 
nominated Callahan, and Keaton, and was also 
secretary of the county central committee. Fra- 
ternally Mr. Beebe is associated with E1 Reno 
Lodge No. 7, A. F. & A. M., and with the Red 
Men, Red Cloud Tribe No. 3. He is also a mem- 


ber of the El’ Reno, Club. 
[ois beginning Mr. Barker has succeeded in 
establishing his right to be numbered 
among the most prosperous and intelligent man- 
agers of farms in Cleveland county. Previous to 
the opening in 1889 he had been a large land 
owner and successful farmer, but unfortunately 
lost much by handling sheep. After locating on 
the southwest quarter of section 12, township 9, 
range 3 west, his horses died with the exception 
of one, and his cattle also succumbed to the 
change of climate. Although possessing his 
claim he had practically nothing to improve 
it with, and in order to get a start, and lay up 
some money, he was forced to work out by the 
day for the surrounding farmers. Upon his 
claim was erected a box house 14x16 feet in 
dimensions, and in these circumscribed quarters 
he lived for three years. In striking contrast 
to these forlorn first conditions is the prevailing 
substantial success of the present, and the addi- 
tion to the original land of eighty acres, making 
altogether two hundred and forty acres, all under 
a high state of cultivation, 

The boyhood days of Mr. Barker were spent 
in Logan county, Ky, ~ Where he was born June 
27, 1854, a son of If. C. and Frances (Ruther- 
ford) Darker.” When fwo years. of age he was 
taken by his parents to Bates county, \To., where 


be Sie 


X= 


P. BARKER. From a comparatively small 


eee 


- i = ae 





wiht6. vlad In loose fall ory oi satu A ood 
rt peeved on T nv} oH ORe to STROY Tea 
ote vod Toothe Tie DAA fiunol8 Tees] 
do fi weal foow beet sored aotT 
1) Hs 6 lisetn: rat { oF ped asf Jbacd 
tial Tolew wetDalaet fyeilsin 
roti cid th .cistign garry 
j noz & vhantved Oust at. Amer MLal/, 
{ nA of coterie obmmalod mi in9y 
crmatehl® at tnish eit to hbeteoal so8r ai bir 
nyo laypum. Dare ovdowt) oil 
qiten@ol “ti hooves 46° ua eup fegorl tion 
nj ein oT ow GO 2BuRI 
| bb vse! ben recur te Yer 
hati it (.steexte guage ban ovens 
ia vedas oleotl aN toiled Inaniten nl 
ths fuyilon et bts. yim ipl 
{ iiet ont nl avtrot yl ahr 
| ritiists “Work 2OMEST! eepiand att to b 91 taasisehtii 
tie ow Mihi h 7 | fd 1 a yt bras 
jim>) (weil fk invent al Sapihi- 230 rae bing 
i if i} Hol sirtse of oiticy bo hed ont 
rr pao feria sili vil Gieasish « “0 
2iq The noliaecl bin .nerlella.. | weer iNdt 
: eeryratrs Iss “Wee Dt to 1191992 
flirw wolRiaoe f abo fy i] ler 7 
mah ONY 4 ) HegG ra fs A 4 /, ok ov, agbod 
7 9a] iat Ff adit? buat) bokl walk 
del) wetskl (1 alt to aod 
' 
t 
i if if i) ; 
» buelayol ig acme lo. 2198 
FIA Fretl at Ret ist atts ee, if 
srittal futeagyote lnk ‘yorwso 
Js Bike Babee : ) Sothei aint 
: tyes Io Taheop ltrime orld 
it bom eoateat aul te f Votre 
y wt listens OH Shh Tre Lh ne 10 
a7 f(y y. ty? etnio & yu) 
; sf hi Ueorhog 1 jectl 4th pevieho 
1 el Vat le gis ities mi hoe alive B 
¥it {) y ood Gl aby ot hi, EEG C Ve 
Ob Belin gaily iererr i ya Hoaol wah 
i +) Mei aanol xo « hyloow envy timp 
sraiie badinocenso) gaol) nt bie. sei rryutth 
1 hha } spisalp epevedt q inh H 
Ke ited’ bs Hy sary, aoTm aa Hat 
Higa yall at seruadilin> deta magia! 949111 01 
- ln vu tf Lats PANN exh) i) vacane Ladenmoael ine 


a ru iy ley Torek teu igre tlt ov) teed 

nel | re Penhaand wwii roth guile 
ed iia to olsts Molt s 

Ei hae i. ig ately! bvinilvuil ait T 


¥ 
Betiie 


maint PIIDE t 
reliefs aah 


Thode Foe 
conil sro) ata oat gro y 

lest) evant ta -) PL Py tek A 
: mee ah ies ie RU 4 Ht a ved Ke 


Ol. sapien enh oF siti att ed tial 


aRnooat shonin it A TYART 


at (far a ne i. 
a 
ye 
































































bitg bed an 
Hoel to sities, nie 
net on io Agitt e 
“ti y/On at Posie Aen iinet ant) 
ob obing to saree when. eitalepmtos gy aA; 
mation sat aetathnne Wiegand: poibaron 
ni hol tisk te 7ORegHe & worl o14% aoueh 
enibn al orlt Jone: ¥ at beatepss: ou a6 brs 7 
negtldoa'h 1 ded aud geullygon eh al, pat 
tlt tren, yarnorey, Dak, onrit Habra ght vais 
veh wat jel) brig cotanol ail te daourouar 
sod nt deo ee: agate hue qooh Oe myo 
noilta ot DUWOMR an wele bas yitaqeorg, sus 
ocrodinaes ” 
Ag unsoiliugat : i mene! lh eaizih 
levi! bog baer ubartibeeax 9 ator ety 
— ime off bp eaititog sult cane 
it) oil) attiw,: bateleeeeny ae ott ¥ 
ic vghol ot lo wxhiom daizotloon di bus, 4 
ie miei) alt bas tit. fopedse 
-noo Lin aad natleqaoeingl otlt lo e1sdina 
mse cae’ eyitvarto eal Deceit Senne oi 


1778 


{? a 
bes iusanen eas fl —_o 


re ” 4 i. 


ay 
bing avata. \gnunon arts cvaet Ti fe 
ectlur pineal jathane } jo seu ee 
fiattisa in ond Tae irnotinod off nO huimol jae 
cid to ono ei dew O SRiRd, oa, Gitenreod NE 
Tid sviszoraeng Bin tatiendreing TOU aoa 
anseot ods lo yam Jo aaah & bos 20% 
rol goinelg lao gaiiieess rod griqolgvaly 
Lal yyy al) awiad asililidiaadn 
(Moir oedoet atl para a aottoi ot) aol 
woll shinlolhaA, teed il 2 is ade s et ol veh, 
en wil Tp ¢reekoiy alt te fouitryypaot . mote Vs 
nate A, oli) coat cloitedileA (nik ace 7 
a jdnishbooY/ 7/7 pa Yu ratitgaule # 2hY odtnakl L, 
7) beak ae) $0 & ine Peers te yrile 
to eaw.ol (both ad weal’ eattly ke pad gp 
bus ewliod dint ia gers Pee deaneah beitged 
<i jo sot). sew fivie UY zoe, end i 
eT ld, te saab sterling Ri nl oxhorond ei 
sit bssigol nilisstl if 2 WG Ais “inno oe 
bag ,ortO bnigtnivot’) ni obsrr} rod RUOOQRW 
ot. croton. aM dpdenpell ot bosom, cadet 
odf ui one tel whan) ent de Aree ob bonnie 
ant junta 6d | ROO. apa Dei tod tesa jo — 
wel ene wowmdltoll oo sonshiea to, a7nli,. 
(les? eaten olf sht-cs wpun. aid biga BBB I, i bac 
oy act SORE HE carina oitiaonharedh ul 
sity teleteu haleged han prcodahtG oF, sig cs 3 
lire nee @ Sadaabien ontlimnarn weabiaay 4 
a oad 1 at god agape 
oi eneest wath ai pio, boris anit eis: 
iw Hoyos sal went | eae? f 
Hoviuset met nt 
ea oly | te 
Me 
saclildl r 


“1h . TE 


a ppd } 


e 


yt res 


1266 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL) RECORD 


they bought land, but they removed to Polk 
county, Mo., when he was eleven years of age. 
The father was a soldier during the Civil war 
under Price, and although previously a success- 
ful farmer, and a prominent man in his locality, 
the vicissitudes of war almost wrecked ‘him 
financially. After peace was restored he was 
obliged to start life anew with nothing but his 
Cee land and a yoke of oxen. The latter 
ars of his activity were spent in Polk county, 
Arie his death occurred just across the line 
in Dade county, at the age of forty vears. His 
son, L. P. Barker, was at this time about 
eighteen years of age, and had in the meantime 
acquired a fair education at the public schools. 
He continued to live with his mother until he 
became of age, and was married February 12, 
1876, to Elizabeth Amos, a native of Dade 
county. She was a daughter of William W. and 
Mary A. (Sears) Amos, and lost her mother. at 
the time of her birth. Her father is still living. 
She received a good common school education, 
and has been of great assistance to her husband 
in his labors. They have five children, Lewis, 
Allen, Edith, Walter and Homer. Mr. Barker 
bought a farm of one hundred and twenty acres, 
and was successful in general farming and stock- 
raising, but owing to an epidemic among his 
sheep, lost a great deal of money. 

Since coming to the territory Mr. Barker has 
shown commendable interest in all that pertains 
to the development of his locality, and represents 
the most progressive element in the county. 
Men of like character have ever been the back- 
bone of farming communities. In 1876 Mr. 
Barker cast his first presidential vote in favor 
of the Greenback party. He served as justice of 
the peace while living in Missourt, In 1894 he 
was nominated by the Populist party for county 
commissioner, and upon being elected, served in 
that capacity for four years. In 1900 he was 
nominated for sheriff. Fraternally he is asso- 
ciated with the Ancient Order of United Work- 
men, and the Woodmen of the World. He is 
a member of the Christian Church at,Pleasant 
Valley, and was one of the organizers of same. 


RNEST M. ABERNATHY. The general 

verdict of those who are competent judges 

is that Mr. Abernathy is one of the most 
enterprising business men of Cleveland county, 
and that Lexington is deeply indebted to him, 
in scores of ways, for the prosperity it now en- 
joys. The family has been prominent in this 
vicinity since the opening. J. Af. Abernathy 
was one of the three original founders of T.ex- 
ington, the others being Judge Green and VP. R. 
Smith.- THe made the race here from Purcell, 
J. T., and remained until the fall of the same 


-other departments. 


year, 1889, when he went to Oklahoma City, 
and there was associated in the real-estate bust- 
ness with Ie. J. Keller. In the spring of 1890, 
however, he returned to this place, where he died 
two years later. 

Ernest M. Abernathy is a native of Pulaski, 
Tenn., and there spent his early manhood. In 
partnership with J. B., he has been a member of 
the firm of Abernathy Brothers, and throughout 
his commercial career, he has been associated 
with one or more of his brothers in different 
lines of business. In the fall of 1890 they came 
to Lexington and opened a small store, 16x30 
feet in dimensions, and kept a good stock of 
groceries.. Soon our subject became the sole 
proprietor, and in the fall of 1892 added a line 
of hardware, and gradually branched out into 
For a few years the original 
structure sufficed, but thirty feet of space was 
added on the east in the course of time, and in 
1894 the whole building and stock of goods was 
destroved by fire, the loss exceeding $3,500. 
With commendable spirit, a brick building, 
50x140 feet, was immediately constructed on the 
site, one store being used for the drug depart- 
ment, and the rest being filled with general 
merchandise, a stock amounting to $15,000 in 
value always being carried. Here may be found 
dry-goods, groceries, drugs, clothing, hard- 
ware and general supplies. In fact, there prob- 
ably is not a superior establishment in any place 
of this size, or even larger ones, in, the territory 
this being the opinion of traveling salesmen and 
others, acquainted with the subject whereof they 
speak. 

In partnership with his brother, L. S. Aber- 
nathy, the subject of this article is interested in 
a store at Wanette, Okla.; owns a half interest in 
the J. O. Abernathy Lumber Company, of this 
place, which business was commenced in the 
spring of 1900; and is extensively engaged in 
the buying and shipping of cotton, handling 
more than haif of the proce of this region. 
He was one of the first to give his attention to 
this industry here, and built the first cotton-gin, 
from which about three or four thousand bales 
of cotton are turned out, ready for shipment, 
each year. T'rom time to time, he has invested 
in real-estate in Lexington and Oklahoma City. 
and in 1893 built an attractive modern residence 
for his family 

The marriage of Mr. Abernathy and Miss 
Mary Bilare. of Iowa City, took place in 1892. 
They have one son, Ewing B., a bright, prom- 
ising lad. 

In his political creed our subject is a Demo- 
erat. Te has acted in official capacities much of 
the time of late vears, and lovally aids in the 
promotion of all local enterprises. For two 
years; he served, efficiently as city vclerk, for a 
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PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


like period was member of the council, repre- 
senting the third ward, and served as city 
treasurer for two years, using the same good 
judgment and executive ability. which have 
marked his personal career. 


ANU Ly CLAY "One ob the: pioneers of 
Pottawatomie county, his residence here 
dating back to 1878. Mr. Clay is entitied to 

a prominent place in its history. Ele put up the 
first business buildings in Shawnee and Tecum- 
seh, and has been identified with the commercial 
enterprises of this locality for almost a quarter 
of a century. Recognizing his marked ability 
and regard for the public welfare, his fellow- 
citizens frequently have insisted upon his serving 
them in official positions, though he has not de- 
sired to leave the quiet walks of life. 

. This long-ago Indian trader of Shawneetown 
is one of the best-known citizens of the terri- 
tory. A native of Richland county, Ohio, born 
May 20, 1843, he removed to Williams county in 
bovhood, and there assisted in clearing a farm. 
January 4, 1864, witnessed his enlistment in 
Company G, Sixty-eighth Ohio Infantry, and 
from that time until the close of the war he faith- 
fully served in the ranks, never. being absent 
from his post of duty. Sent to the front, he was 
first under fire at the battle of Kenesaw Moun- 
tain, and thenceforth, throughout the Atlanta 
campaign, he was frequently engaged in im- 
portant battles. During the siege of Atlanta, he 
was in the thickest of the fight during one en- 
tire day, and. with his comrades took charge of 
the body of the unfortunate and gallant General 
McPherson. After completing the celebrated 
march to the sea with Sherman, he started north- 
ward on the Carolina campaign, and finally had 
the honor of taking part in the Grand Review at 
Washington. 

In 1870 Mr. Clay went to Humboldt, Kans., 
where he found employment as a carpenter, and 
soon was made foreman of a band of workmen, 
also running a saw-mill. The following year he 
proceeded to Muskogee, taking a saw-muill with 
him, and engaging in cutting timber for about a 
year. Having sprained his wrist, he took a po- 
sition as a clerk in a store, and thus, as a result 
of the accident, he became familiar with mer- 
chandising. From 1878 to 1882 he carried on 
business on his own account at Shawnee, after 
which he turned his attention to the cattle busi- 
ness for about a year, going to all parts of the 
territory. Resuming a general business at 
Shawnee, besides acting as an Indian trader, he 
remained there for some time, and for four 
years prior to the opening of Oklahoma, was 
located in the same enterprise at Econtuchka. 
After the opening he was numbered among the 
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merchants of Oklahoma City for about two 
years. On the day that the Pottawatomic 
country was opened, he came to Tecumseh, and 
at once commenced building a store, 24x28 feet 
in dimensions. Here he opened the first busi- 
ness establishment in the place and after a period 
it became necessary for him to enlarge his 
quarters. Twice he has built additions to the 
original structure, and in the near future he in- 
tends to erect a brick building 25x90 fect in 
dimensions. At present he owns considerable 
valuable real estate here, and for several years 
has been the president of the Tecumseh Bank. 
He was an important factor in getting the town 
incorporated, and was appointed and elected as 
one of the county commissioners, aiterward 
being made president of the board. At the ex- 
piration of his term, he was again nominated, 
but positively declined to serve a second time, 
and worked against his own election. In politics 
he is a stanch Republican, and cast his first 
ballot for Lincoln in 1864. Fraternally he is a 
charter member of the Odd Fellows lodge at 
Tecumseh, and for a number of years has been 
its treasurer, and now is vice-grand. Besides, 
he is a charter member of the local lodge of the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen. 

In August, 1889, Mr. Clay married Miss Min- 
nie Biggs, their union taking place in Trenton, 
Grundy county, Mo. They are the parents of 
one child, Frank by name, a promising lad. The 
family occupies a pleasant home, and many oi 
the luxuries of life now contribute to the comfort 
of its members. 


ILLIAM HILL RILEY, a well-known 

contractor and builder of El Reno, has 

been prominently identified with the 
educational interests of the city for many years, 
and has served in the capacity of president of the 
school board for the past six years. Ile is a 
very successful business man and has con- 
structed many of the residences and business 
houses here. 

Mr. Riley was born in Tazewell county, III. 
August 7, 1851, and is a son of Peter and Al- 
bertine Riley. His grandfather, who came from 
Treland and settled in Brown county, Ohio, 
changed the name from O'Riley to Riley. Peter 
Riley was born in Brown county, Ohio, where 
he followed farming for a time and then removed 
to Tazewell county, Ill He settled in Kansas 
in 1856, locating two and one-half miles from 
Fort Scott, and there witnessed many thrilling 
scenes incident to early life on the border. He 
organized a company for service in the Civil 
war and was elected captain, but the whole outfit 
was captured before the regiment could be per- 
fected. Afterward he joined the Sixth Kansas 
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Infantry and became a clerk, having charge of 
all the magazines at Fort Scott, and partici- 
pating in the famous Price raid. After the war 
he returned to his farm, where he still resides. 
In politics he is a Republican. A member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, he was commander 
of his post for many years. His wife, Albertine, 
was born in Illinois and was a daughter of Hill 
D. Staton, who was born in Ohio and was a 
farmer in McLean county, Ill, at the time of His 
death. He descended from an old New Eng- 
land family of English extraction. Mrs. Riley 
died when our subject was two yeas old, leav- 
ing besides him one other son, Franklin P., who 
died in Missouri. Mr. Riley had one son by his 
second marriage, and eight children by his third, 
six of whom are now living. 

William Hill Riley was reared in leaner and 
attended school during the Civil war. When he 
was fifteen years old he began to shift for him- 
self. He worked on a farm for one year, then 
farmed for himself until he was twenty years 
old. He became apprenticed to learn the car- 
penter’s trade under Charles Goodland, of 
Fort Scott, and one year later located at Baxter 
Springs, Kans., where he worked at his trade for 
two years. He then began contracting and 
building in Joplin, Mo., and there began the 
study of architecture, which he has since fol- 
lowed. 

In 1885 Mr. Riley accepted an appointment 
as carpenter and wheelwright for the Indians at 
Darlington Agency, one and one-half miles from 
Fort Reno, instructing the Indians in the work. 
He was superintendent of this department until 
June, 1889, when he resigned and located on a 
claim which he had taken up at the opening. He 
had made the run and secured a quarter section 
of land adjoining what is now El Reno on the 
east, being less than a half mile from the center 
of the town. On this place he has made many 
improvements, and is engaged in farming and 
stock-raising, having fine graded stock. His son 
now operates the farm. He began contracting 
and building when El Reno was laid out and was 
the first contractor here. Lumber was high at 
the start, being S80 per thousand and at that 
price the best could not be secured, many haul- 
ing their lumber from Oklahoma City. He has 
built many of the residences and business houses 
in the city. An organizer of the school board, 
he was one of its first directors, and has been 
president of the board for six years, meantime 
having been active in raising the standard of the 
schools to the highest in th territory, while the 
buildings and grounds are 1 keeping with the 
educational department. th each election ex- 
cept the last, he was elected to his office without 
opposition, and the last time he secured an 
overwhelming majority. 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


In Kansas Mr. Riley was united in marriage 
with Mary A. Hunter, who was born and reared 
in Illinois. They have an adopted son, G. N. 
Riley. Our subject is an active Democrat, and 
was one of the party organizers in the territory. 
He has been a delegate to every territorial con- 
vention, is a member of the territorial Demo- 
cratic committee, and is serving his second term 
as chairman of the Democratic central commit- 


tee. Fraternally he is a member of the Order of 
Odd Fellows, lodge and tae Knights 
of Pythias, of which he is past chancellor; Uni- 


form Rank, Knights of Pythias; Ancient Order 
of United Workmen: and Woodmen of the 


World. . Hlis wife is a member of the Christian 
Church. He is connected with the [kl Reno 
Club. 


ILAS M. RAMSEY, farmer, and registrar of 
deeds of Pottawatomie county, was born in 
Lewis county, Mo., December 5, .1845, and 

is a son of Silas and Henrietta (Baker) Ramsey. 

The youth of Mr. Ramsey was full of indus- 
trious application to the duties which accumu- 
lated on his father’s farm, and interspersed with 
sien at the district schools, where he re- 
ceived a fair education. When his parents had 
outlived their years of activity, he assumed 
charge of the home farm, and cared for them 
as long as they lived. He was married in Lewis 
county, September 13, 1871, to Mary A. Barke- 
lew, a native of Sandusky county, Ohio, and a 
daughter of H. A. and Charlotte L. Barkelew. 
For several years before her marriage Mrs. 
Ramsey was a school teacher, and had received 
an excellent education. When a child, she had 
removed from Ohio with her parents and settled 
in Missouri. There were four children in this 
family : Francis M., who is farming on Mr. Ram- 
sey’s s farm in this county; Archie B., at home; 
Florence J.; and Zetie A. Mrs. Ramsey died in 
Missouri in 1884, and was buried at Zion Hill 
cemetery, in Lewis county, that state. 

In 1891 Mr. Ramsey was one of the most 
hopeful and enthusiastic of thosé who assisted at 
the opening of the Pottawatomie country. He 
succeeded in locating on a claim on the north- 
west quarter of section 34, township 9, range 2 
east, upon which he has since spent the most 
satisfactory vears of his life. He carries on gen- 
eral farming and stock- raising, and his claim is 
well housed and fitted with the best modern 
labor-saving devices. There is a good orchard 
contaming three hundred fruit bearing trees, 
good water supply, and every natural advan- 
tage to assist in the management and success of 
a model farm. He has added to his original 
purchase in the territory cighty acres which were 
bought in March of 1900. 
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PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


The enterprise of Mr. Ramsey extends to the 
other members of the family, who are also the 
owners of property in the county. His oldest 
son has one hundred and sixty acres, the oldest 
daughter the same amount, and the youngest 
son has forty acres. In national politics Mr. 
Ramsey is athliated with the Democratic party, 
and although not an oflice-secker, is interested 
-in the issues and principles of his party. Fle was 
for ten years a member of the central committee. 
He also served as delegate to various county 
conventions in Missouri, and was a delegate to 
the first convention held in DPottawatomie 
county. In the fall of 1896 he was elected to 
his present position, and so satisfactory were 
his services, that he was re-elected in 1808. Frra- 
ternally he is associated with the Masons, having 
joined that organization in Monticello, Lewis 
county, Mo. He is now a member at Burnett, 
Okla. 

Mr. Ramsey is esteemed for his many ex- 
cellent and reliable traits of character, and for the 
generosity which impels interest in all that per- 
tains to the development and well-being of the 
community. 


LI KEFFER. Previous to coming to Okla- 
homa,, April“ 22,-.1889,. Mr. Keffer led a 
somewhat eventful life, interspersed with 
occupations that took him into different parts 
of the country. He was born in Hamilton 
county, Ind., in 1840, and is a son of Peter 
Keffer, a farmer. The ancestry of the family is 
German, the great-grandfather having been born 
in Germany. Peter Keffer was an early settler 
in Kentucky, and, upon removing to Indiana, 
was one of the first white settlers in the county, 
his nearest neighbor’ being fourteen miles dis- 
tant. In that wild and inhospitable country the 
energetic pioneer hewed his way, and reared his 
family. He came to an untimely death in 1862 
by being injured by a horse. He was a medical 
practitioner, and for nine years lived among 
the Indians, and ministered to their physical 
woes, at the same time giving great care and 
attention to the management of his well con- 
ducted farm. He served in the war of 1812. 
Eli Keffer was reared on his father’s farm, his 
youth being shadowed by the loss of his mother 
who died when he was very young. He had 
scant opportunities for acquiring an education, 
the work on the farm being imperative and ar- 
duous, and then, too, the schools were poorly 
fitted for giving instruction. The first event of 
importance in his life was the breaking out of 
the Civil war, when he enlisted in 1861, for three 
months. Later he enlisted for three years, in 
Company FE, Thirty-ninth Infantry. After two 
years the regiment became mounted infantry, 
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by order of the war department. Among his 
principal battles were SiInloh, Chickamauga, 
Stone river, and with Sherman to the sea. At 
the battle of Shiloh he was wounded through the 
right foot. He was seven times taken prisoner 
at Stone river, but managed to escape each time. 
He took part in the Stoneman raid, and was 
mustered out at Lexington, N. C., and dis- 
charged July 28, 1865, but was, however, held at 
Lexington for a time after the papers were made 
out. 

After the war Mr. Keffer, returned to his 
former home, and for two years suffered from 
the vicissitudes .of army life. In fact, he has 
never fully regained his health. In 1869 he de- 
cided to seek the west in search of better health 
and conditions, and with this in view sold out 
his interests, and settled in Sumner county, 
Kans., after which he returned to Ilinois, where 
he lived for eight years. He then removed to 
Wichita, Kans., and joined Captain Payne’s regi- 
ment of “Boomers,” and was in all the raids in 
which they took part. He then lived in Arkan- 
sas City for four years. At the opening of 
Oklahoma he located on the northeast quarter of 
section 15, township 17, range I east, which his 
care and perseverance have developed into one 
of the finest farms in Payne county. 

September 13, 1866, occurred the marriage of 
Mr. Keffer and Mary A. Walker, a daughter of 
Alvis Walker, of Indiana. Of this union there 
have been six children, of whom James A. and 
Charles O. are telegraph operators at El Paso, 
Tex.; Mamie L. is married and lives in Guthrie; 
Emma E., Leona M., and Roy Earl are at home. 
In political affiliation Mr. Keffer is associated 
with the Republican party, but has no political 
aspirations. He is regarded as one of the town- 
ship's most reliable and substantial farmers, and 
he has won the good will and esteem of all who 
know him by reason of his many excellent traits, 
and devotion to the public welfare. 


A. HALLMARK. Into the life of Mr. 
Hallmark, whose well-improved claim 
is located on the southeast quarter of 

section 8, township 9, range 3 west, Cleveland 
county, has come much of change and interest, 
and his rise to the successful position which he 
now occupies has been by overcoming many 
obstacles with which his path has been strewn. 

From his earliest youth he seems to have been 
destined to look out for himself in the world, for 
his parents died when he was but thirteen years 
of age, and he was thrown on his own respon- 
sibilities at an age when most boys are depen- 
dent on the care and affectionate interest of their 
parents. He was born in Blount county, Ala. 
April 1, 1850, and is a son of Stephen and Mary 
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(Morton) Hallmark. They were farmers’ and 
during the first years of his life he received a 
good education in the district schools. After 
the death of his parents he made his home with 
his _paternal grandmother for three years, at 
which time she died, and he was indeed alone 
in the world. Irom then until his eighteenth 
year he worked on farms by the month, and was 
then married to Elizabeth Self. Of this union 
there have since been four sons and two daugh- 
ters, of whom one is deceased. 

When twenty-six years of age mth Hallmark 
moved to Union county, Miss. .. Where he lived 
for two years, going thence to teen county, 
Tex., for ‘three years. His next field of . effort 
was the Indian Territory, in the vicinity of Jim- 
town, and after a year he returned to Texas, and 
remained in Cook county for two years. After 
returning to the Indian Territory he remained 
near Beef Creek for about two vears, and then 
made the run into the territory from Bear’s 
Crossing, and locatéd on the claim which has 
since been his home. His farm is well-improved, 
and the large amount of business accomplished 
has necessitated the renting of additional prop- 
erty, so that he farms about six hundred and 
fifty acres. Mrs. Hallmark died near Jimtown. 
The second marriage of Mr. Hallmark, in July, 
1883, was to Mrs. Rosa Adams, nee Bearden, 
and to this couple have been born three daugh- 
ters and two sons, now living. 

In 1893 Mr. Hallmark’s faith in the advantages 
of a residence in the territory were somewhat 
dampened, owing to the passing of a destruc- 
tive cyclone, which unroofed his log house, and 
left the various members of the family on the 
floor. All were more or less bruised, and the 
hired man died from the effects of injuries re- 
ceived. The damage to buildings and farm have 


since been repaired, and Mr. Hallmark has 
recovered from the severe financial loss in- 
volved. Aside from the responsibilities con- 


nected with his farm work he takes a vital in- 
terest in the all around improvement of his 
locality. As a Democrat, he is a worker for his 
party, but has no desire for political preferment. 


EORGE A. FOSTER. As the popular and 
competent sheriff of Noble county, Mr. 
Foster has gained the good-will and ap- 

probation of all intelligent and peace loving 
members and citizens of the community. As 
ameliorator between the discordant and law- 
abiding element, he has shown rare tact and 
judgment, as well as a profound knowledge of 
the inner workings of good and bad human na- 
ture. The position, which holds abundant op- 
portunity for the exercise of the “gentle art of 
making enemies,” has been utilized by this 


Mines. 
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guardian of the peace as a means of reform 
rather than punishment, the success of his plans 
resting largely upon the good feeling inspired by 
his fine personality, liberality, and good fellow- 
ship. 

Previous to his election in the fall of 1808, 
as sheriff on the Republican ticket, with a ma- 
jority over the fusion, Mr. l’oster had been 
living on a claim upon which he located in 1893. 
Situated on section 18, township 23, range 1 
west, this farm is one of the best in the county, 
has all modern and advanced appliances, in- 
cluding fine residence and out buildings. Lo- 
cated in Red Rock township, on Red Rock 
creek, it is all bottom land, and produces the 


most desirable crops. To facilitate his large 
general-farming and stock-raising enterprises, 


Mr. Foster also has a half section school land, 
which is used solely for pasture. While retain- 
ing possession of his farm lands, he at the 
present time resides in the town of Perry, and 
includes among his other interests, his position 
as stockholder and director in the Noble County 
Bank. In innumerable ways he has evinced a 
keen interest in the undertakings for the up- 
building of his town and locality, and has con- 
tributed generously toward many ventures of 
importance. 

A native of Preble county, Ohio, Mr. Foster 
was born May 8, 1856, and was the oldest son 
in a family of nine children, of whom two sons 
and two daughters are now living. The father, 
S. C. Foster, was born near Camden, N. J., and 
about 1840 settled in Ohio, where he engaged 
in his trade of wagonmaker, and where he even- 
tually died. During the Civil war he served in 
the Ninety-third Ohio regiment, and was honor- 
ably discharged for disability, which terminated 
in his death. The mother of this family, Mrs. 
Hannah Foster, was also born near Camd len, 
N. J., and died in Ohio. 

After an education in the public schools, Mr. 
Foster studied at the Morning Sun Academy. 
In 1881 he sought the far west as a field of 
operation, and for eighteen months remained in 
Breckenridge, Colo., and then went to Philips- 
burg, Mont., where he remained for two years. 
He was there overseer in the Granite Mountain 
In the fall of 1884 he settled in Lincoln 
county, Kans., and located six miles from Lin- 
coln Center, on a farm at the junction of the 
Elkhorn and Saline rivers. A more desirable 
location could hardly be found, and he carried 
ona general farming and stock-raising industry 
there until 1893, when he sold his farm and de- 
cided to try his fortunes in Oklahoma. 

While living in Lincoln county, Kans., Mr. 
Foster was married to Sarah R. Deppen, born 
in Reading, Pa., and a daughter of I’. Z. Deppen, 
a farmer in Lincoln county, and a veteran of the 
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Civil war. He enlisted when sixteen years of 
age in the Hifty-fifth Pennsylvania Regiment, 
and by successive promotions reached the rank 
of captain. To Mr. and Mrs. Foster have been 
born three children, Ralph E., Fay F., and 
Mabel. In the political world Mr. Foster has 
identified himself with the Republican party. 
In Kansas he was township clerk, and since com- 
ing to the territory. has been county commis- 
.sioner from his township, and a candidate for 
sheriff in 1896, at which time he was defeated by 
only eighty-one votes. He is a member of the 
Oklahoma Association of County Sheriffs. 


S. DUNGAN has a well-conducted and 
profitable claim located on the northeast 
quarter of section 17, township 13, range 6, 

Canadian county, and is accounted one of the 
enterprising and progressive agriculturists of his 
section of the country. 

Mr. Dungan was born in Linn county, Iowa, 
September 17, 1861, and is a son of Joseph R. 
and Elizabeth (Snyder) Dungan, worthy and in- 
dustrious farmers of Linn county. When their 
son I. S. was but two years old, he was taken 
by his parents to Cloud county, Kans., where 
his father homesteaded a claim, and where he 
was reared and lived until after the opening of 
Oklahoma. He was surrounded by influences 
that contribute to the building of a stable char- 
acter, and early learned the dignity and praise- 
worthiness of an agricultural existence when 
conducted on broad and liberal lines. In the 
district schools of his county he derived a fair 
education, and later acquired considerable 
knowledge of business methods. 

December 29, 1889, in Cloud county, Kans., 
Mr. Dungan married Julia Smith, a daughter of 
P, A. and Barbara Smith. To this couple there 
were born two children, Luther and Lulu. In 
the spring of 1890 Mr. Dungan took up his resi- 
dence in Oklahoma, locating upon the place 
where he is living at the present time. His con- 
ditions were at first exceedingly primitive, for 
he lived in a sod house until he could find 
time to build a better one. His family arrived 
the fall after he took up his claim. Mrs. Dun- 
gan died in Oklahoma in 1893. The second 
Mrs. Dungan was Cora Geoffrey, a former, 
teacher in the neighborhood, and a woman of 
fine educational attainments. They have one 
child. 

In politics Mr. Dungan is independent. He 
has never been an office seeker. He is a broad- 
minded and pushing member of the vast army 
who have made Oklahoma the scene of their 
best efforts, and is esteemed for his gencrosity 
in contributing time and ideas toward the carry- 


ing out of the various schemes for the better- 
ment of the general welfare. 


UGUST KEIL, a native of Germany, spent 
his youth in the fatherland, where he had 
the practical home training of the average 

German lad, and also their excellent opportunt- 
ties for acquiring an education. His parents, 
Godfried and Rosie Neil, were born in Germany, 
and died there. 

August Keil was married in Germany in 1866. 
In 1874 he came to America and settled near 
Atchison, JSans., where he remained for nine 
years, and engaged in agriculture. Later he 
farmed in Saline county for eight years. In 1892 
he came to Oklahoma, and settled on the north- 
west quarter of section 11, township 17, range 4, 
Logan county. For a long time he had been in 
poor health, which he had honed to overcome in 
the new territory. Failing-to do so, he was 
persuaded to go to Colorado, but the expecta- 
tions of family and friends were doomed to 
disappointment, for he died there in March, 
1806. 

3ereft of a loving husband and father, Mrs. 
Keil and her children were thrown on their 
own resources, dependent upon whatever they 
could obtain from the land left them. The chil- 
dren were ready and capable, and had the truly 
German devotion to their mother, and lcyalty 
among themselves. Mrs. Keil was an excellent 
manager and shrewd business woman, and the 
mutual co-operation of mother and children ac- 
complished wonders in the way of developing 
their property, and reducing it ‘to a state of 
utility and resource. At the present time ninety 
acres of timber land have been cleared and im- 
proved, and the farm is now one of the best in 
the county. 

Mrs. Keil is justly proud of her strong, 
healthyand capable sons and daughters. August, 
the eldest, was born in Germany, August 15, 
1867, married Clara Shogren, has four children, 
and lives on the home farm. Rosie, now Mrs. 
Pyeatt, was born in Germany, March 109, 1869, 
and her husband is a merchant in Crescent City, 
Okla.;, they have two children... Ida, Mrs. Bar- 
ney, of Colorado, was born in Germany, l*ebru- 
ary 19, 1872. Anna L. was-born in Atchison 
county, Nans., July 4, 1874, and spends most of 
her time in Victor, Colo.- Frederick was born in 
Kansas, October 16, 1876, is living at home, and 
assists in the farm work; Charles was born in 
Kansas, April 4, 1879, and lives in Colorado; 
Iernest, twin brother of Charles, died in infancy. 
Otto was born April 14, 1881, in Atchison 
county, Kans., and is living at home; Oscar, twin 
brother of Otto, 1s also living at home; Lizzie 
was born September 27, 1883, and is at home; 
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Emma was born November 26, 1886, in Kansas, 
and is at home. 


W.. KLINGLESMITH,.a highly esteemed 
citizen of Cleveland county, was the choice 
of his party in 1893 for representative in 

the legislature, and, though he was not elected, 
the race was so close that the election was con- 
tested. In the autumn of 1900 he was again the 
nominee of the Populists, who gave him a flat- 
tering vote. Formerly he was identified with 
the Democratic party, but now prefers the plat- 
form and methods of the Populists, in whose 
ranks he is an active worker. 

This gentleman, who erected and owned the 
first store building in Noble, and who has been 
intimately associated with the development of 
this locality, is a native of Hardin county, Ky,., 
his birth having occurred September 25, 1852. 


His parents, L. P. and Elizabeth (French) 
Klinglesmith were agriculturists, and he was 


reared as a farmer's boy, receiving practical les- 
sons in the calling to which he was destined to 
devote the greater share of his life. As he was 
ambitious to obtain a good education he studied 
hard, and at nineteen entered college, where he 
pursued the higher branches of knowledge for 
two and a half years. Throughout his course he 
was self-supporting, and was obliged to borrow 
some of the fund necessary. For that reason he 
did not finish his collegiate course, as he greatly 
desired. Soon after his return to his home dis- 
trict, he was elected constable. As such he 
served acceptably for three vears, and then com- 
menced traveling as a salesman. lor a number 
of years he was thus occupied, a portion of the 
time representing prominent dealers in fruit 
trees. In the line of his business he visited Ken- 
tucky, Jndiana, Missouri, Kansas, the Indian 
Territory and Texas, and for five years was in 
the employ of a Dayton (Ohio) firm, 

June 30, 1885, Mr. Klinglesmith and Miss 

Sarah. Smith were married at Vine Creek, Kans. 
She i is a lady of liberal education and completed 
her studies in the Agricultural College of Kan- 
sas. A native of Brighton, Iowa, she is a daugh- 
ter of Capt. Joseph and Nancy (Compton) Smith. 
The mother died in lowa City, to which place 
they had removed after the Civil war. At Keota, 
same state, the father built a mill, and for a 
number of years resided in the town, then locat- 
ing in Ottawa county, Kans. He now owns a 
farm in this county, but makes his home with his 
daughter. He is a native of Clark county, Ohio, 
born January 9, 1835.,. Well educated. for | his 
day, he was a successful teacher for years. In 
August, 1862, he enlisted in the Thirtieth Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry, and was made first lieuten- 
ant of Company Ic. Many of the notable cam- 
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paigns of the war were participated in by the 
young officer, who was promoted for bravery 
at the siege of Vicksburg. Under the leader- 
ship of General Sherman, he went on the march 
to the sea, and at Cherokee Station, Ala., a minie 
ball lodged in his hip, and was not removed until 
March 1, 1866. At the charge on the brick house 
at Atlanta, he was shot in the left arm, but re- 
mained in the army until June 5, 1865, when he 
was mustered out, after being present in the 
grand review at Washington. 

Three children were born to Mr. and Mlrs. 
Klinglesmith, namely: Joseph E., May 2, 1886, 
in Rooks county, Kans.; James W., Jr., born in 
Norton -county, same state, September 9, 1888; 
and Ruth E., born in this county, September 
II, 1893. 

For several years our subject was engaged 
in the dry-goo : business in Kansas and met 
with fair success in the enterprise. In 1889 he 
made the race into this territory and located a 
farm on the northeast quarter of section 26, 
township 8, range 2 west. This place is now 
managed by his father, who has lived there for 
several years. Jor himself, he decided to em- 
bark in business, and, building a store in Noble 
he conducted a good trade until his possessions 
were destroyed by fire, in April, 1893. His 
losses were almost total, and his next venture 
was as a farmer and stock-raiser. He owns two 
hundred and twenty-five acres of good land here, 
and makes a specialty of raising thoroughbred 
Jersey cattle, his herds being as fine as can be 
seen anywhere in the West. The only ira- 
ternal organization with which he is connected 
is that of the Woodmen of the World. He isa 
charter member of the lodge at Noble, and 


present is holding the chair of consul com- 
mander. 
EORGE W. GRAHAM. -For six :years 


Mr. Graham was identified with the busi- 

ness men of Enid, which is centraily lo- 
cated in Garfield county. For two vears he was 
engaged in the loan and insurance business, rep- 
resenting several important companies, among 
others the Underwriters of New York, the Com- 
mercial Union, the Hamburg-Bremen, and the 
Orient. He made a specialty of loaning money 
to farmers, with whom his business dealings 
Were transacted without friction or unpleasant- 
ness in nearly every instance. 

Mr. Graham's ancestors were of the old Scotch 
Presbyterian stock. His grandfather, George 
Graham, was born in the northern part of Ire- 
land, and was brought to the United States when 
he was young, the family becoming pioneers of 
White county, HL In his youth he learned the 
cooper’s trade and on his own farm carried on 
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an extensive manufactory for a number of vears. 
On the old homestead near Carmi, Ill., our sub- 
ject’s father, George Graham, was born, and 
in his early manhood he also learned the coop- 
er’s trade. During the Civil war he enlisted in 
Company I, Eighty-seventh Hlinois Volunteer 
Infantry, and served in ‘the ranks for three 
years. Later he removed to Missouri, where he 
‘engaged in the milling business, and for a dec- 
ade or more conducted a mill on the Grand 
river at Gallatin. 

At length the mills were burned down, Mr. 
Graham thus losing the bulk of his possessions. 
In 1875 he settled on a farm in Barton county, 


IKans., and four vears later removed to Me- 
Pherson, Kans., where he started a marble 
works. He continued this enterprise until 


shortly before his death, which event occurred 
in the fall of 1891. He belonged to the Grand 
Army of the Republic, and in religion was a 
Baptist. His wife, Mary J., daughter of John 
Hickeson, was born in White county, Ili., and 
died in Kansas in lebruary, 1886. Her father 
was a farmer in Illinois for many years, and 
originally came from Nentuckvy. Of the nine 
children born to George and Mary Graham, six 
grew to maturity and four survive. 

George W. Graham was born July 15, 1864, 
near Carmi, Il. His boyhood was spent in his 
native state and in Missouri and Kansas, and his 
education was completed in the high school at 
McPherson, Kans. Afterwards he assisted his 
father in the marble and granite business, which 
was the largest concern of the kind in that por- 
tion of the state. 

In 1893 Mr. Graham disposed of his financial 
interests, in order to cast in his lot with the peo- 
ple of Oklahoma. Becoming a citizen of Enid 
that autumn he located a lot and built a resi- 
dence. Kor a year he carried on a real-estate 
and loan business, and in 1894 took an active 
part in organizing the Enid State Bank, of 
which he became cashier and manager. At the 
end of two years he sold out and engaged in the 
live-stock business, buying, selling and shipping 
cattle extensively until 1898. Afterward he gave 
his attention to the insurance business and 
loaned money on farms and chattels. 

For one term Mr. Graham served acceptably 
as city treasurer of Ienid, being elected by the 
Republicans, with which party he has been affili- 
ated since vouth. Ife was initiated into Masonry 
in- Enid Lodge No. 19, .A.F..&,A..M.,.and has 
taken the Royal Arch degree. He is a past olfi- 
cer in the Knights of Pythias, the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen, the Woodmen of the 
World and the Odd Icllows order. 

In the fall of 1888 Mr. Graham was marrred, 
nv McPherson), INans.,yto, Missy. EXttay Ne Wise: 
a native of Kokomo, Ind. By their union they 


have three sons, namely: George W., Jr.. Roy 
W.. and. James, E. Mr: Grahanm.and wife are 
members of the Christian Church and are gen- 
erous contributors to religious and benevolent 
enterprises. 

In July, 1900, Mr. Graham removed to Ren- 
frow and organized the first bank there, being 
cashier of the same at the present time. 


IRGIL| A. WOOD,;M..D., ‘has thoroughly 

identified himself with the interests of his 

adopted locality in Oklahoma, and on his 
well-conducted claim, located on the northeast 
quarter ef section 22, township 22, range 5, 
Garfield county, he has wielded a considerable 
and extended influence upon the agricultural 
growth of the community. 

Born in Georgia, August 12, 1849, Dr. Wood 
is a son of James and Marv (Turner) Wood. 
When quite young he was taken by his parents 
to Arkansas, where he received an excellent 
home training on his father’s farm, and equally 
good advantages in an educational way at Wal- 
laceburg Academy, where he was prepared for 


corse At the age of twenty-three he entered 
. John’s College, and at the expiration of a 


year began to teach school, and was chosen su- 
perintendent of public instruction, serving for 
one year. While teaching school he was also 
studying medicine, and in due time was grad- 
uated from the Kentucky School of Medicine, at 
Louisville. The first years of practice were 
undertaken in his former home in Arkansas, 
where he continued to minister to the physical 
woes of the community until the opening of 
Oklahoma in 1889. He made the run to the 
territory, April 22, and located in Oklahoma 
City, going, after a time, to Norman. At the 
opening of the strip, he again made the run and 
located upon the claim which has since been 
the scene of his earnest efforts in more than 
one line of occupation. His farm is well im- 
proved, and, in order to carry out his large in- 
terests, he has been obliged to lease school land. 

Dr. Wood keeps in touch with the progress 
made in his profession in all parts of the world. 
and his researches have been conducted on 
broad and progressive lines. He is a member 
of the Garfield County Medical Association and 
the District Medical Association, and_ presided 
over the former for one year. His progressive 
ideas are propagated by means of papers read 
before associations and through their publica- 
tion in the medical journals. We has made an 
exhaustive study of the diagnosis and treatment 
of typhoid fever. 

In 1874 occurred the marriage of Dr. Wood 
and Sarah C. Robins, of Wallaceburg, Ark.. 
daughter of S. Hl. and Sarah (Turner) Robins. 
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Though born in Georgia, Dr. Wood is a believer 
in the principles of the Republican party, and 
has been conspicuously identified with its under- 
takings. He served for four years as a member 
of the pension board, and was county physician 
for one year. On various occasions he has.acted 
as delegate to conventions, and in 1898 was 
elected to the legislature. While holding this 
position the doctor evinced in many ways his 
interest in the well-being of his locality, and 
was the author of pharmacy and military bills, 
and also a bill providing for the necessities of 
medical students, who, through the absence of 
legitimate means, are wont to ‘resort to violation 
of the law in order to secure subjects for dis- 
section. In religious work Dr. Wood has ever 
evinced a commendable interest, and was instru- 
mental in starting the Baptist Church in his lo- 
cality, of which he is a member and deacon. 
Fraternally he is associated with the Ebenezer 
Lodge No. 139, at Wallaceburg, Ark., and of 
which he has filled all the chairs, except Wor- 
shipful Master. He has now transferred his 
membership to the lodge at Norman. 


Jj. WOLCOTT, M. .; who has, been“en- 
gaged in the practice of medicine at Chan- 
dler since 1893, was born in Barry county, 

Mich., September 17, 1843, and is a son of Par- 
menio and Alzina L. (Turner) Wolcott. | His 
grandfather, Parmenio Wolcott, Sr., a native of 
Connecticut, was a soldier in the war of 1812, 
and died near Elyria, Ohio. The family is of 
Holland-Dutch descent. Parmenio Wolcott, 
Jr., also a native of Connecticut, was married 
in New York, and became a planter in Florida, 
remaining there until 1863, when he came to the 
north, his Abolition principles making the south 
an undesirable place of residence at the time. 
Settling in Michigan he engaged in government 
contracting, buying and furnishing. horses for 
the government for some years Later he was 
appointed agent for a remnant of the Huron 
Indians still living in Michigan. From Barry 
county, Mich., he came to Illinois in 1869 and 
settled in McHenry county, where he en- 
gaged in farm pursuits. His next move 
was to Fielding, Dekalb county, Ill, where 
he died. His wife was born thirteen miles 
from St. Augustine, Fla., and her father, Cyrus 
Turner, was a native of the same locality, while 
her mother was a member of the well-known 
I'rench Creole family of Fatons. She died in 
Illinois. 

The only child of his parents, 
was given excellent advantages when a boy, 
spending his winters in Florida and his sum- 
mers inthe north. Tora time he made his home 
With ia) crippled tinele,; Dr. Horace’ Cr Lumen, 
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for whom he cared, and through whose influence 
he became interested in medicine. His studies 
were carried on in Albion College, after which, 
in 1866, he took up the study of medicine under 
Dr. Uriah Upjohn, of Kalamazoo, later taking 
a course in Rush Medical College for a year. 
His next study was in the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons in Atlanta, Ga., from which he 
graduated in 1870, with the degree of M. D. 
His first practice was in Poplar Grove, Boone 
county, Ill., where he remained for a year, after- 
ward practicing in Fielding, IL, later traveline 
in Texas, and then starting w est with the inten. 
tion of settling in Leadville, Colo. On his arrival 
at Atcliison, ‘Kans., he found that the railroad 
had been extended west, and he secured an ap- 
pointment as surgeon for roads on the front, 
until the completion of the same. On resigning 
as surgeon, he opened an office in Long Island, 
Phillips county, Ikans., where he both practiced 
medicine and conducted a pharmacy, also inter- 
ested himself in ranching. For two years after- 
ward he traveled in Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, 
Nevada and Montana, thus gaining a very thor- 
ough knowledge of the great west. 

April 1s 1893, found Dr. Wolcott in Chandler, 
where he has hes practiced medicine and 
surgery. Under the administration of President 
Cleveland, he served as a member of the pen- 
sion board and acted as secretary of the same. 
In addition to his practice, he has other impor- 
tant interests. He is especially fond of horses 
and owns a number that have reputations 
throughout Oklahoma and the west. Among 
these is the thoroughbred dam, Squaw, sired 
by Hickory, and an animal that has a remarka- 
ble record, having defeated Lamplighter and 
Miner Girl in hotly contested races. 

Politically Dr. Wolcott is a Democrat. He 
was made a Mason in Huntley, Il., and has re- 
ceived the Royal Arch degree. His marriage 
took place in Woodstock, IL, and united him 
with Miss Anna K. Knapp, who was born in 
Westchester county, N. Y., and accompanied 
her father, Jared Knapp, to Illinois. Two 
daughters comprise the family of Dr. and Mrs. 
Wolcott. The elder, Jo, was educated in the 
Kansas State Normal School at Emporia, and 
is now teaching in Chandler. The younger, 
Constance, is attending the University of Okla- 
homa, where she is taking a course in phar- 
macy. 


OHN R. MILLER, one of the pioneer black- 
smiths and carriage manufacturers of Okla- 
homa, and a founder of Chandler, is a de- 

scendant of old Pennsylvania families, his 
ancestors having been among the founders of 
York and Perry counties. This grandfather 
























— ™ > iw eas Dy 

as ¥ 7 , ij — 7 ; 

ue ste ae owe TAS RUTANOO a3 a WAT * LAN TSHOA 

P qrag i y a | 

i { it t Ax3 1&6 if aL sree at) at G0 aioe 
la yifotein of bobs ini ov aed ot = dove’ neva ile i ‘be Wo al 

rad who neidlA wine bens srw rab, ditty Bo iti fo Q 

boul cay ni shal} JI7F ‘ ee t ast ya ys Aa 

_ , Abehy ' meryeyia Vintioy RW loreg Rigi’, 


: ; te), orp bet fog andtenony HOrTRY nc? mn evar) 1a 





te ity are oe 4” Hf ae peries iyi sMIoO> of otegok ob” 
Ba if it# “i eile) tie Lith 2 iets Bib iOg oft { fi. esa te ros) an a bai: ale 
rool oly thi OQet im mbes i youl VISE ais yOH Ob “edt vei: 


wierd trl! i enw setg lath er) t nn eatilisc: 1 eis ta guisd- ‘How oft art des 
404 borne ‘b Oe o2o7 H rey ltd ywienlin bias ype! sintehey jo tailtis ott de 
aie bois a i 418 jo eeiizesoac ot Tol weibiyorg, iid oats bres 






























} on 4 oles * . + -‘, 
; tes Pimes oi) Ae t fit lo Soio2ce Ts CBU T. ivy entra! ne inaiba 
lWoD oti my = “Honslor? of fox? Of tre oie 2nsort Jase 
wi j i i i Wy Wu 2395 (dn NVFD9R OF Slt (tt wal ot 
“iy botins gd bad ava gel boove SOL aay ef Tailsa' rl 1G 
ate SA? ne: eB NRE wy _aeenieew bile Feawiin: sldsittanres ate 
“- +. ms 7 , sy ‘ - y = 
' j Hy St fT) LPP Tees Serea igi are fit | 
ff; ment ' rH) Of LtO9R INE #6 coseh Das 79eileieta w& 2 selon oirtyy io 
lrarueton cial } TRA voice pitti TITS feed of hy tay bead, (ee ; ai poe diam 
- / Jq99%8 2 
Sane Vow ein atl “ sojeahl 
, by el 1OV, 56 wybal off-o1 giftaraed 
7 | aa i ‘ ! 
7 t j ; f i ¢ ty ] T 
{ 1 i r yr arty ty 7 i t 
| rma Dery 
q mae ia 
j ny ivtert i 
P re asiry 
j a ov? oar 
- } 


‘ : : : f th ri } fh SH pasii: ee yy 
7 mind. 3 repels ua) ryt j t vitae! off) ‘atdO MPA “Roe ‘Baib- bas 
I} ' av! otvwwoel Adesasbh Asi basiier { 

n : HmifsnRO! to 5 URI & oak at 


7 6 y Fe 7 at vt 
; rheys sil \ } » % f | 1 i 2°) SEL Bi) A IEhoOeo DNL ATS wo oth 
iy vi rea fan 12) hors of dor pOAt them Jot aninignted 
+ f ; { PLiS ait 13? REPARIA PESTETCE oF ilo ait tae 
7 7 ; » ere Oar a ae ae sigh ay x 
‘fj t¥s - Sitd 3h J Piste 3 Ha 3 RTE nD j 5% 
ts dd stennlotlt tt ies or 





a i i t a : t ; re f “eT itstru fot ‘yy Ti nid guitoaniges 
‘ ay ini 1G.4 WY SiGe Of Tio ate reat? “ot i 


‘ 


Vivi ms? Gh i A206 botinoqae 






its rene miest® wnaitsilt al anivil Tee entethe 
LAS af ? sla & | i bag PAD TE, oA IG <4 














isin; 4 pt omelet att haod ew ott i ‘both | 
.) ; t L3 Ti yy y r) + or ini issn! he Dye aD stither gud. 3A me 
' w ileool Sooke SH! Vo Svitae 8 s anu orm ® 

tove “oelt To yodinent m anv etl 

2 capetedl to i sloarD. ent 

















Rint tose 7.4 PHI 
h hunt bien serie vot & nodW eameins ihn salto ae 
} 


wifi ctnaglsen P fle tee Dekh “ne ra tet abit T' a oer it | 
ick ithe Se EL) rad ENMnh’! ont iid ohin itt Sif ovyil) & wel pa 





= og z r ey» 3) Wate 


par ht he ( 7 ria ¢ ren +. ya , POT I 2 "ver. ad Sloan 





y 
vii 


PORTRAIT) AND) BIOGRARENICAL RECORD 


Miller devoted his life to the clearing and culti- 
vating of a farm in York county, and his grand- 
father, George Rouse, of German descent, was 
a farmer of Perry county until his death, when 
Over four-score years old 

The parents of our subject were Edward and 
Susan Miller, natives of York and-Perry coun- 
ties, respectively. In his early 
father learned the weaver’s trade, 
ing to Roseburgh, Pa., he carried on a farm for 
some time, later settling in Lloydville, same 
county, where he built and managed a tannery. 
The peculiar quality of “rock” oaks in the vicin- 
ity was such that the finest sole-leather produced 
in the country was manufactured there. Mr. 
Miller continued in the business until well along 
in years, when he retired. His age at death 
Was eighty-eight years, and his dev oted wife sur- 
vived him but three days. One of their seven 
children died when young, and one has since 
passed away. 

Born January 8, 1852, in Roseburgh, Pa., our 
subject was reared in Perry county, and ob- 
tained an excellent education in the grammar 
and high schools, subsequently being graduated 
in the Bloomfield Academy. His brothers also 
won honors in their classes, and Edward is a 
leading worker in the educational fields of St. 
Louis to-day. Milton is practicing law in Wich- 
ita, Kans., and Andrew is a merchant of Win- 
dom, Ill. The only living sister, Mrs. Maggie 
Swarts, lives in Beaver, Til. 

In his youth our subject learned his father’s 
trade, but afterwards commenced serving a three 
years’ apprenticeship to the blacksmith’s trade, 
at Lloydville. After completing his term of serv- 
ice, he worked as a journeyman for a year at 

3ridgeport, Pa., and then, returning to Lloyd- 

ville, embarked in business on his own account, 
also manufacturing carriages. In the spring of 
1884 he sold out and settled in Brainerd, Kans., 
where he established large shops and conducted 
a flourishing business until Oklahoma was 
opened to settlement. 

April 22, 1880, he arrived in Guthrie on the 
second train, and, having located some tots in 
the business section of the city, proceeded in- 
dustriously to work. He had taken apart his 
Kansas building and shipped it to Guthrie, to- 


but, remoyv- 


gether with needed tools and equipments for his’ 


plant. Putting the shop up :at the corner of 
Cleveland and Division streets. he engaged in 
business there, and met with success. A favor- 
able opportunity presenting itself, he sold out. 
September 22, 1891, he came to Chandler, where 
he located some lots on Twelfth street. Tere he 
built substantial shops, 25x65 feet, and manufac- 
tures wagons and carriages, besides carrying on 
a blacksmith department, where he makes a 
specialty of doing fine horseshoeing. Tle owns 


manhood the 
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a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, two miles 
from the city, and has improved it with a goo 
house and other buildings. Jor some time he 
lived upon the farm, but now is domiciled in the 
city, as his increasing trade demands. 

In all of his enterprises, joys and sorrows, 
Mr. Miller has found a faithful coadjutor in his 
wife, formerly Miss Mary Jane Jacobs. Shy 
also is a native of Pennsylvania, in which state 


she) lived! ,at,.the, time,,of . her. marriage, This 
worthy couple are members of the Baptist 
Church of Chandler, and are active in many 


good works of benevolence. Fraternally Mr. 
Miller belongs to the Royal Tribe of Joseph, and 
is identified with Chandler Lodge No.0}. 1..C. 
O. F. Politically he uses his ballot in favor of 
the Democratic platform and nominees 


LIVER L. JEWETT, a prosperous farmer 
and stock-raiser residing on the southeast 
quarter of section 20, township 18, range 

1 east, Payne county, was born in Ogle county, 
Ill., May 2, 1862. His parents, James and Jane 
(Batty) Jewett, are natives, respectively, of Ohio 
and England: At an early day the father sct- 
tled in Illinois and took up gevernment land 
in Ogle county, which land is still in the posses- 
sion of himself and wife. After their long and 
active life, they are now retired from active par- 
ticipation in business or farming affairs, and are 
living in the town of Fairdale. 

Upon the farm which had been the scene of 
his father’s early efforts, Oliver Jewett was born 
and reared to manhood. While being trained 
to agricultural pursuits, he studied diligently 
at the district schools, and eventually took a 
course at Brvant & Stratton’s Business College, 
in Chicago. When twenty-one years of age, he 
decided to start out in the world for himself, and 
engaged in the hardware business in Cowley 
county, Kans. After a season of comparative 
success, he sold his hardware interests, and for 
two years: interested himself in buying grain. 
At the end of this time he located on the claim 
in Payne county which has since been the scene 
of his successful ventures. 

December 21, 1886, Mr. Jewett was united in 
marriage with Emma Pittman, a daughter of 
George and Esther Pittman. Of this union there 
are five children, of whom I&édith is the onlv one 
born in Kansas, Mabel, Ruby, Fay and Ralph 
having been born in Oklahoma. 

The special line of work on the farm to which 
Mr. Jewett devotes most of his time is the rais- 
ing of Poland-China hogs, in which he has been 
most successful, and for which there is a market 
inmany of the nuddle and western states. Tis 
fine line of blue-bloods has just been added to 
by the purchase of an especially fine animal from 
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Id. Wleaver, the well-known hog-raiser. The 
industry has proved remunerative to Mr. Jew- 


ett, for he receives good prices for his hogs. He 
is also interested in the cultivation of Polled- 
Angus stock, and expects to derive considerable 
revenue from that source in the near future. 
His place is known as the Woodland ae 
Farm, and is admirably suited to the needs of its 
owner. Finely cultivated, and fitted with all 
modern deviees, good house, buildings, and all- 
around improvements, it is a credit to the locality 
in which it is situated, and a matter of pride 
to the owner. 

In politics Mr. Jewett is affiliated with the 
Democratic party, and firmly believes in its prin- 
ciples and issues. Fraternally he is associated 
with the Ancient Order of United Workmen 
and is a charter member of the lodge at Still- 
water. Mrs. Jewett is a member of the Christian 


Church. 


ICH AR DUE. P.. MESSALL, 

family came from Germany and was first 

represented in America by Gottlieb Mes- 
sall, a miller in Posen, Germany, who 
tled in Waukesha, Wis., but after a year removed 
to Marysville, Kans. In the latter town for 
eleven years he had charge of mills owned by 
Perry Hutchinson. Owing to arduous and in- 
creasing responsibilities connected with his em- 
ploy ment, he was finally obliged to resign his 
position. Later he embarked in the manufac- 
ture of soda water. In 1897 he came to Enid, 
where he has since lived. He married Emily 
Stettnish, whose father was a land-owner and 
prominent man in his part of Germany, but 
came. ¢o.,/America and settled in. Marysville, 
Kans., where he died. Two children were born 
to Gottlieb and Emily Messall, of whom Rich- 
ard is the elder. The younger, Frank, lives in 
Enid and is manager of his “father’s soda-water 
business. 

In; Marshall county, Kans., Richard E..'P. 
Messall was born January 16, 1874. He was 
educated in the public schools of Marysville, 
and graduated from the high school in 1&go, 
after which he went into business with his father. 
September 16, 1893, he made the run into [nid, 
where he bought a lot and built the bottling 
works, the first industry of its kind in the city. 
The rapidity of the transaction .was startling. 
The business was started on Saturday, the build- 
ing erected on Monday, and the plant in full 
swing by Tuesday. Since then the business has 
been continued with unabated success. In ad- 
dition, Mr. Messall is agent for Garfield county, 
for the Pabst and Anheuser-Busch brewing 
concerns. The bottling works do a large busi- 
ness in bottling the Cherokee mineral water. 


The Messall 


sel- 


> opera-house, 


PORTRAIT, AND, BIOGRAPHICAL: RECORD 


Mr. Messall’s 


mediate concerns. 


interests extend beyond his im- 
He is generous in contribut- 
ing of time and money toward anything insti- 
tuted for the public good. Among other 
improvements of the city may be mentioned the 
which he erected, and which has 
a seating capacity of one thousand and two hun- 
dred, being by far the largest and finest in the 
territory. 

Mrs. Messall was formerly 
native of Hanover, Kans., 
August Jaedicke, a banker 
and Mrs. Messall have two children, 
and Richard. Victor. 

It is doubtful if any resident of Enid nas so 
far used his opportunities for the benefit of his 
community to a greater degree than has Mfr. 
Messall, and he has met with the appreciation 
due his disinterested efforts. In politics he is a 
Republican, and vitally interested in all the un- 
dertakings of his party. For several years he 
has been school treasurer. September 3, 1808, 
he was appointed by Governor Barnes to the 
position of pavmaster-general, with the rank of 
major, and attended the governor and staff to 
the Omaha exposition. For three years he has 
served as president of the Garfield County Fair 
Association, in which capacity he has given 
universal satisfaction, and won the admiration 
of all through his efforts toward the furthering 
of the success of the fair. Another enterprise 
that requires time and consideration is his posi- 
tion as president of the German-American Pub- 
lishing Company, which has headquarters at 
Ienid, and which publishes the three German 
newspapers in the territory, viz.: the Biobachter, 
of Enid; the Echo, of Oklahoma City; and the 
Oklahoma Volksblatt, of El Reno. 

Mr. Messall was instrumental in securing the 
telephone service in Enid, and backed its intro- 
duction with the necessary funds until the enter- 
prise was on a paying basis. Fraternally he is 
associated with Schiller Lodge No. 1, Sons of 
Herman, and was the first president of the lodge. 
which position he still holds. He is connected 
with the Knights of Honor, Knights of Pythias, 
Improved Order of Red Men and Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. He is a member 
of the Commercial Club and-a worker in the 
Lutheran, Church.» Besides)\his) residence in 
town, he owns a farm one-half mile east of the 
city: 


Amelia Jaedicke, a 
and a daugnter of 
of Hanover. Mr. 
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W. FAULDS. As aipromulgator of the 
Wisest measures for the improvement of 
his locality, Mr. Faulds is perhaps with- 

a peer in his adopted cibyxob Perry. | yA ta 

merchant, he built up the first trade 
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able and conscientious management, has as- 
sumed proportions sufficient to supply the 
greater part of the demand in this community of 
glowing possibilities. As a builder for the pub- 
lic good, his most ambitious effort has been the 
work accomplished as one of the first appointed 
members of the incorporating committee of the 
Perry, Oklahoma & Port Arthur Railroad. This 
road has made great headway, and is now sur- 
veyed from Blackwell to Sapulpa, thus opening 
up the coal fields, and insuring in the future 
cheap coal for this part of the territory. Mr. 
Faulds is vice-president and director of this 
enterprise, and for his disinterested efforts in 
this, as in numerous other directions of ad- 
vancement, he has received the appreciation and 
gratitude of his fellow-townsmen. 

Mr. Faulds was born in Vermilion county, 
Ill., near Danville, June 5, 1865. The ancestry 
of the family is Scotch and English. The father, 
John Faulds, who was born in Edinburgh, Scot- 
land, in his native land was an extensive oper- 
ator in coal, and upon coming to America was 
the first to develop the mines in the vicinity of 
Danville, Ill. In the early ‘50s he sank the first 
shaft in the county, and subsequently acquired 
control of the mines at Catlin, Tilton and South 
Danville, all in Vermilion county. Owing to 
the jealousies and incriminations brought about 
by his pronounced success, Mr. Perry did not 
reap the deserved benefits from his efforts as 
the pioneer coal manipulator of Vermilion 
county. Huis ambitious and useful life came to an 
end through a railroad accident. His wife, Anna 
(Sellers) Perry, was born in Sheffield, England, 
and is a daughter of Abraham Sellers, of Shef- 
field, a blacksmith by trade. He came to Amer- 
ica and located at Bristol, Ill, where he plied 
his trade, and he died at Clifton, IIL, at the age 
of ecighty-three vears. Irs. F'aulds was reared 
in Illinois and is now living in Colorado Springs, 
Colo. 

The oldest in a family of five children, Mr. 
Faulds was reared in Hlinois, and educated in the 
public schools.. At the age of nine, he removed 
with his parents to Tuscola, and at the age of 
thirteen was apprenticed to a tin and sheet iron 
worker for three vears. In 1886 he removed 
to Kendall, Hamilton county, where he dili- 
gently plied his trade, and in 1888 went to 
Coliner, near Springer, N. M., and engaged 
in the hardware business. The next year, dis- 
contented with the prospects in New Mexico, 
he came to Alma, Wabaunsce ,county, .Nans., 
bringing his stock of hardware with him, and 
removing it, in 1893, to the town which has since 
been the scene of his success. On the west side 
of the city square, Mr. Faulds began operation 
from the circumseribed interior of a tent, later 
graduating to a budding of more or less pre- 
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tentious appearance, and in 1896 purchased the 
two-story structure at the corner of C and Sixth 
streets. The building is 25x150 feet in dimen- 
sions, with a warehouse 25x60, It contains the 
largest and most complete line of hardware in 
the city, and in it are manufactured sheet. and 
tinware. Mr. Faulds has erected a comfortable 
and commodious residence in Perry, located on 
E, between Seventh and [ighth streets. 

In. ;\Fuscola, TL, ..occurred the ‘marriage’ of 
Mr. Perry and Jessie Morris, a native of Ohio. 
Of this union there are two children. In politics 
Mr. Faulds is associated with the Republican 
party, and is an ardent upholder of its issues. 
While serving as councilman from the third 
ward, he was president of the council. Fra- 
ternally he is a Mason, a member of the lodge, 
chapter and commandery here; also a Modern 
Woodman of America and a Knight of Pythias. 
With his family, he is a devoted member of the 
Presbyterian Church, and contributes gener- 
ously towards its maintenance. He is a member 
of the Commercial Club of Perry. 


OHN JENSEN is one of the most prosper- 
ous and successful farmers in Canadian 
county, and his homestead on section 2, 

EI] Reno township, is a marvel of thrift and in- 
dustry. He has been a resident of the territory 
since 1890, coming that year from Butler county, 
Neb. He was quick to see the possibilities of 
the untrodden wilderness, and hard labor and 
patient industry have vindicated his foresight. 

Mr. Jensen was born in Germany, and came 

to this country when a lad of sixteen, in com- 
pany with his brother, Thomas. They landed 
at New York, August 24, 1864, and made their 
way to Scott county, Iowa, where they followed 
farming until 1883. At that time he owned a 
half-section of land and was engaged exten- 
sively in raising Short-horn cattle and Poland- 
China hogs. In 1883 he soid out and went to 
Butler county, Neb., where his brother had be- 
come a very prominent farmer. Buying a4 lialf- 
section of choice land, he turned his attention 
to blooded stock. At times he had two hundred 
head of cattle of high grade. In all his enter- 
prises he was successful. In 1890 he sold out 
a second time and came to Oklahoma for what 
he is positive will be his last settlement. 

Taking a homestead on section 22, El Reno 

township, Mr. Jensen improved the clam to 
every requirement of the law. In 1808 le sold 
it and bought his present farm, comprising an 
entire section of as choice land as the country 
affords. On this he continues that same wise 
farming svstem by which he has been so ereatly 
advanced. “Aligee hundredsacres area wheat, 
and fifty acres in alfalia, besides which he ratses 
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Ilereford cattle, horses and mules. He has ex- 
tensive and solid improvements on the place, 
especially a commodious house, which makes a 
comfortable home for his family. He is also 
interested in El Reno real estate, and owns one 
hundred and thirty acres adjoining the city on 
the southwest. This he rents. In politics he 
is a Democrat, is a leading member of his party, 
and takes a lively interest in its welfare. [Tor 
several years he has served on the school board 
and has done much for the local schools. 

In 1876 Mr. Jensen went to Philadelphia to 
attend the great exposition of that vear, and 
was much delighted with his eastern trip, but 
returned with his faith in the west unsbaken. 
While on that trip he crossed the ocean to revisit 
his native land. There he met his ‘present wife. 
Her name was Marie Thiesen, and she has 
proved in every way a helpmate to her honest 
and industrious husband. They have four chil- 
dren: Peter, Thomas, George W. and Alinna. 
The family are members of and active workers 
in the German Lutheran Church. Mr. Jensen 
can look back on a long and arduous life with 
pride and satisfaction. He and his brother had 

$500 between them when they reached Iowa, 
ond only hard work and wise management could 
have changed that modest sum into their present 
ample resources. 


W. DUNLAP. As one of the most enthu- 
siastic pioneers of Oklahoma, Mr. Dun- 
lap has impressed his substantial traits of 

character and attainment upon the development 
of this wonderful land, and has been identified 
with all phases of life as exemplified within its 
borders. Through long association with the 
Indians, he has become “especially familiar with 
their life and habits, and understands and speaks 
their language better than the average red man 
himself. With the political and other under- 
takings of the locality he has extended his influ- 
ence, and has held some of the most important 
local offices within the giit of the people. 
Bornmin Tompkins county, N..Y., in 1837, Air. 
Dunlap is a son of Thomas and Margaret (\Me- 
Guire) Dunlap, who were born, respectively, in 
Scotland and Ireland. Until his eighth vear, 
young R. W. lived on his father’s farm in his na- 
tive county, at which time the fanuly removed 
to Allegany county, and he learned the black- 
smith’s trade in the town of Cuba. His first 
experience in the pe was in, Topeka, Kans., 
where he worked at his trade for a short time, 
and then joined a party of Topeka voung men 
in an expedition to Sedewick county, Kans., on 
the Aulvnsts river, where they hunted butfalo 
in the summer time and wolves during the win- 
ter. Being thus launched upon a hfe of adven- 
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ture, he next engaged as an seein trader, bemeg 
associated mostly with the Osag He readily 
learned their language, and fie aaed them on 
many oceasions. During the war he had much 
to do with the Kiowa and Comanche tribes, and 
by his honest dealings with them won their con- 
fidence and friends hip. He is known through 
the Indian Territory and Oklahoma as la 
Hoppy, an appellation conferred upon him by 
the Osage Indians during the first years of his 
residence among them. They had in their midst 
a boy named Pa Hoppy, and when Mr. Dunlap 
appeared among them they called him la 
Hoppy's oldest brother, and eventually gave 
him the name itself. 

At the time of the opening of Oklahoma, Mr. 
Dunlap was located-in the Osage Nation, just 
opposite the town of Cleveland site, which then 
belonged to a Cherokee Indian. He purchased 
the allotment, which is the southeast quarter of 
section 8, township 21, range 8, and organized 
a company to lay out the town and dispose of 
the lots. At a meeting of the townsite board 
there was a great discussion as to the future 
name of the embryo town, and some old man 
proposed the name of Cleveland, which was im- 
mediately adopted by vote. The village of Cleve- 
land has many natural and other advantages, and 
is beautifully situated in a bend oi the Arkan- 
sas river, having bottom land on the north and 
east, and hills and elens and valleys on the south 
and west. It is small wonder that it has at- 
tracted from all directions enterprising people, 
who believe in its prospects and work for the 
fulfillment of its possibilities. 

Mr. Dunlap erected one of the first buildings 
in the town, which was part frame, and used 
as an hotel. An entire brick structure was later 
built, and in this te successfully conducted an 
hotel for six ycars, but at the present time has 
it rented out. He also owns a livery barn, which 
is run in connection with the hotel, and he has 
erected a fine residence, in which he resides. 
Mr. Dunlap’s prospects have been somewhat re 
tarded throughout his busy life since 18-6, 
owing to an injury sustained to his right knee 
by being thrown from a buggy. Of late vears 
he has suffered keenly from the catastrop he, 

In 1868 occurred the marriage of Mr. Dunlap 
Sarah I. Westbrook, of Allegany county, 
N. Y., and of this union there have been born 
three children. Their elder daughter is mar- 
ried and has four children, and the younger 
daughter, the wife of E. L. McKee, of Pawnee 
Gity;chas¥two ‘children; “the son, Tred, was 
drowned in the Arkansas river in August of 
1897. Mrs. Sarah Dunlap died in Montgomery 
county, Nans., in 1874. The second marriage 
of Mr. Dunlap, in 1876, united him with a sister 
of his first wife, and a daughter of Julius West- 
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brook, who died in New York state. 
union there is one child, Robert W., 
young man, and living at home. 
Fraternally Mv. Dunlap is associated with the 
Masonic order, having joined the organization 
in New York in 1866, while there on a visit. In 
1894 he was elected county commissioner of the 
first district, and held the oftice for four years. 
He was re-elected on an independent ticket, and 
is now performing the duties of the office, being 
the only elected commissioner of this district. 
During his residence in Lyon county, Nans., he 
served two terms in the Kansas legislature. 


who is a 


C. DOWNEY. In his many-sided capac- 

ities Mr. Downey has been prominently 

identified with the different localities of 
which he has been a resident, and has invariably 
won the confidence of the community as to the 
soundness of his judgment and the genuineness 
of his interest. As proprietor of the Parkland 
Hotel, he has demonstrated the possession of 
the qualities of tact and good- fellowship which 
render his hostelry a desirable place in which 


to eat, sleep and enjoy the comforts of life. As 
host to the migrating public, \[r. Downey has 


contributed in no small degree to the growth 
of Parkland, for he necessarily stimulates trade 
by keeping the traveling man in the midst of 
the city’s activity, and by himself keeping in 
touch with the various phases of life as repre- 
sented ie the outside offices which he holds. 
In 1898 he was appointed postmaster of Park- 
land by President McNinley, and has since cred- 
itably discharged the responsibilities of the of- 
fice. 

Jefferson county, Iowa, was the scene of the 
birth of Mr. Downey, which occurred in 1852. 
His parents removed, about 1860, to northern 
Missouri, where their son grew to manhood on 
the home farm, and was educated in the district 
schools. He also attended the Afton high 
school, and subsequently turned his knowledge 
to practical account by teaching school for ten 
years. In the meantime, while thus employed, 
he had been studying medicine under the able 
tutelage of a brother, Dr. B. W. Downey, but 
came to the conclusion that his life-work lay in 
other directions, and so continued in the work 
of teaching. 

In 1884 he changed his field of effort to 
Brooks, Wilson county, Nans., where he taught 
for three years, and was appointed postinaster. 
In the spring of 18090, by way of change and a 
possible prospective residence, Mr. Downey 
went to Pueblo, Colo., and remained there until 
fall, when he located in Oklahoma, and started 
aimercantile business in Stillwater. After a year 
he sold his interests and went to Mulhall, and 
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at the opening of the Sac and Fox reservation, 


September 22, 1891, located a claim on the 
southeast quarter of section 2, township 16, 
range 4, Lincoln county. This was well im- 


proved in due time, good buildings erected, and 
a fine orchard set out. It is now one of the best 
claims in the township. Although still in the 
possession of Mr. Downey, it is rented out to 
other parties. | 

In 1899 Mr. Downey moved into the town 
of Parkland, and purchased the Parkland hotel 
and stables, in partnership with L. Kelley. Asa 
side issue, he is also engaged in the real-estate 
and loan business. In the political world Mr. 
Downey has yielded a wide influence as a stanch 
adherent of the Republican party, both here and 
while living in Kansas and Missouri. Since 
coming to Oklahoma he has been township trus- 
tee, and in the fall of 1894 was a candidate for 
nomination for representative, but withdrew be- 
fore the convention. Fraternally he is associated 
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, is 
Past Grand Master of the lodge, and a member 
of the Territorial Lodge. 

In 1881 Mr. Downey was united in marriage 
with Martha Johnson, and of this union there 
have been four children: Ora; Ethel, who is 
deceased; Leoline, and Nellie. 


ENRY DELONG. This enterprising citi- 

zen of Pawnee county resides on the south- 

west quarter of section 23, township 23. 
range 4 east, and has been actively interested in 
the development of this immediate locality for 
the past six years. He is an honored veteran 
of the Civil war, and always has had a warm 
place in his heart for his comrades who wore 
the blue during the dark years of our repub- 
lic’s history. He now bel ongs to Slocuim Post 
No. 38, G. A. R., of Pawnee. 

As his name indicates, Henry Delong of 
French extraction on the paternal side, his great- 
grandfather having been born in the old em- 
pire. Our subject is a son of Ephraim Delong, 
and grandson of a Revolutionary patriot, his 
mother’s father having served in our cclonial 
strife with the mother country. Ephraim De- 
long and wife were natives of Lehigh county, 
Pa., whence they removed to Medina county, 
Ohio. The father plied his trade of shoemaking 
to some extent, and also carried on a farm in 
the Buckeye state for years. 

The birth of Ilenry Delong occurred in Me- 
dina county in 1845, and his boyhood passed 
in the usual pursuits of country lads. Te at- 
tended the “little red schoolhouse” of the period, 
and at home and school learned the lessons 
which have stood him in good stead throughout 
his career. When his fatherland’s fate hung in 
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the balance, he hastened to her assistance, en- 
listing in Company F, One Hundred and 
Twenty-ninth Indiana Infantry, in Steuben 
county, Ind. The chief engagements in which 
he participated were those of the Atlanta cam- 
paign, including the battle of Resaca, and for a 
period General Thomas was his commander. 
The winter of 1864-65 was spent in camp at 
Washington, by the Twenty-third Corps, to 
which his regiment belonged, and, after being 
mustered out at Charlotte, N. C., the One Hun- 
dred and Twenty-ninth was honorably dis- 
charged in August, 1865. 

Later Mr. Delong located in 
Ill., and subsequent ly became a farmer of 


Ogle county, 
P olk 


county, Iowa, where he passed a number of 
years. He then traveled for four years in Ne- 
braska, representing M[cCormick’s machines, 


and at last, in 1894, came to Pawnee county 
and leased the farm where he is yet living. He 
has placed it under good cultivation, keeping 
nearly ninety acres ‘planted with crops, and 


every season has reaped a large harvest. Rutin- 
ning water and other natural advantages render 
this a very desirable homestead, and the pro- 


prietor makes a point of keeping everything 
about the place in fine condition. 

A. quarter of a century has rolled away since 
the destinies of Henry Delong and Maggie Por- 
ter were united in wedlock, in Polk county, 
Towa. Their eldest child, William, was born 
in the Centennial year; Guy was born in 1877, 
and the only daughter is Clara. All live at home, 
and received liberal educations, whereby they 
are well qualified for the serious duties of life. 

From the time that he cast his first presi- 
dential ballot, Henry Delong has been a loyal 
Republican. In 1896 he was a candidate for the 
office of assessor of his township, but he never 
has been an aspirant to political honors. He 
belongs to the Anti-Horse Thief Association, 
and uses his influence in the promotion of law 
and order, public improvements, and everything 
promising to be of benefit to the community. 


PEV IN? FATRCHTE D vas bor: in St. 
iawrence county, N'Y.) in 1848. ang is 

a son of Lewis and Lucinda (Hurd) Fz 
child, natives respectively of Massachusetts oad 
New York. Members of the Fairchild family 
have at different times distinguished themselves 
in various lines of occupation, and have fought 
bravely for their country when duty called or 
inclination dictated. The paternal great-grand- 
father was killed at the battle of Bunker Fill, 
and the maternal great-erandfather was killed at 

Lexington. 

When four vears of age the vouthful Melvin 
was taken to Wisconsin with his parents and 
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settled at Whitewater. One year later the fannly 
went to Beloit, where the father carried on the 
occupation of a molder, with which he was en- 
gaged during the years of his activity. He is 
now retired from active participation in business 
affairs, and is living at Rockton, Il. The mother 
died in 1892. 

Melvin Fairchild learned his father’s trade, 
and also equipped himself for future independ- 
ence by learning the trade of blacksnmuth. He 
also received a common-school education and 
studied for two vears at Beloit College. Entist- 
ing in the Federal army January 18, 1864, in 
Company D, Forty-Third Wisconsin Infantry, at 
Beloit, he participated i in the battles of Johnson- 
ville, Marble Hill, Newmarket, Bellpoint, Win- 
chester and Cowan Station, and was mustered 
out at Milwaukee, July 7, 1865. 

After the war Mr. Fairchild returned to his 
former home and resumed his accustomed occu- 
pations. In 1867 he removed to Fayette county, 
Towa, where he remained until the opening of 
Oklahoma. In September, 1889, he came to 
Payne county and located a claim on the south- 
east quarter of section 6, township 18, range : 
east, which he has improved and fitted with 
modern buildings and appliances. To facilitate 
the carrving on “of the rarious lines of business 
around the farm there is running water, and the 
whole homestead is well fenced. 

In 1874 occurred the marriage of Mr. 
child and Corintha Reeves, 
and Nira Reeves, 


Fair- 
a daughter of Levi 
farmers of Fayette county, 
Iowa. Of this union there were born five chil- 
dren, three of whom are living. Henry L. re- 
sides at home; Mrs. Mary MeHenrv lives in me 
strip, and has two children; and Sylvi ia M. 

at home. 

In politics Mr. Fairchild is associated with the 
Republican party, and has been prominently 
identified with its undertakings. At one time he 
was nominated by his party for county comunis- 
sioner, but was defeated by a small majority. He 
is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
and was associated with the local lodge, now dis- 
banded. Tew of the agriculturists in the county 
enjoy to a greater degree the confidence and 


esteem of their fellow men than does Mr. Fair- 
child. 


ON. .DANIEL.. FULTON, JANEWAY. 
M. D. United in the subject of this ar- 
ticle, a worthy representative of a fine old 
Southern family, are the sterling qualities notice- 
able in his English and German ancestors. His 
father, Charles, and grandfather, Benjamin 
Janeway, were natives of North Carolina. 
Whenee they removed to Jefferson county, 
Tenn., where the latter's death occurred during 
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the Civil war. Charles Janeway was a thor- 
ough disbeliever in the slavery system, and for 
that reason removed to Jasper county, Iowa. 
He purchased a farm situated at a point six miles 
east of Newton, and continued to dwell there, 
quietly pursuing his upright, respected course, 
until death freed lim from his cares, in Febru- 
ary, 1897, when he was in his eighty-fifth year. 
His wife, Susanna, a native of North Carolina, 
was a daughter of Elisha See a noted 
preacher in the Society of l'riends. He was born 
in North Carolina, of German Hesceae. and was 
a pioneer of Tennessee and Iowa. Mrs. Susanna 
Janeway was called to her reward when seventy- 
four years of age, and, of the twelve children 
she reared to maturity, nine are left to mourn 
her loss. 

The only member of this family in Oklahoma 
is Hon. D. F. Janeway, whose birth occurred 
in Genesee, Iowa, January 6, 1854, and twenty 
‘years of his life were passed under the peaceful 
home influences on the old farm. He completed 
his preliminary preparation for life’s duties by a 
course in the Hazeldell Academy, and from his 
nineteenth to his twenty-first year conducted 
schools on his own account. In 1879 he was 
graduated in Penn College, at Oskaloosa, Iowa, 
with the degree of Bachelor of Arts, dnd in 1898 
his alma mater conferred upon him the degree 
of Master of Sciences. During the ensuing three 
or more years, he served in the capacity of 
principal of the public schools of Nell llogg, Iowa, 
and of Cottonwood Falls, Kans. 

Kighteen years ago Dr. Janeway entered upon 
his chosen profession, by matriculating in the 
Kansas City Medical College, where he was 
graduated in 1884. Then, locating in Argonia, 
Kans., he embarked in practice, and continued to 
labor there until April 1, 1899, when he came to 
Stillwater, his present home. He held the office 
of county physician during the entire period of 
his residence in Argonia, and was held in high 
esteem by his hosts of acquaintances in that 
locality. For eight years he was connected with 
the school board, and also served in the Argonia 
council. In 1888 he-was nominated on the Re- 
publican ticket to the Kansas legislature, and 
was elected by a good majority. In the as- 
sembly he took an active part, and served on 
cominittees dealing with questions relating to 
education, cities of the second class, public 
health, etc. He did not enter the race for re- 
nomination, preferring to devote his entire 
attention to his profession. While living in Ar- 
gonia, he was identified with the Southwestern 
IXansas Medical Association. 

For the past nine years Dr. Janeway has been 
interested in the drug business, during the 
period of his stay in Argonia owning a store, 
and in Stillwater having been a member of the 


firm of Powell & Janeway, druggists. Desiring 
to further qualify himself for the business, he 
went to Chicago, and pursued a course of phar- 
macy in the Polyclinic College. He enjoys a 
large and growing general medical practice, and 
has great faith in this thriving city’s future. 

Te marriage of the doctor “and Aliss"Adaey 
Moore took place in Chase county, Kans. She 
is a native of Indiana, her birthplace being near 
Kokomo, where her father, Morris I. Moore, 
was a farmer. Two sons and three daughters 
bless the union of Dr. Janeway and wife, namely: 
George M., Susie Lucile, Rosa Leonora, Helen 
Bell and Charles Harold. 

Dr. Janeway was a charter member and is ex- 
master of Argonia 7 oe oo now belongs to 
Frontier Lodge No.6, °AU'P. GAME eas: a 
past officer in the ou. Fellows order, and is 
identified with the Encampment. He also is 
connected with the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen, and the Knights of the Maccabees. 
With his wife, he is a member of the Society of 
Iriends. 


ILE TAM! LESLIE. “DAVIS ‘tsa. wide- 

awake and energetic young business man 

of Pawnee, a member of the firm of N.S. 

Davis & Sons, proprietors of the leading livery, 

sale and fed stable of this place. They have the 

contract to carry the mail between Perry and 

Pawnee, and run a stage line between those 

places, having barns at both ends of the line and 
an exchange stable between them. 

Mr. Davis, of this review, was rae in Smith 
county, W. Va., on the 26th of May, 1872, and is 
a son of N.S. Davis, whose birth age a at 
Chatham Hill, the same county, June 15, 1840. 
The paternal grandfather, Martin Davis, was 
born in Surry county, N. C., of Welsh descent, 
and became an extensive farmer of Smitl 
county, W. Va., where he died at the extreme 
old age of one hundred and one years. He was 
a soldier of the war of 1812 and had nine sons 
in the Confederate army during the Civil war, 
all being members of a Virginia regiment. In 
his family were nineteen children, fourteen sons 
and five daughters. 

The father of our subject was reared on a 
farm in his native county, and there followed 
agricultural pursuits until 1881, when he re- 
moved with his family to Harrison county, Mo. 
In 1889 he took up his residence in Vernon 
county, the same state, and continued to follow 
farming and stock-raising there until coming to 
Oklahoma in 1891. Ele was engaged in the same 
occupation at Stillwater until 1804, when he re- 
moved to Perry and embarked in the livery busi- 
ness with his sons, under the firm name of N.S. 
Davis’ & Sons. In early life he married Miss 
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Laura Maria Wright, a native of Lynchburg, 
Vai, and a daughter of William Wright, who 
came to this country from England and settled in 
the Old Donunion. Mrs. Davis died in Still- 
water, Okla., leaving the following-named chil- 
dren: William Leslie, Mahala, Ernest, Blair, 
Gussie, Alice, Mamie, Carrie and Evan, all resi- 
dents of Perry, with exception of our subject. 

In 1880 William L. Davis removed with his 
parents from West Virginia to Missouri, and in 
the latter state he grew to manhood, receiving 
his education in its public schools. Irom 1802 
he was on a farm at Stillwater, Okla., until the 
epening of the strip, September 16, 1893, when 
he located a claim five miles north of Stillwater, 
in:Payne county.’ At the end of three years he 
sold his place and in 1897 became interested with 
his father in the livery business at Perry. In 1808 
he removed to Pawnee and started a stable on 
Main street, which he conducted until 1900, when 
he removed to his present barn, the largest in 
the city. The firm keep nearly one hundred 
horses, and do an extensive and profitable busi- 
ness in both Perry and Pawnee. 

At Stillwater, Mr. Davis was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Etta Folsom, a native of Minne- 
sota, and a daughter of George Folsom, who 
was one of the pioneers of Oklahoma, but is 
now a resident of Oregon. Mrs. Davis is a 
member of the Presbyterian Church and our sub- 
ject is connected with the Knights of Pythias 
fraternity. He 1s also a charter member of the 
Commercial Club of Pawnee, and in politics is a 
stanch Democrat. He is a courteous, genial 
gentleman and well deserves the high regard in 
which he is uniformly held. 


E. BATES, a member of the well-known 
firm of Bates & Bushorr, leading con- 
tractors and builders of Pawnee, was born 

in Ovid, Branch county, Mich., ae 16, 1857 
his parents being James O. and lary (Sparks) 
Dates. 

The father, who was a carpenter by trade, died 
when our subject was onlv four years old, but 
the mother is still living, and now makes her 
home in Peabody, Ixans. ei their family were 
three children, of whom S. A. was the oldest. 
Our subject has one brother living, Oscar, a 
mason of Pawnee. 

On leaving Michigan at the age of eight years, 
C. E. Bates went to Odell, Livingston county, 
Iil., where the following six years were spent 
upon a farm and in attending the district schools 
of that locality. I1e then returned to Michiyan 
and worked on a farm in St. Joseph county until 
eighteen years of age, when, in 1875, he removed 
to Beatrice. Neby = Atter servine a three years: 
apprenticeship to the mason’s trade, he engaged 


in contracting in that city for two years. and 
then, in the spring of 1880, removed to Port- 
land, Ore., where he was similarly employed 
for nearly a year. The following six months 
were passed at San Francisco, Cal., and for eight 
months he worked at his trade in Denver, Colo, 
For three vears he was engaged in contracting 
and building at Durango, Colo., and about 1885 
went to Peabody, Kans., where he followed the 
same pursuit until coming to Oklahoma, in 
April, 1890. Locating at Guthrie, he did the 
stone work on the De Ford piers the Smith 
block, the Young building, the Himes Brewery 
and the MeCennan opera-house, besides other 
structures. 

On the 16th of September, 1893, he came to 
Pawnee, and located a claim two miles from 
this place, which he improved and still owns, 
He has, however, been engaged in contracting 
and building during his entire residence here, 
and has erected the following buildings: the 
Century, Missouri Store, O. P. C. H. and high 
school. In 1898 he formed a partnership with 
C. A. Bushorr, and business has since been con- 
ducted under the firm name of Bates & Bushorr. 
They do the finest work in their line in the ter- 
ritorv, and as upright and reliable business men 
they have gained a liberal patronage. 

Mr. Bates has been twice married. In Pea- 
body, Kans., he married Miss Mary Steele, a 
native of Pennsylvania, who died in Guthrie, 
Okla. Of the two children born to them, Edna 
Viola died when young, and Clarence Earl is 
still living. In Oklahoma City, Mr. Bates was 
united in marriage with Miss Winnie Cooper. a 
native of Missouri, by whom he had three chil- 
dren: Leola; Ezra, who died at the age of one 
year; and Fern. Our subject and his wife hold 
membership in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, of which he is a trustee and a member 
of the building committee, as they are now 
erecting a new house of worship. In his political 
affiliations Mr. Bates is a Republican, and he 
is recognized as one of the valued and usefu! 
citizens of his community—always willing to 
lend a helping hand to any worthy enterprise. 


A. STAUBER, deputy clerk of the third 
judicial district of Oklahoma, was born in 
Louisa county, Towa, September 6, 1856 
His parents were Dr. Charles F. and Catherine 
(reymeyer) Stauber, the latter of whom died 
when her son C. A. was quite young. Ile lived 
in his native county until four vears of age, 
when he went with his father to Monroe county, 
Towa, and in 1867 went to Tola, Kans., going 
later, in 1868, to Erie, Neosho county, where he 
lived until 1870. 
Mir. Stauber was fortunate in having excellent 
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educational advantages, 
the public schools, in 1874, entered the State 
Normal School, at Emporia, and atter a year 
engaged in educational work in Neosho county, 
Kans. His vacations during the summer were 
utilized in learning to set type for the Neosho 
County Record, and he was connected with this 
paper on and off about three years. In 1879 he 
went to Kansas City and worked at job printing 
for Ramsey, Mellett & Hudson, and was then 
associated with the Kansas City Times as type- 
setter. During the strike of the printers in that 
city, he empareed in the wholesale drug business 
with Meyer Bros. & Co., and after a time was 
promoted from his original position to that of 
foreman of the concern. He remained in this 
position until January of 1885, and then engaged 
as assistant registered Aiea caracise in a retail 
drug store at Chanute, Kans., and after fifteen 
months went into business for himself in Cha- 
nute, in the postoffice lobby, where he sold 
books, periodicals, cigars, and merchandise of a 
like character. This enterprise was disposed of 
in 1887, as the result of his appointment by 
Governor Martin, to the position of census 
enumerator and assessor of the unorganized 
county of Haskell. After receiving the report 
of Mr. Stauber, the governor organized the 
county and located the county-seat at Santa Fe, 
which selection was later confirmed by the vote 
of the people. 

October 13, 1887, Mr. Stauber was united in 
marriage with Allie Neal, a daughter of Aaron 
and Amanda (Brinkley) Neal, and a native of 
Lawrence, Kans. Mrs. Statiber had excellent 
educational advantages, and after graduating at 
the high school at Humboldt, Kans., was in- 
terested in educational work for several vears 
After his marriage, Mr. Stauber accepted a posi- 
tion as foreman of the Chanute Vidette Times, 
which position he creditably filled ‘until 1892. 
He then came to Pottawatomie county, Okla., 
and settled on a homestead one-half mile south- 
east of town, where he lived for five years. In 
1895 he became a partner in the Tecumseh Re- 
publican, and continued with the same paper un- 
til the appointment, in April of 1898, to his 
present position as deputy clerk of the third dis- 
trict. On the farm, which he still owns, Mr. Stau- 


and, after studying at 


ber has all modern improvements, and about one 


thowsand fruit trees. In the town of Tecumseh 
he owns a residence and eight lots, which are 
evidences of his prosperity in the different busi- 
ness enterprises in which he has been interested. 

From his earliest remembrance Mr. Stauber 
has had a vital interest in the politics of the 
country, and in later years has been prominent 
in the undertakings of the Republican party. 
He was a delegate to several territorial con- 
ventions, and in 1896 was delegate to the terri- 
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torial convention in Oklahoma City. He was 
the first newspaper man to advocate the ap- 
pointment of Governor Barnes. Fraternally he 
is associated with the Masons, and is connected 
with the Tecumseh Lodge No. 7. He is now 
worshipful master, and was representative to the 
Grand Lodge, in lebruary of 1900, at Okla- 
homa City. “He is also a member of the Ancic ont 
Order of United Workmen, and has passed all of 
the chairs, and attended Grand Lodge in 189. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Stauber have been born two 
children. Josephine was born October 15, 1889, 
at Chanute, Kans.; and Alice was born January 
14, 1895, at Tecumseh, on the home farm. 


\ K JALTON BURGESS. The wonderful era 
of prosperity which Chandler has fairly 
entered upon is due to the enterprise of 

her business men, who are constantly embark- 

ing into new industries, promoting all measures 

calculated to permanently benefit this vicinity, 
and, in short, are possessed ot public spirit and 
the genius of the period. Much as has been ac- 
complished here within a decade, it is but the be- 
ginning of marvelous achievements, it is safe to 
predict, when such men as the subject of this 
article conduct our commercial affairs. 

In Walton Burgess two of the pioneer fami- 
lies of Texas are represented, his parents being 
M. M. and Eleanor (Sparks) Burgess, names ia- 
muiliar to the people of the Lone Star,state. His 
grandfather, Rev. Willis Burgess, of Scotch 
descent, and of pioneer stock of Virginia and 
North Carolina, was one of the first ininisters 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Chureh in 
Texas, and departed this life, well along in years, 
at Corsicana, Tex., in the early part of the °7os. 
His son, M. M. Burgess, was born in Murirees- 
boro, Tenn., and was sixteen years of age when 
he went to Texas, thenceforth his home. Dur- 
ing the Civil war he served on a general’s staff 
until, on account of failing health, he was trans- 
ferred to the commissary “department, where he 
served until the close of the war. Subsequently 
he commenced mercantile pursuits at Raleigh, 
located on the original survey of the Houston 
& Texas Central Railroad, but when the line was 
changed he removed to Corsicana, Tex., where 
he was a merchant and extensive buver and ship- 
per of cotton until shortly before his death, 
which event occurred in February, 1889. An 
elder in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
and associated with the Masonic order, his life 
was in perfect harmony with his noble princi- 
ples. His widow is yet living at the old home in 
Corsicana, with their voungest child, Roy Mark. 
Another son, Wvlie Curtis, died in 1899, aged 
seventeen, The two daughters are married and 
reside in Corsicana. 
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The maternal grandparents of our subject 
were J. H. and Elizabeth Sparks, who attained 
advanced years, the former dying in 1884 and 
the latter ten years later. Two of the elder 
brothers of J. H. Sparks, Frank and William, 
were boon companions of Sam Houston, and 
took part in the battles of San Jacinto, Santa 
Ana and other engagements, Frank being 
wounded in the knee on one occasion. They 
were among the pioneer cattlemen of Texas, 
and, with their father, were early settlers of 
Waco. The latter spent many of his later years 
on his fine plantation in the Brazos Valley, his 
death occurring there sixteen years ago. 

The birth of Walton Burgess took place in 
Corsicana, July 6, 1866, and, after completing his 
high-school course, he entered his father’s busi- 
ness office as a bookkeeper, and was thus em- 
ployed until the death of his father, after which 
he settled all of his affairs. From 1890 to 1892 
he represented the Titus Machine and Tool 
Company, of San Angelo, Tex., being in the con- 
tract and construction department. Then fol- 
lowed what proved to be the preparation for his 
present great enterprise, as in 1892 he became 
connected with the Corsicana Cotton-oil Com- 
pany. At first he was employed in the office, 
and gradually became familiar with all of the 
details of the trade, and in the season of 1898-99 
was placed in charge of the seed-purchasing de- 
partment, his duties taking him to all sections of 
the cotton-belt of the Southwest. 

In the spring of °. Mr. Burgess succeeded 
in organizing the Uuanaier Cotton-oil Company, 
superintending t the building of the plant, and 
from the start of the enterprise being the secre- 
tary and general manager. The president, ub 
J. Culbertson, of Paris, Tex., is also interested 
financially in no less than seven cotton-oil plants 
in his own state. The non-resident stockholders 
of the company have great faith in Chandler and 
in the cotton-oil business here, their investments 
in real estate in this immediate locality proving 
this assertion. 

The plant of the Chandler Cotton-oil Com- 
pany is unequaled in this territory, finely 
equipped as it is with the latest modern machin- 
ery and appliances for manufacturing cotton- 
seed oil. The capacity of the factory is seventy- 
five tons a day; steam-power is used, a three 
hundred and twenty-five horse-power Corliss en- 
gine and boiler and a fine electric-lighting system 
being in force. The material used in manufac- 
turing the products of the plant is obtained in 
Oklahoma and Indian Territory. The Soa 
is branching out into other fields and in the fall 
of 1900 completed a superior plant for the manu- 
facture of dry-pressed brick and tile. The ca- 
pacity of the works is thirty thousand bricks per 
day, the quality of the clay and completed article 
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being exceptionally fine. The company has laid 
out another enterprise, building stock-pens for 
the feeding of cattle. This is situated on the line 
of the Frisco, with a switch, and conveniently 
located in relation to the Frisco shipping pens, 
which it adjoins. 

Turning aside from this brief review of com- 
mercial affairs in which Mr. Burgess is inter- 
ested, it may be said that he is also deservedly 
popular in social circles, and is a member of the 
Knights of Pythias and the Order of Elks. He 
is not a politician, but uses his right of fran- 
chise in favor of the Democratic party. 

An important event in the career of Mr. Bur- 
gess was his marriage, May 16, 1900, to Miss 
Caroline Fullilave, a lady distinguished as a rare 
type of Southern beauty. The wedding took 
place at: “Chalk Devel,” on ‘the) Red’ river, ‘five 
miles from Shreveport, La., the old plantation 
home of her father. On the maternal side, the 
bride is a descendant of the old Alabama family 
of Sampford, and her uncle of that name was the 


Democratic nominee for the governorship of 
Louisiana in 1900. While Mr. Burgess is a 
member of the Cumberland Presbyterian 


Church, his wife belongs to the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church South. 


ERHARD BRADER. One of the repre- 

sentative German-American citizens <of 

Pawnee county is the gentleman whose 
name heads this sketch. In peace and war, he 
has been a true friend and supporter of this re- 
public, and were all of its native-born citizens as 
patriotic and stanch as he, the numerous dan- 
gers which threaten us, as a people, would be 
greatly diminished. He upholds religion and 
public schools, those bulwarks of our nation, 
and is law-abiding, industrious and upright. 

A native of Germany, born in 1842, Gerhard 
LBrader is a son of Detrick and Catherine Brader, 
who brought him to this country when he was 
two years old. They thenceforth made their 
home in Franklin county, Mo., where they car- 
ried’ on a farm. successfully. The father «le- 
parted this life about ten years ago, and was 
survived by the mother, who died on the old 
home place in 1897. 

When he arrived at a suitable age, Gerhard 
attended a German school in Franklin county, 
Mo., and became of great assistance upon the 
homestead. When the Civil war broke out, he 
at once commenced making preparations to 
join the forces of the Federals, and September 
27, 1861, his name was enrolled as a private of 
Company G, Seventeenth Missouri Infantry, at 
Washington, Mo. For three years he served 
faithfully, and at last was mustered out at Wash- 
ington, D. C., on account of a severe wound in 
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the right hip. This misfortune befell him while 
he was taking part in the siege of Vicksburg. 
He had been occupied in several of the severest 
campaigns of the war, after the battle of Pea 
Ridge being sent to Mississippi, thence to 
Vicksburg, where he afterwards was wounded. 
In the meantime, however, he was sent to Ar- 
kansas, and fought the battle of Arkansas Post 
and others, 

In 1869 Mr. Brader married Frederica. daugh- 
ter of Frederick and Caroline Helm. Ten chil- 
dren bless this union, namely: Fred, who is a 
clerk with Mr. Mosier, of Ralston; Mrs. Anna 
Com ssicks jot (Basti: Stic Wouis; 4 Mrs: Caroline 
Van Waltonberg, who lives near Ralston, and 
has one child; Henry, who is in East St. Louis; 
and Gerhard, Li iseppa, John, Harris, August and 
Rudolph, who are at home. 

In 1868 Mr. Brader settled in Gasconade 
county, Mo., in which locality his marriage was 
celebrated, and there he and his young wife 
commenced keeping house. Thev continued to 
live upon a farm there, and gradually amassed 
a snug little fortune, giving their children good 
advantages, and making a point of training them 
for the practical duties of life. Seven vears ago 
the family came to Oklahoma, and in the inter- 
vening vears have dwelt upon the farm where 
they may be found to-day. The place is situated 
on the southwest quarter of section 4, township 
23, range 5 east, and a comfortable house, good 
barns and buildings, a well-kept orchard and 
fences add to the general desirability of the 
homestead. 

The first vote of Mr. Brader was cast for 
Abraham Lincoln, and from that time to the 
present he never has wavered in his allegiance to 
the Republican party. With his wife, he is a 
member of the Lutheran Church, and contrib- 
utes liberally of his means to the support of 
righteous enterprises tending towards the up- 
lifting of mankind. 


UDGE NEAL SMITH, a representative 
business man of Lexington, certainly is 
entitled to the credit of having been one 
of the founders of the place, for he assisted in 
laying out the town-site, and from that time until 


the present has been actively interested in its’ 


upbuilding. He has been a notary public longer 
than any other citizen of Lexington, having 
been originally appointed by Governor Seay, 
in 1893, later by Governor Renfrow and by 
Governor Barnes, and in this capacity he trans- 
acts a large amount of the local legal business. 
Three years ago he was honored by election to 
the office of police judge, and made a good 
record, as was confidently anticipated by his 
numerous friends. For several terms he served 
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as treasurer of Lexington, and judiciously ad- 
ministered the finances of his townsmen.  [n 
political circles, no less than in business fields, 
he has won the respect of all, and, as is well 
known, is a most enthusiastic champion of the 
Republican party. l°or two years he was one of 
the leading members of the Cleveland County 
Central Committee of his party, and in May, 
1900, was a delegate to the Territorial Republican 
Convention at Enid, where delegates to the na- 
tional convention at Philadelphia were chosen. 

In tracing the early history of Neal Smith, it is 
learned that he is a son of Henry L. Smith, and 
was born nearly two-score years ago in Warren 
county, Il. in which locality many years of iis 
life have been spent. In his youth he received 
the advantages common to the country lad of 
the period, and when a mere youth was abun- 
dantly able to manage a farm. Agriculture was 
his chief occupation until he came to Lexing- 
ton, and few are better judges of farm-lands 
to-day than he. On making his first trip to the 
west, he lived in Topeka, 'Kans., or vicinity, 
about a year. At the time of Oklahoma's open- 
ing to settlement, he was carrying on a farm in 
his native county, and coming to Pottawatomie 
county, made the race for a claim, but soon 
abandoned the one which he secured. He found 
the surveyors laying out Lexington, and, readily 
seeing the natural advantages of the place, he 
cc ‘uded to locate here. As previously men- 
tione he lent his aid to the work of surveying 
the plave, and ate his first meal here under a 
large elm, which now adorns Broadway street. 
For about two years he engaged in clerking in 
a little store here, and in 1892 built what is 
known as the Lexington livery stable—the first 
one in the town. For seven years he managed 
the business, and in 1899 sold out, since which 
time he has devoted his entire attention to his 
real-estate interests, for, from time to time, he 
has invested in local property. He has built 
several houses here, and, as the records show, 
has handled more town real-estate than any 
other man. In Lexington and Canadian town- 
ships, especially, he has a number of excellent 
farms for sale, and the buyer may always find 
some desirable property among his lands. A few 
years ago he was comparatively poor and un- 
known, and his settlement in Lexington was a 
fortunate step for him, as events proved. Abso- 
lute fairness characterizes all of his dealings, 
and his customers always feel perfectly satisfied, 
for he never stoops to misrepresentation. In 
July, t900, Mr. Smith was one of the board of 
organizers of the Lexington & Purcell Electric 
Company, which secured a charter that month 
from W. M. Jenkins, territorial secretary. The 
plant of this now flourishing enterprise is situ- 
ated in Lexington, and both cities will receive 
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a new impetus from this end-of-the-century im- 
provement. 
In Kansas occurred the marriage of Judge 
. . Y ry T 
Smith and Miss Brosseau. Two daughters, 
Emma and Pauline, bless their home, and every 
advantage is being given them. 


EUBEN R. FRY, a resident of Yukon, was 
born in Schoharie county, N. Y., August 
15, 1828. His father, William H. Fry, a 
native of Germany, served an apprenticeship of 
seven years to the blacksmith’s trade in Albany, 
N.Y. When his son, Reuben, was four years 
old the father took his wife, a Scotch lady, and 
their children to Canada, where he lived jor five 
years, thence moving to Michigan in 1837. When 
Reuben was twelve years old he attempted to 
run away from home, but was brought back by 
his father. Three months later he made another 
attempt, but was again taken back by his father. 
However, he did not give up. A year later his 
father went to the village one day for groceries 
and he availed himself of this opportunity to run 
away again. Starting at four, by ten o’clock he 
had walked twenty miles. At Grass Lake, Mich., 
he boarded a train and rode to Detroit, and in 
that city, while walking from the depot to the 
river, he passed a hardware store. With the only 
dollar he possessed he bought a pair of skates in 
the store and proceeded to the river, down which 
he skated eighteen miles that day, which made 
one hundred and eighteen miles traveled in one 
day. Looking for a place to remain over night, 
he saw a large white house on the shore, and 
went up to it, inquiring of the woman there if 
he could remain all night. She answered that 
her husband would be in soon. A few minutes 
later a man came into the house, and the woman 
said, “John, here is a boy who wants to stay ail 
night.” At once the man began to interrogate 
the boy, who frankly told him he was running 
away from home. “And who is your father?” 
said the man. “William Henry Fry,’ was the 
reply. “Are you Henry’s boy?” ejaculated the 
man, who proceeded immediately to give the 
boy a good shaking. It seems that, by a strange 
coincidence, the runaway had chanced upon the 
home of. his;uncle. He, remained there two 
weeks, but, being told by his cousins that his 
uncle was going to take him back home, he ran 
away again, trav veling two hundred miles through 
Canada. Going to another uncle’s home, he 
worked for him all summer. In the fall he asked 
for a suit of clothes. For an answer, his uncle 
took a “‘blacksnake’” and administered a severe 
whipping. The next day (Sunday) the boy went 
to a neighbor’s one-half mile away to play with 
two boys. When dinner was ready they wanted 
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him to accompany them to the house, but he 
refused, insisting he was too ragged. They went 
home and told their father, who came out and 
asked, “Why does not your ‘uncle give you some 
clothes?” The boy answered that he had asked 
for a suit, but his “uncle instead had given him 
a “striped suit” with a horsewhip. The man 
took the boy to the house, passed through the 
dining room to a bedroom, where he had the 
lad take off his clothes, thus showing the back 
bruised and inflamed from the whipping. After 
a good dinner had been given him, he was told 
to return home, which he did. The next day the 
neighbor reached the place by daylight and in- 
quired of his uncle why he did not get him some 
clothes. He answered that he had. given hima 
suit which would last some time. “Well,” said 
the man, “if you do not get him some clothes I 
will choke you to death,” at the same time taking 
him by the throat and shaking him until he was 
black in the face. ‘‘Now,” he continued, “you 
get him a suit of clothes, or I will put you in 
jail.” ’The clothes were bought forthwith. The 
kind neighbor took the boy home with him and 
he remained there until spring, when he secured 
employment driving horses on the Welland 
canal. Later, going to Buffalo, he secured work 
driving horses on the Erie canal during the re- 
mainder of that season. 

When the canal closed, Mr. Fry went to New 
York and frqm there to Nantucket. Three weeks 
later he went on board a whaler for a three years’ 
cruise at sea. After they had been out for three 
weeks, they found a school of whales and low- 
ered the boats, going out after them. The second 
mate harpooned one, but the whale came up 
under the boat, killing the second mate, crip- 
pling another mate for life, and destroying the 
boat. The other three men were saved by great 
effort, and then the vessel sailed for other places. 
They rounded Cape Horn and for two weeks 
cruised, with a man at the masthead all of the 
time. This man, one day at ten o’clock, called 
up the capta in, who in ten minutes gave the order 

“Clear away.” The boats were “lowered and 
struck out for the whales. In one hour a whale 
was struck, but the animal gave them a lively 
chase of three hours, towing them about one 
hundred miles. About four o’clock they run him 
down and Killed him. It was midnight before 
the ship reached them, and they then towed the 
whale nal morning, when they cut him in 
pieces, this task taking two days. After the 
whale had been stowed in the hold they tried out 
the oil and also stowed it in the hold. Next 
they went into port at Chili, where they secured 
wood and fresh water, and gave each watch of 
mena vacation of three days. Mr. I*ry’s last day 
was Sunday. On that evening he went to a 
Spanish dance. About four o'clock Monday 
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morning he bought some bread and cheese, and 
went up into a mountain, where he remained five 
and one-half days, until the ship was well out at 
sea. Going to Concepcion, he was there arrested 
as a runaway froma ship. However, acting on 
the advice of an American, he went about a mile 
into the country, where he remained with a 
farmer for one month. Next he went to a smail 
town on the coast, where he worked in a grist 
mill for three months, receiving S10 per month, 
and paying $9 of this for his board each month. 
His next employment was the making of bags 
at five cents each, of which he usually made from 
ten to twelve or fifteen a day. Il inally an English 
ship came into the harbor. He helped to get a 
cargo on board, then shipped as steward at 530 
a month, going around Cape Horn in a fearful! 
storm, and thence to Montevideo. It was their 
intention to proceed to Buenos Ayres, but this 
was impossible owing to the two nations being 
at war. The shipload of flour was sold there for 
$30 per hundred pounds, and the ship was loaded 
with dry hides for England. <Aiter the vessel 
landed in England Mr. Fry took a ship for New 
York, where he remained for two weeks 

The next voyage of this youthful adventurer 
was on the ship “Rambler,” from New York to 
Liverpool. In the latter city he remained for 
three months. On the return trip smallpox broke 
out among the passengers. Ship fever added to 
the horrors of the situation. There were twenty- 
nine deaths at sea. The bodies of the unfortu- 
nate dead were sewed in blankets and thrown 
overboard. After a voyage of thirty-five days 
the ship arrived in New York, but was forced to 
remain in quarantine for two weeks. Each day 
health officers came on board and removed the 
sick to hospitals in New York. On the third day 
Mr. Fry was sent to a hospital on Staten Island, 
where he remained for three days, and was then 
sent to New York. From there he went up the 
Hudson to Troy, thence to Canada, where he 
worked for.two months. In 1845 he returned to 
his old Michigan home. Long before the family 
had given him up as dead. Their surprise can- 
not be described. At first they failed to recog- 
nize him, as he had matured and changed greatly 
in appearance. He remained in Michigan until 
the winter of 1851. Finally, 
cerned in a fight at a dance, he was obliged to 
run away from Jackson county. Going to Mar- 
shall, he worked in a blacksmith’s shop for two 
weeks. He was then told that the sheriff of 
Jackson county was in the town, looking for him. 
At once he left the town. His next move was to 
go to Toledo, thence to Cincinnati, Ohio, where 
he took passage on a boat and went down the 
Ohio and up the Mississippi river to St. Louis, 
thence to Hannibal, Mo. For three years he 
remained in Missourt. 


owing to being con- | 


Deciding to go to California, Mr. ry went to 
New York via Sandstone, Mich. Qwvhere. he 
worked for two months at $2.50 per day), and set 
sail on a ship for Aspinwall. ‘hence he went 
twenty miles on the railroad, where he hired out 
at $3 a day, being placed as overseer of thirty- 
five Chinese coolies. After three months at that 
work he was taken sick with fever and forced to 
leave. He then went to Panama, and took pa:- 
sage ona steamer that was bound for Californic. 
iter five days, fearing an infection of fever, the 
officers of the ship put him off at Callio, Peru, 
laying him down, as they thought, to die. A Por- 
tuguese found him‘on a bale of goods, put him 
in a cart and took him home, taking care of him 
ten days, until he was able to walk, meantime 
having a Spanish doctor every day. «At the end 
of fourteen days the Portuguese took him to the 
American consul, who had him placed in a hos- 
pital, and there he remained for nine months. 
During the last part of his stay in the hospital 
he was s able to, work a little, and was given charge 
of a sick man, for the care of whom “he was paid 
fifty cents a day for thirty-six days. Then going 
to Callio, he paid the Portuguese who had saveu 
his life the sum of $14, which was all he would 
accept. Next he was given work in mowing 
eighteen acres of grass, for which he was paid 
$70. Two months later came his first Seppe 
nity to leave the town. A ship dropped anchor 
in the harbor. She was bound for Liverpool. 
Laking passage on the vessel, he reached Liver- 
pool aiter four and one-half months. He was ta 
have been paid $30 a month, but the captain paid 
all the crew excepting him, giving as an excuse 
that Mr. Fry had been sick all during the voyage 
and had earned little or nothing. hus he was 
alone in a foreign country, without money, with 
no place to eat and no money with which to buy 
food. A policeman took him to the office oi 
the American consul, who thereupon brought 
the captain to the office and forced him to pay 
the young man every cent that was due him. 
Two weeks later he shipped in the “Orient,” five 
hundred passengers, from Liverpool for New 


‘ 


York. Aiter twenty-five days he landed in New 
York. This terminated his seafaring adventures. 


Proceeding up the Hudson, Mr. Fry went to 
Troy, thence into the country to look for work. 
kor three days he had nothing | to eat, and finally 
fell into the hands of a good “Samaritan,” a kind 
lady, who, learning of his condition, gave him 
every attention for three days, and would not 
allow him to work. When he was able, she put 
him to work, and he remained there for six 
months. Next, in Illinois, he worked a few 
months. In the spring of 1856 he went back 
to New York and worked for a milk dealer. In 
the fall he ran a threshing machine 
employer, receiving $20 per month. 


for the same 
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later he was given employment in the care of 
cows. In the spring he began to work fora Mr. 
Wilson. One evening a son of Mr. Wilson in- 
vited him to call with him upon a young lady to 
whom he was paying attention. He went, was 
introduced, and at once he and the young lady 
were attracted to each other. She then refused 
further attentions from her former sweetheart. 
This so angered the farmer’s family that they 
discharged ‘the young man, thinking he would 
leave the country. Instead, he remained in the 
vicinity, and May 28 he and the young lady, who 
was Miss Mary Smith, went to Williamstown 
and were married. Afterward he took her home 
and hired out to her father to work during that 
summer for $16 per month, his wife working 
for nothing. When fall came, the farmer refused 
to pay him anything, but turned him out of the 
house. Somewhat discouraged, he went to a 
hotel in a neighboring town. Into that hotel 
came an old lawyer, who seeing him lying on a 
bench, inquired if he were drunk. The reply 
was that he was not drunk, but had left his place, 
and had not been paid for his work. The lawyer 
at once called upon the farmer, who came to 
town and paid his son-in-law all he owed him. 
Securing work with a man twenty miles away, 
Mr. Fry worked forty-five days, after which he 
engaged in threshing with a flail, making $9 a 
week. In the spring his father-in-law invited 
him to return to the farm, and he finally agreed 
to do so, but after two months he and his wife 
hired out to a Mr. Harrison, for $40 a month, 
remaining there for eight months. In the sum- 
mer of 1859 he returned and bought one-half of 
his father-in-law’s personal property and stock, 
taking possession the last of November and re- 
maining until February 20, when they paid him 
S800 for his share in the place. With one-half of 
this money, he bought a blacksmith’s shop. In 
August, 1862, he enlisted in the One Hundred 
and Twenty-fiitth New York Infantry, and went 
with his regiment to Martinsburg, Va., thence a 
month later was placed on detached service, go- 
ing up the railroad toward Cumberland. On the 
day they left the Confederates drove the Federals 
from Martinsburg and they retreated to Har- 
per’s Ferry, thence to Maryland Heights, and 
were taken prisoners there, but later paroled. 
Meantime Mr. Fry went to Sir John’s Run, and 
a month later was ordered to Annapolis, Md., 
and after another month was placed with the 
Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania Regiment on guard 
duty. Later, ordered by Lincoln to Chicago, he 
was kept there until an exchange was effected, 
when he returned to the front. His first large 
battle was Gettysburg, Va., later he was at the 
battle of the Wilderness, Spottsylvania and Cold 
HWarbor. After crossing the James river, he took 
part “in daily skirmishes until Lee’s surrender. 


PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


Ile drove a team of six mules from Appomattox 
to Alexandria, where he was discharged. 

From 1865 until 1871 Mr. Fry engaged in 
farming in New York. He then made Kansas 
his home for nineteen years, after which he re- 
moved to the Indian Territory. He is now the 
owner of a good farm and a hotel in Yukon, 
Okla., and is also in receipt of a pension of S12 a 
month from the government; and, after all his 
years of roving, now has enough to provide the 
comforts of life for his remaining days. 


AYARD T. HAINER, lawyer, author, jur- 
ist, is a man of broad and conservative 
“views, strict integrity, and fidelity in the 
discharge of every official trust confided to him. 
He was born in Columbia, Mo., May 31, 1860. 
His father was at that time professor of modern 
languages in the State University of Missouri. 
Soon after the commencement of the Civil war 
the University was closed and his parents re- 
moved to southern Iowa, where the Judge spent 
his boyhood days working on a farm and attend- 
ing the common schools. Before he reached his 
majority he commenced to teach school an’ 
earned enough money to pay his way throug!. 
college. In 1884 he graduated from the Iowa 
State College, and in 1887 graduated from the 
law department of Michigan University. The 
same year he was admitted to the bar of the 
supreme court of Michigan, and in July, 1887, he 
located at Larned, Kans., where he entered upon 
the practice of his profession, and remained 
there until the opening of Oklahoma to settle- 
ment on the memorable 22nd day of April, 1889, 
when he went to Guthrie, the present capital of 
the territory. He resided there until he was 
appointed associate justice of the supreme couri 
of Oklahoma by President William McNinley. 
He at once took and retained high rank as a 
lawyer in the territory, and has always been a 
stanch and active Republican. He was elected 
for three successive terms city counselor of 
Guthrie and served in that capacity for five years, 
when he resigned to assume the duties of asso- 
clate justice of the supreme court. While he 
served as city counselor he successfully con- 
ducted many important cases of the city through 
the various courts of the Territory and the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, and also 
wrote a treatise entitled, “The Modern Law otf 
Municipal Securities,” published in 1898, by the 
Bowen-Merrill Company of Indianapolis, Ind. 
This legal work has a very-large sale and is rec- 
ognized by the Bench and Bar as a clear and 
comprehensive treatise upon one of the most 
important branches of corporation law. 
In February, 188. he was appointed by the 
President of the United States associate justice 
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of the supreme court of the territory of Okla- 
homa. His appointment was well received by 
the bar and the people throughout the territory, 
and he is making a splendid record upon the 
bench. He is regarded as an able, honest and 
upright judge who commands the esteem and 
confidence of the bar as well as the people he 
so ably and fearlessly represents in his judicial 
capacity. The people of this territory are well 
contented with the appointment of Judge Hainer, 
who stanchly upholds their rights. He earnestly 
champions whatever he believes to be just and 
right, using all his undoubted talent in the de- 
fense of the weak and defenseless and tempering 
justice and merey whenever the cause warrants 
him in so doing. 

In October, 1891, Judge Hainer married Miss 
Florence Weatherby, of Des Moines, Iowa. She 
is a lady of education and social attainments, and 
presides over her attractive home with rare dig- 
nity and grace. One of the handsomest resi- 
dences in Guthrie was built and is still owned by 
the Judge and his wife, who, naturally, were loath 
to leave it when their new duties called them 
to Perry, but here, also, they have surrounded 
themselves with the attributes of cultured tastes, 
and are constantly adding to their list of friends. 
They are the parents of a fine little boy, Bayard 
T.,’ Jr. The Judge and ‘his family are Episco- 
palians. Heisa member of the Delta tau Delta 
fraternity and a prominent Mason, being a Mas- 
ter Mason, Knight Templar, and member of the 
Oklahoma Consistory. 


RS TUEIAS:- COLMAN ‘DOUGLAS 
came to Oklahoma in July, 1891, and 
found Oklahoma City a young and grow- 

ing town upon the plains, possessing the vigor 
and energy ‘of youth, and attracting to it people 
of enterprise from all parts of the country. Her 
education had been received in the east and wa 
thorough in every respect. A graduate of Vas- 
sar, one of the finest institutions of learning in 
the entire world, she had maintained a high rank 
among the students of that college, and later she 
had been a student in the Michigan State Normal 
Training School. Entering the educational world, 
she taught i in Michigan and Kansas h igh schools 
and acted as superintendent of the city schools at 
Paola, Kans. 

Wielding a fluent pen, she has given consid- 
erable attention to literary work and has con- 
tributed articles to various periodicals of note 
in the United States. During the World’s Fair 
she read before the Congress of Women in Chi- 
cago an address entitled “The Ishmaelite of 
Oklahoma,” which was copied widely in papers 
and magazines, and gave the able writer con- 
siderable prominence in literary circles of the 
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s 
nation. Perhaps the crowning achievement of 
her life was her connection with the securing tor 
Oklahoma City of the Carnegie public library in 
1899, which may be attributed to her untiring 
efforts. 

Another work of vast importance with which 
her name is closely associated is that connected 
with women’s work. She was the organizer of 
the Federation of Oklahoma and Indian Terri- 
tories’ Women’s Clubs, the object of which is to 
improve club work in the two territories, thereby 
promoting the welfare of the people and advanc- 
ing important movements. Since the organiza- 
tion of this federation, in 1898, she has acted as 
its president. 


ON. A. W. FISHER. In the last half cen- 
tury the lawyer has been a pre-eminent 
factor in all affairs of private concern and 

national importance. He has been depended 
upon to conserve the best and most permanent 
interests of the whole people and is a recog- 
nized power in all the avenues of life. Fle stands 
as the protector of the rights and liberties of his 
fellow men and is the representative of a pro- 
fession whose followers, if they would gain hon- 
or, fame and success, must be men of merit and 
ability. Such a man is A. W. Fisher, who is 
to-day a leading attorney of Norman. 

He was born near Painesville, Ohio, April 10, 

853, and is the youngest child of William and 
Waty (Hol brook) Fisher, natives of Massachu- 
setts and Ohio, respectively, and the latter a 
daughter of Guy Holbrook of the Buckeye 
State. On the paternal side our subject is of 
English and Scotch descent. His grandfather, 
Loring Fisher, was a soldier of the war of 1812, 
anda pioneer of Ohio. There the father followed 
farming until 1857, when he removed to Pella, 
Marion county, Iowa, and was cashier of the 
Tirst National Bank at that place until 1882. He 
then joined our subject in the banking business 
at Washington, Kans. conducting what was 
known as Tisher’s Bank until January, 1801. 
when he came to Norman, Okla. Here le died 
in January, 1892. His wife had departed this life 
at Washington, Kans. Of their seven children 
all reached years of maturity, and five, three sons 
and two datighters, are still living. 

A. W. Fisher was only four vears old on the 
removal of the family to Pella, Iowa, and in the 
public schools of that city he acquired his early 
education. Later he was a student at the Iowa 
Central University, but three months before he 
would have graduated he was taken ill and forced 
to return home. On his recovery he studied law 
under the direction of Mr. Custis of Atlantic, 
Towa, and after his admission to the bar in 1878 
was engaged in practice with that gentleman for 
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a time and served as city attorney. Returning to 
Pella, in 1879, he was engaged in practice there 
and also served as city attorney until 1881, when 
he removed to Washington, JInans. In connec- 
tion with the prosecution of his profession at that 
place he engaged in the banking business, as pre- 
viously stated, until January, 1891, when he came 
to Norman and has since successfully engaged 
in practice at this place. He is also interested in 
the bakery and confectionery business as a mem- 
ber of the firm of A. W. Fisher & Co. 

In Mahaska county, Iowa, Mr. Fisher mar- 
ried Miss Ella Hawk, a native of that state and a 
daughter of Isaac Hawk, who was engaged in 
farming there. They have one child, Clare, who 
is manager for A. W. Fisher & Co. Mr. Fisher 
built the first brick residence in Norman, and has 
been prominently identified with its crowth and 
upbuilding. He was elected the first mayor of 
the city in 1892, and has served as city attorney 
two terms. In 1896 he was the Democratic can- 
didate for member of the territorial council from 
the fifth senatorial district, and being elected he 
most ably represented his constituents in the 
fourth general assembly. He took an active part 
in its work and was instrumental in getting sev- 
eral bills passed. He was chairman of the com- 
mittees on elections and public lands, and was 
also a member of the judiciary, county and coun- 
ty affairs, educational, railroads and federal rela- 
tions committees. He is a prominent and influ- 
ential representative of his party, and has beena 
member of the territorial Democratic central 
committee. He belongs to the Territorial Bar 
Association, and is quite popular both in pro- 
fessional and social as well as political circles. 
For four years he has served as master of the 
Masonic Lodge No. 5, of Norman, having been 
made a Mason at Washington, Kans. He 
helped to organize the Grand Lodge of Okla- 
homa, has never missed any of its sessions; was 
elected grand junior warden on its organization ; 
and has since filled all its offices. being elected 
grand master in 1897. He also belongs to the 
chapter, No. 24, R. A. M., of Norman. 


EORGE W. COLLETT, one of the sub- 


stantial farmers of Oklahoma county, owns 


a valuable homestead in the southwestern ' 


portion of section 11, township 13, range 4 west, 
his postoffice being Lockhart. He is a native of 


FORTRAIT: AND \BIOGRAPHICAL ,RECORD: 


his birth haying occurred 
December 28, 1862. His parents, John and Mar- 
garet (Chadwick) Collett, were of English ex- 
traction. The father, whose early home was in 
Wisconsin, removed to Missouri about 1858, and 
there devoted his time and attention to the man- 
agement of his farm. 

George W. Collett received thorough training 
in the practical duties of a farm, under his 
father’s instruction, and in his boyhood obtained 
a fair education. He remained in Missouri until 
Oklahoma was opened, and though he raced inte 
the territory with multitudes on that spring day 
in 1889 he did not secure a claim to his liking. 
Therefore he bought out the man who had taken 
possession of the property he has since developed, 
and at once he began making improvements here. 
His zeal and well directed efforts have greatly 
increased the value of the place, which now is 
considered one of the best in this locality. He 
leases additional land and pays special attention 
to the raising of wheat, frequently garnering 
about two thousand bushels in a season. In 
recent years he has devoted much attention to the 
raising of fine cattle, especially of the Short Horn 
class, ‘and is steadi ily increasing his fine herd, now 
including some choice high- bred animals. 
Collett is thoroughly posted on the breeding ¢ 
fine stock and is making this a specialty with 
marked success. He planted a large orchard, 
and from time to time added other improvements 
to the place, success usually crowning his under- 
takings. 

In the multiplicity of his business cares Mr. 
Collett finds little time to devote to public af- 
fairs, though he never fails to discharge all of 
the duties devolving upon a citizen. For eight 
years he served in the capacity of road super- 
visor, and the interest which he maintains in the 
public schools and various public improvements 
has been demonstrated in different ways. In his 
political views he is a Democrat. 

The marriage of Mr. Collett and Miss Mar- 
garet Gansz was solemnized in Missouri, Sep- 
tember 2, 1890. Mrs. Collett’s parents, Charles 


Marion county, Mo., 


and Mary Gansz, are natives of Germany. Two 
children, named respectively Mary and_ Jessie, 
bless the union of our subject and wife. Thev 


are members of the Baptist church, and in their 
daily life put into practice the foundation prin- 
ciples of Christianity, seeking to “do good unto 
others, as they have opportunity.” 
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